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principles,  and  never  wasting  time  or  la'oor  on  inunaterial  facts,  and  Le 
was  successful  in  obtaining  a  large  number  of  clients  among  the  leading 
business  men  of  tliis  section, but  he  had  an  almost  irreconcilable  antipathy  to 
trying  cases  in  court,  and  gradually  his  business  vras  entirely  lhat  of  a  ccm- 
sulting counsel, whicli  at  one  time  was  very  large;  fortius  reason  he  was  not 
in  later  years  so  well  ktiuwn  to  the  gHUieral  |)nbjic.  as  many  men  of  much 
less  ability  and  learning.  He  was  a  \ery  modest,  sweet  tempered  man. 
with  the  highest  standard  of  |)ablic  and  private  lionor.  A  mean  or  dis- 
honoralde  thonght  nevt/i-  entered  his  mind.  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of 
tiiekind  ul  nuui  wfucii  is  ritlv  cluiracterized  bv  the  term  '^Chtristian  iren- 
tleman.-' 

Danie'^  X(>l)Ie  Bcweii,  son  of  Judge  Daniel  T3evvey,  was  born  in  \Yil- 
liauistown,  April  4th,  ISOO.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  182o,  and 
stndied  law  with  Elislia  H.  ^lills,  of  Northampton,  where  he  v/as  prob- 
ably admitted  to  the  bar.  He  then  opened  an  ofhce  in  Williamstown 
where  he  continued  to  pr;ictice  until  his  last  sickness.  He  was  a  good 
lawyer  and  could  make  a  telling  and  brilliant  plea,  but  he  never  encour- 
aged litigation  among  his  neighbors,  and  gradually  gave  himself  to  his 
duties  as  trustee,  treasurer,  and  secretary  of  Williams  College,  wldch 
joint  positions  he  held  uninterrui^tedly  from  1831  to  1S59.  He  ^\as  judge 
of  Probate  from  1S40  till  lSo9,  Although  not  a  popular  man  in  the  com- 
mon meaning  of  that  woi'd,  yet  he  was  a  very  courteous  and  l^indly 
gentleman  and  of  unswerving  integrity.  He  was  a  religions  nuiu  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word,  and  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the  welfai'e 
of  the  old  church  in  Williamstown  of  which  he  became  a  member  in  1S38. 
He  was  elected  once  or  twice  a  representative  to  the  Legislature,  wos  once 
a  member  of  the  executive  council,  and  was  always  active  and  inlluential 
in  town  meetings.  He  acquired  a  handsome  fortune  in  honorable  ways 
and  was  a  liberal  giver  to  many  good  causes  at  home  and  abroad.  He 
married  a  sister  of  Mrs.  jVIark  Hopkins,  who  is  still  living.  His  son, 
Daniel  Dewey,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  but  is  now  a  successful  wool  mer- 
chant in  Boston.  Judge  Dewey  died,  greatly  respected  and  lamented, 
January  14tli,  1859,  aged  59. 

Bilas  II.  Gardner^  of  Hancock,  graduated  at  Williams  College  in 
1822,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  February,  1826.  He  died  in  J 857, 
aged  50. 

Augustus  Turner,  of  New  Marlborough,  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Conn., 
January  23d,  1797.  He  studied  law  with  Judge  I'ates  Turner,  of  St. 
Albans,  Yt.,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  February,  1828,  and  settled  in 
New  Marlborough,  where  he  practiced  law  till  a  few  weeks  before  his 
death.  He  was  town  clerk  for  ten  yenrs  from  about  1845  and  was  p«>sr- 
master  at  Southfield  for  about  25  years  pri(U'  to  hi^  death,  which  v>»-curred 
Mav  5th,  1S69. 

Russell  A.  Wilson,  of  xVdams,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June, 
182S.  . 

Henry  x\.  Raijiuund^  son  of  Joseph  Raymond,  was  born  in  the  town 
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of  iru'limond.  He  graduared  at  Union  College,  studied  law  with  Judge 
Bi^sbop,  aud  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  18:20.  lie  settled  in 
Wilh'iuiistown  wlu^re  lie  died  September  10th,  1834,  aged  2S. 

FranJdIn  Sd/y^/is-,  native  of  Lee,  son  of  William  Sturgis,  was  ad- 
mitted to  tlie  bar  in  June,  1830.  After  a  few  years  of  pracdce  his  health 
failed  luul  lie  removed  to  Lanesborongh  where  he  died. 

Charles  P.  IJ ajduKjlon,  of  IS orth  Adams,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
about  18:2.^  and  removed  to  Xorthampton.  He  v^as  clear  headed  and  an 
excellent  lawyer. 

Lemuel  Khujshury  Strlcldand  was  born  in  Sandistield  in  September, 
1803,  and  died  October  Orh,  1860.  He  studied  law  with  Thomas  Twining, 
Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  l)ar  in  October,  1830.  He  practiced  for 
about  a  year  in  Monterey,  and  later  in  both  Egremont  and  Sandistield. 
He  was  several  times  a  member  of  the  Legislature  and  for  eight  or  nine 
years  chairman  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  He  was  a  well 
read  lawyer,  a  man  of  active  and  vigorous  mind,  of  excellent  character, 
and  of  strcjug  and  tender  sensilulities. 

Moherf.  A.  Kohh:  was  born  in  Williamstown,  graduated  at  Williams 
College  in  18"27,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  February,  1831.  He  re- 
moved to  Michigan  where  he  died. 

Jolni  Z.  Good r hit  was  admitted  to  the  ]\ar  in  Felnaiary,  1831.  (See 
biograpliical  sketch  on  another  ])age.  ) 

Alijernon  S.  Bubhdl.  of  Lanesborongh,  was  admitted  to  tlie  bar  in 
1833.    In  1836  he  removed  to  Newark,  ]Xew  Jerse}'. 

EfJmintd  B.  Pennimaiu  son  of  Christopher  Penniman,  was  born  in 
Adams  in  1S05.  He  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1828,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  October,  1833.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Robinson  in 
1840  and  died  in  1844.    He  was  a  very  energetic  business  lawyer. 

Charles  i?.  Gold,  of  Pittstield,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Gold,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1833.  He  practiced  in  Pittsheld  for  a 
number  of  years  and  then  removed  to  Michigan  where  he  died. 

Samuel  Allen,  son  of  Phinehas  Allen,  of  Pittsheld,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  June,  1835.    He  afterward  studied  theology. 

Edicarcl  Y.  Whiton.  son  of  Gen.  Joseph  Whiton,  studied  law  with 
William  Porter,  of  Lee,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  February.  1836. 
He  practiced  in  Lee  for  a  short  time  and  then  removed  to  Janesville,  Wis- 
consin.   He  afterward  became  chief  justice  of  Wisconsin. 

Horace  J^.  Chcqjman  ix^miii^di  to  bar  in  October,  1836.  He 
practiced  for  awhile  in  Otis  and  Becket,  and  then  removed  to  Washing-, 
ton,  D.  C,  where  he  died  about  1884. 

JoJin  Rddiards,  of  Hinsdale,  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1S31. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  February,  1837,  and  soon  after  settled  in 
one  of  the  ^Vestern  States. 

Ensign  Hornier  Kdloe/ff.  son  of  Elisha  Kellogg,  was  born  in  Shefheld 
in  181-2.  He  graduated  at  Amherst  CoUege  in  183(5,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  February,  1838.    He  settled  in  Pittsheld,  where  he  practiced 
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for  a  few  years  and  tlien  aboTidoned  his  profession  for  manufacturing. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  public  aifaij-s,  and  man}'  times  represented 
his  roAvn  in  tlie  Leirislatiire,  of  which  he  was  twice  cliosen  speaker.  He 
died  January  23d,  1SS2,  aged  seventy. 

KcJifihialt  Hod'je,  of  North  Adams,  studied  hiw  with  Judge  Bishop, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1S38.  He  had  some  eccentricities, 
bnt  was  a  man  of  brilliant  ability,  was  very  elorpient,  and  a  rai'e  public 
speaker.  He  invented  a  car  brake,  out  of  which  he  made  quite  a  fortune. 
He  died  very  suddenly  in  Springheld, 

James  Ilrarlford,  of  Shefi'leld.  son  of  the  Rev.  James  and  ]Mary  Flint 
Bradford,  was  boi'U  July  i?d,  1817.  He  graduated  at  Amherst  College, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1S39.  He  began  practice  in  Peru, 
in  partnersliip  ^\\X\\  a  man  named  Coftin,  and  remained  there  about  five 
years.  He  then  returned  to  ShefReld,  where  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  f].  F.  Ensign  Esq.,  and  Vvdiere  lie  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death,  VvJiicli  occurred  June  23d.  1883.  In  1846  he  married..  Miss  Mary 
A.  Hale,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Upon  the  death  of  Judge  Sumner  he 
vras  appointed  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Southern  Berkshire,  which 
Xjosition  he  continued  to  occupy  till  the  spring  of  1883,  when  he  re- 
signed on  account  of  ill  health.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  natural 
ability,  of  good  judgnient,  and  quick  perceptions.  He  heartily  appre- 
ciated a  good  story,  and  enjoyed  social  converse. 

Henry  A.  SmitlL^  of  New  Marlborough,  studied  law  with  Judge 
Bishop,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  18-10,  but  never  prac- 
ticed.   He  soon  died  of  consumption. 

JonatJtan  Edicards  F/eld,  of  Stockbridge,  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  David 
Dudley  Field,  was  born  in  Haddam,  Conn.,  July  lltli,  1813.  He  gradu- 
ated with  the  secoiid  honor  of  his  class  at  Williams  College  in  1832.  He 
practiced  law  for  about  five  years  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  but  left  there  on 
account  of  ill  health  and  returned  to  Stockbridge,  and  was  adnutted  to 
the  Berkshire  bar  in  February,  18-12.  In  1854  he  was  elected  State  Senator. 
Originally  a  democrat  in  politics,  yet  when  the  v/ar  broke  out  he  was  ar- 
dent in  his  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  in  1863  he  was  elected  l>y  the  re- 
publicans to  the  State  Senate  ;  he  was  chosen  its  president,  a  position  in 
which,  by  his  dignity,  his  impartiality,  and  his  courteous  numners.  he 
rendei'ed  himself  so  popular  with  men  of  all  parties  that  he  was  three 
times  elected  to  that  office — or  as  long  as  he  continued  in  tiie  Senate— an 
honor  never  before  conferred  ui)on  a  member  of  that  body.  He  was  an 
active  and  public  spirited  citizen  and  occupied  an  honorable  ix)sition  at 
at  the  bar.  He  continued  to  practice  in  Stockbridge  until  his  death, 
"which  occurred  April  23d,  1868. 

James  Dcnlson  Colt  was  the  eldest  sou  of  E/.ekiel  1\.  Colt,  and  was 
born  in  Pittslield  Octol)er  8th,  1819.  He  graduated  at  Wiliiams  CoUeue 
in  1838.  He  was  then,  for  two  years,  a  tutor  in  a  ])rivate  family  in 
Natchez,  ^liss.,  at  wliich  phice  h.e  In^gan  the  study  uf  \vitli  ileneiai 
Gaines,  then  United  States  district  attorney.    He  leliiraed  to  Fitl.>lield 
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in  and  conriinied  iiis  legal  studies  with  Hon.  Jnlius  RockweH  and  at- 
the  Cainbridne  Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Fel>rruriy, 
1842,  and  became  a  ])art5ier  of  Mr.  Rockwell,  in  which  relation  he  con- 
tinned  nnril  the  appointnienr  of  the  latter  to  the  bench  of  the  Superior 
Court  in  1859.  Mr.  Colt  was  at  the  same  time  tendered  an  appointment 
to  the  same  bencli  but  declined.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother-indaw,  Thomas  Perkins  Fingree,  and  C()ntinued  in  tlie  practice 
of  law  till  1805,  when  he  vras  appointed  judge  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court.  In  1866  he  resigned  on  account  of  failing  health.  Asmournof  two 
jTeais  in  Europe  restored  his  health,  and  on  liis  return,  in  1SG8,  he  was 
again  appointed  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  continued  to  occupy 
that  position  until  his  death,  Angust  9th,  1881.  He  was  chosen  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  Pittsiield  when  he  was  only  twenty-nine  years  of  age, 
and  v/as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1853-4.  and  chairman  of  the  ju- 
diciary committee.  He  was  a  member  of  Govei'uor  Brigg's  staff  during 
most  of  his  term  of  oince.  In  1870  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  I>. 
from  AVilliams  College  :  he  also  received  the  same  degree  from  Harvard. 
In  1857  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  C  Gilbert,  of 
Gilbt-rtsville.  Otsego  county,  X.  Y.  Judge  Colt  was  highly  esteemed  by 
his  professional  brethren,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  extracts  from  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Berkshire  bar,  soon  after  his  decease: 

"As  a  lawyer  he  '  liad  no  arts  but  manly  arts,'  diligent,  indiistnous,  conscien- 
tious, faithful  to  the  courts  and  to  his  clients,  just  toward  all,  able,  carncs:.  inc;en;ous> 
persistent  in  the  development,  presentation,  and  enforcement  of  his  causes,  liti^^.ints 
felt  that  their  interests  were  safe  in  his  hands,  and  he  enjoyed  a  large  measure  of  pro- 
fessional business.  He  exercised  a  generous  and  thoughtful  kindness  toward  hi  •  as- 
sociates of  the  bar,  and  ever  had,  both  for  himself  and  for  them,  that  *  sen^!o'liiy  of 
honor  vvhich  feels  a  stain  like  a  wound.'  *  *  •S'  *  j-j^  t^^^^  ^  clear  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  principles  which  govern  in  the  several  departments  of  the  lav,,  and 
was  guarded  and  kept  from  all  eccentricities  of  individual  judgment  in  the  use  of 
these  principles. by  a  sufficient  familiarity  with  the  most  approved  precedents.  His 
mind,  by  natural  endowments,  was  strong,  comprehensive,  and  impartial.  *  *  * 
He  was  a  man  ofdarge  and  fine  personality  which  was  not  overlaid  and  obscur.-d  by 
the  dignity  of  his  official  position;  and  his  bearing  to  the  members  of  the  bar  was 
cordial  and  familiar,  but  never  so  as  to  involve  any  loss  of  respect  either  for  himself 
or  for  the  court;  and  such  was  their  affection  for  him  that  they  mourn  his  death  as 
the  death  of  a  friend." 

Iltnry  Wheeler^  born  in  New  Marll)orongh,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  February,  1842.  He  i3racticed  in  Great  Harrington  for  awhile  and  then 
went  West. 

George  D.  WHmot.  of  Alford,  studied  law  with  Judge  l]ishop  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  184'2.  He  practiced  for  awhile  in  Lenox 
and  then  removed  to  Boston. 

Thomas  Gardner  GoltL  son  of  Thomas  A.  (lold,  of  IMtrslltdd,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  S^^ptembfU',  1812.  He  is  said  to  have  Im^mi  \v»dl  i-»'ad 
in  ct'rtain  bran(4ies  of  law.  He  removed  to  Texas  and  dit'd  tleMc  ab'»!it 
18ol. 
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Edicard  Wluliug^  son  of  Gen.  John  Whiting,  of  Great  BaiTington, 
was  born  January  iltli,  1818.  He  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1838, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1843.  He  died  February  -JOth, 
1844. 

Cliarlt'S  Kohlf'  Emer-'^oiu  son  of  Rev.  S.  M.  Emerson,  was  born  in  Wil- 
liamstown,  Fel)ruary  Otli,  1821.  He  graduated  at  Williams  College  v\-irh 
homn'  in  18l(>,  and  began  the  study  of  hiw  with  Gov.  George  N.  Briggs. 
In  1843  he  njarried  a  sister  of  Henry  Sluiw  (Josh  Jjillings)  and  went  to 
iS'orth  Carolina  for  two  years.  He  tlien  returned  and  settled  in  Great 
}3arrington  where  he  practiced  law  with  ability  and  sa.ccess  until  18.38. 
He  then  practiced  for  several  years  in  Xew  York  city  and  then  settled  in 
Pittstield.  He  was  elected  a  representative  to  the  Legislature.  In  18C2 
he  was  United  States  assessor  for  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  District.  He 
Avrote  an  article  of  some  note  on  "'Intei'nal  Revenue."  He  died  April 
8th,  18C9,  at  which  time  he  was  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Williams  College. 

Jonathan  F.  Coolx  Avas  adnutted  to  the  bar  in  February,  1844, 
practiced  in  Lee  for  a  short  time,  and  then  went  into  business  in  Boston. 

George  W.  Hay  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844. 

Thomas  C.  Rogers  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844. 

Lynian  C.  TJiayer.  of  North  Adams,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Octo- 
ber, 1844.  He  entered  the  army  during  the  war.  He  vv-as  a  man  of  great 
natural  energy  and  'orightness  and  business  enterprise.  He  removed  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  v^diere  he  died. 

Henry  Dwigld  FlUey.  son  of  Hon.  Lester  Filley,  of  Otis,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  June,  1845.  He  practiced  for  few  months  with  his 
father  and  then  3'emoved  to  Chester  where  he  built  up  a  good  practice. 
He  died  August  1st,  1860. 

William  Lamphere  was  admitted  to  the  I^ar  in  May,  184o.  He 
practiced  for  a  little  while  in  Hinsdale  and  then  removed  to  Coleraine, 
Mass. 

Lnciiis  E.  Smith  was  born  in  1822,  and  graduated  at  Williams  Col- 
lege in  1843.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  184o,  and  began 
practice  in  Williamstown.  He  studied  theology  and  preached  in  Grotuu 
from  1858  to  1865.  He  was  then  appointed  a  professor  in  the  I'niversity 
at  Lewisburg,  Penn.  He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Williams 
College  in  1859. 

James  N.  Biehmonel  ^\as  admitred  to  the  bar  in  September,  1845. 
He  practiced  in  Lanesborough  and  Cheshire  for  a  few  years  and  then  \\  eut 
into  business  and  removed  to  the  West. 

F.  Eugcjie  Mills,  of  Pittstield,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June, 
1846. 

Charles  F.  Bennett,  born  in  Canaan,  Conn.,  was  admitred  tu  tht'  b:)r  in 
June,  1840,  and  settled  in  Haiton.  He  practiced  in  Lee  H-r  about  two 
years  prior  to  his  death,  wliich  ()ccurr(?d  about  18t>7. 

Benjamin  0.  Tyltr  was  admitted  to  the  bar  a^'oat  1847. 
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0' Coniior  B.  Duncan,  son  of  Pr.  Duncan,  of  Nortli  Adnnis,  wasjidmit- 
ted  to  the  h\xv  in  October,  1847.    He  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Kcfpohon  J.  SmilJi  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  f^ebruary,  1848. 

Joel  Slcvnlcy  Fa[/e  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  184G,  and  was 
admitted  to  tlie  l)ar  in  1849.  He  ])racticed  in  Fittsfiel*!  until  1857,  when 
he  removed  to  Chicago,  where  it  is  reported  that  he  died  about  1880. 

JoJtn  A.  WaTkei\  son  of  Hon.  William  P.  Walker,  of  Lenox,  was 
born  January  7th,  18*21.  He  graduated,  at  AVilliams  College  in  1840,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1848.  He  removed  to  Pittsiield  in  1853, 
and  vv^as  for  a  few  years  justice  of  the  Police  Court.  He  was  elected  a 
representative  to  the  Legislature.  In  1860  he  was  chosen  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Berkshire  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  vrhich  po- 
sition he  held  until  his  death  in  1864. 

Andrew  A.  Rlclimond,  of  Xorth  Adams,  was  admitted  to  the  Ijar  in 
May,  1849.  He  was  quite  a  prominent  •*  know-nothing.''  and  was  a 
competitor  with  Gardner  for  the  nomination  for  governor,  and.  nearly 
succeeded  in  getting  it.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  revise  the  statutes  of  Massachusetts  in  1860. 
He  died  about  1801. 

Jolin  B  'Woodruff,  of  West  Stockbridge,  graduated  atlTnion  College, 
studied  la^v  with  Henry  W.  Taft  Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
May,  1850.  He  settled  in  Great  Barrington,  but  died  of  consumption  in 
about  one  year. 

Thomas  TP.  Loring,  of  Blanford,  studied  with  Lester  Filley  Esq., 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1851.  He  practiced  in  New  Boston 
and  Cheshire  for  several  years,  and  then  removed  to  Charlotte.  Mich., 
where  he  diedt  a  few  years  later. 

Horace  Clark  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Jtine,  1851. 

Charles  B.  Ball,  of  Lee,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  September,  1851. 
He  afterward  studied  theology, 

Almon  C.  Morse,  of  Dalton,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1852, 
and  died  a  few  years  later. 

Jolin  Price,  of  Great  Barrington,  was  born  in  Webster.  M(iss.,  in 
1827.  He  studied  law  in  Balston,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Bishop,  of  Lenox,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Xew  York  bar  in  1851. 
and  to  the  Berkshire  bar  in  May,  1852.  He  was  in  partnership  wirli  his 
father-in-law,  Thomas  Twining  Esq.,  and  was  a  lawyer  of  excellent  abili- 
ties.   He  died  Novem]-)er  IGth,  1859. 

Isaac  A.  Hoxie,  of  North  Adams,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Sep- . 
tember,  1852. 

Henry  E.  Fitch,  of  Alford,  was  born  in  1829.  He  was  admirred  to 
the  bar  in  September,  P852,  au.d  p]:v:ticed  for  a  few  years  in  West  8to(4v- 
bridge,  part  of  the  time  in  ])aiTni'rshi])  with  Henry  W.  TaL'r,  F>q.  In 
18G4  he  went  to  Washington,  as  a  clerk  in  the  war  d<']Kii-rnh"iit.  luii  re- 
turned to  Alford  in  1S09,  uhere  he  resided  till  his  dt^aih,  April  '.'rlu  1885. 

FranJiUa  IK  Richards  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1^52. 
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CaJtiji  JI.  Carter,  of  Great  Bamngtoii,  was  adinitted  to  the  bar  in 
Februar}^  1858. 

^Vtslel|  L.  Shepardsoii,  of  Pittsfield,  was  born  in  Lanesborcnigh, 
January  8tli,  1S27,  ;ind  died  January  lOtli,  1874.  Ho  was  educated  at 
Lenox  Academy,  and  studied  law  with  Matthias  II.  Lanckton  and  Crdvin 
Martin.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1853  and  settled  in  Pittslield. 
He  toolv:  an  active  part  in  recruiting  soldiers  for  the  \var,  being  instru- 
mental in  raising  2,700  men.  He  was  commissioned  captain  h\  Gov. 
Andre\v,  but  never  served  as  he  was  taken  sick  with  the  rheumatism, 
wJiicli  cj'ippled  him  for  life  and  hnaliy  caused  his  death. 

EUsicort](  N.  Bates  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  February,  1854,  and 
went  West. 

Norraan  L.  Johnson,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1855.  He  practiced 
in  Pittsheld  for  some  years,  and  then  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  died. 

William  C.  Bartlett  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1855.  He 
practiced  in  West  Stockbridge  for  a  few  months  and  then  studied  tlie- 
ology. 

William  P.  Porter,  of  jN'ortli  xVdams,  was  ))orn  in  Ashfield,  April 
25t]],  1819.    He  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1848,  and  was  admiited 
to  the  bar  in  Febrtuiry,  1856.    He  was  at  one  time  in  partnership  vrith 
Senator  Dawes.     He  was  an  internal  revenue  assessor  from  about 
until  his  death, 

Jarcis  Eoclacell,  of  North  Adams,  was  born  in  Peiai  in  1828.  and 
died  May  14tli,  1885.  He  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1854.  feeing 
valedictorian  of  his  class,  studied  law  with  the  hrm  of  Eockwell  A:  Colt, 
of  Pittstield,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  ia  1857.  He  was  a  meml)t'r  of 
the  Legislature  in  1859.  He  practiced  in  Hinsdale  until  1801,  \\  lien  lie 
removed  to  North  Adams,  liavlng  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Jose]di.  N. 
Chapin,  of  that  town.  He. was  appointed  judge  of  the  I>istrict  (.'ur.rt 
upon  its  organization  in  1870,  and  held  that  position  until  his  deatli  ; 
there  his  kindly  nature  inclined  him  toward  the  side  of  mercy.  He  was 
also  president  of  the  Berkshire  National  Bank,  chairman  of  tlie  s(diool 
committee,  and  president  of  the  board  of  management  of  tin?  public  litu'ary. 
Judge  Rockwell  was  an  earnest  Christian,  a  Just  and  kindduMirti^d  man, 
and  a  faithful  and  public-spirited  citizen.  In  liis  home  and  ad  his 
neighborhood  relations  he  was  a  lovable  and  helpful  pers(uudity.  Hib 
scholarship  was  broad  and  his  mind  was  richly  stored  with  iuforuiar ion, 
for  he  had  maintained  through  life  the  studiotis  habits  which  liad  dis- 
tinguished him  in  college. 

Neioton  T.  White,  of  Stockbridge,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  iu  0<'- 
tober,  ISCO.    He  died  of  consumption  about  two  years  afterward. 

PKESEXT  MEMBERS  OF  THE   nERKSlIIEt:  J?AE. 

(We  are  indebted  to  Chibrs  Gazetteer  for  tlie  t'lul^wiin:-  li^r.  Many 
otliers  are  stid  living  who  iiave  l^^en  adinitted  to  tlu'  P.n  k^biiv  l-ar  bur 
have  either  abandoned  the  profession  or  removed  fuau  the  cuuty.; 
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Adams.  ~^\-] son  II.  Bixby,  Henry  J.  Bliss,  Wallace  M.  Burt,  Franlv- 
lin  H.  B.  ]\lanson,  Franklin  O.  Sayles. 
Cheshire.— John  C.  Wolcott. 

Great  Barrington.— A.  Chalkley  Collins,  Jnstin  Dewey,  Herbert  C. 
Joyner,  Norman  W.  Shores  (judge  of  District  Court),  Billings  Palmer, 
Frank  11.  Wright. 

Lee.~-Jolin  Branning  (jud2:e  of  Police  Court),  Albert  B.  Clark, Charles 
E.  Hib])ard. 

Lenox. — J.  E.  Parsons,  Thomas  Post,  Julius  Rockwell  (jadge  of  Su- 
perior Court),  William  S.  Tucker. 

Xorth  Adanis.-Enocli  H.  Beer,  Frederick  P.  Brown,  Edward  C. 
Kiely,  George  P.  Lawrence,  Mark  E.  Coucli.  Charles  J.  Parkhurst,  Arnold 
G.  Potter,  Andrew  Porter,  Abiarhar  W.  Preston,  James  T.  Ptobinson 
(judge  of  Probate),  '^Jar\  is  Rockwell  (judge  of  District  Court),  Shepard 
Thayer,  S.  Proctor  Thayer. 

Pittsheld. — Lewis  K.  Albro,  James  M.  Barker  (judge  of  Superior 
Court),  Samuel  W.  Bowerman,  John  C.  Crosby,  Henry  L.  Dawes  (U.  S. 
Senator),  William  T.  Filley,  Edward  A.  GamwelL  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell, 
John  F.  Noxon,  Thomas  P.  Pingree,  William  R.  Plunkett,  Charles  Sedg- 
wick Rackemaun,  Francis  W.  Rockwell  (member  of  Congress),  Edward 
T.  SJocum  (register  of  Probate),  Henry  W.  Taft  (clerk  of  the  courts), 
Joseph  Tucker  (judge  of  District  Court),  William  Turtle,  Andrew  J. 
Waterman  (district  attorney),  Marshall  Wih.'ox,  Edgar  M.  Wood. 

Savoy. — George  M.  Bourne. 

Stockbridge.— Henry  J.  Dunham  (trial  justice),  Charles  E.  Evans. 
West  Stockbridge. — AVilliam  C.  Spaulding  f^trial  justice). 
Williamstown.— Keyes  Danforth  (judge  of  Police  Conrt). 


*  Died  ^lav  14,  1SS5. 
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THE  MEDICAL  HISTORY  OF  BEKKSHrRE/"- 
By  a.  M.  Smith,  M.  D. 


THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

I]S  ORDER  to  form  a  just  appreciation  of  tins  subject,  it  vdll  be  neces- 
sary for  us  to  contrast  the  past  with  the  present :  the  time  wjiea 
there  were  but  Uvo  medical  colleges  in  this  country,  and  now,  ^^dit-m  they 
are  abounding  in  the  land  ;  when  medical  books  were  s^i^arce.  the  best 
medical  library  being  w-orth  less  than  8100,  and  now.  wh.en  medical  libra- 
ries count  their  thousands  of  volumes  ;  when  it  took  a  week  ro  go  f  i*oni 
iSTew  York  to  Boston,  now  the  journey  is  performed  in  a  few  hours  :  wh^n 
there  were  in  this  county  but  three  roads,  and  those  in  wretched  condi- 
tion, npon  which  a  carriage  hardly  was  seen,  travelling  l)eing  upon  liorse- 
back,  now,  riding  at  ease  in  line  carriages  with  line  horses  tiiroUigli  a  con- 
tinuous succession  of  villages  ;  then,  w^hen  there  were  b;it  feu'  iiospitals 
or  opportunities  for  clinical  instruction,  now,  when  such  faci]iii'\N  (U-eace 
unbounded  rivalries  which  degenerate  into  systems  of  trade  ;  tiien,  when 
there  vs^ere  in  this  county  but  a  few  medical  men.  and  those  riding  iiuo 
two  or  three  towns,  encountering  great  trials  and  hardships,  now  .  with,  a 
superfluity. 

Then  a  physician  received  a  preparation  winch  would  now  l)e  th. 'Uu'ht 
insufficient  to  admit  one  to  practice,  for  medical  education  wa><  such  as 
he  could  pick  up  while  serving  an  apprenticesliip  to  some  noted  j^ra'Ti- 
tioner,  during  which  he  combined  the  duties  of  a  stiideat  with  nriuy  ot* 
the  menial  offices  of  a  servant.''  Says  McMasiers  :  *•  He  gi\»und  the 
povvders,  mixed  the  pills,  rode  witli  the  doctor  o!i  his  roun(U.  Indd  rh^^ 
basin  v.  hen  the  patient  was  })hMl,  helped  toadjns!  [tlast<M-s.  (i>  st^v  w- )uii.N, 
and  ran  with  vials  of  niedicin^^  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  otlu'r." 

*In  tliH  prei>ai\uion  of  this  article  the  writer  hns  ;ivailt><l  liimself  ot"  inr\»rin;uion  ih-iivo  l 
from  various  sources,  most  of  it  from  .corrcsi)oii»l<M\ce  ^\  iih  Tt  itMuls  ..f  !i.>tirv<l.  Mu-^h 

of  it  is  uiveii  in  thoir  hin.^iiage.  Suuie  is  taken  from  oM  liU's  of  papers.  In  souie,  .[Uotarious 
rrre  indicated,  ilir  ian,uua^e  is  that  of  the  wrirer  of  llie  l»i«>>^i-ai)hy.    Th;tuk5»are  iicroby 

tendered  to  all  n  ho  have  kindly  assisted  in  tliis  e« unpihition. 
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'•His  appreiuiceship  ended,  tlie  half  educated  lad  returned  to  his 
native  town  to  assume  practice.  Snnsliine  and  rain,  (hiyliglit  and  dai-k- 
ness  were  alike  to  hin-i.  He  would  ride  ten  miles  on  the  darkest  ni-ht, 
over  the  wo]-st  of  roads,  in  a  pelting  storm,  to  administer  a  dose  of  calo- 
mel to  an  old  woman,  or  t<.  attend  a  child  in  a  tit;  He  was  present  at 
every  birth,  he  attended  every  burial  ;  he  sat  wilh  the  minisiei-  at  evt^ry 
death-bed,  and  put  liis  name  v;ith  the  lawyer  to  eve^y  will.''  The  ele- 
gant pharmacies  of  this  day  were  then  entirely  unknown.  The  physician 
combined  the  duties  of  both  apothecary  and  doctor.  His  saddle  bags 
were  the  drug  store,  and  senna,  jalap,  and  calomel  occupied  a  large  part 
of  these.  Still  cinchona  bark  and  oi)ium  were  used,  "but  in  malaria  tlie 
amount  of  cinchorub  bark  necessary  to  restore  the  patient  was  so  great 
and  the  supply  so  small  that  tlie  remedy  was  all  but  useless."  Dr. 
Holmes  says  :  Before  the  morphia  which  deadens  the  pain  of  neuralgia, 
or  the  quinine  wliich  averts  the  ht  of  an  ague,  can  find  a  place  in  uur 
pharmacies,  commerce  must  have  per-fected  its  machinery,  and  science 
must  have  I'ehned  its  processes  Through  periods  only  to  be  counted  by 
the  life  of  natioirs." 

The  use  of  anaesthetics  was  then  unknown.  The  inlialation  of  erher 
or  chloroform  for  producing  insensibility  was  not  known  till  lS4t>. 

During  the  tirst  century  of  New  England  many  of  the  practitiout^rs 
of  medicine  were  miiristers.  In  anatomy  Clieselde])  was  anrh'uiiy. 
Physiology  was  in  its  infam?y,  and  pathology,  as  a  science,  vras  unknown. 
•*  Xot  one  of  the  many  remedies  which  assuage  pain,  which  destroy  dis- 
ease, which  hold  in  check  the  most  loathsome  maladies,  and  the  most 
violent  epidenrics.  was  in  use.'' 

Perhaps  no  better  picture  of  the  state  of  medicine  in  the  early  liis- 
tory  of  Berkshire  can  be  given  than  by  a  quotation  fi'om  the  oi'arion  of 
D/\  EWad  Lewis,  of  Lenox  (before  the  newly  formed  society,  of  which 
we  slmll  speak  more  in  detail).  In  regard  to  Br.  Lewis  1  have  this  from 
an  old  resident  in  Lenox  (3Ir.  Staidey):  "I  am  surprised  at  the  incom- 
pleteness of  my  own  knowledge  of  his  history,  having-  had  coiisideral.de 
acquaintance  Avith  him.  That  a  man  who  resided  here  for  nujre  tluni  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  a  magistrate,  taking  an  important  part  in  public 
affairs,  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  deputed  to  attend 
ecclesiastical  counsels,  one  of  the  forenu)St  in  establishing  our  lirsr  t"wn 
library,  publishing  in  this  town  a  political  campaiiiii  pai)er,one  of  the  earli- 
est papers  printed  in  the  county,  one  of  the  founders  of  our  academy,  and 
one  of  its  earliest  trustees,  a  goi^l  clnssical  sclndai',  an  elogant  and  forci- 
ble writer,  a  thorough  medical  student  and  writer  of  medical  essays,  and 
succcessful  practitioiuir,  and  that  befiu'e  two  generations  liave  passed,  no 
one  here  can  tell  when  or  whei'e  he  was  born,  and  no  one  knows  when  or 
where  he  was  buried,  seems  remarkal)K\  Ib^  was  liere  as  eai'ly  as  1 
and  renu)ved  fmrn  rh.e  town  about  1^-2'^"  lie  removed  lo 
Xew  York. 

He  commences  his  oration  thus  :      Having  long  lamented  iht^  many 
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disadvantages  under  whii.'li  rlie  faculty  have  labored  in  America,  it  cdve- 
me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  perceive  the  gloom  which  has  liitherto 
been  an  insnperable  bar  to  all  inijirovements  tu  be  dispersing,  and  thai 
the  light  of  true  science  and  rational  knowledge  begins  to  illuniiiiate  our 
hemisphere/'  After  speaking  of  the  facilities  for  medical  education  in 
Europe,  he  says:  While  in  this  country  there  are  no  nietiUjds  of  edu- 
catioii  but  the  fortuitous  instruction  of  private  gentlemen,  and  those 
oftrii  tlie  most  icurfhJi-ss  awl  u'id>:Arnied .  No  practice  is  to  be  seen  buit 
by  (lie  la1;)orious  and  expensive  mode  of  visiting  the  sick  at  respec- 
tive abodes,  the  infancy  of  our  country  not  adnutting  of  the  establisii 
ment  of  liospitals  of  any  consc-quence.  wliile  the  false  delicacy  tlie 
people  seldom  alh»\vs  any  advantage  from  dissection.  In  addition  to 
these  disadvantages  may  l)e  subjoined  the  jealousy  and  ill  natured  rival- 
ship  thai  alujost  universally  pervades  the  profession,  the  wajit  cd'  ])ui)lic 
regnhitions  which  might  encourage  and  reward  ingenuity  and  industry, 
a:  >1  [)revent  the  iiliierate  and  designing  from  intruding  into  the  province 
of  the  learned  and  regular  physician/'  He  thinks  it  would  be  surpris- 
ing if  the  profession  should  want  the  assistance  of  any  one  to  "  place  it 
in  a  situation  in  wliich  it  might  rival  other  countries  in  splendor  and 
dignity/'  "  This  great  and  desirable  ]uirpose  can  never  be  obtained 
until  all  those  low  and  disagreeable  ideas  of  rival  ship  be  discarded,  and 
sentiments  more  liberal  and  philanthropic  be  adopted/'  lie  speaks  of 
the     villa  nous  frauds  practiced  by  a'pothecaries/' 

But  tlie  medical  history  of  Berkshire  begins  before  this.  As  the  tirsr 
settlement  was  in  ShelTmld,  the  first  incorporated  town  in  the  county, 
and  lirst  road  reported  upon  from  Westneld  to  Sheilield  was  in  173'2.  so 
we  find  the  first  record  of  any  physician  is  in  Sheflield.  Charles  J.  Tay- 
lor says,  "  Probaldy,  as  Shefiield  was  the  first  settled  tovrn  in  thecounry. 
Deoiet  WooVj riddle  was  the  first  physician  in  the  north  parish  ot  bliet'- 
field,  now^  Gfreat  Barringtuu.  He  was  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  a 
deed  of  March,  1743,  is  described  as  a  doctor  of  physic.  He  lived  here 
for  a  time  in  that  year,  bat  how  long  1  do  not  know  nor  have  I  any 
further  information  about  him.*'  Mr.  William  Bacon,  of  UichmonJ. 
■writes,  ''The  earliest  physician  of  Richmond  was  Joiudhun  'Lrrhill^ 
from  Bridgehampton,  L.  I.  How  early  in  the  settlement  of  the  town  he 
came  is  not  known,  but  it  appears  that  after  living  a  fe\\-  years  lieiv  he 
removed  to  Canaan,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  177/)."  ^'Berkshire  w:i> 
then  an  unbroken  wilderness,  peopled  only  by  a  few  red  men  along  the 
banks  of  its  beautiful  Housatonic." 

The  history  of  the  first  physicians  will  be  given,  ami  ii  will  be  seen 
that  her  early  medical  history  was  under  great  obligmion  t«»  llai-v;,r/i 
College,  most  of  the  doctors  coming  from  the  eirsterii  part  of  (he  Siai.-. 
or  Connecticut  bordering  on  Iter  sonthernmost  towns. 

C>vx-A7.'7- was  froni  Bariistable,  a  graduatt^  of  Harvard  College, 
and  early  settled  in  Richmond.  He  was  smad  and  sliort  and  had  what 
is  not  nncommon  to  such  men,  an  irritable  disposition.    Tins  no  doubt 


GEN E R A L  II ISTO U Y . 


361 


detracted  iniicli  from  liis  popularity,  and  made  his  practice  very  limited. 
He  died  where  most  of  his  long  life  had  been  spent,  in  1815,  at  the  great 
age  of  Oo  years/' 

The  history  of  Berkshire  County,  in  which  Bull  is  said  to  have 
settled  in  Sheffield  before  175."),  gives  all  that  is  known  respecting  him, 
or  JJ/\  2\at]ian/d  Doioiing  of  the  same  town. 

Br.  Lciiiucl  Bama'/'d  ^vas  a  native  of  Deenield,  and  a  graduate  of 
Yale  in  1759.  Of  him  Dr.  Peck  says,  '^I  only  know  by  tradition  that  he 
practiced  liei'e  (Sheffield)  and  vras  the  town  cl^rk  for  many  years  :  and  T 
infer  therefore  that  lie  was  quite  respectable  as  a  physician  and  member 
of  society.*'  Ih\  Barnard  vras  one  of  the  committee  of  ti^'e  appointC'i.  at 
a  Congress  of  deputies  of  the  towns  witliin  the  county,  convened  at 
Stockbridge  on  AA^ednesday,  July  6th,  1771,  to  take  into  consideration 
and  report  the  draught  of  an  agreement  to  be  recommended  to  the  towns 
in  this  county  for  the  non  consumption  of  British  manufactures  and 
from  this  circuuisiance  we  may  infer  that  he  not  only  stood  high  in  idje 
confidence  of  his  townsmen,  but  we  also  have  evidence  that  among  his 
colleagues  chosen  as  deputies  lie  was  esteemed  a  man  of  firmness  and  in- 
tegrity. 

Dr.  Samuel  B reck,  perhaps  from  Palmer,  Mass  ,  purchased  a  house 
and  lived  in  Great  Barrington  in  1751,  and  is  supposed  to  have  settled 
there  in  that  year.  He  was  parish  assessor  in  1752.  He  married.  Octo- 
ber, 1762,  Mary  Long,  of  Stockbridge,  of  which  marriage  was  a  son.  Johu 
Aaron  Breck,  baptized  December  ISth.  1762.    Dr.  Bi'eck  died  in  1703. 

I)r.  Joseph  Lee,  from  whence  unknown,  probably  came  to  (.Ireat 
Barrington  in  1761.  In  that  year  or  the  next  he  built  the  first  house  on 
the  premises  where  Dr.  C.  L.  Collins  built  and  dwelt.  He  manied  Eunice 
Woodbridge,  daughter  of  Timothy  AA^iodridge,  of  Stockbridge.  in 
January,  1762,  and  had  one  son,  Horace,  who  survived  hiui,  born  Sep- 
tember 6th,  1762.  Dr.  Lee  died  in  Barriugton,  March  6th,  1764,  in  hi.> 
twenty-seventh  year. 

Br.  Sa  run  el  Lee,  said  to  have  been  from  Lyme,  Conn.,  was  in  Bar- 
rington in  1765.  He  bought  a  house  and  lot  in  17i'5,  the  same  which 
he  sold  soon  after  to  the  county  for  a  jail  house,  and  for  the  accommoda- 
tions of  a  jail.  He  was  licensed  as  an  innkeeper  April,  1765;  kt-pt  the 
jail  house  and  was  also  appointed  keeper  of  the  jail."  (^'oiTesixunlence 
of  C.  J.  Taylor.) 

Br.  Joint  Bucld,  said  to  have  been  from  New  Bedford,  and  also  re- 
I)Uted  to  have  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  service  at  the  capture  of  Burgoyuf, 
probably  came  to  Barrington  in  1780.  His  luune  is  amom:'  the  lisr  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  doctors  *>f  I'erkshire  to  form  an  association.  lie  N\ab 
a  driving  active  fellow,  a  high  lly*M'.  and  lu'  :uH[uireda  large  pra.ciice.  Mr. 
Taylor  says,  ''He  came  to  extract  a  tootli  for  my  giandnnuher.  the  wife 
of  Gen.  Thomas  Ives,  who  was  young  and  hands(un'\  ib'  s:ii(L  '  a 
I)ity  to  spoil  that  handsonie  face  of  yt»ni>.'  "  Ho  ditnl  in  18i'4.  \\\  the  a^*' 
of  fifty-four. 
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This  memorandiiin  is  takerifroni  the  Piitsjleld  ^nn\  ''Died  at  Becket, 
28tli  Jan' y,  1807,  very  suddenly.  J)i\  William  Baln:i\  aged  75  years.'' 
He  was  hoxw  \\\  1732,  but  tliat  is  all  that  is  known  of  a  long  and  prob- 
al)ly  useful  life. 

Dr.  Ferez  Mrtr.'i?!^  of  Daltou,  was  son  of  Captain  'Joel  Marsh,  and 
was  born  in  Hadley,  October  'iorh,  1720,  and  graduated  at  Harvard.  lie 
was  physician's  and  surgeon's  mate  in  the  ivgirnent  of  Colonel  Williams, 
who  w^as  killed  in  the  battle  (A  Lalve  George,  in  175o.  Immediately  after 
that  l)attle  lu^  came  to  Ashuelut  Equivalent.  lie  was  made  ju.-!>tice  of  the 
peace  in  17G1,  special  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  June  Gth, 
1765,  and  standing  justice  to  succeed  General  Dwight,  Septen]l;er  Gth. 
1768.    He  died  in  Dalton  in  1784. 

Dr.  Daniel  Nelson  came  on  horsei>ack  to  Florida  from  Stamfor«l. 
Conn.,  in  1783,  and  settled  on  Deerfield  River  in  the  southeast  part  of  the 
town,  wdiere  he  had  an  extensive  practice.  He  tended  a  toll  gate  on  the 
turnpike  across  the  mountain  for  forty  years  (Child's  Hist.  ) 

Dr.  Beriali  BisJiop,  of  Richmond,  born  in  1778.  was  a  son  oi:  E  ju. 
Xathaniel  Bishop,  and  died  in  18^5.  aged  twenty-seven.  IFu  youtli,  im- 
paiivd  by  too  severe  exertion,  caused  him  to  turn  his  attention  to  scipuce. 
His  medical  education  was  pursued  under  Dr.  Barghardt.  and  Dr.  Smith 
of  Hanover,  X.  H.    He  entei'ed  into  partnership  with  Dr.  B.  in  18: )3. 

His  assiduous  attenti(ni  to  business,  combin^i'd  with  his  prudent,  ami- 
able, and  exemplary  deportment,  rapidly  extended  his  practice.  He  fell 
a  victim  to  consumption,  and  was  buried  from  the  house  of  Judge  Bishop." 

In  Sandisfield,  says  Mr.  Shepard,  '^the  first  physician  that  settled  in 
this  town  of  whom  we  have  any  account  was  Dr.  Jabez  IlohJen.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  proprietors  and  a  prominent  man  in  town  affairs,  as 
appears  from  the  records,  but  no  information  can  be  obtained  as  to  his 
medical  career.'* 

•'  .Z)r.  JereniiaJc  Morrison,  was  one  of  tlie  earliest  practicing  physi- 
cians, and  came  here  Sandisfield  ;  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  town 
commenced,  but  I  can  gain  nothing  definite  as  to  the  length  of  tim^  he 
practiced  in  the  town,  nor  when  he  died."' 

''Da  Hamilton  Q'.wwq  from  Connecticut  and  practiced  a  short  time, 
but  I  can  learn  nothing  of  his  history." 

''Dr.  John  Ilaioleu  settled  in  the  north  t>art  of  the  town,  on  what 
is  known  as  '  Beach  Plain.'    He  was  among  the  first  settl.u's." 

Dr.  Amos  Snnth  was  settled  in  the  district  of  Southtield,  wa>^  one 
of  their  leading  men,  and  must  have  been  one  of  the  etirly  st'tthas,  a<  his 
first  child  was  })orn  in  1773." 

We  now  come  to  a  period  in  the  medifal  hisr(U'y  of  the  county  that 
was  fraught  with  great  interest  to  tlie  [)eople -- the  e.staUishm.uU  ol  the 
first  medical  society.  The  parent  society  was  in('or[)orat.Ml  in  I78b  and 
in  October,  178:\  that  ^oriety  appoint. -d  l)i->.  S.a-gfanr  and  Partri'!--^  a 
committee  in  this  county  -'for  the  ]>iiri'n.^.^  <>r  .ui'-^uirauim:  tht^  (•.>!umuni- 
cation  of  any  imp(U'tant  or  extraordinary  ca^c  tliar  may  or(an  in  tin*  }>rac- 
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tice  of  the  medical  art,  and  for  this  purpose  to  meet,  correspond,  and 
communicate  wirli  any  in<Iividuals  or  any  association  of  plivsicians  r!iat 
have  been  or  may  be  formed  in  tlieir  respective  counties,  and  make  re- 
port from  time  to  time  of  their  doings  to  this  society  as  occasion  may 
reqnire/' 

Notwithstanding  the  nrgent  solicitations  of  this  committee*  for  earn- 
est men  tjiey  were,  the  meeting  for  the  formation  of  an  association  did 
not  occur  till  Januai-y  16th.  1787.  The  first  name  and  hrst  president  of 
those  constituting  the  association  was  AVilliam  "Whiting,  ui  Great  Ear- 
rington.  Mr.  Taylor  kindly  fiindshed  these  facts.  D)\  ^WllUani  Whit- 
ing was  a  son  of  Lieut.  Col  William  Whiting,  of  Boziali,  Conn.,  born 
April  8th.  1730.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  John  Bulkeley,  of  Cob 
Chester,  Conn..  ))ecame  a  physician,  and  resided  for  a  time  in  Hartford. 
By  the  death  of  Dr.  Joseph  Lee  and  Dr.  Samuel  Breck.  both  occurririg  in 
1764,  a  vacancy  was  made,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  filling  oi  this  v;-as 
the  occasion  of  tlie  removal  of  Dr.  Whiting  to  Barrington.  His  first  ap- 
pearance there  was  in  March,  1765.  He  located  in  the  house  previously 
built  and  occupied  by  Dr.  Joseph  Lee.  He  united  tavern  keeping  with 
his  professional  business,  and  remained  on  the  place  until  1773,  when  lie 
built  a  house,  still  standing,  though  removed  from  its  former  site.  Fie 
soon  became  prominent  in  town  affairs,  was  often  moderator  of  tovrn 
meetings,  held  the  office  of  selectman  repeatedly,  and  in  1776  and  1778 
was  a  member  of  tlie  committee  of  safety.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  colonies,  and  was  active  and  patriotic. 
He  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Provincial  Congresses  in  1774,  .1  and  0.  serving 
on  important  committees.  He  ^vas  justice  of  the  peace  during  the  Bevo- 
lution,  and  his  commission,  issued  under  the  reign  of  George  TIL,  was  one 
of  those  altered  by  the  State  Council,  July  Sth.  1776,  to  correspond  with 
the  changed  state  of  political  affairs.  From  1781  to  1787  he  was  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Berkshire,  and  as  such  was 
compelled,  with  otlier  judges,  by  the  mob  of  Shays  rebellion  in  1786,  to 
sign  a  paper  agreeing  to  hold  no  more  courts  until  the  State  Cou^tituri' )U 
should  be  reformed  or  revised.  His  course  in  the  Shays  trouble  v.  as  h\ss 
commendable  and  patiiotic  than  in  the  Revolution.  It  was  such  as  hroiiglit 
upon  him  the  dislike  and  displeasure  of  the  friends  of  law  and  order.  For 
his  course  in  this  tumult  he  was  lined  and  sentenced  to  imprisonnnMU .  and 
compelled  to  sign  bonds  to  keep  the  peace.  Ills  olYense  seems  to  have 
consisted  in  seditious  words  and  practices."  He  left  the  n^purado!!  .>f 
a  skillful  physiciati  and  surgeon,  and  a^ipears  to  have  had  an  t'.xtt-n^ive 
practice.    He  died  Deceml)er  Stli,  17t>2,  aged  62  years. 

Dr.  Erasiics  r'jr.ant.  of  Sto(dvl)ridge,  is  the  next  niiM-nlMU-.  lb'  w  as 
the  eldest  son  of  the  llev.  Erastus  SergeaiU,  the  tirst  nnnistor  cf  8i<M-i;- 
bridg-e,  missionary  to  the  Housatunniic  Indians,  and  one  of  the  Hist  while 
settlers  in  that  trewn.  It  is  believed  that  Dr.  Sergeant  was  the  first  whil»} 
male  child  iKU-n  in  Stc^ckbridgiN  in  17l-\  He  was  WiWA  bu'collego  by  his 
father,  entered  I"*rinceton,  was  tln^v  twt^  or  rhi-(M>  years  but  did  not  gradu- 
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ate  tliere.  Me  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas  Williams,  of  Deerheld, 
the  usual  period  of  two  years,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  pihysic 
and  sui'gery  at  Stockbridge  about  1764,  and  irnraediately  establislied  a 
fine  business.  He  was  much  relied  upon  as  counsellor,  and  in  ditricult 
cases  was  the  last  resort.  He  was  a  most  excellent  surgeon,  and  per- 
formed nearly  all  the  capital  operations  in  his  circle  of  practice,  which 
extended  over  a  diameter  of  thirty  miles;  and  was  considered  to  be  very 
successful  in  his  operations,  even  in  cases  which  were  considered  to  l)e 
desperate.  He  educated  several  students  who  became  eminent  x^i-'^^cti- 
tiout-rs.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society- 
in  1785,  and  was  a  meml)er  29  years,  in  which  iieriod  he  was  often  ch^)sen 
as  councilor.  I)r.  Partridge  observes,  "  He  was  endowed  with  a  sound 
judgment  and  skill  in  his  profession,  was  sedate,  with  a  large  share  of 
Christian  grace,  and  was  truly  the  beloveds  physician.  It  was  said  that 
no  one  ever  spoke  ill  of  him  from  his  youth  up.''  In  the  summer  of 
1776  lie  went  to  Ticonder<;)ga  with  a  regiment  from  Berkshire,  under 
Cai^tain  Cook,  of  Curtisville,  and  held  some  office  in  the  company.  In 
Shays  rebellion  his  house  was  visited,  and  he,  with  his  students.  Par- 
tridge and  Catlin,  were  taken  away  as  prisoners.  He  was  tall,  erect,  and 
spare  in  flesh.  The  latter  period  of  his  life  he  had  pulmonary  disease, 
-^and  in  Novem])er,  1814,  while  seated  at  the  dinner  table,  he  was  attacked 
with  a  fit  of  coughing,  succeeded  by  such  a  violent  hemorrhage  that  it 
speedily  terminated  his  life,  at  tlie  age  of  72  years. 

Dr.  John  Hidhert,  of  Alford,  has  very  little  history.  These  par- 
ticulars are  furnished  by  Mr.  Ticknor  and  Mr.  Warner.  He  settled  in 
Alford  before  1770,  and  purchased,  sixteen  acres  of  land  of  Anthony 
Hoskins,  one  of  the  original  proprietors.  He  was  elected  town 
clerk  and  also.one  of  the  selectmen  in  1773,  at  the  first  meeting  after  the 
incorporation  of  the  town.  He  received,  according  to  tradition,  a  classic 
education  at  Yale.  His  commission  as  justice  of  the  peace  was  revoked 
because  he  was  a  Shays  man."  In  17SS  he  was  representative  to  the 
General  Court.  In  the  Revolution  he  had  various  minor  offi<^es.  He  was 
one  of  the  committee  of  correspondence,  inspection,  and  safety.  He 
married  a  Miss  Hamlin,  who  became  the  mother  of  a  numerous  family 
of  children,  among  whom  was  the  late  Hon.  John  W.  Hulbert,  of  Pitts- 
field,  who  represented  this  district  one  term  in  Congress.  He  was  tlie 
only  physician  in  town  for  a  long  period.  He  died  in  June,  181o.  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  was  burled  in  a  small  cetutuery  near  rh-^ 
present  residence  of  Mr.  S.  T.  Osborne,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
Xo  stone  marks  the  place  of  burial. 

Dr.  - David  Church  was  another  of  tliis  famous  icvowy^  in  i\w  lir-r 
meeting,  but  nothing  particular  can  be  learned  about  him. 
.   Of  Dr.  Eldad  Lewis  we  have  already  spoken. 

Dr  Joseph.  Clark,  of  Richmond,  one  of  its  earliest  ]ihysician>,  and  on.' 
of  the  flftt-en  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  a>si)ciatipii  of  r..'rkshire 
physicians,  was  from  S[)ringlield.    He  was  a  very  successfub  practitiorn'r. 
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and  a  man  of  great  influence  in  tlie  affairs  of  the  comniunit\-.  After  re- 
siding for  a  few  years  in  Eichmond,  he  was  solicited  by  friends  in  Ver- 
mont to  remove  to  that  State,  After  removing  there  he  had  a  hmg  and 
extensive  practice.    The  year  of  his  death  is  not  known. 

Dr  Hezelxlali  Clark;  of  him  no  record  is  made  save  his  presence  at 
this  meeting.    He  was  from  Lanesborongh. 

Dr.  Oliver  Breicster,  of  Becket,  was  born  at  Lebanon,  Conn  ,  April 
2d,  1760.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  pilgrims  of  the  JlmifloKtr. 
At  a  very  early  age  he  obtained  liis  profession,  and  was  employed  as  a 
surgeon  in  the  Ameiican  army,  in  a  regiment  from  Berkshire,  under  Col. 
John  Brr»wn,  of  Pittsfieh.l,  in  the  valley  of  the  Mohav-k.  On  tlie  morn- 
ing-before  the  action  at  Herkimei'  ho  was  breakfasting  with  some  oiiicers 
of  tlie  regiment  to  which  he  belonged.  The  colonel  observing  that  the 
company  ate  little,  reproached  them  with  covrardice,  saying,  "These  fel- 
lows, Brewster,  have  lead  in  their  stomachs."  They  w-ent  immediately 
into  action,  and  in  less  than  live  minutes  the  colonel  fell,  and  Br.  Brew- 
ster was  just  in  time  to  see  him  expire.  His  labors  in  his  profession 
were  indefatigably  faithful  and  successful.  In  most  instances,  particu- 
larly in  acute  diseases,  liis  practice  was  eminently  successful.  Beneli- 
cence  was  a  well  known  trait  in  his  character.  This  was  particularly  ex- 
i:>erienced  by  his  patients  to  Avhom  when  poor  he  v;as  not  only  a  physi- 
cian but  a  father,  relieving  their  wants  to  the  extent  of  his  ability.  His 
professional  charges  were  remarkably  moderate,  and  his  collection  of 
them  from  persons  of  humble  means,  if  collected  at  all,  was  in  the  most 
favorable  way  possible.  His  worldly  prosperit^r  was  due  to  his  industry 
and  economy  of  time.  In  liis  family  his  fidelity  as  a  Christian  father 
was  remarkable  and  exemplar^^  Decision  and  determination  wer*-  in- 
deed the  characteristics  of  the  maa.  He  stood  as  a  pillar  in  the  church 
in  which  he  was  a  deacon.  Religion  was  to  him  a  delight,  not  a  burden. 
It  abounded  in  him  and  in  mixed  companies  his  conversation  u]m>u  it 
possessed  that  readiness  and  force  which  manifested  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance both  with  its  theory  and  spirit.  February  loth,  1S12,  lie  was 
visiting  a  very  sick  lad,  in  imminent  danger.  \Valking  the  room  in  deep 
anxiety  he  said,  1  know  not  what  more  we  can  do  but  we  must  all  piay 
for  him,  and  pray  for  ourselves.''  He  was  immediately  seized  with  an 
apoplectic  attack,  losing  all  consciousness  ;  in  which  slate  he  lay  for  six 
hours,  w^hen  he  died  in  the  honors,  fullness,  and  richness  of  liis  man- 
hood. 

Dr.  Jcibez  Coicdry  was  from  Sandistield. 

Drs.  John  Budd  and  f^amud  Baldwin  were  from  liarriuuron. 
Dr.  Jacob  KiiKjsharif  was  from  Tyringham. 
Of  these  four  physicians  there  is  no  history. 

Dr.  Gideon  lliomj'Sun  was  the  first  physician  of  Let\    But  little 
known  of  him.    He  was  a  native  of  Goshen,  Conn.,  was  in  Lee  only  a 
few  yeais,  and  removed  to  Uahvay,  N.  \. 

Dr.  OUcer  Fariridyc,  of  Stuckbridge,  born  April  ::uth,  iT:)l,  in  Hat- 
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field.  Studied  mediciiie  tlun^e  and  removed  to  Stockbridge  in  1771.  He 
began  an  active  practice  of  Ins  profession  in  177:),  and  died  in  Jnh',  IS  iS. 
He  liad  lived  in  one  house  seventy-seven  years,  and  liad  been  in  the  pro- 
fession seventy-live  years.  Throughout  this  long  period  he  was  eiigaged 
in  the  study  and  pursuit  of  medicine.  He  was  a  careful  observer  of  na- 
ture, a  student  of  botany,  and  was  interested  in  the  stifdy  of  the  medici- 
nal plants  of  this  country.  He  even  engaged  in  a  public  discussion 
upon  tlie  merits  «>f  some  of  our  indigenous  plants  with  Dr.  Thatcher.  r>f 
Plymouth,  after  they  were  both  past  the  age  of  four  score;  and  even 
when  he  was  more  than  ninety-five  yenrs  old  he  corresponded  with  an  erni 
nent  physician  concerning  a  case  of  some  doubt.  He  was  particularly 
skillful  in  clu'iuiic  C(unplaints.  and  in  detecting  the  diseases  of  children. 
Mr.E.W.B. Canning  has  furnished  the  following  anecdotes  illustrating  his 
sagacity  and  shrewdness  in  detecting  and  tracing  chronic  aihnents.  "At 
one  time  he  was  called  to  see  a  patient  in  Lanesboro  who  through  injudi- 
cious use  of  calomel  had  an  arm  in  which,  from  excess  of  the  drug  tliere, 
was  carious  bone  vrith  its  attendant  misery.  He  wrapped  the  limb  in  sheet 
lead  taken  from  tea  chests,*  and  said  that  the  lirst  a])plication  drew  out 
mercury  so  thnt  the  lead  was  changed  into  a  fine  powdery  amalgam.  He 
continued  the  remedy  until,  with  the  aid  of  expulsive  remedies,  he  ex- 
hausted the  cattse  of  the  disease  and  restored  the  patient."  Again  he 
shewed  his  shrewdness  in  the  management  of  a  case  of  rheumatism  of 
the  knee  joint.  "Dr.  Partridge's  great  remedy  in  such  cases  was  fric- 
tion.'' He  had  anticipated  the  modern  treatment  by  massage,  •'  He 
knew  that  if  he  told  this  patient  to  sit  and  rub  the  knee  for  one-half  huur 
continuously  two  or  three  times  a  day,  she  would  pooh  at  him  for  a 
quack.  He,  calling  one  day,  told  her  he  had  seen  an  account  of  a  won- 
derful cure  of  rheumatics  by  a  very  simple  agency,  and  wished  she  would 
try  it.  She  was  a  farmer  s  wife  and  almost  daily  had  a  boiled  diriuei'. 
He  requested  her  to  take  the  sublimated  fat  on  the  under  side  of  the  pot 
lid,  and  therewith  rub  her  knee  for  one-half  hour.  Slie  did  so  and  was 
greatly  helped.  In  telling  me  this  his  eye  twinkled  roguishly  as  he  re- 
marked, '  The  fat  was  of  no  use,  but  I  knew  I  couldn't  get  the  rub  which  I 
wanted  except  by  playing  off  the  grease  as  the  new  found  remedy.'  "  At 
another  time  he  called,  just  after  as  a  young  physician  he  had  commenced 
his  practice,  upon  a  neighbor  who  was  troubled  with  a  disorder  whose 
nature  he  read  at  once  and  venttired  to  hint  to  the  woman  thar  he  rhoimht 
he  could  help  her.  She  rejuidiated  tlie  suggestion  at  once  with  a  siu^-r, 
as  "a  boy's  attempt  to  make  himself  a  doctor."  Nothing,  she  said.  <'ver 
did  her  any  good  save  a  certain  i)ill  nuide  by  an  elderly  physician  in 
Great  Harrington.  She  had  run  out  of  them  and  was  waiting  for  aii  op- 
portunity to  send  for  more.  He  told  her  he  expected  to  go  (h»\vn  the 
next  day,  and  would  do  her  errand  for  her.  She  absented,  lie  went  home 
and  concocted  a  lemedy  of  his  own,  mar.ufactured  it  into  piU>.  and  a  leu- 
days  afterward  called  and  ltd't  them,  sayiim,  Tli.u'*^  are  ih-'  pi!N  y-u 
sent  foj'."    Some  time  afterward  he  airain  called  and  a^ked  aft.>r  her  (  "n- 
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dirioii.  She  assured  liini  tlie  doctor  hud  outdone  himself,  for  never  had 
his  medicine  sec  her  on  her  pins  so  speedily  and  completely.  He  rhen 
told  her  of  his  rnse,  with  tliis  tin^de  of  the  interview:  "Weil,  if  you 
did  this.  I  believe  you  do  know  something  and  you  can  look  after  me 
and  my  family  hereafter."  It  is  said  that  he  was  with  the  volunteers 
who  marched  to  the  V»attle  of  Bennington,  or  had  hurried  on  l;efore 
them,  and  often  related  that  during  the  busy  scenes  that  followed  tiin 
battle,  lie  noticed  and  spoke  of  the  blood,  upon  the  sleeve  of  Captain 
Stoddard.  In  Septeml)er,  1784,  a  vote  was  passed  whicli  ga\'e  to  him 
the  libtu'ty  of  erecting  at  his  own  expense  a  -'high  pew*"  over  the  en- 
trance do(n's  of  the  gallery  ;  to  be  used  by  him  as  he  pleased  during  his 
residence  in  the  town,  '-except  so  much  of  it  as  should  he  occupied  In- 
the  ty thing  men.'*  His  mind  held  out  to  tlie  last.  Only  four  weeks  be- 
fore 1ns  death  his  deposition  was  taken  by  one  of  his  lawyers,  and  his 
memory  was  so  accurate  that  he  would  not  sign  it  until  it  was  altered  to 
conform  exactly  to  what  he  had  told  the  party  some  months  previously. 
Thus,  with  quiet  diligence,  he  passed  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  een- 
tuiy  in  the  cure  of  disease  and  the  study  of  natural  history,  possessing 
always  the  love  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men,  and  died  after  having 
enjoyed  more  happiness  than  falls  to  the  common  lot  of  men. 

This  was  the  famous  first  meeting  and  it  is  fitting  that  those  that  con- 
vened should  be  reniend.")erecl.  Among  them  were  differences,  no  doulu. 
upon  political  quesrions.  radical  and  heartburning,  for  we  find  that  such 
men  as  Whiting  and  Sergeant  were,  in  relation  to  the  attitude  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  Shays  rebellion,  in  direct  hostility.  So  that  at  the  second 
meeting,  in  May,  1787.  there  were  but  seven  present.  They  probably  had 
a  short  meeting,  pei'haps  not  felicitous,  for  the  record  runs,  "  Wliereas. 
the  tumults  of  the  times  are  so  great  as  almost  to  prevent  a  meeting, 
etc.-'  Only  in  February  26th  of  that  y^ar  Stockbridge  liad  been  pillaged 
at  pleasure  and  a  great  nund.^er  of  inhabitants  made  prisoners. 

At  the  third  meeting,  June  l'2th.  1787,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bingham 
in  Stockbridge,  10  o  ye  clock  A.  M.,"  there  were  convened  fourteen  phy- 
sicians. Among  then)  were  two  who  became  famous  in  the  medical  hi>- 
tory  of  the  county.    And  we  give  a  sketch  of  them. 

Dr.  Tlrnothi/  C7i/'lds  vias  one  oi  the  leading  patriots  of  Pittslield  in 
the  Eevolution.  His  father  was  Capt.  Timothy  Cliilds.  who  led  a  company 
of  minute  men  from  Deerlield,  when  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexingroi\  wa^ 
received,  at  the  same  time  that  Dr.  Timothy  was  marcdiing  witlia  simihir 
corps  from  Pittstield.  Dr.  Childs  was  born  at  Deeriiehl  in  17-18.  entered 
Harvard  in  17C4,  but  did  not  graduate.  He  studied  medicine  in  his  iiarive 
town,  with  Dr.  Thomas  Williams,  and  established  InmsL-ll'  in  practice^  in 
Pittstield  in  1771.  Tfiis  young  ]>hysi('iiin  \va>  a  valnable  acct^x>i,in  to  [\w 
w^higs  ;  he  soon  won  po})nlarity  and  intbience.  ]ti  t>v(Ml  inni>eif  an  etfecrive 
speakei",  and  by  his  rich  qnaliries  of  mind  and  h.'art.  a^  wrll  as  by  iln' 
contagion  of  his  youthful  /.cal.  ga\-.'  a  n.ow  impel  us  lo  iln'  i-an-c  inde- 
pendence which  he  espoused.    l.u  1771,  Anga>t  b'lh.  he  ami  Joliu  Strong 
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drew  lip  the  p-titioii  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pittsfiehl  to  the  "Hon'l  Old 
Courr  not  to  transact  any  business  this  term,"  wliicli,  not  admittino- re- 
fusal, reacted  in  the  permanent  suppression  of  tlie  courts  of  law  under 
royal  commission  in  Berkshire.  In  tlie  spring  of  1774  he  asked  permis- 
sion to  "set  up  inoculation  in  Fittsfield."  The  town  meeting  of  177:>  de- 
nied him  pennission,  but  it  M-as  granted  in  1776,  with  liesitancy  and 
end^arrassing  conditioiis.  This  circumstance  speaks  highly  for.  riie^  bold- 
ness and  push  of  this  young  doctor.  Since  tlie  first  inoculating  hospitals 
in  the  State  were  opened  in  17G4  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  and  in  17^6 
William  Aspinwail  and  Samuel  Hayward  prepared  at  Brookline— pi-oba- 
l)]y  on  account  of  the  appeanmce  of  small-pox  in  Cambridge  in  177^)  — 
for  private  inoculation,  it  required  liigh  courage  and  strong  convic- 
tion thus  early  in  the  county  to  face  the  danger  and  unpopularity  of  this 
measure.  In  the  winter  of  1774-0  he  was  one  of  the  com.mittee  of  inspec- 
tion and  correspondence.  Dr.  Childs  first  marched,  as  one  of  its  lienten- 
aurs.  in  a  r-ompany  of  minute  men  composed  of  the  flower  of  Pittslield 
and  Richmond,  April  22d,  1774,  but  was  soon  detailed  as  surgeon.  He 
was  afterward  appointed  regimental  surgeon,  with  Dr.  Jonathan  Lee  of 
Pittsheld,  who  was  afterward  surgeon,  as  his  assistant.  In  1792  a  com- 
mittee was  ap]:>ointed  to  see  if  Dr.  Childs  might  safely  be  permitted  to 
l>ui]d  a  medicine  store  on  the  west  side  of  fhe  meeting  liouse,  and  tiieir 
report  was  that  he  might  "  safely  be  permitted  "  to  do  so.  In  the  war  of 
1S12  he  was  appointed  visiting  physician  to  the  prisoners  in  Pittsfiehl  and 
Cheshire,  and  tlie  marshal  of  Massachusetts,  writing  to  him,  says,  '-That 
your  services  have  been  constant,  arduous,  and  successful,  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  your  well  known  character  for  patriotisni,  zeal,  and  profes- 
sional skill,  and  it  was  from  these  considerations  that  when  I  proposed 
the  appointment  I  felt  peculiarly  gratified  that  you  signihed  your  ac- 
ceptance.'' 

Dr.  AsaJiel  WrigJit,  of  AVindsor,  was  born  February  26th,  17^)7.  He 
first  married  Mary  Worthington,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children.  His  two 
eldest  sons  were  educated  at  AVilliams  College.  Five  of  them.  Orrin, 
Erastus,  Uriel,  Clark,  and  Julius,  were  jjhysicians  ;  one,  Worrliington, 
a  D.D.,  one,  Asahel,  an  LL.I).,  one,  Philo,  a  farmer.  Asa  Wright,  his 
father,  was  an  architect,  and  accompanied  Pev.  Mr.  Wheelock  fnuu  Leb- 
anon to  Hanover,  X.  H.,  where  he  superintended  the  erection  of  l>art- 
mouth  College  buildings.  Asahel,  his  son,  entered  Dartmouth  Colh-ge, 
remaining  through  the  junior  year,  but  the  death  of  his  fatiier  necessitated 
his  leaving.  He  then  studied  medicine,  afterward  served  as  surgeon  in 
the  navy  of  the  Pevolution.  He  then  settled  in  Windsor  about  17SI.  and 
l)racticed,  not  only  in  AVindsor,  but  in  Dalton,  }*eru,  Hinsdale,  and  otlier 
tovrns  till  Dr.  Kittredge  settled  in  Hinsdale.  Mrs.  Herrick.  his  daughter, 
writes  :  My  father  was  a  man  of  remarkable  energy  and  lin-^  li.-dth.  1 
have  heard  him  speak  of  l  idiTig  to  these  places  on  lu>rseb;ick.  giiid<\l  )>y 
n)arked  trfc-j.''    He  fr-Mly  gave  his  services  to  poor,  was  a  r«\^u- 

lar  attendant  upon  Sabl>aih  worship,  and  a  siipp-jrter  of  the  goj^peh  lie 


OKNERAL  HISTORY. 


369 


was  genial,  enjoying  jokes,  dealing  them  out  to  liis  patients  when  lie 
thonglit  rhey  needed  no  medicine.  Highly  ivsi^H'ted  and  beloved,  and 
eminejuly  nsefnl,  he  speiit  a  long  life  honorably,  and  died  Feliinarv 
IGth,  18:J4. 

Dr.  Jolin  Vrrtffld  and  Dr.  Bevjamhi  Smitlf  were  at  the  third  meeting, 
the  hrst  frr.m  I);ilton.  the  second  from  New  Marlboro ;  bnt  I  have  no  his- 
tory of  them. 

In  estimating  rh^  character,  work,  and  wortli  of  these  men  we  must 
take  into  C(aisid.narion  the  times  in  which  they  acted.    Aiid  just  here  it 
is  suri)rising  that  June,  1787,  witnessed  the  gathering  of  fourteen  earnest 
men.     fur  the  purpose  of  promoting  medical  knowledge,  communicating 
extraoi'dinary  cases,  and  cultivating  union  of  sentiment  and  a  friendly 
social  intercourse  between  each  other,"  and  to  this  end  they     do  mutually 
agree  to  form  ourseves  into  a  county  association.''    They  had  just  passed 
througli  a  terrilde  period  of  war  which  taxed  the  patience  and  energy  of 
the  people  to  the  utmust  limit.    There  was  great  impoverishment  on 
every  hand.    The  medical  schools  of  the  country  were  broken  up.  There 
were  no  medical  communications.    And  add  to  thi^  Shays  rebellion, 
winch  ploughed  the  social  fabric  of  old  Berkshire  with  such  terrifhc  en- 
ergy that  churches  and  families  were  divided,  and  the  hands  of  neighbors 
raised  in  fury  against  each  other,  it  will  be  seen  what  an  undertaking 
this  was.    It  would  be  a  very  intei'estiJig  and  instructive  history  if  we 
could  know  what  they  C(jmmunicated  to  each  other.    They  were  noi  all 
agreed  upon  the  action  of  calomel.    They  did  not  all  agree  upon  the  dis- 
eases in  which  l)leeding  should  be  practiced.    Xo  doubt  some  were  sivep- 
tical  in  relation  to  the  use  of  bark  and  wine.    Some  followed  Cullen, 
others  Eush,  and  some  went  back  to  the  teachings  of  Sydenham.  But 
no  doubt  they  all  listened  with  serious  attention  to  the  calm,  dispas-^ion- 
ate,  and  truthful  oration  of  Dr.  Lewis,  ''And  it  is  my  earnest  wish  and 
seriotis  advice  that  we  may  in  all  things  and  in  all  circumstances  conduct 
witli  coolness,  deliberation,  and  candor  ;  that  we  may  remember  that  we 
are  acting  on  a  conspicuous  theater,  to  the  end  that  we  may  respect  our- 
selves, conduct  agreeable  to  our  rank  in  life,  and  avoid  everything  de- 
grading or  itnbecoming  our  character  or  the  good  of  society.    Thus  en- 
nobling ourselves  while  employed  in  the  most  important  services  of 
society,  we  shall  live  and  act  with  reputation  and  honor,  and  shall  tlnally 
quit  the  stage  with  the  highest  comxdacency  and  self  satisfaciiou.  as 
conscious  of  the  rectitude  and  dignity  of  our  actions  and  pursuif^.'* 
When  vve  consider  also  the  license  and  intemperance  of  ihe  times,  that 
even  associations  of  ministers  weie  always  accustomed  t(^  deliberate  with 
Hip  and  pipe,  that  free  drink  in  all  deliberative  Inxlies  was  x\w  vwV'  and 
not  the  exception,  we  shall  estinuite  this  bodx'  of  men,  who  lived  in 
earnest  and  came  to  honored  gi'a\'es,  at  a  highei-rate  than  usual,  as  *'  men 
of  coolness  and  self  control."    They  weie  so  eagei-  foi-  the  g' 'od  of  ilie 
prufessiuji  that  thny  dt^sired  fo  foj'c.-  every  pliy^icitm  the  com[^act  ; 

hence,  and  undoubtedly  very  much  through  the  iidlue:ict^  of  l>r.  Lewis' 
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oration,  they  iiduptod  rule  G:  "All  persons  residing  within  the  limits  of 
this  connty  and pret^nfluin  to  pnictice  physic,  and  sli-ill  i-efnse  afte)-  dne 
notihcation  to  become  a  member  by  attending  the  nieeting  and  subscrib- 
ing tlie  rules,  lit  slmJl  be  treated  vntii.  entire  neglect  by  all  that  are  mem- 
bers, in  respect  to  medical  matters."  This  we  are  disposed  to  call  liarsli 
and  overbearirig,  still  we  must  bear  in  mind  tlie  zeal  which  tliese  persons 
felt  for  the  disenthrailnient  and  elevation  of  the  practice  of  medicine. 

And  their  tenderness,  as  well  as  strength  and  ruggediies.b  of  charac- 
ter, is  manifest  in  their  Eiile  8:  All  decent  familiarity  be  allowed  in 
said  meetings  in  conversing  on  physical  subjects,  and  no  inadvertence  or 
niisappit^-henbiun  of  any  matter  thro'  inattoiitiun  be  made  a  subject  of 
ridicule,  but  shall  be  corrected  with  that  lenity  as  becometh  friends." 
Human  nature  is  pretty  much  the  same  everywliere  and  alv.ays,  and  it  is 
pretty  certain  from  this  rule  that  there  were  tjdkers  in  that  society  who 
sometimes  slopped  over.  Of  those  present,  even  then.  Dr.  Benjaniin  Smith 
did  not  sign.  So  he  was  treated  with  entire  neglect,  for  his  name  ap- 
pears no  more. 

Dr.  Jonedlmn  Lee,  Pittsfield,  and  Eplireirni  Dctrioin,  Jr.,  at  the  meet- 
ing in  January,  17SS,  became  members,  and  EliJeiJi  Cedlin.  vrho  after- 
ward settled  in  :S'ew  Marlboro,  and  died  June  5th,  1823,  aged  sixty-one  : 
and  Eeuljen  Buckruan.  who  also  settled  in  New  Marlboro  and  Sandisfield, 
of  whom  G.  W.  Sheppard  writes,  '^He  was  eccentric,  not  very  popular, 
and  practice  limited"  :  and  Jacob  Hoit,  of  whom  I  iind  no  further  men- 
tion, were  granted  certiiicates  by  the  censors  as  pliysicians.  They  voted 
to  meet  in  June  in  Stocklnidge,  but  the  rel>ellion  proceeding  such 
rapidity  to  a  crisis,  a  final  period  vras  put  to  the  above-mentioned  associ- 
ation. And  the  period  was  seven  years,  and  then  came  upon  the  stage 
some  new  men  whom  it  will  be  well  to  know. 

Dr.  Joseph  Weildej,  a  physician  of  skill  and  respectability,  moved 
into  Richmond  in  1794,  and  practiced  for  a  few  years,  but  Pr.  Burg 
hardt,  wlio  had  four  years  the  start  of  him  in  occupying  the  held,  left 
little  ground  for  Dr.' Waldo's  success.  He  accordingly  transferred  his 
labors  and  hopes  to  one  of  the  new  and  pronnsing  towns  in  western  New 
York,  where,  prospered  and  respected,  he  filled  out  the  measure  of  prac- 
tice until  the  infirmities  of  a  good  old  age  foi'l^ade  his  further  labors. 

Dr.  EltpJiedet  CeAt  was  one  of  the  first  physicians  of  Otis.  He  came 
from  Harwinton,  Conn.,  in  1794,  and  settled  in  that  part  of  Otis  known  as 
Loudon. 

Dr  ElnedJiein  Predt.    No  history. 

Dr  Hueju  Biiriiltv.rcd,  a  native  of  Great  Barrin-ion.  wa-  burn  in  1771. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  studied  nuHlicine  wirli  Dr.  Sergeant, 
of  Stockbridge.  commenced  lU'actice  in  Kichmond.  in  179:),  and  cnntinued 
the  beloved  physician  till  lS-2o,  when  declining  health  obliged  him  to  re- 
linquisli  o-enera'^1  ])ra^nice.  tlmuLih  called  after  that  in  (••>uncil  in  nhMiuntr- 
cases.  His  pi-actice  extended  to  other  tuwn^.  wh.-re  \w  often  had  the 
.charge  of  acute  cases.    Confidence  in  his  skill  extended  as  far  as  hib 
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imme  was  kiKnvn.  He  educated  many  students,  wlio  went  from  In., 
office  as  tlieir  Alma  Mater,  many  of  whom  distingiiislied  tliemselves  in 
medicine  in  diiTei'ent  sections  of  tlie  country.  In  pers(.n  lie  v,-as  a  sp^^ci- 
men  of  the  noblest  productions  of  nature— tall,  with  .a  well  proportioned 
physical  oriranizalion.  Erect  and  graceful  in  his  movements,  he  won  the 
notice  and  adinh-ation  of  alL  Affable  in  his  manners,  liis  geniality 
threw  a  halo  around  his  path,  and  made  him  a  most  welcoine  \dsitor  to 
scenes  of  suffering  and  sorrow.  In  discussion  he  was  strictly  logical, 
clear  and  convincing.  As  a  citizen  he  regarded  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity as  his  own.  and  gave  his  influence  strongly  in  tlieir  behidf.  Those 
wliose  memories  treasure  facts  that  transpared  seventy-three  years  ago 
will  recollect  that  the  war  of  1S12  drew  political  lines  so  strong  that 
brotlier  was  often  at  implacable  war  with  brother,  and  it  was  not  un- 
usual for  men's  strong  and  most  vindictive  foes  to  be  of  their  own 
family.  Dr.  Burghardt  took  an  active  part  in  this  war  of  feeling,  and 
the  pecuniary  sacrifices  he  made  to  sustain  and  give  ascendency  to  his 
party  were  his  pecuniary  ruin.  He  died  October  18th,  lS-22,  aged  fifty- 
one  years. 

Daniel  Goodioln  has  left  no  history. 
Dr.  Horatio  Jones,  of  Stockbridge,  son  of  Capt.  Josiah  Jones  of  tliat 
place,  grandson  of  one  of  the  first  x^ersons  who  were  chosen  as  companions 
of  the  first  missionary  and  schoolmaster  to  the  Ilousatunnuc  Indians,  was 
born  December  30th,  17G9.  He  entered  Yale  College  in  early  life,  and 
pursued  his  studies  so  zealously  that  his  e^X'sight  failed,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  them.  Having  an  active  disposition,  with  sevei'al 
others  he  went  to  what  was  then  called  the  Genesee  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  out  lands  as  a  surveyor.  In  this  business  his  health  and 
sight  were  restored,  and  he  returned  to  his  studentship,  en:eri)ig  the 
office  of  Dr.  Sergeant.  Before  commencing  practice  as  a  physician  he 
engaged  for  awhile  as  druggist  in  Stockbridge.  He  began  practice  in 
Pittsfield  where  he  remained,  over  a  year.  Invited  by  Dr.  Sergeant,  then 
in  the  decline  of  life,  to  settle  in  Stockbridge,  he  accepted  the  invitation. 
In  the  winter  of  1805-G,  probably  a  few  years  after  he  begau  practice  in 
Stockbridge,  he  went  to  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  improving  him- 
self more  particularly  in  the  department  of  surgery.  He  st)ent  the  win  to- 
there  in  attendance  upon  the  various  courses  of  lectures,  and  then  r(*turiied 
to  Stockbridge,  where  he  remained  till  his  death.  He  V)ecame  a  member 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  iii  1S04,  and  received  the  h.-norary 
degree  of  A.M.  from  AVilliams  College  in  ISIO.  liis  daughter.  Mr-.  Fair- 
child,  writes:  '^He  was  a  man  of  science,  eminent  in  his  proft^ssi^ui  :  a 
good  operator  in  surgery  ;  active,  sociid,  and  veiy  popular  ;  ind^tai igable 
by  night  and  da}^  to  give  relief  in  cases  of  distre.-s  or  danger."  *•  There 
was  that  in  his  manner  wliich  added  etlicit.Micy  t>»  the  nu'Jiciiif^  he 
exhibited,  and  his  ^'i<ir^  were  oflni  acknowledged  to  \ni  i>enrliciai  i'»  his 
X'atients  Avhen  lie  made  no  p)rescription."  Miss  Sedg\s  ick  said  uf  liiiu  : 
"Our  beloved  physician  \\ho  gave  us  smiles  instead  of  drugs." 
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Dr.Erastus  Serr/eant,  Jr..  was  born  at  Stockbridge,  in  1772,  graduated 
at  DartDioiitli  in  1792.  and  settled  in  Lee  in  1794.  He  was  a  genial  well 
informed  man,  a  skillful  physician,  and  had  an  extensive  practice.  He 
died  in  1832, 

Dr.  JJavid  Cuslilnr/,  of  Adams.  "He  was  a  kind  and  indulgent  hus- 
band, father,  friend.  IS'o  eulogy  could  be  made  so  lasting  as  the  monu- 
ment already  erected  in  the  bosoms  of  his  accpiaintances.''  He  was 
considered  a  remarkable  physician,  and  educated  many  young  physicians 
in  his  othce.  He  died  in  Adams,  of  typhus,  September  30th,  1814, 
aged  47. 

Dr.  Liscorii  Pl/illips,  of  Adams,  ''possessed  by  nature  a  strong,  in- 
vestigating mdnd  which  was  cultivated  with  more  than  ordinary  care  in 
scientific  accxuirements.  He  possessed  those  noble  qualities  of  soul  which 
eminently  fitted  him  for  the  various  relations  of  life.  His  practice  was 
extensive,  and  he  possessed  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  patients." 
He  was  born  in  Ashtield,  in  1777,  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Bryant,  com- 
menced practice  in  Savoy,  removed  to  Adams,  and  remained  till  his  sud- 
den death  in  1821. 

Dr.  Samuel  Carringfon,  of  Sandisfield,  has  no  history,  except  a 
record  of  his  serving  on  a  committee  in  the  society. 

Dr.  WnUarn  Buel  stood  prominent  as  one  of  the  censors  of  the  soci- 
ety but  I  hnd  nothing  further  of  hlrn. 

The  society,  to  make  the  meetings  more  interesting  and  profitable, 
added  a  rule—''  A  box  shall  be  opened  at  each  meeting  foi'  the  reception. 
incognito,  of  questions,  answers,  cases,  c^c."  This  means,  undoubtedly, 
that  some  members  were  supplying  medicines  or  methods  which  were  not 
accepted  by  the  bulk  of  the  profession,"  and  this  vv  ay  perhaps  was  de- 
vised for  protection.  And  at  that  time  there  were  some  members  who 
were  using  medicines  or  compounds  which  were  gaining  them  re}uire, 
which  they  had  not  communicated  to  their  brethren,  since  they  euacte-l 
Paile  II ;  '*  No  members  shall  have  any  secret  medicine  or  nostrum  which 
he  will  not  disclose  to  the  association  if  required." 

Dr.  John  Biidd,  of  Great  Harrington,  became  a  member  in  17'.\x 
and  in  June,  1795,  Dalxdt  Willcox  and  Jonatlicui  W/u'incg  were  ''ex- 
amined and  approved  by  the  censors,"  and  here  the  record  ends  till 
July,  1819. 

Under  the  favorable  circumstances  which  seemed  to  be  aidiuu-  tlu^  so- 
ciety in  its  good  undertaking,  and  considering  also  the  m.ui  who  com- 
posed it,  this  interim  of  twenty-four  years  is  very  remarkable.  It  i->  aNf) 
something  of  a  matter  of  interest  that  no  physicians  from  tlio  norili  part 
of  the  county  were  in  the  association.  \Ve  lind  none  north  of^  L.;u.'-1>op 
This  may  be'^accounted  for.  in  part,  perhaps  wholly,  by  the  fact  th.it  the 
meetings  were  held  in  Stockbridge  usually,  and  at  io  o'clock:  and  tak 
ing  into  account  poor  roads  and  borsohnrk-  i-i-liu-V.  it  will  u-'f  <.-"in  srran'r'\ 
or  be  attributed  to  indiirorciu'e  that  tlh'i>>  was  u..  :it  teiuLiur.'  fpMu  tli^^ 
north.    Neither  was  it  from  the  fact  tliai  th.av  w.uv  uo  cnmiu't-iit  phy- 
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sicicuis  and  surgeons  who  did  not  belong  to  this  society.  We  will  there- 
fore give  tlie  liistory  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  at  that  time. 

Di\  Samud  Porter,  of  AYilliamstown,  was  born  in  17o6,  and  came  to 
Williamstown  from  Northampton.  He  was  distinguished  as  a  surgeon; 
especially  in  the  line  of  "  bone  setter,"  his  fame  was 'wide  spread."  He 
had  the  patroon  of  Rensselaer  county,  N.  Y.,  for  a  patron,  and  it  is  re- 
lated tliat  having  perfoi'med  some  service  for  the  patroon,  for  which  the 
charge  was  considered  exoi'bitant,  he  replied  that  he  had  doctored  so 
nurny  of  his  poor  tenants  for  nothing  that  he  thought  the  charge  was 
about  right.  Many  apocrypjial  stories  are  told  in  the  community  regard- 
ing him,  but  ir  is  known  that  he  Avent  to  the  city  of  New  York  to  reduce 
a  hip  dislocation  wliich  had  l)afiled  the  eiforts  of  the  faculty  and  was 
successful.  He  was  reckless,  fearless,  and,  in  driving,  a  Jehu.  When 
asked  why  he  never  put  breeching  on  his  horses,  he  replied  with  a  lug 
D—  that  he  didn't  want  any  horses  that  couldn't  keep  oat  of  the  way  of 
his  sulky.  He  was  an  active  and  useful  man,  not  easily  discouraged,  and 
when  he  was  burned  out  in  his  later  years,  he  showed  the  energy  of 
manhood.  He  was  esteemed  for  his  benevolent  and  social  qualities.  He 
died  in  January,  lS:?-2.  after  a  long  and  severe  illness,  which  he  bore  vvdth 
great  patience  and  resignation. 

Dr.  William  Towner,  of  Wjlliamstown,  was  from  New  Fairfield, 
Conn.    He  was  born  in  1756.    His  iirst  settlement  in  the  county  was  at 
Stafford's  Hill,  Cheshire,  where  he  was  the  first  physician,  and  lived  a 
number  of  years.    He  moved  to  Wllliamstown  about  1790,  and  it  is  said 
at  first  occupied  the  place  now  owned  and  occuxiied  by  Almon  Stephens, 
the  old  office,  a  small  hip-roofed  alfair,  still  standing.    He  afterward, 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  occupied  the  house  in  Water  street,  now 
owned  by  M.  Welch,  opposite  G-reen  River  mills.    He  was  a  man  of 
graceful  exterior  and  XDleasing  manners,  a  courtly  gentleman  of  the  old 
school,  fond  of  society,  and  he     readily  lent  his  attention  to  subjects 
outside  his  profession;  especially  politics,  at  that  time  tlie  all-engrossing 
concern  of  the  day."    He  was  both  representative  and  senator,  and  jui>- 
tice  of  the  peace.    In  the  time  of  Shays  rebellion  he  became  very  obnox- 
ious to  Shays'  adherents,  and  was  shot  at  by  them,  some  of  the  buckshr't 
lodging  in  his  boot.    Being  ''an  old  democrat the  federalists  procured 
other  physicians  and  brought  them  into  town  to  '-run  him  out,"  but 
when  their  own  families  were  sick  they  employed  him.    He  was  con-^id- 
ered  in  hydrophobia  infallible,  and  as  certain  to  eradicate  the  i>oisoa  and 
prevent  the  disease,  but  what  method  or  medicine  he  used  is  not  known, 
except  that  calomel  was  exhibited  at  some  stage  of  the  trt^itnient.  \Yhat 
was  considered     heretical"  in  tiiose  days,  he  never  bh^d  in  fevers  or  in 
typhoid  pneumonia.    His  medical  aid  was  asked  extensively  in  fevers, 
and  in  them  he  was  considered  the  authority.    His  success  in  general 
medicine  was  wonderful,  his  fame  wide-siu'cad.    His  [)L'acii(\>  extended 
even  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  twenty-eight  years  after  his  dearh  his  grand.- 
daugliter  Received  from  people  in  high  life,  marked  attention  while  resid- 
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ing  in  AVaterford.  X.  Y.,  by  rensou  of  lier  relationsliip  to  Gerif^ial 
Tow  iipr.  Hg  was  f':^iid  of  iiiilitary  display.  He  was  coniniissic>iied  general 
of  brigade  by  the  State  and  is  described  as  large  and  well  proportioned, 
and  not  oniy  a  grand  but  a  splendid  looking  man  in  regimentals."  He 
was  sni'geon's  mate  in  Colonel  Simond's  regiment,  in  October.  1781. 
He  labored  liard  in  the  establishment  of  the  Free  School  "  founde.l  by 
Colonel  Williams,  afterward  Williams  College.  And  his  mune  heads  tln:^ 
subscription  for  building  a  house  of  public  worship  on  tlie  e?ninence  at 
the  head  of  the  street  where  the  meeting  house  was  burned  in  'GO.  lie 
was  strictly  temperate,  warned  t>y  the  nntimely  fate  of  others.  In  those 
days  it  was  the  custom  for  the  pin'sician  to  heip  liimself  in  his  calls  from 
the  decanter  on  the  sideboard,  and  warned  by  his  own  experience  he  said 
that  total  abstinence  was  his  only  safeguard,  and  he  wisely  refrained. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  looked  npon  as  one  of  those  to  support 
General  Dearborn,  and  he  would  have  done  so  had  not  death  frustrated 
the  purpose,  his  commission  arriving  after  that  event.  January  12th, 
1813,  at  Pownal,  Vt.,  where  the  epidemic  of  pneumonia  was  raging,  he 
was  seized  by  the  disease.  His  system  was  exhausted  by  excessive  toil, 
and  when  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Samuel  Smith,  who  had  been  practicing 
with  him  but  a  short  time,  reached  him,  he  told  Dr.  Smith  on  no  ac- 
count to  bleed  him.  as  it  would  cause  his  death.  But  in.  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Smith,  his  contemporary,  Dr.  Porter,  of  Williamsto wn,  called  ut»on 
him,  and  although  his  case  was  assuming  a  more  favorable  look  insist :^d 
upon  bleeding  and  performed  the  operation.  After  this  he  failed  very 
rapidly  and  died  at  the  age  of  58. 

Dr.  Samuel  Smith  was  born  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  August  13tli.  178'), 
and  died  in  Williamstown,  June  9th,  1852,  where  he  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  His  father,  Joseph  Smitli,  "lost  his  property  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,''  and  in  consequence  the  boy,  Samuel,  was  early 
bound  out  to  a  first  cousin,  and  he  relates  that  he  worked  though  the 
day  on  the  farm,  and  then  trudged  at  night  nearly  to  Amherst  after  the 
cows.  He  went  to  school  but  three  mon:hs.  When  he  came  to  AVil- 
liamstown  he  worked  at  the  blacksmith  trade  till  18.  when  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Towner,  and  his  health  failing,  studied  melicine  in  the 
office  of  his  father-indaw,  and  in  18(>9  entered  into  partnership  with  him. 
Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Towner  in  1813,  he  succeeded  to  that  g.Mitle:nan\s 
large  practice.  His  daughter  says,  ^'Father  was  em[)ha:ii'ally  a  self 
made  man  ;  he  had  few  hours  of  rest  night  or  day,  almost  constantly  in 
the  saddle  ;  yet  he  took  medical  journals,  and  put  the  rhou^'hts  in  hi> 
head  to  use  when  and  where  his  good  sense  sugL;-ested."  He  could  ct in- 
verse intelligently  with  Professors  Dewey,  Eaton,  or  Kellogg,  on  chemis- 
try, botany,  or  mediciu'^  He  used  many  indigrnn>iis  planis  as  lobtdia, 
elecampame,  colt's  foot,  skunk  cabbage,  etc.;  in  fad  In-  divdi  very  largi'ly 
in  the  vegetable  i)harmacop(ea,  while  using  other  remedies.  One  of  his 
fnvorite  renlHdit^s  in  aiMidc  dy.^popsia  was  equal  p;i:t>  of  sft^^l  tiliiu^s, 
aromatic  powder,  and  powdered  eggshells,  and  ii  was  excrdent.  His 
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preferred  medicine  in  debilit}-  was  iron  in  some  form,  more  usually  Iliix- 
liani's  tincture.  Opium  was.  however,  liis  sheet  anchor,  and  it  inay  be 
justly  ehiinied  that  the  priority  of  the  use  of  opium  in  i'evers  and  espn- 
cia]]y  peritonitis  in  this  section  beh)ngs  to  him.  He  was  a  man  of  rare 
})Owersof  observation  and  judgment  ;  of  exceHent  memory  ;  in  liis  o-en- 
eralizations  usually  accurate,  lie  trusted  much  to  the  powers  of  nature, 
especially  in  obstetrics  in  which  department  he  was  successful  and  nigh]  v 
esteemed.  As  a  practitioner  in  fevei's  he  vras  far  famed.  A  lono-  way 
ahead  of  his  generation  his  practice  in  these  conformed  to  that  of  the 
present  day.  Discarding  l>leeding  and  cathartics  his  patients  were  nour- 
ished, their  nervous  system  ctaieted  with  opium,  and  they  vrere  -placed  in 
the  best  condition  for  th.e  conservative  powers  of  nature  to  weather  the 
storm.  In  adynamic  cases  he  used  stimulants  freely.  On  the  use  of  calo- 
mel and  bleeding  he  often  came  into  conliict  with  his  medical  brethren, 
being  a  man  very  firm  and  decided  when  he  felt  himself  in  the  right. 
Asa  Christian  he  '\\as  \ery  active,  and  his  seat  was  very  rarely  unoccu- 
X^ed  on  the  Sabbath.  He  was  honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  beino: 
twice  elected  to  represent  them  in  the  Legislature.  In  his  family  and 
society  he  was  genial,  in  his  3'ounger  days  frolicsome  ;  loving  a  dog  and 
gun,  and  an  excellent  shot.  He  was  familiar  with  the  mountains  of 
Williamstown,  often  visiting  Greylock  ;  and  his  daughter  accompanying 
him  was  the  first  woman  who  rode  on  horseback  to  tlie  summit.  He  had 
a  strong  expressive  face,  jet  black  hair  even  till  his  death,  and  a  quei;e. 
An  early  riser  and  of  great  activity,  he  accomplished  much  while  otliers 
were  asleep.  He  delighted  in  the  best  and  earliest  garden  in  town,  and 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  this  respect  excelled  all  his  neighl^ors.  He  took 
his  eldest  son  into  partnership  with  him,  and  also  Dr.  Sabiji,  and  at  his 
death  was  copartner  with  his  youngest  son.  His  ride  was  very  exten- 
sive, one  day  riding  over  sixty  miles  and  visiting  patients  in  three  diffei-- 
ent  States,  his  circuit  of  business  being  over  twenty  miles.  He  died  after 
a  short  illness,  closing  a  life  full  of  blessing  to  his  family,  the  poor,  the 
community,  and  the  profession. 

Dr.  Asa  Burbaiik  was  born  in  Williamstown,  September  -JSth,  1773. 
He  devoted  his  early  life  to  study,  and  graduated  at  Williams  College'  in 
1797;  was  appointed  tutor  in  1798,  and  held  the  position  two  years.  In 
1800  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  oflice  of  Dr.  Towner,  at- 
tended courses  of  lectures  in  Xew  York,  tind  commenced  practice  in 
Lanesboro.  Here  he  continued  in  extensi\  e  and  lucrativ  e  practi(\',  nut 
only  in  this  but  adjoining  towns,  giving  universal  satisfacriv.n  to  alL  In 
1824  he  removed  to  Albany  and  remained  tour  y(\trs.  rill  he  was 
attacked  with  Ijrain  troulde  brought  on  by  a  falb  when  h^^  returned  to 
Williamstown.  He  became  blind  and  remaiuiMl  so  till  liis  d.-irh  in  l8-i9.  ■ 
He  sto(jd  high  in  the  esrimation  of  his  medical  brethren.  In  ISO'i  \w  was 
appointed  pi'ofessor  of  (>])stetrics  in  the  i^Mkshire  .Mt>d](*;\i  In^tiniti'Mi. 
then  connecred  with  AN'illiams  College,  retaining  hi^  .mi.M'r;* m  f(»r  two 
years  to  the  great  satisfa<'tion  of  the  students.    Dr.  WiUiaius  says  uf 


87G 


TIISTOKY  OF  BEKKSlIIRE  COUNTY. 


]iiiTi  :  He  was  one  of  the  most  companionable  and  facetious  of  men  and 
his  hap}>y  turn  of  rekiting  anecdotes,  of  which  an  abundance  was  stored 
in  Iris  capacious  mind,  often  kept  an  assemblage  in  a  I'oar  of  laughter. 
He  had  a  most  happy  and  enviable  faculty  of  cheering  up  the  mi  mis  of 
his  ])ntients,  even  in  the  most  desponding  cases,  and  okten  of  smoothing 
Their  dese'.mt  to  the  gj'ave.'*  IS'o  one  can  doubt  that  he  was  1)0tlL  a 
moral  and  religions  man."  In  a  letter  fronj  his  daughter  slir-  writes  : 
In  his  profession  his  love  of  doing  good  seemed  to  be  the  governing 
principle  of  his  life.  I  think  he  braved  tlie  winter  storms  of  old  Berk- 
shire wiih  more  readiness  to  visit  tlie  very  poor,  than  those  vrho  Jiad 
am])le  nn\ins  to  reward  him  for  so  doing.  To  ])ene(it  the  town  in  wliich 
he  lived  lie  was  wiliirjg  ti)  and  did  mal^e  great  sacilhces.  both  to  encour- 
age education  and  in  many  other  ways  to  improve  society.  My  fatlier 
was  tall  (6  feet  )  and  well  propoi'tioned.  with  an  eye  that  seeaied  to  re;id 
cliui  MCter  at  once;  retiring  in  his  manner,  but  could  indulge  in  severe 
sn:!:e  when  he  tliought  he  was  not  honorably  dealt  vvdth.  He  had  a 
1  appy  faculty  in  the  sick  room,  and  many  a  nervous,  desponding  patient 
ialli«^d  and  recovered  after  his  encouraging  conversation.  He  v/as  a  re- 
ligious man.''    His  disease  was  dropsy  of  the  brain,  and  his  age  50. 

yriUlam  II.  Tiller  was  born  in  Lanesboro,  May  ISth.  1780,  and 
died  December  13th,  186S.  He  vrorked  upon  his  father  s  farar  until  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  studied  one  year  with  Dr.  Silas  Hamilton,  continued 
his  studies  with  Dr.  Joseph  Jarvis,  of  Lanesboro,  and  completed  rhem 
with  Dr.  Asa  Bur])ank.  He  took  a  full  course  of  lectures  at  Colundna 
College,  New  York.  He  says,  "The  Marine  Hospital  was  at  hand  :  bone, 
muscle,  arteries,  and  veins  were  no  longer  presented  to  the  imnginatiou 
only.  I  coidd  examine  them  with  my  eye  and  the  dissecting  knife." 
At  that  time  a  spirited  discussion  was  in  progress  on  coutngion  in  yellow 
fever.  Dr.  Tyler  commenced  practice  in  Lanesboro  in  1S13.  and  soon  had 
an  extensive  ride.  He  practiced  among  the  best  families  in  and  out  of 
town  and  the  poor  he  never  neglected,  whether  there  was  pros[)ect  of  re- 
muneration or  not.  He  was  an  honored  mem])er  of  the  ^ras^sashusetts 
Medical  Society,  censor,  conncilloi',  and  president  <»f  tlu^  Berkshire  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  he  always  enjoyed  t(,)  a  high  degree  the  C(udidence  :nul 
esteem  of  his  medical  brethren.  In  ISlo,  1820.  18;M,  and  18:>r)  la>  repie- 
sented  his  town  in  the  Legislature  with  usefulness  and  great  credit  to 
himself.  An  extract  from  his  writings  when  iu^  was  seventy- live  years 
old  will  throw  light  upon  him  as  a  thinker,  ami  givt^  a  clew  if  the  clao- 
acter  of  the  times.  I  have  had  an  airxious,  arduous,  and  lalM>ih.u^  lite, 
and  luive  not  been  miore  than  onedialf  remunerated  fcr  it.  1  li:i\e  tried 
to  be  an  honor  to  the  medical  ])rt)fe^sion,  and  obtain  honor  and  a  good 
reputation,  but  very  many  of  the  I'acidty  have  dishonoivd  themselves  by 
dishonest  and  intriguing  elforts  to  (d)tain  busine>s.  (^)uaekei'y  and  prt*- 
tensuju  to  slvill  have  s!4)})lanted  and  broken  down  nrany  \n  ho  were  wort  hy 
of  the  l^est  public  }v.Uronage.  V^hiaekery  i^>  now  in  the  a-M'-Mulancy.  In 
medicine,  religion,  and  politics  a  gieattu'  eH'orl  .^eein^  ro  be  made  to  deceive 
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and  gnll  the  huiimii  family  than  to  enlighten  and  lead  them  to  a  knowledge 
of  tlie  truth.  I  have  hoped  and  desired  a  reform  fo]'  many  years  but  the 
last  twenty  years  have  been  gi'owing  wors(-,— there  is  vrrong  somewhere. 
I  never  saw  surh  a  world  as  this  before  and  hope  I  shall  never  see  a  worse 
one.  \Vho  is  T,  I  think  I  is  a  sentient  spirit,  an  immortal  soul  that  Vv  ill 
know  and  be  known  by  otlier  spirits  or  souls  when  separated  from  the 
body."  He  goes  on  and  speaks  of  the  repulsiveness  of  the  doctrine  of 
the  sleep  of  the  dead,  throughout  evincing  a  profound  trust  and  faith  in 
the  Lord.  His  intimacy  with  Governor  Briggs  was  only  sundered  hy 
death. 

Robert  C.  lioljlnson.  of  Adams,  was  born  in  1784  and  died  in 
1840,  having  practiced  medicine  iwXy  yeai-s  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county  and  the  adjoining  county  of  Hampshire.  He  studied  his  profes- 
sion under  the  direction  uf  the  distinguished  Dr.  Peter  Bryant,  of  Cum- 
mington,  whose  reputation  for  scientific  and  professional  attainments  is 
widely  known.  Dr.  Eobinsoji  was  a  self  educated  num.  and  a  writer  of 
considerable  eminence,  as  evidenced  by  his  essays  and  public  addresses 
on  various  subjects.  With  talents  of  a  high  order,  he  might  have  ex- 
celled as  an  orator,  if  his  course  had  been  in  that  direction.  In  the  sphere 
in  which  he  labored  he  Avas  useful  and  respected. 

Dr.  Snell  Bahhitf  was  boni  in  Norton,  Massachusetts.  Septeml)er 
9th,  17S3,  and  died  March  9th,  18.33.  While  young  his  parents  removed 
to  Savo}'.  When  a  lad  he  worked  upon  the  farm,  though  he  early  njani- 
fested  a  strong  desire  for  the  acquisition  of  knovy-ledge,  and  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hailock,  of  Flainheld.  he  pursued  preparatory 
studies.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  David  Gushing,  of  Ciieshire. 
There  he  practiced  a  short  time,  then  removed  to  Hancock,  where  lie  re- 
nuuned  till  1831.  He  continued  in  the  x)ractice  there  twenty-two  years, 
"  successful  as  a  general  practitioner,  and  distinguished  particularly  as 
an  obstetrician." 

He  was  not  merely  a  reader,  but  a  thinker,  a  discrimiPiating  observer,  and  a 
man  of  sound  judgment,  and  withal,  a  memory  so  accurate  that  at  the  bedside  ot  ihs 
patient  he  could  draw  from  this  storehouse  ail  that  was  valuable  in  the  formation  ol 
a  correct  opinion  of  the  case  in  hand. 

"Dr.  Babbitt  was  an  intelligent  and  agreeable  man  in  all  his  associiitions  with 
his  brethren — courageous  in  his  practice  and  however  urgent  the  case  his  energies 
were  made  to  correspond — cheerful  and  pleasant  at  home  in  his  tamil\-,  and  in  i:i:er- 
course  with  his  fellow  citizens.  He  [)0ssessed  those  qualities  which  made  him  not 
only  very  acceptable  in  the  chamber  of  the  sick,  but  contributed  largely  to  the  com- 
fort and  restoration  of  his  patients.  His  townsmen  elected  hnn  re[.)eatedly  to  the 
Legislature.  He  was  a  member  of  the  iMassaclui>etts  Medical  S.-oiety,  and  counsellor 
for  several  years.  In  the  latter  jKirt  of  his  life  he  made  a  public  profession  of  his 
faith,  departing  this  life  in  the  confident  ho[)e  and  trust  ot  the  go.-pel." 

Dr.  Elihu.  I[(i/rh-<  (,f  North  Adams,  wa>  b.un  at  1  >eerlield  .1  uly 
23th,  ISol,  and  lived  thtT.;  until  he  \v:i>  oiglu  y^'ar-  oM.  TIumv  w.ne 
superior  edticatiomtl  ad\  antagv's  there,  and  .hr  was  unuMially  ;idvaa.-"d  in 
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studies  when  be  lef^  the  vil]:io;e.  From  DeerheM  he  removed  ro  Clini-lp- 
moDt  and  then  went  out  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Allen,  of  Buckhoid, 
rill  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Sandf/rson  AcadHmv, 
and  two  years  afterward  to  a  store  in  R*)we  as  clerk,  thnn  parrn^]-.  Eiit 
drink  ruined  both  the  partner  and  his  f>usiness,  and  he. entered  the  ofiice 
of  Prs.  Smith  Clark,  in  the  spring  of  1821.  His  lirst  praerice  was  in 
Rowe.  where  with  J>r.  Ilaynes  he  practiced  live  years.  lu  18-29  lie  came  to 
Adams  when  th e  population  of  the  village  \^'as  466.  He  says, ' 'A  1 1  ha  t  i)eriod 
New  England  was  drenclied  with  New  England  rum  and  cider  brandy." 
He  at  once  identilied  himself  \vith  a  few  Congregatioualists  and  solicited 
funds  for  the  erection  of  the  fii'st  chnrcli  of  that  denomintiti. )ii  in  tlmt 
place,  of  which  he  was  a  ])rominent  member,  and  for  which  he  sjicriticed 
iiruch,  pecuniarily.  He  early  engaged  largely  in  real  estate  and  gained 
much,  giving  liberally  to  public  im])rovements  and  private  charities.  He 
established  the  first  newspaper  ever  published  in  Xorth  Adams,  ]:)urchas- 
ing  press  and  type  from  Williams  College,  and  paying  for  tliem  from  his 
own  funds.  He  was  a  man  of  great  activity,  indefatigable  in  his  medical 
wc)rk,  and  he  had  a  very  large  obstetric  practice.  He  was  a  memxber  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  the  Berkshire  Medical  Society, 
and  the  Xortliern  Berkshire  Society.  He  was  a  genial  and  companioimble 
man,  very  much  respected  by  his  medical  brethren.  He  died  ]\lav  17th, 
1879^ 

Dr.  Georr/e  Carllfile  Lawrence  was  born  at  Londonderry.  Vt..  Apnil 
3d.  1820.  He  was  the  son  of  Stephen  Lawrence,  wlio  was  born  in  Grotr.n, 
wliere  the  Lawrence  family  had  lived  from  very  early  times.  At  fourteen 
years  of  age  Dr.  Lawrence's  parents  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  attended 
school  and  subsequently  entered  Oberlin  College,  completing  his  ciuirse  in 
1844.  He  graduated  at  Berkshire  Medical  College  in  1S47.  commenced 
teaching  school  at  Adams,  and  we  have  heard  him  relate  that  he  was 
summoned  from  his  school  to  attend  his  first  obstetrical  case.  He  soon 
acquired  a  large  practice.  September  17th,  1857,  he  married  Jaup  E. 
Pelton,  of  Great  Harrington.  In  1859,  solicited  by  pronunent  men  in 
Xorth  Adams,  he  removed  there.  His  practice,  especially  ol.)stetrieai, 
was  large,  and  his  attention  or  rather  devotion  to  his  practice  was  unre- 
mitting", taking  btrt  two  short  vacations  in  twentv-tive  vears.  He  died  Jan- 
iiary  6th,  1884,  after  an  illness  of  only  a  few  days,  of  typho-malarial  ft'ver. 
Dr.  Lawrence  never  took  any  part  in  local  politics  and  nevei'  held  any 
local  office  except  that  of  chairman  of  the  board  of  health.  He  was  a 
large  and  tall  man.  He  was  very  genial  and  humorous.  His  kind  lieart 
was  as  well  known  as  his  expressive  face.  He  was  a  member  of  (he  State 
and  county  medical  societi<!S  and  of  the  local  society  winch  he  helpea  to 
establish  and  of  wliicli  he  was  president.  He  was  lil^eial  in  his  views, 
and  ado[»ted  that  which  his  judgment  apitroved.  His  presence  ann  wm-  his 
medical  bretiii'en  was  always  a  sourc^e  of  pleasnr(\  alrhou^h  lie  had  posj. 
tive  upini(ni>  and  was  free  r»'  e.\[>ress  ihem.  lie  It'iin-^  i  ^  nnewnai  to  the 
heroic  in  treatment,  and  in  the  hater  pan  of  his  life  hi^  large  doses  ot 
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quinine,  with  fivquent  repearings  in  fever,  startled  some  of  his  bretlir^n. 
He  used  opinui  and  chloral  very  largely  In  his  obstetrical  practice,  and 
trusted  in  difficult  cases  very  much  to  the  povrers  of  nature.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  he.  with  his  line  mental  ajid  moral  endowments,  wns  so 
engrossed  by  tlie  cai-es  of  a  liarassing  ])Tactice  that  lie  mingled  so  little  in 
society,  and  fell  too  early,  worn  out  by  his  unremitting  toil. 

Br.  Benry  IlaUei/  ^'hilds,  of  Pittsfield.  was  born  at  the  Child's 
homestead,  on  Jubilee  Hill  June  7th,  1783.  As  a  youth  he  was  both 
noble  hearted  and  noMe  minded.  He  graduated  at  ivilliams  CoriHi,-e  in 
180"i,  and  at  that  time  all  the  faculty  and  trustees  but  one  were  federalists. 
His  commencement  oration,  which  was  submitted  to  the  president  for 
approval,  was  full  of  the  rankest  Jeffersonian  democracy.  The  utterance 
of  what  was  considered  heresy  was  forbidden,  and  some  harmless  and 
probably  glittering  generab'ties  substituted.  But  when  it  came  his 
turn  to  speak,  out  leaped  the  pestilent  democracy.  The  president  tried 
to  stop  him.  but  he  could  not  be  silenced,  and  he  vrent  on  to  the  end 
amid  mingled  hisses  and  ai)X)lause.  And  this  foreshadowed  this  young 
man  s  future.  He  studied  medicine,  and  lu-acticed  with  his  father  as 
long  as  his  father  lived.  They  introduced  vaccination,  in  spite  of  strong 
oj^position,  as  his  father  had  inoculation.    In  May,  at  a  medical 

meeting,  after  a  long  interval,  Dr.  Childs  introduced  the  subject  of  a  me-li- 
cal  college,  urging  it  with  his  usual  ardor,  and  originated  the  Berkshire 
Medical  College.  From  the  time  of  its  establishment  he  was  its  soal, 
laboring  and  sacrihcing  greatly  for  it.  He  was  its  pi'esident,  and  the 
great  good  to  Pittsfield.  and  the  county,  and  State  emanating  from  it, 
counted  with  his  personality,  it  would  be  impossible  to  estimate.  He 
had  a  large  medical  practice,  and  besides  lecturing  in  Pittsfield.  was 
a  member  of  the  faculty  at  Woodstock,  Williams,  and  Willoughby,  and 
at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Though  his  professional  labors  were  sufficient  for 
an  ordinary  man,  he  found  time  for  the  activities  of  a  zealous  and  un- 
compromising democrat,  and  he  wielded  great  influence  in  his  l-arty. 
He  was  representative  in  1816  and  18-27:  member  of  the  Constitutic.ril 
Convention  of  1S2()  ;  State  senator  in  1837;  and  lieutenant-govern- -r  in 
1843.  In  the  Constitutional  Convention,  in  advocating  his  m-nidi  to 
amend  Article  3  in  the  bill  of  rights,  "he  particularly  distinguished  him- 
self as  the  chani|)ion  of  the  voluntary  system  in  the  support  of  juddic 
worship,  saying  that  it  is  the  inalienaUe  right  of  e\>M'\'  man  to  ifihi-'r 
that  worship  in  the  mode  most  consistent  with  the  dictatt's  of  hi-  -'\\n 
conscience."'  He  was  an  eminent  Christian.  As  (h^u-on.  Sabl^ath  -^1 
teacher,  and  president  of  the  Berkshire  Ihble  SocitMy.  he  exemplified  the 
grace,  tenderness,  and  power  of  Christianity.  He  was  gtuitle,  l>ut  siromc ; 
tender,  yet  true  hearted  ;  with  a  str<um-  will.  Imt  un-ler  loyal  dominion  ; 
with  aspiratir>ns  and  afbMUions  i-esting  nnt  alon*^  up- mi  th<>s,>  near  him. 
but  reaching  forth  a.s  hir  as  the  mis-.ion  of  him  he  -  >  raithl'ully  s»M*ved. 
It  was  sad,  (hat  desiring  it  so  mmai.  ie*  did  no(  in  la.-!  days  res'  Ills 
eyes  on  the  dear  old  hills  of  P»ei'k>hiiv,  anduiih  i  he  deep  blue  arch 
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Studded  with  stars  that  had  through  the  Icmg,  lonely  night  rides  been  to 
liiiii  an  inspiration,  filling  him  with  trust  and  hope.  He  was  with  his 
daughter  in  Boston  at  liis  death  in  March,  186S,  in  the  eighty-iifth  year 
of  his  age. 

At  the  resuscitation  of  the  society  in  July,  1819,  J)r.  II.  Bnrghardt 
was  chosen  president,  and  Dr.  Alfred  Terry,  secretary. 

Dr.  A.  Peny  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Conn.,  where  his  fatlier  was  the 
pastor,  but  in  1784  removed  to  Richmond,  Berkshire  county,  with  his 
l)arents.  In  1803  he  graduated  at  Williams  College.  For  several  years 
lie  was  in  feeble  healrh.  He  taught  school  for  a  rime  in  tlie  \Testfiehl 
Academy,  and  for  a  few  years  in  South  Carolina,  whither  he  had  gone  for 
his  health.  He  completed  his  medical  studies  at  Ilichmtujd  Medical  Cuh 
lege,  and  commenced  practice  in  Williamstown.  November  ist,  1814,  he 
mai-ried  Lucy  Benjamin  of  that  town,  and  in  November,  1815.  he  removed 
to  Stockbridge.  In  1837  he  went  to  Illinois,  and  having  fixed  upon  a 
location,  removed  his  family  in  1838,  but  died  September  10th  of  the 
same  year. 

"As  a  member  of  the  church  he  was  very  active,  as  a  physician  fervently  be- 
loved by  his  patients,  and  trusted  with  a  fearlessness  v>'hich  was  sometimes  denomi- 
nated idolatry.  He  was  a  man  of  great  patience  and  firmness,  and  he  differed  from 
many  of  his  day  in  both  his  rehgious  and  medical  views.  In  religious  matters,  though 
he  steadfastly  adhered  to  what  he  believed  to  be  right,  still  he  maintained  an  unusual 
degree  of  quietness  and  self  possession,  and  when  convinced  of  an  error,  no  man 
was  more  prompt  to  acknowledge  it,  and  seek  forgiveness." 

He  was  a  firm  temperance  man,  and  as  earh^  as  1827,  in  Stockbridge, 
through  his  energetic  efforts  an  auxiliary  tempjerance  society  was  formed. 
He  was  an  ardent  anti-slavery  man  when  to  be  such  oi  for  total  abstinence 
was  exceedingly  unpopular.  He  never  let  self  stand  betu  een  God  and 
duty.  He  went  to  the  ^Vest  against  the  earnest  oppositions  of  frien<ls, 
following  his  own  convictions  in  respect  to  duty  even  unto  death." 

Dr.  Charles  Wortliuujton,  of  Lenox,  was  born  August  27tli.  1778,  and 
died  May  23d,  1840.  He  was  an  active  mend)er  of  the  Berkshire  Medical 
Society,  and  held  various  responsible  positions  in  it,  and  he  appears  to 
have  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  medical  brethren. 

Br.  Rohert  Worthingfon,  of  Lenox,  was  born  Septend)er  2'.)rh.  17'.;»l. 
and  died  in  August,  1856.  He  was  well  known  as  a  physician,  having 
long  resided  in  the  county.  He  was  for  years  secretaiy  of  (he  B  -rkshire 
Medical  Society,  and  was  highly  honored  and  esteemed.  Not  only  was 
he  well  known  in  the  walks  of  pi'ofessional  life,  r)ut  in  tliose  of  Chilsrian 
benevolence.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  clniivh  in  L»miox. 
and  one  on  whom  much  was  imposed,  and  sustained  ^vifh  aliiliiy  ami 
constancy.  He  was  for  numy  years  treasurer  of  the  ]->crl<.s!uiv  l>ibh'  So- 
ciety, and  was  nrade  a  life  director  of  tlio  Amci  ican  r)iMo  Society.  lb* 
was  secretary  of  tlie  county  Seaman's  Friend  Society,  and  an  earnest 
friend  of  every  measure  of  popular  reform,  llis  Chrisiian  faith  wa.N  \  ifal. 
energetic,  active,  and  the  true  faith  that  w  uk-^  I'y  K>vo.    Hi>  memory 
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Will  always  be  cherished  with  honor.  These  brothers  were  sons  of  Captain 
Daniel  and  Lois  (Foote)  Wortliington,  and  were  born  in  Colchester,  Conn. 
Thefan)ily  lemoved  to  Lenox  probably  in  the  early  part  of  this  centnrv, 
and  tliere  the  parents  and  the  two  sons  above  named  died. 

Dr.  Daniel  Collins  was  a  native  of  Lenox,  and  dnrino-  many  years  a 
practitioner  tliere.  He  was  a  tliorongh  scholar  and  a  man'of  ability  and 
acute  observation.  As  a  practitioner  he  was  many  years  ahead  of  his 
time,  but  like  many  others  of  advanced  ideas  he  u'as  tlionghr  by  some  to 
be  almost  insane.  He  prescribed  fresh  air,  a  coolino-  regimen,  and  even 
Diilk  punch  for  fever  patients  Avhen,  by  many,  such  treatment  was  con- 
sidered nearly  equivalent  to  manslaughter  ;  and  in  many  other  things  he 
was  equally  in  advance  of  his  age.  He  was  not  an  orthodox  Christian  of 
the  times  wlien  he  lived,  and  he  was  consequently  unpopular  among  those 
who  regarded  orthodoxy  as  a  sine  qua  non  ;  but  among  those  by  whom 
he  was  best  known  he  was  highly  esteemed. 

Dr.  John  M.  Brewster,  of  Pittsheld,  was  born  October  22d,  17S0,  in 
Becket,  Mass.  His  early  education  v;as  at  the  Lenox  Academy.  He 
studied  medicine  under  his  father,  gjaduated  in  Boston,  reached  home 
the  day  his  father  was  brought  home  dead  of  aj^oplexy,  and  commenced 
immediately  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Becket,  which  he  continued  till 
1821,  when  he  removed  to  Lenox  and  successfully  practiced  there  for  16 
years. 

In  1837  he  removed  to  Pittsheld,  purchased  the  old  home  of 
General  Vrillis,  and  continued  his  profession  with  zeal,  fidelity,  and 
success  for  thirty  years,  making  in  all  fifty-five  years  of  continuous  prac- 
tice.'' His  physical  constitution  was  of  the  most  robust  kind."  The 
old  Brewster  homestead  is  one  of  the  historic  landmarks,  inasmucli  as  it 
has  the  credit  of  having  been  a  station  of  the  undergrouml  railroad  for 
fugitives  from  the  South  on  their  way  to  Canada.  Dr.  Brewster  welcomed 
to  his  house  Gerritt  Smith,  Elihu  Burritt,  and  Henry  \Vilson,  and  a 
strong  friendship  existed  between  him  and  Charles  Sumner,  to  the  close 
of  his  life.  Studious  of  social  propriety  and  civil  obligations,  he  firmly 
and  conscientiously  took  his  chances  on  the  side  of  manhood  and  light, 
calmly  and  quietly  awaiting  the  result.  He  died  May  3d,  18(30,  aged  80 
years. 

i>r.  Olicer  E.  Breicster^  son  of  Dr.  John  M.  Brewster,  was  born  in 
Becket,  January  31st,  1816.  His  early  education  was  received  in  L^nox,  his 
collegiate  in  Williams  College.  His  medical  studies  were  under  his  father 
and  at  Berkshire  ]\fedical  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1830.  He  com- 
menced practice  in  Pittsfield,  and  married  Clarissa  A.  Allen  in  1841.  In 
1862  he  was  commissioned  as  surgeon  ol*  the  h'(;rty-eiglit li  Mas>achusetts 
regiment.  He  was  ]»ainstaking  in  the  investigation  of  di>ea>e,  and  very 
successful  in  the  treatment  of  it.  He  was  fearless,  and  in  the  army  was 
neither  afraid  to  utter  his  convict  ious  noi-  drt'end  tluMU.  lie  h.id  ihe 
cunlidence  ;ind  esteem  of  all  wlm  kiie\\  him.  lli^  h;ibits  \\»_'re  active,  and 
in  his  whole  army  life,  he  was,  unless  sick,  always  present  at  tbe  iiioni- 
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ing  call.  When  on  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  lie  was  attacked  with  clirnnic 
diarrha^a,  and  it  necessitated  liis  leaving  the  arni}^,  October  !Jd.  As 
soon  as  he  was  able,  he  resnni^d  His  business  in  Pittsfield.  He  had  a 
warm  heart,  hated  pretense  and.  sViam.  was  very  social  in  his  nature,  and 
it  was  his  great  delight  to  be  h\  the  society  of  his  medical  i)rethren.  He 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death  president  of  tlie  Berkshire  Medical  Society. 
He  died  in  Pittsfield,  September  12th,  180G,  alter  a  short  illness,  and  vras 
moui'ued  by  a  large  cii'cle  of  those  who  had  learned  his  strength  and 
firmness  of  character. 

Dr.  Olirev  S.  Boot  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  July  1st,  ]700.  He  was 
fond  of  books  and  early  showed  the  unusual  powers  of  ol)servati<>n  that 
made  liim  afterward  so  enthusiastic  and  successful  a  student  of  natural 
history.  He  xnirsued  his  stualies  in  Lenox  Academy  and  AVesttield, 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  H.  H.  Childs,  gradttated  at  Berkshire  Medical 
College  in  1S24,  and  was  afterward  many  years  one  of  its  trustees.  His 
health  was  poor,  and  he  spent  two  winters  in  the  Soutlt  aiid  taught 
natural  history  in  Columbia,  S.  C.  He  was  an  accomplished  botanist. 
His  sympathies  were  Avarmly  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  foi- 
nearly  thirty  years  he  was  connected  either  as  chairman  or  member  with 
the  school  committee  of  Pittsfield. 

"  In  his  talks  to  the  children  he  tried  lo  impress  upon  their  minds  the  import- 
ance of  reverence  for  their  elders,  gentleness  and  courtesy  of  manners.  He  was  con- 
nected with  the  Bible  Society,  and  a  life  director  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  It 
was  gieatly  owing  to  his  influence  and  exertions  that  the  beautiful  site  of  the  Pitts- 
field Cemetery  was  chosen.  A  public  spirited  man,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  all 
that  pertained  to  the  improvement  and  welfare  of  his  native  town.  In  1:^59  he 
travelled  through  England,  Scotland,  etc.  He  was  an  earnest,  consistent  Christian 
an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  his  prayers  and  ministrations 
by  the  bedside  of  the  sick  and  dying  were  welcome  and  comforting,  He  had  a  high 
sense  of  honor  and  delicacy  of  feeling,  and  always  held  sacred  the  family  trusts  re- 
posed in  him.  His  services  were  cheerfully  given  to  the  poor  and  destitute,  the 
widow  and  orphan.  During  the  war  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion  and  went  to  the  hospitals  of  City  Point  and  Petersburg,  but  his  services  were  too 
taxing,  although  admirable,  and  he  never  fully  recovered  from  the  effect  of  it.  He 
kept  at  bis  practice  to  the  last,  never  refusing  to  go  out  to  see  a  patient  evt-n  in  the 
stormiest  night.    He  died  of  pneumonia,  October  22d,  1S70." 

Dr.  Ahd  KUtredge  was  born  in  Tewks])ury,  Mass.,  in  177;^,  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Hinsdale  as  a  physician  in  ISid.  Hf  was  ih.^  lir>( 
and  only  ])hysician  in  the  town  for  twenty-live  years,  and  had  a  large 
practice  there  and  in  the  surrounding  towns.  He  was  coniiui-^i. -ned  as 
surgeon's  mate  in  one  of  the  Massachusetts  regiments  in  ISIO,  by  (bjv. 
Caleb  Strong.  He  was  brother  of  Dr.  William  KinredLiv.  rlirn  >ettled  in 
Pittsheld.  In  1Sl>7  diseased  eyes  obliged  him  t..  aband.Mi  hi-  profession. 
He  afterward  was  much  interested  in  agriculrnre.  l>eingi.ne  of  th^»  largest 
farni'-rs  in  the  \ow\\.  In  1707  he  married  Kiinice  Clianroerlain,  of  Dahou, 
and  luid  four  sons  and  six  daughters.    He  »iad  a  noble,  generous  luiUire. 


GKXKRAL  IllSTOIIY.  3s:j 

lull  of  kiiHliiess.  He  was  foreinosr  in  suppoiTino-  edncalion.  good  inoi-ib. 
and  religious  institutions  in  tlie  town.    He  died  in  1S47,  auea  74  years. 

Boijamln  F,  Kittrcdae.  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  born  in  Hin>.- 
dale,  in  180^>.  He  was  a  student  with  his  father,  attended  lectures  in  Xt-w 
Yoi'k  and  at  the  }3erkshire  Medical  College,  graduated  in  1S2T,  and  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  medicine. 

"With  a  conscientious  regard  lo  the  obligations  of  his  profession  and  enthusias- 
tic love  for  it,  he  devoted  himself  unceasingly  and  unsparingly  to  a  large  and  labor- 
ious practice  for  35  years,  and  was  reputed  a  good  physician. 

"  He  took  a  lively  interest  in  all  public  matters,  especially  education,  being  very 
eftkient  in  estabh'shing  and  maintaining  the  Hinsdale  Academy  in  1848.  Everything 
tending  to  improve  and  elevate  society  had  his  sympathy  and  active  support  as  wed 
as  material  aid.  He  was  much  interested  in  agriculture  and  when  his  professional 
duties  permitted,  he  took  great  pleasure  in  his  flocks  and  herds. 

"  In  1829  he  married  Harriet  Marsh,  of  Dalton,  and  had  nine  daughters  but  no 
sons.  He  was  a  kind  and  tender  husband  and  father.  His  family  v.'as  his  pride,  and 
his  highest  ambition  was  to  make  them  happy,  and  so  train  and  educate  his  children 
as  to  prepare  them  for  useftd  lives.  He  died  in  April,  1862,  leaving  a  fair  compe- 
tence to  his  family." 

Dr.  Rolert  Carap'beU,  son  of  David  Campbell  the  eldei',  was  born  at 
Pittsfield  in  1796.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Berkshire  Medical  College  in 
1822,  first  class.  He  had  previously  studied  medicine,  with  whom  we  do 
not  know.    From  Smith's  history  of  Hittslield  we  extract  the  following  : 

"  No  Pittsfield  man  of  his  generation  at  least,  excelled  him  in  mental  power  or 
liberal  culture.  The  variety  of  the  subjects  upon  which  he  acquired  accurate  and 
practical  knowledge  vras  remarkable.  His  skill  in  his  profession  was  widely  recog- 
nized althougli  he  abandoned  it  in  the  primie  of  life;  his  thirst  for  study  and  experi- 
ment was  ardent.  He  possessed  extreme  conscientiousness,  displayed  not  only  in 
business  integrity  but  in  all  the  affairs  of  life." 

Dr.  lloyrd  Folder -\\'^%hi)Y\\\\\\'^i^^,  and  was  a  nativt?  of  Pitt>lieM. 
He  practiced  at  first  in  Harrington,  afterward  in  Stockbri<lge.  takiui:-  rhf 
place  of  Dr.  Jones.  He  was  a  peculiarly  careful  physician  and  was  much 
confided  in  by  his  patients.  He  was  a  meml)er  of  tlie  Berkshire  Medi'^al 
Society  and  from  the  records  it  appears  he  was  highly  esteemed  and.  C'^:i- 
fided  in  by  his  fellow  members,  being  often  placed  in  positions  of  respon- 
sibility. His  record  as  a  physician  and  citizen  is  irreproaclnible.  He 
was  a  Christian  and  died  in  great  peace,  t<eptember  2orli.  ]S4i'.  at  the  age 
of  sixty- three, 

Dr.  Ellhv  Let  AUtn,  of  Pittsfield,  son  of  Kcv.  'rhomas  Allfii,  wa> 
born  in  1783,  and  died  at  Pas  Christien.  Louisiana.  S»>].u.Mnbcr  .""^ib:,  1817, 
falling  a  victim  to  his  conscientious  and  zeabnis  p*'i  fonn;uice  of  duty  in 
attending  u])on  soldiers  sutfering  fi'oin  }  rllow  iV>\-.m.-.  l[<>\\aN  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Twenty-first  regiment,  and  in  181:).  when  tlu-  arni\  uasre- 
duced  to  a  peace  basis,  was  rtMainrd  a^  >iiri:.M)n">  niat.*. 

Dr.  Mdch  Jtniilit'is^  ^w\>  Viv.  Bac-i..  ol   KicliMh.nd.  ••ivni>'\.M 
town  and  took  the  place  of  Dr.  Keed.    Dr.  Jennings  wa^  a  native  of  Dal- 
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ton.  He  studied  medicine  witii  Dr.  Fewe,  of  Dalton,  and  g^adnat^^d  at 
tlie  Berkshire  Medical  College.  His  lirst  practice  was  in  this  tovrn.  and 
notwithstanding  the  temerity  of  the  people  in  employing  a  yonng  and  in 
experienced  pliysician  his  practice  had  a  gradnal  and  healthy  growth. 
His  skill  was  pnt  to  a  severe  test  in  the  snmnier  and  antninn  of  lS4o  and 
1841  ^^■hen  tlie  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  was  graded.  The  track  of 
the  road  for  cpiite  a  distance  lay  across  swamps,  and  reqaired  a  great 
amonnt  of  filling  which  raised  a  great  amonnt  of  sphagnnm  from  its  l-ed, 
and  exposed  it  to  the. atmosphere.  The  consequence  was  nmlarial  typhoid 
fever.  Great  sickness  and  distress  prevailed,  and  Dr.  Jennings  met  witli 
eminent  snccess,  and  the  way  vnis  paved  tor  nltimate  medical  trinmp]].*' 
His  snccess  brought  him  mnch  practice  from  neighboring  towns,  .and 
l^laced  his  jjopnlarity  as  a  physician  on  a  firm  foundation.''  "  Althongh 
a  man  social  in  his  habits,  the  idea  of  his  life  appeared  to  be  to  excel  in 
his  profession.  He  took  bnt  little  stock  in  the  amnsenients  of  life  ^^  liich 
seem  to  Iiave  attained  prominence  with  many  of  the  facnlty.  Study  wjt.^ 
his  employment  when  not  engaged  in  niore  imperions  duties.  He  stood 
ver}'  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  brethren  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  occnpied  important  yjlaces  in  it." 

D)\  Henry  L.  Salnn  was  born  in  Williamstown,  May  29tli,  ISol.  He 
was  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Esther  B.  Sabin.  He  was  educated  at  Lenox 
and  AVilliams  College,  and  took  lectures  at  Pittsfield  and  New  York.  He 
tanght  school  at  Chatham,  K.  Y.  His  hrst  wife  was  Lucy  Whitman,  who 
died  after  giving  birth  to  his  first  child  which  was  borii  dead.  His  sec<.>nd 
wife  was  Abby  Benjamin,  with  whom  he  passed  a  long  and  happy  life. 
He  was  a  trustee  of  Williams  College  for  46  years,  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational clmrch  for  very  many  years,  and  was  prominent  in  its  wurk. 
He  was  always  charitable  toward  new  views,  except  when  he  tlunmlit  th<  y 
tended  to  wrong  action.  He  was  a  very  active  politician,  a  membtn-  of 
the  liberty,  free  soil,  and  republican  parties,  and  at  his  death  wa-<  an 
indexjendent  republican.  He  was  strong  in  his  "})olitieal  con\  ictions.  ;iml 
earnest  in  expressing  them.  He  was  a  very  elfective  public  speaker,  andi 
as  an  earnest  advocate  of  freedom  for  all  made  very  elfective  addrtv^^-es. 
He  had  a  large  practice,  Avas  associated  for  ten  years  with  Dr.  S.  Smith, 
afterward  with  Dr.  C.  Hubbell.  He  was  very  social  and  genial  in  his 
nature,  and  won  hosts  of  friends,  and  was  extensively  known.  He  was 
for  years  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Northampton  Asylum.  His  intlii.'uce 
was  always  on  the  side  of  justice  and  righteousness,  and  he  w  ieldeti  a 
great  iniluence,  and  Williamstown  and  lUu'kshirc  ow<'  him  a  gi-eat  dobt 
of  gratitude  for  his  nntlinching  devotion  to  thr  ihn  t^opmcnt  of  a  ti-iie 
manhood  in  her  sons.  His  wife  <lieil  Atnil  -ilth,  1SS;I,  and  from  that 
time  he  failed,  and  Marcli  24th,  18S4,  \w  (li(>d  V(M-y  vndd.Mi!\  .  .V-  :>  uumu- 
ber  of  the  Massachusetts  and  r)erkshire  Medical  S..cit'iir>  lie  had  :du;iys 
stood  very  high.  He  was  hei-e  considrii'd  as  tlio  N.-stor.  and  \^a-  vciy 
much  i>eloved.    Fil'tctMi  physicians  wc-ie  jU'Vs.Mi!  ai  hi^luii-aal. 

l)r.  Clarksuii  T.  UolliJis  was  born  in  Smyrna,        \.,  Januaiy  8rh, 
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18:?!.  He  graduated  at  Xew  York  in  1843,  serHed  and  esra})lislied  a  g'  .od 
practice  in  Xew  York.  In  184:)  ho  estal)lislied  the  ^^^ew  Yorl:  M^ifhrcd 
and  Sargieal  ]h  j)ortpr.  In  1848  he  estabjislied  an  infirmary  for  wonieu, 
bnt  u-as  c()mi>elled  by  hino-  hemorrhage  to  tnivel.  He  silent  some  time  on 
tlie  continent,  and  removed  to  Barrington  in  18o().  He  bnilt  his  house 
where  the  Lee  house  stood,  and  was  the  fouitli  physician  on  that  spot, 
whicli  he  named  "'Indioki  Place/^  He  was  a  member  of  the  .Vnierlcan 
Medical  Association,  Xew  York  State  :VIedical  Society,  and  Berksiiire 
Medical  Society.  He  was  a  lai'ge.  welk proportioned  man,  active  in  his 
habits,  stood  very  higli  in  his  county  society,  and  went  to  his  grave 
deeply  lamented  hx  all. 

Dr.  >^atnupl  Duncan  v/as  1)orn  in  Willianistown.  IVbrnary  1st.  lS-?0. 
He  stndied  medicine  with"  Samuel  Smith,  and  graduated  at  Berkshire 
Medical  College.  He  commenced  practice  in  WiUiamstown,  wheiv  he 
man-ied  Miss  Prances  SarKlei's,  and  tiad  two  (children.  During  the  war  he 
vras  examining  surgeon.  He  acquired  considerable  property  in  his  busi- 
ness, but  he  suflered  from  heart  disease  of  which  he  died  Februarv  24Lh. 
1882. 

Dr.  Henry  Pratt,  Lanesboro,  son  of  ]\Iicah  Pratt,  was  born  in  IS'20, 
He  graduated  from  Berkshire  Medical  College.  He  practiced  some  time 
in  Becket,  and  went  from  there  to  Ohio.  He  returned  in  1838  and  fol- 
lowed his  profession  with  a  very  large  and  increasing  practice,  till  he  fell 
and  received  an  injury  which  resulted  in  death,  in  1877. 

Dr.  Ehcnezer  Enunons  was  the  successor  of  I)r.  Boies,  of  Chester. 
After  a  residence  there  of  some  years  he  removed  to  South  Willianistown. 
After  remaining  there  a  time  he  removed  to  the  north  pai't  of  the  town 
and  became  professor  of  natural  history  and  geology  in  Williams  College. 
Afterward  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  State  of  X'ew  York,  and  resided 
in  Albany.  He  held  various  geological  commissions,  and  was  in  this  sci- 
ence considered  expert.    He  died  in  Albany. 

''Dr.  JohnY.  Ntiomanoi  West  Stockbridge,  died  on  shipboard  v.itli- 
in  a  day's  sail  from  the  port  of  Xew  York  on  his  return  from  Calif i)rnia, 
of  Chagres  Fever,  in  1851,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years.  He  was  a 
very  exemplary  man,  esteemed  in  his  profession,  and  a  regular  communi- 
cant in  the  Methodist  Church.  He  was  induced,  with  the  rushing  thou- 
sands to  the  land  of  gold,  to  try  his  fortune  also,  and  was  abundantly 
successful.  He  was  on  his  return  to  friends  and  home  with  a  valuable 
treasure  from  the  wonderful  El  Dorado,  but  the  niore  valuable  treasure 
of  health  slipped  from  him.  x'^.fter  his  death  his  fellow  passengers,  to 
whom  he  had  much  endeared  himself,  passed  a.  series  of  highly  compli- 
mentary resolutions,  purchased  on  reaching  Xew  York  an  ev:[itMi^ive 
coffin,  and  forwarded  his  remains  and  effects  to  his  friends  in  Wcnt  Scoek- 
bridge.  Over  his  grave  the  society  of  Odd  Fellows  have  erected  an 
elegant  marble  shaft.  Dr.  Xewman  left  a  widow  de<'}dy  m<»ui-ning  In^- 
bereavement. 

Tnuiian  JI.  Sherman,  of  Sheilieid,  <lied  Decend>cr  .">th,  1N)1, 
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aged  twenty-nine.  He  gmdnated  tliree  years  previously  at  tlie  Vermont 
Medical  Colieg-e,  spent  a  year  in  a  medical  institution  in  New  Yorii.,  and 
commenced  practice  in  Sheffield,  Mass.  About  eighteen  m.onths  previous 
to  liis  early  removal,  he  began  to  show  symptours  of  XMilnionary  disease  ; 
but  still,  by  night  and  by  day,  vigorously  prosecuted  his  business.  Com- 
X^dled  however,  at  length  to  desist,  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Collins  wlu)  had 
just  returned  from  a  European  tour  from  which  he  had  himself  derived 
essential  benefit,  Dr.  Siiermau  undertook  a  foreign  voyage.  He  sailed  up 
the  ^lediterranean,  visited  localities  and  objects  of  much  interest  to  the 
intelligent  traveller,  and  wrote  home  a  series  of  letters,  which  were  pub- 
lislu'd  and  widely  read.  His  liealth  was  so  far  restored  that,  returnini;- to 
France,  he  determined  to  remain  for  a  season  and  pursue  stiidy  in  Paris. 
During  his  stay  there,  and  while  in  attendance  upon  the  hospitals,  an 
epidemic  intiuenza  umde  its  appearance,  to  which  he  fell  a  victim,  reex- 
citing  and  greatly  aggravating  his  former  pulmcmary  difficulties.  He 
hastened  immediately  home,  reached  Sheffield  in  the  sumiuei-  of  18.")1, 
and  died  in  the  following  December,  leaving  a  v.dfe  and  one  child.  His 
opening  career  in  medical  life  was  full  of  promise.  He  was  esteemed 
very  highly  in  the  community  as  a  man,  and  was  an  open  and  consistent 
professor  of  the  Christian  religion,  being  a  communicant  in  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  Asa  WelcJi  of  Lee,  died  of  an  abdominal  abscess,  in  lSo'2,  aged 
sixty.  Dr.  Welch  had  a  long  and  extensive  practice,  and  was  peculiarly 
prosperous  in  the  pecuniary  avails  of  it,  having  amassed  an  estimated 
property  of  some  820,000.  He  was  a  man  of  great  decision  of  character, 
and  esteemed  in  his  profession.  By  the  choice  of  his  district  he  was 
sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  where,  as  in  various  positions  of  Ikuuu' 
and  usefulness,  he  acquitted  himself  to  public  acceptance.  But  before 
this  medical  society  there  is  neither  time  nor  necessity  that  I  should  dwell 
upon  one  who  has  fallen  from  their  ranks  after  so  long  and  well  known 
service. 

''Dr.  William  Werden,  a  native  of  Richmond,  died  in  Salisbury, 
Conn.,  in  the  summer  of  1853,  aged  thirty-four.    He  studied  witli  Dr. 
Jennings  of  Eichmond,  attended  lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  Col 
lege,  practiced  awhile  in  Stockbridge,  and  subseqtiently  removed  to  Salis- 
bury. 

"Dr.  Qorydon  Guiteaii  oi  Lee,  died  of  cholera  morbus,  Jniy  ■Jf'ih. 
1854,  aged  fifty.  Dr.  Guiteau  was  a  native  of  Lee,  studied  with  Pr.  A<a 
Welch,  and  afterward  practiced  in  the  same  town.  He  was  for  years 
secretary  of  the  Berkshire  I)istri(^t  Medical  Society,  and  ont^  of  \\w  ex 
arainers  of  the  medical  college.  He  workeil  his  way  u[>waril  and  onw  ard 
by  an  untiring  devotion  to  i)rofessional  duties.  As  a  man  \w  was  inielli- 
gent,  genial,  always  the  true  geutlenuin,  widely  known  and  >incerely  W- 
beloved  as  a  physician  ami  as  a  citizen.  He  was,  amonu"  hi<  medical 
brethren,  a  general  favorite;  always  Ininging  a  heari  oi  tru.'  aiul  warm 
benevolence,  rejoicing  to  see  atid  ready  to  the  ucmost  lo  make  everybody 
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Irappy.  Dr.  Giiiteau  was  an  esteemed  member  of  tiie  Congregatioji'il 
churcii  in  Lee. and  witnessed  a  good  confession.  He  leaves  an  affectionate 
wife,  deeply  sorj'owing  ai  his  sudden  I'emoval. 

Di\  Natliamtl  Leacitt,  of  West  Stockbrldge.  died  in  October.  1S54, 
of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  resulting  in  mortification,  aged  57.  He  was 
a  laborious,  faithful,  and  successful  practitioner;  respected  as  a  man, 
and  a  professor  of  religion  in  the  Methodist  church.  In  his  care  for  oth- 
ers he  sacrihced  himself,  dying  through  exposure  and  over-exertion  in  a 
season  of  unusual  sickness.  His  memory  will  be  cherished  by  the 
people  among  whom  he  lived  and  labored,  and  his  good  deeds  will  live 
after  him. 

Dr.  Elias  Hollenheck  died  in  CTieatBarrington  of  pneumonia,  April 
19th,  lSo4,  aged  08.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Rogers,  now  of  Med- 
ford  :  graduated  in  his  twenty-eighth  year  at  Pittsheld  ;  went  thence  to 
New  York  where  he  passed  some  ten  or  twelve  years,  then  returned  and 
prac  ticed  in  Great  Harrington  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Dr.  Hollenbeck 
was  well  known  to  the  jorofession  through  all  this  vicinity,  and  he  was  in 
his  own  tovrn  a  highly  esteemed  and  successful  XDractitioner.  He  was 
more  ready  to  help  others  than  to  provide  for  himself  those  comforts, 
conveniences,  and  even  aids  in  his  professional  duties,  to  which  he  might 
be  justly  considered  entitled.  Dr.  Hollenbeck  was  for  years  a  regular 
communicant  in  St.  James'  Episcopal  Church  in  Great  Harrington,  and 
at  his  death  left  a  legacy  to  its  funds,  fi'om  the  earnings  of  his  profes- 
sional industry.    He  left  a  wife — no  children. 

''Br.  Josepli  M.  Basseit,  of  Egremont,  died  February  1,  1S5C,  aged 
32,  of  maliguant  scarlatina.  He  studied  medicine  at  Winsted,  Conn., 
in  the  year  1S4T.  In  1850  he  commenced  practice  in  North  Egremont. 
His  death  was  sudden,  and  in  just  one  week  after  occurred  tlie  death  of 
his  only  little  boy,  of  the  same  malady.  He  left  a  wife,  and  had  buried 
three  children. 

'-'Dr.  JoJin  P.  Perlcins.  of  Great  Harrington,  died  in  Joliet,  111.,  of 
typhoid  fever,  June  17th,  1856,  aged  30.  He  was  prosecuting  a  journey 
through  the  western  country,  and  on  arriving  among  friends  in  Illinois, 
was  seized  with  fever,  ui)on  wdiich,  when  near  its  crisis,  erysipelas  su- 
pervened. He  ju'edicted  a  fatal  termination  to  his  sickness,  bur  a  cher- 
ished faith  in  the  Divine  Redeemer  renu:>ved  the  fear  of  death.  Dr.  Per- 
kins was  a  native  of  Blandford.  His  nu^dical  studies  were  pursiu^d  wirh 
Dr.  Humphrey,  of  Soutlnvick,  at  the  Medicid  Institute  at  Alhauy,  and 
completed  at  Boston,  where  he  received  his  degree  in  the  winter  of  lS-45. 
In  the  following  May  he  commenced  practice  in  New  >rarlboi'oui:h 
(Southfield),  and  continued  in  the  town,  doing  l>usii\rss  in  tlit^  <outh  and 
north  parislies,  till  the  summei' of  1854,  when  he  removed  t»'  Great  I'ar- 
rington.  Here  he  was  from  the  first  decidt^dly  pros[»t'rous.  His  nunlical 
brethren  in  the  town  received  him  very  kindly,  and  lii^  business  incrt'axNl 
from  month  to  month  in  extent  and  value,    lie  left  a  wife    no  chiliUvn. 

''Dr.  Vassal  White,  of  Stockbridge  (Curtisville),  died  July  27111,  K^">«'. 
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aged  54,  of  pleuro-pneunionia.  He  entered  liis  name  as  a  medical  stud^Mit 
after  pursuing  a  preparatory  course  of  study  vvirli  great  diligen(3e,  in  the 
the  town  of  Greenbush,  Y.,  in  1816.  He  afterward  studied  in  Burling- 
ton, Xt.,  and  in  1810  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  FairliehL  During 
his  last  lecture  term  in  1820,  by  too  close  application,  die  brought  on  an 
affection  of  the  heart,  from  whicl)  his  life  was  for  some  time  despaired  (;f. 
Two  yea.i's  afler,  having  recovered  sufficient  health  to  ride,  he  commenced 
practice  in  the  town  of  Washington,  where  lie  continued  until  18:29,  wlipu. 
at  th<>  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Becket,  he  removed  to  that  tovni, 
and  uunained  until  1837,  when  he  removed  to  Stockbridge.  Here  he  pur- 
sued the  labors  of  liis  profession  until  about  thi-ee  weeks  before  his 
death.  His  healtli  was  never  good  from  the  period  of  his  alarming  attack 
while  a  student  in  1820.  It  was  often  with  great  difficulty  and  peril  that 
he  performed  the  duties  of  his  profession,  while  he  was  entirely  pre- 
vented from  taking  that  stand  in  public  life  for  which  his  abilities  amply 
fitted  him.  As  evidence  of  the  estimation  in  v^dlich  Dr.  White  was  held 
by  medical  brethren,  1  learn  that  for  a  season  he  was  called  to  the  presi- 
dency of  this  Medical  Society.'- 

J^r.  Shneon  Parlicr  Dresser  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Yt.,  January 
16th,  184o,  and  was  educated  in  his  town  and  Leland  &  Gray's  seminary, 
Townsend,  Yt.  He  received  his  medical  education  at  Harvard  and  Dai  t- 
mouth,  where  he  graduated  in  October,  1869.  He  began  practice  in  Savoy  in 
!March.  1870,  and  removed  to  Hinsdale  in  1873.  He  was  representative  in 
1872.  He  was  ujarried  in  June,  1871,  to  Mary  S.  Cobb,  of  Westmoreland. 
N.  H.  He  was  a  very  active  man  and  was  very  successful  as  a  practi- 
tioner. While  driv  ing  to  a  patient  in  great  haste  on  the  morning  of  Xo- 
vember  15th,  1883,  he  drove  over  a  log  placed  in  the  road  ^\here  rlie 
bridge  was  being  rej^aired,  and  was  thrown  from  his  buggy  and  insiantly 
killed.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  and  county  medical  societies,  and 
was  very  highly  esteemed. 

In  the  period  covered  by  the  sketches  of  most  of  these  x^hysicans  the 
science  of  medicine  was  in  a  rudimentary  condition.  These  physicians 
had  neither  stethoscope,  microscope,  nor  chemical  thermometer.  Laennec 
had  not  taught  them  the  value  of  auscultation  or  percussion.  Urinary 
analysis  was  hidden.  The  indications  for  the  use  of  opium  were  contra- 
dictory. There  were  none  of  the  elegant  pliarmaceutical  preparations  of 
the  present  day.  They  collected,  prepared,  pounded,  and  dispensed 
their  own  preparations. 

.  Still  they  were  men,  broad  in  manhood,  generous  in  symi>athy,  mindful 
of  the  poor,  because  they  possessed  love  of  humanity,  "pure,  gener«uis. 
and  heroic."  The  howling  winds  and  pitiless  stornrs,  when  wild  winter 
had  wrapijed  these  Berksliire  hills  in  a  snowy  shroud,  or  the  siars  in  tlie 
deep  blue  vault  looking  down  in  guidance  upon  tluun  in  th.ur  long  ti-di- 
ous  rides,  or  the  sick  in  their  iMuh^  log  cafun  whose  souls  as  well  as 
bodies  were  gladdened  by  their  ministraii* 'U>,  wouhl  tesiify  their 
heroism.    But  these  men  were  not  only  physicia]i>  making  the  b«  si  use 
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of  wliat  they  liad,  but  they  were,  in  the  fullest  and  best  sense  of  the  word, 
citizens.  They  were  in  the  war  of  1755.  Seven  took  a  part  in  the  war  of 
Independence.  Three  were  in  the  war  of  1812.  Most  of  them  were  either 
town  clerks,  selectmen,  or  justices  of  the  peace.  Two  were  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Many  of  them  were  representatives  and  sena- 
tors. It  is  a  rioticeable  fact  that  all  these  men  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  cause  of  education,  and  this  county  will  always  owe  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  its  pliysician  educators. 

And  the  early  pliysicians  through  tin's  county  wielded  great  iniluence 
in  moaldiug  public  affairs.  In  respect  to  temperance  and  slavery  they 
went  forwaixl  as  the  jnoneer  corps,  ushering  in  the  true  and  the  l^esr. 
Over  these  eaj'ly  physicians  and  citizens  was  thrown  the  radiant  mantle  of 
Christianity.  There  v.as  the  hiding  of  their  power.  The  profession  of 
medicine  is  Christlike.  Some  of  these  physicians  have  been  spoken  of 
as  going  about  doing  good.  The  great  majority  were  j^rofessing  Chris- 
tians and  many  of  them  deacons. 

Now,  in  view  of  what  these  men  were  as  scholars,  acdve  in  mind  and 
body,  eagerly  seeking  for  opportunities  to  do  good,  as  physicians  with 
extensive  pi  actice,  touching  the  mass  of  the  people  in  the  tenderest  places 
of  humanity,  with  zeal  according  to  knowledge,  as  citizens  taking  a  large 
share  in  the  matters  of  civil  goveriiment,  deeply  interested  in  education, 
knowing  that  it  was  the  vitality  of  the  coriimonwealth,  maintainers  of  the 
the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  and  public  worship,  zealous  for  the  Bible  and 
thorough  readers  of  it,  and  in  their  lives  exemplifying  its  teachings,  what 
must  their  inevitable  influence  and  power  have  been  in  the  normal  devel- 
opment of  Berkshire  county  I 

The  follovvdng  are  the  phvsicians  now  in  Berkshire  county  : 

Ilegular  practitioners.— Charles  W.  Burton,  Henry  G.  Giiard,  Horace 
Holmes,  Patrick  iveefe,  Thomas  Ptiley,  Adams;  Kichard  Beebe,  Alford  ; 
Leander  W.  Combs,  Becket  ;  Henry  S.  Ballon,  Lansing  Cole.  Henry  T. 
Phillips,  Daniel  E.  Thayer,  Cheshire  ;  AVilliam  L.  Paddock,  Walter  W. 
Schofield,  Dalton  ;  Harry  P.  Athejton,  Samuel  Camp,  Amos  Dowd,  Th.eo- 
dore  Giddings,  Alfred  Large,  William  H.  Parks,  Fi'ancis  Whittlesey, 
Great  Harrington  ;  Edgar  C.  Collins,  Mj's.  Mary  L.  Dresser,  Edward  M. 
Frissell,  Hinsdale;  Edward  L.  Pratt,  Henry  R.  Van  Kensselaer,  Lanes- 
boro  ;  Charles  E.  Heath,  Charles  C.  Holcond\  David  M,  \Vilcox,  Eliplia- 
let  Wright,  Lee  ;  Richard  C.  Greenleaf,  jr.,  Edward  P.  Hale,  Lenox  :  Seth 
K.  Pease,  James  W.  Robbins,  New  Marlboro  ;  Orland  d.  lirown,  Homer 
D.  Bushnell,  Walter  G.  Carr,  Charles  J.  Curran.  Joseph  II.  A.  >hiite, 
Henry  J.  Millard,  Albert  J.  Ric^N  Henry  M.  Slairnrd.  Xorrh  Adams; 
William  ^l.  Pease,  Otis  ;  J.  F.  Alleyne  Adams.  Edward  L.  Ikdh^v,  George 
Bedard,  JohnM.  Brewster.  Srephen  C.  Ihirton,  Wcmy  11.  Cadwell,  Henry 
Coll,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Dewey,  George  F.  Fostri'.  (Miarh's  M.  Fiy(\  Wilbani 
B.  Hall,  "William  M.  .Ab^rcer,  Frank  K.  Padihw-k.  Samuel  M.  b\\vnn!,N. 
Oscar  S.  Roberts,  Christian  Schillin.u-,  Abnci-  M.  Sn.iiih..  Ciiarh^-  H.  V. 
Treptow,   W.  Edward  A'ermilye,   Waller  11.    Wenlworth,    James  H. 
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Wheeler,  Moigan.  L,  Woodruff,  Pittsiield ;  Charles  E.  Starkweather, 
Savoy  ;  Charles  E.  Bnshnell,  Sandisfield ;  J.  Iceland  Miller,  Isaac  R.  San- 
ford,  F.  L.  Suiith,  Henry  H.  Sruith,  SheiTield  ;  Frank  J.  Blodgetr,  New- 
ton E.  Heatli,  Lewis  ]\[iller,  Stockbridge  ;  W^illiani  W.  Leaviit.  Gorron 
H.  Race,  West  Stockbridge  :  Charles  L.  Hnbbell,  Edward  E.  Mather, 
x^^Tidrt^w  ]M.  Smith.,  WilliariiStown. 

Botanic. — Ira  N.  Mason,  Cheshire  :  S.  D.  Merriam,  Sheffield. 

Eclectic—Serh  X.  Briggs,  Jolui  M^  Clark,  Xorth  Adams;  John  W. 
Moi'se.  Otis ;  Charles  11.  Marshall,  Pittsiield. 

Electric  and  Magnetic— Mrs.  Mary  A.  Phillips,  Pittsheld  ;  Edwin  R. 
J\ ey n nl d s ,  R i cli mo n d . 

Honioepathic.- -George  R.  Spoouer,  Adams;  Mrs.  Louisa  S.  Millard, 
Egremont;  Charles  Hubbard,  Harlow  A.  Van  Deusen,  Great  Barrington  : 
Charles  W.  Stratton.  Lee;  Thomas  J.  Putnam,  George  F.  Simpson, 
North  Adams  ;  Alonzo  H.  Dennett,  Peru ;  Charles  Barley,  Lorenzo 
Waite,  Pittsheld;  Thomas  J.  AVarner,  Stockbridge;  Joseph  Jone>, 
Tyringham. 

Indian.— David  Bntterfield.  Pittsheld. 

Specialists.— William  Brown  and  Wallace  E.  BroAvn,  North  Adams  ; 
Elbridge  S.  Pixley,  Pittsheld. 

Thompsonian. — Henry  Porter,  Williarastown. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


TJIE  MEDICAL  lOSTOIiY  OF  BERKSHIRE  icOidiilUtd). 
The  Medical  College  and  Medical  Societies. 
BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


AT  the  time  of  the  establlshirjent  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution 
thei'e  were  in  Xew  England  seven  medical  schools  of  high  repute. 
There  had,  however,  long  been  a  desii'e  for  a  similar  institution  in  AYest- 
ern  Massachusetts,  and  in  1<S21  the  first  effectual  effort  was  made  for  its 
establishment.  In  tliat  year  Oliver  S.  Root,  on  his  return  from  a  course 
of  lectures  at  Castleton,  Yt.,  ])rought  a  message  from  Dr.  J.  Batchelder, 
a  i^rofessor  in  tliat  institution,  who  had  become  dissatisfied  with  it.  to  Dr. 
H.  Id.  Childs  that  the  favorable  moment  had  arrived  to  establish  a  n^-w 
school  at  Pittsheld.  Dr.  Childs  seized  the  hint  with  avidity,  and  immc^- 
diateDr  took  steps  to  avail  himself  of  it.  Public  spirited,  devoted  to  his 
X^rofession,  and  eager  for  distinction  in  it,  this  movement  was  one  to  en- 
list his  w^armest  sympathies.  Prompt,  practical,  and  energetic,  he 
pushed  it  vigorously  and  without  pause,  never  for  a  moment  sulYering 
the  public  intei'est  in  it  to  flag.  He  hrst  pressed  liis  plans  on  the  ne\\  ly 
organized  Berkshire  District  Medical  Society,  which  appointed  Di-s.  A^^a 
Burbank,  of  Lanesboro,  and  Daniel  Collins,  of  Lenox,  together  with 
himself,  a  committee  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  clnirtev  nnd  endow- 
ment for  a  medical  college  at  Pittsfield.  This  p)etition  was  presenfedr  at 
the  session  of  June,  1822.  It  placed  in  a  clear  and  strong  liglit  both  the 
argument  for  the  proposed  measure  and  tin^  answers  to  antici}>att^d  (d) 
jections.  It  set  forth  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution  for  th.^  educa- 
tion of  students  of  moderate  pecuniary  nutans,  chdnied  I")erkshire  county 
as  the  proper  location  for  it  on  the  gcound  of  its  cenrral  i^^sitiim  ichiiive 
to  other  institutions  of  the  kind,  and  hinttnl  lhat  this  cninty  had  chcur- 
fully  done  its  share  toward  the  assistiince  that  had  I^.mui  extended  f(> 
other  institutions. 

This  petition  \Nas  refei-red  to  tht*  fall  so-^sion,  ai;d  .Td.TtMl  (o  W 
printed  in  the  Boston  :yi/Ui/n7  and  ritlsfi,J>I  Sxn.  i(  up  ivU- 
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consideration  it  met  witli  no  little  opposition  from  the  friends  of  the 
school  connected  with  Harvard  Universit.y,  and  from  other  gentlemen  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  who  as  yet  were  too  little  willing  to  admit 
the  intellectual  equality  of  the  professional  men  of  the  two  sections,  and 
who  also  dreaded  innovation  from  the  teachings  of  a  younger  .seininary. 

The  location  proposed,  and  the  most  active  leadni'  in  tlie  new  enter- 
prise did  not  t^,^nd  to  reassure  them.  The  radicalisni  of  Berkshiit.*,  and 
especially  of  Pittsiield,  was  proverbial  at  Boston;  and  J)i\  Childs  was 
known  to  be  ardently  attached  to  the  most  ultra  school  of  democratic 
politicians.  Only  two  years  previou.s  to  tlie  petition  this  feeling  had 
been  revived  by  the  doctor's  course  in  the  Constitutional  Convtmtion.  Tlie 
petition  was,  however,  al >ly  and  zealously  supported  in  the  Senate  by 
Hon.  Jonathan  Allen,  and  in  the  House  by  Flon.  Williain  C.  Jarvi.s.  Hr. 
Ciiilds  also  was  at  Boston,  urging  the  claims  of  AYestern  Massachn.-^etts 
witli  his  usual  ardor.  The  charter  was  finally  granted,  and  was  signed 
by  (lovernor  Brooks.  January  4rli,  18:?:i  but  the  peoi)le  of  Berksliire 
were  generously  permitted  to  endow  their  own  college. 

The  act  named  as  trustees  liev.  Heman  Humphrey,  Br.  J.  P.  Batch- 
elder,  Henry  Hubbard,  Samuel  M.  McKay,  and  Henry  H.  Childs,  to 
gether  with  such  others  as  they  might  associate  with  themselves,  tlie 
nund)er  not  to  be  less  than  seven  nor  move  than  fifteen.  AVithour  waiiing 
the  result  of  their  applicatioii  to  the  Legislature  the  friends  of  the  col- 
lege, on  the  IGtli  of  August,  chose  a  *•  board  of  maiuigement  *  to  su]>?r- 
intend  its  affairs.  This  board,  which  consisted  of  the  same  gentlemen 
named  in  the  charter  as  trustees,  announced  in  the  Sun  of  August  '2'2d  a 
course  of  lectures  to  commence  on  theHth  of  September  with  the  folli)w- 
ing  professors:  Theory  and  practice  of  medicine.  Dr.  H.  H.  Ciiilds; 
anatomy,  surgery  and  physiology,  Br.  J.  P.  Batchelder;  materia  medica. 
Dr.  Asa  Burbank;  chemistry,  botany  and  mineralogy,  Professor  Chester 
Dewey,  of  Williams  College;  obstetrics  by  a  lecturer  not  named.  The 
tuition  for  the  course  was  lixed  at  840,  an(i  board  at  -skTo  per  week,  in- 
cluding washing,  j'ooni  rent,  and  lodging  in  the  institution. 

In  18*21  the  Pittsheld  'vdeniocratic)  Hotel  iiad  become  un[)ro{i:aide, 
and  it  was  determined  to  sell  it.  In  Ja.nnary,  1&2'2.  three  moiuhs  before 
the  vote  of  the  medical  society  to  petition,  the  hotel,  grounds  and  fiii  ni- 
ture  were  deeded  to  Dr.  Childs,  and  in  tliat  year  an  informal  courNe  of 
lectures  was  given  to  twenty-live  students.  Tln^  result  of  this  eonr>e  was 
beneficial,  and  facilitated  the  subsequent  labor  of  organizing  the  in^.'itu- 
tion. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  was  held  ,)anunry  ;>N; .  IS'J"'.  w  hfii 
Henry  C.  Brown  and  J(j-;e|di  Shearei'  were  added  to  the  boaid.  J^na- 
' than  Allen  and  William  C.  Jarvis,  of  Pittsiield.  \.  '\  \  Lincoln,  of  Wor- 
cester, Daniel  Xoble,  of  Williamstown,  and  Henry  Shaw,  of  Lane>ibnro, 
became  mend)ers  during  the  sanu^  year.  Rev.  .Mi.  lliimpiirey  resigtie  I 
in  ^fay.  On  the  remaining  ni<Mn!>er>.  dniin--  tli«'  earli.'r  y<Mr>  .d'  ili.' 
school,  devolved  a  vast  amount  of  lafioi'  and  anxiety. 
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The  trustees  commenced  their  worlv  with  a  fund  of  barely  83,000, 
mostly  in  unpaid  subscriptions.  Measures  were  immediately  taken  for 
the  collection  of  these  subscriptions,  and  in  May,  1823,  Drf  Childs  re- 
ceiyed  81,500,  and  gave  a  mortgage  deed  of  the  "institution."'  In  May, 
1826,  the  trustees  paid  81.014  more,  and  came  into  full  possession  of  the 
estate. 

In  July,  182-1,  tlie  town  permitted  the  trustees  of  the  college  to  re- 
nioye  tlie  old  hotel  stable  to  the  lot  east  of  the  town  house  and  remodel 
it  for  the  purposes  of  the  college,  on  condition  that  the  town  liouse 
was  kept  constantly  insured  against  lire  coninmnicated  from  the  new 
building.  The  stabh^  wns  removed  and  converted  into  a  n^-at  building::, 
containijig  cabinet  and  anatomical  rooms  and  apai'tments  for  other  pur- 
poses. Some  other  outbuildings  were  erected,  and  improyements  were 
made  in  the  old  hotel  buihling  to  tit  it  for  a  common  house,  or  dormi- 
tory, ns  well  as  boai'ding  house. 

In  "J 823  the  Legislatui'e  made  a  grant  of  85,000  to  the  institution,  pay- 
able in  fiye  annual  installments.  The  institution  lived  and  flourished  on 
a  fund— including  the  legislative  grant  and  all  paid  subscriptions— of  iiot 
more  than  810,000;  all  invested  in  the  college  buildings,  furniture,  and 
apparatus. 

From  1825  the  salaries  of  the  professors  and  the  incidental  expenses 
were  derived  from  the  tuition  fees  of  the  students,  and  the  compensation 
thus  deriyed  was  often  meager.  The  college  vv'as  constantly  in  debt,  and 
the  professors  did  not  always  realize  their  small  salaries,  a  part  being  at 
times  retained  as  a  sort  of  forced  loan.  In  1843  the  number  of  students- 
had  become  large,  and  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  8100  of  the  income  of 
the  faculty  annually  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of 
the  institution. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1850,  the  ])uilding  used  as  a  lecture  room, 
anatomical  theater,  and  cabinet  room  was  destroyed  by  fire,  with  a  con- 
sidei-able  X)ortion  of  its  contents.  The  trustees  took  iinmediate  measui-es 
to  replace  it  witli  a  sti'ucture  more  commensurate  with  the  demands  of 
the  da}^  and  in  a  more  suitable  location.  A  grant  of  810,000  was  obiaiut-d 
from  the  Legislature,  greatly  through  the  influence  of  Ibm.  Ihi^ign  II. 
Kellogg,  who  was  speaker  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives,  as  Ib>n. 
William  C.  Jaryis  ^vas  when  the  first  legislative  giant  to  the  institution 
was  made.  The  citizens  of  Berkshire  contributed  s.^ooo.  A  comuiaml- 
ing  and  conspicuous  site  on  South  street  was  selected  for  the  new  build- 
ing, which  was  immediately  erected  under  the  s])ecial  super\  ision  of 
Messrs.  Gordon  McK;iy,  George  \V.  Campbell,  and  M.  11.  Haldw  in,  w  ith 
the  assistance  of  John  C.  Hoadiey.  I'he  colleg(\  wITn'h  was  (>\ceedingly 
commodious  and  well  a(la[)ted  to  its  pur[)Ose,  was  ^icilicaied  Auuust  5th, 
1851. 

The  boarding  house  and  dormitory  was  discontinued,  and  in  1852  (he 
old  hotel  building,  whicli  liad  been  u>(h1  foriliai  [.iii  po.-e  inii  [\  vcai-. 
was  sold. 
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In  1S67  the  faruiry  represented  to  the  rrustees  tliat  expensive 
ditions  to  the  biiihliag  were  needed  in  order  to  afford  proper  facilities  for 
instruction  in  nK»dern  clieniistry  as  applied  to  the  science  of  medicine. 
The  cost  of  this  iniprovenient,  and  also  of  some  necessaj  y  repairs,  tliey 
suggested  might  be  defrayed  by  a  loan,  the  interest  of.  whicli  vrould  be 
met  by  increased  receipts  from  tuition.  On  this  suggestion  it  was  vu[^A 
to  raise  a  sum,  not  exceed] ing  8-">,00i),  for  the  purpose  nanied,  i>y  a 
mortgage  on  the  real  estate  of  the  institution.  Three  tliousnu'l  dollars 
were  actually  l)orro\ved  in  this  way,  of  which  one  thousand  wei'e  ex- 
X)ended  for  repairs  and  the  introduction  of  gas  and  water  into  the  col- 
lege building.  Two  thousand  dollars  were  applied  to  the  fitting  up  of  a 
very  perfect  chemical  laboratory,  and  the  pui'chase  of  some  costly  [>liilo- 
sophical  ap]>aratus.  The  desperate  expedient  of  running  in  debt  for  the 
sake  of  proximately  meeting  the  requirennuits  which  the  age  makes  on 
this  class  of  seminaries  did  not  avail.  Only  thirty  live  students  at  tended 
the  lecture  course  of  1867,  affording  a  compensation  of  but  about  s] 30 
to  each  professor.  Salaries  like  this  of  course  could  not  procure  learn^^d 
and  capable  men  of  established  reputation,  and,  although  it  would  have 
been  easy  to  collect  a  faculty  of  young  and  ambitious  physicians,  wil- 
ling to  tr}'  their  "'prentice  hands''  as  preceptors  and  lecturei's.  the 
trustees  had  no  desire  to  protract  the  existence  of  the  college  oti  >uch 
terms.  Permission  was  therefore  obtained  from  the  Legislature  r»f  ISGO 
to  transfer  so  much  of  the  cabinet,  liin-ary  apparatus,  and  other  per- 
sonal pro])erty  as  might  be  deemed  best  to  the  Athenanim  then  about  (o 
be  established  in  Pittstield.  and  to  sell  what  might  not  be  so  desired, 
together  with  the  real  estate,  and.  after  paying  the  debts  of  the  college, 
to  pay  the  balance  of  the  receipts  to  the  same  corporation. 

The  building  was  sold  in  1S71  to  the  town,  which  rt^modeled  it  for 
the  use  of  its  high  and  grammar  schools.  The  price  paid  was  8^.000,  of 
which  the  Athen;^mm  received  64,400,  the  remainder  being  requir^^d  to 
pay  the  debts  of  the  college.  The  cabinets,  library,  and  a[>paratus  had 
previously  been  removed  to  the  Athenaeum  buihling. 

So  many  causes  combined  to  break  down  the  Berkshire  >rtHliral  In- 
stitution that  tlie  Avonder  is  that  it  sustained  itstdf  as  long  as  it  The 
final  and  chief  difficulty  lay  in  the  fact  that  it  was  nevcu-  free  from  debt, 
except  for  a  brief  interval  at  the  time  of  building  tlu^  new  college,  and 
that,  although  the  trustees  in  that  halcyon  ])eriod  \ored  to  s^'t  apart 
$1,000  as  a  nucleus  for  a  fund,  the  institution,  in  fact,  mnta-  had  any  >uc!i 
foundation.  The  sole  reliance  for  meeting  tiu^  currt-ni  t\\'pt'n-<^s  ol'  the 
college  was  on  the  tuition  of  students,  a  variable  and  pi'ecariuus  resonrt-e, 
which  was  sure  to  fail  whon  most  m'edcd. 

The  sprin.ging  up  of  liberrdly  endowtMl  schools  in  the  \\'»'sr,>i  li  Siai^s, 
the  war  of  the  Pelndlion,  which  <Mit  off  southern  parrv)naL;«\  and  (Iu\<;tow- 
ing  pro(divity  on  the  ])art  of  stiulents  fo  iv>ort  to  ilie  ni. >i  rop  »li(an 
schools  all  teiuled  to  diminish  the  prosp  ai i y  . >f  this  >chn.)l.  whirli  wa^ 
dependent  wholly  on  its  cheap  tuition  f(U-  its  suppoir,  mid  iln>  e.vpeiise 
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of  living  ha-l  come  to  be  greater  here  tli^in  in  ]Sew  York  or  Boston.  It 
Avas  therefore  wisely  determined  to  abandon  an  institution  that  couhl  not 
be  respectably  maintained  without  an  outhiy  which  could  be  devoted  to 
other  purposes  with  much  greater  advantage  to  the  interests  of  science. 

In  September,  1823,  the  hrst  regular  lectnre  course  at  this  college 
commenced  with  t  he  following  faculty  :  General  anatomy  and  physiology, 
Dr.  Jerome  A^.  C.  Smith,  of  Boston;  surgery  and  ariatomy,  and  physi- 
ology as  subservient  to  the  theory  and  X)ractice  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
Dr.  J.  P.  Batchelder  :  theory  and  practice  of  medicine.  Dr.  H.  IT.  Childs  : 
obstetrics.  Dr.  Asa  Burbank  ;  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  Dr.  John 
De  La  Afater,  of  Sheffield;  chemistrv,  botanv,  mineralogv,  natural  and 
experimental  philosophy,  Prof.  Chester  Dewey  ;  medical  jurisprudence 
by  a  lecturer  to  be  named. 

Heading  terms  were  also  promised,  in  which  the  same  branches  were 
to  be  taught,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  Professor  Dewey's  dej^art- 
ment. 

The  following  (able  of  fees  was  fixed:  For  all  the  lectures,  s40  ; 
yearly  tuition,  exclusive  of  lectures,  $50;  graduation,  812;  for  Professor 
Dewey's  lectures  on  the  natural  sciences,  s6. 

Students  \'  destined  for  missionary  labors  "  were  admitted  without 
charge. 

Students  were  promised  ''access  to  an  extensive  library,  a  cabinet  of 
minerals,  consisting  of  about  one  thousand  specimens,  and  a  museum  of 
valuable  anatomical  preparations.'' 

Although  the  citizens  of  Pittsfteld  looked  with  satisfaction  on  the 
establishment  among  them  of  a  medical  college,  they  felt  a  dread  of  the 
resurrecting  ijropensities  of  tlie  students.  Wise  and  humane  iegislati<ui 
had  not  then,  as  it  has  since,  provided  unobjectionable  means  for  obtain- 
ing anatomical  material,  and  students  often  resorted  to  the  nocturnal 
robbery  of  graves  to  procure  it 

In  1820,  only  two  years  before  the  foundation  of  the  medical  colh^ge, 
it  had  been  discovered  that  the  body  of  George  Butler,  jr.,  had  been 
stolen  from  its  grave,  and  it  was  believed  that  there  was  hardly  a  village 
in  the  county  where  one  or  more  graves  had  not  been  i-obbed.  At  about 
that  time  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  no  statute  concerning  su<'h  an 
offense,  and  that  the  perpetrators  could  on\y  be  indicted  under  the  com- 
mon law  for  a  misdemeanor  ;  and  it  was  not  till  18o0  that  the  tirst  starute 
for  the  protection  of  gi'aves  was  passed  in  Massachus.'tts.  The  town  had 
attempted  to  take  action  in  the  case  of  Ibitler,  and  the  facts  in  thf  case 
were  all  fresh  in  the  minds  (»f  the  }>eopl(^  in  \S'2-2.  and  in  their  first  cir.ai- 
lar  the  trustees  of  the  college  strove  to  alhiy  tin-  aopivh.Mi^iou^  of  the 
people  on  the  subjec^  They  adopted  stringent  ]wovisions  in  the  college 
statutes  requiring  the  faculty  to  procure  tluur sul>j<MUs  for  di^>;ecti<>n  only 
from  the  largest  cities,  that  no  stu(hMit  shonhl  corKMM  iitMl  in  oluninin-j: 
them,  that  no  private  disse(Mion  b\-  stu.hsiis  <h-Mdd  ho  pei-niiiOMl.  and 
that  any  who  might  infringe  this  rule  sluaihl  be  puolii-l y  exposed.  These 
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by-laws  did  not  perfectly  accomplish  their  purposes.  It  is  probable  that 
the  graveyards  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  tlie  college  were  safer  for  its 
establishment,  and  perhaps,  as  a  large  number  of  anatomical  students  could 
avail  themselves  of  the  same  subjects,  and  as  some  of  these  were  bought  bv 
the  faculty  in  the  large  cities,  there  were  not  so  many  illegally  obtained 
ys  before.  Ent  there  were  frequent  and  generally  credited  reports  of  the 
dc^^ecrafion  of  burial  grounds  iri  towns  at  some  distance  froni  Pittsheld 
by  students  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College. 

In  1830  two  bodies  that  had  been  stolen  fj-om  their  graves  in  Franklin 
county  were  traced  to  two  students  of  the  college  and  recovered.  Inteirse 
excitement  was  nroused  in  Pittsheld  by  this  discovery,  a  town  meeting 
was  held,  and  resolutions  expressiv^e  of  the  indignation  of  the  people 
were  adopted. 

Tradition  records  other  stories,  some  of  which  may  be  true,  of  the 
doings  of  the  ''body  snatchers." 

Prior  to  1830  the  law  almost  countenanced  grave  robbery,  by  permit- 
ting physicians  to  have  in  their  possession  dead  bodies,  for  the  puri)Oses 
of  anatomy,  without  accounting  for  the  mode  in  which  the}'  obtained 
them.  That  year,  however,  simultaneously  with  the  law  for  the  better 
protection  of  burial  grounds,  an  act  was  passed  directing  that  the  bodies 
of  persons  dying  under  certain  circumstances  should  be  delivered  to  sur- 
geons and  medical  schools  for  dissection  ;  and  this,  together  wdth  the  in- 
creasing supply  from  the  cities,  has  rendered  subjects  so  cheap  that  for 
years  there  has  been  little  temptation  to  resort  to  the  odious  midnight 
prowlings  of  the  resurrectionists. 

The  first  president  of  the  college  was  Dr.  Jonah  Goodhue,  of  Iladley, 
one  of  New  England's  self-educated  physicians. 

The  first  term  of  the  college  opened  with  eighty  students,  and  the 
number  increased  from  year  to  year. 

A  lyceum  of  natural  history  was  establislied  at  the  beginning  of  the 
first  term  of  lectures,  under  the  charge  of  Professor  Dewey  :  and  to  his 
lectures  before  this  lyceum  others  than  students  wej'e  iidmitled. 

In  1829  President  Goodhue  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Zadne 
Howe,  of  Billerica,  who  continued  in  olhce  till  1837,  when  he  resigned, 
and  Dr.  H.  If.  Childs  was  elected  his  successor.  The  non-residence  of  the 
presidents  had  hitherto  l)een  an  embarrnssment  to  the  college.  This  was 
removed  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Childs. 

At  first,  under  the  charter,  degrees  w<Me  cmiferred  by  the  prt\sident 
and  trustees  of  Williams  College,  but  in  1830  this  conmH'Uon  was  dis- 
solved and  the  Berkshire  School  l^ecnme  an  independtuit  colN^ge.  In  the 
same  year  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  decitled  thai  ilu'  grathiaies 
of  this  school  should  be  admitted  as  fellows  wi(hou(  (rr  or  (wanunai  ii-n, 
which  during  fourteen  years  had  iH>t  been  <hni(\ 

In  18G3  Dr.  Childs,  at  the  age  of  eighiy,  resign. nl  ids  prol\v<sor-hip, 
though  he  retained  the  pi-esicltau'y  of  tiie  ^'oUegt^  ib^  atcrrward  Ire- 
quently  addressed  the  students,  by  their  invitation,  with  ]Kiternai  counsel 
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and  insn-nrri\:)n.  and  also  delivered  the  diplomas  at  the  commencements 
till  1867.    Soon  after  the  dose  of  the  lecture  term  of  that  year  he  went  to 
Boston,  where,  aftei' passing  the  winter  in  the  family  ofdus  son-in  law 
-Flon.  Ehas  Merwiii,  he  died,  on  the  22d  of  March,  18GS. 

From  1823  to  1835  the  average  attendance  of  stndents  was  about 
So ;  in  1S3G  ir  rose  to  lOo.  but  fell  off  in  1837  to  68,  and  the  average  from 
that  year  to  1844  was  not  mure  than  80.  From  1844  to  1848.  the  most 
prosperous  era  of  the  college,  the  numbers  for  the  respective  years  were 
135,  120,  140,  130,  120.  The  next  year,  1849,  showed  a  catalogue  of  only 
95,  and  thenceforward  the  decline  continued,  although  not  with  perfect 
uniformity,  till  the  term  of  1867  attracted  barely  35  studpnts. 

A  clinique  was  established  at  the  college  ir^  1854  and  was  continued 
successfully  till  the  close  of  the  career  of  the  institution. 

Men  of  brilliant  professional  reputation,  many  of  them  yonng  and 
full  of  enthusiastic  hope  of  reviving  the  fortunes  of  the  college,  were  from 
time  to  time  added  to  the  faculty  :  among  them  Drs.  Pliny  Erie,  A.  B. 
Palmer,  Paul  A.  Chadbourne,  AVilliam  H.  Thayer,  Corydon  L.  Ford.  B. 
Cresson  Styles,  William  AYarren  Grreen,  and  H."  M.  Seeley  ;  all  of  whnm 
gave  themselves  vigorously  to  the  work,  bur  most  of  theni^,  soon  becoming 
sensible  how  hopeless  was  the  task,  abandoned  it  for  more  promising 
fields.  Little,  however,  as  they  were  able  to  accomplish  for  the  college, 
their  influence  was  very  strongly  and  happily  felt  in  the  medical  society 
of  the  county.  Drs.  Thayer  and  Styles  especially  contributed  to  this 
result,  and  greatly  intensified  the  local  esprit  du  coiys  of  the  profession 
by  the  publication,  in  1861,  of  the  Berksliire  Medical  Journal,  a  hand- 
some magazine,  of  forty-eight  pages,  in  which,  besides  much  general 
medical  and  surgical  matter  of  interest,  there  appean^I  monthly  the  trans- 
actions of  the  society,  and  articles  from  the  pens  of  its  members.  Ah 
though  the  magazine  was  continued  but  a  single  year  its  influence  was 
lasting. 

In  the  forty-four  yeai-sof  its  existence  the  Berkshire  Medical  College 
graduated  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  doctors  in  medicine,  who  held 
a  rank  in  their  profession  equal  to  that  of  those  sent  out  by  any  coli^^ge. 
It  had  a  large  share  in  the  advancement  of  medical  science  and  theel<n'a- 
tion  of  medical  character.  It  had  attracted  to  Pittsheld,  in  its  faculty  and 
others,persons  of  culture  who  had  adorned  the  society  of  the  village  whih^ 
they  mingled  with  it,  and  left  it  the  better  for  their  presence,  and  wh..ui  it 
could  no  longer  creditably  perform  the  work  which  was  entrusted  to  ir,  it 
gracefully  yielded  the  place  to  those  who  could. 

During  the  existence  of  the  college  voluntai-y  associarituis  were 
formed  among  the  students  for  mutual  literary  and  prol\\s>ional  im}'rv«\e- 
ment.  In  these,  some  men,  afterward  of  note,  took  \k\\{.  Among  ilie>e 
were  President  Hopkins,  of  AVillianis College.  an<l  l>r.  .1.  Holland,  who 
became  a  practitioner  in  Springfield,  but  S()cui  abaiidoiKHl  his  pro('o>^i"ii 
for  that  of  literature. 
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The  Mnssacluisetts  Medical  Society,  which  was  incorporated  in  1781, 
appointed,  178."),  a  conmiittee  in  each  county  of  the  com  ni  on  wealth  "for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging- the  communication  of  all  important  or  extra- 
ordinary cases  tliat  might  occur  in  the  X)ractice  of  the  medical  art,  and 
for  this  purpose  to  meet,  correspond,  and  communicate  with  any  indi- 
viduals, of  any  association  of  physicians  in  tiieir  resj^ective  counties,  and 
make  ]-eport  of  their  doings." 

Drs.  Erastus  Sergeant  and  Oliver  Partiidge.  of  Stockbridge,  were 
appointed  for  Berkshire  county,  and  it  was  hoped  that  a  county  associ- 
ation would  soon  be  formed. 

In  June,  1787,  fifteen  physicians,  all  from  towns  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  county,  met  at  Stockbridge  for  the  purpose  of  forming  such  a 
society;  but  the  tumults  of  the  times"  (the  Shays  rebellion)  prevented 
any  further  action  except  the  choice  of  officers,  till  the  12th  of  June 
when  articles  of  association  and  rules  were  drawn  up  and  signed  by 
fourteen  physicians.  One  of  the  rules  was  the  following:  "No  member 
shall  introduce  liis  pupils  into  the  practice  of  medicine  unless  they  be 
first  examined  by  the  censors,  and  recommended  by  them  to  the  associ- 
ation for  a  certificate  of  their  qualifications,  wdiich  certificate  shall  be 
signed  by  the  president  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary." 

These  censors  were  Drs.  Timothy  Childs,  Erastus  Sergeant,  and  Eldad 
Lewis,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  society,  which  was  held  at  Pitts- 
field,  in  January,  17S8,  three  young  men,  who  had  been  approved  by 
them,  received  the  required  certificate.  Their  names  were  Elijah  Carl  in., 
Reuben  Backman,  and  Jacob  Hoyt;  and  their  diplomas  in  medicine  were 
the  iirst  ever  confei'red  in  Berkshire,  by  any  authority  higher  than  that 
of  an  individual  ])receptor.  The  association  adjourned  to  meet  at  Stock- 
bridge  in  June;  but  it  never  again  assembled. 

Probably  the  bitter  feuds  resulting  from  the  Shays  rebellion,  which 
were  not  favorable  to  the  fraternal  association  of  the  members  of  any 
profession,  prevented  the  meetings.  Dr.  Whiting,  the  president  of  the 
society,  was  imprisoned  and  heavily  fined  for  participa.ti(»]i,  and  other 
mem})ers  may  have  been  implicated  in  it. 

In  November.  1794,  a  second  Beikshire  medical  a^^socialion  was 
formed,  but  it  had  no  member  from  Pittsfield  or  any  town  north  of  if. 
It  continued  only  two  years. 

In  February,  1818,  the  Legislature  granted  a  charter  l\>r  the  In  rk- 
shire  District  Medical  Society,  and  in  July,  1819,  tlie  fellows  of  the  Scue 
^  society,  resident  in  Berkshire,  were  called  t(^gether  at  L.  iiox  to  c>.n>ider 
its  acceptance.  The  charter  was  not  accepteil  at  that  time,  li  was  tinally 
accepted  in  lS2i\  ata  full  meeting  of  the  Fellows,  and  the  fcdlowing  otlicers 
were  chosen:  jnesident.  Dr.  Timothy  Childs;  vice-president,  Pr.  Hugo 
Burghardt;  secretary,  Alfred  Perry;  treasurer,  lihra.rian,  aiul  cabiuoi 
keeper,  Dr.  Charles  Worthingtou. 
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Dr.  Timothy  Childs  died  February  yotli,  1821,  at  the  aire  of  78  years. 
Jiavingbeen  in  tlie  active  practice  of  his  profession  till  within  one\veek 
of  his  deatli. 

Dr.  Hugo  Bnrghardt.  of  Eichmond,  vs-as  eliosen  his  successor  as 
president  of  the  medical  society,  and  Dr.  H.  H.  Chiids  was  elected  vice- 
president. 

After  the  incoi'poi'ation  of  the  medical  college  the  sem^.-annual  meet- 
ings of  the  society  v/ere  lield  at  Pittslield  on  commencement  day  :  the 
annual  meetings  convening,  as  before,  at  Lenox.  From  1820  to  1834  the 
meetings  appear  to  have  been  kept  up  with  considerable  spirit,  although 
in  the  earlier  yenj's  of  that  pei'iod  there  was  often  no  quorum. 

From  1834  to  1837,  owing  to  a  difference  witli  the  I'ai'ent  society, 
which  refused  to  admit  g]-aduates  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College  on  the 
same  ternis  with  those  of  the  institution  connected  with  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, theie  were  no  meetings  ;  but  in  September  of  the  latter  year,  the 
State  society  having  yielded  that  point,  the  Fellows  of  the  district  society 
and  other  physicians  of  the  county  met  at  Lenox  and  revived  the  old  or- 
ganization. There  is  no  record  of  any  further  meetings  till  March,  1842, 
■when,  in  response  to  a  call  in  the  county  newspapers,  they  again  met  at 
Lenox,  chose  the  usual  officers,  and  resumed  their  regular  meetings, 
which  have  not  since  been  interrupted. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  in  November,  1858,  it  was  determined  to 
hold  the  regular  monthly  nieetings  at  Pittslield,  and  in  1802  the  annual 
meetings  wei'e  tiansferi'ed  from  Lenox  to  the  same  place. 

Li  1871  the  Pittslield  Medical  Society  was  formed,  its  object  being 
tlie  encouragement  of  social  intercourse  among  the  members  of  the  pro- 
i'ession,  and  the  promotion  of  scientific  culture.  The  Pittslield  society 
has  entei'tained  the  meml}ers  of  the  county  society  at  its  monthly  meer- 
ings  ;  thus,  in  some  measure,  equalizing  the  cost  of  atre)idan('t\  the}- 
being  free,  by  their  location,  from  traveling  expenses. 

On  the  ]5th  of  August,  1876,  a  meeting  of  physicians  of  North  Adnm^ 
and  vicinity  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  (then)  Arnold  House.  >»\>rih 
Adams.  These  physicians  (six  in  nund)er)  "engaged  in  a  discussinn  u])- 
on  the  need  of  a  more  hearty  co-operation  and  feUowslii})  amoug  the  phy- 
sicians of  North  Adams  and  vicinity,''  and  the  pieliminary  steps  were 
taken  for  the  formation  of  a  society  for  mutual  im])rovement  and  a  closer 
and  more  cordial  social  and  pi'ofessiomd  intercours(\ 

At  another  meeting,  on  the  22d  of  the  same  nxuitlu  th(^  NiutIi  P»'rk- 
shire  Medical  Society  was  organized  by  the  ach>]>tion  of  a  ccn.^tiiution 
and  the  choice  of  officers.  This  constitution  provided  for  m(>nthly  m»'(^t- 
ings,  and  that  ''members  shall  tadve  their  res]!ectivt^  towns  iri  alternate 
order  in  entertaining  the  association  at  tlie  oHicf,  rt\si(h'nc(',  t.r  other  c<ui- 
venient  place,  and  that  it  be  left  to  theo]>ti(»n  of  ilu^  nuunbcr  eniei-faiuing 
to  provide  or  not  lefreshments,  but  if  proviih^l  they  s]i:ill  be  of  ihr 
sim])lest  kimi."  It  may  here  be  staled  that  there  have  Iren  llagrant 
violations  of  this  regulation  by  the  provision  of  sumptuous  repasts. 
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The  iiieetings  have  been  very  well  attended,  and  the  society  has  liad 
raenibers  from  Adams,  North  Adams,  Cheshire,  Williamstown,  Pownal, 
Clarksburg,  and  Readsboro.  At  the  meetings  papers  on  various  profes- 
sional topics  have  been  read,  and  these  have  elicited  spirited  and  able 
discussions.  These  papers  and  discussions  have  brought  out  conservative 
as  well  as  ])rogressive  views,  a,nd  they  are  believed  to  have  been  proht- 
able  to  all  who  listened  or  participated. 

To  insure  uniformity  in  charges  the  society  adopted  a  fee  bill,  and  to 
prevent  imposture  by  ''dead  beats"  a  black  list  was  prepared,  bearing 
the  names  of  those  who  were  constantly'  running  from  one  physician  to 
another  as  their  credit  failed  with  each.  It  pretty  effectually  broke  up 
that  custom,  and  the  people  now  expect  to  pay. 

The  association  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  its  members.  Th«y  have 
become  acquainted  with  each  other  as  physicians,  and  have  become 
broader  in  their  views,  as  well  as  more  charitable  toward  each  other,  and 
have  forgotten  petty  jealousies  and  rivalries  ;  and  consequently,  as  a 
profession  they  have  become  more  comx)act,  and  command  to  a  fuller  ex- 
tent the  confidence  of  the  public.  It  has  also  been  of  benefit  to  the  pub- 
lic. It  has  proven  that  the  faculty  have  a  regard  for  their  own  respect 
and  services,  and  expect  to  be  remunerated  for  them  ;  and  consequently 
the  public  have  had  more  respect  and  consideration  for  the  profession. 
This  action  and  reaction  between  the  profession  and  the  people  has  been 
healthful. 

The  presidents  of  the  society  from  its  organization  to  the  present 
have  been:  X.  S.  Babbitt,  G.  C.  Lawrence,  A.  M.  Smith,  H.  J.  Millard, 
O.  J.  Brown,  H.  S.  Phillips,  H.  Bushnell,  M.  Smith.  Secretaries:  O.  J. 
Brown,  H.  Bushnell,  H.  J.  Millard,  H.  Maloney,  J.  H.  A.  Matte,  D.  E. 
Thayer,  C.  J.  Curran. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


AGmCULTURE  IX  BERKSHIKE. 

Early  methods. — Societies  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture. — Berkshire  Agricultural  Society. — 
Housatonic  Agricultural  Society. — Hcosac  Valley  Agricultural  Society. 

THE  agriculture  of  eai'ly  times  in  Berksliii-e  c<3unty  was  such  as  is 
never  seen  now.  Yery  few  now  livin.s,'  here  have  witnessed  the 
process  of  preparing  tlie  virgin  soil  for  the  first  crop.  The  tirnl^er  was 
often  girdled  in  advance,  so  that  when  felled,  as  it  often  was,  in  what  are 
termed  windrows,  much  of  it  would  burn  as  it  lay,  being  partially  or 
wholly  dried,  by  kindling  a  hre  at  tlie  windward  end  of  these  rows. 
After  the  first  burn  some  of  the  remaining  fragments  were  niggered 
into  pieces  that  could  be  easily  moved,  and  tliese  were  drawn  together 
with  oxen  and  "'logged  up"  for  the  final  burning.  Many  in  a  neighbor- 
hood usually  joined  in  this  work,  and  the  "  logging  bees  "  were  at  the 
same  time  occasions  when  work  was  done  and  social  intercourse  enjoyed. 
When  the  burning  was  completed  and  the  ashes  were  collected  the  ground 
was  sometimes  made  ready  for  the  seed  by  harrowing  with  a  tliree  cor- 
nered harrow,  which  was  often  hewed  from  a  crotched  ti-ee,  witii  either 
large  wooden  pins  set  at  intervals,  or  large  and  strong  iron  teeth.  ^>nch 
a  harrow  was  drawn  over  the  ground  among  the  stumps  to  fit  the  scul  for 
its  first  crop,  when  the  roots  were  not  sufficiently  decayed  to  permit  tlie 
use  of  a  jjlough.  In  using  this  primitive  harrow  in  these  clearings  the 
driver  found  it  necessary  to  keep  at  a  respectful  distance,  for  it  often 
bounded  from  side  to  side  in  a  manner  not  compatible  with  safety  at  close 
quarters.  In  cases  where  ploughing  could  be  done  the  old  bull  phuigh 
was  used.  This  was  an  uncouth  implement  with  a  wrought  iron  share 
and  a  wooden  moldboard,  such  a  tool  as  is  now  rarely  seen,  even  among 
relics  of  the  past.  In  rare  cases  a  wooden  plough  hewn  (Uit  of  a  (Motched 
tree  was  used.  The  wheat  sown  or  corn  planted  in  gi'omul  pr»'paivd  in 
this  rude  way  often  gave  good  returns,  such  was  the  fertility  of  tin*  s(ul 
before  it  was  exhausted  by  relocated  (•ro{>ping.  \Vh.Mi  a  crop  was  m-uvn 
and  ripened  it  was  cut  vVitii  sickles,  a  htnidful  a(  a  tinu>.  Siv-kh^s  may 
occasionally  be  seen  at  the  present  day  ;  but  there  are  few  who  ever  saw 
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them  used.  For  hiu-vesting  grain  ranong  the  stamps  and  rocks  of  tlie 
first  clearings  the  sickle  was  tlie  best  adapted  of  all  insti-nraenrs,  and  no 
other  was  then  known  :  but  when  these  stamps  and  boaldcrs  liad  decayed 
or  i)een  removed,  and  the  grain  cradle  had  been  introdaced,  many  looked 
on  it  as  a  perjiicions  invention,  by  the  ase  of  vvdiich  mgre  grain,  woald  be 
wasted  than  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  thy  kL])or  of  iuii  vt^sting,  and 
some  insisted  thai  more  could  be  harvested  ii]  the  sa.nie  time,  with  the 
sickle— so  strongly  are  people  attached  to  old  customs. 

'Jdie  grain  was  at  first  threslied  witli  the  flail,  on  the  ground,  and 
separated  from  the  chaif  by  pouring  it  from  a  heiglit,  in  the  wiuil  an-'l 
afterward  dextrously  manipulating  it  in  a  "corn  fan,"  a  description  of 
which  would  be  quite  diflicalr.  For  many  years  after  barns  were  erected 
on  all  farnrs  the  Hail  and  the  feet  of  horses  were  the  only  threshing 
machines,  but  fanning  mills  superseded  the  old  corn  fan. 

Hay  was  cut  with  the  old  fashioned  scythe,  w^hich  has  changed  but 
very  little,  and  the  hand  rake  cnlv  was  used  to  irather  it.  Am.om;'  the 
Stumps  and  stones  in  early  times  these  were  the  most  available  tools,  but 
their  use  continued  long  after  improved  implements  were  availalde,  and 
after  such  implements  had  been  invented. 

In  those  days  the  conveyance  most  in  use  was  the  ox  cart.  It  was 
made  available  for  almost  evervthing  from  haulino-  manure  lo  o-oius:  to 
meeting,  or  to  balls  and  weddings.  Its  use  v/as  thus  universal  because  it 
was,  like  the  other  tools  spoken  of,  adapted  to  existing  conditions.  The 
rough  and  stumpy  roads  almost  forbade  the  use  of  foar  wheeled  vehicles. 
It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  wagons,  ploughs,  har- 
rows, threshing  machines,  harvesters,  mowers,  wheel  rakes,  etc..  etc.,  of 
the  present  day  and  contrast  them  with  the  awkward  and  uncc^utli  im- 
plements of  former  times;  but  if  this  is  done  the  adaptation  of  thost^  to 
the  then  existing  circumstances  should  be  remembered,  and  the  addi- 
tional fact  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  improved  tools  of  the  pre-^- 
ent  day  would  not  then  have  been  available.  These  primitive  method^  of 
agriculture  continued,  with  only  such  slight  changes  as  slowly  changing 
circumstances  necessitated  or  permitted,  till  the  ch)se  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Meantime  the  country  had  grown  populous  and  t)rosperL)Us, 
the  colonies  had  l)ecome  an  independent  nation,  the  tide  of  emigration 
had  set  westward  from  New  England,  ami  the  development  of  tlie  re 
sources  of  what  was  then  the  great  West  had  commenced.  With  keen 
prescience  a  few  looked  forward  to  the  tinu^  in  the  not  distant  future 
wdien  this  country  must  beconu^  less  de]KMident  on  foi'eign  nations  for 
those  articles  of  necessity  or  luxury  which  cvudd  as  well  be  prodae.>d  at 
home.  It  was  seen  that  ])y  establishing  and  fost(uIug  maiiu fact urt\>  here 
not  only  would  the  pt^ople  of  this  country  l>ecom<^  nuM-e  imh'pendeni, 
but  their  prosperity  woald  be  greatly  eidianced.  N(>w  and  t)rnfifable 
branches  of  agricultural  industry  would  s[>riag  up  and  be  devoloptnl, 
home  markets  would  be  supplied  with  hniue  [a(Hlne(^.  aii<l  moi-e  activo 
demands  fur  farmers'  pnxluce  would  be  created.    In  older  thai  maniifac- 
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tiires,  especially  of  woolen  goods,  niiglit  Hourish  here  it  was  riecessai-}^ 
that  a  better  quality  of  wool  should  l)e  produced  than  had  been  supplied 
from  the  descendants  of  the  sheep  that  were  origin;d]y  introduced  hei-e, 
and  this  necessity  led  to  the  importation,  from  Spain  and  France,  of  the 
celebrated  Meiinos  which  added  so  largely  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
farmers  ht^re. 

At  the  same  time  greater  attention  began  to  l)e  paid  to  improvements 
in  other  animals  than  sheep,  and  better  breeds  of  cattle  and  swine,  as 
well  as  hoj'ses,  were  introduced.  Gj'adually,  too,  improved  methods  ae.d 
less  wasteful  and  exhaustive  practices  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  came 
to  be  ado[)ted. 

The  great  immediate,  and  still  greater  prospective,  benefits  of  these 
advances  in  agricnlture  led  a  few  intelligent  and  far-seeing  men,  and  cliief 
among  them  Elkanah  Watson,  to  conceive  the  idea  of  establishing  in 
Berkshire  county  a  society  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures. This  was  about  1807,  and  at  that  time  societies  for  similar 
purposes  were  not  new  in  the  world. 

The  Society  of  the  Imi)rovers  of  the  tvnowledge  of  Agriculture  in 
Scotland  was  formed  as  early  as  1723.  The  Highland  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety, which  afterward,  in  1784,  became  national  as  the  Highland  and  Ag- 
ricultural Society  of  Scotland,  was  incorporated  in  1777,  and  early  estab- 
lished an  annual  sliow^  of  live  stock,  implements  of  husbandry,  and  och^^r 
articles  of  interest  to  farmers.  In  1777  tlie  Bath  and  West  of  England 
Agricultural  Society  was  organized,  and  immediately  established  cattle 
shows.  The  success  of  these  institutions  was  so  remarkable  that  similar 
organizations  of  a  local  character  soon  spread  all  over  Great  Briraiu  ; 
and  in  due  time  national  boards  and  societies,  formed  under  royal  i>atron- 
age,  assumed  the  lead  in  promoting  the  cause  of  agriculture  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  history  of  these  bodies  is  still  rehUed  with  just  pride  by  Brirish 
writers,  and  to  them  is  attributed,  in  great  part,  the  marvellous  jv^rfec- 
tion  lo  which  the  art  of  agricultnre  has  been  brought  in  every  part  of 
their  country. 

Societies  of  the  same  kind  were  also  organized  in  Franct\  and  their 
annual  shows  were  distinguished  by  the  pomps  and  splendors  cliaracrer- 
istic  of  that  nation. 

In  America,  also,  State  societies  for  the  same  object  were  b.raied 
early.  That  of  South  Carolina  dates  from  1784.  The  Philadelphia  soci- 
ety, formed'  the  following  year,  seems  to  have  had  somerhiug  of  a  uatinual 
character  ;  for  the  Plllsficid  Chnjiucle  of  March,  17i)(>,  srare^  (har  it  had 
just  awarded  a  gold  medal  to  a  Rhode  Island  farmei-.  In  IV'-U  the  ct4e- 
brated  New  York  Society  for  the  Promotion  (»f  Agricult  uiv,  Mauu  fact  ui  es, 
and  Arts  was  organized  by  Ezra.  LMIommedieu,  Chancellor  IJobrrt 
Livingston,  Samuel  DeWitt,  Alexander  Whitcond\  and  m;my  oihrr  re 
spectable  and  patrioii<!  citizens  of  that  State.  It  was  ineori^oraf.'vl  in 
1793,  and  accomplished  much  in  behalf  of  the  infuvsts  which  if  uas  in- 
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tended  to  foster.  Tlie  Massachusetts  Society  for  Piomotiiig  Agricultiire 
was  incorporated  in  1792,  and  diffused  much  valuable  and  pi'actical  infor- 
mation throughout  the  State  by  means  of  a  series  of  papers  known  as  the 
AgricuUaral  J^epository,  and  afterward  by  a  publication  styled  the  J/a.S'- 
sacJiusetls  Journal  of  AgricitUure. 

Tljese  associations  hibored  assiduously  to  obtain  information  on  agri- 
cultural topics,  by  tlie  importation  of  the  l)est  European  treatises  on 
farming,  by  experiments  which  their  members  made,  often  at  great  per- 
sonal expense,  and  by  such  other  means  as  were  w^ithin  their  reach.  The 
results  of  their  reading  and  experience  were  compared  and  discussed  in 
frequent  meetings,  and  their  x)roceedings,  published  in  pamphlet  form,  or 
in  the  newspapers,  were  scattered  broadcast  through  Jsew  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  all  tlie  more  favored  States,  conveying  a  vast  amount  of  in- 
struction. However  it  may  have  been  with  the  masses,  these  papers  shovr 
that  there  were  then  many  educated  and  clear  headed  farmers  whose 
knowledge  of  their  art,  at  least  as  to  principles,  has  been  little  improved 
in  those  who  have  had  half  a  century  of  added  investigation  and  observa- 
tion ;  and  although  much  jealousy  of  book  farming  was  manifested  in  the 
great  body  of  practical  farmers,  thought  was  awakened,  and  even  among 
the  most  prejudiced  against  innovation,  more  intelligence  was  emplu\-ed 
in  cultivation,  and  essential  improvements  gradually  won  their  way  to 
adoption.  Since  that  era,  and  much  through  the  influence  of  oi'gnnized 
societies,  some  truths  have  doubtless  been  discovered,  some  fallacit-s  de- 
tected and  abandoned.  Some  changes  for  the  better  have  taken  place  in 
matters  of  practical  detail,  vast  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  im- 
plements of  agriculture,  more  valuable  breeds  of  cattle,  richer  varieties  of 
fruit,  grain,  and  vegetables  have  been  introduced.  But  the  farmer  who 
is  well  read  in  the  literature  of  his  profession,  if  he  peruse  the  essays  and 
discussions  of  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago,  will  be  surprised  to  had  In.u- 
little  positive  advance  has  been  made  in  agricultural  science  :  h-nv  few 
questions  whiclx  have  been  propounded,  then  or  since,  havel)een  certainly 
determined.  There  are  at  this  day  many  writers  and  speakers  on  agri- 
cultural topics  who  present  as  many  points  obnoxious  to  modern  criti- 
cism as  are  to  be  found  in  L*Hommedieu,  De  Witt,  and  other  leaders  i>f 
the  New  York  Society. 

In  1793  the  New  York  Society  recommended  the  formation  of  county 
organizations,  and  it  is  known  that  in  Dutchess  county,  in  that  State,  such 
a  society  was  formed  and  cattle  shows  were  held,  but  they  were  soon 
abandoned. 

In  Pennsylvania  there  were  several  agricultural  societies  bu'uunb  and 
they  had  annual  exhibitions. 

*^  "  A  Society  for  the  encouragement  of  donu^stic  manufactures, 
my,  and  the  agriculture  of  our  country  "  was  formed  in  e)rKMUs 
Vermont.    This  society  strongly  rconinimded  thr  pn>U'eti.>n  of  Ihuue 
Indus  try. 
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An  Association  of  Middlesex  (Mass.)  farmers,  formed  in  1794,  was  in- 
corporated in  1S03,  as  "  The  Western  Society  of  Middlesex  Farmers." 

The  Kennei)ec  (Maine)  Agricultural  Society  was  organized  in  ISOl. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  Berksliire  county  was  not  the  lirst  to  establish 
agri(Miltural  societ-ies.  These  prior  organizations  accomplished  much 
good,  but  they  worked  on  rather  than  among  the  mass  of  the  farmers, 
and  failed  to  arouse  that  popular  interest  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
bring  about  the  results  which  the  Berkshire  society  achieved.  It  re- 
mained for  the  Berkshire  f^irmers,  iiiider  the  If^adership  of  a  gentleman 
singularly  qualified  by  nature,  education,  and  social  position,  to  work 
outaui.'del  which  proved  so  well  adapted  to  its  purposes  that  il  has 
been  followed  hy  all  the  county  agricultural  societies  in  America,  and 
has  exercispd  a  controlling  influence  over  the  operations  of  the  State 
organizations. 

The  Berkshire  society  was  tlie  model  after  which,  in  18.17.  the  ]\Iassa- 
chusetts  Society  for  the  Bromotion  of  Agriculture  established  iis  plan  of 
operations,  and  even  in  the  previous  year,  ISIG,  Thomas  Gold,  Esq.,  in 
his  address  as  president  of  the  society  said:  "The  respectable  State  of 
New  York  has  adopted  the  society  as  their  model;  and  they  are  forming 
several  institutions  resembling  this.  And,  within  a  few  days,  we  have 
had  an  application  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  requesting  our  assistance 
to  enable  them  to  form  a  society  like  our  own." 

It  will  til  us  be  seen  that  the  Berkshire  society  inaugurated  a  new  era 
in  oi'ganizations  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  In  accomjdishing 
this  happy  end  the  most  effective  means  vvas  the  substitution  of  the  fes- 
tival known  as  the  *'  Cattle  Show^  and  Agricultural  Fair,"  for  the  meager 
and  unattractive  exhibitions  wliicli  few  witnessed,  and  for  the  unexciting 
system  o'*  premiums,  for  which  few  contended,  and  which  were  offered  for 
a  very  limited  number  of  products.  Interesting  and  pleasing  to  all 
classes  from  its  first  establishment,  this  holiday,  by  gradual  accrt'ti^ns 
of  alluring  features,  became  to  the  farmer  all,  and  more  than  all  that 
commencement  day  is  to  the  college  gradiuite.  Fixed  in  date  and  place 
the  cattle  show  and  fair,  once  every  year,  turned  the  attention  of  the 
whole  community  to  the  interests  of  agriculture.  It  was  the  grand  hai'- 
vest  home  of  a  region  in  which  evei'y  nuin  was  to  som<^  extent  a  farmtu*. 
In  it  there  was  some  pleasure  and  profit  for  all  ages,  tor  every  class,  and 
for  both  sexes;  audit  was  enjoyed  as  no  otlier  festival— not  even  the 
"Glorious  Fourth  "  or,  it  is  hardly  exaggeration  to  add,  TlinukNgiviug  — 
ever  was. 

To  the  practical  farmer,  especially,  in  addition  to  its  dtdights  and  t^x- 
citements,  it  hrouglit  l.)Oth  material  and  inrelKsMnal  p.roti!.  It  colKM-ird 
for  his  examination  the  latest  importations  and  inventions  in  (lie  imide- 
ments  of  his  ai  t,  the  best  blooded  stock,  :he  latest  varieties  of  st'ed>  and 
plants.  It  was  used  t')  some  extent  foi'  tlu^  purp<>se  of  ii'allit':  l^'it  more 
and  better  than- all  it  <iivw  the  liusbandmaii  oui  of  his  s(M'lu^i<ui  into  eon- 
tacts  which  enhiJged  and  liberalized  his  mind.    Jn  conversation  with  his 
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f(^llo\vs,  as  well  as  in  addi'esses  and  reports  ireaiing-  on  sul)jecrs  of  inime 
diate  interest  to  him.  lie  found  abundant  food  for  thought,  to  be  com- 
pared, on  wintei"  evenings,  with  books  and  pamphlets,  and  to  be  wedl  di- 
gested in  his  lonely  tields.  In  many  ways  his  autumn  holiday  made  the 
farmer  more  proud  of  his  profession  while  it  rendered  the-profession  more 
worthy  of  pride. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  tlie  county  of  Berkshire  owes  the  honor  of 
furnisliing  to  the  country  the  model  for  this  most  beneficial  institution 
was  Elkanah  Watson,  a  member  of  the  New^  York  Society  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  and  Art,  who  purchased  the  farm,  and 
mansion  of  Henry  Yan  Schaack,  and  removed  to  Pittsfield  in  1S07. 

Mr.  Watson  was  born  in  1758,  and  during*  the  first  half  century  of 
his  life  he  was  an  extensive  traveller  in  Euroi:)e  and  America,  and  an  ac- 
tive business  man  ;  and  when,  in  1807,  at  the  age  of  fifty,  he  removed  to 
Berkshire  county  and  commenced  his  agricultural  career,  he  brought  to 
liis  new  sphere  of  action  the  same  characteristics  which  he  had  always 
manifested.  Althougli  the  farming  of  Mr.  Watson  was  not  as  profitable  to 
himself  as  lie  might  possibl}^  have  made  it,  his  efforts  and  teachings  were  of 
great  value  to  the  practical  tiller  of  the  soil,  who  was  familiar  with  the 
details  and  inured  to  the  toils  of  a  farmer's  life.  For  the  few  years  pre- 
ceding that  in  which  Mr.  Watson  removed  to  Pittsfield  the  attention  of 
the  New  York  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agi'iculture,  Arts,  and  Manu- 
factures was  turned  specially  and  very  earnestly  to  the  improvement  of 
the  breeds  of  sheep,  in  relation  to  the  fineness  of  their  wool,  and  also  to 
its  manufacture  into  cloth.  Mr.  Watson,  as  a  member  of  that  society, 
was  deeply  imbued  with  its  spirit  in  this  respect ;  and  among  his  first  acts 
as  a  farmer  was  the  purchase  of  two  fine  merinos — a  ram  and  a  ewe — the 
first  of  that  breed  which  were  ever  brought  into  New  England.  These  he 
exhibited  in  the  fall  of  1807  on  the  green  under  the  elm.  Many  farmers 
and  even  females,"  says  Mr.  Watson,  were  attracted  to  this  humble 
exhibition,"'  and  from  this  incident  he  reasoned  -^that,  if  two  animals 
are  capable  of  exciting  so  much  attention,  what  would  b*^  the  effect  of  a 
display,  on  a  large  scale,  of  different  animals  During  the  winter  fol- 
lowing this  little  exhibition  Mr.  Watson,  through  the  iiewspapei-s,  ur-ed 
the  spread  of  merino  sheep  and  the  establislimeut  of  agricultural  s,)cit^- 
ties.  By  his  invitation  a  meeting  was  held  and  the  initial  steps  for  the 
formation  of  a  society  were  taken. 

The  project  failed  for  the  time,  but  ^Nfr.  Watson  continued  his  elforts 
for  the  introduction  of  merino  sheep,  and  constantly  urged  on  fhe  })»N)pl.^ 
of  Berkshire  the  formation  of  an  agi-icultural  society.  !> oth  schemes 
met  with  success,  but  to  his  ardent  uuiul  it  seemed  t(»  com.^  >lo\vly. 

.  In  August,  1810,  The  FltUjldd  San  published  an  annoii n.NMu.'nt 
signed  by  twenty-six  respectable  and  intelligent  genfltMuen  of  t he  (•(Miik y, 
that  on  the  lirst  of  the  next  October  they  piopos(\l  lo  exhil)if,  on  tli.» 
square  in  tlie  village  of  IMttsileld,  •"bulls,  v)x»ui,  sterrs,  and  oilier  n./ir 
cattle  ;  merino  sheep  of  the  different  grades,  as  well  as  otlier  impro\  ♦hI 
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breeds;  liogs  or  swine  of  different  breeds/'  Tn  this  call  the  nope  was 
expressed  that  the  essay  wouhl  not  be  confined  to  that  year,  bnt  tliat  ii 
Avoukl  lead  to  permanent  annnal  cattle  shows,  and  to  an  incorporated 
agricultural  society. 

The  exhibition  took  place  at  the  appointed  time,  and  notwitlistand- 
ing  its  limited  cliaracter  and  the  meagerness  of  pleasing  accessories,  it 
attracted  a  large  attendance  of  the  provincial  farmers  from  the  surr.nind- 
ing  country,  and,  without  the  incitement  of  premiums,  the  show^  of  ani- 
mals was  respectable,  comprising  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  sheep, 
seven  bulls,  a  hundred  and  nine  oxen,  nir.e  cows,  three  heifers,  two 
calves,  and  one  boar. 

The  success  of  this  fair  attracted  much  interest  from  abroad,  and 
gave  a  new  imp)ulse  to  sheep  cultnre  in  Berkshire  county.  If  there  had 
been  apathy  concerning  it  during  the  three  years  prior  to  ISIO  the  feeling 
then  seemed  likeh-  to  rush  to  the  other  extreme. 

During  tlie  progress  of  the  cattle  show^  of  1810  the  farmers  in  attend- 
ance determined  that  the  institution  should  be  made  permanent,  and  at 
the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  they  procured  a  charter  incorporating 
Elkanah  Watson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  JohnB.  Root,  and  Thomas  B.  Strong,  rd' 
Pittsfield  ;  Caleb  Hyde,  of  Lenox  ;  John  Chamberlin,  of  Balton.  and 
Samuel  H.  Wheeler,  ot*  Lanesboro,  w-ith  such  as  might  be  associated  with 
them,  as  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agri- 
culture and  ^Manufactures."  Tiie  society  organized  undei'  its  charter  <>n 
the  1st  of  August,  1811,  and  chose  Elkauah  Watson,  president ;  William 
Walker  and  S.  11.  Wheeler,  vice-presidents  ;  Caleb  Hyde,  correspon-ling 
secretary;  Thomas  B.  Strong,  recording  secretary  ;  John  B.  Boor,  treas- 
urer; Joseph  Shearer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  and  Jonathan  Allen,  trusrees.  It 
w^as  deterndned  to  hold  a  fair  on  an  extensive  scale  in  Septembtn'  of  that 
year.  Premiums  were  offered  for  stock  of  superior  quality,  and  ariamre- 
ments  were  made  for  sucli  a  pageant  as  had  never  beiVu'e  been  witn<\>sed 
in  Berkshire  counry.  The  result  did  not  disappoint  the  expe(natio'as  of 
the  people.  The  interest  which  had  been  aroused  by  the  previous  suc- 
cessful fair,  and  the  then  novel  character  of  such  s1h>\vs,  attI  ac^^l  p 'pie 
from  all  parts  of  tlie  county,  and  even  far  bey«)nd  the  bordei'<.  Al'tt-r  tlie 
address  at  this  fair,  which  w^as  delivered  by  Mr.  Watson,  a  proc.^-sjon 
was  formed,  some  of  the  features  of  which  were  unique.  A  team  .>f  ^ixry 
yoke  of  oxen  drew  a  plough  wdrich  was  held  l)y  Charhvs  C  -.^lrlch.  K-q. 
The  leading  diiver  (jf  the  oxen  was  Nathaniel  Fairli.^ld.  I'ie-e  were  riie 
two  oldest  farmers  in  Pittsheld.  Tlu^v  were  veterans  in  th.>  Freneli  and, 
Indian  wai's,  and  wei-e  amor.g  the  first  settlers  of  Poontoo^iiek  i»laitfation 
in  170*2.  Next  came  a  broad  platform  drawn  hy  ...vtMi,  and  l><'ariii,v  a  large 
broadcloth  loom,  with  a  Hying  shutfh>,  and  a  spinnin-  j-nny  of  forty 
spindles,  all  the  maclnnt>ry  in  actual  operation  under  skilled  unrlvinen. 
Then  came,  perhaps  in  the  nature  of  a  triumpliai  car.  a  Inoad  pl.iti.nm, 
drawn  l)y  horses,  and  bearing  varioiis  sptM-im.  iis  of  r.eik>!ure  manutac- 
tures.  Among  them  rolls  of  broadcloili,  roll>  of  sail  duek.  iuimLome  rose 
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blankets,  muskets,  aiicliors,  leather,  etc.;  with  the  Hags  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  commonwealth  displayed  above  it. 

This  lirst  cattle  show  under  the  direction  of  the  Berkshire  Agricul- 
tural  Society  more  than  satisded  the  most  brilliant  anticipations  of  its 
projectors.  The  Suir  s  report  said  :  The  concourse  of  citizens  was  more 
numerous  than  has  prol}iibly  ever  convened  in  Pittsfield,  and.  wiiat  is  of 
more  importance  to  the  real  objects  of  the  society,  the  number  of  valu- 
af>]e  ami  prime  objects  brought  forward  for  premiums  and  exhiljition  was 
]n-o]>ahly  greater  than  was  ever  before  collected  in  this  section  of  counti'v;' 

Congj-atulations  poured  in  from  eveay  quarter,  and  these,  with  the 
approbation  expressed  hy  leading  journals  and  distinguislied  patriots  in 
all  parts  of  the  cnuntiy,  inspired  the  leaders  of'  the  institution  vith  nev,- 
courage  and  vigoi*. 

The  next  cattle  show  took  place  about  three  months  after  tlie  decla- 
ration of  war  against  Great  Britain,  and  the  interest  in  it  was  not  as  great 
as  Uiider  other  circumstances  it  would  have  been. 

Tn  bS12  and  1813  premiums  were  first  offered  and  awarded  to  the 
ladies  for  articles  of  their  production.  These  were  at  separate  faii\s.  and 
at  first  the  ladies  were  averse  to  appearing  and  receiving  their  premiums 
in  public.  This  aversion  was  with  some  difhculty  overcome,  and  they 
afterward  manifested  a  deep  intei'est  in  the  exhibitions. 

In  1814:  an  interesting  and  novel  feature  in  the  practical  operation  of 
the  society  was  adopted.  A  committee  of  prominent  farm^^rs  was  selected 
and  the  duty  devolved  on  them  of  traversing  the  county  in  the  month  of 
July,  when  the  fields  were  in  full  luxuriance,  and  examiniuLT  and  award- 
ing ]v,'emiums  in  the  standing  crops  offered  for  competition. 

JTowing  matches  did  not  become  parrs  of  the  Berkshire  sln)ws  rill 
1818, when  premiums  for  plowing  were  hrst  offered. 

As  the  Berkshire  Agricultin  al  Society  gradually  took  foi'ni  ii  l^ec.-une 
the  model  for  others,  and  Thomas  Gold,  the  third  ])i-esi«l('iir.  was  abl.\  in 
1822,  to  write  of  it:  ''The  fame  and  irdluence  ha\e  exteiuled  over  the 
entire  surface  of  the  United  States  ;  its  exanv])le  fi^l lowed,  its  approbation 
courted  by  its  extended  offspring.  It  has  been  rocoL^nized.  as  well  in 
Europe  as  in  America,  as  an  original  novel  plan,  and  flu*  nu)sr  exct^IhMU 
organization  ever  conceived  to  promote  the  great  inttMests  undt'i"  its  pat- 
ronage." 

In  1810  a  legislative  appi'oiuaation  of  two  hundred  (h)llar-  anunally 
for  three  years  was  made.  This  was  folhtwed.  in  1818.  hy  an  ac(  u.-ran(inu- 
aid,  on  certain  conditions,  lo  all  county  agrienl rural  s.x'ii^ic^  P. >  r^'aliz^* 
the  benefit  of  this  aid  the  society,  in  181*).  (v^tablishcd  a  fund  wld-  h.  in 
1825,  amounted  to  two  thousan<b  four  hundivd  and  s,'\ aai  t  \ -ti\ di  >llais. 

Mr.  Watson  decdined  a  reHh'ction  to  th(*  pr.'^^id'uicy  of  (h.>  ^nci-'ty 
in  1814.  and  in  1810  he  removed  from  tic  coniiiy.  ll.>  <ii<'d  at  Tor:  K.'ur. 
N.  Y.,  in  184'2,  at  the  aut*  of  84.  lb*  always  h)Mkrd  \y.\cl  ..n  hi-  w  -il;  in 
Ijeiksiiire  county  with  [>ride,  and  tlie  i  ns(M'i  |>(  ion  on  hi-  ni.  .an  iu.mu  i- 
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that  he  was  ^'The  foiiiider  and  lirst  president  of  the  Berkshire  Agricul- 
tural Society." 

The  society  continued  to  flourish,  and  its  transactions  were  generally 
intei'esling  and  important,  but  sp»ace  will  not  j)ermit  an  account  in  detail 
of  tlieni. 

In  1S28  a  motion  was  made  by  Thomas  Gold  that  the  society  should 
provide  a  permanent  location  of  land  for  a  show  ground.  Tlie  next  year 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  negotiate  for  a  lease  of  the  cantonment 
grounds  for  the  same  purpose  ;  but  both  ])rojects  seem  to  have  slumbered 
till  iSoo.  In  tliat  year  twenty-nine  and  two  thirds  acres  of  land  were 
]3nr<diased  from  William  AY.  (xoodman  for  This  land  lies  on  the 

west  side  of  AVahconah  street,  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  the  park.  The 
eastern  portion  is  rather  an  abrnpr.  hillside,  which  leads  to  a  broad  and 
nearly  level  surface  in  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  estate.  On  this 
elevation,  which  commands  superb  views  of  the  neighboring  scenery, 
the  conviriittee  erected,  near  the  l)]'ow  of  the  hill,  a  plain  wooden  build- 
ing of  one  story,  in  the  form  of  the  letter  T,  having  a  length  of  100  feet, 
and  a  breadth  of  40.  The  traverse  is  120  feet  long  by  40  wide.  The  iri- 
terior  was  left  rough,  without  paint  or  plaster.  The  roof  is  surrounded 
by  a  lailing  and  seats,  and  furnishes  a  delightful  promenade.  A  few 
rods  west  of  this  building,  which  is  styled  Agricultural  Hall,  an  excellent 
half  mile  track,  on  a  perfectly  level  surface,  was  built  for  the  exhibition 
of  horses  and  the  trial  of  their  speed.  On  the  northeast  of  the  hall  a 
block  of  booths,  containing  some  fifteen  stalls,  was  provided  for  the  sale 
of  refresliments,  etc.  In  1800  a  dining  hall,  forty  feet  square,  was  arhh^l 
to  the  north  end  of  the  exhibition  building,  giving  it  the  shape  of  a  cross. 
Sheds  and  barns  for  the  protection  of  stock  have  been  added  at  ditfer- 
ent  times. 

The  original  cost  of  the  ground  and  improvements  was  sj.O.'iO.  Ad- 
ditional expenditures  have  since  been  made,  increasing  this  cost  to  about 
810,000 

Prior  to  18.55  no  charge  was  nrade  for  admission  to  any  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  society's  exhibitions.  Since  that  time  admission  fees  have 
been  a  soui'ce  of  revenue. 

The  society  celebrated  its  semi  centennial  annivei-sary  on  the  S(M-i)nd 
day  of  the  fair  of  1860,  by  a  dinner  in  its  new  diniuii'  hall. 

The  following  have  been  oflicers  of  this  society:  Pivsidcuts:  l\]kau;ih 
Watson,  1811-14  ;  Tinmias  Molville,  1814  10  :  'Phomas  (.'old.  ISKMT: 
Thonms  Melville,  1818;  Touarhau  Allen,  18-20  :  Snuni.4  M.  McKay, 
1824  ;  Thomas  Sti-oug,  1827  28:  Lfinu.d  Pouunoy,  18:^1  :;2  ;  Kdwnrd 
A.  Newton,  1810;  George  S.  Willis,  1818  40:  4uliu>  iru'kwell.  IS.VI  .V">  : 
Ensign  11.  Kellogo-,  iRno  Oj  ;  lliouias  Colt,  18t'r2  (M  :  John  K.  Monill. 
1870-71:  Gnorgf"  1\  Phiukott,  1872- 7;>;  \\'illiani  \\.  .b4ins,.n.  IS7^  7:-: 
Theron  L.  Foote,  187t;  77  ;  Simon  \\ .  Wbih-,  iS70  :  l.iin.^^  11.  l^•\^^'y. 
188(M  P.  S.  Curtis,  1881  ;^  \V(^ilinglnn  Smiili.  18^2:  S.  W .  i  *>i  >\\  fiiua  n, 
1883;  William  F.  Milton,  1884;  James  Puliai-d,  I8c>:). 
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Secretaries:  Thottias  B.  Srroni.;-,  ISll  :  Samuel  I).  Colt,  1812-14: 
William  C.  .Tai-vis,  1815;  Jonathan  Allen,  181G-17  ;  I'honnis  A.  Gold, 
lSIS-22:  Ezekiel  11.  Colt.  1823-24;  Josinli  Hooker,  182;>-27  ;  Flenry  K. 
SrnMur,  1828  -20;  Daniel  B.  Bush,  183!);  Jalins  Rockwell.  1 831-43  :"  En- 
sign H.  Kellogg,  1841-48  ;  Thomas  Coir,  1859-61  ;  Jolm  E.  Merrill,  1862- 
61);  William  H.  Murray.  1870-85. 

Treasurers:  John  B.  Root,  1811-14;  Ebenezer  Center,  1815-16;  Sam- 
uel I).  Colt,  1817-44  ;  James  Buek  1845-46 ;  Walker  Laflin,  1847-40  ; 
Stephen  Reed,  1850-57;  Henry  M.  Pierson,  18,58-77;  Charles  E.  Merrill 
1878-85. 

The  following  interesting  account  of  the  Housatonic  Agricultural  So- 
ciety was  contributed  by  Henry  C.  Warner  : 

October  30th,  1841,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Berkshire  House  in 
Grea  t  Barringron  village  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of 
organizing  an  agricultural  society  which  would  especially  embrace  within 
its  bounds  the  towns  of  Southern  Beilvshire.  At  that  meeting  ^tnjor 
Samuel  Rosseter,  of  Great  Barrington,  presided,  and  a  committee  of  three 
from  each  of  the  eleven  towns  of  South  Berkshire  was  appointed  tu  as- 
certain the  views  of  the  farmers  on  the  subject.  On  that  committee 
were  several  prominent  men  who  have  long  since  passed  away,  among 
wdiom  were  Hon.  Increase  Sumner  and  John  Lewis,  of  Givat  Bai-ringr-m  ; 
Wither  Curtis,  of  Egremont  :  Jay  Shears,  of  Sheffield  ;  Horatio  Byin^t(>n, 
of  Stockl)ridge  ;  Lester  Filley.  of  Otis;  Captain  Kasson,  of  New  Marl- 
boro ;  Hugo  Hewey.  of  Alford  ;  Joshua  R.  Lawton.  of  Great  Barringmn, 
but  later  of  Fittsfield  ;  and  Xoah  Gibson,  of  New  Marlboro.  The  propo- 
sition to  organize  was  received  Avith  favor,  and  a  society  for  the  promo- 
tion (jf  agricultural  and  manufactnring  interests  in  all  its  bl  anches  wa.s 
formed  in  1841.  ]Major  Samuel  Rosseter  was  elected  presiderit,  Increase 
Sumuer  secretary,  and  Philip  Barnes  treasurer. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  a  cattle  show  and  fail,  an<i  at  the  time 
appointed,  in  September,  1842.  the  farmnrs  from  Otis  to>[ount  Wa>iunu-- 
ton,  with  all  the  other  towns,  drove  their  oxen  into  the  village,  and  the 
housewives  brought  the  products  of  their  skill  in  such  quantities  that 
Academy  Hall  was  tilled  with  blankets,  quilts,  liome^^pnn  cloth,  and 
stocking's.  The  o-reat  success  attending  the  first  exhibition  gavt>  so  much 
encouragement  to  the  enterprise  that  the  society  entered  upon  a  nuu-e 
extended  jjhm  for  the  exliibition  of  1843). 

At  this  exhibition  a  plowing  match  was  a  prominent  feature,  :ind  in 
all  respects  the  fair  was  highly  successfid. 

Fairs  were  held  every  fall  until  1847  in  about  tlu^  same  way.  At  flic 
exhibition  of  that  year  the  liouseliold  mamitVict  nivs  wriv  (  h:uiged  from 
Academy  Hall  to  the  old'  town  hall  over  Egb.M-t  Ib.lli.sicr's  F.^rk^hire 
store,  and  the  cattle  were  exhibited  at  dilfcrcnt  times  on  Kos.<.|ei-  sitcct. 
and  in  Robbins'  grove,  a  little  west  of  (Tieaf  Ixirrington  vilia,u-e. 

With  each  suc<*et^di!ig  exhi'oifion  tin^  socictN  inciiM^cd  in  wealth  and 
nund.>ers,  and  having  established  the  right  to  be  considered  an  indi;>peu- 
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sable  instimtinn  it  was  incorpornted  in  1848,  under  the  name  of  tlieHousa- 
tonic  Agriciiltuial  Society.  At  a  njeeting  oi;  tlie  corporators  named  in 
the  act  of  incorj)<)nition,  to  wit.  Setli  Norton,  Edward  P.  \Yoodwortlj. 
and  Gi]i>ert  Muns.)n,  all  of  Great  B.-irrington,  at  the  Berkshire  Honse  in 
that  village  in  that  year  the  following  persons  were  voted  in  as  associate 
and  felknv  membei-s  of  the  society  :  Catlin  A.  Sheldon,  Samuel  Rosseter, 
Jolm  D.  Cushing,  ^Villiam  A.  Forbes,  E.  B.  Garfield,  George  (x.  Pierce, 
John  Hulbert,  Cliarles  N.  Emerson,  Gideon  M.  Whiting,  Looniis  Mil- 
lard, G-iles  Andrevv's,  Jay  Shears,  Xelson  Joyner,  Joshua  R.  Lawton, 
Henry  \V  heeler,  Cliarles  F.  Coiling,  William  Dewey,  Rodney  Hill,  Levi 
K.  Baldwin.  Xelson  X.  Andrevrs,  Lorenzo  H.  Rice,  Cyrus  Hudson,  Almon 
I.  Loring. 

On  February  17th,  1849,  it  was  voted  to  give  a  i^remium  of  810  to  the 
town  showing  the  best  twenty  yoke  of  oxen  and  at  the  annnal  exhibition 
of  that  year  "  Major  Samuel  Rosseter  walked  proudly  behindL  the  plow, 
wlide  befni'e  at  least  a  hundred  stalwart  oxen  were  aligned,  while  his 
Excellency,  Governor  Gfeorge  N.  Briggs,  and  magnates  marched  behind." 

In  1850  the  society  voted  to  pay  ail  premiums  in  silver  plate.  From 
that  year  the  society  has  steadily  increased  in  membership  and  wealth, 
giving  moi'e  premiams  and  systematically  dividing  the  various  brandies 
of  the  exhibition  into  separate  classes,  and  since  the  annual  meeting  of 
1884  paying  premiums  in  cash  or  silver  ware,  according  to  the  choice 
of  the  successful  exhi])itors. 

At  the  exhibition  in  1843  the  total  premiums  awarded  amounted  to 
8102  ;  while  at  the  exhibition  of  1884  s3,800  were  paid  our  for  premiums 
alone,  the  total  expenses  of  rln^  society  for  that  year  being  sC.753. 

In  March,  18o4,  two  meetings  were  held  at  Great  Barriiigton  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  purchasing  grounds  for  future  exhiblrions,  and  in 
pursuance  of  votes  then  taken  the  society,  l\farch  23(1,  IS.'l.  in  consid- 
eration of  82,o2.3,  purchased  of  Linns  Manville,  of  Great  Barrington.  10 
acres  of  land  being  a  portion  of  the  "Cok^  meadow,"  neaily  oj^posite  the 
Mahaiwe  Cemetery,  in  the  south  part  of  the  village.  About  the  same 
time  the  society,  in  con.^ideration  of  Sl.K),  purchased  of  Eliphalet  Mason, 
of  Great  Barrington,  54  rods  of  land  with  a  tenement  tluM'eon,  siruated 
at  the  northwest  corner  of  their  grounds.  Again,  Septemluu-  ISrlu  1855, 
Linus  Manville.  in  consideration  of  83,000,  conveyed  ro  the  soci»>ry  15 
acres  situated  northerly  of  and  adjoining  tlie  first  purchase.  The  same 
day  Manville,  in  consideration  of  850.  (|uif  claimed  to  the  society  all  his 
right  and  title  to  that  piece  of  land  caded  -'I'he  Vovt\"  adj(»:ning  l!ie 
original  purchases.  As  tht^  society  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
mcunbership  amounted  to  1,000  persons,  wirh  a.n  atrendaneeat  the  annnal 
exhibitions\)f  from  five  to  ten  rliousaiul,  the  grouii<ls  werr  found  lo  b,^ 
inadequate  and  in  March,  1881,  tlie  society,  in  eonsideiat i< -n  of  s4i:^,  pur- 
chased of  Samuel  O.  Dewey,  of  Great  r.arriuulon,  over  an  nere  of  land 
adjoining  to  the  original  i)!irrha^('s  <m\  tlf  --outh. 

In  1850,  the  building  known  as  -'fiie  Mall  "  was  tuveonl.  and  a  half 
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mile  track  laid  out  that  same  year.  This  buihiiiig,  which  cost  about 
82,500,  is  124.  feet  long  and  44  feet  wide,  with  galleries  and  a  seating  ca- 
l)a.city  for  3,000  persons. 

Pi'ovious  to  1850  but  two  days  were  devoted  to  the  annual  exhibi- 
tions, but  in  that  year  the  time  was  extended  to  three  days. 

xVs  there  are  no  records  of  the  annual  meetings  previous  to  1848  it  is 
impossible  to  give  a  precise  list  of  ofFicers,  but  among  the  presidents  the 
following  Lire  remembered  :  1842-43,  Samuel  Rosseter,  of  Grreat  Barring- 
ton  ;  1844-45,  Samuel  H.  Bushuell  of  Sheffield.  Theu  came  Fo.^ster  F. 
Barnard  and  Joseph  Wilcox,  also  of  Sheffield,  with  yjossibly  one  or  two 
orhei's  wlinse  names  are  forgotten.  Since  the  incorporation  the  pre.sident.-s 
have  been  :  1848-49,  Seth  ^Torton,  of  New  Marlboro;  1850,  Joshua  R. 
Lawton:  1851,  Gilbert  Munson,  Great  Barrington  ;  1852.  Roberr  fl  Gal- 
pin,  of  Stockbridge  :  1853.  William  B.  Saxton.  of  Sheffield  ;  1854,  Ezra 
Ticknor,  of  Alford  :  1855.  Henry  Smith,  of  Lee  ;  1850,  James  Rowley,  of 
Egremont  ;  1857,  Leonard  Tutlle,  of  Sheffield  :  1858,  Daniel  B.  Fenn,  of 
Stockbridge,;  1859,  Daniel  D.  Kendall,  of  Lenox;  1860,  Daniel  Leavitt, 
of  Great  Barrington;  ISGl,  William  C.  Langdon,  of  Monterey;  1802,  Har- 
rison Gartield,  of  Lee;  1863,  Ira  Curtis,  of  Sheffield  ;  1864,  Noah  Gibson, 
of  New  Marlboro  ;  1865-66,  T.  D.  Thatcher,  of  Lee  ;  1867,  Edward  D. 
Wood\vorrh,  of  Great  Bariangton  ;  1868-69,  Marshal  S.  Bidwell,  of  Mon- 
terey ;  1870-71,  Parley  A.  Russell,  of  Great  Barrington  ;  1872-73, 
Thomas  H.  Curtis,  of  Great  Barrington;  1874-75,  James  Bullard, 
of  Lee  ;  1876,  John  Leland  Millei*,  of  Sheffield  ;  1877.  Andrew  L.  Hub- 
bell,  of  Great  Ban-ingtou  ;  1878-79,  Henry  W.  Sheldon,  of  New  Mai  1- 
boro;  1880-81,  Henry  S.  Smith,  of  Lee;  1882,  Lester  T.  (3sb()rne,  of 
Alford  ;  1883,  George  Kellogg,  of  Sheffield;  1884,  Joseph  A.  Kline,  of 
Egremont ;  1885,  ^Marshal  S.  Heath,  oC  Stockbridge. 

The  treasurers  have  been  :  1841,  Philip  Barnes,  of  Great  Barrington  ; 
1844,  David  Hudson,  of  Great  Barrington,  and  there  may  have  been 
others  of  whom  there  is  no  record  before  the  society  was  incorporated  ; 
1848  to  1867,  Edward  P.  Woodworth  ;  1867  to  1877,  Justin  Dewey  ;  18TT 
to  1881,  Thomas  H.  Siggins  ;  1881  to  1885,  Frank  H.  AA'right. 

The  secretaries  like  the  treasurers  have  all  been  residents  of  Great 
Barrington.  Previous  to  the  incorporation,  Increase  Sumner,  lulwardP. 
Woodworth;  since  the  incorporation,  1848-49,  Charles  N.  Emerson; 
1850,  Theodore  Dewey  ;  1851,  Samuel  Newman  ;  1852,  C.  N.  Emm-s<ui  ; 
1853,  Increase  Sumner  ;  1854,  Samuel  B.  Sumner;  1855  57,  .lam. ^s  Sedg- 
wick ;  1858-62,  S.  B.  Sumner;  186:',  to  the  present,  Henry  'W  lv>bbnis. 

Delegates  to  the  Statp  Board  of  Agricubure:  1851,  John  Wilkinson, 
of  Great  Barrington  ;  1861-64,  Samuel  IL  Ibishnell.  of  ShtMlic^ld  ;  18(i4- 
67,  Harrison  Gartield.  of  Lee;  1867-70,  T.  D.  Tl.atehrr,  uf  L-e  ;  18ii»-73, 
Richard  Goodman,  of  Lenox;  1873-76,  Henry  S.  (b.odah\  of  Mount 
Washington;  1876-70,  Daniel  B.  Fenn,  of  Stocklnidge  ;  IST'J  85.  Nb-rritt 
I.  Wheeler,  of  <}rear  Barrington. 

The  Hoosac  Valley  Agricultural  Society  was  inauguraied  in  tiiean- 
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tiimn  of  1859,  when,  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  x\dams  and  the  nei.cch- 
boring  towns,  the  following  ofhcers  were  chosen:  president,  Clement 
Harrison,  of  North  Adams;  vice-presidents,  Stephen  C.  Millard,  Stam- 
ford: Asahel  Foote,  Willianistown;  IT.  iN'elson  Dean,  South  Adjuns; 
secretary,  O.  A.  Archer,  Blackinton;  treasurer,  Henry  W.  Kings! ey, 
Xorth  Adams.  A  committee  of  arrangements  v/as  also  elected,  and  they 
X)rovided  for  the  first  annual  cattle  show  and  fair,  which  was  held  at 
North  Adams,  on  the  3d  and  4th  days  of  October,  1859.  This  show  and 
fair  was  a  success,  and  it  was  followed  in  18G0  by  the  incorporation  of 
the  society.  Clement  Harrison,  Edward  R.  Tinker,  and  Eodman  H. 
AY  ells  were  named  in  the  act  as  corporators.  Annual  fairs  and  exhibi- 
tions have  since  been  held,  and  the  society  has  had  a  prosperous  ajid 
useful  existence. 

The  grounds  and  track  of  the  society  were  located  in  North  Adams. 
They  were  several  times  injured  by  freshets,  audit  finally  became  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  buildings  and  construct  a  new  track,  which  was  done 
at  causiderable  expense.  Several  years  since  an  exhibition  hall,  a  grand 
stand,  a  judges'  stand,  and  a  barn  were  erected  on  the  grounds  by  an 
association.  These  buildings  are  to  become  the  property  of  the  society 
at  the  expiration  of  ten  years. 

About  eight  years  since  the  records  of  the  society  were  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  loss  of  these  record.s  renders  it  impossible  to  give  a  detailed 
history  of  the  society  in  the  early  period  of  its  existence.  It  is  learned, 
however,  that  the  officers  have  been  as  follows:  presidents,  Hon.  Joseph 
White,  of  Willianistown;  Sylvander  Johnson,  North  Adams;  Haniel 
Upton,  South  .Idams;  Asahel  Foote,  Willianistown;  Benjamin  F.  ACills, 
Williamstown;  John  M.  Cole,  Willianistown;  0.  A.  Archer,  Blackinton; 
J.  E.  Houghton,  Stamford,  Yt.;  William  S.  Johnson,  North  Adams; 
and  William  L.  Brown,  North  Adams,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  treasurers  have  been:  Henry  W.  Kingsley,  Salmon  Burlingame, 
Rufus  G.  Welden,  William  Burton,  and  S.  B.  Dibble,  the  present  treas- 
urer, ail  of  North  Adams. 

William  W.  Gallup,  of  North  Adams,  was  secretary  during  the  first 
nine  years  of  the  society's  existence,  since  which  H.  Clay  Bliss  has  occu- 
pied the  position. 
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RAILROAD  HISTORY  OF  BP:RKSH[RE  COUXTY. 


By  Herbert  F.  Keith,  C.  E. 

Early  Railroad  and  Canal  Projects.— Hudson  <t  Berkshire  Railroad.— Pittsfield  &  West  Stock- 
brid-e  Railroad.— Albany  &  ^Vest  Stockbridge  Railroad.— Mo. -sacluiselts  Railroad.— 
estern  Railroad. — Pittsfield  &  Xortli  Adams  Railroad. — Hoosac  Rail  and  McA<lauiiz6d 
Roa<l  Company. — Berkshire  <k  2se\v  York  Railroad  Company. — Berkshire  Railroad. — 
Stockbridge  &  Pittsfield  Railroad. — Lee  &  New  Haven  Railroad. — Tro}'  &  Greenfield 
Railroad. — Hoosac  Tunnel. — Boston  &  Poughkeepsie  Railroad. 


rHE  first  suggestion  of  a  railway  in  Massaclm setts,  and  througti 
Berkshire  connty  to  Albany,  is  believed  to  have  been  made  by  Dr. 
Abner  Phelps,  a  native  of  Belchertown,  and  a  gradnate  of  Williams  Col- 
lege, in  1806.  He  says,  while  at  college,  he  met  with  a  small  book  de- 
scril)ing  a  horse  railroad  in  Wales,  for  carrying  slate,  and  became  con- 
vinced of  its  feasibility  for  the  general  x>ui'i)Oses  of  transportation. 

In  1808,  Colonel  Phelps,  his  father,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Legislatnre.  While  there  he  wrote  a  letter  to  liis  son,  saying  that  the 
subject  of  constrncting  a  canal  from  Boston  to  Albany  had  been  mooted 
in  the  Legislatnre.  The  son  answered,  nrging  that  a  railroad,  in.^tead  of 
a  canal,  shcmld  be  constrncted.  For  nearly  twenty  years  thereafter  he 
tried  to  indnce  some  mendjer  of  the  Legislature  to  propose  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  Boston  to  Albany,  without  success;  till,  in  18"J0, 
when  he  was  a  mem.ber  from  Boston,  lie  brought  the  subject  forward 
himself. 

The  previous  year,  at  tlie  opening  of  the  January  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature, Governor  Eustis  called  attention  to  a  water  communication  from 
Boston  to  and  through  the  western  parts  of  the  State.  In  pursuance  of 
this  recommendation  a  resolve  was  passed,  February  'i.-xh,  18'2j,  author- 
izing the  ai^i)ointment  of  three  commissioners  to  ascertain  tlie  prai'tica- 
bility  of  nraking  a  canal  from  i)Oston  Harl)or  to  Connecticut  Uiver,  "and 
of  extending  tlie  same  to  some  point  on  llie  Hudson  Kivrr  in  tiu-  xiciniiy 
of  tlie  juncri(»n '»f  the  Ih-ie  Camd  ^vitil  that  riw.-r."  L'lider  (his  rt'^i'lvo 
Natlian  AViilis,  of  Pittsiield,  Elisha  lloyt,  of  Deerliehi,  and  General  Henry 


GENKKAL  HISTORY.  415 

A.  S.  Dearborn,  of  Pxx^ton,  were  appointed  commissioners,  and  Colonel 
Baldwin,  eno:ineer.  The  report  of  this  connnittee  was  n^aOe  to  the  Lei^i^.- 
lature  January  1st,  l<m  and  recoinniended  a  canal  throu-h  the  north 
part  of  AAorcester  county,  down  Millers  River,  up  the  Deerhehl,  and 
through  the  [loosac  Mountain  by  a  tunnel,  tlienre  to  Troy.  The  tunnel, 
13i  by  20  feet,  and  four  mlhis  long,  was  estimated  to  cost^^^2(^S32. 

Berkshire  furnished  to  the  cause  of  railroads  zealous,  able,  and  in- 
lluenthd  champions.  Hon.  Theodore  Sedgwick,  of  Stockbridge,  who 
early  informed  himself  thoroughly  upon  all  that  was  then  known  of 
railroads,  i)ublished  a  long  serifS  uf  articles  in  their  advocaev  in  tlie 
Berfxshire  Star  and  PitfsfLdd  Sun,  and  afterward  in  a  pamphlet.  In 
the  tirst  of  the  seiies,  in  the  Sfni  of  May  4th,  162(3,  he  inrnKluced  a 
long  letter  from  Jolm  L.  Sidlivan,  of  New  York,  who  proposed  tlie 
construction  of  a  single  rail  elevated  railroad  (invented  hy  Colonel 
Henry  Sargent,  of  Boston)  from  Pittsneld  to  New  York,  an  estimated 
distance  of  142  nnles,  at  a  cost  of  81,078,200,  and  advocated  steam  in 
its  use  :  in  which  he  was  in  advance  of  the  Massacliusetts  Board  of 
Commissions.  This  proposition  seems  not  to  have  attracted  general  at- 
tention, and  Mr.  Sedgwick  was  too  cautious  to  positively  commend  it. 

Stockbridge  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  t^nvn  in  the  couiuy 
to  move  in  favor  of  the  introduction  of  railroads  ;  others  of  its  citizens 
besides  ]Mi'.  Sedgwick  becoming  deeply  interested  in  tlie  subject.  In 
the  Legislature  of  1S20  a  petition,  originating  in  Stockbridge,  and 
signed  by  James  Whiton,  of  Lee,  and  others,  was  presented,  asking 
for  the  incorporation  of  a  railroad  from  Berkshire  to  Bos  tun,  taking 
the  western  teiminus  of  the  Housatonic  Turnpike  for  its  western  be- 
ginning, and  passing  through  stockbridge,  Springfield,  and  Worcester. 
During  the  summer  and  fall  Richard  P.  Morgan,  of  Stockluidge,  made 
a  survey  from  the  Connecticut  to  the  Hudson,  which  he  presented  to 
a  meeting  held  on  the  21st  of  September.  The  line  he  jn'oposed  ran 
from  Spring-held  U})  the  Westheld  and  Little  Westtield  Rivers  to  East 
Otis  :  thence  through  Lee,  Stockbridge,  and  West  Stockbridge.  The 
meeting  thanked  Mr.  Morgan  for  his  spirited  and  patriotic  elforts  in 
making  the  survey,  and  instructed  their  repiesentative,  Samuel  Jones, 
to  communicate  the  information  contained  in  it  to  the  Legislature, 
and.  urge  the  most  efficient  measures  for  the  necessary  sur\evs  and 
estimates  ;  that  the  people  might  be  enabled  to  jiulgeof  the  t^xpedit-ncy 
and  i)i"icticability  of  a  railroad  from  Albany  to  liostoii. 

At  the  June  session  of  1820,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Abnrr  lMh4ps,  Messi^. 
Phelps  and  George  W.  A(hims,  of  ]V)bton,  and  Fauory  Washburn,  of 
AVorcester,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  tiu'  i^art  ol'  House  ithe 
Senate  not  concurring)  to  sit  during  tlu^  recess,  and  cousi-h  r  the  prac- 
ticability and  expediency  of  construe! iiig- a  railway  frnm  lJ(.>u»n  on  the 
most  eligible  route,  to  the  western  line  oC  the  county  ol  l»erkshire.  and 
to  the  Hudson  River.  Dr.  IMielps,  the  eai  !ie<r  ad\  t.eale^  of  raihoad^.  was, 
from  that  time,  ardentlv  devoted  lo  the  (>bjee(.    The  eonnuiliee  sent  cir- 
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culars  thronghoiit  the  State,  asking  for  information  upon  various  subjects 
bearing  upon  the  proposed  enterprise,  in  answer  to  this  circular  Great 
Barrington,  as  did  doubtless  many  other  towns,  voted,  December  13th 
1827  : 

"Art.  lo,  to  choose  a  committee  of  five  to  make  such  inquiries  and  collect  such 
facts  as  they  deem  important  in  relation  to  a  raihoad  from  Boston  to  the  Hudson 
River,  and  make  such  report  thereof,  in  such  manner  as  they  think  proper,  to  Abner 
Phelps  and  others,  a  committee  at  Boston,  and  chose  Lanson  Nash,  Ralph  Taylor, 
John  Whiting,  David  Leavenworth,  and  Isaac  L.  Van  Deusen  to  be  said  com- 
mittee." 

This  committee  reported,  January  19th,  1827,  that  they  were  unani- 
mous in  the  opinion  that  it  was  practicable  to  construct  a  railway  from 
Boston  to  the  Hudson  River,  and  that  a  railway  Avould  be  far  more  useful 
ro  the  public  than  a  canal.  As  to.  the  designation  of  the  "  most  eligible 
route,"  it  does  not  devolve  upon  them  ;  but  they  say  "upon  one  route  at 
least,  a  survey  had  been  made  from  the  Connecticut  Elver  to  the  Hudson 
by  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  citizen  of  Berkshire  (Mr.  Morgan \  and 
by  him  had  been  pronounced  not  only  practicable  but  highl.y  expedient. 

During  1827  the  railroad  agitation  continued  to  increase  in  Berkshire 
and  the  adjoining  counties  in  Nevv^  York.  On  the  25th  of  January  a 
numerously  attended  meeting  was  held  at  Canaan,  and  the  entliusiasm 
ran  so  high  that,  had  a  corporation  been  authorized,  all  the  stock  for  a 
railroad  from  the  Hudson  to  West  Stockbridge  would  have  been  taken. 
A  large  meeting  at  Lee,  April  30th,  adopted  a  strong  memorial  in  favor 
of  a  road  from  Boston  to  the  Hudson.  November  16th  a  county  railroad 
convention  was  held  at  Lenox.  It  was  addressed  by  Henry  Hubbard,  of 
Pittsfield,  Richard  P.  Morgan,  of  Stockbridge,  and  by  Tlieodore  Sedg- 
wick. Messrs.  Sedgwick  and  Hubbard,  with  William  Porter,  of  Lee, 
were  appointed  to  report  resolutions  to  an  adjourned  meeting  at  Pitts- 
. field,  December  12th.  The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was  large  and 
respectable;  Pittsfield,  Stockbridge,  Lenox,  Lee,  West  Stockbridge,  Dal- 
ton,  Lanesboro,  and  Adams  being  represented.  The  resolutions  reported 
by  the  committee  were  adopted,  expressing,  in  the  strongest  terms,  a 
sense  of  the  value  of  the  projected  road,  and  of  its  special  inipoi  tauce  to 
Berkshire;  a  decided  approbation  of  the  measures  of  the  Legislature  in 
its  behalf,  and  an  approval  of  such  further  apiu'opriations  as  might  be 
necessary. 

At  the  June  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  18:27,  upon  tln^  petition  of 
James  Whiton  and  others,  of  Berkshire,  and  Josiah  Quincy  ai\d  otluM-s, 
of  Bo-ton,  resolves  were  passed  appointing  two  conunissiiuiers  and  an 
engineer  to  cause  the  necessary  surveys,  plans,  aud  estiuiates  f«>r  a  rail- 
way, on  the  best  practical  route  from  Boston  to  tli.^  Hudson  K*ivcr,  aud 
$10,000  were  appropriated  for  the  purpi.^s.-.  Nahuni  Miicludl,  .d'  Bosiou. 
and  Samuel  M.  :McKay,  of  Pittsfjeld,  were  appointed  coriniissioiiers.  ami 
Janies  P.  Baldwin,  engineer.  They  mad.M^xpl.u-atiou.-.  thr..u-li  two  m- 
rire  routes,  the  southern  over  the  present  liuc  of  th-^  Im.^Iuu  A  Albany 
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and  the  nortliei-n  through  WilliamstowD,  Adams,  Canimington,  Goshen, 
and  Williamsburo- to  Xoi^rhampton,  and  made  several  lateral  survevs  ; 
arnon.o-  tlieiii  one  from  Cliester  through  Becket  and  Srockbridge  t./tlie 
State  line  at  West  Stockinid^v.  Instrumental  surveys,  however,  were 
only  made  upon  the  route  from  Springfield  througli  Pittsfield  to  Albuny, 
tjie  extreme  south.eru  route  being  left  to  what  Mr.  Morgan's  report  could 
do  foi'  it.  'Fheir  rei^ort  to  tlie  Legislature  vras  sent  to  the  committee  on 
]-oads  and  railways,  who  reported,  March  11th,  18'28,  in  favor  of  a  board 
of  nine  directors  of  internal  improvements,  with  povrer  to  appoint  two 
engineers.  These  commissioners  were  Levi  Lincoln,  Xarhau  ILile, 
Stephen  White,  Pnvid  Henshaw,  Tluunas  W.  Ward.  Roval  Makepeace! 
Geoi-ge  Bond,  William  Foster,  and  E.  H.  Robbi  ns,  jr.;  and  tliey  ap- 
pointed James  F.  Baldwin,  engineer. 

The  evident  favor  shown  to  the  route  through  Pittsheld  led  Mr. 
Sedgwick  and  other  gentlemen  interested  in  a  more  southern  locatioa  to 
aid  in  tlie  change  from  a  board  of  special  commissioners  upon  the  Boston 
and  Hudson  River  Railway,  to  one  of  lune  directors  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments "  for  the  commonwealth.  About  this  time  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  of 
Albany,  Oliver  Wiswell,  of  Hudson,  and  George  Tibbits.  of  Troy,  were 
appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Xew  York,  and  William  C. 
Young,  engineer. 

The  sui'veys  and  explorations  by  the  commissioners  of  Innh  States 
were  in  progress  in  almost  every  part  of  the  territory  between  Boston  and 
the  Hudson  River  during  1828,  and  attracted  general  attention.  Three 
general  routes  were  under  consideration  ;  the  first  upon  the  present  route 
of  the  Boston  &  All)any,  with  a  branch  survey  from  Daltou.  through 
Cheshire  to  Adams:  the  second,  through  Xorthampton,  Williamsburg, 
Conway,  southerly  part  of  Ashheld,  northerly  part  of  Plaintield,  Savoy, 
Adams,  and  Williamstown,  and  a  branch  along  Deerheld  River  [o  the 
mouth  of  Cold  River  thence  up  said  river  to  Savoy  ;  and  the  third,  from 
the  State  line  at  West  Stockbridge  througli  West  Stockbridge  villagf, 
Stockbridge,  Lee,  Lenox,  along  the  valley  of  the  Housatonic  to  a  junctloii 
with  the  first  at  Dalton.  with,  a  branch  from  Lee  past  Greenwater  Pond 
to  the  height  of  land  in  Becket,  and  a  connection  with  the  "main  liri^'  at 
some  point  on  the  West  held  River,''  was  examined  and  apportion  sur- 
veyed.   Notwithstanding  repeated  and  powerful  arguments  l>y  commis- 
sioners and  the  executive,  the  Legislature  took  no  measures  to  en.u-age 
the  commonwealth  in  the  construction  of  the  road  to  All)any.    **  Piffs- 
lield  was,  perhaps,  favored  by  the  delay,  as  she  was  better  able  to  thw.irt 
the  local  attempts  to  turn  away  the  road  from  tht^  route  whiidi  successive 
boards  of  commissioners  and  engineers,  had,  with  roiuarkable  unanimity, 
pn'onounced  the  most  feasible.*' 

The  inaction  of  the  Legislature  intensified,  instead  of  calmiiig,  rad- 
road  agitation  in  Berkshire  :  both  sections  of  the  C(Minty  b»ung  earu.'stly 
in  favor  of  the  road,  and  each  ambitious  to  secure  it^)  location  witiiiii  its 
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own  limits.  A  meeting  :it  Great  BaiTingtori,  in  January,  1828,  put  the 
argument  thus  : 

"  Resolved  ^'  *  That  such  railroad,  as  particular!}^  connected  with  the 
middle  and  southern  sections  of  the  county  of  Berkshire,  ought  to  pass  through  the 
towns  of  Lee,  Stockbridge,  West  Stockbridge,  Great  Harrington,  and  Egremont,  to- 
wards the  city  of  Hudson;  such  location  being  best  calculated  to  accommodate  the 
transportation  of  the  great  mass  of  agricultural  products  of  those  sections,  and  par- 
ticularly the  heavy  article  of  marble,  from  the  extensive  quarries  in  West  Stockbridge, 
Great  Barrington  and  Shefiieid,  »Scc." 

As  the  resources  of  the  two  sections  were  then  developed  the  South 
had  a  great  advantage.  But  while  northern  and  southern  Berk.shii'e  dis- 
puted regarding  the  Boston  &  Albany  Road,  there  was  a  proposition  i'or 
a  short  and  easily  constructed  road  from  AVest  Stockbridge  to  Hudson  in 
which  tliey  could  all  agree.  The  hrst  action  in  favor  of  this  route  wljs 
taken  by  a  meeting  at  West  Stockbridge,  January  31st,  1S2S:  tiie  citizens 
of  Hudson  having  just  before  sent  delegates  to  the  Berkshir^^  to^-ns  prin- 
cipally interested.  This  meeting  was  fully  attended  by  leading  citizens 
of  Berkshire  and  Columbia  counties,  who  resolved  to  i)resenta  joint  peti- 
tion to  tlie  Legislatures  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  for  the  incor- 
.poration  of  a  railroad  from  Hudson  to  West  Stockbridge,  and — there 
dividino'— tlirough  Eichmond  to  Pittstield  and  through  Stockbridge  and 
Lee  to  Lenox  Furnace.  On  the  12th  of  February  the  Pirtstield  delega- 
tion to  the  AVest  Stockbridge  convention  reported  to  a  meeting  of  their 
constituents;  which  strongly  approved  tlie  action  taken,  nnd  appointed 
the  following  conunittee  of  vigilance  and  correspondence:  Josei)h  Merrick, 
Henry  Hubbard,  Butler  Goodrich,  Jonathan  Allen,  Dr.  Williriui  Coleman, 
Jonathan  Yale  Clark,  Thomas  A.  Gold,  Jonathan  Allen,  2d,  S.  D.  Cc'it, 
Hosea  Merrill,  jr.,  M.  R.  Lanckton,  Ephraim  F.  Goodrich,  E.  R.  C'>lr. 
E.  M.  Bissell,  C.  T.  Fenn,  David  Campbell,  jr.,  Lemuel  Pomeroy.  and 
Jirah  Stearns. 

The  charter  for  the  Hudson  &  Berkshire  Road,  with  a  capital  of 
$500,000.  was  granted  by  the  New  York  Legislature,  May  1st.  IS-JS.  In 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  after  two  postponements,  it  was  ivfusc.l, 
in  January,  1829,  as  well  as  that  for  the  road  from  Boston  to  AUniny. 

Disappointed  in  their  efforts  to  secure  railroad  communication  with 
the  metropolis  of  their  own  Srate,  the  people  of  Berkshirt^  became  luor.' 
earnest  to  secure  it  with  the  city  of  New  York;  and  a  mcctinu'  wa>  held 
October  6th,  18:31,  at  AVest  Stockbridge,  to  consider  the  interest  which 
Berkshire  had  in  the  construction  of  a  railway  to  the  city  of  AUniny. , 
In  this  meeting,  Col.  S.  M.  McKay,  Hon.  Ihuiry  W.  Dwight,  Kalph  Taylor, 
and  other  proininent  citizens  of  the  county,  were  appointed  a  .  ^.minittee 
to  respond  to  any  movement  which  might  be  made  across  riie  lin.»  for  a 
railroad  from  New  York  to  Albany,  by  the  valleys  of  .he  Ciotou  and  the 
Housatonic.  They  secured  a  charter  March  2.L  ls:^J.  but  ri-th'n-  was 
done  under  it.  The  road  here  spoken  of  was  what  i-  ii'>w  iiie  Ilaiuan,  in- 
corporated in  1831,  which,  it  was  proposed,  shoidd  be  con.>:ructed  tiirough 
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Sharon  and  Salisbury  in  Connecticut,  and  Sheffield,  Great  Barrington, 
and  We5>t  Stockbridge  in  this  State. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  at  a  convention  of  several  northern  Berkshire 
towns,  resolutions  of  cooperation  with  the  Hudson  &  Berkshire  uere 
adopted,  and  on  motion  of  Thomas  A.  Gold  the  meeting  passed  a  resolu- 
tion urging  the  next  Legislature  to  incorporate  the  road  from  Piti^lleld. 
to  connect  at  West  Stockbridge  with  the  Hudson  &:  Berkshire,  chartered 
by  the  State  of  ]>sew  York.  On  motion  of  Henry  Hubbard,  it  was  re- 
solved cordially  to  cooperate  in  procuring  a  charter  for  the  other  branch 
of  the  road,  through  Lee  to  Lenox  Fui  nace.  The  meeting  also  appointed 
S.  M.  McKay,  Henry  Hubbard,  and  T.  A,  Gold  delegates  to  a  county  con- 
vention to  be  held  at  Lenox  on  the  17th  of  Octol)er,  which  coiivenri<>n 
passed  a  long  series  of  resolutions  similar  to  those  of  the  preliminary 
meetings.  The  movement  for  the  road  to  Hudson  was  persistently 
pushed.  The  high  grades  discouraged  the  building  of  the  branch  from 
West  Stockbridge  to  Lee  ;  but  June  ICth,  1831,  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature granted  a  charter  for  a  I'oad  from  West  Stockbridge  village  to  the 
New  York  line ;  and  March  6th,  1832,  S.  M.  McKay,  Lemuel  Pomer<.)y, 
and  T.  A.  Gold  were  incorporated,  with  a  capital  of  8240,0t'0.  as  the 
Pittslield  &  West  Stockbridge  Ptailroad  Company.  Those  chuifei>  ex- 
pired before  any  action  was  taken  under  theni.  April  5th  and  l.'):h,  1636, 
they  were  renewed  :  the  capital  of  the  latcer  being  increased  to  S300,00«X 
and  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  M.  R.  Lanckton,  and  Robert  Campbell  Vv-ere  nam-d 
as  corporators. 

The  West  Stockbridge  and  Hudson  Berksliire  were  put  under  con- 
tract in  the  fall  of  1S3.J,  and  opened  for  travel  September  -JCth,  1S3S. 
Jasou  Clapp  immediaiely  began  to  ran  a  line  of  tine  coaches  Irom  Pitts- 
field  to  connect  with  the  cars  at  West  Stockbridge,  and  continued  to  -.lo 
so  until  the  opening  of  tlie  Western  Railroad. 

In  the  meantime  the  Legislature  of  ^\nv  York,  May  :)th,  1S34,  incor- 
X^orated  the  Castleton  and  West  Stockbridge  Railroad  Company,  "to 
constrr.ct  a  railroad  from  Castleton  (below  Albany)  to  the  State  line  at 
West  Stockbridge."  May  5th,  1830,  the  name  was  changed  to  tlu^  Al- 
bany and  West  Stockbridge  Railroad  Company/^  and  authority  was 
granted  to  make  a  raib'oad  from  the  Hudson  Pvivei-  at  Greenbu>h  to  the 
line  of  Massachusetts  at  West  Stockbridge.  To  attract  atienriou  ro  this 
enterprise  a  very  large  meeting  of  its  friends,  com[)('St<d  of  deh'gah's  trom 
various  counties  in  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  was  held  Februarx  ImL 
1835,  in  Canaan,  X.  Y.  Committees  wen^  appi»inted  lo  colk'c'  statistics 
of  business  and  procure  subscriptions  oi'  stock.  'i1i<'  stuck  wa>  duly  sii1» 
scribed  and  the  company  organized  on  or  before  >hiy  'JiM.  1835.  S;uuut'l 
Cheever  was  appointed  superintendent,  and  William  li.  IV.huat,  tuigi- 
neer,  and  surveys  and  estimates  were  mad.'  u]>oii  -everal  ronres 
Throughout  the  struggle  the  fri(unls  of  the  r<.a<l  liad  th-^  l^-^f  ai-l  whi.'h 
Pittstield  and  its  most  capabh>  citi/.-  ns  couhl  g-i^r  Thry  UuA^  ci.v-  to 
send  to  the  Legislature  men  of  ability  and  inil!i(-nct\  and  fa^t  friends  of 
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the  enterprise.  Hod.  Julius  Eockwell.  then  a  young  but  infiuePxtial 
uieuiber  of  (lie  House,  of  which  he  was  twice  speaker,  was  their  most  ac- 
tive agent  and  counsellor.  \Vherever  his  powers  as  a  debater  could  avail, 
they  were  freely  used  ;  and  so  also  was  his  scarcely  less  valuable  inilu- 
ence  in  ptu'sonal  conversation. 

March  12th,  1830,  the  Massachusetts  Railroad  u'as  incorporated,  to 
extend  from  Boston  to  the  Budson  River,  but  nothing  was  done  and  the 
chai'ter  expired. 

On  the  ir)th  of  March,  1833,  while  the  }3oston  &  Worcester  Railroad 
was  under  consti'uction,  ttieir  directors  were  individually  incorporated  as 
"The  Westei'ii  Railroad  Corpoi-ation,"  witli  authority  to  construct  a 
railroad  from  the  Boston  Worcester  Railroad,  in  Worcester,  to  tlie 
western  boundary  of  the  Staie,  with  a  capital  of  not  less  than  81,000,000, 
nor  nioi'e  than  89,000,000. 

By  an  advertisement,  July  15th,  1835,  it  was  announced  that  books 
for  subscriprion  to  the  stock  would  be  opened  August  3d,  for  ten  days, 
at  Boston,  New  York,  Springfield,  Worcester,  Albany,  Hudson,  Pitts- 
field,  and  Lee.  The  required  amount  not  being  subscribed  within  the 
time  specilied  the  books  were  reopened,  and  by  persevering  efforts  tlie  ]'e- 
qiiired  amount  was  obtained  by  December  5th,  1835,  with  sulllcienc  sur- 
plus to  provide  for  losses  and  contingencies,  a.nd,  January  4th,  1836.  the 
coi'poration  vv  as  duly  organized  by  the  choice  of  the  following  directors: 
Thomas  B.  Wales,  William  Lawrence,  Edmund  Dwight.  Henry  Rice. 
John  Henshaw,  Francis  Jackson,  and  Josiali  Quincy,  jr.,  of  Boston,  and 
Justice  Willard  and  George  Bliss,  of  Springfield.  At  their  lirst  meeting 
Thomas  B.  Wales  was  chosen  president,  Ellis  Gray  Loring,  clerk,  andJo- 
siah  Quincy,  jr..  treasurer.  In  March  it  was  found  that  a  million  dollars 
more  were  needed,  and  the  Legislature,  by  nearly  a  unanimous  vote, 
agreed  that  the  State  vrould  take  that  amount  of  the  stock.  The  directors 
appointed  Major  William  Gibbs  McXeilas  chief  engineer,  and  Capt.  Wil- 
liam H.  Swift  as  resident  engineer  of  the  company,  and  George  l^liss  as  gen- 
eral agent  to  make  all  contracts  and  transact  all  business  which  he  might 
deem  necessary  for  its  interests.  The  w^ork  was  entered  upon  in  earuesr, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1837  it  became  necessary  tinally  to  locate  the  roiul 
across  the  county  of  Berkshire.  Each  section,  therefore,  brought  for- 
ward its  strongest  facts  and  arguments.  An  approximate  locati(U\  upon 
the  route  through  Pittsfield  Avas  made  by  the  engineei's  of  the  W'esrtu  ii 
Company,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  John  Child,  in  18:U),  and  various 
preliminary  surveys  upon  the  southern,  by  Richard  P.  Morgan,  who  first 
proposed  and  surveyed  it  at  private  expense  in  1890.  In  justice  to  fiio 
friends  of  tlie  south  route  and  ]\fr.  .Morgan' the  following  facts  should  be 
here  stated  :  the  surveys  for  the  only  pradic^al  routt^  thiough  JMtrslii'ld 
were  necessarily  confined  to  a  narrow  valley,  while  there  were  sevt-ral 
good  lines  by  the  soutlu>?*n  route. 

The  chief  engineer.  Major  William  GiOhs  McXeil,  ami  Cai)tain  Wil- 
liam 11.  Swift  and  his  associate,  George  W.  Wiii^tler,  resideut  engineers, 
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in  tlieir  report  dated  January  loth,  1887,  page  58,  say,  '^Upon  the  noi-th 
route  (through  Pitcsfield)  the  line  has  been  surveyed,  and  jipproxinnUely 
located,  entirely  through  to  the  New  York  boundary,"  and  of  the  several 
south.ern  routes,  they  say,  page  62,  "From  the  extent  of  the  country 
which  it  was  necessary  to  examine  the  surveys  have  been  entirely  experi- 
mental, and  no  one  line  has  been  approximately  located  ;  but.  from  the 
facts  collected  we  liave  now  the  means  of  pointing  out  the  best  practical 
line  for  approximate  location,  whenever  it  shall  be  judged  expedient  to 
make  the  same/'  The  directors,  tlieretore,  January  21st,  ordere<l  an  ap- 
proximate location  upon  the  southern  route,  as  suggested.  This  was 
made  by  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  assistants  in  Februai-y.  Marcli,  and  April, 
and  the  early  part  of  May.  This  gave  Mr.  Morgan  only  rlii-ee  moiult^ 
(in  two  of  which,  as  he  says,  February  and  March,  he  was  obstructed  by 
deep  snows)  in  which  to  locate  fifty  miles  of  railroad  tlirougli  a  A\ooded 
and  diihcult  country.  His  rex)ort  upon  this  location,  hurried,  as  it  must 
have  been,  is  dated  at  Springfield,  May  28th,  and  that  of  Mr.  John  Child 
(who  had  oidy  to  revise  his  line  and  estimate,  vvdiile  ^h.  ]^Joigan  had  to 
make  an  approximate  location  and  estimate)  at  the  same  place  the  follovr- 
ing  day,  May  29tli.  It  is  upon  these  two  reports,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages being  given  to  the  northern  route  of  careful  revision  of  a  location 
I)i'actica]ly  made  the  season  before,  while  Mr.  Morgan's  approximate  lo- 
cation was  made  in  winter,  and  the  signilicant  fact  that  the  report  upon 
the  northern  route  was  made  with  the  knowledge  of  the  pi-evious  day's 
repoi't  of  Mr.  Moi'gan  that  the  resident  engineei's  of  the  Western  Rail- 
road approved  of  the  location  of  the  route  through  Pittsfield,  June  12th, 
1837. 

]So  wonder  that  at  a  hearing  of  botli  parties  at  Springiield.  JvAh^ 
25th.  the  gentlemen  from  Stockbridge,  as  is  recorded,  urged  rin^  b.):ird 
to  postpone  all  proceed  ings  west  of  the  river  till  the  next  yeir;  iuu  n'>r- 
withstanding  this  request,  after  a  consideration  and  examination  of  botii 
routes  by  a  part  of  the  directors,  they  decided.  kIlUl'  at  Fif^sfhJ'L  Au- 
gust 10th,  1837,  in  favor  of  the  final  location  of  the  route  through  Pitts- 
field,  on  condition  of  a  subscripti(ui  of  between  s2:),00(^and  s3c\o()i)  being 
obtained,  wdiich  was  soon  raised,  through  the  energeric  etforrs  of  Mr. 
Lemuel  Pomeroy  and  otliers.  To  Mr.  l.pmuel  Pom^roy's  ..dTi.rts  in 
securing  the  location  of  the  "Western  Pailroad  through  Pift-lit^hi  ir^  citi- 
zens are  greatly  indebted.  He  pursued  tlu^  objoct  in  a  way  that 
nobody  else  did.  Wlule  others  were  full  of  good  l'etdiim\  and  wor»'  will- 
ing to  attend  meetings  at  }ionu\  it  was  he  who  gut  out  a  (hdruai i«>ii  at 
every  meeting  abroad,  and  saw  it  carotidly  arh'iidod  to.  I>r.  l\ol>err 
Campbell  was  better  acqnaiinted  with  the  siil>j.M-r  than  an\  bod.y  eN-v  il*' 
iind  one  or  two  others  went  with  Major  Wiii-I  I.t  and  (  ap:  ain  Swift  m 
making  the  prelinunary  observation^.  Mr.  llnl)l>ard  \\a->  always  enthu- 
siastic on  the  subject,  and  made  many  sp,'e<dies  in  t*»wn  mt>eling  and 
elsewhere."  In  June,  1838,  work  wa-  cotntn.Micr.h  and  vigorou-^ly  prose- 
cuted.    Tiie  contractors  were:  Paniol  (^nnii-di-d  .V  (\..,  tb.e  rock  cut  in 
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AVasliiugtoii  wiMi  Sidney  Dillon  as  foreman  (Mr.  Dillon's  fii'st  confract. 
on  his  own  acrr>unt  was  a  section  in  Hinsdale),  Willis  Phelps,  Wiliiani 
Wall  Josei)h  Kankin,  and  William  Towji,  Sewell  F.  Belknap,  Jamfs 
Finegan,  John  Healey,  Thomas  ?\[al]oy,  William  Baird,  Oh'ver  Chapman, 

and  Brown  (of  Pittsfield).    Isaac  C.  Cheseborongli  made  the  hnal 

location  in  1S3S. 

After  many  delays  an  agreement  was  made,  April  23d,  1840.  with 
those  controlling  ihe  charter  of  the  Albany  &  AVest  St(.ckln-idge  Rail- 
road, hy  which  the  AVestern  Railroad  was  authorized  to  locate,  construct, 
and  o]^eraie  tiiat  line  to  All^any. 

Dnrijig  this  year  a  large  part  of  the  grading  of  the  sixty-two  and  a 
half  miles  in  the  State  west  of  the  Connecticut  River  was  complf^ied, 
and  the  rails  laid  upon  thirty-five  miles.  Alay  24th,  1841,  the  road  was 
opener]  for  u^e  from  the  east  to  Chester,  and  a  locomotive  wirh  a  single 
car  belono-ing  to  the  Hudson  &  Berksiiire  Road  reached  the  Pitrslield 
depot  at  half-past  one.  P.  M..  "May  4th,  1841  ;  the  first  that  had  ever  en- 
tered tiie  town.  Crowds  assembled  to  witness  the  novt;l  si)ectacle,  but 
there  was  no  formal  celebration.  August  9th  trains  were  run  to  AVar^h- 
ington  summit,  and  from  Worcester  to  Hudson  October  4th,  via  the  Hud- 
son Berkshire,  and  to  Albany  December  21st,  under  a  contract  with 
the  Hudson  Compariy  for  the  joint  use  of  their  road  from  tl'e  State 
line  to  Chatham.  The  oi)ening  was  duly  celebrated  at  Albany  hy  an 
excursion  from  Boston  lo  that  place  December  27th,  and  at  Boston  De- 
cember 29th  hy  an  excursion  from  Albany.  Tiie  independent  line  be- 
tween the  State  line  and  Chatham  was  opened  September  12th,  1S42. 

Mr.  Tliomas  B.  Wales,  the  efficient  president  of  the  road  fr<nn  its 
organization  in  1836,  declined  a  reelection  in  February,  1842,  anl  Mr. 
George  Bliss,  the  efficient  agent  from  the  start,  was  chosen,  March  Isf. 
in  his  place.  Lemuel  Pomeroy  was  the  first  Berkshire  dire.' tor,  1838 -40, 
succeeded  by  Parker  L.  Hall,  Thomas  Plunkett,  Robert  Campbell.  Wil- 
liam H.  Murray,  and  others,  successively. 

When  the  Western  Road  was  completed,  in  1842,  a  strong  desire 
arose  in  the  towns  of  xVdanis  and  Cheshire  to  participate  in  irs  benefits. 
A  charter  was  therefore  obtained,  March  3d,  1842,  with  James  K.  >[ar- 
shall,  Thomas  Robinson,  and  Stephen  B.  Brown  as  corporators.  Tliis 
expired  before  anything  was  accomplished;  but  it  was  renewed,  Mai'ch 
18th,  1845,  and  the  road  was  constructed  under  the  direction  of  the 
AVestern  Railroad  Company,  at  an  expense  ol'  s4r)0,000.  I(  ^^as  h'a-ed 
to  the  company  for  thirty  years  at  six  per  cent,  on  its  ct)st,  and  ihf  b^ase 
was  renewed  November  2.")th,  1870,  for  lunety  nine  years.  4'h»' la^r  rail 
was  laid  at  eleven  o*clock,  October  Cth,  1840,  ami  at  liail'-pa^t  t4rx  .'ii^  (he 
locomotive  "Greylock,"  with  a  passengw  car  conveying  a  party  from 
Pittsfield  and  Cheshire,  entered  Xortl.i  Adams. 

Previous  to  the  incorporatluu  of  the  Pittslield  0^  Norrh  Adams  Kail, 
road,  in  addition  to  th(^  proposition  ofdolin  L.  Sullivan  ;.M-a  road  throngh 
the  county  from  south  to  nordi,  David  Antlioay  and  .xli  n-s  w.nv  in,N»r- 
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pornted,  Febrnr.ry  25t\\,  183'2,  vritli  a  capital  of  :^GOO,0()0,  as  flie  IT(x>'^ac 
Rail  and  ^fcAdanuzeJ  lload  Couipa  try.  to  consti-uct  a  rail  or  McAdai^iized 
road,  with  tiutlioriry  to  transport  pei'sons  and  [vroperty  by  steani  [lower 
or  otl^erwisp.  froni  rbe  north  line  of  Wil]ia]n:^.ro\vn  to  the  nortlj  linn  of 
Cheshire,  with  liberty  to  extend  to  or  near  the  soiu'ce  of  Iloosac  Rivei-  ; 
and  March  ^2d,  183"2.  TL-nry  W.  D wight  and  others,  as  the  Berkshire  cc 
New  York  Railroad  Company,  with  a  capital  of  8800,00'),  to  constuct  a 
railroad  commencing  at  tlie  State  line  of  Connecticut,  at  the  point  udiere 
the  contemplated  railroad  from  the  city  of  New  York  to  Albany,  or  the 
branches  thereof,  shall  sij'ike  said  line,  thence  through  the  town  of  Shef- 
field and  the  most  eligilde  route,  to  the  village  of  Stockbridge,  tliere  to 
unite  with  the  West  Stockbridge  Railroad,  with  a  view  of  ini\  iug  the 
same  extended,  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  to  the  city  of  Albany  ; 
with  autliority  to  construct  a  branch  from  tlie  village  of  Housatonic 
through  Stockbridge,  Lee,  Lenox,  and  Pittstield  to  an  intersection  with 
the  Hoosac  Rail  and  ]\If^Adaniized  Road  Company.  Both  charters  ex- 
pired without  anything  being  accomplished. 

April  13th,  1837,  the  Berkshire  Railroad  Company  was  incorporated, 
with  a  capital  of  s800,000,  to  build  a  railroad  from  some  point  on  the 
south  line  of  the  State  near  Ashley's  mills^  in  Sheffield,  through  said 
town  and  Great  Banangton,  to  an  interseciion  wirh  the  West  Stockln-idge 
Railroad  in  the  village  of  West  Stockbridge.  Robert  P.  Barnard.  Wilbur 
Curtis,  and  Licrease  Sujnner  were  the  corporators.  Foster  A.  Barnard. 
E.  F.  Ensign,  Dr.  Oliver  Feck,  J.  Z.  Goodrich,  ^Nfajor  Charles  W.  Hopkins, 
John  H.  Coffing.  and  Loring  G.  Robbins  were  among  the  early  directors, 
and  R.  F.  Barnard,  Major  Hopkins,  and  John  H.  Coffing  successively  hel<l 
the  office  of  pi-esident  until  their  decease,  succeeded  by  Major  L;>ring  G. 
Eobbins,  the  present  president.  Its  construction  was  secured  inaitdy 
through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Bishop,  then  president  of  the  Housar.^aic 
Railroad.  Mr.  R.  B.  Mason,  the  engineer,  was  afterward  connecred  uirh 
the  building  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  anal  mayor  of  Chicag"  in 
1873.  The  road  was  comx>l^ted  from  the  Connecticut  line  to  (r.ea.r  i';ii-- 
rington,  and  the  lirst  train  ran  to  the  stati<m  on  the  morning  of  tiie  -^-^rh 
of  September,  1812.  From  that  time  a  regular  passenger  train  wa^  ran 
l^etween  Bridgepoil  and  Great  Barrington.  Tlu^  lirst  shipnumt  ol  fr.aglit 
was  by  the  l^erkshire  Woolen  comivany,  SeptembtU"  :>Oth.  The  road  was 
compfered  to  West  Stockbridge.  nnd  the  lirst  shipment  of  freight  i!i  that 
direction  was  mad*.^  July  lOtli,  1843.  The  road  is  operated  undov  a  per- 
petual lease  l>y  the  llou>atonic  Railroad  Company. 

March  *2()th.  1S17,  the  Stodvbridge  I'itislicld  Railioad  was  im'or- 
porated,  with  a.  cai»ifal  of  s,V)(M)()o,  to  bnild  a  i-ailroad  frofi;  Rittslirld, 
through  Lenox,  Lee,  and  Stockbridge,  to  a  jnaciion  with  \\\r  B.a.x-lurc 
Railroa<l  at  sonuj  point  north  of  \  an  i  )tMi>cn\ illt^  in  i  h*'  r. 'wn  i>f  <  r<':ir. 
Barilngton  ;  wirh  ( Miailcs  M.  Owtai,  Charhvs  V.  Alger,  and  (i-'-rg-  W  • 
Rlatm-rr  as  c<.r[M>iat<>rs.  llnlr  lirst  mccfing  foi' orgarn/ati-m  wm-  )i"ld  at 
Lee,  July  3d,  1818.    At  this  mee(ing  Ciiaiics  M.  Ow-m,  was  ch.-^-n  cl<air- 
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man,  Harrison  Garfield,  clerk,  frfty-six  associate  corporators  were  admit- 
ted, the  charier  was  accei)ted,  and  Charles  M.  Owen.  Daniel  R.  Williams, 
Samuel  A.  Tlurlbiir,  Harrison  Garfield,  Thomas  F.  Plunketr.  James  I). 
Colt,  and  Thomas  Sedgwick  were  chosen  directors,  and  anthorized  to 
secure  subscriptions  to  the  stock,  and  to  contract  for  a  lease  at  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  the  amount  of  its  capital.  At  a  subsequent  meeting 
of  the  directors  at  Lenox,  Sanrael  A.  Hurlbut  was  chosen  jiresident,  and 
Harrison  Garlield,  clerk;  and  at  a  meeting  at  the  same  j^lace,  July  22d, 
1848,  Thomas  F.  Plunkett,  J.  I).  Colt,  ^>d,  and  K.  T3.  Mason  were  ap- 
pointed a  comujittee  to  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  AVe.-,tern  llaih'OLid 
Company  u|)on  the  subject  of  depot  arrangements  at  Pittstield.  and  John 
Z.  Goodrich  as  agent  to  settle  land  damages.  The  first  ajiuual  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  was  held  May  Bd,  1849,  and  the  old  board  of  directors 
was  reelected.  Mr.  Owen  declining,  George  \V.  Platner  was  elected  in 
his  ]>]ace.  June  ^oth,  1849,  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  at  Pittsfield.  B. 
B.  Provost,  the  erigineer,  submitted  a  survey  of  the  route,  which  was 
adopted  and  signed  by  a  tnajority  of  the  directors,  and  Mr.  J.  Z.  Good- 
rich was  chosen  treasurer  and  clerk  in  place  of  Mr.  Garheld,  lesigned. 
The  president  was  authorized  to  sign  in  behalf  of  the  corporation  the 
contract  for  the  construction  of  the  road  by  Miller  &  Schuyler,  and  the 
lease  to  the  Housatonic  Railroad  Company,  when  completed.  Septeiniber 
23d,  1850,  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  at  Pittsfiehl.  it  was  vo'ted  to 
ratify  the  leases  made  by  the  directors  to  the  Housatonic  Railroad  Com- 
pany, January  25th,  1849,  and  January  25th,  1S5U.  The  road  was  opened 
January  1st,  1850.  After  its  completion,  at  a  meeting  held  January  31<t. 
3850.  the  capital  stock  was  fixed  at  8448,700.  Thomas  F.  Plunkett  was 
chosen  president  September,  1852,  Thomas  Hurlbut  in  1855,  and  Daniel 
R.  Williams,  the  present  president,  in  1861. 

The  first  charter  for  a  railroad  from  the  Connecticut  line  up  the 
Farmington  valley,  through  Sandisfield,  Otis,  etc.,  was  that  of  tln^  Pitts- 
field  «?c]S\nv  Haven,  granted  to  Henry  Childs  and  othei-s  April  22d,  1848. 
This  was  before  the  construction  of  the  Stockbridge  Pittsfield  Road 
through  Lee  and  Lenox,  and  had  authority  to  build  fnuu  Pittstiehl 
tlirough  Lenox,  Lee,  Becket.  and  Otis,  to  the  Connecricut  line,  uirh  a 
capital  of  8900, 0(H>.  April  5th,  1804,  the  charter  was  revived  ;  but  the 
north  end  was  to  terminate  at  Lee  or  Ijenox.  April  i2th,  K^iW'.,  rhe  nam.' 
was  changed  to  the  Lee  Sc  New  Haven,  and  Junt'  5th.  18i'^<5,  Srate  aid  to 
the  amount  of  8300,000  was  granted.  Februaiy  4th,  the  timr  for  (he 
State  loan  was  extended  to  June  5th,  1872,  and  March  8tli,  K^72.  tlie  time 
for  its  construction  was  extended  to  Juut.*  5tli,  K^75.  >fran\vlulr.  .Vpril 
3d,  1871,  the  Lee  c^'  Hudson  was  incv)rporated  to  e.xtriid  from  Ltt\  ihe 
northern  terminus  of  the  Lee  New  Haven,  through  Stock'oridgv  to  We-^t 
Stockbridge.    To  this  no  poi-tion  of  tin-  Stat(^  loan  was  u-raiittMl. 

In  September,  1870,  two  years  l)efore  t  lie  fxpira  i  ion  ot  tlu-  State  loan, 
Otis,  Sandistield..  and  l^.dlaud,  on  tlic  sti\Migtli  ol'tlir  pioiui-->rd  State  aid. 
voted,  by  large  majorities,  to  take  in  tliu  ag-n^gate  8b^5,Ot)0  of  the  stock 
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of  tli'.^  ]..-e  Xew  Haven  Railroad  Company.  The  remaining  subscrip- 
ti()?is  required  to  secure  tlie  loan  not  being  obtained  within  the  limits  of 
their  chapter,  an  extension  of  the  charter,  and,  as  the  inhabitants  of  these 
towns  supposed,  tln^  loan  also,  was  obtained  Jane  oth,  187:5.  As  an  ad- 
ditional precaution  the  selectmen,  before  making  tlieir  subscriptions  for 
the  town,  sent  Mr.  Xorthway,  the  president  of  the  company,  back  to 
Boston  for  inf(-.rmari()n.  Tlie  chairman  of  the  railroad  committee  assured 
him  tlie  loan  was  extended  with  the  charter;  but,  as  an  additional  pre- 
caution, ]\[r.  Northway  inquiriHl  of  Attorney  General  Train,  wlio  refused 
to  give  his  opinion,  but  referred  him  to  ex-Attorney  GJ-eneral  Hon. 
riinrlf-s  Allen.  wh< ^se  r>pinion.  given  in  a  letter  d-ited  April  llth.  1S72. 
was  that  the  extension  of  the  charter  to  June  oth,  187.3,  carried  the  loaii 
with  it.  The  officers  of  these  towns,  then  being  satished,  made  their  sub- 
sci'iptions  May  loth  and  June  4th,  1872,  in  accordance  with  the  previous 
vote  of  their  towns,  and  the  remaining  subscriptions  were  soon  ob-tained, 
and  the  work  of  construction  was  vigorously  prosecuted.  Learnim:.  acci- 
dentally, early  in  1873,  after  an  expenditure  of  about  840,000  by  tlie  towns 
alone,  not  including  that  of  the  people  and  contractors,  and  while  under 
a -contract  for  its  completion,  that  Attorney  General  Train,  who  referred 
the  president  of  the  company  to  ex-Attorney  General  Allen,  had  given  a 
private  opinion  to  Vlv.  John  AV.  Phelps,  of  Springtield,  August  od.  1S72 
(two  and  three  months  after  the  town  officers  had  actually  made  their 
subscriptions  and  were  honorably  and  legally  bound  to  pay  their  several 
assessments  as  called  for),  that  the  loan  was  not  extended  wirh  the 
charter,  they  and  the  company  immediately  petitioned  the  Legislature, 
then  in  session,  for  an  extension  and  conlirmation  of  the  loan,  whitdi  an 
honorable  Legislature  by  a  large  majority  voted  to  do  :  but  which  Ccv- 
ernor  Washburn  vetoed,  as  he  said  in  his  veto  message,  because  the  en- 
terprise had  no  merit  which  shonld  entitle  it  to  public  assistance.  What- 
ever may  have  been  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  enterprise, 
two  successive  Legislatures  had  endorsed  it  before  the  tcvvns  voted  to 
sutbscribe.  It  was  through  this  endorsement  and  promised  State  aid  that 
the  towns  were  induced  to  subscribe  and  spend,  as  towns  and  individuals, 
over  800,000  toward  its  construction,  in  tlie  full  conliih'nce  tliat  their 
State  would  carry  out  its  part  of  the  bargain. 

The  Lee  k  Xew  Haven  Railroad,  from  the  failui'e  of  the  State  to  pay 
its  promised  loan,  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  towns  <u'  Oris,  Saudis- 
tield,  and  Tolland,  farther  from  railroads  than  any  other  towns  in  the 
State,  formerly  the  most  i)L'osperi)ns  in  southern  I'erkshire.  and  showing, 
previous  to  their  unsuccessful  elforts,  a  g:iin  in  population  luuween  ISO,*) 
and  1870  of  seventy  three  inhabirants,  siiow(m1  a  loss,  in  du'  two  years 
succeeding  the  veto,  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-two.  (.r  sixteen  per 
cent. 

After  nearly  ten  years,  and  an  expiMidituie  oi'  uuuv  than  an  cvpial 
amount  in  intt  re>t  and  fruif!»'>s  eiforts  f.a"  jusii<  i\  fin-  Stai.-'.  when  the 
inevitable  bankruptcy  of   these  towns  was  near,  graucei.  in  llie 


426 


IflSTOPvY  OF  I5FRKS1IIRK  COUNTY 


paltry  sum  ot*  tlin  principal  of  the  original  expenditure  of  tln^  towns. 

^Ir.  Isaiah  B.  Davis,  of  Poughkeepsie,  l\ew  York,  the  conrraetor, 
suspended  work  as  scxui  as  he  was  aware  of  the  adverse  opirdon  of  tlie 
attorney  general,  v.dth  several  thousand  dollars  honestly  due  hini.  Mr. 
Davis  (^recently  deceased)  was  a  man  whose  character  and  Jionesty  of  }>ur- 
pose  were  above  repi'oach,  ami  diligent  investigation  fails  to  hnd  a  dis- 
creditable act  on  his  part  whatever  there  may  have  been  on  the  part  of 
others.  Fie  should  have  been,  in  all  business  fairness,  paid  by  rlie  com- 
pany for  liis  work,  and  this  would  have  been  done  had  the  State  acted 
honestly  wirli  the  towns,  thereby  saving  all  from  hjss  and  securing  ihe 
road,  which  was  and  wliich  still  C(uitinues  to  be  a  great  necessity. 

Work  on  the  Lee  &  Hudson,  a  connecting  line,  was  suspended  ab!)ut 
the  same  time  with  that  on  the  Lee  ISew  Haven,  after  an  expenditure 
of  about  s2oo,OUO  by  more  wealthy  towns  and  individuals.  This  was 
expended  without  any  promised  help  from  the  State,  and  for  their  losses 
the  State  was  not  so  directly  responsible. 

As  already  stated,  the  tirst  proposition  for  a  tunnel  through  the  Hoo- 
sac  Mountain  was  for  a  canal,  in  18*26.  May  lUth,  bSlS.  the  Ti-oy  cS: 
Greenfield  Railroad  Company  was  chartered  to  build  a  road  from  Gn-'Mi- 
lield  up  the  Deerfield  River,  through  the  Hoosac  Mountain  and  Xorrh 
Adams  and  Williamstown  to  the  Vermont  line,  with  George  Grinnell, 
Roger  H  Leavitt,  and  Samuel  H.  Reed  as  corporators.  November  2L>d, 
1849,  the  Troy  &  Boston  was  incorporated.  Noveml)er  26th  and2afli  the 
location  of  the  Troy  Greentield  was  tiled;  but  the  elYorts  to  o!)rain  sub- 
scriptions to  the  stock  proving  fruitless,  the  company  urrsuccessCully  ap- 
plied for  a  State  loan  in  1S51  and  18r)3.  April  oth,  1S.")4,  a  loan  of  so.ooo.- 
000  was  granted  on  condition  that  8600,000  should  be  subscribc'd  to  the 
stock,  twenty  per  cent,  paid  in,  seven  miles  of  the  road  built,  and  1,000 
feet  of  tunnel  completed,  to  entitle  the  company  to  sl00,(MX)  of  scrip: 
and  for  every  additional  issue  of  scrip  a  further  payment  on  the  st()ck. 
1,000  feet  of  tunnel,  and  certain  specified  lengths  of  road  were  required 
to  be  constructed  ;  so  that  in  the  end  the  whole  road  and  tunnel  wouhl 
be  completed  before  the  last  issue  of  8200,000  by  the  State,  b)r  which  loan 
the  company  was  to  give  a  tirst  mortgage.  The  company  beim:-  snil  un- 
able to  secure  the  necessary  subscriptions,  the  Legislature,  in  18.m.  au- 
thorized the  towns  through  Vhich  it  was  to  pass  to  subscribe  to  itsstcck: 
but  this  failed  to  be  responded  to. 

In  ISoo  a  contract  was  made  with  H.  W.  Serrell  ^'  .Co.,  umh-r  whu  h 
some  work  was  done,  and  another  in  January,  ISrx*.  :  but,  owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  company  to  comply  with  its  condi(ions,  il  l.ec:nne  inop- 
erative,''and  July  30th,  18:)6,  another  contract  wa^  mad.^  wnh  llenuau 
Haupt  &  Co.,  by  wliich  the  railroad  company  agreed  (o  pay  ihe  .uiu  ot 
83,800,000  for  completing  the  road  and  tunue4  under  certain  c-mdiiruis  ,>f 
payment  The  companv  proving  U!ial>le  to  coini-ly  ^^hh  t  hes,^  condu  mn^ 
another  contract  was  made  bet.ve.n  the  same  paiii-.  Keb.naiy  iMii. 
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185S,  in  which  Haupt  Co.  assumed  all  the  stock,  whicli  was  increased 
to  $1,100,000.  making  the  total  amount  of  the  contract  84,000,000. 

Under  the  previous  contracts  the  tunnel  liad  been  comm.enced.  and  n 
portion  of  the  i-oad,  Vv-e-^t  of  North  Adams,  graded.  The  work  vras 
vig(,]v)usl\^  ])rosecuted,  and  through  the  exei'tions  mainly  of  Mr.  Haupt 
the  several  towns  through  which  the  ]-ailroad  passes  subscribed  to  the 
stock,  but  on  such  conditions  as  to  be  avaihible  only  to  a  limited  extent. 

October  Gth,  ISr^S,  the  tirst  installment  of  S100,000  of  the  State  h-an 
was  paid.  In  1850  various  changes  were  made  by  the  State  in  the  h.an 
act  passed  in  18.34.  , 

In  July,  1S61,  when  there  still  remained  a  large  amount  of  worlv  to 
be  perforuied  to  complete  the  same  in  a  substantial  manner,  the  Stare 
engineer  refusing  to  give  a  certificate  for  the  anvmnt  claimed  by  the  con- 
tractors, and  Mr.  Haupt  being  called  to  Washington  by  the  secretary  of 
war  to  take  charge  of  the  bureau  of  military  railj-oads,  the  work  was 
abandoned.  Mr.  Haupt  had  completed  the  railroad  from  North  Athmis 
to  the  Vermont  line  in  1858,  and  the  Southern  A^erniont.  a  sh()rt  tin^e  pre- 
viously, portions  of  the  line  east  of  the  tunnel,  2,300  linear  feet  of  the 
east  end  of  the  tunnel  and  550  feet  at  the  west  end. 

April  28th,  1862,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  appointment  of  three 
comimissioners  to  investigate  the  subject  of  tinishing  t!ie  Troy  Sz  Gi'cr-n 
field  Railroad  and  of  tunnelling  the  Hoosac  Mountain:  to  report  to  tlie 
governor  and  coiincil  what,  in  their  judgmeiit,  would  be  the  most  eco- 
nomical, practical,  and  advantageous  method  of  completing  railroad  and 
tunnel,  etc.  Under  the  authority  of  this  act  Messrs.  John  W.  Brooks, 
S.  M.  Felton,  and  xVlexander  Holmes  were  apx)ointed.  They  reported, 
February  28th.  1803,  and  their  report  was  acconipanied  by  reports  uf 
Messrs.  Storrow,  upon  European  tunnels,  and  Litrobe  and  L.iurie  u*o  mi 
the  Hoosac  Tunnel. 

November  12th,  1862.  the  State  had  expended,  incbnling  $200,000  p;ii.l 
the  purchase  of  tlie  Southern  Vermont  and  8no,0i)0  approjuaated  for  the 
settlement  of  land  damages,  and  in  interest,  81,162,041.61.  and  the  t*)\vn«; 
along  the  line  8126,500. 

During  1802  the  State,  through  its  comnussioners,  secured  posse ^^dc.ui 
of  the  Troy  &  Greenfield  and  Southern  Vermont  Raih-oads  by  foreclosure 
and  purchase.  Between  1862  and  January  KUh,  lSi)0.  (he  State  assmiied 
the  work  and  expended  82,083,585.25  on  the  tunnel  extemled  rli-^  ''a-it 
headimr  into  the  mountain  one  mile,  the  enhiru-r'tuent  to  doul^h^  irark 
about  one  half  a  mile  on  the  west  end,  tlie  headim;-  b>ui-  fifths  «.f  a  inHe, 
931  feet  had  beenarclied  and  thecentral  shaft  sunk  (oa  dt^pt  li  of  5:)3  feet. 

T)ecend)er  24Lh,  1868,  the  State  made  a  roiuiaci  uiih  Walttu' Shanh«y. 
of  Montreal,  and  Francis  Siiaidey,  of  ToroiUo.  for  thr  romphuiou  of  th" 
tunnel  and  one  railrocul  track  through  it  for  rh.>  bimp.  sum  of  Jj4,r>i)4,26vS 
to  be  completed  March  1st,  b^74,  witii  powei' to  extend  the  time  to  Sep- 
tember 1st  with  the  consout  of  the  governoi-  and  council.  There  w.uv 
twelve  bids  for  the  work,  varying  from  s4, 027,780  to  85,;m8,304. 
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The  Shaiileys  pushed  the  work  vigorously  and  completed  the  central 
shaft,  and  the  headings  from  this  and  the  east  end  of  the  tunnel  met  De- 
comber  12th,  1872,  and  from  the  west  end  November  27th,  1S73. 

February  0th,  1875,  the  lirst  train  of  cars  pa^^sed  through,  but  little 
more  tlian  five  months  bej^ond  the  time  allowed  for  tlie  completion  of  the 
work,  greater  of  its  kind  than  any  tliat  had  preceded  it.  October  13th 
following,  the  first  ipassenger  train  passed  through  from  Boston  Troy, 
and  April  oth.  1875,  the  first  tlirougli  fj'eight,  consisting  of  twenty-two 
carloads  of  grain. 

Tlie  surveys  for  and  the  establishment  of  the  tunnel  line  were  made 
l\v  Thomas  Doane,  in  1803.  During  its  construction  under  the  Shanley 
contract,  Benjamin  iK  Fiost  was  chief  engineer.  B.  D.  Frost  at  the  west 
end,  A.  W.  Locke  at  tlie  east,  and  C.  0.  "Wederkinck  at  the  central  shaft. 
So  accurate  was  their  work  that  the  variation  in  the  alignment  when  the 
headings  met  was  less  than  an  inch,  and  in  the  levels  less  than  three 
inches.  The  total  length  of  the  tunnel  is  2."),o81  feet,  or  four  and  three- 
qimrter  miles.  On  its  completion,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature, 
in  1875,  an  exciting  contest  arose  as  to  whether  it  were  best  to  consoli- 
date the  Troy  cl'  Greenfield  with  other  roads,  so  as  to  make  a  consolidated 
line  from  Boston  to  Troy,  or  for  the  State  to  retain  its  control,  and  permit 
any  connecting  road  to  use  it  on  equal  terms.  The  latter  policy  prevailed 
and  has  resulted  immensely  to  the  advantage  of  the  towns  along  its  line, 
as  it  gives  competing  lines  an  opportunity  to  reach  them.  On  the  adop- 
tion of  this  policy  Jeremiah  Frescott  was  appointed  general  numager 
July  1st,  1875  ;  Austin  Bond,  treasurer;  Edward  Hamilton,  secretary; 
William  P.  Granger,  chief  engineer;  and  Thomas  Doane,  consulting  en- 
gineer. On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pi-escott,  Mr.  A.  W.  Locke  was  ap- 
pointed manager  in  his  jdace. 

While  the  construction  of  the  Poughkeepsie  biadge  was  undej-  dis- 
cussion in  Boston,  Providence,  and  elsewhere,  in  187-i  ami  1875,  the 
writer,  while  located  in  Boston  as  a  civil  engineer,  becoming  convinced, 
from  an  examination  of  a  topographical  map  of  the  State,  that  a  shorter 
and  more  direct  route  to  Poughkeepsie  could  be  had  through  southwest 
ern  Massachusetts  than  that  by  the  zigzag  course  of  the  Xew  \ork  «S: 
New  EnglaJid  or  Connecticut  AVestern  through  Connecthmt.  rh^'ii  talked 
of,  made  his  first  trip  to  Berkshire  county  in  the  summer  of  1875,  ro  ex 
plore.  The  route  appearing  feasible,  in  November  a  line  of  levels  uas 
run,  with  the  assistance  of  E.  G.  Gushee,  George  T.  Saiupson,  K.  A. 
Brock,  and  Frank  A.  May.  During  the  summer  of  187»'>  a  prelimmary 
survev  was  made,  with  Charles  Sh)cum,  Charles  Hatch,  Ashtoii  11.  Pratt. 
F.  F.'^Dogett,  Kimball  Plympton,  and  W.  G.  Smith  as  assi>iauis  Tins 
survey  confirmed  the  feasibility  of  the  route,  a  portion  of  which  is  id^Mi- 
tical  with  the  line  surveyed  and  proposed  by  Mr.  Morgan  lifty  years 
before. 

Julv  17th,  1870,  a  preliminary  organizai ion  mad-'  Aith  Egbert 

HoilistJr,  president  ;  David  Dalzeil,  treasurer;  M.  S.  Bid. v  ell,  Charles 
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J.  Eames,  H.  T.  Robbins,  A.  L.Hubbell,  O.  C.  Whitbeck,  and  T.  IsL  Has- 
kell,of  Berkshire  county;  and  Hon.  H.G.  Eastman,  of  Pouglikpepsi^^  P. 
P.  Dickinson,  of  New  York,  and  William  D.  Hilton,  of  Providence,  as 
directors. 

During  the  Legislative  session  of  1878  the  company-  as  then  or^ranized 
petitioned  for  a  State  loan  of  81,000,000,  to  assist  them^  in  building  tlie^ir 
road  from  the  State  line  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  tovrn  of  Egremont. 
through  southern  Berkshii-e  and  western  Hampden  counties  to  the  Con- 
necticut Piver.  This  was  asked  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  towns  of 
Otis,  Sandisheld,  and  Tolland  ( tlirough  wirich  the  line  would  pass)  in  assist- 
ing them  to  raih'oad  facilities  which  the  State  had  already  promised,  and 
because  the  Xew  York  &  Xew  England  was  at  the  same  time  a  petitioner 
for  a  loan  of  86,000,000  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  extending  a 
road  in  Connecticut  to  Fishkill,  to  which  point  this  line  through  Massa- 
chusetts is  several  miles  the  shorter. 

Although  the  railroad  commissioners  reported  adversely  to  their  p^^- 
tition,  and  in  favor  of  the  loan  of  86,000,000  to  be  expended  in  Connecti- 
cut by  the  Xew  York  &  Xew  England,  the  Legislature  gave  as  large  a 
vote  for  a  substitute  bill  for  the  loan  to  the  Boston  &  Poughkeepsie  of- 
fered by  GeneraHVilliam  S.  King,  of  Boston,  as  to  that  for  a  loan  to  the 
New  York  &  Xew  England,  recommended  by  the  railroad  com.mittee. 
Another  substitute  bill,  by  General  King,  for  a  contribution  of  the  State's 
stock  in  the  Xew  York  &  X^ew  England,  which  might  probably  have 
passed,  was  witlidrawn,  at  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  of  the  enterpri-=^e, 
with  the  ex])ectation  that  another  bill,  which  would  have  secured  the 
same  result,  would  be  i^resented,  and  which  if  it  had  been  presented  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  carried.  As  it  was  not,  the  previous  wirhdrawnl 
of  the  second  bill  has  delayed  the  carrying  out  of  the  project  until  [\w 
completion  of  enterprises  intimately  related  to  it. 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

MISCKLLANEOUS. 

Berkshire  Jubilee.— Berkshire  Historical  and  Scieiitihc  Society.— Berkshire  County  Bible 
Society.— Berkshire  and  Columbia  Missionary  Society.— Berksliire  Brancliof  the  Wo- 
men's Board  of  Missions.— Berkshire  County  Sunday  School  Union.— Cai.ital  Crimes 
in  Berkshire. 


ONE  of  the  most  iiitei'esting'  events  thai  ever  occiiiTecl  in  tlie  connty 
of  Berksliire  was  the  reunion,  in  1844.  of  tliose  wlio  had  gone 
forth  from  the  coitnty  and  become  widely  separated. 

A  gentleman,  wlio  vras  led  by  liis  official  relations  to  travel  exten- 
sively in  this  country,  found  people  from  Berkshire  in  nearly  evei'y  prin- 
cipal city  and  State,  and  learned  rhat  many  of  these  were  nnawai-eof  the 
Berkshire  origin  of  some  of  those  with  whom  they  had  frequent  busi- 
ness, political,  or  ecclesiastical  relatiorrs.  On  his  occasional  retui'u  here 
he  found  that  many  of  the  citizens  were  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  distin- 
guished men  had  emigrated  from  their  vicinity,  or,  in  some  cases,  from 
their  own  towns.  The  idea  was  therefore  conceived  of  bringing  toi;-erhei' 
as  many  as  possible  of  these  emigrants,  with  the  view  of  establishing 
among  them  a  fraternal  feeling,  and  arousing  among  the  citizens  of  the 
county  an  interest  and  a  laudable  pride  in  the  fame  and  usefulness  of  its 
sons. 

In  passing  over  the  railroad  west  from  Albany  this  gentleman 
chanced  to  meet  Hon.  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  of  Oneida  coimry,  X.  V.:  the 
subject  was  briefly  discussed,  and  the  })rogramme  for  tln^  occasion  \v:>.s 
made  on  a  card,  substantially  as  followed  af(erwar<I.  44ii-  progrnmni.' 
was — a  sermon,  a  poem,  an  oration,  and  a  dinner,  **whtM«'  talk  might  be 
had  ad  lihitumy 

The  matter  was  taken  up  by  the  emigi-aiits  from  lv>rkshiiv  in  N»'w 
York,  a  committee  of  these  emigratits,  and  amulior  of  \\w  eiii/oris  ,.f 
the  county  were  appointed,  tlie  name  "  Berkshin^  Jubilee"  was  given  to 
the  prospective  gatlKulng,  auxiliai-y  town  conmiit (e.-s  w^^xy-  aj^pointed, 
and  arrangements  \vere  iiKule  for  the  juhih^Mo  W  lieKl  on  fin-  *J-M  ami 
23d  days  of  x\.tigust,  1844. 
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Tile  progi'iiniiiie  of  public  exercises  was  arranged  to  be  an  oiatioii 
by  Hon.  Josliiia  A.  Spencer,  of  Ulica,  N.  Y.,  a  poem  by  Rev.  William 
Allen.  D.  I).,  of  iN'orrlianipton,  a  sei mou  by  Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.D., 
of  Williams  College,  and  odes  and  poems  by  several  authors.  Tlie  citi- 
zens of  Rittsfield  and  other  towns  in  the  county  offered  their  hospitality 
without  stinr  of  lal)or,  time,  or  money. 

Governor  George  X.  Biiggs  was  president  of  the  jubih^e,  and  forty- 
seven  vice  presidents  were  appointed.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  the 
visitors  were  received  ar  the  ioAvn  hall,  where  an  address  of  welcome  was 
given  by  Thomas  A.  Gold,  I]sq.,  and  a  response  was  made  by  Rev.  R.  S. 
Co(.)k.  In  the  afternoon  a  procession  moved  from  the  j^ark  to  the  emi- 
nence west  from  the  village,  since  knovN'U  as  Juljilee  Hill.  This  eleva.tion 
had  then  but  a  single  lunise,  the  homestead  built  by  tlie  patriotic  Dr. 
Timothy  Childs.  The  place  is  now  tliickly  ])opulated.  Ifeie  a  speakers' 
stand  and  seats  for  an.  audience  of  several  tliousand  had  In-en  prepared, 
and  five  or  six  thousand  people  assembled.  The  asseml*ly  w  a->  disr-erst-d 
by  a  shower  of  rain,  but  quickly  reassembled  in  the  old  First  Church 
where  the  able  sermon  of  Rev  Dr.  Hopkins  was  })reached,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Allen  read  a  beautiful  historical  and  sentimental  poem  of  a  hundred  and 
eight  stanzas.  Two  graceful  poems  written  ])y  William  Firt  Falmer,  en- 
tilled  '"The  Mother  Land's  Home  Call.''  and  ''The  Response  of  the 
Home  Comers,''  wei'e  read  by  Hon.  Julius  Ivockwell.  In  the  foreiioou  of 
the  23d  a  still  larger  assemblage  than  on  tlie  pievious  day  gathered  on 
Jubilee  Hill,  where,  after  })rayer  by  Rev.  David  Dudley  Field,  and  a 
song,  "  Come  t'o  tlie  old  roof  tree,''  written  for  the  occasion  by  a  h-idy, 
the  eloquent  {:)ration  of  Hon.  Joshua  A.  SpHucer  was  deliv^'recl.  Charles 
Sedgwick,  Esq.,  then  read  a  huig  and  beautiful  ode  to  Herksliire  by  Mi^s 
Frances  Ann  Kemble.  Hon  Ezekiel  Bacon  i-ead  the  Stockbridge  Eowl." 
furnished  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  Lydia  H.  sigourney.  and  an  ode, 
written  by  the  same  lady,  was  sung.  An  ode  ''To  the  Hills  that  Cradled 
Childhood's  Home."  by  Mrs.  Laura  Hyde,  was  read,  and  Mrs.  Hen;au>' 
Hymn  of  the  Mountain  Christians— "  For  the  sti'ength  of  the  hills  we 
bless  Thee"  was  sung.  In  the  af tei'uoon  the  assembly  gatliered  on  riie 
grounds  of  the  Young  Ladies'  Institute,  where  under  a  large  pa\  ilion 
tables  had  been  arranged  for  more  than  tiiree  thousand  persons,  :iud 
nearly  that  number  took  seats  for  dinner.  After  the  renio\  al  of  the  cloth 
and  a  brilliant  speech  by  the  president,  Governor  Briggs,  th(^  rt.Muaimler 
of  the  day  was  occii])ied  by  sentiments  and  s]>eeclii-'s,  all  pertinent  to  the 
occasion,  and  many  of  tliem  eloquent.  Dr.  ().  W.  Holmes,  after  a  luief 
but  brilliant  s])ee('h,  read  his  beantiful  poem  wi-it I(M1  for  the  occjision  and 
since  published  among  his  otliei'  poems,  coinmtuu'ing  ^'C'omeback  to  \-our 
niother,  ye  (diihlren."  S})eeches  and  s(Uitim«Mirs  were  giv^ui  by  Hon. 
Marshall's.  Bidwell,  of  New  Yoj'k  ;  Drake  Mills,  Esq.,  X.  V.  :\)ud-.> 
Charles  A.  Dewey,  Northam])ton  ;  Thomas  Allen,  St.  Lmiis  ;  Hon.  .lolm 
Mills,  Springiield  :  ('.  B.  Gold,  Ihiil'alo  ;  Keuel  Smith.  Now  \..ik;  Thet^- 
dore  Sedgwick,  New  York;  the  tragedian,  Ma.cready,  England;  Mv.  Col- 
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den,  New  York  ;  Br.  CliMrles  Goodrich,  Broolvlyn  ;  Kev.  TIeinaii  Ilrnn- 
phrey,  D.  D.,  president  of  Amliersl  College  ;  Josiah  Quincey,  New  ILinip- 
shiie;  David  Dudley  Field,  Esq.,  New  York;  Professor  Chester  A. 
Dewey,  Esq.,  Rocliester,  N.  Y.  ;  Joshua  X.  Daiiforth,  Alexandria,  D.  C; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Brigliam,  D.  D.,  New  York  ;  Hon.  Timothy  Childs,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.  ;  Dr.  L.  A.  Smith,  Newark,  J.  ;  Silas  Melcalf,  Kinderliook, 
N.  Y.  ;  Rev.  Orville  Dewey,  D.  D.,  New  York  ;  T.  Joy,  Esq.,  Albany; 
D.  C.  AVhitewood,  Micliig-an  ;  ^Villiam  T.  Palmer,  New  York  :  and  Hon. 
Jnlius  Rockwell,  who  read  a  sentiuient  sent  bv  ]Mrs.  SiiTonrnev". 

Jndge  Samuel  R.  Betts,  chairman  of  the  New  York  committee,  made 
the  farewell  address  in  behalf  of  the  visitors,  to  which  Rev.  Dr.  Todd, 
chairman  of  the  Berksliire  county  committee,  responded. 

Tlie  committee  of  arrangements  had  caused  to  be  prepared  a  register 
in  which  they  invited  visiting  emigrants  to  record  their  narne^.  places  of 
residence,  etc.  The  following  names  were  entered  on  this  register.  Of 
these  some  vv-ere  residents  of  Berkshire  county  as  early  as  1775. 

J.  C.  Brigham,  New  Y^ork  ;  Joshua  N.  Danforth,  Alexandria,  D.  C. ; 
Jared  Curtis,  Charlestown,  Mass.;  Thomas  Mosely,  Maria  T'illottson 
Mosely,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  Aurelia  HoUister  Poraeroy, 
Monroeville,  0.;  Seth  Burgess,  Elbridge,  N.  Y^.;  Cliarles  E.  ^Yest,  New 
YY>rk;  D.  Crocker.  Charleston.  S.  C;  W.  W.  Turner,  Hartford,  Conn.; 
Levi  Clark,  Elbridge,  N.  Y.;  James  L.  Bagg,  Asahel  L.  Smith,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.;  AYilliarn  Chapman,  Middletown,  Conn.;  John  Mills,  Springfield, 
Mass.;  Drake  Mills,  New  York  ;  George  ^V.  Carson,  Albany,  N.  Y.;  Cal- 
vin Dnrfee,  Dedham  ;  J.  Sidney  Lewis,  Louisa  M.  Lewis,  New  York  ; 
Sidney  Warner,  Waterloo,  N.  Y.;  Rev.  Charles  Benrly,  Harvv-inton, 
Conn.;  Cyrus  W.  Field,  New  York;  TL  N.  Brinsmade,  Newark,  N.  J.; 
H.  B.  Hooker,  Falmouth,  Mass.;  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Utica,  N.  Y.;  Samuel 

A.  Danforth,  Boston  ;  Russell  S.  Cook,  New  York  ;  A.  S.  Hubbell,  New- 
ark, N.  J.;  Isaac  Hills,  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Jerusha  Kirkland  Lothrop, 
Utica,  N.  Y.;  Otis  Mills,  Samuel  S.  ^fills,  Charleston,  S.  C;  William  B. 
Whitney,  Corning,  N.  Y.;  E.  D.  Beach,  Springfield,  Mass.;  Willi;un  J. 
Bacon,  Utica,  N.  Y.;  William  H.  Mosely,  Ware  Yillage,  Mass. ;  Rev. 
Timothy  Woodbridge,  Spencertown,  N.  Y.;  J.  Edwards  Lee,  Salisbury, 
Conn.;  Jonathan  Huntington,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Charles  Lombard,  El- 
bridge, N.  Y.;  D.  C.  Whitewood,  Dexter,  Mich. ;  Mrs.  James  Fowler, 
Westtield,  Mass.;  Asa  Johnson  and  wife.  East  Bloomheld,  X.  Y.;  John 

B.  Eldridge,  Hartford,  Conn.;  YL.  S.  Bidwell,  R.  C.  Wheeler,  New  York; 
J.  W.  Wheeler,  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.;  E.  P.  Woodruff,  New  York;  0. 
Gold  Lee,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  L.  Churchill  Mrs.  L.  Cliuichill,  Mary  CMiurcli- 
ill,  Utica,  N.  Y.;  Norman  Leonard,  \Yestfi*.\ld,  Mass.;  Lyman  (\»i)b,  N^w 
Y'ork;  Heman  Ticknor,  Kelloggsville,  O.;  F.  B.  Austin,  New  York; 
Uriah  Edwards,  Cancean,  N.  Y.;  John  Saxton,  New  York;  .losepli  H. 
J.  Dwight,  Oxford,  N.  Y.;  Cyrus  T.  Francis,  Albany,  N.  V.;  William 
Heiidiix,  Marion,  Ala.;  Lawrence  Ford,  N.  Y.;  dames  Larurd,  Wa>liing- 
ton,  D.  C;  Thomas  Alien,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Johnson  HalL  Syracuse,  N.  Y.; 
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Stephen  W.  Broun,  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.;  J.  AYlieelock  Allen,  Waylaiid, 
Mass.:  Cyrus  A.  Stowell,  Streetsboro,  O.;  William  Allen,  Nortliampion, 
Mass.;  David  D.  1).  Field,  Haddam,  Conn.;  Joel  Johnson,  Springfield, 
Mass.;  Clai-k  Wiight,  New  York  ;  Charles  J.  F.  Allen,  Boston;  F.  Hoi- 
lister,  Utiea,  N.  Y  ;  Milo  C>sborne,  New  York  ;  \Yells  Cotton,  Bloom- 
ington,  111.;  John  P.  Putnam.  White  Creek,  N.  Y.;  Charles  A.  Dewey, 
Northampton,  Mass.;  L.  A.  Smith,  Fi'ancis  L.  Griffin  Smith.  Newark,  N. 
J.;  John  S.  Stone,  Aaron  Pickett,  Peading,  ^lass.;  Henj\v  C.  Brace, 
Hartsville,  IST.  Y.;  David  Mostly  Hinsdale,  PV)ntiac,  ^Hch.;  E.  W.  Leav- 
enworth, Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  G.  C.  Merrill,  New  York;  William  A.  Boyd, 
Monroe,  ^Hch.;  Henrv  Clay  Gate.s,  AVesttield ;  Noah  Rossiter,  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y.;  Jjester  Keep,  Fair  FLxven,  Conn.;  M.  A.  Curtis,  Hillsbor- 
ough, N.  C:  Lonson  Nash,  Gloucester,  Mass.;  AVilliam  Buel,  Litchrield, 
Conn.;  William.  A.  Gold,  New  York  ;  John  Barnabee,  York,  0.;  D.  D. 
Field,  Dudley  Field.  New  Yoi'k  ;  Mju'k  H.  Sibley,  Canandaigua.  N.  Y.; 
11.  P.  Hubbell.  Troy,  N.Y.;  Frederick  Sedgwick,  Salisbury,  Conn.; 
Russell  Austin,  Nev.-  York  ;  J.  C.  Chesbrough,  H.  P.  Chesbrough,  Wheat- 
tield,  N.  Y.;  Franklin  Gay  Taylor,  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  Mason  Noble,  C.  P. 
Noble,  Joseph  Hyde,  New  York  ;  AYilliam  Hyde,  Ware.  ]^lass.;  Hubbard 
Beebe,  Westfield,  Mass.;  Solomon  B.  Noble,  New  Voik  ;  Joel  Danforfh, 
Otisco,  N.  Y.;  Charles  B.  Gold,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Henry  Goodrich.  East 
Greenbush  ;  J.  C.  Hubbell  ;  Eunice  Rossiter,  St.  Charles,  Mo.;  Rosvv-ald 
Brown,  Hartford,  Conn.;  C.yrania  H.  Hubbard,  Cummington,  Mass.; 
Cliester  P.  Dewey,  Rochester.  N.  Y.;  Samuel  R.  Betts,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Betts, 
New  York;  A.  D.  Matthews,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Timothy  Wright,  Gran- 
ville, Mich.;  Francis  Warriner,  Chester,  Mass.;  Daniel  James,  Utica.  N. 
Y.;  R.  M.  Townsend,  Troy,  N.  Y.;  John  A.  Cone,  Abner  Hitchc..rk, 
New  York;  Fred  Hubl)ard,  Boston;  Homei'  Bartlett,  Lowell.  Mass. ; 
Emerson  Davis,  AVestfield,  Mass.;  A.  Robbins,  Thomas  Robbins.  New 
York;  A.  B.  Northrop,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  Eustis  Hoppin.  New  Leba- 
non, N.  Y.;  Jan)es  W.  Latlin,  Chicago,  Ilk;  L.  M.  Crane,  R.  L.  Speliman, 
Albany,  N.  Y.;  0.  B.  Pierce,  Ronie,  N.  Y.;  J.  H.  Pierson.  Elizal>eth 
Colt,  Ramapo,  N,  Y.;  Charles  S.  J.  Goodrich,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  D.  Good- 
rich, Albany,  N.  Y. ;  Bancroft  Fowler,  Greentield,  N.  IL;  Elizabeth  P. 
Jackson,  Schenectady,  N.  Y, ;  P.  L.  Brewster,  Rochester,  N.  A.;  ^k•ry 
Ruthven,  New  York  ;  Chester  Dewey,  Olivia  P.  Dewey,  New  York  ;  Eli- 
sha  Mack,  3d,  Albany,  N.  Y.;  Asa  Clinton  Pierce.  Granby,  Mass.;  A. 
Goggswell  Frissell,  South  America;  J.  O.  B.Ford,  Hambm-g.  S.  C. ;  dohn 
O'Brien,  Durham,  N.  Y.;  Calvin  Hall,  Deertield,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  Harrier  G. 
Robin-^on,  David  Goodri(di,  Albany,  N.Y  ;  Mrs.  Anudia  Goodriclh  Harm:in. 
N.  Y.;  Charles  F.  Smyth,  Albany,  N.  Y.  ;  Juliii  P>rattle  P)urback,  Hart- 
ford, Conn.;  AVells  Fowh-r,  Mrs.  Laura  Fovrler,  Fowlersville,  N.  Y.;  dohu 
Flenry  Hopkins,  Mary  Hopkins,  Riclrmond,  Va. ;  Farniy  J.  Wright,  R.udi- 
ester,  N.  Y.;  Truman  Ba.<;-g,  Lydia  Bagg,  Gr;ift<»n.  O.;  .less.-  W.  (i(>(^d- 
rich.  Worcester,  Mass.;  H,  H.  Hickcox,  Albany,  X.  Y.:  E/ra  Smirh, 
Cambridge,  N.  Y.;  Amaziah  Brigham,  Utica,  N.  V.;  Silas  H.  Kellcgii:, 
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Erie,  Pa.;  Ro])ei't  T.  Ensign,  Wolcottville  ;  Tlieophilus  Steele,  Clinton. 
K.  Y.;  Mrs.  R.  A.  Gibbs,  Blanford,  ^b\ss.\  Mrs.  Lucia  A.  Case,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  M.  C.  Peppers,  PZdward  Willianis,  New  York  ;  Mason  A  Sliattuck, 
Montgomery  county,  Pa.;  Silas  Goodrich,  Elbridge,  N.  Y.;  Jolin  Wat- 
son, Fayetteville,  X.  Y. ;  Mi's.  William  A.  Cook  and  son,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; 
C.  M.  Mattuon,  Ani'ora,  X.  V.;  Luke  Power  and  wife,  Hudson,  X.  Y.; 
Dudley  Dana.  Syracuse,  X.  Y.;  X^atlian  Jackson,  X^'ew  York  ;  Francis 
Fowler.  Madison,  X.  A'.;  W.  W.  Tlieo])ald,  Fairi'ax  county,  Ya.;  AYol- 
cott  M.  Spencer,  Cornelia  Spencer,  Springfield,  0.;  A.  D.  Eddy,  Eliza- 
bet  li  A.  C.  Eddy,  Xewark.  X\  J  ;  James  B.  Judd,  Cytalan  W.  Fenn  ; 
Jonathan  Lee  ;  James  R.  Barrholoinew.  X^ew  A^ork  ;  George  AYainwright, 
Flojida  :  James  Bradford.  Pierre,  111.;  Egbert  X.  Fairchild,  Ogdensburg, 
X.  Y.:  Horace  Bacon,  Troy,  X.  Y.:  Daniel  Bradley,  A'onkers,  X.  Y. ; 
Henry  Churchill,  Rochester,  X.  Y.;  Charles  Doolittle,  Middle  Granville, 
X"".  A'.;  Silas  W.  Curtiss,  Hamburg,  Ga.;  Joshua  G.  Gay,  X^'evv  Haven, 
Conn.;  Horace  Clark,  James  Hollister,  Buffalo,  X.  Y.;  Joel  A.  Young, 
Albany,  X'.  A". ;  Levi  Tremain.  Mrs.  Tremain,  Aliss  Eliza  Tremain,  Greene 
county,  X".  Y.;  G.  W.  Francis,  Martha  A.  Kellogg,  Troy,  X.  Y.;  Francis 
Deming  ;  Hector  \Yhitman  ;  Stephen  Bosworth,  Catskill,  X.  A^.;  George 
Thatcher  Southwick,  John  B.  Royce,  Berkshire.  X.  Y.;  E.  B.  Piet,  X'ew 
York  :  E.  Hotchkin,  Chocktaw  Xation  ;  David  AV hittlesey,  Berlin,  Conn.; 
A.  P.  Smitli,  X^ew  A^ork  ;  William  S.  Ruthven,  Madison  county,  X.  A".; 
Geoi'ge  W.  Strong,  Xew  Hartford,  X.  Y.;  George  Colt,  St.  Augustine, 
Fla.rThomas  Egleston,  Xew  A^ork  ;  Zenas  S.  Clark,  Eliza  R.  Clark,  El- 
bridge, X.  A^. ;  B.  Seldeu  Cone,  Chester,  X.  H. ;  Curtis  C.  Cady,  X^ew 
A'ork  ;  Robert  Hollister,  Buffalo,  X.  Y.;  Alpheus  Osborne,  Xorth  Had- 
ley,  Mass.;  David  Piatt,  Boston  ;  Anson  B.  Piatt,  Buffalo,  X.  A".:  George 
Colt,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  H.  L.  Warner,  Jesse  Clark,  Waterloo,  X.  A'.; 
H.  Thompson,  Litrle  Falls,  N.  A".;  X^athan  Brown,  Oppenheim,  X.  A.; 
Augustus  F.  Barnes,  Boston  ;  Franklin  Brown,  Concord,  X.  H.;  Abiatha 
M.  Osborne,  Xew  Y'ork  ;  D.  P.  Leadbeater,  Millenburg,  O.;  Waterman 
Smith,  Medina.  O.;  Royal  Wiliard,  Rockport,  0.;  Samuel  H.  Rathbun. 
Burlington  Falls,  Yt.;  John  L.  Dorrance,  Batavia,  X.  Y.;  John  K.  Dur- 
fee,  Carbondale,  Pa.;  Amos  Andi'ews,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Elijah  Andrews, 
U.  S.  X^;  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  Utica,  X.  Y.;  Thomas  Spencer,  Geneva,  X. 
Y.;  X^athaniel  Kellogg,  Wethersfield,  Conn.;  John  Darby,  Macon,  Ga.; 
Jason  Torry,  Honesdale,  Pa.;  William  Sturgis.  Sandwich  ;  H.  D.  \Yeb- 
ster,  X.  AYebster,  Ti-oy,  X^.  Y.;  Josiah  Sturgis,  X'antucket  ;  William 
Sherwood,  Lydia  A.  Kellogg,  Eliza  R.  Sherwood,  ^Nfary  Frances  Sher- 
wood, Xew  York;  Edward  Wright,  Chicago,  HI.;  George  Sargeant, 
Northampton,  Mass.;  Silas  Aletcalf,  Kinderliook,  X.  A^. ;  William  A. 
Tyler.  X>w  York;  Alvah  Morrell,  East  Wiridsor,  Conn.;  Lucius  Bulkly, 
Albany,  X.  A".;  King  Strong,  Xew  Hartford  ;  Ahan  Hollister,  Euclid,  O.; 
Herman  S.  N'oble,  Watertown,  X\  Y.;  Oliver  Allen,  Wb.earluul,  X.  A'.; 
Orvilie  Dewey,  Xew  A'ork  ;  Alonzo  Crittenden,  Brooklyn,  X.  V.:  Joshua 
R.  Hays,  William  E.  Hays,  Ann  Eliza  Hays,  Albany,  X.  A\;  Mrs.  Har- 
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riet  G.  Foxcoft,  Dedliam,  Mass.:  Ovid  P.  Wells,  New  York  :  Frederick 
H.  Bacon,  Albany,  X.  Y.;  Jacob  W.  Taylor,  Cortlandville,  N.  Y.;  E.  M. 
Bacon,  AVaslitenaw.  Mich.;  John  Williani.s,  Tliclifield,  X.  Y.;  Sanniel 
Churchill  Urica,  X.  Y. ;  S.  D.  Mills,  Little  Falls.  X.  Y.;  Mrs.  Thaddeus 
Joy,  Charles  G.  Smith,  Albany,  X.  .Y.;  Huet  K.  Root,  Utica,  X.  Y.;  Ly- 
man Pjapp,  Mrs.  Lyiiian  Clapp,  Xew  York  ;  Sarah  Sarg-eant  Churchill, 
Xew  Lebanon,  X.  Y. 

COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Bi,rl-s]ilre  Iltstorical  and  Sc/e^iilfic  Social^/. —A  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Berkshire  Athenanim,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1S7S,  at  vvhich  the 
following  gentlemen  were  present:  Hon.  Ensign  H.  Kellogg,  Henry  AY. 
Taft,  Esq.,  Hon.  ^Yilliam  R.  Piunkett,  Hon.  James  M.  Barker,  James 
W.  Hull,  Thomas  P.  Pingree,  Esq.,  J.  E.  A.  Smith,  Robert  W.  Adam, 
John  P.  Brown,  J.  F.  A.  xVdams,  M.  D.,  and  E.  G.  Hubbel,  curator  and 
librarian  of  the  Athenaeum. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  proposed  to  form  a  society  for  the  purpose 
of  incjeasing  an  interest  in  archa3ological  science  and  to  rescue  from 
oblivion  such  historical  matter  as  might  otherwise  be  lost,''  and  to  pro- 
mote a  knowledge  of  natural  science. 

It  was  resolved  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  for  this 
purpose  on  the  '22d  of  February,  1S7S. 

At  the  appointed  time  tins  meeting  was  held,  and  the  society  was 
organized  by  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  and  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  Alexander  Hyde,  of  Lee,  president;  Josex)h  Wbire,  Wil- 
liamsLown,  and  James  ]\L  Barker,  Pittstield,  vice-presidents;  E.  G.  ILidd:)el, 
Pittsfield,  secretary;  Henry  W.  Taft,  Vriiliam  R.  Plunketr.  Pittsiield, 
and  Charles  J.  Taylor,  Great  Harrington,  executive  committee.  At  tliis 
meeting  thirtj^-two  gentlemen  became  members  of  the  society. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  use  of  the  Athenpeum  was  granted  by 
the  trustees  to  the  society  for  holding  meetings  and  depositing  mann- 
scripts.  specimens,  etc. 

The  society  has,  from  the  first,  been  highly  successful  in  iis  work. 
At  its  meetings,  which  have  been,  held  quarterly,  many  able  and  interest- 
ing papers  on  historical  and  scientihc  subjects  have  been  presented, 
instructive  lectures  have  been  delivered,  interesting  discussions  have 
been  held,  and  valuable  documents  and  specimens  have  been  collected. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  most  talented  and  scholarly  gentlemen  aiid 
ladies  of  the  county  have  been  active  members  of  the  society,  and  have 
labored  with  commendable  zeal  for  the  promoti(Ui  of  its  objects.  .Indu- 
ing of  the  future  of  tliis  society  by  what  it  Ims  ac(;omplislieil  during  its 
brief  past  existence  a  brilliant  and  useful  career  is  o[)en  before  it. 

The  presidents  have  been:  Alexander  Hyde,  of  Lee;  Won.  ^o<c\^h 
White,  of  AYiliiamstown;  and  Professor  A.  L.  I*erry,  of  Williamstinvn. 
E.  G.  Hul)b::d  has  been  tln]  secretar\^  from  the  formation  of  t!ie  soi'i^^:y. 

BerJishire  County  Bible  Society.— Tho  earliest  Bible  society  of  which 
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any  knowledge  is  had  was  insritnted  in  Enn::land,  in  1804,  and  was  known 
as  rlie  British  and  F()reign  Bible  Society.  In  1810  delegates  were  sent 
from  that  society  to  ^.'ew  York,  and  as  a  resull  of  their  visit  the  Ameri- 
can Bii)le  Society  was  lorined.  Soon  numerous  branch  societies  sprang 
lip,  among  the  earliest  of  whicli  was  the  Berkshire  Connty  Bible  Society. 
The  first  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  "Old  :Meeting  House" 
in  Pittsliekh  Jnly  ITth,  1817,  and  sixty- four  of  tlie  prominent  men  of  the 
county  were  enrolled  as  members.  The  records  of  the  society  from  the  be- 
ginning are  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  and  the  following  extract  from 
the  3*ecord  of  its  lir.-st  meeting  shows  tlie  two  objects  which  it  has  steadily 
pursued,  viz.,  tiie  supplying  the  destitute  at  home  and  the  aiding  in  the 
general  distribution  of  Bibles  tliroughout  the  vvorld.  "  llesolved  unani- 
mously, That  this  society  become  auxiliary  to  the  American  Bible  Society, 
and  that  the  surplus  funds  of  the  society,  after  the  destitute  within  the 
county  are  sup[>lied  with  Bibles,  l.)e  transmitted  annually  to  the  treasurer 
of  (he  American  Bible  Society." 

As  proof  of  the  lidelity  of  the  society  to  its  original  aim,  and  of  the 
work  it  has  accomplished,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  after  faithfully 
attending  to  the  wants  of  its  own  field  it  has  remitted  to  the  American 
Bible  Society  over  870,000  in  direct  donations,  and  over  830,000  on  book 
account.  "Xor  have  the  contributions  of  tliis  county  been  of  money  alone. 
Dr.  Brigham,  a  native  of  this  county,  was  for  thii'ty-six  years  secretary, 
and  for  four  years,  from  1840  to  1844,  Berkshire  county  supplied  all  the 
active  officers  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  At  the  p)resent  time  the 
county  is  represented  on  the  board  of  life  directors  by  eighteen  members. 

The  formation,  growth,  and  prosperity  of  the  society  have  in  no  small 
measure  been  duo  to  the  influence  and  earnest  work  of  its  officers,  which 
include  such  men  as  Hon.  William  Walker,  Rev.  Alvah  Hyde,  Hon.  Ed- 
ward A.  Newton,  Calvin  Martin,  Esq.,  Hon.  R.  F.  Barnard,  Hon.  W.  C. 
Phinkett,  Hon.  H.  11.  Childs,  Hon.  Julius  Rockwell,  Hon.  J.  Z.  Goodrich, 
Hon.  Joseijh  White,  and  Hon.  J.  M.  Barker,  who  have  been  its  presidents; 
and  Rev.  Samuel  Shepard.  Rev.  David  Dudley  Field,  Rev.  William  A. 
Hawley,  Rev.  H.  N.  Brinsmade,  Rev.  T.  S.  Clark,  Rev.  John  Todd,  Rev. 
E.  K.  Alden,  Henry  W.  Taft,  Esq.,  Rev.  R.  S.  Kendall,  Rev.  N.  H. 
Eggleston,  Alexander  Hyde,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  C.  D.  Mills,  who  have  been  its 
secretaries. 

The  society  meets  annually  at  Pittsfield  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
January,  and  its  present  officers  are  :  Milo  Stowell,  of  Hinsdale,  presi- 
dent ;  George  H.  Tucker,  of  Pittsfield,  treasuj'er  ;  and  Henry  R.  Pierson, 
of  Pittsheld,  secretary. 

Berl'sJiire  and  Columbia  Missionary  Society, — One  of  the  earliest  if 
not  the  earliest  missionary  society  organized  in  this  country  was  the 
Berkshire  and  Columbia  Missionary  Society.  It  was  organized  February 
21st,  1798,  by  23  members,  each  of  whom  was  a  member  by  the  payment 
of  one  dolUu'  a  yoa.r.  In  its  early  days  it  received  its  support  from  the 
churches  in  the  two  counties,  but  gradually  contributions  were  confined 
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to  Eerksliire  couiity,  and  ceased  allogetlier  when  tlie  larger  national  or- 
ganizations came  to  cover  the  field.  During  the  first  ;\ear  of  its  exist- 
ence it  sent  two  missionaries  to  the  Western  \Yilds,  which  were  then  the 
Susquehanna  vaHey  and  tlie  western  parts  of  Yerni^nt,  Nev/  York,  and 
Pennsylvanin.  Xortheastern  Berkshire  was  also  missionary  ground. 
Tlie  first  niissionaiies  were  Rev.  Joseph  Brogan  and  Rev.  Beriah  Eotcli- 
kin.  As  early  as  18(>5  tlie  society  acted  both  as  a  Bible  and  tract  society. 
It  was  in  that  year  that  a  gentleman  from  Boston  sent  tlie  society  five 
and  one  lialf  dozen  Bibles,  two  and  one  liaif  dozen  Testaments,  one  half 
dozen  Pj  iniers,  and  tliree  and  one  half  dozen  Dialogues.  In  ISOS  men- 
tion is  made  of  a  donation  of  Bibles,  Testaments,  Dialogues,  Primv-rs, 
Tracts,  and  '"Vincent  on  the  Catechism'',  from  Pittsheld.  In  1816  ^4:7  were 
given  by  the  Lenox  chiu'ch  to  distribute  Bibles  in  the  Louisiana  district. 
For  many  yea t's  the  donations  came  from  the  different  churches  in  tlie 
counties,  and  in  1808  mention  is  made  of  a  donation  of  sl2.3.)  from  the 
Female  Cent  Society  of  Lee.  In  1816  the  society  was  incorporated,  andt 
its  income  was  upward  of  61,000  a  year.  The  earlier  recoixls  of  the  soci- 
ety, except  the  treasurers  book,  have  been  lost.  For  many  years  the 
society  was  very  prosperous  and  did  a  great  deal  of  missionary  work, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  counties  of  Berksliire  and  Columbia.  ITpon  its 
records  are  the  annual  donations  of  the  Congregafional  and  Presbyterian 
churches,  and  for  officers  the  most  noted  divines  and  laymen  of  the  two 
counties.  Among  its  first  corporators  are  found  the  names  of  Jacob 
Catlin,  Alvah  Hyde,  Samuel  She])ard,  Ebenezer  Jennings,  and  Joseph 
Woodbridge.  The  objects  of  the  society  as  stated  in  its  charter,  are  "  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  means  of  Christian  knowledge  and  improve- 
ment by  the  distribution  of  pious  and  religious  books  and  tracts,  and  by 
sending  missionaries  among  the  inhabitants  of  our  own  land  who  are  des- 
titute of  religious  knowledge  and  instruction,  or  w^here  such  means  aie 
but  partially  provided;  and  also  to  aid  as  their  funds  will  permit  in 
spreading  the  light  of  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen." 

The  last  collections  for  the  society  by  the  churches  were  made  in 
1858,  and  in  that  year  by  only  two.  But  the  society  is  ke])t  in  exi-^tence 
by  a  small  fund  Avliichis  safely  invested,  and  its  income  is  amundly  ap- 
propriated to  feeble  churches  in  Berkshire  county.  The  present  ollicers 
are:  Rev.  Evarts  Scudder,  lU'esident ;  Henry  Piersun,  vice  president  ;  W. 
G.  Harding,  secretary;  J.  L.  Kilbon,  treasurer:  and  a  board  of  direcrors. 

BerJishire  Branch  of  tlte  Woman' s  Board  cf  Missions. — This  board 
comprises  the  New  England  and  Middle  States,  and  is  auxiliary  to  the 
Amei'ican  Board  of  Foreign  ^^lissions.  The  Berkshire  Branch  was  org:;n- 
ized.in  June,  1877.  Its  oi)ject  is  to  cultivate  a  missionary  spirit.  ti>  dis- 
seminate ndssionary  intelligence,  and  to  increase  the  ccdlcn-m  of  nuuiey 
for  ndssionary  purp<.»ses.  The  Branch  was  organized  with  ten  auxiliary 
societies  and.  fivH  mission  circles.  It  has  now  thirty  auxiliaries  and  ten 
mission  circles.  Tlie  total  numdoHrship  is  bctwe<ui  l.v><^0  and  l,70o,  and 
these  are  included  in  twenty- three  churches. 
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Since  its  organization  this  branch  has  contributed  about  $18,000  for 
missionary  purposes,  and  its  eflieiency  is  stead ih/  increasing. 

Th.e  presidents  of  the  Bi-aneh  ha\'e  been  :  Mrs.  Paul  A.  Chadbourne, 
of  Willianistown,  who  served  during  seven  years  ;  and  Mrs.  E.  F.  Gid- 
dings.  of  Kousatonic,  chosen  in  June,  1S84.  The  treasurer  from  the  first 
has  been  ^frs.  S.  X.  luissell  of  Pitislield.  The  corresponding  secretary' 
from  tht^  hrsr  has  been  j[is3  Elizabeth  A.  Morley,  of  Pittsfleid,  and  Mrs. 
S.  A.  AA^arriner,  of  lliiisdale,  has  been  recording  secretary.  The  liome 
secretary  during  seven  years  was  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Davis,  of  Pittsrield.  Mrs. 
AYilliam  B.  Plunkett,  of  Adams,  was  chosen  in  188-i. 

Bc/7,s7iire  Cuardj  ><aniL:^  School  Union. — This  was  orgtmized  at  a 
meeting  held  in  the  chapel  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Pitts- 
field,  April  11th,  1872.  The  object  of  tlie  Union,  as  set  forth  in  the 
second  section  of  tlie  constitution,  is  ''by  fraternal  intercourse  and 
cooperation  to  pi'omote  the  Sunday  School  work  in  this  county-" 

Tiie  Lnion  is  undenominational  in  character,  and  it  labors  in  accord 
witli  the  general  operations  of  the  State  Sunday  School  Association. 

The  pastors,  officers,  and  teachers  of  all  the  evangelical  Sunday 
schools  in  tlie  county  are  members  of  this  Union.  Meetings  are  held 
annually  at  such  plaxes  as  are  agreed  on  by  the  Union,  and  at  other 
times  and  places  at  tlie  option  of  the  executive  committee.  At  these 
meetings  there  are  devotional  exercises,  addresses,  questions,  criticisms, 
and  discussions  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  Sunday  school  work,  and  it 
is  believed  that  thus  the  Union  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  promot- 
ing the  efficiency  of  Sunday  schools  throughout  tlie  county. 

The  presidents  of  the  Union  have  been :  Alexander  Hyde,  of  Lee  ; 
Charles  Pixley.  Great  Barrington  ;  \Y.  C.  Plunkett,  South  Adams  :  James 
Francis,  Pittsfleid;  A.  Ostrander,  Lee:  T.  F.  Munger,  Xorth  Adams; 
G.  W.  Gile,  Pittsheld  ;  L.  S.  Rowland,  Lee  ;  C.  W.  Mallery,  flousatonic; 
George  Skene,  Pittsfleid  :  George  F.  Mills,  Willianistown.  The  secre- 
taries have  been :  George  B.  Perry,  North  Adams  ;  J.  L.  Kilbon,  Lee :  F. 
Clark,  George  E.  Foster,  F.  S.  Parker,  F.  T.  West,  Pittsfleid. 

CAPITAL  CRIMES  IX  BERKSHIRE. 

There  have  been  eight  executions  by  hanging  in  this  county,  of 
which  tw^o  were  for  burglary,  three  for  rape,  and  three  for  murder.  The 
first  was  December  6th,  1787,  when  John  Bly,  an  Knglishman,  and 
Charles  Rose  were  hung  for  burglaries  committed  in  Lanesboro,  under 
the  pretense  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  insurgents  during  Shays  rebel- 
lion. Executions  for  burglary  were  not  uncommon  a!;  that  period.  'Vhe 
second  was  that  of  Ephraim  Wheeler,  of  Windsor,  Decemf^er  Gth,  180o, 
for  rape  committed  on  his  own  daughter.  There  was  some  doubt  as  to 
his  guilt,  the  girl,  who  was  the  principal  witness  against  him,  being  of 
weak  mind. 

On  the  ISth  of  November,  1813,  Ezra  Hutchinson,  of  Stoclvbridge, 
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was  liiiiig  for  rape  on  Sally  Bates.  The  partioulars  of  tliis  case  are  not 
accessible. 

On  the  '^rtrh  of  Noveu"!l)er,  1819.  Peter  Jolrnson,  a  negro,  of  Sheilield, 
was  hnng  for  a  rape  connnirted  on  Charity  Booth,  nnder  circunisrances 
of  i^eculiar  atrocity.  The  criminal  overcame  her  sti'enuons  resistance 
and  thi-eatened  deatli  to  her  and  her  two  children  who  were  alone  with 
her.  On  the  morning  of  the  execution  he  wns  tal-ien  from  the  jail  to  tlie 
meeling  honse  where  an  appropriate  sermon  was  prenclied  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Bradford,  of  Sheihehh  Thence  he  was  taken  to  the  gallows,  v^diei-e  a  fnll 
confession  was  read,  and  he  was  execnted  in  the  presence  of  a  large  con- 
con  rse  of  ]K^ople. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Saninel  P.  Charles,  an  Oneida  Indian,  vsdio 
had  livt'd  some  time  at  West  Stockbridge,  and  who  was  hnng  November 
26th,  1S2G,  for  the  murder  of  Joel  Freeman,  a  colored  man,  by  shooting, 
in  a  drunken  brawl  at  Richmond.  He  was  ably  defended  by  Thomas 
Robinson  an<l  George  N.  Briggs  (afterward  governor  of  the  State)  but 
was  convicted,  principally  on  the  evidence  of  his  own  brother.  Tradition 
says  that  the  bi'other  on  his  death  bed  confessed  that  he  himself  tired 
the  fatal  shot,  and  that  Sa,m  was  innocent.  In  an  account  of  this  execu- 
tion given  by  a  paper  at  that  time  it  was  said:  Early  in  the  morning 
the  poor  condemned  criminal  w^as  taken  from  the  jail  to  the  old  court 
honse  where  a  impropriate  religions  services  were  performed  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Shepard.  Thence  the  prisoner  was  taken  to  the  gallows  guarded  by  a 
military  corps  of  cavalry  and  light  infantry;  and  we  are  told  that  not 
less  than  eight  thousand  persons  were  present  to  witness  the  painful 
scene.-'    He  protested  his  innocence  in  incoherent  words  on  the  scaffold. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1862,  there  was  perpetrated  one  (^f  the 
most  atrocious  crimes  that  ever  stained  the  annals  of  Berkshire.  That 
day,  Sunday,  George  A.  Jones,  who  lived  at  Cold  Spring,  in  Otis,  went 
to  church,  while  his  wife,  Emily,  with  two  children  of  two  and  four 
years  went  to  pick  Idaekberries.  On  Mr.  Jones'  return  from  churcli  his 
w"ife  and  childi'en  were  missing.  A  general  search  the  next  day  resnltt-d 
in  discovering  tln^  bodies  of  the  missing  ones  hidden  under  an  old  brush 
fence,  and  covered  with  brush  and  leaves,  their  heads  nrangled  in.  a  nu>st 
shocking  manner.  ACarks  on  the  body  of  the  wonnin  gave  evidence  of  a 
fiendish  outrage  by  more  than  one  man.  Tliere  was  evidence  of  a  des- 
perate struggle.  Three  or  four  negr')es  were  arrested,  but  it  was  possi- 
ble to  convict  only  one.  a  mulatto  named  James  Calleiuler,  and  him  only 
on  the  evidence  of  his  father,  who  was  believed  to  have  been  at  least  an 
equal  x><^i'fif-'ip^iut  in  the  hellish  crime,  but  who  could  not  be  legally  con- 
victed. 

The  sentence  was  executed  on  Friday,  November  6th,  186rs,  in  pres- 
ence of  200  citizens  from  different  })arts  of  the  county  aiul  State,  and 
several  of  the  relations  t)f  the  murdered  woman,  as  well  as  rh,e  tVitinu'  of 
the  criniinal,  who,  at  his  sun's  request,  was  compelled  t')  bt.^  present.  On 
the  scaifold  Callender  said  :       haint  got  much  to  say,  only  the  old  man 
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tilled  my  head  with  rniii,  and  led  me  into  it  with  him  to  kill  Mrs.  Jones 
and  the  children,  nnd  now  he  has  left  me  here  to  hano-.  That's  all  I've 
got  to  say." 

The  last  who  suh'eied  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  in  Berkshire 
connty  was  Jolm  L.  Ten  Eyck,  a  negro,  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
David  Stillman,  in  Slietlield.  ^Ir.  S.  was  a  carpenter  and  a  farmer,  aged 
eighty,  and  Ins  wife  was  seventy  years  of  age.  The}'  were  found,  dead 
and  c(j]d,  c-n  the  morning  of  Novendjer  30th,  ISGP),  their  skulls  having 
been  shattered,  evidently  by  an  axe  that  was  found  in  the  house.  An 
attem|)t  had  been  made  to  lire  the  hor.se. 

Suspicion  at  once  rested  on  Ten  Eyck,  who  was  soon  arrested,  and 
Avas  only  saved  fvuni  lynching  by  the  othcers  in  charu'e  of  him.  Ko  other 
motive  than  ro'obery  and  an  enmity  that  he  felt  toward  Mr.  Stillman  for 
having  charged  him  witli  stealing  fowls,  was  known. 

Tie  was  tried,  coiivicted,  and  sentenced.  A  remarkable  featnre  of  his 
trial  was  the  voluntary  appearance  of  his  brother  to  testify  against  him. 
He  iirndy  asserted  to  tlie  last  that  he  was  innocent.  He  was  executed  on 
the  16th\>f  August,  1S7S. 

All  the  executions  prior  to  that  in  1863  were  at  Lenox,  and  public. 
Thousands  flocked  to  witness  them.  The  first  took  place  in  what  was 
then  a  pasture,  but  which  afterward  became  the  garden  of  Judge  Roek- 
Avell  ;  all  after  that  were  on  what  was  long  knowm  as  Gallows  Hill,  a 
beautiful  elevation  on  v>  hich  the  late  William  Emery  Sedgwick  built  a 
costly  mansion. 

At  the  time  of  the  lirst  executions  the  jail  stood  on  the  Stockbridge 
road,  half  a  mile  south  of  Lenox  village,  a  mile  from  Gallow^s  Hill.  At 
each  execution  the  considerable  space  betv/een  the  two  points  was  trav- 
ersed by  a  solemn  procession,  led  by  the  high  sheriff  on  horseback, 
bearing  his  official  sword,  and  wearing  his  sash  and  other  official  dress. 
The  condemned  rode  in  a  cart  with  their  coffins.  A  military  escort 
marched  to  the  sound  of  life  and  drum,  which  played  a  dead  march  (jii 
the  way  to  the  gallows,  and  the  liveliest  of  tunes  on  their  return.  The 
clergy  generally  attended  in  a  body.  In  short,  every  effoi't  was  made  to 
render  the  scene  impi-essive,  with  what  effect  moi-alists  may  dilTei'  in  theii- 
estimate. 

Besides  those  vvdio  were  executed,  and  those  wlu)  were  sentenced  f>u' 
high  treason  and  pardoned,  there  have  been  at  h'nst  three  sentences  to 
death  passed  in  this  connty. 

In  the  sT3ring  of  ISOi  a  young  couple  who  had  eloped  from  their  place 
of  residence  in  the  State  of  New  Yoi'k,  were  pursued  by  the  giiTs  fritMuls 
and  found  in  New  Ashford.  The}'  went  to  their  ch;unber  where  they 
were  soon  afterward  found  with  theii'  throats  ciiL  The  giil  was  dead, 
but  the  man  recoverevl  ;  and  though  he  asserted  that  i\u'y  had  both  at- 
tempted suicide,  in  which  slie  liad  succeeded,  he  was  (.'onvicted  of  niui'- 
der  and  sentenced  to  death.  Governor  Andrews  commute'l  the  sentence 
to  imprisonment  for  life. 
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On  tlie  evening  of  September  1st.  18G1,  Mrs.  Jane  L.  Collins  was 
fatally  stabbed  witii  an  old  bayonet,  by  her  Avortliless  hnsband,  because 
she  could  not  supply  liini  from  her  earnings  with  as  much  money  as  he 
desired.  After  killing  his  wife  he  songht  rhe  life  of  liis  daughter,  and 
dangerously  w(uinded  a  nu\n  who  attempted  to  stop  liim.  He  was  con- 
victed of  murd(U'  and  Sfuitenced  to  death.  He  expressed  regret  that  he 
did  not  succeed  in  killing  Ids  daughter.  Governor  Andrews  commuted 
his  sentence  to  lifelong  imprisonment. 

Daniel  Gleason,  of  Xorth  Adams,  not  twenty-one  years  of  age,  plead 
giiilty  (o  the  mnrder  of  his  wife  of  seventeen.  His  case  was  examined 
by  the  executive  council  and  his  sentence  v.as  commuted  because,  as  it 
ai)]»eared.  he  had  cause  for  jealousy. 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 


TOWNS  OF  ADAMS  AND  NORTH  ADAMS. 


By  Hon.  S.  Peoctor  Thayer. 


TopogTaphy.— Grants  and  Surveys.— Foi-t  Massachusetts. —Sale  of  East  Hoc-suck  ToNrnslxip.— 
First  Meeting  of  Proprietors. — Incorporation  of  tlie  Town  of  Adams. — Early  To-vn 
Meetings. — Tlie  Revolution, — Sliays  Rebellion. — The  Settlers  and  their  Locations. — 
Josiah  Holbrook  and  Israel  Jones. — Parker's  Tavern. — First  Stores. — Brickmaking. — 
Politics. — Early  Roads. 


"^HE  old  to\vn  of  Adams  Avhieli  formerly  comprised  tiie  villages  of 


X  North  Adanis  and  South  Adams,  occupied  the  summits. of  Hoosac 
and  Saddle  Mountains  and  tlie  interjacent  valley.  Tliis  territory  is  di- 
vided into  two  nearly  equal  parts,  by  the  south  bianch  of  the  Hoosac 
Kiver,  which  traverses  the  bottom  of  the  valley.  Of  these  two  parts,  the 
eastern  is  formed  by  the  western  slope  of  the  Hoosac  Mountain,  which, 
in  the  lirst  two  thirds  of  its  descent,  is  steep  and  reguiar,  constituting  a 
lofty  wall  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  town,  but  in  the  remaining  por- 
tion it  sinks  by  broken  and  irregular  depressions.  The  western  half  of 
the  town  was  composed  of  tlie  two  eastern  ridges  of  the  Saddle  Mountain, 
the  valley  between  them,  and  the  valley  which  opens  a  passage  for  the 
Hoosac  toward  Williamstovrn.  The  latter  valley  is  a  continuation  of  the 
principal  valley  that  constituted  the  settled  and  most  valuable  part  of 
the  town.  At  the  bend,  it  is  narrowed  up  by  the  East  Ridge,  which  pro- 
trudes itself  northward  almost  to  the  base  of  tlie  opposite  mountain, 
crowding  the  two  branches  of  the  Hoosac  into  one  channel.  Toward  the 
w^est  the  hills  retire  southward  and  leave  a  beautiful  tract  of  meadow,  on 
the  south  of  which  rises  tlie  main  body  of  Saddle  Mountain  in  a  majestic 
and  comely  form,  ])arting  near  the  sunnnit  ami  forming  an  ele\  ated  valley 
of  elevated  pasture  ground.  Along  this  valley  the  line  pijssed  betw<'«?n 
Adams  and  Williamstown.  Tlie  eastern  ridge  of  the  nu)unfain  projects 
a  mile  further  north.  The  two  ridges  embraced  u  ithin  the  line  of  Adam.^ 
converge  toward  the  south  and  meet  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
commencement  of  the  shortest  ridge.  Tiie  tapering  valley  bttw^-eii  them 
is  called  the     Notch."    By  the  union  of  the  two  eastern  ridges  and  the 
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abrupt  teniiination  of  the  western  ridge  in  Williamstown  is  formed  the 
].)eak  known  as  Greylock,"  wliicli  is  tlie  highest  kind,  in  the  cornnion- 
wealrh. 

The  mean  widtli  of  rhe  Hoosac  valley  in  the  okl  town  of  Adams  is 
about  half  a  niik\  In  som.e  x^kices  it  is  nearly  interrupted  by  spurs  from 
the  adjacent  mountain,  shooting  out  to  the  bed  of  the  stream.  The  di- 
rection of  the  valley  is  northeast,  till  it  passes  an  abrupt  projecrion  from 
the  eastern  ridge  of  Saddle  ^-fountain  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
xsorth  Adams,  when  it  turm  due  north,  passes  around  that  ridge  and 
leads  tl^e  Hoosac  into  Williamstown.  The  streams  of  water  in  Adams 
are  few  ;  tlie  two  brandies  of  the  Hoosac,  with  their  small  tributaries,  all 
passing  out  of  Adams,  comprise  the  whole.  The  South  Branch,  coming 
in  from  Cheshire,  receives  from  the  east,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  South 
Adams,  Dry  Brook,  which  in  freshets  is  generally  larger  tlian  the  main 
branch,  but  which  during  a  part  of  the  year  is  entirely  dry.  A  quarter 
of  a  mile  below  it  receives  from  the  west  mountain  Hoxie's  Brook,  and 
half  a  mile  north  of  Soutli  Adams  it  receives  Topliet  Brook  from  the  east. 
The  South  Branch,  on  its  way  northward,  receives  only  a  few  rivulets, 
v\diich  How  a  part  of  the  year  from  the  adjacent  mountains,  until  it  meets 
the  Xorth  Brancli.  Hudson's  Brook  falls  into  the  north  branch  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  above.  About  a  mile  west  of  Xorth  Adams  a  small 
but  rapid  stream  comes  down  from  the  '-Xotch,''  and  a  mile  farther  on 
another  from  the  north  mountain  falls  into  the  Hoosac,  which  thus  be- 
comes the  common  outlet  of  all  the  waters  of  the  town. 

Hudson's  Brook  has  v/orn  a  channel  thirty  rods  long,  in  some  places 
sixty  feet  deep,  through  a  quarry  of  white  marble.  The  mass  of  rock 
terminates  toward  the  south  in  a  steep  precipice.  Down  this  precipice 
water  once  fell  ;  but  finding  in  some  places  natural  chasms,  and  in  others 
wearing  away  the  rocks  themselves,  it  has  obtained  a  passage,  the  chan- 
nel being  about  fifteen  feet  wide.  Two  masses  of  rock,  oue  of  which  lies 
ten  or  twelve  feet  above  the  other,  span  the  stream  like  bridges.  The 
lower  bridge  is  finely  arched  and  the  stream  has  worn  itself  a  bed  more 
than  fifty  feet  beneath.  When  the  v/ater  is  low  persons  can  walk  through 
the  channel  under  the  bridsre.  A  cave,  formed  bv  the  action  of  rhe  water, 
and  sufilciently  capacious  to  admit  of  a  man's  crawling  in  upon  his  hamls 
and  knees  and  standing  erect  in  some  places,  exists  a  little  west  of  rhe 
toij  of  the  chasm.  There  are  two  openings  into  the  cave,  which  formerly 
served  as  an  inlet  and  an  outlet  for  tlu.^  water,  and  it  is  probable  that  rhe 
cave  was  once  full  of  earth,  which  was  washed  out  by  the  water  as  if  ex- 
plored the  interior  of  th^^  hill,  to  make  for  itself  a  passage  to  the  valley 
below. 

If  tradition  may  be  believed  tills  ravine  and  bridge  were  discovered 
by  a  hunter  named  Hudson,  who  gave  his  name  to  the  brook  and  falls. 
He  was  returning  to  Ins  home  one  evening,  dragging  a  fat  de^r  by  the 
legs,  and  clambering  along  the  wild,  precipitous  spot,  vvhen  the  deer  sud- 
denly slid  from  his  grasp  and  fell  crashing  a  long  distance  below.    It  was 
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too  dark  to  search  for  \t  tluil  night,  but  on  retujiiing  the  next  day  he 
discovered  the  carcnss  of  the  deer  at  the  bottom  of  a  dee]:)  l  avine  and  was 
amazed  at  his  own  narrow  escnpe  from  a  similar  fall  over  tlie  side  of  tlie 
natural  bridge. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1737,  or  early  in  January  in  the  year 
1733,  Captain  Thomas  Wells  petitioned  the  Legislature  that  the  lands 
lying  on  the  TIoosmc  River  shouhl  be  surs^eyed,  divided  into  settling  lots, 
and  thrown  operi  to  actual  settlers.  These  lands  comprised  the  present 
towns  of  Adams,  Xortli  Adams,  and  Williamsiown.  The  original  peti- 
tion is  missing  froui  the  State  papers  at  Boston,  but  this  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  conmiittee,  who  reported  thereon  as  follows  : 

The  comrait'iee  having  considered  the  rnemoria]  of  Captain  Thomas  Wells  are 
himibly  of  the  opinion, 

"  That  two  tracts  of  the  unappropriated  land  of  the  Province  of  the  contents  of 
six  miles  square  each  be  surveyed  and  laid  by  a  surveyor  and  chain  men  on  oath  on 
Hoosuck  River  by  direction  of  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  Court  and  Platts 
returned  to  this  Court  for  confirmation  which  committee  shall  be  empowered  to  ad- 
mit sixty  settlers  into  each  of  said  townships  and  to  take  a  bond  of  each  settler  for 
the  sum  of  Twenty  p^ound,  for  the  performance  of  the  conditions  hereafter  mention- 
ed, that  a  sixty-third  part  of  each  township  be  reserved  for  the  first  settled  minister 
and  the  like  quantity  for  the  ministry  and  the  like  quantity  for  the  use  of  the  school 
and  that  the  remaining  part  of  each  of  said  townships  be  granted  to  the  settlers  ad- 
mitted as  aforesaid  (viz)  to  each  settler  a  sixty-tiiird  part  of  such  township  whereunto 
he  shall  be  admitted  as  a  settler  on  condition  that  each  settler  or  grantee  shall  pay 
B  his  proportionate  part  of  the  charge  of  the  committee  and  of  tlie  survey  and  that 
he  his  Heirs  or  assigns  sliall  within  three  years  from  the  confirmation  of  the  platt 
build  and  finish  a  suitable  and  convenient  dwelling  house  on  his  respective  right  and, 
shall  likewise  within  five  years  from  sd.  confirmation  Plough  or  bring  to  English 
Grass  fit  for  mowing  six  acres  of  such  land,  and  that  they  do  within  s'd  five  years 
build  a  convenient  meeting  house  for  the  Publick  v/orship  of  God  and  settle  a 
learned  orthodox  minister  in  each  of  s'd  towns. 

"  The  committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  a  letter  be  sent  froai  this  govern- 
ment to  the  government  of  New  York,  once  more  to  pray  them  to  joyn  commission- 
ers with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  this  court  for  settling  the  boundaries  between 
this  government  and  that  of  New  York. 

*'  In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  committee,        "  John'  Stoddard." 

This  report  was  read  in  the  upper  branch  of  the  Legislature:  then 
the  Council  was  sent  down  to  the  lower  brancli  which  proposed  several 
amendments  wliich  were  rejected  by  the  Council  :  the  two  branches 
finally  came  together  as  follows: 

In  Council  January  25th,  1738 — Read  and  non-concurred,  and  ordered  th.if 
Ephraim  William'^,  Esq.,  with  such  as  shall  be  joined  by  the  Hon'ble  House  a  com- 
mittee carefully  to  view  the  land  situate  on  or  near  Hoosuck  River;  and  if  they  find 
the  land  accomm.odable  for  inhabitants,  that  tliey  survey  and  lay  out  one  or  more 
townships  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  and  Return  a  Plat  or  Plats  thereof  to 
this  Court  at  their  next  May  session  with  an  account  of  the  Quanti'y  and  Quality  of 
the  said  land,  so  that  this  Court  may  dispose  thereof  as  ihcy  siiall  think  proper. 

**  J.  \ViLL.\RD,  Scc'y." 


"A  Plan  of  23,040  Acres  of  Land 
lying  on  East  Side  of  Ashshuwitbiook 
KivRr  and  South  Brfinch  of  Hoosauk 
River,  beg'ing  at  «.  IJerjIock  Tree 
tBarkd.o+. 

"  Surveyed   May  1739,   by  the 
needle  of  the  surveying  Instruraent, 
"By  Mk.  Nath.  Kellogg, 

SarvevOi'. 


 /V?^ 
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"Sent  down  for  concurrence.  In  the  Mouse  of  Rep'tives  January  26th,  1738. 
Read  and  concurred  and  Thomas  Wells  is  joyned  in  the  affair. 


In  May,  IToO.  r]ii=^  committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  repaired 
to  the  Hoosac  River,  and  with  the  aid  of  Timothy  Dwight  and  Xathan 
Kellogg,  surveyors,  laid  out  three  townships  lying  along  its  banks  and 
submitted  to  the  Legislature,  in  June  of  that  year,  the  following  report: 

"  Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Great  and  Supreme  Court  or  Assembly  of  this 
Province  in  Jan'y  last  we  the  subscribers  have  carefully  viewed  the  lands  on  and 
near  the  Floosuck  River  and  finding  the  same  very  accornmodable  for  settlement 
have  by  the  assistance  of  Timothy  Dwight,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Nathan  Kellogg,  survey's, 
laid  out  three  townships  each  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square.  Two  of  whicli  are 
adjoyning  and  lye  on  Hoosuck  River  the  other  on  Mayoonsok,  being  the  northern 
branch  thereof  about  three  miles  northward  of  the  lowest  of  the  two  towns  all  which 
will  fully  appear  by  the  plans  herewith  humbly  presented  we  have  not  perfected  all 
the  lines  occasioned  by  the  Great  Opposition  we  met  with  from  Sundry  Gent'n  from 
Albany  a  particular  account  of  which  we  are  ready  to  lay  before  ye  Excellency  and 
Honours  if  thereto  required  and  are  your  Excellency's  and  Hon's  most  obedient  and 
dutiful  servants. 

"Boston  June  6th,  1739. 


The  townships  laid  out  were  West  Hoosuck,  afterward  Williams- 
town,  East  Hoosuck,  afterward  Adams,  and  Clarksburg,  which  originally 
included  part  of  the  territory  of  Florida.  The  map  which  accompanied 
the  report,  however,  shows  only  the  township  of  East  Hoosuck  and  part 
of  the  township  of  VV^est  Hoosuck,  as  will  be  readily  seen.  This  map  was 
made  by  Xathan  Kellogg,  surveyor,  and  ir  is  the  hrst  map  ever  made  in 
the  town  of  Adams. 

The  rei3ort  of  the  committee  was  read  in  the  lov/er  brancli  of  rlie 
Legislature  on  the  7tii  of  June,  1739,  and  in  the  Council  on  the  Srii  of 
June  in  the  same  year.  The  Council  ordered  "that  William  Dudley.  Jacob 
Wendell  and  Joseph  Wilson,  with  such  as  shall  be  joined  by  the  Hon'ble 
House  of  Kepresenratives,  be  a  committee  to  take  under  consideration 
the  above  report  with  the  plat  therein  mentioned  and  nuike  report  as 
soon  as  may  be  what  may  ]>e  proper  f(.)r  the  Court  to  do  therein." 

On  the  16th  of  June,  a  few  days  after,  the  House  of  Representtit ives 
'•joined  in  this  affair"  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  John  Chandler,  William 
Pynchon,  and  Joseph  I) wight.  This  committee  reported  in  the  f(Jlowi ng 
words: 

"  The  committee  to  wliom  was  referred  the  Report  of  Captain  Williams  and 
Wells  and  their  doings  with  the  platt  of  the  three  townships  lately  surveyed  and  liid 
out  at  or  on  Ploosuck  River  &c.  Offer  as  their  opinion  that  for  the  belter  securing 
the  undoubted  rights  this  governm't  have  to  tiiose  and  otb.er  lands  thereabout  lying  in 
this  province  that  the  most  northerly  of  the  tiiree  townships  aforesviid  of  Ihe  contents 


J.  QuiNCv,  Sp'kr. 


*'  Consented  to, 


J.  Belcher. 
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ol"  six  miles  square  adjoyning  thereto  and  southward  thereof  which  the  said  Williams 
and  Wells  had  not  time  to  take  a  survey  of  tho'  well  assured  of  it  and  acconamodable 
for  a  town  and  whereon  some  few  people  have  already  got  and  inhabit;  Bee 
granted  to  such  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  as  will  effectually  settle  the  same  in  the 
space  of  two  years  with  fifty  or  sixty  familys  on  each  tract  and  'give  sufficient  bonds 
therefor  and  that  there  be  sequestered  a  sufficient  portion  thereof  for  the  ministry  in 
each  township  and  to  pay  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
Province  treasury  what  has  been  expended  in  this  affair  as  also  such  other  sums  and 
according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  as  this  Court  shall  order  and  that  a  committee 
be  accordingly  appointed  and  as  to  the  other  two  tracts  surveyed  and  platted  as 
aforesaid  that  they  be  disposed  of  as  this  Court  shall  order  and  thai  the  government 
of  New  York  be  inforn^.ed  by  proper  letters  of  the  Resolution  of  this  Court  herein 
and  that  we  are  ready  to  ioin  commissioners  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  them 
for  the  staking  and  perambulating  the  bounds  between  each  province  according  to  the 
prior  grant.    All  which  is  submitted  by  order  of  the  committee, 

William  Dudley. 

"  Dated  the  21st  June,  1739." 

This  report  was  accepted  by  the  Legislature,  but  nothing  further  was 
done  until  the  18th  of  April,  1749,  ten  years  after,  when  the  Legislature 
adopted  the  following  order  : 

"In  the  House  of  Rep'ves  April  i8th,  1749,  Ordered  that  Col.  Dwight  and  Col. 
Choate  v.-ith  such  as  the  Hon'ble  board  shall  joyn  be  a  committee  to  Repair  to  the  Prov- 
ince lands  near  Hoosuck  as  soon  as  may  be  with  a  skillful  surveyor  and  chainmen 
under  oath  and  lay  out  two  townships  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  in  the  best 
of  the  land  and  in  as  regular  form  as  may  be,  joyning  them  together  and  Return  a 
con-ect  plat  of  said  townships  to  this  Court  for  their  further  order  thereon.  And 
also  that  the  same  committee  be  directed  to  Return  an  account  of  the  course  and 
distance  the  said  tovrnships  bear  from  Fort  Massachusetts  and  as  near  as  tiiey  can 
the  quantity  of  intervale  land  contained  in  each  township  and  what  the  quality  of  the 
soil  adjoyning  to  the  said  township  is, 
.    "  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

"  W.  Thirlby. 

**  In  Council  April  19th,  1749,  Read  and  concurred  and  Oliver  Partridge,  Esq., 
is  joined  in  the  affair. 

"  J.  WiLLARD,  Sec'y. 

"  Concurred, 

"  W.  Thirlby." 

This  committee  went  to  work  in  October,  1749,  and  what  they  did 
may  be  read  in  their  own  language. 

"The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  in  April  last  to 
repair  to  the  province  lands  near  Hoosuck  to  lay  out  Two  Townships  of  the  contents 
of  six  miles  square  report: 

That  on  the  26th  day  of  Octo.  the  Com'tte  v/ent  from  Hatfield  and  the  next 
day  came  to  Fort  Massachusetts  i^avmg  obtained  Mr.  Nath'l  Dwight  a  skilful  sur- 
veyor to  survey  the  Townships)  the  next  day  we  went  out  to  view  the  lands.  Order- 
ed the  surveyor  to  measure  the  distance  from  the  fort  to  the  line  that  is  run  between 
this  governraent  a:id  Xcw  Hanrpsliire  (v/hich  was  run  some  tunc  ^mcc  by  Mr.  Ha'-:.cn) 
and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  following  v,'e  proceeded  to  view  the  lands.    In  the 
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meantime  directed  the  surveyor  to  take  the  course  and  distances  of  the  adjacent 
mountains  and  wlicn  we  had  sufficiently  satisfied  ourselves  in  what  form  the  town- 
ships should  be  laid  out  we  directed  the  surveyor  to  lay  them  out  agreeable  to  the 
plan  herewith  presented  (having  caused  the  Surveyor  and  chainmen  to  be  sworn). 
On  the  west  side  of  the  west  town  lays  a  range  of  mountains  and  between  the  two 
townships  lays  another  range  of  mountains  over  which  the  dividing  line  runs.  As 
to  the  Quantity  of  Intervale  contained  in  the  townships  we  made  no  particular  meas- 
ure thereof  by  the  surveyor  but  carefully  viewed  the  townships  and  would  inform  tliat 
the  Rivers  running  through  the  ceiUer  ot  the  east  township  for  more  than  four  miles 
northerly  and  southerly  and  about  hi'lf  a  mile  east  and  west  appears  rich  and  fjood  a 
considerable  part  thereof  is  intervale.  In  the  west  township  there  is  not  so  great  a 
quantity  of  intervale  but  a  very  valuable  and  large  tract  of  land  in  the  rniddie  of  the 
township,  insomuch  that  the  Com'tee  do  esteem  the  West  Township  the  most 
valuable.  Great  ])art  of  the  Land  in  both  townships  is  considerably  Loaded  with 
timber — as  to  the  Quality  of  the  Lands  adjoining  to  S'd  Townships  the  Com'tee 
would  inform  That  in  the  East  of  s'd  Townships  lies  the  Great  Hoosuck  !\Iountaia 
(so  called;  which  i^  about  seven  miles  from  side  to  side  on  which  mountain  there  is  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  land  for  a  township  or  Two  a  great  part  of  it  valuable.  Between 
the  North  line  of  the  East  Town  and  the  province  line  the  land  is  mountainous  and 
broken. 

"  And  the  Land  on  the  South  of  s'd  Towns  is  some  very  poor  Broken  and  some 
of  it  good  acromuKjdable  for  llie  st-ttlement. 

"All  which  is  humbly  submitted  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Com'tee. 

"  O.  V.  Partridge. 

"November  loth,  1749. 

"  In  Council  December  Sth,  read  and  sent  down." 

East  Hoosiick  or  Adams  was  laid  out  seven  miles  long  from  north  to 
south,  and  hve  miles  broad  from  east  to  west ;  the  east  and  west  lines 
running  along  the  summits  of  the  mountains  forming  the  valley  of  the 
south  branch  of  the  Hoosac  River.  It  was  the  only  township  in  the  county 
of  perfectly  regular  form.  A  plan  was  prepared  by  Nathaniel  Dwiglir 
and  on  this  plan  were  designated  as  monuments,  marking  ,  the  corner 
bounds  of  the  township,  trees  bearing  the  initials  of  the  surveyor  and  of 
the  several  members  of  the  committee.  The  township-)  projected  was, 
in  form,  a  p)nrallelogTam,  2,300  poles  in  length  and  1,G()0  poles  in 
width,  allowing  "one  rod  in  twenty  for  stray  chain,"  and  contained, 
therefore,  almost  precisely  the  area  required  by  the  General  Court,  which 
was,  "  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square." 

In  the  year  1750  the  State  granted  2i)0  acres  of  land  in  East  Hoosuck, 
on  condition  that  there  should  be  reserved  f  I'om  it  ten  acres  for  a  fort  and 
should  be  built  and  kept  in  repair  for  twenty  years  a  saw  and  grist  mill. 
This  20(^  acres  was  situate  about  a  mile  below  the  union  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Hoosac  Rivei'  and  compiised  tlie  pi-esent  Harrison  farm. 
Upon  the  ten  acres  reserved  from  it  was  built  Fort  Massachusetts.  The 
history  of  this  fort  properly  belongs  with  the  history  of  Berkshire  cou!ity, 
but  there  are  many  iucidenis  relatiiig  to  its  early  history  which  c*.)nceru 
that  of  East  Hoosuck. 
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It  is  probable  tliiit  at  least  tliree  f(.>urtlis  of  an  acre  of  land  wei'e  iii- 
clndecl  within  the  stockade,  and  that  in  this  enclosure  there  were  live  or 
six  block  houses  with  families  resident  therein. 

The  site  of  the  fort,  as  is  well  known,  is  in  tlie  meadow  whicli  forms 
part  of  the  Harrison  farm,  lying  in  Nortli  Adams  near  the  Williams 
town  line. 

Cax)tain  Clement  Harrison,  who  purchased  rhe  farm  <jf  the  adminis- 
trators of  Israel  Junes,  in  1830,  discovered  in  liis  work  of  renovating  the 
soil  many  relics  of  the  old  fort,  whicli  are  signihcant  ;  hundreds  of  bul- 
lets, corroded  and  turned  white  ;  Indian  arrow  heads,  curiously  carved 
fromi  flint  ;  a  metal  tomahawk;  the  muzzle  of  a  sm.all  cannon;  i^^ieces  of 
pots  and  kettles  ;  broken  bottles  in  which  the  pretended  "good  lio^uor" 
of  former  days  was  contained  ;  a  silver  spoon,  with  a  very  large  and 
nearly  round  bowl  ;  strongly  made  but  badly  rusted  jackdvuives  were 
among  these  curious  and  suggestive  mementos.  Captain  Harrison,  from 
the  indications  discovered  in  clearing  up  that  part  of  the  farm  wdiere  the 
fort  stood,  was  of  the  opinion  tliat  there  were  six  different  houses  or  log 
cabins  within  the  enclosure,  scattered  three  or  four  rods  apart ;  and  that 
the  enclosure  may  have  been  double  the  size  mentioned  above,  or  orie  and 
one  half  to  two  acres.  Solid  large  beams  of  pine  timber  vrere  found  in 
one  i^lace,  and  xnles  of  brick  where  the  six  chimneys  had  stood. 

Southw-est  of  the  fort,  and  near  where  now  stands  an  apple  tree,  was 
the  burial  ground.  A  head-stone  was  found  half  buried  in  the  ground, 
in  the  summer  of  1852,  and  carried  to  Williams  College,  by  Captain  Har- 
rison's permission.  The  stone  was  shaped  like  tiie  letter  Fwitli  the  bot- 
tom cut  oft".  It  was  a  common  dark  stone  and  had  never  been  wrought, 
except  to  cut  an  inscription  upon  its  face,  which  read  as  follows: 

Juxi:  12,  174o 
E.  Ni^r  At.  26  y. 

In  the  grave  beneath  this  stone  the  partially  decayed  skeleton  of  a 
man  was  found,  and  lodged  in  one  of  the  vertebrae  was  the  bulkn  which 
caused  his  death.  This  bone  is  now  preserved  in  the  museum  of  Wil 
liams  College.  Tradition  states  that  this  young  man,  Elisha  JSTims,  was 
shot  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1745,  while  obtaining  water  from  a  spring 
on  the  outside  of  the  fort. 

In  the  burial  ground  near  the  fort  were  four  other  small  head-stones, 
but  they  bore  no  inscription  and  they  have  disappeared.  During  the 
ministry  of  liev.  John  Alden,  of  North  Adams,  there  was  an  effort  made 
to  erect  a  monument  on  the  site  of  the  fort.  Consent  was  cheerfully  given 
by  the  owner  of  the  land,  a  sul>scription  was  started  and  partially  tilknl 
up;  several  plans  were  made— one  by  Phineas  Cone,  a  student  of  Wil- 
liams College:  but  the  attempt  failed,  and  nothing  now  r.Muains  to  show 
where  old  Fort  Massachusetts  stood,  save  an  elm  tree,  planted  by  Profes- 
sor Perry,  of  Williams  College. 

On  the  ioth  of  February,  1702,  the  House  of  Hepr»'s<-!i[atives  voted 
that  the  townsiiip  of  East  Hoosuck,  with  several  I'tliers.  be  sold  to  the 
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liigliest  bidder  avid  be  '^set  up  lU  eight  liuiidred  I'ounds  lawful  iiK^ney 
each/'  The  folh)\vin.i2:  coudiiions  were  annexed,  viz  :  that  there  be  re- 
served for  the  {irs(  settled  minister  one  sixty-rhird  |>art  of  each  of  said 
townships  and  one  sixty-third  part  of  each  of  said  townslrips  for  the  use 
of  the  ministry  and  tlie  like  quajitity  for  the  use  and  support  of  a  Sfdiool 
in  each  of  said  Townships  forever.  That  within  tlie  space  of  hve  years 
from  the  time  of  sale  tiinre  b.^  sixty  settlers  residing  in  eaidi  towjrship, 
wlio  sliall  earl)  liave  a  dwelling  house  of  the  following  dimensions,  viz  : 
twenty- foui'  feet  long,  eighteen  feec  wide  and  seven  feer  studd  and  iiave 
seven  acres  of  land  well  cleared  and  fenced  and  brought  to  English  grass 
or  Plov/ed  :  amf  a'so  setth:'  a  learru^^d  Protestant  minister  of  tiie  Gospel 
in  each  of  said  townships  within  the  term  aforesaid." 

It  was  voted  ''that  Cohjnel  Partridge  and  Mr.  Tyler,  with  such  as 
the  honoi-alde  l)oaid  shall  join,  be  :i  committee  to  make  sale  of  the  town- 
ships and  tracts  and  that  tiie  pirrchasers  of  each  of  said  townshijfS  shall 
pa}'  twenty  pounds  earnest  money  and  the  Eemaining  sums  the  said  lands 
shall  be  struck  at.  the  purchasers  shall  give  Bond  to  pay  the  sann^  to  the 
Province  Treasurer  with  suthcient  sureties  within  one  year  from  the  time 
of  sale  without  interest."  The  Council  concurred  with  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  ''joined  Thomas  Fluclcer  in  the  afTaii." 

This  committee,  after  giving  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
sale,  attended  to  their  duty,  at  Boston,  on  the  second  day  of  June,  in  the 
same  year,  at  the  Royal  Exchange  Tnvern  in  King  street,  sold  the  tovvn- 
ship  of  East  Hoosuck  at  public  auction  to  Xathan  Jones,  of  \YesLon,  for 
£3,200.  received  of  him  £"2<)  of  earnest  money,  took  bonds  of  him  with 
Elisha  Jones  and  John  Murray  for  £8.180.  Afterward,  on  the  11th  of 
November.  176(3,  the  Legislature,  upon  the  petition  of  Xatljan  Jones, 
Elisha  Jones,  and  John  ^lurray,  setting  forth  that  they  were  equally  in- 
terested in  the  affair,  and  that  they  iiad  admitted  mau}^  settlers  to  the  la.nd, 
and  could  give  no  sufiicient  deeds,  granted  and  contirmed  the  township  of 
East  Hoosuck.  exclusive  of  the  grant  formerly  made  to  Colonel  Williams, 
to  the  petitioners  who  were  to  complete  the  settlement  as  originally  en- 
joined.   The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  East  Hoosuck  \^■as  begun 

in  this  fashion  : 

"  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

"To  the  Hon.  Samuel  Danforth,  Esq.,  one  of  his  majesties  Justices  of 
the  peace  through  this  Province — 

"The  petition  of  James  Otis,  John  Murray  and  Elisha  Jones,  F^sqs.  ilie 
major  part  of  the  owners  and  i)roprietors  of  the  township  No.  one  c.illed 
East  Hoosuck  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  squ.ire 
(exclusive  of  j^rants  ah-eady  hiid  out  hy  the  order  of  the  Gener,il  Court) 
that  your  Honor  will  l)c  pleased  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  aforesaid  proprie- 
tors to  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Seth  r)lodi;etL  inn  liolder  in 
Boston  on  Thursday  the  sixth  day  of  June  next  at  three  of  tlie  clock  in  the 
afternoon  to  transact  the  followinij:  business — 
"  First.  To  choose  a  moderator,  clerk  and  sucii  oth.er  otticers  as  are  usually  cliosen 
by  other  proprietors — 
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"  2d!y.  To  pass  orders  for  managing,  improving  or  dividing  the  common  lands  in 
said  lownshij)  a^d  admitting  settlers  in  the  same  township  agrecablee  to  the 
conditions  of  the  grant  of  the  General  Court  in  order  for  bringing  for vvard 
the  same — 

3d!y.    To  raise  money  for  any  other  necessary  charges  for  fo-rwarding  the  same 
settlement — 

"4thly.  To  appoint  such  method  for  calling  meetings  of  the  afors'd  proprietors  for 
the  future  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient. 

"  James  Otis, 
"  Jno.  Murray, 
Elisha  Jones." 

*'  L.  S.  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
"  Sutfolk  ss: — 

*'  To  the  Hon.  James  Otis  Esqr.  one  of  the  principal  proprietors  of  the  Town- 
shi])  aforesaid  in  greeting — In  his  Majesties  name  you  are  hereby  required  to  give 
notice  in  the  time  and  manner  as  the  law  directs  to  the  several  proprietors  of  said 
township  that  they  meet  at  the  time  and  place  named  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  petition. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  eighth  day  of  February  Anno  Domini  1765  ' 
and  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  Majesties  Reign. 

"  S,  Danforth, 
"Justice  of  the  Peace  throughout  the  province  aforesaid." 
"By  virtue  of  the  above  warrant  I  do  hereby  notify  the  above  said  proprietors 
to  meet  at  time  and  place  as  in  said  warrant  is  directed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

"  James  Otis." 

Tills  meeting  was  held  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  17G5,  at  the  house 
of  Seth  Biodgett,  in  Boston,  as  according  to  tlie  above  warrant.  "James 
Otis  was  chosen  moderator,  then  Elisha  Jones  was  chosen  clerk  to  sai<i 
propriety,  and  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  that  trtist.''  The  meet- 
ing was  then  adjourned  from  time  to  time  until  the  ^th  day  of  June, 
1766,  when  it  was  voted  ''that  Elisha  Jones,  of  Fittsfield,  who  v/as  em- 
powered by  said  proprietors  to  make  sale  of  settling  lots  in  order  to  bring- 
forward  the  settlement  of  said  township,  be  directed  to  lay  an  account  of 
his  proceedings  before  the  said  proprietors  in  order  for  the  settlement  of 
his  account  as  soon  as  may  be — and  also  to  lodge  the  securities  he  has 
taken  for  lands  sold,  with  said  projjrietors."  It  was  also  voted  ''that 
Israel  Jones,  who  being  now  settled  in  said  township,  be  appointed  and 
empowered  to  lay  out  a  further  number  of  lots  not  exceeding  twenty,  of 
a  hundred  acres  each,  to  accommodate  the  settlement  and  also  to  admit 
settlers  on  the  lots  not  yet  disposed  of  so  as  to  complete  and  make  up  the 
number  of  sixty  settlers  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  General  Court  and 
to  take  security  for  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  lots  a!)d  lodge  them 
with  the  proprietors." 

The  meeting  wab  then  adjourned  from  time  to  time  until  the  thir- 
teenth of  June,  1707,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  "  tlie  pro- 
prietors aforesaid  })eing  met  voted  that  the  lands  in  Ea^t  ll-^osuclv  tliat 
are  not  already  settled  shall  be  laid  out  into  200  acre  lots  in  order  for  a 
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division  thereof  and  that  Cap'n  Nathan  Dwight  shall  be  einph3yed  as  a 
surveyor  to  lott  ye  said  lands  if  he  can  be  obtained  to  do  it  in  ye  month 
of  October  next,  and  if  not  then  voted  tliat  Cap'n  Charles  Baker  shall  be 
employed  as  surveyor  to  lott  ont  ye  said  lands." 

Tlie  meeting  was  adjourned  again  from  time  to  time  until  Friday,  the 
oth  day  of  February,  1708,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  Bunch 
of  Graj>es  Tavern.  At  that  meeting  Captain  Charles  Baker,  who  had 
been  employed  in  the  mean  time  to  lay  out  the  tov,-nship  into  two  hun- 
dred acre  lots,  accordiiig  to  the  vote  of  the  proprietors,  returned  a  plan 
"  of  the  said  settling  lots  laid  out  by  Daniel  Jones,  Esq.,  and  others  and 
also  of  Ids  own  survey  of  the  said  two  hundred  acie  lots,  &c."  It  was 
voted,  lirst.  thia  said  plan  ])e  accepted  and  recorded  and  that  each  loci 
shall  be  marked  to  the  owners  as  they  are  now  drawn."  It  was  also 
voted  "that  the  plan  of  each  lott  returned  by  said  surveyor  amounting 
to  the  No.  of  Seventy-three  shall  be  recorded  in  the  book  of  records  as 
they  are  drawed  by  the  several  proprietors." 

The  titles  to  real  estate  ^jn  North  Adams  and  Adams  are  still  traced 
back  to  this  Y>\nn  of  settling  lots. 

The  act  for  incorporating  the  "  Plantation  called  East  Hoosuck  in 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Adams,"  was  passed 
October  l.^th,  1778. 

The  name  of  Adams  was  given  to  the  town  in  honor  of  Samuel 
Adams,  the  illustrious  leader  of  the  Eevolution,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  afterward  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  East  Hoosuck  of  which  there  is 
any  record  was  held  on  the  53d  of  January,  1779,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
cepting the  resignation  of  Mr.  Todd,  the  first  minister.  It  was  voted  that 
Mr.  Todd  be  dischajged  from  the  work  of  the  ministry,  provided  he  re- 
linquish all  right  and  title  to  all  ministerial  land. 

The  first  annual  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  Sth  of  March,  1770, 
when  Captain  Phillip  Mason  was  chosen  moderator;  Isaac  Arnold,  to\\n 
clerk;  and  Captain  Phillip  Mason,  Captain  Israel  Jones,  and  Captain 
Reuben  Ilinman,  selectmen.  In  those  early  days  captains  were  plenty 
and  were  looked  upon  as  leaders  in  all  public  affairs. 

Captain  Reuben  Hinman  was  also  chosen  town  treasurei',  and  Luther 
Rich,  David  Jewell,  and  Eleazer  Brown  were  chosen  assessors.  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned  until  Alarch  20th,  when  Edmund  Jenks, 
Benjamin  Baker,  William  Snutli,  Jrdediah  Kurd,  and  John  Kilburn  were 
chosen  a  conunittee  of  safety.  The  busiu'^ss  of  the  committee  of  safety 
was  to  see  that  no  harm  came  to  the  town  ur  its  inhal)itaa(s  from  toiies, 
Indians,  Biltislh  or  other  public  enemies.  Sinnlar  commiltt-^es  existed  in 
nearly  all  the  other  towns  and  kept  the  pafii(Uic  spirit  alive.  On  the 
same  day  Lemuel  Leavenworth  was  elected  collector  of  taxes.  Ir  wa> 
voted  lo  pay  him  for  collecting  the  taxes  nine  pence  In  a  poiiud,  not  an 
extravagant  percentage  when  the  scaicity  of  money  in  rliose  days  is  con- 
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sidered.  Elins  Jones,  Gideon  Sniirli,  Jonathan  Hulse,  Stephen  Smith, 
Philii>  ^Vinson,  Tlnlnff  W^hite,  Oliver  Parker,  and  Jonathan  Hale  were 
chosen  snrveyoi's  of  ]ii,:^diways.  and  it  was  voted  "  to  raise  One  Hundred 
Pounds  to  uiai:e  and  repair  liighways,  to  be  paid  in  labor  at  2s.  t3d.  per 
day  or  Indian  corn  at  2s.  t3d.  per  bushel."  The  building"-  and  support  of 
roads  was  then,  as  now,  a  {leavy  burden.  A  rocky  soil,  rapid  running 
streams,  abund:irJ  Wr^e  stumps,  and  steep  liillsides  made  the  establish- 
ment of  good  higlr.vays  almost  an  impossibility. 

The  pay  of  the  town  officers  was  not  so  large  as  to  cause  strife  for 
the  offices.  For  the  lirst  year  tlie  selectmen's  bills  v/ere  as  foUows : 
'•Eeuben  Hinnjan,  £1,  i;3s.,  Philip  Mason,  9s.,  Israel  Jones,  18s.  at  36 
for  one,"  /.  e.,  thirty- six  cents  of  continental  money  f(U'  one  penny  of 
English  money.  The  assf\^sors  were  each  a^llowed  £3  for  their  services, 
*'at  the. rate  of  forty  for  one."  The  practice  of  the  abatement  of  taxes 
began  the  very  first  year.  £19,  12s.,  due  from  six  different  unfortunates, 
w^ere  abated  in  tlie  collectors'  bills.  The  number  of  voters  at  the  time  of 
tlu^  incorporation  of  the  town  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained;  but  an 
estimate  can  be  formed  from  a  vote  passed  at  a  town  meeting  held  on  the 
19th  of  April,  1779,  when  it  was  ''voted  unanimously  for  a  new  Consti- 
tution present  forty  four."  The  same  meeting  chose  a  delegate,  whose 
name  does  not  appear  to  represent  the  town  in  a  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion. The  year  before  a  new^  constitution  had  been  rejected  after  a  strug- 
gle similar  to  that  of  1853. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  oth  of  Novendjer,  1779,  the  question 
of  annexing  a  part  of  Adams  to  New  Providence,  now  Cheshire,  was  put 
and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  24,  nays,  48.  This  would  show  72 
votes  cast,  and  as  this  was  a  question  of  general  interest,  it  is  }»rolxible 
that  special  efforts  were  made  to  bring  out  the  voters,  and  that  the  at- 
tendance was  large.  This  would  indicate  a  population  of  four  or  live 
hundred  people.  The  principal  settlement  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution 
was  at  the  village  of  South  Adams,  called  in  the  records  the  South 
End"  as  early  as  July,  1780,  and  North  Adams  would  never  have  caught 
up  and  outstripped  her  sister  town  but  for  her  moi-e  extensive  water 
power  on  two  streams.  The  land  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Adams  was 
much  better  for  farming  purposes,  and  the  sturdy  farmers  of  that  vicin- 
ity were  for  many  years,  the  mainstay  of  the  settlement. 

During  the  tvro  or  three  years  after  the  town  s  organization  town 
meetings  were  very  frequent.  Ten  were  held  in  1779.  A  great  deal  of 
work  had  to  be  done  as  the  critical  events  of  the  Revolution  raised  new 
questions  for  the  voters  to  act  upon. 

xV  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  first  of  May,  1780,  ''  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  of  the  Xew  Constitution  or  Frame  of  Government."  Two 
of  the  articles  we]-e  "past  by  sixty  votes,"  omM'eiacivc  to  tht^  judiciaiy 
was  '*  rejected  unanimously,  and  that  the  judges  ment iout^d  bf  annually 
elected."  One  relative  to  the  Executive  Powei-  was  voted  a-aiasr  uiKiiii 
mously,  W4rh  this  objection,  tliat  Every  PtTsou  Liabh'  U'  «loe  duty  oiiglit 
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to  have  a  Voice  in  cliooseing  his  officers  to  GoniinoiKl  Min.'-  Another 
article  was  '^past  with  this  Addition,  that  the  Justice  be  Debarred  hold- 
ing a  seat  in  General  Court."  A  commiUee  consisting  of  Nathan  Coni- 
stock,  Justus  Holt,  and  John  Eaton  ^vere  ''Appointed  to  examine  and 
make  Amendments." 

Tliese  votes  in  favor  of  an  elective  Judiciary,  elective  militia  officers, 
and  tlie  separation  of  the  judicial  and  legislative  departments  of  the  State^ 
show  the  ci'itical  and  independent  spirit  of  the  |)eople  at  that  tirae.  The 
feeling  of  the  town  was  very  democratic,  and  its  inhabitants  seemed  to 
feel  a  wholesome  distrust  of  rulers.  It  was  evident  iiiac  the  early  settlers 
had  named  their  town  after  Sam  Adams,  fi'oni  their  adiniration  of  the  un- 
liinching  gi  it  and  sturdy  independence  of  the  old  hero. 

Such  a  people  could  n(;t  be  otherwise  than  patriotic,  and  their  patri- 
otism is  abundantly  shov/n  by  their  liberal  contrilnitions  in  aid  of  the 
Revolution. 

The  following  resolves  of  various  town  meetings  are  copied  from  the 
town  j'ecords. 

Jul)'  5th,  1779 — "Voted  to  give  the  Nine  months  men  Ten  doliars  a  month  to 
be  paid  in  grain  in  the  stipulated  price,  (viz)  Wheat  at  6s.  Rye  at  4s.  and  Indian 
Corn  at  three  shillings  pr.  bushel  and  One  Hundred  Continental  dollars  as  a  Bounty 
Before  the  march," 

July  23d,  1779 — "Voted  tliat  the  Selectmen  make  provision  for  the  men  that  are 
Draughted  to  the  place  of  Rendezvous." 

March  25th,  1780 — "Voted  to  pay  William  Howandeen  270  Continental  dollars 
to  make  good  the  depreciation  of  money  Due  him  as  Wages  for  Service  in  the  Con- 
tinental army." 

June  20th,  1780 — "  Voted  tha.t  the  Town  will  raise  Money  by  a  Tax  to  hire  their 
quota  of  Soldiers  to  serve  in  the  Continental  army  six  months." 

"  Voted  to  give  each  man  that  shall  engage  in  the  service  for  six  months  a  bounty 
of  Two  pounds  Ten  Shillings  for  each  month  he  shall  Serve,  to  be  paid  in  Produce 
at  the  Stipulated  prices  or  in  money  equal  thereto." 

July  !oth,  1780 — "Voted  that  Captain  Reuben  Hinman  be  refunded  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  Dollars  which  sum  he  gave  a  six  months  man,  out  of  the  Town 
Treasure." 

"  Voted  that  the  three  months  men  now  to  be  raised  have  Fifty  shillings  pr. 
month  in  x\ddition  to  the  State  wages  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same 
time  the  Six  months  men  are  paid." 

December  28th,  1780 — "Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  what 
Bounty  shall  be  given  to  the  Soldiers  now  to  be  raised  for  three  years.  \'oted  tliat 
Enos  Parker,  Levi  Brown  and  Samuel  Law  be  a  committee  for  that  purpose.  Report 
of  the  Commiitee  that  each  that  shall  engage  in  the  C(Muinental  .\rniy  for  three  years 
or  during  the  present  v.-ar  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  t  iie  suni  of  Fifty  pounds  a  year 
for  Every  year  he  shall  serve  Including  tlie  Continental  ]»ay  and  Each  Soldier  so  F.n- 
gaging  shall  Receive  the  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  Previous  to  his  marching  if  he 
chooses  and  thirteen  pounds  more  at  the  Exjuration  of  the  first  vear  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  UiOncy  annually. 

"'  Voted  that  the  town  agree  to  and  will  comply  with  the  above  report." 
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i2th  f)f  February,  1781 — "The  question  being  Put  whether  the  Town  will  agree 
to  clnss  its  Tnh.ibitants  in  Order  to  raise  its  Quota  of  men  for  the  Coiitinenia]  Ser- 
vice, voted  in  tlie  negative." 

*'  Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  to  hire  or  raise  said  men.  Voted  that  Jacob 
Stafford,  Solomon  Gardner,  Giles  Barnes,  Samuel  Low,- Samuel  Day  be  a  Committee 
for  the  above  pur[)ose." 

■Vtay  15th,  178]— "Voted  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  Town  of  three  hundred  pounds 
hard  money  for  th.c  jmrpose  of  Procuring  ;i  Stock  of  Ammunition  and  Defraying 
Town  charges  Continental  currency  to  be  Received  at  the  Common  Exchange." 

July  19th,  1781 — ''Voted  that  Each  Soldier  tliat  shall  Engage  to  serve  in  Con"  . 
tinental  Army  three  montlis  sh,all  receive  fcom  the  Town  of  Adams  the  sum  of  four 
pounds  for  Each  month  he  shall  serve  to  be  paid  in  Silver  or  in  Grain,  Wheat  6s' 
Rye  at  4s.  and  Indian  Corn  at  3  shillings  per  Bushel  the  Soldier  so  Engaging  to  sign 
an  Order  for  the  Selectmen  of  Adams  to  Draw  their  State  wages  and  that  three 
pounds  of  the  four  to  be  paid  such  Soldier  Previous  to  his  marching  if  required  and 
the  remainder  by  the  for  day  of  January,  1782." 

Voted  to  assess  a  tax  on  the  Iribabitants  of  Adams  the  s  m  of  Two  Thousand 
one  hundred  and  Eighty  pounds  State  Money  to  Purchase  24,000  wt.  of  Beef  and  a 
quantity  of  Clothing." 

August  17th,  1781 — "  The  question  being  put  whether  the  Town  will  make  good 
the  wages  of  the  six  and  three  months  men,  carried  in  the  negative." 

February  2rst,  1782 — "  The  question  being  put  whether  the  Tovvn  Will  due  any- 
thing Toward  Procuring  a  man  to  serve  three  years  in  the  Continental  Army  for  Capt. 
Isaac  Hathaway's  Class.    Voted  in  the  negative." 

Full  credit  should  be  given  to  South  Adams  as  the  principal  settle- 
ment of  the  town  of  Adams  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  The  "  South 
End"  (so  called  in  the  records  as  early  as  July,  1780)  had  probably  ten 
times  as  many  inhabitants  seventy-five  yeai's  ago  as  the  "  Xorth  End 
therefore  the  patriotism  and  self  sacrifice  of  Revolutionary  times  were 
chiefly  displayed  by  the  citizens  of  South  Adams.  The  village  of  North 
Adams  had  little  glory  because  there  was  scarcely  anyone  living  there 
to  let  their  light  of  patriotism  shine. 

The  folloAving  is  a  copy  of  an  enlistment  paper  whereby  a  soldier  of 
Adams  bound  himself  to  serve  in  the  Revolutionary  army  three  yeai's: 

"  I  Benjamin  Hazzard  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  County  of  Berk- 
shire and  Town  of  Adams  have  Inlisted  myself  as  A  Soldier  in  the  Sarvic  of  the 
United  States  of  America  For  the  time  of  three  years  and  promis  to  obey  and  subject 
my  Self  to  all  the  Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Army  and  my  Superior  Ofticer  in 
Witness  Whare  of  I  have  Set  my  hand  this  Twenty  Third  day  of  March  17S1  and 
For  Class  No.  2  of  Whome  Mr.  Darius  Bucklin  is  head. 

His 

''Benjamin  X  H.kz/ard." 
mark. 

Some  of  the  inha])itants  of  Adams  participated  in  the  baitle  ol  Ben- 
nington, Init  the  only  information  given  us  by  the  town  records  is  a  vote 
passed  March  28th,  ITSo,  choosing  ''Elijah  Sprague,  (■omfort  Arnohl, 
and  Uuiphrev  Tihery  a  committee  to  settle  wifli  Captain  Wiluaui  Wiute 
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for  a  horse  taken  by  Samuel  Salisbury  and  lost  at  the  Benniiigfon 
Battle." 

The  calamities  growing  out  oi  the  Revolutionary  war  were  dee]  ly 
felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ad;ims  then  Inboring  undei-  tlie  liardshij.s  of 
new  settlers.  The  soldiers  who  had  served  in  the  war  liad  been  paid  in 
currency  that  no  one  would  take  and  gold  and  silver  were  almost  un- 
known. Tlie  difficulty  which  arose  in  meeting  one's  obligations  rnny  be 
imagined  from  a  vote  passed  January  17th,  1786,  when  the  town  voted 
"  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  Court  to  pass  a  law  making 
both  real  and  personal  estate  a  tender.  Voted  also  to  recommend  to  the 
General  Court  to  strike  a  paper  currency  in  this  State," 

After  the  expiration  of  the  legal  tender  act,  in  1782,  the  consequent 
increase  of  civil  actions  excited  ill  will  against  the  courts,  and  Shays  in- 
surrection followed,  in  which  the  citizens  of  Adams  took  an  active  part. 

The  town  records  show  that  a  number  of  men  from  Adams  '*  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  subscribed  the  Declaration"  before  James 
Harris  and  other  justices  of  the  peace  as  participants  in  Shays  rebellion, 
and  as  the  record  quaintl}-  remarks  Some  have  gave  up  their  arms  to 
Col.  Russell,  Others  said  they  had  no  arms  nor  did  ever  carry  any  in 
Opposition  to  Government." 

Those  taking  the  o^ith  at  Lanesboro  in  March,  1787,  are  as  follows  : 
James  }3arker,  Jus'  Peace,  Daniel  Read,  Joshua  Witham,  Samuel 
AYright,  Barnabas  Allen,  Joseph  Spencer,  William  White,  jr.,  .losiah 
Wright,  Allen  Briggs,  William  Peters,  John  Allen,  Steplien  Dexier, 
Darius  Buckland,  ^S^athan  Bo^ven,  Asa  Sheiding,  Amos  Graves.  Willinni 
Whipple.  Nicodemus  Ilarraden,  John  Eddy,  Stephen  Cunnnin.^.  Oh"ver 
Parker,  Thaddeus  Parker.  Stephen  Ives.  Benajah  Tubbs.  WatrMnKin 
Baker,  Isaac  White,  jr,  yeoman  ;  Jonathan  Moffat,  yeoman  ;  J()shua 
Read,  trader  ;  George  Thrasher,  brickmaker  ;  Theodore  Drewster,  trad^M': 
and  Jonathan  Waterman,  yeoman.  Afterward  at  Great  Bari'ingroa  ou- 
the  31st  of  March,  1787, 

"  Jon'a  Moffat,  Eli  Coltorij  George  Hogg,  Amasa  Ives,  Stephen  Ives,  John  Kil- 
burn,  jr.,  Thomas  Kelly,  VVilliam  White,  Barnabas  Allen,  Ezra  Parker,  Oliver  Parker, 
John  Kilbourn,  Allen  Brigj:;i,  Daniel  Parker,  Jos.  Parker,  George  Thrasher,  Wiiliim 
Peters,  Nathan  Bowen,  Isaac  White,  jr.,  Amos  Graves  which  have  been  concerned  in 
the  present  rebellion,  having  provided  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  Penitence  ot  the 
crime  before  mentioned  and  of  a  proper  disposition  to  return  to  their  allegience  to 
the  State  and  to  perform  the  duty  of  faithfull  citizens  thereof  and  having  taken  md 
subscribed  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Commonwealth  have  received  from  the  sub- 
scribers in  the  name  of  the  General  Court  a  promis  of  indemnity  for  the  crime 
aforesaid." 

B.  Lincoln  ) 
"  Sam'l  Phili  IPS  Commissione-'s.'" 
"  Sam'i.  a.  (  rns  \ 

The  following-  also  took  th»'  oath  of  n]h\i2.-ianee  :  rii;irh-'S  Cook,  Hi  ,)wn, 
Georire  SrapSe'^,  James  b[)r;),!i'ne,  Daud  Niehols,  llnfus  WoihU'Ii.  I:-.i;u' 
Motlat,  John  Langdon,  Jo^iah  Molbrook,  jr.,  Thomas  Ivt^ily,  Oli^ 
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and  Benjamin  Brooks.  Not  nil  of  those  mentioned  took  an  aetive  part 
in  the  rebellion,  but  tlie  large  number  that  were  compelled  to  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  show  that  there  Shays  liad  many  synrpathizers  in 
Adams. 

Among  the  settlers  already  mentioned  Abiel  Smith  and'  his  two  sons 
lived  in  two  hou>^es  situate  on  "NFain  street  in  the  village  of  North  Adams, 
on  the  site  of  Martin's  I^IocIk,  Mr.  Kilboi'ii  settled  about  a  half  mile  north- 
west of  South  Ad;;ms.  Mr.  McNeal  ab(Uit  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of 
Noith  Adams,  on  tlie  Kiugsley  farm.  Mr.  Hinnmn  two  miles  north  of 
Sonth  Adams,  and  l^]-ael  Jones  on  the  Harrison  farm  in  N<dTli  Adams. 
In  the  year  JTTo  there  were  only  five  dwelling  houses  in  tlie  village  of 
N<u'th  Adams,  b'iles  Barnes  resided  in  one  standing  on  the  east  bend  of 
tlu:  Hoosac  near  the  grist  mill  of  M.  I),  cfc  H.  W.  Hodge.  This  v»as  a 
low  one  story  structure  and  is  believed  to  have  been  the  tirst  house  erect- 
ed in  North  Adams.  Josiah  AVriglit  lived  in  a  house  near  him,  and  Eli 
Col  ton  built  a  house  on  the  spot  where  the  "Berkshire  House"  n</W 
stands.  Samuel  Day  lived  in  a  house  afterward  known  as  the  "  old 
Block  Tavern/'  standing  on  Main  street  on  the  site  of  ]Martin's  block, 
and  William  Farrand  purchased  and  lived  in  a  house  on  the  site  of  tlie 
old  Robinson  House,  west  of  the  Main  street  bridge.  The  old  Block 
Tavern."  was  the  first  priblic  housu^  of  consequence  in  the  village  of 
North  Adams.  The  I'ear  part  v;as  built  by  Samuel  Day,  and  afterward 
occupind  by  Al)iel  Smith,  one  of  the  early  settlers.  Tliis  was  undoubtedly 
previous  to  1780,  as  the  front  east  wing  was  erected  by  David  Darling  in 
1788.  In  1795  Mr.  Darling  opened  the  same  as  a  public  house.  It  was 
afterward  sold  to  and  occupied  by  Roger  Wing. 

In  1705  the  principal  landlioiders  in  the  village  of  North  Adams  were 
Jeremiah  Colegrove,  Israel  Jones,  David  Estes,  and  David  Darling.  In 
the  year  1794,  when  Jeremiah  Colegrove  moved  to  North  Adams,  tliere 
were  less  than  a  dozen  houses  in  that  village.  A  snuill  house  occujvitKl 
by  Mr.  Rose  stood  on  the  site  of  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Marshall  streets.  Asa  Doty  lived  in  a  house  located  a  little  west 
and  north  of  ^lairi  street  bridge,  and  a  Mr.  Corliss  lived  in  a  house  situ- 
ate in  the  rear  of  the  })resent  site  of  the  Richmond  House."  Ebenezer 
Slocum  lived  in  a  house  on  Church  street,  Amos  Bronson  had  a  house  on 
Eagle  street  on  the  site  of  the  store  now  owned  by  the  Ereenuin  ^ftinu- 
factnilng  Company,  and  Elisha  Houghton  had  a  dwelling  about  twenty- 
five  rods  norili  of  the  one  last  mentioned.  David  Estes  owned  and 
occupied  a  house  on  Center  street,  on  the  north  side,  east  of  the  old  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church.  No  street  was  then  laid  <»ut,  and  only  a  foot  path 
or  lane  led  from  this  house  to  Eagle  streut.  Captain  CJeorge  Bay  !iv».Hl 
in  a  dwelling  on  .Main  street  near  the  river  baidv,  Josiah  Holl)rook  lived 
in  a  log  house  on  the  Whitman  place  on  State  street,  and  JiU'emiah  Cole- 
grove lived  cm  .Maiii  stre;:t  near  Marshall,  until  1810. 

The  village  of  North  Adams  (vuuprisrd  pai'i  of  seirlii^;:  hu  num'-- r 
twenty-fou-r.    The  site  of  tlie  villagv  was  f.)i  Hierly  a  pine  forest,  w  irii 
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some  wliite  oak  infermingiecl.  The  XJT'inciple  staple  of  eai'ly  traffic  was 
tlierefore  pine  and  otlier  liuiiber  ;  and  tlio  material  of  vv-liicii  tlie  fences 
and  many  of  tlie  ear]}'  buildings  weie  constnicred  was  snch  as  to  give  it 
tbe  name  of  Slab  City/'  Like  those  farmers  wlio  eat  only  sncli  prod- 
uce as  they  cannot  sell  many  of  the  men  who  bniit  took  such  lumber  as 
was  not  merchantable.  The  stanips  of  huge  trees  remained  for  a  loiig 
time  in  rhf^  veiy  streets,  and  Main  street  was  only  cleared  by  a  ''bee''  of 
lifry  men.  Tlu^  digging  of  cellars  and  tlie  pieparation  of  gardens  was 
very  mra-h  impeded  by  these  stunips.  In  times  of  freshet  the  lower  por- 
tions of  tlie  village  were  Hooded  by  tlie  river,  and  large  rocks  were  dis- 
tributed plentifully  across  the  ''flats."  Tliere  are  evidences  of  the  river 
having  formerly  been  much  broader  than  it  is  now  ;  and  it  certainly  rose 
higher  and  was  more  ungovernable  at  the  dreaded  season  or  "breaking 
up''  after  the  vigorous  winters  of  ninety  years  ago.  The  furious  flood 
has  been  known  to  sw'eep  from  the  ])oint  where  the  lower  bi-idge,  or 
Union  street,  is  located,  across  the  entire  village  to  Sunimer  street.  The 
entire  space  where  now  most  of  the  trade  and  mechanical  business  are 
transacted,  would  be  waslied  by  an  icy  cold  stream,  driving  the  settlers 
from  their  houses,  sweeping  away  or  greatly  damaging  the  little  prop- 
erty they  possessed,  and  literally  drowuiing  tlie  hopes  they  had  cher- 
ished of  a  prospei'ous  season  by  obliging  them  to  begin  anew.  The  clear- 
ing up  of  the  forests  and  the  consequent  drying  of  the  springs  have  di- 
minished the  vohune  of  water  in  ail  the  streams,  and  such  extraordinary 
fresliets  are  no  longer  to  be  feared. 

The  village  site  and  its  immediate  vicinity  were  called  by  the  early 
settlers  the  ^loorest  part  of  the  town  of  Adams.  Like  most  pine  land,  it 
was  miserable  land  for  farming  purposes.  The  first  farmers  ju'eferred 
settling  in  the  mountain  slopes;  they  said  the '-Hat  would  hardly  bear 
white  beans.''  The  pine  lund)e!',  however,  was  of  excellent  quality  and 
very  little  pine  lumber  grew  on  any  other  point  within  a  dozen  miles  or 
mure. 

Among  the  first  settlei's  in  East  Hoosuck  were  Abiel  Smith,  his  sons 
Gideon  and  JacoV>,  John  Kilbo]-n  and  John  ^McNeal,  of  Litcliheld.  Conn., 
Keul)en  Uinnuin  and  Jonathan  Smith,  (if  Woodbui'y,  Conn.,  and  Messis. 
Parker,  Cook,  and  Leavenworth,  of  Wallingford.  Rev.  Samuel  Todd 
and  Israel  Jones  also  settled  here.  These  settlers  and  those  who  can\e 
with  them  did  not  renuiin  a  long  time.  ^lost  of  them  sold  tlieir  lands  to 
purchasers  from  Rhode  Island,  many  of  them  Quakers.  Othei  s  fidlou  ed 
from  that  State,  until  Rhode  Islanders  occu[>ied  nearly  the  whole  town 
Their  descendants  still  reside  in  ]S'orth  Adams  and  .Adams  and  tli»ur 
names  may  l)e  found  on  the  vtUing  lists  "f  rhesr-  town-..  A  paiT  <m'  (lie 
imnoigrants  wiio  cana-  fjrom  Rhode  Ishmd  })irched  oa  StatVorcrs  Hill,  in 
Chesldi'e,  then  caUed  Xmv  Provi(hMie<-.  It  :!p[^(\irs  to  h:ive  l>eeu  til«^^vi^h 
of  these  .New  Providence  settlers  to  be  iiU'or[K»ratt-d  wiil)  A^tams,  as  dur- 
ing the  year  of  the  incrporaiion  of  the  town  of  Adams  the  inhabitants 
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were  twice  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  qiiesti(jii  of  atmexiation.  The 
vote  was  on  each  occasion  earned  in  tlie  negative. 

Among  tlie  nio.st  notable  of  tlie  early  ser tiers  were  Josiah  ilolbrook 
and  Israel  Jones.  Josi^ii]  HolbrooJv  was  a  man  large  in  statnre  and  of  a 
bold  and  <letermined  spirit.  He  was  one  of  tlie  American  volunteers  at 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  in  1777.  and  one  of  the  re])8ls  under  Siiays,  in 
178(3.  Afrei-  the  defeat  of  that  movement  and  his  return  home  a  partjr  of 
four  troopers  tried  in  vain  to  arrest  him.  He  was  only  captui'ed  by  a 
company  surrounding  his  liouse  in  tlie  night,  breaking  in  the  door  and 
seizing  and  binding  him  in  bed.  He  submitted,  gave  up  all  his  arms, 
took  *:he  oath  of  allegiance  to  tlie  common  wealth,  and  v>'as  released.  His 
name,  Josiah  Flolbrook,  jr.,  his  father  being  ol  tlie  same  name,  appears 
in  the  town  records  as  one  of  the  rebels  who  were  pardoned  by  General 
Lincoln  when  he  marched  into  Berkshire  county  in  the  spring  of  1787. 
Mr.  Holbrook  lived  for  many  years  in  the  house  above  mentioned  ;  and 
although  it  vras  nearly  eighty  rods  south  of  Main  street  it  was  a  standing- 
joke  among  the  inhabitants  of  North  Adams  that  Holbrook's  whisper 
could  be  distinctly  heard  b^^  everybody  when  he  was  out  of  doors,  while 
his  voice  resounded  to  the  top  of  Hoosac  Mountain.  He  had  one  of  those 
heroic  souls  set  in  an  iron  constitution,  that  vras  well  fitted  to  grapple 
with  the  difticulties  of  a  new  settlement.  In  those  early  times  the  eaily 
i:)ioneers  enjoyed  none  of  the  benefits  of  labor  saving  machinery  in  their 
households  or  farms,  but  were  obliged  to  depend  on  human  muscles  for 
every  r  iling. 

The  staunch  v\diig  patriotism  of  Israel  Jones  has  been  questioned  be- 
cause he  is  believed  to  have  absented  himself  from  tovv-n  in  1777,  the  year 
of  Buigoyne's  capture;  that  his  family  connections  were  tories,  and  tied 
to  the  British  p^rovinces  ;  and  his  chimney  top  was  painted  white,  the 
usual  telegraphic  signal  of  toryismin  the  days  of  the  Kevoiution.  What- 
ever rumors  may  have  been  afloat  respecting  Mr.  Jones'  political  senti- 
ments, they  did  not  affect  his  standing  among  his  townsmen,  who  were 
zealous  whigs  and  sagacious  observers.  His  character  as  a  man,  a  citizen, 
and  a  Christian  was  never  impeached.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  board 
of  selectmen,  chosen  in  1779,  and  held  town  otTices  for  many  years,  being 
very  frequently  moderator  in  town  meetings.  He  was  chosen  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  in  1785,  reelected  in  178G,  and  reelected  annual Uy 
for  six  years  from  1792  to  1797  inclusive.  Israel  Jones  was  tlie  fourth  of 
fifteen  children,  and  was  born  in  AVeston  in  this  State.  His  father,  Kli^ha 
Jones,  was  one  of  the  threi^ original  prot>rietors  of  the  t()wnsiniU)f  Adams., 
Israel  settled  first  in  Pittsfield,  but  remove<l  to  tlie  Han'ison  farm,  west 
of  North  Adams,  in  1760.  There  lie  livf^d  sixty -three  years.  He  v/as  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  settling  and  dealing  in  hnids.  ^^anv  of  the  early 
deeds  were  given  by  him,  either  as  {principal  oi'  agent.  He  was  an  excel- 
lent surveyor,  and  was  constantly  empl<)\  ed  ill  ihar  c:ip:ieify.  Most  of 
the  roads  descri't)ed  in  the  town  recinxis  were  laid  oiu.  by  hini.  Tlie  Fed- 
eral Government  appxnnted  him,  in  1798,  one  of  the  commissioners  U) 
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adjust  the  line  between  tlie  United  States  and  Southeastern  Canada.  He 
was  a  trnstee,  first  of  the  Free  School  and  then  of  Williams  College.  lie 
was  C)ne  of  tlie  first  justices  of  the  peace  appointed  in  town,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  more  or  less  for  forty  years.    lie  niarried,  in  17G7,  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Todd,  the  iirst  minister  settled  in  the  town,  and 
lived  with  lier  fifty-nine  years.    Thuy  had  nine  children.    In  1SU3  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  clinrch  in  Williamstov/n,  and  regularly  attended 
worship  there  nnril  he  aided  in  organizing  tlie  Congregationad  church  in 
North  Adams,  in  18:27.    He  was  a  progressive  man  and  looked  with  favor 
upon  improvenients     He  owned,  tlie  first  brass  clock  in  town,  contained 
in  a  tall  mahogany  case,  the  whole  costing  sixty-five  dollars.    He  also 
introduced  the  lirst  one  hoise  covered  chaise  used  here  prior  to  1808,  and 
the  first  onedjorse  lumber  wagon.    Mr.  Jones  was  a  true  gentleman  of 
the  old  school,  a  plain  man  of  simple  and  industrious  habits,  rather  re- 
served and  unobtrusive  manners,  uniform  temperance,  and  wholesome 
exercise.    His  judgment  was  clear  and  vigorous,  his  tact  proverbial,  and 
his  memory  retentive  to  the  last.    Although  a  small  man  in  stature,  he 
must  have  possessed  an  ''iron  constitution,"  as  he  was  active,  hale,  and 
hearty  up  to  the  very  day  of  his  death,  SeptemV)er  11  th,  1829,  when  he 
lacked  only  ten  days  of  being  niuety-one  years  old.    He  had  ridden  on 
horseback  to  Stamford  and  returned  the  forenoon  before  his  dearh,  and 
having  lain  down  to  take  an  after  dinner  nap,  as  was  his  custom,  he  re- 
quested his  daughter  to  call  him  in  an  hour  so  that  he  could  ride  to  Wil- 
liamstown  before  niglit.    When  his  daughter  tried  to  wake  him  the  effort 
w^as  in  vain,  his  soul  liad  departed  without  a  struggle.    His  death  created 
a  great  sensation,  for  lie  was  truly  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  town  amid  its 
early  difficulties. 

In  1777,  probably  during  the  absence  of  Isniel  Jones,  Oliver  T\arker 
kept  a  sort  of  a  hotel  at  the  Jones  homestead.  Soldiers  from  the  east 
and  southeast  passed  through  the  town  on  their  way  to  "  take  Eurgoyne," 
in  such  numbers  that  landlord  Parker  had  almost  a  captain's  company  lo 
dinner  every  day  for  some  time,  and  they  consumed  four  or  live  far  oxen 
per  week.  Every  nook  andcranuy  of  the  house  was  often  filled  at  night,  the 
bar  room  and  other  fhjors  were  thickly  piled  with,  weary  soldiers,  and  even 
the  barns  and  sheds  were  appropriated  to  their  use.  Hardship  and  fatigue 
made  sleep  sweet  on  the  roughest  couch,  and  no  pay  was  received  from  a 
large  share  of  these  customers.  The  old  ^'Continental  money"  luitl  de- 
pre'ciated  so  as  to  be  almost  worthless  ;  at  the  close  of  the  KevohuiiUi  it 
required  $20  to  pay  for  a  dinner  and  $1,000  or  more  to  pay  for  a  suit  of 
clothes.  The  condition  of  the  poor  dischai'geil  soldiers,  who  were  i>aid 
off  in  these  miserable  shin-plasters  at  their  face  value,  was  pitiable  in- 
deed. They  were  so  destitute  that  manv  of  them  il[ustrate<l  ihe  proveib 
"Hunger  will  break  tlircuigh  stone  walls.''  At  the  tavern  kopt  by  Oliver 
Parker  nuniy  amusing  incidents  occurred.  Mrs.  Parkei'  was  takiiig  bread 
from  an  euvlrmous  oven  on  one  ocfa>ion  and  placing  rheloave-  in  a  i\.<Ue: 
behind  hei;  when  she  had  Hnished  and  Had  looked  around  iu^r  wuh  a 
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housewife's  satisfaction  to  oliserve  lier  goodly  pile  of  loa  ves,  all  were  gone 
save  one.  The  ravenous  soldiers  had  snatched  tlieni  piping  hot  and  tied. 
An  old  lady  named  ''Aunt  Cook,"  begged  tlie  soldiers  not  to  steal  the 
onions  from  lier  garden,  but  her  request  was  of  no  avail,  for  they  rushed 
into  her  ''patcli and  stripped  it  of  every  onion  and  every  other  eatable 
thing. 

Under  these  circumstances  hotel  keeping  could  not  have  been  a  lucra- 
tive business,  but  the  Parkei-s  were  too  staunch  v/higs  to  act  penurioirsly 
toward  the  defenders  of  American  libei'ty.  AVhile  Oliver  Parker  sus- 
tained the  ])odies  of  tlie  soldiers  with  good  fare,  Jiis  brothers,  Didimus 
and  Ezra,  and  his  nephew,  Giles,  marched  to  Bennington  and  shared  in 
the  glory  of  winning  that  memorable  victory.  Didimus  Parker  v/as  a 
caj)tain  at  Bennington. 

Among  the  men  of  the  old  town  of  Adams  who  were  implicated  in 
Shays  rebellion  in  178G-7,  and  were  pardoned  on  giving  their  arms 
and  taking  an  oath  ol  allegiance  to  the  commonwealth,  were  ''Joshua 
Head,  ti'ader,  and  Trnelove  Brewster,  trader.''  Joshua  Read  was  a  trader 
at  South  .\dams,  and  proba]>ly  Trnelove  Brewster  also.  Read  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Cheshire.  These  are  the  only  traders  mentioned  in  the  tovs'n 
records  prior  to  1800,  and  although  they  are  there  mentioned  as  culprits 
there  was  undoubtedly  a  strong  sympathy  felt  with  the  insurrection,  and 
some  of  the  "  first  men were  engaged  in  it. 

Some  time  ].>rior  ro  1705  two  men,  whose  names  are  unknown,  came 
to  the  village  of  Noith  Adams  and  opened  the  first  store  for  tlie  sale  of 
dry  goods,  near  the  Main  street  bridge.  They  did  not  keep  a  large  stock, 
nor  continue  in  business  more  than  a  month  or  two.  The  Williamstov.-n 
traders  kept  a  better  variety  and  undersold  them.  At  that  time  people 
walked  from  the  village  of  Xorth  Adams  to  Williamstown  to  purchase 
groceries,  though  the  roads  were  exceedingly  rough,  and  it  was  necessary 
tC)  fordc  the  river  more  than  once,  the  stalwart  ])oys  and  girls  of  those  days 
did  not  shrink  from  the  t]'i[).  Indeed,  they  enjoyed  it  more  than  many 
of  their  descendarits  do  their  ride  in  cariiages.  Bounding  health  made 
severe  exercise  a  pastime  to  our  ancestors.  Tlie  trade  of  Adams  also 
went  to  Lanesborough,  to  souje  extent.  Oliver  Parktu'  brought  grain  (Uie 
season  from  Greenfield,  on  horseback,  by  an  Indian  path  over  the  Hoosac 
Mountain;  and  a  part  of  it  he  carried  to  \Mlliamstown  to  be  ground  at 
the  "  Krigger  Mills,''  fording  the  rivei'  three  tinnvs  to  get  there,  these 
mills  having  a  great  reputation  at  that  tiuu^.  William  Parrand  optuied  a 
store  for  the  sale  of  groceries  about  1700.  He  hauhnl  liis  goods  from 
market  by  ox-teams,  and  tlierefore  kept  but  a  limited  sup)>ly.  He  sohl  a 
bushel  of  salt  to  Captain  Shippee,  of  Ch;rks])urg.  (or  tiui  thdhir>.  To 
say  that  a  riian  was  not  •'wv)rrh  his  salt"  could  not  have  bt^/u  considered 
a  very  severe  shir  in  those  days.  In  170.")  Suttiui  W't'lb-.  opened  and 
kept  a  store  for  the  sak^  of  goods  in  the  Ci)rliss  House,  .siduKe  in  the 
rear  of  tjie  present  Richmond.  House.  *■ 
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The  Tuiiiie  of  "  George  lliresliei',  brickiiuiker,''  of  Adains,  is  uDioiig 
those  wlio  were  implicated  in  Shays  rebeilion.  He  was  pardoTied  with 
the  others,  and  allowed  to  resiirne  business.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  witii 
certainty  whether  he  carried  on  this  business  iri  North,  or  South  Adams. 
At  the  March  meeting  in  1792  Jonathan  llemington  was  chosen  "sealer 
of  brick  irioulds  foi'  the  town  of  Adatns,*'  showing  that  bricks  were  then 
manufactujed  in  sufhcienr  quantities  to  require  such  an  othcer.  Some 
person,  probably  Thresher,  carried  on  bri(3k  making  on  the  old  }[ar]-ison 
farm,  as  ti-aces  of  that  industr}'  were  found  there.  The  lirst  cabinet 
sliop  was  established  about  1788,  by  a  i\Ir.  Yeazie  from  Boston,  and  was 
located  near  the  ^ite  of  the  school  house  in  Bray tonville. 

In  these  early  times  the  political  duties  of  the  town  were  promptly 
dischai'ged.  In  the  first  year  after  the  incorporation  of  tlie  town  Rev. 
Samuel  Todd  was  elected  representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  in 
1780  Keuben  Hi n man  Avas  chosen.  Enos  Parker  was  elected  at  the  Octo- 
ber meeting  in  17S(»,  the  State  Constitution  having  been  adopted  on  the 
16th  of  June  in  that  year,  and  two  representatives  were  required  in  each, 
year.  He  was  also  elected  in  1781  and  1782.  In  17So  and  1784  there  is 
no  record  tluit  any  j'epresentatives  were  chosen.  The  expenses  of  the 
representatives  Avere  light,  and  defrayed  by  the  town,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the -town  did  not  feel  al  »le  to  assume  the  expense  in  those  years,  as 
times  were  hard  and  money  was  exceedingly  scarce.  In  178o  Israel  Jones 
was  chosen,  and  again  in  1786.  with  instructions  given  by  a  committee  of 
seven  on  September  OOrh,  and  on  December  ISth  it  was  voted  that  the 
town  had  no  further  business  for  him~-a  polite  hint  that  he  was  not  re- 
garded as  a  Shays  man.  In  1787  and  1788  Reuben  Hinman  w-as  again 
chosen,  in  1780  Jonathan  Remington,  in  1790  and  1791  Reuben  IH.nman, 
and  from  1792  to  1798  Israel  Jones. 

In  1798  Abraham  Howland  received  114  votes  to  94  for  Israel  Jones. 
In  this  year  the  democratic  party  gained  that  supremacy  in  the  town 
wdiicli  they  maintained  for  over  forty  years.  Mr.  Howland  was  reelected 
five  times. 

The  modes  of  traveling  to  Boston  by  representatives  to  tlie  General 
Court  were  slow  and  pri native.  The  representatives  were  in  the  lial)it  of 
meeting  at  a  given  place,  on  their  way  to  attend  the  session,  all  moun.ted 
on  good  steeds,  there  being  no  stages  and  but  few  private  vehicles  in  use. 
They  w^onld  engage  pasture  during  the  session  for  their  horses,  a  few 
miles  this  side  of  Boston,  and  walk  into  town.  Provisions  for  the  jour- 
ney Avere  carried  in  the  old-fashioned  saddle-bags,  and  bread  and  cheese 
were  eaten  on  the  steps  of  the  State  House. 

The  great  dilliciilties  which  attended  the  making  of  the  lir>r  road  in 
the  village  of  North  Adams  have  already  been  nuuitioned.  Su(di  enor- 
mous tree  stumps,  formidable  boulders,  rapid,  running  streams,  and  up- 
and-down  hill  routes  wiue  enough  to  discourage  almost  anybody.  >b>sr 
of  the  early  r* ;;ius  were  buib  <>\  er  I  In,'  hiH>  insu-id  of  lucuicl  tlMMn,  for 
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the  reason  tliat  the  eiwly  settleiiieiit  was  on  the  nplaiicl,  and  [lif*  roads 
ninst  run  past  the  houses.  The  meadows  on  tlie  Hoosac  River  were  fre- 
quently overilowed,  especially  in  South  Adams,  and  it  was  considered 
unsafe  tu  settle  very  near  the  stream.  The  highways  were  therefore 
built  and  maintained  wirfi  heavy  labor  and  expense,  runrdng  as  they  did 
on  unfavorable  routes.  iStuni])  machines  were  not  then  invented  ;  though 
some  of  tlu:  ingenious  m.echanics,  like  Jeremiah  Golgrovc  and  Charles 
Peck,  contrived  means  for  ''snaking"  out  ugly  stumps  with  a  moderate 
expenditure  of  niusculai'  strengtli,  and  at  a  saving  of  whiskey  and  hard 
words.  At  the  very  tirst  regular  town  meeting,  March  8rh,  1779,  it  was 
voted  to  raise  .£iO()  to  make  and  repair  highways.  Eight  ])ersons  wei'e 
chosen  highway  surveyors,  and  they  acted  in  districts— the  village  from 
Furnace  Hill  to  the  summit  of  Hoosac  Mountain  forming  one  disrrict.  In 
1780  the  highway  tax  was  £120,  and  the  number  of  surveyors  was  in- 
creased to  thirteen  :  in  17S6  the  tax  went  ui)  to  £200.  In  1795,  the  roads 
having  been  built  tu  a  convenient  extent,  the  tax  for  repairing  was  only 
£160  and  the  nrind)er  of  surveyors  was  fifteen.  Among  them  was  Jere- 
miah Colgrove,  whose  nanie  appears  at  this  time  on  tlie  town  records. 
He  was  a  most  evident,  practical,  and  thorough  road-m^aker,  and  j)Os- 
sessed  the  faculty  of  inspiring  other  men  vrith  liis  own  industry.  In  1779 
forty-one  cents  a  da}^  was  allowed  for  the  labor  of  a  man  upon  the  roads, 
and  the  same  for  a  span  of  horses  or  a  yoke  of  oxen. 

The  town  records  contain  many  surveys  of  the  early  roads — some  in 
almost  every  year.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1782,  a  town  meeting  was  held  for 
the  special  purpose  of  considering  certain  proposed  alterations  in  the 
roads.  In  1785  no  less  than  twenty-one  sar\eyors  of  highways  were 
elected,  snowing  that  there  was  eitlier  an  uncommon  amount  of  road- 
making,  or  that  some  of  those  officials  had  got  into  the  habit  of  shirk- 
ing.'' 1786  the  highway  surveyors  w^ere  snubbed,  for  the  lown  "voted 
that  the  selectmen  see  to  the  Tiaying  of  the  money  voted  on  the  roads  to 
the  best  advantage."  This  method  of  working  the  roads  has  with  few 
exceptions  prevailed  in  ]S'orth  Adams  and  Adams  ever  since.  The  roads 
in  Adams  in  179-1  were  as  foHows  :  the  main  traveled  road  was  the  road 
which  runs  from  AYilliamstow^n  through  the  village  of  North  Adams  over 
Church  Hill  and  then  over  the  Hoosac  Mountain  ;  the  road  to  Stamford, 
which  was  opened  as  early  as  1780  to  reach  the  mills  of  Oliver  Parker, 
and  wdiich  followed  the  course  of  the  Clay  bank  road,"  and  then  the 
road  as  now  in  use.  The  road  to  the  south  part  of  the  town  was  rhe  West 
road  which  passed  over  Main  street  bridge,  tlten  along  the  lavsenr  loca- 
tion of  the  Troy  Greeniield  Railroad,  joining  the  present  road  neai-  the 
Whitman  farm.  The  East  road  was  the  county  road  and  [)assed  down 
Church  street  and  led  over  the  mountain  thi'ough  Savoy  lo  Xortliamp- 
ton.  This  was  intersected  by  tlie  road  which  now  runs  over  the  mountain 
to  Savoy  Center.  In  South  Adams,  besides  the  main  road  now  known  as 
the  West  road,  there  was  only  one  other  road  u  hich  ran  sourhi\ist  along 
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the  brook  wliicli  runs  into  the  Hoosac  and  which  was  then  known  as  the 
East  Eiver.  There  was  also  a  town  road  leading  to  the  TS'otch  and  a  town 
road  laid  onl  liigh  up  the  mountain  runniiig  southerly  from  the  Hoosac 
mountain  road  to  the  soutli  line  of  the  town.  These  were  all  the  traveled 
roads  existing  prior  to  ISOvO.  At  that  time  the  whole  tract  of  land  in  the 
village  of  iNorth  Adams  south  of  Main  street,  embracing  what  is  now 
known  as  Summer,  Qnincy,  and  Chestnut  streets,  was  a  pasture,  very 
much  overgrown  with  brash. 

Tlie  first  map  of  the  town  was  made  May  22d,  1795,  by  Abraham 
Howdand  and  Israel  Jones,  then  selectmen,  and  Charles  Parsons,  wlio 
were  appc^inted  a  coiinnittee  for  that  purpose  b^^  tlie  towai  according  to 
an  act  of  the  Legislature.  The  plan  was  made  from  a  survey  made  by 
Israel  Jones  in  November,  1794. 


CHAPTER  XXIY. 


ADAMS  AXD  XOKTH  ADAMS  {cOllH llUed). 

Yivnt  Mills.— Financial  Depression.— Condition  of  Town  at  the  beginnin.o;  of  the  present  cen- 
tury.--Colegrove's  Oil  MQi.— Fulling  Mills  and  Carding  Machines.— Jeremiah  Colegrove. 
—Hotels  and  Stages.— Post  Ofhce.— Hat  Shops.— War  of  1812.— First  Town  House.— 
Gro\^'th  and  Progress  of  the  Town. 


ALTHOUGH  the  land  was  poor,  the  great  water  power— the  Hoosac 
River  being  then  much  deeper  than  now — -and  the  probability  of 
the  early  erection  of  mills  here  attracted  the  attention  of  settlers.  Cap- 
tain F.phi'aini  Williams,  as  has  already  been  stated,  in  cousideraiioQ  of 
the  grant  of  two  hundred  aci  es  to  liim,  was  bound  to  ''bnild  a  grist  and 
saw  mill  within  two  years  on  the  Hoosac  River,  and  to  keep  the  same  in 
repair  ioy  twenty  years."  These  mills  were  erected  in  North  Adams. 
The  dam  was  thrown  across  the  river  near  the  [)oint  where  the  machine 
shop  of  James  Hunter  k  Son  now  stands,  just  above  Main  street  bridge. 
The  grist  mill  was  npon  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  the  saw  mill  upon 
the  east  side.  An  old  fashioned  trestle  bridge,  uncovered,  and  with  no 
railing  except  a  huge  log  on  each  side,  but  supported  by  strong  abut- 
ments, spanned  the  river  just  below  the  mills,  exactly  where  the  prest-nt 
bridge  stands.  The  d.am  and  mills  were  erected  l.)y  a  Mr.  Hurd.  un- 
doubtedly according  to  some  arrangement  made  by  Captain  Williams 
with  him.  Although  the  time  of  its  erection  cannot  be  ascertained  ac 
curately,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  was  not  many  years  after 
1750 — in  order  to  couform  to  the  tei^ns  of  the  grant,  in  that  year.  Mr. 
Hurd — perhaps  the  Jedediah  Hurd.  who  was  one  of  the  committee  of 
safety  in  1779 — sold  the  water  power  and  mills,  either  directly  to  Klisha 
Jones  or  to  some  one  who  did  sell  to  him,  before  or  in  the  early  jxirt  of 
the  Revolution.  Elisha  Jones  was  brother  of  Captain  Lsi'ael  Jones,  a 
staunch  whig,  and  a  member  of  tlie  lir^t  board  of  selectmen  in  Adams  ; 
but  Elisha  and  his  father  arid  several  brothers  were  loyab!srs,  and  having 
left  in  the  year  of  the  batth^  of  Benningron.  "1777,  pr(>bably  ro  avt<i<l  the 
rough  whig  discipline,  this  mill  luivili^g*^  and  live  iicivs  of  lauvl,  ju  inci- 
*  pally  j()n  the  east  side,  \vere  conliscated  to  tlie  comnionwealtli.  This 
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p]\)perty  afterward  p:^s-:ed  into  tlie  Liinds  of  Giles  Barnes,  who  dprived 
his  title  from  a  coininiftee  of  tlie  Legislature  ai^poirited  to  rake  care  of 
the  "sjM>i]-j  of  the  Tories/- 

]ii  rh.<^  y*^'ar  ITS:;-  Mr.  Barra^s  had  a  partner;  for  at  a  t^)wn  meeting, 
hehl  Octoher  2oth,  in  that  \  eaj",  it  was  voted  cliat  'Mlie  bi'idge  near  Day 
&  Barnes'  mills  be  rpjiaired  at  the  town's  expense/'  Mr.  Bann^s  appears 
to  have  been  a  bn^iiirss  man  of  some  ability,  for  he  was  chosen  assessor 
at  the  Marcli  meeting  in  1780,  and  select nnin  and  town  ch^rk  in  17S1.  If 
he  kept  tln^  record  that  year,  lie  wrote  a  plain,  neat  hand,  aiid  Iris  knowl- 
edge of  granmuir  and  orthography  was  very  faij',  considering  that  the 
recr u i t i ng  se rgea n t  was  abroad  in  tliuse  days  much  nn)re  than  the 
schoolniaster.  In  17S2  he  seems  to  Inive  become  sole  owner  of  the  mills 
again,  for  a  road  survey  was  made  "on  the  west  side  of  the  river  at  Mr. 
Barnes'  mill,"  along  the  present  site  of  the  Troy  tl-  Greentield  hlailro:id. 

The  gi'owtl]  of  tlie  two  villagt\s  was  at  lirst  very  slovr.  Tliei'e  was 
very  little  money  in  circulation,  and^  none  of  the  early  settlors  vrere  men 
of  means.  Every  nain  was  compelled  to  pnt  his  (jwn  slioulders  to  the 
wdieel,  and  to  worlv  wirh  his  hands.  Oliver  Parker,  who  settled  in  the 
village  of  North  Adams  and  was  a  cons[)icuons  whig  and  a  town  ouicer 
for  many  years,  built  two  dams  and  a  saw  and  grist  mill  at  the  "  ui-per 
union" — the  savr  mill  standing  where  the  Eclipse  Mill  now  stands  and 
the  grist  mill  a  little  further  up  the  stream.  These  mills  were  in  o]''-? ra- 
tion before  1780,  and  didi  considerable  l>nsi]n3s.s.  They  were  carried  oiT  in 
a  terrible  freshet,  called  Parker  s  Flood''  for  many  years  afrer,  on  ac- 
connt^of  the  dannige  inflicted  upon  liim.  Re  lost  about  5'),0()0  fe^t  of 
sawed  lumber  by  this  Hood,  and  tlie  grist  mill  stones  were  lod^ged  in  rhe 
bed  of  the  river  and  remained  thert^  several  years.  This  hood  vv-ascHi^  of 
those  wdiich  deluged  aUnost  the  entire  village,  as  above  d.escribed.  Giles 
Barnes,  whose  mill  property  was  in  great  peril  from  it,  and  who  was  ;i 
blnnt-si:)oken  man,  said  "Xoah's  f^ood  was  the  only  one  tha<"  evereqiuilled 
it."  The  only  road  to  Parker  s  mills  was  the  old  clay  bank  road''  over 
Church  Hill.  Daniel  Harrington  built^  another  saw  atnl  grist  mill  on  the 
site  of  Parker's  mills,  probably  before  1790.  He  ran  these  mills  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  w\as  repmted,.  a  very  straiglitforward  man.  Mr.  Am  )s 
Bronson,  familiarly  known  as  ''Elder  Bronson,"  ran  a  sawmill  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  nortli  bi'ancli  of  the  Hoosac  near  the  lower  bridge  on 
Union  Slreet.  The  only  road  to  it  was  from  Eagle  street  up  the  north 
bank  of  the  stream,  past  tiie  Eagle  ^fill  now  (nvned  by  the  Freeman  Print 
Works.  Mr.  Bronson  lived  on  the  corner  of  River  and  Eagle  streets,  in  a 
honse  wdiich  was  torn  down  in  1858  to  ncake  roo!n  for  the  st(>re  built  for 
ITomei',  Ricliar<lson  ^S:  Co.  Eider  P)ro]:.s(Mi  \\:i>  a  ivmarkable  man  bi  \n:\n\ 
respects.  He  vras  a  very  ingenious  njeeli'inic.  a  milbvriglii.  auvl  handy  al 
anything.  He  was  also  a  sort  <d'  a  d<>eon',  and  :<  pi'.\-'ch.  u-  of  the  ]xapii>i 
denomiimtion.  Ib^  laboivd  iii  tln^  latt^i"  cnpai'ity  for  Tn.niy  y.  -n-.,  wbliotir 
salary.  He  \v;is  fe.irlifnl  in  t'y.hort.M  i< •!:• ,  a;id  rs;K''-iallv  kin-i  ->yrnp;i- 
thlzing  at  funerals,    'i'hough  phiin  ami  and  rough  (  r.-^t  in  his  .sp^'.\di.  h.e 
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was  a  man  of  sterling  honest^'  and  sincere  piety.  lie  moved  west  in  ISlo 
and  died  there  af  a  very  advanced  aire. 

In  170-2  or  179:]  David  Estes  came  to  the  village  of  North  Adams  from 
Eljode  Ishind.  In  1795  lie  ]>onght  settling  lot  No.  25,  embracing  all  the 
land  north  of  Center  almost  to  Liberty  street,  and  extending  eastward  to 
the  land  ne»w  owned  by  the  Freeman  Print  Works.  This  lot  was  formerly 
owned  by  John  MuiTay  and  Elisha  Jones,  who  were  two  of  the  three 
oi-iginal  grantees  of  the  tovv'nship.  .Murray  fled  in  the  Revolutionary 
st]-uggle,  as  he  was  a  tory,  and  his  share  of  the  lot  was  confiscated.  Eli 
Persons  bought  it  of  the  committee  of  the  commonwealth  ;  he  sold  it  to 
Bnri-all  Sutton  and  Burjali  Wells.  They  sold  it  for  £150  to  Jenks  Rut- 
tenbur,  and  he  sold  it  to  David  Estes.  This  lot  was  then  almost  a  com- 
plete wilderness,  and  valuable  chiefly  for  its  mill  privileges.  The  few 
garden  spots  did  not  thrive.  David  Estes  was  a  man  of  great  industry 
and  economy,  and  had  a  keen  eye  for  practical  utility.  He  commenced 
making  cut  nails  by  manual  labor  in  1793  or  1794,  having  procured  the 
tools  in  Rhode  Island  and  brought  the  nail  rods  from  Salisbury,  Con- 
necticut, in  a  one-horse  cart.  The  nails  were  cut  of  proper  length  by 
heavy  shears,  and  headed  cold  in  dies  l)rought  together  by  pressure  of 
the  foot  on  a  spring.  Most  of  the  earh'  buildings  after  ]Mr.  Estes  came 
were  put  up  with  his  nails.  They  were  tough  and  would  clinch  like 
wrought  iron  ones,  unlike  the  cut  nails  of"  the  present  time.  Many  of 
these  nails  taken  out  of  old  buildings,  would  last  another  half  a  century  ; 
and  many  yet  remain  in  buildings.  Shingle  nails  sold  for  seventeen  cents 
a  pound,  or  fifty  cents  per  thousand,  larger  nails  for  twelve  and  one  half 
to  fifteen  cents  per  pound.  Saddle  nails  were  also  made  by  ^fr.  Estes, 
and  sold  in  Brattleboro,  Greenfield,  and  many  other  places.  The  nail 
business  was  continued  until  about  the  year  1810,  when  ]\Ir.  Estes  became 
engaged  in  more  extensive  enterprises. 

In  February,  1794,  Jeremiah  Colegrove,  with  his  brcther-indaw. 
Elisha  Brown,  of  North  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  bought  Giles  Barnes' 
property  l)efore  mentioned  as  doubtless  the  first  saw  mill  in  North  Adam^. 
The  estate  included  an  old  saw  and  giist  nrill,  the  mill  privilege,  ami 
about  eighty  acres  of  land,  five  acres  of  which  was  west  of  the  river,  and 
a  part  of  confiscated  lot  No.  26,  and  the  remainder  comprising  tiie  nu)st 
thickly  settled  part  of  North  Adams  were  on  the  east  side.  It  also  in- 
cluded a  story  and  a  half  liouse  standing  on  the  east  side  of  the  rivei', 
and  a  large  garden.  The  price  paid  ^fr.  Barnes  was  about  61,200.  Most 
of  the  pine  timber  had  been  cut  off.  The  mills  being  probably  forty  years 
old,  were  much  dila])idated  ;  the  grist  mill  was  never  run  i)y  Mi-.  {\)\e- 
grove,  and  the  saw  mill  was  only  run  to  prep^ire  lumber  for  building  nrw 
mills.  The  following  year  he  built  a  m!W  dam,  where  the  present  dam  of 
M.  D.  &  A.  W.  Hodge  stands,  andagilst  null  on  the  site  of  Hodge's  grist 
*  mill.  The  new  saw  mill  was  directly  opposite,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
riv^er.  These  mills  stood  until  about  the  year  i^^cV).  They  enjoyed  a 
steady  run  of  custom.    Wheal  was  a  staple  crop  on  new  land,  one  farmer 
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ill  the  Xotcli  raising  nearly  seven  hundred  l^nshels  in  one  year.  Lnmber 
for  building  purposes  was  also  furnished  extensively  ou  contracts  by  Mr. 
Coiegrove,  who  carried  on  the  business  alone  after  the  first  year,  having 
bought  out  his  brother-indaw,  ^fr.  Brown. 

In  1794  Joseph  Darby  built  a  blaclvsniitli's  shop,  and  set  up  a  trip 
hannner.  It  was  located  on  the  "'Notch''  road,  alKKit  two  rods  from  the 
bridge  over  the  stream  that  flows  from  the  Notcli.  ^fr.  Darby  made 
scythes,  saws,  axes,  hoes,  steelyards,  &:c.  The  iron  v.-as  brought  from 
Salisbury,  Conn.  Emigrant  parties  passed  through  x\dauis  frequently  for 
the  "Great  AVest,"  which  was  then  Western  New  York,  and  Mr.  Darby 
did  many  jobs  of  iron  work  for  tliem,  besides  repairing  their  wagons  iind 
shoeing  their  horses.  It  was  then  a  greater  undertaking  to  remove  to  the 
shores  of  Lake  Ei'ie  than  it  now  is  to  go  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  :  and 
adventurous  men  wdio  went  300  or  400  miles  into  the  wdlderness  to  settle, 
where  war  parties  of  Indians  still  roamed,  were  regarded  with  the  same 
admiration  for  bravery  that  Captain  John  Brown  and  the  heroes  of  free- 
dom who  emigrated  to  Kansas  to  save  that  lovely  territory  frotn  the  curse 
of  slavery.  The  first  blacksmith's  shop  was  built  by  Jeremiah  Cole- 
grove,  near  the  foot  of  ^hiin  street,  and  Thomas  Dickinson  opened  the 
first  regular  wagon-maker's  shop  in  1798,  about  twenty  rods  north  of  the 
Eagle  bridge. 

The  town  of  Adams,  like  a  great  many  other  towns  in  the  State,  la- 
bored under  a  heavy  burden  of  debt  incurred  by  its  aid  to  the  Revolu- 
tion and  the  suspension  of  industrial  enterprises  and  loss  of  profit  there 
from  by  drawing  off  so  many  of  the  best  men  for  the  army,  and  especially 
the  lack  of  a  uniform  circulating  medium  in  which  payments  could  be 
made  excited  men  into  violent  and  lawless  demonstrations.  Shays'  re- 
bellion was  mainly  kindled  by  the  oppressive  load  of  taxation,  and  tlie 
impossibility  of  easing  off  the  load  through  the  courts  or  Legislature. 
There  was  a  constant  money  pressure,  ten  times  worse  than  that  of  1857, 
because  there  was  neither  money  nor  property  in  the  town  sufficient  to 
pay  the  taxes  and  leave  a  bare  support  behind.  The  State  tax 
imposed  on  the  town  of  Adams  was  felt  to  be  peculiarly  onerous  ;  in  one 
instance  it  was  not  paid  under  four  years  ;  for  at  a  town  meeting  held 
January  9th,  1792,  Israel  Jones  \vas  chosen  an  Agent  to  go  to  General 
Court  and  obtain  an  abatement  of  Tax  laid  on  the  inhal)itants  of  this 
town  in  17SS.''  The ''notes''  vrere  abated  almost  every  year.  It  was 
easier  squeezing  blood  out  of  a  turnip  than  i)aying  debts  or  taxes  wiih 
neither  money  nor  property.  One  poor  family,  who  had  contrived  to 
''winter"  through  in  this  liarsli  climate,  and  kept  their  cow— aluu^st  the 
only  pnjperty  they  possessed-— had  the  grief  of  seeing  htu-  swei)t  away  in 
the  spring,  for  arrears  of  taxes. 

Oliver  Parker,  sen.,  was  ruined  pecuniarily,  sent  to  jail,  and  his  bcuuls- 
meu  mulcted,  because  he  could  not  collect  the  taxes.  Town  meetin^'s 
without  numbei"  were  hekl  in  order  to  overcome  this  ditiiculty.  f:niii^r''^ 
produce  was  accepted  for  taxes  at  certain  stipulated  prices,  in  1781  the 
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town  debls  were^  paid  in  the  same  way,  and  all  higliway  taxes  were 
worked  ont  by  men  and  oxen  for  many  years.  Bnt  even  witli  a  general 
barter  system  it  vras  ^'  bard  sledging."  A  great  many  hone.>r,  indiistrivjus, 
and  frngal  men  were  anable  to  teed  their  lionseliolds  and, satisfy  the  tax- 
gatherer,  f)'om  the  prodnct  of  their  stony,  stumpy,  i-ndely  tilled  acres. 

At  a  town  meeting  iield  Augnsr  2Grh,  1780,  it  was  "  voted  tliat  the 
Collectors  collect  the  Tmvn  Taxes  and  pay  them  into  the  Town  Treasury 
immediately,  and  the  Town  will  snpport  them  in  so  doing." 

The  pressure  of  poverty  vras  so  severe  that  the  town's  poor  were  in- 
creasing wirh  undue  rapidity;  and  ]^iarch  11th,  1791,  Ezra  Parker  was  in- 
structed by  the  selecrmen  *'to  warn  and  give  notice  unto  twenty-eight 
persons,''  whose  names  were  set  down  in  the  warrant,  the  same  being 
"  Laborers  or  ti'ansient  persons,  as  the  case  may  bee,  who  has  Lately 
Come  into  tliis  town  for  the  purpose  of  Abiding  therein,  not  having  Ob- 
tained the  towns  Consent  thereto,  that  he  or  she  Depart  the  limits  there- 
of, with  their  Children  and  others  under  their  caj'c,  if  such  they  have 
within  lifteen  days."  The  constable  made  return  that  the  warning  was 
given  b^'hirn  in  due  form,  to  the  twenty-eight  pei'sons  named,  and  such 
further  legal  proceedings  were  threatened  as  would  be  requisite  to  save 
the  town  fi'om  becoming  a  pauper  s  nest.  The  offense  of  being  poor  and 
"shiftless"  was  more  severely  punished  in  those  days  than  now.  IS'o 
man  was  allowed  to  vote  unless  he  owned  a  freehold  estate  of  the  annual 
income  of  £3,  or  some  estate  of  the  valne  of  £60. 

The  river  and  Vn-ooks  were  nobly  stocked  with  trout  at  this  time.  The 
woods  afforded  considerable  game,  consisting  of  deer,  squirrels,  and  par- 
tridges. Bears  ranged  the  mountains,  foxes  were  more  numerous  than 
poultry  yards,  and  wolves  were  so  tronblesome  that  the  town  offered 
bounties  for  their  lieads.  Bnt  the  chance  of  getting  a  steady  subsistence 
by  hunting  and  fishing  was  not  flattering.  Very  few  attempted  it  except 
the  "shiftless"  class  who  were  warned  out  of  town  as  above  mentioned. 
Amonc:  the  earliest  residents  there  was  so  much  destitution,  and  yet  such 
a  neighborly  spirit,  that  Giles  Barnes,  v/ho  seems  to  have  beeti  quire  a 
wag  in  his  way.  said  that  a  family  would  make  a  soup  from  a  beeves' 
bones  on  one  day,  pass  the  bone  to  another  family  on  the  next  day  to 
make  soup  of  a  second  time,  and  so  it  would  go  round  until  the  entire 
settlement  had  participated.  Deer  reeves  were  appointed  annually  until 
the  year  1800,  and  as  late  as  1808  $660  was  raised  to  i>;iy  bounties  for  kill- 
ing wolves. 

Prior  to  the  year  1800  there  were  few  attempts  to  esrablish  manufac- 
tures. No  bank  notes  were  then  in  circulation  in  Adanr-«^— the  first  bank, 
the  "Massachusetts,"  at  Boston,  not  ha\ing  been  incorporated  until 
1785_and  hard  money  was  so  scarce  tlcat.  as  has  since  been  remark-nl  of 
a  western  community,  when  two  dollars  met  it  was  necessary  to  introduce 
them  to  each  othei".  This  early  and  h)ng  continued  scareity  of  rmun^v 
necessitated  a  general  system  of  ha rteiing.  'I'he  rradesmen  an<l  Ini  nnas 
went  "sv/cjp,  swop,  swopping everywhere  and  in  almost  everything. 
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Most  of  tlie  clrciilation  was  silver  and  copper  coin;  money  was  most  em- 
pliatically  a  ''cash  article."  No  bank  of  issue  was  nearer  than  Troy  or 
Northampton;  the  first  bank  in  the  county,  the  ''Agricnltural,*'  at  Pitts- 
field,  not  beini;-  chartered  until  1818,  and  tlie  Greenfield  ])ank  until  1322. 
A  man  with  82o  in  his  pocket  was  looked  upon  as  a  citizen  gloriously  fa- 
vored by  foi'hnii'.  Tlie  usual  j'esort.  for  many  years,  of  those  wlio  were 
compelled  to  raise  even  so  small  a  sum  as  ten  dollars  for  immediate  use, 
w\as  to  sell  a  good  promissory  note — "accommodation  paper"  as  would 
now  be  termed — to  a  wealthy  neighbor  at  Williamstown.  There  were  no 
capitalists  in  Adams.  Every  man  was  actively  engaged  in  trying  to  sup- 
port himself  and  family  and  seldom  had  any  money  to  lend. 

In  the  yea]'  1800  ]\Iarslinll  Jones,  a  son  of  IsraelJones,  built  a  liouse 
and  store  on  the  hill  west  of  Main  street  bridge,  in  North  Adams.  He 
kept  store  there  for  several  years.  Charles  Brown  also  sold  goods  in  a 
small  building  located  on  the  site  of  the  Adams  National  Bank  building. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  of  fair  capacity,  and  was  elected  town  clerk  in 
1802,  which  oflice  he  held  fonr  years.  He  finally  removed  to  South  Ad- 
ams, which  was  then  the  larger  and  more  thriving  settlement,  and  was 
snpi)osed  to  afford  the  best  field  for  Yankee  shrewdness  in  bargaining. 
In  1803  there  were  only  two  stores  open  in  town,  the  one  kex3t  by  Mar- 
shall Jones  and  one  kept  by  Dr.  Jauies  Cummings,  on  Main,  street,  di- 
rectly opposite  the  Nortli  Adams  Savings  Bank  Building.  Dr.  Cummings 
was  a  man  who  combined  world-wisdom  with  religious  zeal  in  such  pro- 
portions as  gave  him  great  influence  in  the  community.  He  was  a  con- 
spicuous member  of  the  Bajjtist  church  organized  in  1808. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  prices  of  goods  sold  at  that  time  wirh 
those  of  the  present  day.  English  calicoes  were  sold  at  50  to  To  cents  per 
yard  ;  Bohea  tea,  75  cents  a  pound  ;  cotton  shirtings,  25  cents  per  yard  ; 
molasses,  67  to  75  cents  per  gallon  ;  cut  nails,  12^  to  17  cents  per  pound. 
Calicoes  were  sold  at  au  earlier  date,  also  durlug  the  war  of  1812-15. 
when  importation  was  stopped,  for  81-00  per  yard.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, however,  that  only  six  yards  were  then  required  to  make  a  lady's 
dress,  as  against  several  times  that  number  at  the  present  day. 

The  wages  of  a  farm  laborer  at  this  uime  were  from  is80  to  si  00 
per  year;  mechanics'  wages  including  board,  $1  per  day.  The  ten  hour 
system  was  not  then  in  vogue  anywhere,  and  carpenters  were  obliged  to 
work  during  the  long  summer  days,  from  as  early  in  the  morning  as 
they  could  see  the  head  of  a  hauimer  to  as  late  at  night  as  they  could 
see  the  head  of  a  nail.  Corn  and  rye  were  sold  for  42  to5()  cents  a  biish-d; 
oats  for  20  to  25  cents:  |X)rk,  83.50  to  sl.oo,  and  beef,  82.5(i  to  84.00  per 
hundred.  Prime  cows  in  tlie  s[  ring  were  worth  815.00  to  820. 0(^  and  tlie 
best  horses  brought  880. 0(>. 

Mountain  land  adjacent  to  the  town  was  not  salable,  and  as  there 
were  but  few  owners  of  real  esta';e  at  this  tiiu(\  and  no  partic^alar  indiU'^»- 
ment  for  specuiutioii,  in  the  ierliiiiy  of  ihe  soil  or  the  ra['id  di.'Vrui[>n..  in 
of  business,  Adams  was  a  narrow  held  for  spei  ulaturs  or  trading  nicu. 
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The  scarciry  of  cash  made  swopping,  barteriDc:,  or  credit  necessary  in 
sales  of  real  estate.  xVs  a-cype  of  this  period  \vas  Mr.  George  Whitman, 
an  excellent  citizen  and  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity  in  all  his  dealings. 
He  was  ojie  of  tlie  most  conspicuous  '^trading  men"'  of  the  times,  and 
being  of  rather  inhrm  bodily  health,  he  had  to  rely  on  his  brains  rather 
than  his  nuiseles  for  a  livelihood.  From  1807  to  1829  he  owned  eleven 
different  dwellings  and  lots,  and  removed  fifteen  times.  Sometimes  his 
wife  wonld  Imrdly  succeed  in  getting  her  goods  nnpackedt.  before  he 
would  make  another  ti-ade,  and  then  tlie  snmmons  wonld  be  issued  to 
remove  again.  Mr.  Whitman  owned,  at  various  times,  four  farms;  the 
entire  lot  of  land  forming  the  Union/'  and  laree  parcels  of  land  in 
Clarksburg  and  Florida.  He  traded  a  hum  for  the  Mansion  House  in 
Williamstown;  traded  that  for  a  saw  mill  and  land;  and  his  last  trade  be- 
fore his  decease  was  for  the  valuable  farm  and  quarry  now  known  as  the 
Whitman  fai'm.  About  this  time,  1800,  Jeremiah  Colegrove,  who  owned 
tlie  land,  commenced  using  the  street  now  known  as  Eagle  street,  as  a 
private  way  for  hauling  lumber,  and  some  time  afterward  presented  it 
to  the  town  as  a  public  higliway.  In  the  same  year  Peter  Carver  opened 
a  cooper's  shop  in  a  small  building  on  Main  street,  and  Baker  Jones  es- 
tablished a  brick  yard  near  the  Harrison  farm. 

About  the  year  1800  Jeremiah  Colegrove  built  an  oil  mill  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river.  The  building  was  converted  into  a  grist  mill  and 
was  burned  in  1854.  The  process  of  manufacturing  oil  was  as  follows. 
FlAxseed  was  crushed  between  iron  rollers  and  under  mill  stones;  it  was 
then  mixed  with  water,  heated  and  steamed  in  an  iron  barrel,  and  then 
pressed  with  a  screw  press  of  great  power,  operated  by  a  horizontal  wh^.^el 
•which  would  turn  the  screw  uj)  or  down  as  might  be  desired.  The  arms 
of  this  press  consisted  of  two  oaken  logs  of  the  utmost  solidity  and 
strength  that  could  be  obtained.  They  se^aeezed  out  the  oil  in  nearly  a 
pure  state.  It  was  mostly  sold  in  Troy  and  Albany.  The  oil  cake  being 
an  e.Ycellent  article  of  food  for  cattle  met  with  a  quick  sale  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  mill.  Flax  being  extensively  raised  in  the  neighborh(x')d,  and 
made  into  domestic  linen,  the  seed  was  easily  obtained  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  oil  was  a  lucrative  business.  The  intruduction  of  cotton  cloth, 
however,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  superseded  home-made  linen 
put  an  end  to  the  culture  of  Hax  and  the  manufacture  of  oil,  and  the 
mill  ceased  to  runabout  the  year  1830.  The  mill  was  operated  by  vari- 
ous parties,  among  them  Ezra  1).  Whitaker,  who,  in  1827,  advertised 
in  the  first  newspaper  printed  in  Xorth  Adams  for  800  bushels  tlax- 
seed. 

The  hrst  cloth  dressing  was  done  in  North  Adams  about  the  year 
1798  or  1709,  by  o)ie  Roger  Wing,  from  Coniiecticr.t.  The  fulling  mill 
was  put  into  Jereniiah  Colegrove's  grist  mill,  and  the  litu*shi?ig  was  done  in 
asnmil  building  situated  oii  the  present  site  of  Burlingame  block.  Al)out 
the  year  18oi  a  carding  macliine  was  also  put  in  Mr.  Cclegi  vv  e'>  -  ri-l  niiil. 
In  iSOl  David  Estes,  having  constructed  a  dam  across  the  north  branch 
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of  the  Hoosac,  erected  the  first  buildings  in  North  Adams  for  cai'ding 
wool  and  dressing  cloth.  They  stood  on  the  site  of  the  "Estes  Mill.''  on 
Kiver  sneet,  now  ovrned  by  the  Freeoian  Print  ^Yorks  The  price  oi'Ilt- 
inally  paid  for  carding  wool  was  ten  cents  per  pormd.  The  wool  was 
picked  by  hand  and  greased  witli  lard.  Clotli  was  dressed  for  twenty  to 
lifty  cents  per  yard  ;  indigo  bine  — considered  a  ver\"  genteel  color  in  those 
days— fifty  cents.  The  cloth  was  all  honie-spnn  and  hand  woven.  The 
old  fashioned  spinning  wheel  made  mnsic  in  every  farm  house,  and  the 
clatter  of  the  loom  wns  frequently  heard.  It  was  as  fashionable  then  to 
practi^'O  on  those  machines  as  it  is  now  on  the  piuno.  The  process  of  full- 
ing cloth  was  as  follows  :  tlie  cloth  was  placed  in  a  long  wooden  box,  a 
stream  of  suds  was  poured  in,  and  the  pieces  of  cloth  were  pushed  for\N  ard 
and  back  under  the  heavy  blocks,  wdiich  were  grooved  and  made  to  move 
alternately  over  the  cloth.  By  incessant  rubbing  and  compression  the 
fibres  of  the  cloth  were  compacted,,  and  the  number  of  yards  reduced  one- 
sixth  to  one-quarter,  according  to  order  or  quality.  The  rinsing  was 
done  in  the  same  box,  and  by  tlie  same  x^rocess,  a  stream  of  clean  water 
being  let  on  from  tlie  flume.  The  cloth  was  then  stretched  on  tenter  bars 
in  the  open  air  and  allowed  to  remain  until  perfectly  dry,  when  it  was 
ready  to  be  dressed  or  colored  according  to  the  style. 

The  dressing  or  shearing  was  at  first  done  by  hand  shears,  at  least 
four  feet  long  and  weighing  sixty  or  more  j^ounds  ;  they  were  very  true 
and  nicely  adjusted,  costing  about  thirty-six  dollars;  but  the  labor  of 
operating  them  was  arduous,  and  the  progress  slow.  The  cloth  was  moved 
upon  rollers  and  the  shears  applied  directly  to  its  surface.  An  able  bodied 
man  could  dress  only  from  forty  to  sixty  yards  a  day.  About  the  year 
1801,  hand  shears  for  cloth  dressing  were  superseded  by  machinery  sim- 
ilar to  that  used  at  the  present  time.  Machinery  for  carding  wool  had 
been  invented  and  put  in  general  use  several  years  previous  ;  but  the 
old  fashioned  hand  cards  were  by  no  means  given  up.  \Yith  a  pair 
hand  cards,  a  spinning  wheel  moved  by  a  wood<ui  pin  held  in  the  right 
hand  while  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  shaped  the  yarn,  and  a  heavy 
loom  whicli  required  both  feet  and  hands,  the  women  of  that  d-ty  w-re 
able  to  turn  out  cloth  in  which  their  families  felt  as  complacent  as  broad- 
cloth and  silks  now  make  our  stylish  families  feel.  The  finest  qualities 
of  home  yarn  were  dyed  by  the  art  of  the  good  housewives,  and  w-n-t^u 
into  various  kinds  of  striped  goods  f(U'  ladies'  wear.  The  A^est  a[)parel 
was  fashioned  from  this  cloth  and  also  from  the  finest  colored  and  pressed 
cloth. 

Roger  Wing  carried  on  the  woolen  business  successfully  in  the  above 
mentioned  builJings  for  five  or  six  years.  About  180(3  he  rem. n-, si  his 
machinery  to  Granville,  New  York. 

In  1804  Jereiniah  Coh\grove  erecied  i'ov  rhe  [)ur[>oSiVs  ..f  uo..l  cardin^^ 
ck)th  fulling,  and  di'essing,  a  two-story  l)uihling  on  th.'  ca^^r  bank  of  rhe 
Iloosac  liivur,  jiisr,  north  of  tlie  grist  miU  of  >[.  lb  A.  W.  llo^luv  lb- 
procured  ne'W  nuichinery,  and  a  larg'^  sliaro  of  W'inifs  cnsrom  llow.'d  r.> 
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tlie  establishiiieiit.  About  half  of  eacli  season,  from  May  to  November, 
was  devoted  to  carding  ''rolls"  for  the  active,  strong-armed  lio  use  wives 
to  spin  ;  ajid  in  the  remaining  or  winter  months  the  cloth  dressing  was 
mostly  performed.  Tiiis  business  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Coh^grove  for 
about  fifteen  years.  He  liad  to  suffer  the  disadvantage  of  having  had  no 
previous  experience  in  the  business,  and  he  had  an  untiring,  close-calcu- 
lating competitor  in  David  Estes.  But  the  greatest  evil  vais  being 
obliged  by  the  custom  of  the  times  and  the  scarcity  of  cash  to  trust  almost 
everybody  foi"  everything,  as  many  a  man  then,  as  now,  cut  a  swell  in 
fine  garments  foi"  wliich.  he  had  never  paid. 

About  the  year  lSf)2,  a  colored  woman,  who  had  fled  from  slavery  in 
the  State   of  New  York,  came  to  North  Adams,  closely  pursued  by 
some  kidnappers  from  the  town  of  Hoosick.  She  was  directed  to  Captain 
Colegrove,  as  he  was  then  called,  as  his  v/arm  sympathy  with  misfortune, 
great  physical  strength,  and  unshrinking  courage  made  him  conspicuous. 
She  ran  to  his  door,  crying    For  God's  sake,  save  my  life  !"    Her  under 
lip  was  torn,  and  a  large  wound  was  bleeding  on  the  side  of  her  face. 
Her  ]mrsuers  were  in  sight,  and  rapidly  approaching  over  Furnace  Hill. 
Captain  Colegrove  took  the  poor  creature  by  the  hand,  led  her  quickly 
through  his  house,  and  into  the  grist  mill,  then  standing  where  the  grist 
mill  of  M.  D.     A.  W.  Hodge  now  stands.    He  ordered  the  mill  stopped, 
and  told  his  miller.  Captain  Hay,  not  to  allow  the  gate  to  be  hoisted  by 
anybody  until  further  orders.    He  then  secreted  the  panting  fugitive  in 
the  undershot  water  wlieel.    Returning  to  his  house,  the  kidnappers  soon 
arrived  and  demanded  that  he  should  give  up  the  negro  woman  whom 
they  had  seen  enter  his  door  a  few^  minutes  before.    He  replied  that  they 
miglit  find  her  if  they  could.    They  sen  relied  the  house  from  cellar  to 
attic,  then  the  woodshed,  and  lastly  the  mill,  very  thoroughly.  Though 
they  looked  at  the  water  wheel,  they  were  in  such  a  hurry  or  in  so  tipsy  a 
condition  that  they  did  not  discover  the  hidden  fugitive,  and  therefore 
dejnirted  blustering  and  swaggering  to  the  Black  Tavern.    Srill  enter- 
taining suspicions  of  Mr.  Colegrove,  they  again  visited  his  house  and 
threatened  to  search  his  house  a  second  time.    They  were  boldly  nn^t  and 
refused,  Mr.  Colegrove  telling  them  that  one  search  was  sulhci».Mit  and 
tliat  if  tlipy  visited  his  house  again  it  would  l)e  over  his  dead  body.  They 
looked  at  his  stalwart  form  and  his  flashing  eye  and  ingloriously  re- 
treated.   Hi  tlie  meantime  the  slave  had  been  taken  from  his  watei'  wh^.vl 
and  secreted  in  the  toll  room  upstairs;  and  anothei'  search  being  ex- 
pected, Captain  Ray,  in  order  to  ward  off  the  suspicion  whi(di  unghr 
arise  by  the  mill  being  sto])ped  for  so  long  a  time,  renu)\ed  the  hopper 
and  ])usied  himself  in  shaipening  u[)  his  mil:  stones.    After  dark  the 
fugitive  was  conveyed.  tr>  the  house  of  John  ^Vaterman.,  a  short  distance 
north  i)f  the  vilhige,  where  she  lived  n  niriy  thr  \i  ye.irs. 

Jeiemiah  Colegrove  was  in  fact  a  lit>eral  su[)[)orrtu-  o(  all  public  en- 
terprises and  the  most  prominent  ligui-e  of  this  dtM'adtv  lb'  \v;is  b.-.m  \\\ 
Rhode  Island  in  i75.s.    He  learned  the  tra<b.'  of  a  Macl;snn:h.  and  at  t!ie 
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age  of  lA\enty-oiie  was  drafted  into  the  Revolutionary  army,  where  he 
served  between  two  and  three  year^  as  a  minute  man  or  coast  guard. 
Nearly  all  this  timt^  lie  was  emx)loyed  as  an  armourer  or  gunsmith.  His 
father  and  three  hrolliers  were  engaged  in  someliard  lights,  and  he  burned 
to  be  in  the  thickest  of  the  fray,  but  his  duty  forbade.  He  was  about  six 
feet  tall,  tiuely  pr()pi)i'fioued,  athletic,  nimble,  and  ready  to  lead  off:  in  any 
emergency.  Pie  emi)h)yed  great  numlK-rs  uf  men,  but  never  asked  any- 
body to  do  mu]'e  th.an  he  did.  He  emigrated  to  Cliarlton,  in  Worcester 
county,  about  1784,  an.d  folhjwed  his  trade  of  bkicksmitli  there  for  ten 
years.  He  niade  a  visit  to  North  Adams  in  1703,  was  struck  with  its 
water  power  and  reujoved  there  tlie  following  year.  His  business  enter- 
prises have  already  In^cn  mentioned.  His  foresight  and  keen  practical 
judgment  were  of  more  service  in  developing  the  town  than  in  enriching 
himself.  His  wife  sometimes  repined  at  the  frowning  mountains  and  the 
rough  uncultivated  country,  so  diil'erent  from  iier  native  Rhode  Island, 
but  he  used  to  say  to  hew  "  don't  fret ;  this  will  be  a  city  yet  ;  stich  water 
j)Ower  wasn't  made  for  nothing."  Captain  Colegrove  gained  liis  military 
title  prior  to  1800,  and  held  it  until,  in  ]SO0.  his  son  received  the  same 
commission.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  more  than  twenty  years 
and  was  a  terror  to  evil  doers.  He  held  seveial  petty  town  offices  and 
might  have  held  more  but  for  his  tmpopular  political  sentiments.  He  was 
an  ardent,  out-spoken  federalist,  while  the  tovN  U  \^'as  strongly  democratic, 
giving  an  average  Uiajority  of  over  one  hundred  in  two  liundred  and  fifty 
votes.  He  formed  the  then  liazardous  duty  of  challenge]'  at  the  polls, 
and  was  a  great  tactician,  or  wire-puller,  as  it  would  now  be  called.  He 
was  a  sincere  Chiistian,  spotless  in  moral  character  and  integrity ;  of  frank 
hospitality  and  of  great  benevolence  to  the  sick  and  unfortunate.  In 
times  of  trouble  his  political  eneniifS  ihe  had  no  others)  would  go  to 
him  in  preference  to  niany  of  their  own  partisans,  for  he  was  trusty, 
sympathizing,  a  man  of  his  woixl  in  all  things,  and  a  whole  sortled 
friend.  He  died  in  North  Adams,  August  2Gth,  1837.  His  wife  survived 
him  fotirteen  yetirs  and  for  the  last  few  years  of  her  life  she  received 
a  pension  from  tlie  Federal  government  for  the  Revolutionary  services 
of  her  husband. 

About  the  year  1799  Dickinson  &  Brown  erected  a  forge  for  making 
wrought  iron  fron)  the  ore.  This  forge  was  erected  east  of  Eagle  bridge, 
oti  the  site  of  the  Freeman  Print  Works.  Benjauiin  Sililey,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  North  Adams,  father  of  Hiram  Sibley,  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y..  was  connected  in  some  way  with  tin*  operations  of  the  forge.  The 
ore  was  procured  from  Cheshire,  South  Adams,  ami  .some  from  8[amford, 
Yt.  It  made  a  good  quality  of  iron,  but  o\\  ing  to  sonu'  cause,  p*^a'haps 
the  cost  of  transportation,  it  did  noc  iprove  remunerative. 

At  a  later  period,  abouf  tiie  \-ear  ISOI  t(»  1804.  during  the  operaiion 
of  the  forge  by  .Mr.  Brown,  he  us-^'d  some  ore,  mixing  it  with  pig  iron, 
wdiirh  wa.^  bn.juglit  fro!u  Salisbui-y,  C'onn..  and  turned  out  exceliiMit 
wrought  iron.    This  was  called     reiining.''    The  business  was  superin- 
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tended  by  Edward  Wit.lierell,  aa  experienced,  practical  iron-maker.  The 
wroiiglit  iron  business  jxiid  \\\-U  from  the  fact  that  the  product  com- 
manded $1 40  per  ton.  It  v/as  of  a  su  perior  q  uali t y .  Tiie  process  of  prepar- 
ing the  ore  for  melting  was  as  follows.  A  hirge^  hollow ^white  oak  log, 
halved  into  a  troagb:  was  placed  firmly,  with  iron  cross  bar  grates  to  hold 
up  the  ore,  and  a  space  beneath  for  letting  the  liner  pai-ticles  pass  down 
as  they  were  broken  off,  from  whence  tliey  were  shoveled  out  in  leadi- 
ness  for  the  forge.  The  process  of  breaking  the  ore  was  by  a  large  point- 
ed hammer,  n]0^^ed  by  a  ^\ater  wheel  lilve  a  tripdiammer,  falling  up;)n  it. 
The  forge  for  melting  the  ore  into  iron  was  constructed  in  form  some- 
what like  a  blacksmith's  foig-e  and  chimney,  only  of  a  much  ho'ger  size 
and  with  more  solid  and  permanent  stone  and  brick  work,  with  a  basin 
similar  in  sha])e  and  size  to  a  large  potash  kettle,  near  the  flue  of  the 
chimney.  For  keeping  up  draught,  two  pairs  of  large  bellows  were 
placed,  one  on  each  side,  and  operated  by  a  water  wheel.  The  ore.  pre 
pared  as  above,  was  put  into  the  furnace  and  melted,  the  mass  being  oc- 
casionall}'  tapped  to  draw  off  the  cinders  and  dross.  When  a  snflicient 
quantity  of  iron  was  melted  to  make  a  lump  of  iron  called  a  "loop," 
weighing  100  to  150  x^ounds,  it  was  drawn  out  upon  the  hearth  floor  with 
a  huge  pair  of  tongs.  As  soon  as  it  cooled  a  little,  it  was  hammered  into 
an  oblong  shape  with  a  large  sledge,  wielded  by  the  brawny  arras  of  the 
workmen  of  those  days.  Then  by  a  crane,  witii  coupliiig  or  grappling 
hooks,  it  was  lifted  upon  a  heavy  anvil,  and  a  forge  hammer  of  some  TOO 
pounds  safeh' fastened  in  the  end  of  a  solid  piece  of  timber,  was  lifted 
and  let  fall  by  cogs  attached  to  the  shaft  of  a  water  wheel  at  the  other 
end  of  the  timber  and  a  spring  pole.  Tiie  fall  of  the  hammer  was  about 
three  feet,  and  its  weight  rapidly  shaped  the  red  hot  loop  of  iron.  The 
glowing  mass  was  first  forge-hammered  in  the  center,  so  as  to  cut  it  into 
two  pieces  for  more  easy  handling  and  drawing  out.  When  occasion  re- 
quired it  was  reheated  and  drawn  out  into  rough  bars,  of  a  size  suitable 
for  wagon  tires. 

Our  present  workers  in  iron,  who  can  purchase  wrought  iron  of 
almost  any  size  and  shape,  made  fit  for  all  uses  by  machinery,  can  hardly 
realize  the  difficulties  of  eai'ly  blacksmithing.  For  many  years  all  the 
iron,  even  that  which  was  imported,  came  in  large,  rough  hiunmered,  un- 
shapely bars  ;  and  when  small  articles  were  needed,  such  as  horse  shoes, 
door  hinges,  and  even  brad  nails,  these  bars  were  heated  and  hammered 
down  to  the  proper  dimensions,  or  split  with  the  aid  of  a  strilxt^i'." 
The  strong  arms  and  steady  nerves  of  the  snnths  were  severely  taxed, 
and  it  was  no  child's  play  when  such  men  as  Joseph  Darby,  David  Dar- 
ling, and  other  ingenious,  hard-v/(jrking  meidianics  hibored  at  the  anvib 
fashioning  articles  for  the  maiiib>ld  uses  of  business  ami  comiU'Ui  life. 
David  Darling  built  a  blacksmith's  sho[)  in  180-i,  on  the  present  site  of 
the  Wilson  House.  Mr.  Darling  ^^■as  a  kiful  neighb(u\  a  man  of  dt^cision, 
with  a  strong  sense  of  justice,  though  phiin  an  1  un:isMiming  in  his  ways. 
On  a  certain  occasion,  the  use  of  the  village  church  having  been  vleiiied 
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by  two  01'  three  of  its  self  constituted  guardians  to  a  TJniversalist  prericher, 
Mr.  Darling,  who  kept  the  key,  declared  that  it  was  the  agreement  and 
understanding  that  the  church  should  be  o|)ened  to  any  respectal)]e 
preaclier  whom  the  people  wished  to  hear,  wlien  it  was  not  occupied  by 
the  Baptist  society  ;  and  he  would  open  it  to  the  Universalists.  He  did 
so,  and  the  \Vord  according  to  Universalisni  was  preached  possibly  for 
the  fu\st  time  in  the  town. 

Joseph  Darby  also  built  a  blacksmitlv  s  shop  in  1810,  near  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Eagle  stJ'eets. 

The  work  turned  out  from  these  l)lacksmilh\s  shops,  although  strong 
and  durable,  would  not  cr)mpai'e  witli  the  work  now  done  by  ordinary 
blacksmiths.  The  greatest  advance  may  be  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the 
vehicles  now^  in  use  with  those  of  eighty  years  ago.  The  vehicle  then  in 
general  use  for  all  purposes  was  the  rough,  strongly-made  two  horse 
lumber  wagon.  The  wheel  tires  of  this,  as  w^ell  as  those  of  the  ox-cart, 
were  composed  of  several  pieces,  forming  joints  over  each,  felloe.  The 
art  of  setting  tires  whole  did  not  come  into  general  use  in  Adams  until 
about  1810.  The  setting  of  the  first  wagon  tire  whole  in  North  Adams 
was  regarded  with  almost  as  much  interest  as  the  completion  of  a  new 
railroad  now  excites.    The  villagers  turned  oat  to  wdtness  the  operation. 

Long  journeys  in  those  days  w^ere  performed  on  foot,  on  horse-back, 
or  in  a  two  horse  lund^er  wagon.  Chui'cli  going,  pleasure  rides,  or  visits 
to  balls  and  parties  were  frequently  made  with  a  lady  sitting  behind  a 
gentleman  on  the  sauie  horse— he  on  a  saddle,  she  on  a  pillion,  or  sort  of 
cushion,  and  with  her  arms  around  his  waist.  The  "horseblock.''  to 
assist  the  ladies  in  mounting  or  dismounting  from  the  pillion,  was  then 
an  indispensable  appendage  in  front  of  every  man's  dw^elling ;  no  man 
considered  his  premises  finished  wdthout  one.  The  ladies*  side  saddle 
soon  after  came  into  general  use,  and  the  damsels  of  those  days  became 
remarkably  prohcient  equestrians. 

It  is  probable  that  no  wagon  springs  of  any  kind  were  in  use  in 
Adams  until  about  the  year  1808,  wdien  Shubael  Wilmarth.  father  of 
Colonel  Henry  Wilmarth,  purchased  of  the  Xew  Lebanon  Shakers  a  tvro 
horse  pleasure  wagon,  for  $84,  with  what  were  termed  "spring  seats.'' 
These  springs  were  of  the  simplest  possible  construction,  two  pieces  of 
ash  timber,  one  on  each  side,  bolted  to  a  bed-piece  on  the  wagon  box.  They 
ran  up  at  an  angle  of  about  thirty  degrees,  and  the  seat  was  phiced  upon 
them,  the  spring  being  imparted  b\'  the  elasticity  of  the  timl)er,  and  rwo 
persons  would  find  it  easier  riding  than  <,)ne. 

The  first  regular  wagon  shop  was  opened  by  Monroe  Dickinson,  in 
1798,  about  twenty  rods  north  of  Eagle  l)ridge,  and  Samuel  l>rovvn  com- 
menced wagon  making  about  t8ns,  on  Ragle  street,  and  in  [SI'3  lie  built  a 
shop  on  Center  street.  About  the  year  IS  ),)  a  new  era  cotunienced  by  ihe 
introduction  of  tlie  one  horse  luniber  wagon.  IMiongli  with.oiit  springs, 
this  vehicle  was  gla<lly  w(droiued.  I'liis  w;is  followed  by  the  one  Innse 
pleasure  wagon,  with  ^springs  of  wood,  supposed  to  have  been  nuiuiu'ac- 
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tared  at  Belcliortowii.  The  first  wag'ou  of  this  description  was  j^robably 
brought  into  rown  in  IS12  or  1814  by  Shubiiel  Wilmarth,  jr.  This  vehi- 
cle cost  sOO  and  was  painted  yellow  throughout.  The  wlieels  were  very 
small,  tlie  felloes  were  iiairow  l)ut  heavy,  and  the  framed  and  paneled 
box  was  set  on  a  rocker,  with  a  king-bolt  through  the  axletree.  Tlie 
wlieels  were  held  in  place  by  wooden  linchpins.  The  seat  w:is  raised  high 
on  wooden  springs  as  above  described.    The  next  improvement  was  the 

grassho}>per  spring,"  made  of  Vv'ood,  and  probably  so  called  from  its 
resemblance  in  shai)e  to  the  l)ent  legs  of  that  insect  when  ready  to  leap. 
Then  came  the  ^]^)rt  thorough  In'ace  conrpo^ed  of  several  thicknesses  of 
leather  sewed  together,  bolted  to  the  bottom  of  the  wagon  box  and 
around  the  rocker.  Soon  afterward  followed  the  long  thorougli  brace,  so 
generally  used  on  stage  coaches  for  many  years.  The  present  elliptical 
spring  was  not  much  used  in  town  until  182S.  The  old  fashioned  sleighs 
were  constructed  with  very  high  backs,  and  scallops  at  the  sides  extend- 
ing almost  to  tlie  bottoms.  The  dashboai'd  vvas  also  very  high,  and  a 
small  man  would  be  completely  hidden  from  behind,  and  would  almost 
need  to  rise  from  his  seat  to  see  his  horse.  The  runners  were  sticks  of 
timber  sele(^ted  for  their  natural  crook,  or  more  rarely  they  were  sawed 
out  -  the  art  of  steaming  and  l)ending  wood  l)eing  little  used  until  18'28. 
The  sleigh  shoes,  when  not  of  wood,  were  of  wrought  iron,  and  the 
sleighs  were  usually  painted  of  one  color,  with  the  initials  of  the  owner's 
name,  in  letters  like  handwriting,  surmounted  with  a  scroll,  painted  on 
the  sleigh  backs.    Some  of  the  early  one  horse  sleighs  were  called 

pangs,''  probably  because  instead  of  thills,  there  was  a  tongue  mor- 
tised into  the  roller  at  one  side,  and  the  horse  was  attached  to  the  neap, 
or  the  end  of  the  tongue,  by  a  neck-yoke  made  of  wood  or  iron. 

Traveling  in  those  days  was  no  pleasure  atl'air.  The  journey  from 
Adams  to  2s'ew  York  city,  now  a  mere  pastime,  was  then  a  serious  affair, 
not  only  as  to  expense  but  from  the  danger  from  the  winds  and  waves  on 
the  Hudson  River. 

The  hrst  stage  which  passed  through  North  Adams  for  the  convey- 
ance of  mails  and  passengers  was  established  about  the  year  1814  by  a 
Mr.  Phelps  of  Greenfield.  The  citizens  subscribed  liberall}'  in  aid  of  the 
enterprise,  and  the  stage  ran  once  a  week  between  Greenfield  and  Albany, 
via  Williamstown,  Hancock,  and  Sand  Lake.  The  first  vehicle  used  was 
an  uncovered  two  horse  wagon  with  the  body  suspended  upon  leather 
springs.  The  stage  coacli  with  four  horses  was  regarded  as  a  wonderful 
improvement  and  the  blast  of  the  driver  s  tin  horn  announcing  the  arrival 
as  he  pulled  i-ein  in  front  of  the  '"Old  Black  Tavern''  never  failed  to 
cause  a  commotion.  This  building,  which  was  then  situated  on  the  east 
corner  of  2\lain  and  State  streets,  was  the  first  liotel  of  consequence  in 
North  Adams.  The  rear  pai't  was  ],>ailr  l>y  Samuel  Hay,  ixnd  aftt^rward 
occupied  by  Al,>iel  Smii  h,  one  of  the  eiirly  settlers.  This  was  probably 
previ(Mis  to  ITSi^  as  tlu,^  IniUi.  ea.st  wing  was  erecte<l  by  i);iviil  Darling  in 
.1788.    In  lTOr>  jlr.  Darling  op»ened  the  same  as  a  public  lioii>e.    It  was 
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afterward  sold  and  occupied  l)y  ]?og'er  WinG;.  About  the  year  1804, 
Betlinel  Tiniiey  ])U]'cliased  ilie  preir.isps  of  Mr.  AViiig  and  erected  tlie 
upriglit  parr  of  riie  })ui!diM.i;".  He  kept  it  untjl  the  year  1808,  when  Eicli- 
ard  Knight  piii'clnised  the  huildingand  forty  acres  of  land  adjoinina-  for 
the  sum  of  s-f.Ooo.  Tlie  bonndaries  included  all  tlie  then  vacant  land, 
from  a  point  lielow  Ihr:  IMchmond  no!is<%  east  on  the  south  side  of  Main 
stJ-eet  to  the  property  of  the  Xorth  Adams  Savings  Bank,  thence  south, 
embracing  a  large  share  of  wliat  is  now  Suninier,  Quincy,  and  a  i}arr  of 
Chestnut  sti'eet,  including  all  of  State  street  to  the  l;)ridge,  and  the 
grounds  wliere  rliu  PitLsiieid  North  Adams  Railroad  <lepot  is  located. 
Mr.  Knight  ke|)t  the  house  for  several  years  and  then  leased  the  same 
to  Geoige  Whitman,  who  kept  it  from  1812  to  1814.  In  1814  \V.  E. 
Bray  ton  succeeded  Mr.  Whitman  as  lessee  and  occupied  it  until  the 
spring  of  18JG,  when  Alpheus  Snnth,  who  had  formerly  kept  a  house  at 
Cheshi]'e  Corners,  leased  the  jDremises  and"  occupied  the  same  uninter- 
ruptedly— ^vitli  the  exception  of  a  short  time  in  connection  with  O.  C. 
Smith— until  it  was  closed,  a  period  of  twenty  years.  There  was 
formerly  a  long  row  of  tall  Lombardy  poplar  trees  in  front  of  the 
old  ''Black  Tavern,"  outside  the  sidewalk.  This  was  the  only  public 
house  kept  in  Xorth  Adams  until  the  erection  of  the  Berkshire  House  in 
181o.  As  a  matter  of  course  it  did  a  large  business,  especially  after  the 
w^ar  with  Great  Biltain,  wlien  emigration  fi'om  Xew  England  to  the 
"  Genesee  country  '*  and  the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio  was  at  its  lieight. 
Ox  teams  were  then  the  x)rincipal  motive  power  for  heavy  loads;  and  two 
and  three  yoke  of  oxen  were  attached  to  a  large  canvass  covered  wagon, 
labeled  OZi/o,"  and  accompanied  by  a  one  or  two  horse  vehicle  with  the 
family.  The  emigrant  family  was  generally  w-ell  supplied  with  cooking 
utensils  and  provisions  and  camped  out  nights  when  distant  from  hotels. 
The  distance  occupied  from  forty  to  sixty  days. 

The  *' Old  Black  Tavern ''  through  all  its  vicissitudes  maintained  a 
high  reputation,  and  was  not  only  ihe  resting  place  of  the  weary  traveller, 
but  was  the  center  of  attraction  for  conviviality  and  social  gatherings.  It 
was  the  regular  resort  of  local  politicians  to  decide  their  miniature  vic- 
tories, and  to  discirss  events  big  wdth  importance. 

In  those  days  it  was  customary  for  all  men  to  drink  in  a  social  way. 
Spirituous  liquors  were  regarded  in  the  same  light  as  tea  and  coffee  are 
at  the  present  day,  and  the  rattling  of  the  toddy-stick,  and  the  hissing 
of  the  Hipiron — a  red  hot  poker — were  heard  in  every  public  house.  It 
was  not  uncommon,  in  calling  upon  divines  of  former  days,  to  see  the  de- 
canter set  upon  the  table,  and  be  invited  to  take  a  social  glass  ;  and  "tlie 
old  fashioned  punch  bowl  was  in  frecpient  use. 

The  ''Berkshire  House"  was  originally  a  sniall  two  story  building. 
It  was  erected  in  the  year  181,">  by  Coloricl  William  Wattn'nnni  and  was 
designed  as  a  stage  ta\ern.  Mr.  AVaternurn  owi\ed  and  <H"(Mip!ed  the 
house  for  six  years,  and  then  disposed  of  the  preiuises  to  George  Wiiit- 
man,  who  added  abo.u  twenry-live  feet  ro  tlie  east  end  of  the  l.)ui]ding. 
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Ill  a  few  years  it  again  changed  hands.  Rufus  Westcott  l)ecame  proprie- 
tor and  will)  liis  son  ueenpieci  ir  two  years.  Tiiey  then  leased  it  to  Flenry 
Jejiks  who  kept  it  fw  two  years.  It  was  next  carried  on  during  file  yenr 
18*28  by  ^I'athaiiie]  G.  Waterman.  In  18:29  James  Wilbur  l^ecanie  pro- 
prietor and  occupant.  He  greatly  improved  the  premises  by  adding  eight 
feet  to  the  west  end,  putting  on  anotlier  story  and  raising  tlie  roof,  add 
iiig  a  dijiing  I'oom.  piazza,  and  pillai's,  and  repairing  the  outI)uildings. 
Wliile  Cohuiel  Wateiitian  owned  and  kept  the  Berkshire  House  he  be- 
came a  large  owner  in  the  stage  line,  which  eventually  made  three  trips 
per  week,  and  by  wliich  it  was  intended  to  conve}^  passengers  tlirougli 
between  Albany  and  Bost(.>n  in  forty-eight  hours.  Many  changes  in 
ownership  occurred  up  to  tiie  year  1825,  about  which  time  there  was  a 
revival  of  mannfacttiring  enterprises  ;  and  the  natural  increase  of  travel, 
the  larger  compensation  for  carrying  the  mail,  and  the  awakened  spirit  of 
improvement,  Jed  to  better  facilities.  Staging  vras  evidently  a  profitable 
bnsiness.  Colonel  Waterman  not  only  carried  the  mail,  but  he  distrib- 
uted it  ah'>o,  altliough  he  Avas  not  the  first  postmaster. 

The  first  post  office  in  Adams  was  established  at  South  Adams  audit 
retained  the  name  of  the  '*  Adatns"  post  office  long  before  the  setting-off 
of  the  town  of  Xorth  Adams  from  tlie  mother  town.  South  Adams,  as  is 
well  known,  took  precedence,  in  the  early  yeai  s,  of  North  Adams  inlnisi 
ness  and  X30pulation.  Tiie  communications  by  mail  to  persons'  in  Adams 
were  at  first  brought  from  Pittsfield  by  private  hands.  About  the  year 
1814  the  North  Adams  post  office  was  established,  and  the  first  postmas- 
ter appointed  was  Nathaniel  Putnam,  grandson  of  the  old  hero  Israel 
Putnam.  His  office  was  kept  in  Mr.  Putnanvs  law  ofiice  in  the  upper 
story  of  Giles  Tinker's  yellow  building.  The  gross  receipts  for  postag-e 
for  the  first  quarter  were  61.50.  Mr.  Putnam's  only  inducement  to  take 
the  office  was  the  franking  privilege  which  it  conferred. 

About  the  year  1815  the  manufacture  of  hats  had  become  well  estab- 
lished in  the  town.  Charles  Peck  and  Henry  Crittenden  had  commenced 
the  business  about  the  year  1804,  in  a  building  on  Eagle  street,  and  it 
w^as  cai'ried  on  quite  extensively  for  several  years,  and  the  product  re- 
tailed, furnislied  to  order,  or  carried  to  Troy  and  Albany  and  sold  to 
country  merchants.  Enoch  Chase  purchased  the  pjremises  and  succeeded 
to  the  business  in  the  year  ISIG.  He  made  hats  to  order  for  many  years 
until  the  new  inventions  and  cheaper  methods  of  manufacturers  in  the 
large  cities  ruined  his  business.  In  olden  times  the  common  stiff  felt  hat 
— which,  it  may  be  supposed,  succeeded  the  famous  cocked-up  hat  of  the 
Kevolutionary  era — was  considei'ed  a  stylish  article  of  dress  :  while  the 
high  crowned  all-fur  beaver  was,  and  lasted  for  many  years  as,  a  go-to- 
meeting  article,  the  fashion  not  tlien  changing  like  the  moon.  Next  came 
the  napped  fur  h.at.  with  its  broad  brim  and  Hat  crown,  followed  by  the 
high  crown,  with  either  narrow  or  wide  brim,  the  sugar  loaf  shape,  the  half 
bell  crown  and  full  )>ell  cn^wn,  with  brim  an  incli  and  a  half  wide,  and 
the  doul>le  haring  bell  (U'owii  with  Inim  only  one  half  incli  v/ide.  The 
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silk  plush  lint  was  not  introdiicod  until  a  more  recent  period,  and  cloth 
and  fur  caps  came  later  still.  About  1812  or  1814  a  style  of  hats  for  hidies 
was  inr rodu'jt  d,  which  were  very  becoming.  They  were  of  fur,  black 
colored,  with  jstraight  upi'ight  low  crown  and  narrovv'  brim  just  covering 
the  head,  while  two  or  three  black  plumes  bent  over  the  crown.  The 
mailing  hats  for  the  female  pr>rtion  of  the  community  was  usually  done 
in  private  houses.  Then  came  amoving  shop  from  Troy  for  the  sale  of 
bonnets,  and  hnally  a  millinery  shop  was  opened  in  a  small  dwelling- 
house  on  the  south  side  of  Main  street,  near  the  bridge.  Here  were  fitted 
up  some  of  the  celebrated  Navarino  bonnets,''  manufactured  in  the 
soutli  part  of  the  county,  entirely  of  paper,  of  various  colors.  The  iiiush 
was  in  imitation  of  the  Leghoi'n  hats,  an  article  much  worn  at  that  time. 
The  "  Navai'ino  bonnets"  were  lirst  sold  in  New  York  and  Boston  as 
high  as  ten  dollars  apiece,  but  they  had  a  brief  run,  as  the  first  mist  or 
clew  took  the     shine"  oil,  and  a  shower  wilted  tlie  whole  gear. 

But  comparati\'ely  little  attention  was  ])aid  to  dress  or  to  the  furnish- 
ing (»f  dwelling  houses.  There  were  no  mahogany  tables,  sofas,  pianos, 
or  Brussels  carpets  in  those  days.  The  matter  of  furnishing  the  ''best 
gr(-at  rooms"  was  a  minor  consideration,  for  generally  one  or  two  rooms 
constituted  the  whole  premises.  But  in  cases  where  a  "great  room"  was 
set  apart  for  company  or  festive  occasions,  the  clean  smooth  floor  was 
sprinkled  wirh  white  sand,  laid  in  spots,  or  regular  or  waved  lines  or 
crosses,  or  various  shades  or  figures  drawn  with  a  broom.  This  formed 
the  ornamental  carpet  for  many  years,  and  woe  to  the  youngster,  or  care- 
less spouse,  who  with  bare  feet  tracked  the  floor  and  erased  or  distorted 
a  fancy  figure.  The  musical  instrument  of  every  dwelling  was  the  spin- 
ning wheel,  and  it  produced  all  tlie  yarn  from  which  all  the  garments  and 
bed  clothing  were  woven  in  hand-looms.  All  houses  had  fire-places, 
stoves  being  almost  entirely  unknown.  Home-made  furniture  accompa- 
nied the  liome-spun  clothes,  pine  tables,  benches,  stools,  splint  chairs  for 
beaux,  wf^oden  trays  and  trenchers,  pewter  plates  and  spoons,  and  the 
bright  pewter  basin  of  ample  dimensions.  The  latter  dish,  filled  with 
luscious  milk  and  hasty  pudding,  was  in  many  instances  the  dej^osi'ory 
of  supper  for  the  entire  household,  each  one  dipping  in  his  spoon  and  all 
eating  from  the  same  dish.  Bean  porridge,  being  a  '*  lawful  tender,"  was 
served  up  in  the  same  way  and  the  dainty  urchin  who  refused  it  went 
siipperless  to  ]:<ed.  Plain  fare  made  sturdy  men,  and  the  war  of  ISI'2 
found  the  citizens  of  Adaujs  ready  and  willing  to  do  their  share. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1812.  it  was  voted  in  town  meetitig  "Mhat  each 
soldier  now  detached  from  tlie  town  of  Adams  shall  receive  a  sum  in  addi- 
tion to  what  thev  now  receive  from  tlie  national  iiovernment.enouirh  to  raise 
their  wages  to  811.00  per  month  while  in  actual  service,  and  should  they 
die  in  action  or  otherwise  the  sum  shall  be  paid  to  their  legal  representa- 
tives." It  was  also  voted  ''to  choose  a  (.'omndttee  of  Public  Safety  and 
Correspondence,  to  consist  of  eleven,  Jolui  Bucklin,  John  Waterman, 
lilishaAVells,  Henry  Wilnuirth,  Joseph  Rowland,  Joel  Richardson,  John 
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Erowii,  Cluu'les  Wells,  Isiuic  Brown,  Cliarles  Walkoi*  nnd  Joseph.  Wa'ls- 
woi'th."'  Tliis  coiiiinirtee  were  directed  lo  correspond  with  the  coniniittees 
appointpd  foi- tlie  same  purposes  in  the  dilierent  towns  in  the  coniaion- 
Avealtli.  On  rlie  J2th  of  Angast  in  the  same  year  the, town  voted  "  to 
■give  a  l)onnty  of  to  each  soklier  beh')nging  to  eitlier  the  companies  of 
militia  in  tlie  town  of  Adanis  who  sliall  volnnteer  their  services  iis  sol- 
diers at  tlie  present  time,  and  wlio  sliall  be  actnally  embodied  and  serve 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  and  shall  likewise  receive  an  honorable 
discharge  frr^n  said  service,  shall  l)e  entitled  to  payment  by  an  order  on 
the  tren^niva'  of  said  town  for  their  term  of  service/' 

It  is  ?]ot  known  how  many  men  enlisted,  bat  the  quota  of  the  town 
was  evidently  iilleel,  as  on  the  14th  of  September,  1814,  the  town  voted 
to  ]'aise  -s^OO  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  charges  already  accrued 
for  furnishing  our  quota  of  troops  detached,  and  procure  our  deficiency 
of  camp  equipage  including  tents  and  ammunition.  Voted  to  choose  a 
committer^  of  five  to  draught  resolutions  expressive  of  cmr  sentiments  of 
onr  duty  in  relation  to  the  x>i'esent  situation  of  our  country,  chose  Arthur 
F.  Field,  Josiah  Q.  Eol)inson,  Jeremiah  Colegrove,  jr.,  John  AYaterman, 
jr.,  Daniel  B.  Bush  this  committee.  Voted  to  raise  §400  for  the  purpose 
of  making  such  soldiers'  wages  amount  to  $15  per  month  with  what  Gov- 
ernment pays,  who  is  detached  and  X)ersonally  served.'' 

For  several  years  prior  to  1822  the  proposal  to  build  a  town  house 
for  the  purpose  of  hc4ding  town  meetings  occasioned  a  bitter  controversy 
between  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  of  North  and  South  Adams.  For 
many  yeai's  the  town  meetings  had  been  held  at  private  houses.  On  May 
10th,  1784,  the  town  xoled  to  pay  Joseph  Sole  the  sum  of  £3  for  the  use 
of  his  liome  in  the  time  past  in  holding  town  meetings  in  it.''  In  the 
article  calling  a  toun  meeting  on  the  ninth  of  March,  1808  to  see  if  the 
town  will  raise  money  to  hunld  a  town  house,  and  take  measures  to  carry 
it  into  effect.''  No  action  was  taken,  however,  until  }^farch  16th,  1811, 
when  Elislia  Wells,  John  Waternnm,  John  Brown,  James  Mason,  and 
Jesse  Whix)ple  were  chosen  a  committee  ''to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  building  a  House  for  the  purpose  of  holding  town  meetings 
in,  and  to  agree  on  the  place  where  it  shall  stand,  and  to  calculate  the 
size  and  cost  of  the  hoirse,  and  report  at  the  Representative  meeting  in 
May  next."  On  the  Otli  of  May  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  fa- 
vored the  building  of  the  house,  was  not  accepted.  "  The  war  of  1812 
divei'ted  the  attention  ul  the  towni  from  the  town  house  for  several  years, 
and  it  was  not  until  Apial  1st,  1822,  that  the  town  voted  to  build  a  town 
house,''  and  to  raise  8'")00  for  that  [)urpose.  A  long  debate  followed  as  to 
where  the  house  should  be  lo<*ated.  A  majoiity  vot^Hl  that  it  should  be 
located  at  th^  '-corner  of  Doctor  Cummings'  orchard,"  but  the  advocates 
of  the  site  near  the  house  of  Abraham  llowland  sitcceeded  in  rev^u'sing 
this  decisifui,  and  the  meeting  finally  \-ot('d  to  leav(»  the  matter  to  a  von\- 
mittee  of  disiutfU■^^st^^l  m':u  living  out  of  to\vn.  A  l)uilding  commil  iee, 
consisting  of  Eli>ha  W't-lls,  l^iciHui-nd  Ihovvu,  and  Elisha  Kingsley,  v.as 
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then  ai)p()inter],  mid  tho.  meeting  ndjoiirned.  At  tlie  next  meetinp:,  Orro- 
bei-  19th,  1S22,  tlieie  was  onorher  hitrli,  mid  the  matter  was  postponed, 
and  nothing  rame  of  ir  nntil  rlie  :2d  oi'  Mny,  1825,  wlien  William  AVatei-- 
man,  Samnel  Jenks,  Samnel  Bowen,  .Tosiaii  Q.  Ivol>inson,  and  E]i>ha 
Kingsley  were  appointed  a  eommirtee  to  report  a  plan  and  the  ]U'obaMe 
expense.  This  committee  reported  a  plan  calling  for  a  building  44  by  32, 
with  a  hall  10  by  8,  at  a  prol)able  expense  of  ^oOO,  on  the  10th  of  May, 
1825,  and  their  report  was  accepted.  This  r<^])ort  occasioned  a  long  and 
acrimonious  debate,  and  so  much  ill  feeling  vv^as  stirred  up,  that  the  24Lh 
of  Decendter,  1825,  a  committee  vvho  liad  been  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  division  of  the  town  reported  favorably,  and  the  t^^wn 
voted  in  favor  of  division  by  a  vote  of  90  to  70,  and  it  was  voted  to  sus- 
pend the  building  of  the  town  house  until  ^larch,  1826.  Better  counsels 
prevailed,  howevei',  and  on  the  9th  of  January,  1820,  the  town  voted  not 
to  divide  by  a  vote  of  158  against  division  and  none  in  favor.  The  town 
house  was  built  midway  between  North  Adams  and  So\ith  Adams,  on 
land  of  Abraliam  Mowland.  and  the  iirst  town  meeting  was  held  in  it  on 
the  6th  of  Novembei-,  1820,  to  vote  for  a  representative. 

The  growth  of  the  town  of  Adams  for  llie  first  fifty  years  after  its  in- 
corporation was  exceedingly  slow.  The  population  in  1790  was  2.04'); 
in  1800,  1,688:  in  1810,  1,703;  in  1820,  1.836;  and  in  1830.  only  2,049. 
About  the  year  1825  manufacturing  received  a  new^  impetus  ami  a 
steady  growth  began  which  lias  continued  with  few  interruptions  ^ver 
since.  In  1825  in  North  Adams  two  factories  were  built  and  in  (>|^er- 
ation,  the  "Old  Brick."  and  the  "Eagle  Mill."  There  were  als..  at 
that  time  two  carding  and  clotliing  works,  tw^o  grist  mills,  the  savv'  mill, 
one  oil  mill,  one  machine  shop,  and  one  tannery.  There  were  but  *"wo 
churches,  five  stores,  two  hotels,  two  blacksmith's  shops,  one  wa-'on 
maker's  shop,  one  tailor  s  shop,  one  milliner's  shop,  one  cabinet  sh<>x\ 
one  harness  shop,  three  shoemaker  s  shops,  and  but  few  otlier  mechanics. 
Main,  Eagle,  and  Center  streets  then  comprised  the  whole  villauw  aad 
there  were  not  more  than  lifty  residences.  Only  two  dwellings  stoo'l  <m 
Church  Hill.  Summer,  Quincy,  and  Chestnut  were  pasturage  and  tillage 
land.  River  street  was  considered  a  waste  and  worthless  tract.  All  east 
of  Eagle  street,  excepting  a  small  furnace,  was  a  bush  pasture  for  cows, 
with  a  most  forbidding  display  of  boulders  and  hillocks.  The  trade  of 
the  manufacturers  and  merchants  was  all  v\-itli  Troy  and  New^  York  city, 
and  the  freighting  was  done  by  teams,  of  course.  No  bank  existed  in 
Adams,  and  financial  facilities  were  sought  at  Pittsheld,  Troy,  or  by  au 
adventurous  trip  "over  the  mountain"  to  Greenfield  Dollars  lookej  as 
huge  as  sauce  plates  in  those  days,  and  ninepences  were  not  so  c(un]n(n\ 
a  method  of  payment  as  heml(<ck  boai  ds.  spi  iu'e  shingles,  and  green  wood. 
In  South  Adams  at  this  time  the  I'oads  to  Cheshire  were  three  ;  one]>assed 
over  Sralford's  Hill,  another  by  tlie  Quaker  meeting  house,  and  the  third 
o^er  Fisk  Hill.  AU  freight  transported  to  and  i'wnu  AlOaiiy  was  s.  nt 
by  the  last  mentioned  route.    14ie  east  road  into  tln^  vibage  ran  past  fie- 


482 


HISTORY  OF  BEKKSTTIRE  COUNTY. 


watering  trough  and  np  Fisk  Tlill.  There  was  no  road  corresx)onding  to 
Commercial  street,  and  tlie  old  Piankett  mill  stood  at  the  end  of  a  road 
wliicli  now  leads  to  Cheshire.  The  first  mill  in  Sotith  Adams  was  a  grist 
mill  whicli  stood  nearly  op])Osite  the  watering  trougili.  The  next  mill 
was  the  old  Plunkett  mill.  The  stores  were  few  and  small.  Mr.  Sayles' 
store  was  one,  and  another  stood  on  the  site  of  rhe  old  Registry  of  Deeds, 
a  third  nearly  opposite  this  store,  and  two  others  0(3cupied  the  site  of 
Collins'  block.  There  were  two  hotels,  one  wliere  tlie  Greylock  House 
now  stands,  and  one  on  Park  street.  The  churches  were  the  Quaker 
meeting  liouseand  the  old  brick  church.  The  old  house  where  Gfovernor 
Briggs  was  born  was  built  in  179o,  and  was  moved  to  make  room  for  the 
U  n i  \-  er sa  1  i s l  ch u  r ch . 

A])oiit  this  time  the  question  of  the  carriage  of  freight  from  Boston 
to  the  West  was  the  subject  of  earnest  discussion.  For  some  years  prior 
to  1825  the  project  was  seriously  contemplated  of  running  a  canal  through 
the  connty  of  Berksliire  from  Boston  to  the  Hudson  River.  Nothing 
came  of  this  plan  until  the  Gth  of  July,  1825,  when  a  party  of  gentlemen 
from  various  towns  in  the  county  met  at  the  village  of  North  Adams  to 
consider  it.  The  record  made  by  William  E.  Bray  ton  of  the  x^rimary 
meetings  of  those  concerned  in  the  project  is  as  follows  :  "At  a  meeting 
of  a  respectable  number  of  gentlemen  from  various  town  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire  convened  by  public  notice  and  holden  at  Adams,  North  Vil- 
lage, on  the  sixth  of  July,  182.5,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  canal  commis- 
sioners in  making  a  snrvey  for  a  canal  from  Boston  to  the  Hudson  River, 
Hon.  Daniel  Noble,  Esq.,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  William  E.  Braj^ton, 
secretary.  Voted — that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  view  and  ex- 
plore the  land  and  streams,  between  the  head  of  the  north  branch  of  the 
Hoosic  and  the  northwest  branch  of  the  Deertield  and  also  the  ponds  in 
that  vicinity  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  in  their  opinion  it  is  prac- 
ticable to  make  a  canal  over  the  Green  mountain,  whereupon  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  chosen:  Jeremiah  Colegrove,  William  E.  Brayton, 
William  V^aterman,  Thomas  A.  Brayton  and  Benjamin  Sibley. 

"Voted — thPit  said  committee  be  requested  to  view  the  route  as  may 
be  and  rex')ort  at  the  next  meeting.  Adjourned  to  the  13th  inst.,  met 
according  to  adjournment  and  heard  the  rejjort  of  the  committee. 
Voted — that  said  report  be  forwarded  to  the  canal  commissiojiers. 
Voted — that  the  chairman  and  seci'etary  together  with  J.  Q.  Rob- 
inson, Nathan  Putnam  and  C.  A.  Drury  be  a  committee  of  cor- 
respondence to  communicate  with  the  canal  comuiissioners  and 
others— adjourned  to  the  10th  August,  1825.''  The  report  of  the 
committee  referred  to  was  as  follows:  "The  committee  to  wliom  was 
assigned  the  duty  of  exploring  the  land  streams  betAveen  the  head  of  the 
north  branch  of  the  Hoosic  and  the  northwest  branch  of  the  Deerfield 
and  also  the  ponds  in  that  vicinity  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  in 
their  opinion  a  canrJ  could  bt^  made  over  the  (?(reeu  mountains,  have  at- 
lended  to  that  duty  atid  ask  leave  to  report.    That  they  consider  the 
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principal  object  would  be  to  ascertain  wliethe.-  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  could  be  conducted  to  tbe  summit  le^el.  With  this  view 
They  commenced  at  the  summit  and  levelled  tlirough  to  the  brancli  of  tlie 
Deerheld,  being  about  one  mile.  They  found  that  t'he  water  in  said 
branch,  below  the  outlets  of  several  ponds  in  this  vicinity,  may  be  con- 
ducted to  the  snmnrit  level.  The  Idgh  ground  at  this  place  is  a  ridge  of 
land  about  forty  rods  wide  and  appears  to  ])e  free  from  stone.  This 
prol)ably  may  be  lowered  very  considerably.  It  is  now  about  100  f<^et 
higlier  tlian  Finney's  liat  so  called  which  is  a  large  tract  of  level  land 
eight}^  rods  north  through  which  the  Deeriield  branch  passes.  There  are 
several  ponds  from  one  to  three  miles  distant  whose  banks  are  so  situated 
that  (lams  might  be  constructed  at  a  moderate  expense  converting  them 
into  reservoirs, which  ponds  altogether  w^ould  flow  100  or  150  acres  Avitha 
head  of  twelve  feet.  The  ground  on  the  summit  level  is  favorable  for  the 
construction  of  a  reservoir.  The  lleadsboro  pond  is  also  in  the  vicinity  ; 
it  is  on  high  gronnd  and  supposed  to  cover  300  acres.  It  has  an  outlet 
on  which  are  grist  mills  and  saw  mills.  The  committee,  believing  there 
is  suflicient  water  exclusive  of  this  pond,  did  not  visit  it.  It  is,  however, 
the  opinion  of  several  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  pond's  adjacent 
ground  that  the  outlet  can  be  conducted  to  the  summit  level  if  necessary. 
The  committee  are  therefore  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  there  is  suf- 
ficient water  to  feed  and  support  a  canal  through  said  route— all  of  which 
is  submitted."  Tlie  substance  of  this  report  was  sent  to  Hon.  Nathan 
Willis,  Hon.  Elihu  Hoyt,  and  Hon.  H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  canal  com.mis- 
sioners  at  Boston.  But  the  first  railroad  in  America,  built  in  1835,  having 
been  put  into  oijeration,  and  having  proved  a  success,  the  canal  project  was 
abandoned,  and  the  idea  of  tunnelling  the  mountain  was  conceived.  But 
nothing  further  was  done  until  a  quarter  of  a  century  had  elapsed. 

In  1827  the  question  was  agitated  of  establishing  a  newspaper  press 
in  the  northern  part  of  Berkshire  county.  The  people  of  North  Adams, 
South  xidams,  and  Williamstown  each  wished  it  to  be  located  among 
them.  It  was  then  considered  ''a  prize,''  and  tliere  was  much  jealousy 
and  stiife  fanned  by  jealous  politicians  between  North  and  South  Adams 
to  see  which  should  gain  an  advantage  in  this  respect.  The  result  was 
the  establishment  about  the  same  time,  of  a  press  in  each  of  the  three 
places  nientioned,  when  even  one  could  not  be  permanently  sustained,  as 
it  afterward  jiroved,  without  much  nursing. 

The  committee  of  North  Adams  to  negotiate  and  procure  tlie  imme- 
diate establishment  of  a  press,  were  William  E.  Braytou,  Thouias  Hig- 
ginbotham,  and  Caleb  B.  Turner.  They  went  to  Pittsflehl,  and  it  might 
be  said  with  truth,  they  contracted  with  and  lu'ought  back  in  one  day  the 
editor,  journeymau,  ''devil,"  j'-*^'^^'  ^yP-?  ^^^^^^  fixtures.  Tlie  whole  con- 
cern was  removed  in  a  large  sleigh,  it  being  winter  and  tine  sleighing. 
The  removal  took  place  so  suddeul}-  tliat  the  tii'st  news  the  Pittsfield sub- 
scribers had  of  it  was  through  tlie  columns  of  the  i)aper.  It  w;is  called 
the  BerJisJiire  American^  the  tir>it  number  being  dated  February  ^Ixl, 
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J 8:3?;  published  by  Asa  Gi'een,  terms  82.00  and  §2.50  pf3r  annum.  The 
paper  was  of  coarse  quality,  the  sheet  only  29  by  20  inches,  the  type 
large,  and  only  five  columns  on  a  page.  Tlie  editor,  Dr.  Green,  was  a 
ready  writer,  deservedly  popular,  well  educated,  and  having  borli  tact 
and  ttdent.  His  articles  were  racy  and  ingenious,  and  of  good  moj-al 
tone.  The  paper  reached  a  circulation  of  about  40i).  It  was  neutral  in 
politics,  and  proved  an  unfortunate  nnderta-king  pecuniarily.  It  lived 
only  two  years  and  the  entire  caiatal  invested  in  it  was  sunk. 

There  was  little  speculative  movement  in  real  estate  in  Aduins  until 
after  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as  the  following  incident  will  show.  In 
1828  John  Waternian,  a  man  highly  esteemed  as  a  neighbor,  as  well  as 
for  his  sound  pi^actical  judgment,  was  tlie  owner  of  a  large  farm  in  Xorth 
Adams,  five  minutes'  walk  from  Main  street,  known  as  the  Whitman 
farm,  including  about  2.jO  acres.  At  the  same  time,  Giles  Tinker,  who 
then  owned  and  operated  the  Phoenix  Factor3%  and  George  Whitman,  who 
owned  the  saw  mill  opposite,  in  order  to  obtain  m.ore  water  power,  com- 
menced raising  the  dam  and  caused  the  water  to  "set  back''  still  more 
upon  the  Waternum  flats.  This  land,  being  a^lready  filled  to  overflowing 
with  water,  the  new  movement  did  not  contribute  very  much  in  the  own- 
er's opinion,  to  the  growth  of  anything  except  rushes  and  bull  frogs. 
Therefore  Mr.  Waterman  sued  Tinker  and  AVhitman  for  raising  their 
dam.  While  this  suit  was  pending,  a  settlement  was  brought  about,  and 
Messrs.  Tinker  and  Whitman,  in  order  to  maintain  their  dam,  purchased 
the  entire  property  for  ^^'6,^00,  then  considered  to  be  its  full  value. 

In  1830  the  population  of  the  town  was  2,649,  of  whicli  about  1,100 
were  in  North  Adams,  and  the  remainder  were  in  South  Adams.  The 
number  of  dwelling  houses  in  Xorth  Adams  all  told  was  eighty-seveu, 
occupied  by  105  families.  Ac  this  time  the  only  road  to  the  ''  Union" 
in  Xorth  Adams  was  the  old  *'  Clay  Bank"'  road  to  Parker's  mill  on  tlie 
site  of  which  was  built  the  old  Slater  mill,  and  where  now^  stands  the 
boiler  house  of  the  Eclipse  Mill.  Union  street  was  laid  out  in  1832, 
and  was  afterward  continued  to  the  "Beaver"  and  Clarksburg.  Pre- 
vious to  1826,  when  Artemas  Crittenden  and  Salmon  BuLlingame  built 
a  small  mill  on  the  site  of  the  Ingalls  &  Tyler  mill,  now  remodeled  and 
used  for  a  school  house  there  was  not  a  building  in  the  "  Union"  proper. 
It  was  a  stony  brush  j)asture.  The  district  embracing  all  east  of  Eagle 
street  and  north  of  Academy  Hill  in  1860  contained  150  dwellings,  63  more 
than  the  entire  village  contained  in  1829.  It  then  had  one  large  print 
works,  two  large  woolen  mills,  one  cotton  null,  three  stiw  mills,  one  tan- 
nery, one  brick  yard,  one  marble  quarry,  with  stone  sawing  shops  run  by 
water  p^owei* ;  two  planing  and  one  box  making  establishments,  two  car- 
penter shops,  three  blacksmith's  shops,  three  shoL^maker's  shops,  three 
stores,  and  three  school  houses. 

Rivei- street,  including  (  he  Johnson  Man  ufacturing  Cv)uipany's  ground, 
was  laid  out  in  1632.  flii' hrsf  Ouiidings 'U'tv'ied  w.ue  r!i('  sruue  facicry 
and  dwelling  of  Richmond  A:  Hall,  now  owned  by  the  Freeman  .^[auu- 
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factnring  Company.  There  were  on  tliis  street  in  ISGO,  fifl:y-six  dwellings, 
one  ^>cliool  liouse,  two  stores,  one  grocery,  two  cotton  mills,  one  grist  mill, 
and  one  cotton  warp  factory. 

State  street  was  laid  out  in  1S33.  The  first  house  was  built  by  Ralph 
Bi'own,  in  that  year.  The  street  in  1S60  contained  sixteen  dwellings,  one 
grocery,  one  blacksmith  shop,  one  wagon  shop,  one  carpenter's  shop,  one 
school  house,  and  one  handsome  church,  the  Univer8ali?■-^t,  erected  in  1S51. 

Summer  street  was  laid  out  in  1834.  ^lost  of  the  land  belouiired  to 
the  estate  of  the  late  Giles  Tinker,  and  had  been  used  for  farming  pur- 
poses. The  tirst  lots  sold  contained  one  quarter  of  an  acre  each,  and  the 
price  was  sloO  to  8'300.  Levi  W.  Stearns  erected  the  tirst  house  in  1835. 
The  same  one  twice  remodeled  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  E.  11.  Tin- 
ker. George  Whipple  erected  the  second  house.  All  the  lots  were  occu- 
^)ied  in  ISGO.  There  were  then  eighteen  dwelling  houses,  two  carpenter 
shops,  and  one  church,  the  p]piscopal,  a  neat  edifice  erected  in  ISoS. 

Quincy  street  was  laid  out  in  1842.  The  land  belonged  to  Captain  E. 
Richmond.  The  first  lots  were  of  one  quarter  of  an  acre  each  and  sold 
at  812o  to  S150.  George  Millard  built  the  first  house,  in  1842.  The  same 
one  greatly  enlarged  and  improved  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Wil- 
liam Burton.  This  street,  in  1860,  contained  fourteen  dwellings  with 
level  pleasant  ground. 

Tiolden  street  was  laid  out  in  1844,  the  land  formerly  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  the  late  Caleb  B.  Turner.  The  portion  lying  north  of  Center 
street  was  purchased  by  Dr.  E.  S.  Ilawkes  and  John  Holden  in  1842. 
Lots  of  one  quarter  of  an  acre  each  at  first  sold  for  8150.  Mrs.  William 
Mitchell  built  the  tirst  house  in  1843.  All  the  lots  were  occupied  in  1860 
with  twenty- nine  good  dwellings  and  one  miliineiy  shop. 

Chestnut  street  was  laid  out  in  1849.  Tlie  land  belonged  to  G.  W. 
Bradford.  Lots  of  one  quarter  acre  have  sold  at  §200  to  S300.  The  first 
house  erected  was  in  1859,  by  Mr.  James  Crandall.  There  were  in  1800 
nine  dwellings  and  one  brick  school  house  on  this  street. 

Ashland  street,  running  from  Summer  south  to  Quincy,  contained  in 
the  same  year  seven  dvrellings  ;  and  Bank  street,  running  from  Main  soutli 
to  Summer  street,  contained  two  dwellings  and  one  paint  sliop. 

Main  street  in  the  same  year  contained  forty-four  dwellings,  thirty- 
seven  stores,  groceries,  etc.,  post  office,  hotel,  two  printing  offices,  two 
express  offices,  three  law  offices,  and  some  fifteen  other  offices,  medical, 
dental,  barber  shops,  millinery  rooms,  etc. ;  also  two  churches,  one  bank 
building,  one  public  hall,  engine  house,  armory,  one  cotton  mill,  two  fur- 
naces, one  machine  shop,  one  shoe  nmnufactory,  one  harness  shop,  two 
meat  markets,  two  news  depots,  three  book  stores. 

Eagle  street  also  contained  finly-five  dwellings,  nine  stores  and  gro- 
ceries, one  bakery,  three  shoe  manufactories,  one  cabinet  shop,  one 
blacksmith  shop,  two  tin  and  stove  wareliouses,  one  paint  shop,  and  one 
millinery  shop. 


486 


iriSTOIiy  OF  BERKSHIRE  COUXTY. 


The  "Wesleyan  district,"  lying  east  of  Eagle  street  and  north  of 
Eagle  bridge,  contained  twenty-three  dwellings. 

Pearl  street  contained  ten  dwellings  and  three  or  four  groceries.  It 
was  the  "  Five  Points"  of  North  Adams,  and  anything  but  a  pearl  in  the 
diadem  of  village  cliaracier. 

Center  street,  proljably  laid  out  in  1817,  contained  twenty  seven 
dwellings,  one  church  (the  Roman  Catholic,  formerly  Methodist,  also 
Universalist),  one  school  house,  one  millinery  shop,  one  candle  factory, 
and  a  lock  up. 

^vlarshall  street  coutained  sixteen  dwellings,  one  shoe  shop,  and  an 
antiquated  factory  building,  the  "Old  Brick." 

Church  street,  from  Eagle  to  the  David  Piclimond  place,  contained 
thirty- nine  dwellings,  one  church  (the  Methodist  Episcopal,  erected  in 
1844,  enlarged  in  185S),  one  cabinet  sliop,  and  two  physicians'  offices. 

Furnace  street,  and  the  old  road  adjacent,  contained  nine  dwellings 
and  one  blast  furnace. 

The  Brookl^^n  district  and  Libe^rty  street  contained  thirty-two  dwel- 
lings, one  soap  factory,  one  turning  shop,  one  pump  and  lead  pipe  shop. 

At  Orson  Wells'  place  near  P)raytonvilie  there  w^ere  five  dwellings, 
an  acid  works,  a  saw  mill,  and  a  school  house. 

At  Bray  ton  ville  there  were  sixteen  dw^ellings,  one  cotton  factory,  and 
one  store. 

At  Blackinton  there  were  two  large  mills  for  the  manufacture  of 
■woolen  and  cassimere  cloths,  one  machine  shop  for  repairs,  one  storehouse, 
one  gas  house,  one  store,  one  post  office,  one  carpenter's  sliop,  one  black- 
smith shop,  one  school  house.  The  number  of  dwellings  in  Blackinton 
then  within  the  limits  of  Adams  v;as  twenty-seven,  over  the  Williamstown 
line  fortv-one,  total  sixty- eiirht.  At  Grevlock  there  were  thirteen  dwel- 
lings  and  the  cotton  mill. 

Recapitulation.— Xorth  Adams  in  1860.  Atain  street,  44  dwellings: 
Eagle,  45;  Center,  27;  Church,  39;  River,  including  Johnson's,  56;  State, 
16;  Union,  Beaver,  etc.,  150;  Summer,  IS;  Quincy,  14;  Holden,  29;  Mar- 
shall, 16;  Furnace,  9;  Pearl,  10;  Bank,  2;  Chestnut,  10;  xVshland,  7; 
Wesleyan  district,  23;  Brooklyn  district,  32;  0.  Wells  place,  5;  Brayton- 
ville,  21;  Greylock,  13;  Blackinton,  68.    Total,  654. 

This  village  proper,  without  the  Union,  Beaver,  Bray tonville.  Grey- 
lock  or  Blackinton,  contained  about  400  dwellings  and  at  least  4,000  in- 
habitants. In  1830,  as  stated  above,  the  village  contained  83  dwellings 
and  about  1,100  inhabitants.  In  1830  there  were  15  factories  in  the  v/hole 
town  of  Adams,  12  of  them  being  cotton  and  three  of  them  being  woolen 
factories.  Of  the  cotton  mills  two  were  not  doing  much,  two  made  yarn; 
the  eight  which  made  cloth,  contained  164  power  looms  and  5,070  spin- 
dles. These  manufactured  annually  1,065,000  yards  of  sheetings  and 
shirtings  of  course  fabric.  This  was  slower  work  than  making  print 
goods  and,  besides,  the  motion  of  the  loom  did  not  exceed  ninety  rlirows 
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of  the  shuttle  per  minute,  while  as  now  accelerated  the  average  numl)er 
of  throws  per  miuure  is  12*)  to  115.  To  exiiibic  the  contrast  move 
clearly  it  may  be  stated  that  ^[essrs.  Arnohl  Ray,  in  the  PhoMiix  ]\rill, 
in  1860.  with  92  looms,  mannfactnred  93,333  yards  more  of  cloth  than 
164  looms  in  eiglit  mills  manufactured  in  1S30. 

Of  woolen  establishments  in  1830  there  were  three:  Wells,  Blackin- 
ton  Sz  White,  had  nine  looms,  and  manufactured  52,000  yards  of  sati- 
nets annually;  Pavid  Estes  &  Son,  with  seven  looins,  made  20,000  yards; 
Ingalls,  Wells  tl'  Burke,  with  six  looms,  made  30,000  yards. 

The  first  bank  was  incorporated  in  1832.  It  was  styled  the  Adams 
NaMohal  Bank.  Its  original  capital  was  8100.000;  the  amount  has  been 
increased  three  times  and  it  is  now  .s50u,000.  Tlie  fu'st  banking  rooms 
were  located  in  the  brick  house  of  W.  E.  Bi'ayton  (now  Hastings'  store); 
the  next  place  occupied  was  the  Kimball  house,  corner  of  Main  and  Bank 
streets  ;  and  finally  in  1847  the  old  Savings  Bank  building  v/as  erected, 
under  Mr.  Bray  ton's  supervision.  In  1858  the  interior  of  this  building 
was  improved  and  rendered  more  convenient  for  the  enlarged  business  of 
the  bank.  This  building  was  occupied  by  the  bank  until  1870  when  the 
present  Bank  building  was  ei'ected,  at  a  cost  of  over  8^0,000.  The  presi- 
dents of  the  bank  have  been  as  follows:  1,  Caleb  B.  Turner,  1832,  manu- 
facturer; 2,  Natlian  Drnry,  1837.  lie  was  the  wealthiest  man  in  Florida, 
sometimes  c;illed  the  King"  of  that  town,  and  founder  of  Drnry  Acad- 
emy in  this  village.  3,  Daniel  Smith,  1839.  He  was  the  wealthiest  man 
in  South  Adams,  and  perhaps  then  tlie  wealtliiest  in  town.  4,  Duty  S. 
Tyler,  1842,  a  man  of  enter]>rise  and  sagacity  as  a  manufacturer,  5,  Wil- 
liam E.  Bray  ton,  1857.  6,  Sanford  Blackinton,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
board  of  directors,  and.  who  is  ;the  only  one  of  that  board  now  living. 
Senator  Henry  L.  Dawes  was  at  one  time  a  director.  The  casliiers  have 
been  as  follows:  1,  William  E.  Brayton,  1832;  2,  Charles  R.  Littletteld, 
1857;  3,  Samuel  C.  AVoodward,  1859  ;  4,  E.  S.  Wilkinson  began  in  lSt33 
and  has  continued  until  the  present  time.  The  bank  was  made  a  national 
bank  in  1865. 

In  1832  the  first  board  of  health  was  appointed  by  the  town.  It  con- 
sisted of  Josiah  Q.  Robinson,  Isaac  Hodges,  George  Hill,  Nathan  Put- 
nam, Jabez  Hall,  David  Anthony,  Fiiellmer  Babbitt,  Robert  M.  Briggs, 
and  Daniel  Jenks. 

That  portion  of  North  Adams  lying  north  of  River  street,  and  knovra 
as  ''Brooklyn,"  was,  until  about  1833,  a  dense  forest  of  .vnluable  pine 
and  oak  timber,  being  a  reserved  lot  of  about  seventy  acres,  retained  by 
the  heirs  of  the  original  owner,  Elisha  Brown,  of  North  Providence,  R. 
L  It  was  all  the  jdiie  lot  left  in  this  section.  About  the  year  mention^^d, 
Joel  P.  Cady,  a  man  of  shrewd  judgment,  purchased,  in  connection  with 
his  brother,  the  entire  sevtuity  acres  (;f  valnabh^  tiniber  land,  for  the  low 
price  of  §2,000.  Mr.  Cady  eventually  became  sole  owner,  cut  and  sawed 
the  lumber,  and  sold  the  same— a  portion  of  it  for  building  shafts,  etc., 
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of  water  wlieels.  About  184G  Mr.  Cady  began  to  sell  building  lots,  at 
S»")0  to  8100  or  more  per  acre.  Messrs.  Leonard  erected  the  first  house  and 
also  a  tarning  shop.  Liberty  street  was  laid  out  about  the  year  1S.j3.  A 
portion  of  the  land  where  this  street  runs  was  sold  to  a  Mr.  Meyers  for 
S42  per  acre.  This  section  alToi'ded  excellent  building  sites,  as  it  was 
higli  and  dry  and  overlooked  tlie  village.  The  district  known  as  "Brook- 
lyn "  in  1860  contained  about  thirty  two  dwellings,  one  Tuachine  shop, 
one  wood  turning  shop,  one  soap  and  candle  factory,  one  pump  and  lead 
pipe  factory. 
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Newspapers. — Hotels. — Pittsfield  &  North  Adams  Railroad. — Berkshire  and  Cahf oriiia  Mmmg 
CompariT. — Troy  &  Greenfield  Eailroad. — Tlio  Hoosac  Tnimel,-  -Police  Court, — Gas  snd 
Water. — Flood  of  1SG9. — ]\lilitia  Company. — Incorporation  of  the  Town  of  North 
Adams  and  First  Tovv-n  Meeting:. — Berksliire  National  Bank. — Boston,  Hoosac  Tunnel, 
&  "Western  Eailroad. — Sewers  in  North  Adams. — North  Adams  Club. — Nortli  Adams. 
Town  Hall. — Hospital. — Public  Library. — Building  in  North  Adams. — William  C.  Plnn- 
kett. — Growth  of  North  Adams. 


NEWSPAPERS. 

1"^ITE  BcrJiShire  American  has  already  been  mentioned. 
In  May,  1S2S,  the  Socialist  was  commenced  by  Asa  Green.  Ic  in- 
cluded the  miscellaneons  reading  matter  of  the  Avierican  on  a  much 
smaller  sheet,  without  advertisements.  Tei'ms  SI. 00  per  annum.  It 
evinced  good  literary  taste  and  a  humorous  style  of  composition  by  the 
editor.  It  had  only  one  hundred  subscribers  and  was  starved  out  with 
the  America)!  in  1829. 

The  Berksliire  American  (No.  2)  was  commenced  in  1830 by  Atwell  k 
Turner.  They  introduced  a  very  respectable  sheet  for  those  days, 
with  the  same  old  Rarnage  press,  and  a  few  additions  to  the  type.  This 
paper  was  issued  for  about  tv/o  years  with  500  subscribers.  Heman  At- 
well. the  editor,  was  an  industrious,  practical  man,  but  had  a  heavy  hxid 
to  carry  in  ''slow  ])ay''  patrons  and  a  shiftless  partner.  He  relinquished 
the  enterprise  having  had  a  sevpi'e  exx^erience — *'  woi'ked  for  nothing  and 
found  himself.*' 

Aclains  Gazette  and  Farmers'  and  jrecJianics"  Journal,  a  neuii'al 
sheet,  was  issued  about  1832,  h\  William  ^1.  Mitchell,  who  had  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  the  printing  business  in  Greenfield  and  Xorthampton, 
and  possessed  good  abilities  as  a  writer.  Tliis  paper  had  about  430  sub- 
scribers, and  for  eigliteen  months  the  pul)lisii(M'  managed  to  keep  it  alive, 
by  arduous  toil  and  self-sacriiice.  He  luid  purchased  rhe  type  and  ]>ress 
of  the  A/nerican..,  and  the  location  of  his  otTice  was  in  the  old  yi.dlow 
building  on  ]\Iain  >treet,  whence  all  the  previous  ne\\>pape)'s  had  been 
issued. 


490 


IHSTOKY  OF  BEKKSHIKK  COUNTY. 


The  Berkshire  Adj^nxile  was  started  in  1833  as  a  whig  X)aper,  by  the 
aid  of  some  entei  piisiiv^  citizens,  Alexander  H.  \Vells,  editor.  A.  new 
press  and  modern  styles  of  type  had  been  i)rocured,  and  the  paper  pre- 
sented a  handsome  appeara  nee.  It  had  400  snbscribers  and  lived  one 
year.  ]\Ir.  Wells,  was  a  bold,  vehement,  and  sarcasfic  writei'.  and 
after  emigrating  to  the  State  of  New  A^ork,  he  cut  quite  a  figure  in 
politics. 

The  Grei'Jock  jWirror,  a  semi-monthly  paper,  in  quarto  form,  v/as  the 
next  candidate  f(U'  public  suppo]*t.  it  was  p}i]itetl  and  published  by  \Y. 
M.  Mitchell,  John  Ilolden  proprietor,  for  six  months,  conimencirjg  June, 
1836,  and  had  about  400  subscribers.  It  contained  interesting  stories, 
anecdotes,  and  poetry,  a  variety  of  general  news,  about  one  cohunn  of 
local  matter  and  two  columns  of  advertisements.  Among  the  familiar 
names  of  some  old  residents  that  were  found  in  the  advertisements  were 
W.  P.  Brayton,  Alpheus  Smith,  E.  I).  AYhitaker,  Dr.  H.  V.  Phillips,  Joel 
Bacon.  F.  0.  Sayles  was  the  agent  for  the  Mirror  at  South  Adams.  For 
seven  years  after  the  Mirntj  was  broken  up,  no  })erson  had  the  courage 
to  start  another  newspaper  here.  The  dignity  of  the  editorial  chair  was 
not  sufficient  to  offset  the  certainty  of  hard  work  and  poor  pa}'."  The 
early  newspapers  had  enjoyed  but  little  advertising  and  their  job  print- 
ing was  very  limited,  as  were  their  facilities  for  executing  it.  The  times 
were  not  ripe  nor  the  population  large  enough  to  support  a  journal. 

The  WecJdg  Transcript,  a  whig  paper,  was  commenced  September 
7th,  1843,  by  John  R.  Briggs,  with  600  subscribers.  In  April,  1844,  he 
associated  with  him  Henry  Chickering,  and  in  the  following  December 
Mr.  Briggs  retired  froni  the  concern,  leaving  Mr.  Chickering  sole  propri- 
etor. For  several  years  Hon.  H.  L.  Dawes  had  charge  of  the  editorial 
department.  In  1853,  Mr.  Chickering  having  been  elected  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council,  and  requiring  a  resident  partner,  lie  received  H. 
A.  Marsh  (now  of  the  AmJitrst  Express).  In  18o5  Mr.  Marsh  retired, 
and  James  B.  Davis  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Chickering.  In  January, 
1856,  the  entire  Transcript  establishment  was  sold  to  William  S.  Burton 
and  Pobert  Winton.  Mi*.  Burton  was  owner  of  the  Free  American,  and 
the  two  concerns  were  united.  Mr.  Winton  had  been  foreman  and  as- 
sistant editor  of  the  Transcript  for  about  a  3^ear  previous.  The  copart 
nership  of  Burton  &  Winton  was  dissolved  in  October,  1856,  and  Mr. 
Burton  continued  the  paper  as  sole  proprietor  until  July,  1857,  wdien  he 
sold  it  to  W.  S.  George,  by  whom  it  was  published  regularly,  excepting 
for  five  weeks  subsequent  to  the  fire  which  consumed  his  ofiice  in  Octo- 
ber, 1857,  until  November,  1866.  The  paper  was  recommenced  under  the 
title  of  Adams  Transcript  and  has  since  been  published  by  Hon.  James 
T.  Robinson  c\:-  Son.  The  T/a/z^'c;  //;/ was  started  as  a  political  paper,  and 
througliout  all  its  change  of  publisln^rs  and  editors,  ic  ably  and  hrmly 
maintained  the  principles  of  the  whig  party,  so  long  as  that  organization 
lasted.  It  has  always  been  an  indefatigrd)le  advoi^ate  of  tempei-ance, 
good  order,  wholeso^me  reform,  village  improvements,  and  the  business 
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interests  of  the  town  and  vicinity.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  journals  to 
espouse  the  republican  cae.se  after  llie  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Coniproinise, 
and  lias  labored  zealously  to  promote  the  success  of  tlie  pjarty  of  freedom 
and  progress.  It  has  been  continued  so  long  here  on  the  same  platform, 
under  the  able  management  of  Hon.  James  T.  Robinson  and  his  son, 
Arthur  Robinson,  as  to  have  become  an  institution.  The  title  v/as 
changed  to  the  JVortJi  Adams  Transcript  after  North  Adams  was  incor 
porated  as  a  sepaiate  town  ;  it  has  been  twice  enlarged  and  is  now  a  model 
weekly  paper. 

The  Greiilocli  St  ntinel  v/as  commenced  as  a  free  soil  paper  February 
loth,  1851,  A.  J.  Aiken,  editor.  Hon.  James  T.  Robinson  was  a  frequent 
contributor  to  its  colunnis.  The  Sentinel  raised  loiui  alarms  and  tired 
sharj)  volleys.  It  was  in  fact  a  vigorous,  thorongh  going  advocate  of 
freedom.  After  one  year  Mr.  Aiken  was  succeeded  as  editor  and  publisher 
by  xVloin  D.  Brock.  In  the  autumn  of  1854  its  name  was  changed  to  the 
Free  Araerlcan,  and  it  advocated  the  principles  of  Know-Nothingism  un- 
til the  summer  of  185o.  Upon  the  nomination  of  Hon.  Julius  Rockwell 
for  governor,  the  Free  American  suppiorted  him,  to  the  great  disappjoint- 
rnent  of  Governor  Gardner  s  friends.  About  the  same  time  it  was  pur- 
chased by  William  S.  Burton,  a  school  teacher.  After  three  or  four 
months  the  Free  American  and  Tretnscript  were  consolidated  as  above 
stated. 

The  Iloosac  Yalley  A^eics  was  commenced  as  a  neutral  paper  by 
Messrs.  J.  P.  Clark  and'w.  H.  Phillips,  in  August,  1857.  They  had  caiiied 
on  a  job  piinting  office  for  about  six  months  previous.  In  the  spiring  of 
1858  a  new  press  was  purchased  and  the  paper  vras  enlarged.  In  1859 
H.  L.  Phillips  became  a  partner  in  the  establishment,  and  the  lirm  was 
entitled  W.  H.  Phillips  &  Go.  About  the  hrst  of  January,  1860,  Mr. 
Clark  sold  his  interest  to  the  other  partners  and  removed  to  South  Adams 
to  act  as  printer  of  the  BerJishire  Post.  Mr.  Phillips  afterward  sold  out 
his  interest  to  James  C.  Angell,  who  pul)lished  it  alone  and  with  vai'ious 
partners  until  1883  when  H.  T.  Oatman  Bro.  succeeded  him.  The  pa- 
per is  now  published  by  Hardman  &:  McMillan. 

In  the  year  1835  the  old  "  Black  Tavern having  become  too  snudl 
inconvenient,  and  dilapidated  for  the  public  necessities,  and  tin?  increas- 
ing business  of  its  popular  landlord,  Alx>heus  Smith,  he,  in  connection 
wdth  0.  C.  Smith  and  Walter  Latlin,  purchased  the  private  residencn^'  of 
Jeremiah  Colegrove,  on  ^fain  street,  afterward  known  as  Thayer's  build- 
ing, and  added  twenty -one  feet  front  of  brick,  three  stories  high,  raising 
the  roof  of  the  rear  part  to  correspond  and  completing  the  whole  in  g'ood 
shape  for  a  hotel,  with  piazzas  to  each  story,  eight  feet  in  width.  The 
new  hotel  was  opened  in  1836  and  kept  by  A.  0.  C.  Smith.  A  few 
years  later.  Alpheus  Smith  purchased  the  interest  ot  O.  C.  Snuth.  and 
kept  the  hotel  until  1847.  Alpheus  Smith  well  deserved  the  name  of  a 
mode!  hunllord,  for  he  was  prompt,  accommodating,  and  courteous,  in 
fine,  a  perfect  gentleman  of  the  old  school.    The  liotel  changed  hands 
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sevei'al  times  after  Mr.  Sioitli  sold  out.    Arthur  F.  AVilniarth  leased  the 
l)]'eniises  and  kept  the  house  in  1S4S.    Vv  illiatu  Ji.  Snow  succeeded 
AVilniartl)  as  lessee,  and  k(uu,  the  liouse  during,-  tlie  years  lSr>()  and  1S51, 
when  he  retired  to  accept  fj'Oin  President  Pierce  tlie  post  of  steward  of 
the  AVhite  House. 

The  Berkslrire  House  was  rented  in  1850  and  IS^l  b}^  Phineas  Cone, 
who  left  it  in  1852,  and  leased  the  North  Adams  Hotel  which  he  kept  for 
three  years  as  the  only  hotel  in  Xortli  Adams,  the  Berkshire  House  hav- 
ing ])een  closed  in  1852.  In  1856  the  North  Adanrs  Hotel  was  sold  to 
Slieplierd  Thayei"  and  Edw in  Tliayer  and  was  afterward  used  for  stores 
and  offices.  R.  J).  Hicks,  the  last  lessee  of  the  North  Adams  Hotel, 
purchased  and  reopened  the  Berkshire  House,  which  became  in  its  turn 
tlie  sole  hotel  in  North  Adams. 

The  completion  of  the  Boston  Sz  Albany  Railroad  in  1S43  suggested 
the  idea  of  building  a  railroad  from  ^sorth  Adams  to  Pittsheld.  The 
entire  mercantile  trade  of  North  Adams  was  with  Troy  instead  of  Bos- 
ton. Then,  as  now,  short  distances  and  facility  of  intercourse,  not  State 
boundary  lines,  controlled  the  cva'rent  of  business.  By  the  opening  of 
the  Boston  <S:  Albany  Railroad  North  Adams  w^as  only  twenty  rniles  dis- 
tant from  Pittsheld,  a  station  on  that  thoroughfare,  and  for  the  hrst 
time  a  feasible  route  was  olfered  to  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
Adams  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Boston  market.  This  new  chanuel  of 
communication  was  of  vital  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  town  and 
vicinity,  more  especially  as  regarded  the  heavy  freights  of  manufacturers, 
wdio  labored  under  disadvantages  in  this  respect  as  compared  with  those 
in  other  sections  of  the  country  nearer  to  tide  water.  Tlie  attention  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Company  was  directed  to  the  importance  of  secur- 
ing all  the  freight  and  passenger  travel  from  Northern  Berkshire,  and 
it  was  evident  from  a  casual  survey  of  the  line,  and  estimates  of  the 
probable  business  to  be  done,  that  the  route  was  not  only  feasible,  but 
w^ould  be  eventually  prohtable  as  a  feeder  to  the  main  traclv. 

In  1845  a  committee,  consisting  of  several  prominent  citizens,  was  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  directors  of  the  Boston  Albany  Railroad 
Company  as  to  the  advantages  of  an  immediate  construction  of  a  branch 
road  between  North  Adams  and  Pittsheld.  After  two  preliminary  meet- 
ings the  above  directors  estimated  the  (^ost  of  constructing  and  equip[>ing 
the  road  at  $400,000,  and  inquired  if  the  citizens  of  Adams  would  sub- 
scribe for  8P'0,000  of  the  stock  in  it.  Notwithstanding  very  few  of  the 
merchants  and  mechanics  of  the  i)lace  felt  really  able  to  subscribe,  yet  by 
active  effort  about  890,000  was  secured.  \VirOe  the  matter  was  ])ending 
several  meetings  were  held  of  the  different  committ"et\s  appointed  to  ne- 
gotiate in  behalf  of  the  town  with  the  Boston  Albany  Raih-oad  diivc- 
tors.  The  latter  body  hnally  refened  the  whohMuarter  to  the  president 
of  the  road,  George  Bliss,  Josiah  Quincy.  jr.,  and  William  Ja«'ks(Ui. 
They  met  in  Boston  on  the  3d  of  July  to  consider  the  subject  and  de- 
clined to  undertake  the  enterprise.    Mr.  J.  B.  MarsluiU,  being  one  of  the 
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most  earnest  and  eflicieiit  laborers  for  the  new  road,  learned  this  adve^rse 
decision  by  callino-  npovi  the  directors  while  they  were  in  session.  At  a 
hirer  period,  upon  furrlier  consultarions  ^\ith  a  committee  from  tliis 
town,  tlie  directors  entered  into  an  agreement  which  resulted  in  f  nniish- 
ingthis  new  avenue  for  travel  and  traffic.  It  was  as  follows.  The  cost  of 
constructing  and  eCiui[)ping  tlie  road  was  estimated  at  8400,000  (it  actu- 
ally cost  8450,000).  The  citizens  of  .Idams  were  to  subscribe  and  pay 
over  at  an  early  date  the  sum  of  831,000  casli,  as  a  pledge  or  guarantee 
fund.  The  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  on  the  otlier  hand, 
were  to  build,  ecpiip,  and  put  in  operation  the  entire  line  between  Xorth 
Adams  and  Pirrsheld  as  soon  as  possibh^.  If,  during  the  first  ten  years, 
the  road  should  pay  a  dividend  of  six  per  cent.,  the  surplus  was  (o  ac- 
crue to  the  contributors  of  the  831,000.  The  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company  at  the  same  time  gimranteed  dividends  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum  to  the  subscribers  for  stock,  with  the  privilege  at  the  end  of  thirty 
years,  of  i^aying  but  hve  per  cent.,  or  of  reimbursing  the  stockholders  at 
par  at  the  option  of  the  company. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  members  of  the  various  committees 
appointed  by  the  citizens  of  Adams  to  effect  this  arrangemeiit,  viz.: 
James  E.  Marshall,  AA'.  E.  Brayton,  W.  C.  Fiunkett,  Stephen  B.  Brown, 
Harvey  Aiiiold.  and  Sanford  Blackiuton.  There  were  perhaps  other 
names,  but  they  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

The  subscribers  to  the  guarantee  fund  were  :  James  E.  Marshall, 
80,000;  S.  Blackinton,  83,<H)U;  Rice,  Bly  &  Co.,  81,500;  Ingalls  &  Tyler, 
$3,000  ;  ^^\  C.  Phnikett,  81,000,;  George  Millard,  8500  ;  Isaac  Hodges, 
$300  ;  Pollock  &  Hathaway,  $300;  Brown,  Harris  &c  Co.,  85,000;  W.  E. 
Brayton,  8?,5(!0;  O.  Arnold  cl-  Co.,  82,500;  Arnold  &  Jackson.  814"H)0;  T. 
A.  Brayton,  $800;  E.  S.  Hawks,  8500;  Alpheus  Smith,  8300;  others  in 
sums  of  8100  to  8300  amounting  to  $2,800;  total,  831,000. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  amount  was  subscribed  by  a  few  public 
spirited  individuals  most  of  them  residents  of  the  north  part  of  the  tiuvn. 
The  construction  of  the  Pittsfield  &  Noi'th,  Adams  Railroad  was  com- 
menced in  January,  1846,  and  comipleted  in  October,  1840.  Tlie  hrst  train 
of  cars  was  run  from  here  to  the  agricultural  fair  at  Pittsfield.  This  wns 
a  day  of  general  rejoicing,  and  probably  at  no  previous  time  since  the 
settlement  of  the  Hoosac  Valley  was  there  ever  congregated  such  a  mul- 
titude eager  to  v;itness  the  performances  of  the  "  iron  hor^e,"  and  enjoy 
a  ride  through  his  instrumentality.  To  accommodate  the  masses  all  tlie 
available  cars,  including  many  o])en  freight  cars  rigged  with  benches, 
were  sent  up  by  the  Boston  &  AU)an\'  Railroad  Comt)any,  and  trip 
passed  off  x>^^'^^'»^"ifL^'  ^^^^^^  without  accident.  The  consummation  of  the 
enterprise  was  worth,  all  it  cost  tlie  town,  in  arduous  eifort  ami  money 
contributions.  It  gave  the  manufacturing  estabbslmuMits — coit(ui,  \\c;>4- 
en,  iron.  an<l  ]narble  -  the  benelit  of  competition  in  freight  an.d  enhMUC»^d 
the  general  pi'i'sperity  of  all  chisses,  and  the  vahuitiou  of  th(^  town  •lirco- 
fokL 
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The  first  board  of  directors  liaving  f^harge  of  the  construction  of  tlie 
Pittsfield  cl-  North  Adanjs  Railroad  con.'sisted  of  George  Bliss,  Josiah 
Quin(\Y,  jr..  Ellis  Grray  Loring,  Jariies  Arnold,  and  William  E.  Bray  ton. 
It  is  no  nu)re  tlian  jvisrice  to  say  that  the  town  is  indebted  to  Josiah  Qiiincy, 
jr.,  in  a  larger  degree  than  to  an}'  other  individual  abroad  for  securing 
the  construction  of  ibe  road,  }J.r.  Bray  ton  was  the  authorized  agent  of 
the  conipnny  for  collecting  and  paying  over  the  831,000  guarantee  fund  ; 
and  he  idso  arranged  many  details  |3ertaining  to  the  early  management 
of  the  road.  It  was  generally  anticipated  that  the  §31,000  would  never 
pay  aijy  dividend,  but  prove  to  be  a  sinking  fund  or  bonus,  and  so  the 
event  turned  out.  However,  it  was  better  to  lose  the  entire  amount  than 
not  to  have  the  road  built,  and  sagacious  men  reg  irded  the  matter  in  this 
light.  Since  tlien  the  road  has  done  a  thriving  business,  and  been  a  very 
vahsable  auxiliary  to  the  main  line. 

Mr.  Harlack  was  the  superintendent  and  engineer  of  the  road  during 
its  construction.  A.  S.  Patten  was  the  first  conductor.  Daniel  Buell, 
of  Pittsheld,  was  the  first  agenr  of  the  road  in  North  Adams.  Upon  his 
resignation  in  1849  William  Burton  was  appointed.  Charles  W.  Marsh 
succeeded  Mr.  Patten  as  conductor  in  May,  1854. 

In  1849  some  of  the  citizens  of  Adams  formed  an  organization  which 
was  known  as  tlie  Berkshire  and  California  Mining  Company,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  teaming  and  mining  in  the  California  mining  district.  The 
company  was  composed  of  about  twenty  individuals  who  associated  them- 
scdves  together  as  a  joint  stock  company.  Each  member  put  into  the 
company  three  hundred  dollars.  They  chartered  a  vessel  in  New  Yoi'k 
to  take  them  to  Matamoras,  which  they  were  to  load  with  lumber  and 
other  articles  likely  to  command  a  ready  sale  at  that  pK)rt.  From  there 
they  proposed  to  take  such  route  to  Califoriaa,  with  mules  or  otherwise, 
as,  after  careful  inquiry  and  examination,  should  under  all  circumstances 
appear  the  shortest  and  most  feasible.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
members,  seventeen  in  number,  wlio  weni  from  North  Adams  :  George 
W.  Hamilton,  machinist  and  blacksmith;  J.  E.  Field,  surgeon;  Seth 
Temple,  jr.,  carpenter;  William  Ferguson,  hatter;  Samuel  B.  Kingsley. 
farmer  ;  George  Spellman,  painter  and  glazier  ;  David  M.  Cole,  shoe- 
maker ;  William  B.  French,  shoemaker  ;  Albin  G.  AVard,  clerk  ;  Perry 
G.  Gardner,  carpenter;  Elson  Blakeslee,  jr.,  carpenter;  Charles  H.  Rice, 
farmer;  Stej^hen  Card,  farmer ;  Samuel  J.  Whiiton,  cotton  nr.inufactur- 
er  ;  Thomas  Gaffney,  painter  ;  B.F.Saunders,  tailor.  A  largely  attended 
meeting  was  held  at  the  North  Adams  House  before  the  departure  of  the 
emigrants,  and  the  prominent  men  of  North  Adams  were  jn'esent  to  say 
good-bye  and  wish,  the  veniuiesome  a  safe  voyage  and.  success  in  tiieir 
new  home.  Of  the  nund)er  who  went  west  on  the  :?lst  of  January,  1849, 
some  sought  other  helds  and  others  came  lionie  and  srill  others  never 
lived  to  see  the  success  of  their  enterprise. 

Although  the  completion  of  the  Bost<jn  Albany  Kailrorid  gave  the 
city  of  Boston  a  through,  line  to  the  West,  her  capitalists  were  not  bails- 
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fied,  and  iVoni  time  to  time  tlie  siibject  of  building  a  more  direct  route 
was  agitated.  In  1843  the  Fitclibnrg  Kailroad,  running  tlirougli  tlie 
noi'thern  part  of  the  State,  was  completed,  and  the  Vermont  and  Ma«sa-. 
chusetts,  wliich  is  a  continuation  of  the  Fitchburgli  Railroad  to  Grenfield, 
was  completed  about  three  years  later.  In  1848,  a  railroad  company, 
known  as  the  Ti'oy  Greenfield  Rnih'oad  Compjiny.  was  incorporated 
for  the  purpose  of  con^tiuctiug  a  raih'oad  from  Greeuheld  through  the 
mountain  to  Williamstown,  there  to  connect  with  a  railroad  leading  to 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  thus  forming  another  through  line  to  the  West.  It  was  a 
difficult  road  to  build,  aside  from  the  task  of  piercing  tlie  great  moun- 
tain barrier  that  separated  the  valleys  of  the  Deertield  and  the  Hoosac. 
In  ISol  a  trial  was  made  on  the  rock  with  a  costly  boring  machine,  whicli 
was  soon  al)andoned.  The  ground  for  the  Troy  &  Greenfield  Railroad 
was  lirst  broken  in  the  winter  of  ISoS  at  a  point  in  North  Adams  just  at 
the  west  end  ot  the  little  tunnel.  It  was  not  in  the  side  of  the  mountain 
that  the  first  spade  was  struck,  but  on  a  gentle  declivity,  the  snow  h'lving 
been  removed  j)reviously  for  the  occasion. 

The  citizens  of  Adams,  as  might  have  been  expected,  were  very  much 
interested  in  the  new  railroad,  and  on  the  25 th  of  May,  1850,  in  answer 
to  an  article  in  the  warrant  for  the  town  meeting  '*  to  see  what  measures 
the  town  will  take  towards  aiding  the  Trov  &  Greenfield  Railroad  in 
building  their  road,'-  it  was  resolved  "that  Vvdiereas  doubts  are  enter- 
tained of  the  legality  of  such  an  undertaking,  therefore  voted  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  take  any  measures  to  carry  out  the  project  contemplated, 
but  that  they  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  enterprise  as  one  worthy 
of  the  encouragement  of  every  capitalist,  owner  of  real  estate,  and  busi- 
ness man  in  the  community.''  In  the  winter  of  1855  an  act  was  passed  by 
the  Legislature  allowing  certain  towns  in  Franklin  and  Berkshire  coun- 
ties to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  Troy  &  Greenfield  Railroad,  and  on  the 
13th  of  June,  1855,  the  town  of  Adams  voted  to  subscribe  and  hold  200 
shares  of  $100  each  of  the  stock,  and  Henry  L.  Dawes,  William  E.  Bray- 
ton,  and  Henry  J.  Bliss  were  appointed  a  committee  to  subscribe  for  the 
town  upon  condition  that  there  should  have  been  subscribed  since  the 
date  of  the  contract  entered  into  by  Edward  W.  Sewell  with  the  company, 
shares  of  new  stock  amounting  to  at  least  8640,000,  and  the  town  of 
Adams  was  not  to  be  liable  to  pay  any  assessment  upon  said  stock  taken, 
beyond  fifty  per  cent,  of  each  share  until  the  company  should  have  com- 
pleted so  much  of  their  railroad  as  is  located  l)etween  the  line  of  Vermont 
and  the  Pittstield  North  Adams  Railroad  depot  in  North  Adams.  For 
-payment  of  this  subscription  the  company  were  authorized  to  issue  bonds 
countersigned  by  the  town  clerk,  and  running  witli  interest  for  not  less 
than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty  years.  This  vote  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays  with  the  following  result  :  yeas,  572  :  nays,  128. 

Again  at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the  5th  of  April,  1858,  tlie 
town  of  Adams  voted  to  subscribe  to  the  capital  stock  t>f  the  Troy  tJv' 
Greenheld  Railroad  to  the  extent  of  400  shares  in  addition  to  the  2i)0 
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shares  ]:)reviously  subscribed,  on  conclitiori  that  no  cash  payment  slioold 
be  required  for  the  former  subsci'iption  or  the  inciease,  but  that  tlie  pay- 
ment for  the  whole  should  be  in  town  sci'ip,  payable  in  thirty  years  from 
the  date  of  issue,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent.  No  scrip  was  to  be  is.sued 
until  the  Troy  Greenfield  Railway  Company  made  a  contract  witli  the 
town  to  pay  one  half  tlie  interest  on  this  scrip  until  after  tlse  completion 
of  the  tunnel  through  the  Iloosac  Mountain,  and  the  company  wei^e  to 
deposit  their  first  mortgage  bonds  to  the  amount  of  s6(),()00,  as  collat- 
eral security  for  their  performance  of  their  part  of  the  contract,  with 
the  Adaujs  National  Bank  until  the  town  should  be  satislied  that 
such  security  was  no  longer  necessary.  Xo  scrip  was  to  be  issued 
until  substantial  heavy  rails  should  have  been  laid,  and  the  road 
constructed  in  a  suitable  manner  from  Troy  to  North  Adams,  and 
then  the  certificates  of  stock  were  to  be  delivered,  without  delay, 
to  H.  Haupt  &  Co.  This  vote  was  passed  by  a  yea  vote  of  o02  to  a 
nay  vole  of  187.  George  ]\iillard,  James  Hunter,  and  Levi  L.  Bro^vn  were 
elected  a  committee  to  issue  the  stock,  and  Ezra  D.  Whitaker  was  elected 
as  a  substitute  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  might  afterward  exist  in  the 
committee.  It  was  also  voted  that  when  the  subscription  should  be 
made  that  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  issue  of  the  former  200  shares 
of  stock  should  l>e  canceled,  and  that  the  committee  should  have  no 
further  responsibility  thereafter.  No  work  was  done  by  the  Troy  &: 
Greenfield  Eailroad  Comj^any  until  lSo4,  wdien  the  State  voted  a  loan  of 
8200,000,  and  took  a  mortgage  on  the  company's  property.  The  work 
went  on  slowly  until  1861,  w^hen  the  funds  gave  out,  and  in  1862  the 
State  foreclosed  its  mortgage  at  the  desire  of  the  company.  Commis- 
sioners were  then  appointed  by  the  State  to  prosecute  the  work,  and  new 
appropriations  were  made.  After  six  years'  management  by  commis- 
sioners, the  Legislature,  weary  of  making  constant  appropriations  and 
seeing  small  results,  after  a  long  struggle  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
efforts  of  Hon.  Shepherd  Thayer  of  North  Adams,  then  a  member  of  the 
House,"  authorized  the  governor  and  council  to  make  a  contract  with 
some  one  for  the  entire  work  of  com|)leting  the  'tunnel.  Soon  after,  a 
contract  was  made  with  Francis  and  \Yalter  Shanly,  of  MontJ^eal.  Up  to 
this  time,  January,  1869,  the  amount  of  work  done  by  various  contractors 
and  State  commissioners  was  as  follows  :  East  end  advanced  5,288  feet ; 
west  end,  4,055  feet  ;  west  shaft  sunk  to  grade,  318  feet  ;  central  shaft 
sunk  to  a  depth  of  583  feet.  But  little  more  than  a  third  of  the  wf)rk 
had  been  done,  and  the  actual  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  State 
and  contractors  was  more  than  87,000,0(){).  Under  the  contract  with  the 
Messrs.  Shanly  tlie  work  v/as  successfully  and  vigorously  prosecuted. 
Up  to  1865  the  drilling  had  been  done  by  hand  power,  and  ordinary  black 
powder  used  in  Idasting,  by  vrhich  means  the  tuunel  advanced  but 
slowly.  In  that  year  experiments  were  made  with  nmchine  drills  driven 
hy  <'0Ui|>r(^>spd  air.  which  were  adopted  in  18(>f).  Ainuu.  this  time(uM)rge 
M.  Mowbray  experimented  with  nitro-glycerine  as  an  expK>sive  instead 
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of  powder.    The  experiments  sliowed  tliat  double  the  progress  could  be 
made  with  glycerine  ovei-  tliat  with  ])o\vder,  and  at  a  less  cost.    A  con- 
tract was  made  Avith  Mr.  ]vIo\v!)]-aY  to  sri]}]>ly  glyceririe  for  tlie  vv ork,  and 
in  Decenibei-.  1SG7,  a  factory  was  erected  for  its  niannfactnre,  in  North 
Adams  near  tlie  west  sliaft.    From  1808  to  the  completion  of  tlie  tunnel 
more  than  half  a  million  jiH.nnds  of  this  exi)losive  were  used.    On  Satur- 
day, the  10th  of  Octol  je]',  18G7.  the  large  building  erected  over  the  central 
shaft  caught  fire  and  was  enfii'tdy  consumed,  together  with  the  machim^ry 
and  apparatus  used  in  pumping  the  water  and  raising  The  miners  from  the 
bottom.  At  the  time  the  building  look  fire  thirteen  minei'S  were  working 
at  the  bottom   of  the  shaft,   a  distance  of  oSO  feet,  and  by  the  dis- 
aster were  cut  off  from   help  until  aid  was  unavailing.    When  the 
fire  burst  out  the  Inicket  had  just  ascended  filled  with  stone.    The  man 
in  charge  dumped  the  budget  and  attempted  to  lower  it  for  the  miners, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  liames.  The  lire  soon  melted  the  connecti(tns 
of  the  bucket:  and  it  plunged  down  tlie  shaft.    Tlie  iirst  landing  above 
the  opening  was  arranged  lor  tools  of  all  kinds,  drills,  hammers,  chisels, 
etc.    Some  three  hundred  iron  drills  were  upon  this  landing,  and  when 
it  gave  way  these  plunged  down  the  shaft,  a  perfect  shower  of  siiar[)  in- 
strunients.  Then  fell  the  timbers  and  roof  which  with  the  ashes  completely 
closed  the  mouth  of  the  shaft,  shutting  in  the  helpless  miners  from  all  chance 
of  escape,  and  sealing  them  up  as  in  a  bottle.    This  was  the  condition  of 
things  when  the  news  of  the  disaster  came  to  Xorth  Adams.    Of  course 
the  excitement  was  very  great.   At  once  there  was  a  great  rush  of  people 
to  the  scene  of  the  accident.   A  hundred  firemen  went,  taking  an  engine 
with  them.    The  timbers  were  still  burning  and  prevented  all  efforts  to 
reach  the  miners.  xVt  last  the  fire  was  extinguished,  the  timbers  removed, 
and  an  opening  made  read}' for  any  man  bold  enough  to  make  the  de- 
scent.   The  emergency  found  a  man,  Thomas  Gr.  Mallory,  one  of  the 
workmen,  who  volunteeredt  to  go.    Sitting  upon  a  cross  bar,  he  was  let 
down  by  means  of  spliced  ropes.    The  descent  was  made  on  Sunday 
morning  at  four  o'clock.    Hundreds  of  people  surrounded  the  scene, ' 
am.ong  whom  were  the  trembling  families  of  three  of  the  miners.  Forty 
minutes  elapsed  when  the  signal  came  from  below.  Mallory  was  drawn  up 
and  had  only  time  to  say  that  there  was  no  hope,  when  he  fainted.  He 
had  gone  to  the  bottom  only  to  see  the  shaft  covered  with  water  co  tlie 
depth  of  ten  to  fifteen  feet,  and  the  burned  timbers  and  bra.nds  iloating, 
but  found  no  trace  of  the  unfortunate  men.    The  construction  of  the 
tunnel  gave  a  decided  impetus  to  the  growth  of  JS'orth  Adams  fi'om  the 
large  number  of  men  employed,  necessitating  the  paying  of  large  sums  of 
money  weekly,  and  making  Xorth  Adams  the  terminus  of  a  stage  route 
much  frequented  by  tourists.    The  ri(k^  over  the  Hoosac  ^[outitain  is 
thus  described  by  Rev,  AVashington  Gladden. 

When  the  heats  of  noon  are  past,  and  the  sun  begins  to  sink  behind  the  Hoosac 
mountain  we  will  prepare  tor  our  stage  ride  of  eiglu  miles  to  Noitli  Adams.  There 
is  a  vulgar  prejudice  against  that  excellent  LUid  timedioiiored  institution  called  \\\c 
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Stage-coach,  but  this  prejudice  is  rarely  able  to  survive  the  journey  over  the  Hoosac 
inountain.  Persons  who  have  been  this  overland  trip  have  discovered  that  the  true 
luxury  and  glory  of  travel  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  stnge  coaches.  The  cliange 
from  the  cars  to  the  stages  is  always  restful.  The  grand  scenery  and  the  bracing  air 
of  the  mountains  are  full  of  delicious  intoxication. 

*'  Under  the  lengthening  shadows  our  train  of  elegant  six-horse  coaches  begins  to 
climb  the  mountain.  Barnes  &  Co.,  are  the  names  written  over  the  coach  doors. 
The  '  Co.'  includes  '  Jim  Stevens  '  one  of  our  drivers  who  with  '  Al  Richardson,'  an- 
other of  the  drivers,  manages  the  business  here.  *  Jim  '  was  once  somebody's  baby, 
but  thai  niust  have  been  some  time  ago.  It  wouldn't  be  much  of  a  pastime  to  dandle 
him  now.  He  might,  perhaps,  be  bigger  than  he  is,  but  he  could  not  possibly  be  a 
better  driver.  *  Jim  '  learned  his  trade  in  a  long  apprenticeship  among  the  White 
Hills,  and  he  is  fond  of  talking  about  that  region;  and  yet  he  maintains  that  the 
scenery  of  this  stage  ride  over  the  Hoosac  is  hardly  surpassed  in  that  famous  resort 
of  travelers.  It  ought  to  be  conceded  that  the  opinions  of  '  Jim  '  and  '  Al,'  whose 
avoirdupois  balances  are  respectively  320  and  230  pounds,  are  entitled  to  some 
weigh  t." 

On  Thanksgiving  day,  Xos^einber  27tli,  1873,  at  a  distance  of  10,134 
feet  from  the  western  portal,  and  of  2,050  feet  from  the  central  sliaft, 
the  Hoosac  Tunnel  headings  met.    On  the  previous  Tuesday  night  the 
first  drill  pierced  through  the  tliirteen  feet  of  rock  which  separated  the 
headings.    Around  this  holes  were  drilled  from  each  heading,  twelve 
holes  to  the  depth  of  about  six  feet ;  the  single  hole  being  drilled  com- 
pletely througli  the  rocky  barrier  which  separated  the  headings,  for  the 
purpose  of  running  wires  througli  from  the  battery  in  the  central  shaft 
section  and  making  a  connection  with  the  holes  on  the  other  side  ;  so  that 
by  filing  the  holes  in  both  sides  simultaneously  an  effectual  blast  could 
be  made.     The  drilling  being  finished,  it  was   oficially  announced, 
Wednesday,  that  the  final  blast  would  be  hred  about  two  o'clock  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  and  notwithstanding  the  allurements  of  Thanksgiving 
day,  hundreds  of  people  left  Xorth  Adams  to  attend  the  opening.  At 
two  o'clock  Thursday  the  ponderous  cages  at  the  central  shaft  began  the 
work  of  lowering  the  crowd  to  the  interesting  scene  about  to  be  enacted 
1,500  feet  under  the  crest  of  Hoosac  Mountain,  and  at  three  o'clock 
about  600  people,  ofhcials,  reporters,  engineers,  and  visitoi's,  were  scramb- 
ling over  rocks  and  wading  through  water,  indulging  in  free  shower 
baths,  and  standing,  an  expectant  and  motley  crowd,  in  the  space  between 
the  central  shaft  and  the  heading,  waiting  and  listening  for  the  honrse 
and  hearty  invitation  of  the  blast  which  should  assure  them  that  all  \\  as 
ready  for  their  walk  through  the  tunnel.    Some  delay  was  occasioned 
by  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  distinguished  guests,  including  members  of 
the  State  Senate  tmd  Legislatures,  and  other  visitors,  wlu^  were  on  tlieir 
way  through  the  tunnel  from  the  eastern  portal  to  meet  Mr.  Shanly  at 
the  central  shaft.    At  a  quarter  of  three  the  expected  party  arrived  and 
word  was  given  to  the  blasters  to  make  the  tituil  preparation  for  the 
blast.    The  v.'ork  was  soon  done,  but  dujing  the  interval  the  most  in- 
tense excitement  prevailed.    The  lotul  shotir  of    Fire  I  "  from  the  blast- 


ADA:\iS  AM)  rsOllTU  ADAMS. 


499 


ers  vras  followed  by  the  tliiinclering  explosion  of  tlie  blast,  and  amid  th 
rumble  and  roar  which  reverberated  through  the  tunnel,  a  loud  shout 
went  up  which  told  fhal  the  spell  was  broken.  A  line  was  fojnied 
with  Mr.  Shauly  at  the  head,  and  with  orders  to  move  slowly  it  advanced 
toward  the  broken  heading,  distant  about  2,000  feet.  The  line  was 
stopped  for  a  short  time  while  a  blaster  went  ahead  to  examine  his  u  ork 
and  to  make  sui  e  that  all  was  safe.  As  the  words  All  over  I  "  were  sent 
back  froju  the  blaster,  the  line  moved  on,  and  at  twenty  minutes  past 
three  the  result  of  tlie  blast  was  known.  A  hole,  hve  feet  by  five  and  a 
half,  had  been  blown  through  the  thirteen  feet  of  rock,  in  doing  which 
100  x)ounds  of  nitro-glycLriiie  had  been  used.  It  was  expected  of  course 
that  Mr.  Shanly  would  be  the  first  person  to  pass  through  the  opening, 
but  as  the  opening  was  reached  Mr.  Shanly,  wlio  stood  at  the  head,  of  the 
line,  quietly  stepped  aside  and  with  his  marked  courtesy  v/aived  his  priv- 
ilege in  favor  of  Senator  Johnson,  the  chairman  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel 
committee,  who  passed  through  first.  There  Avere  no  formal  exercises 
after  the  opening  had  been  made,  althougli  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
hearty  handshaking  and  congratulations  unlimited.  The  first  passenger 
train  of  caj's  passed  tlirougli  the  tunnel  on  the  sixth  of  February,  1875. 

The  whole  period  diuing  which  the  tunnel  was  built  was  one  of 
growth,  and  many  improvements  were  carried  out.  The  first  police  court 
of  Adams  was  established  April  12th,  1854,  and  Joel  Bacon  was  ajjpointed 
justice.  Afterward  E.  H.  Foster  and  others  petitioned  to  the  Legislature 
for  its  abolition,  but  nothing  was  done  until  the  year  1870,  when  the 
DistricI  Court  of  Xorthern  Berkshire,  including  the  towns  of  Adams, 
Clarksburg,  Savoy,  PTorida,  and  Cheshire,  was  established.  Jarvis  Kock- 
well  was  appointed  justice,  which  position  he  held  until  his  death,  May 
14th,  1885. 

Water  and  gas  were  introduced  into  Adams  as  follows  :  on  the  13th 
of  July,  1844,  William  C.  Plunkett,  Evenal  Estes,  and  R.  H.  Wells  formed 
a  company  for  the  jjurpose  of  taking  water  from  a  spring  in  South 
Adams,  situated  on  land  owned  by  Thomas  JeidvS.  Afterward  John  AV. 
Bufhngton,  J.  D.  Burton,  Resolved  Wood,  David  Richmond,  San)uel 
Miller,  jr.,  H.  J.  Bliss,  Joseph  Edmunds,  and  J.  A.  Burton  were  admitted 
as  partners.  Tlie  expense  of  digging  the  ditches  and  laying  the  pipes, 
which  consisted  of  hollow  logs,  was  borne  equally  between  the  membei-s. 
Each  member  was  to  share  equally  in  the  water,  and  to  share  equally  in 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  pipes  in  repair. 

Prior  to  the  l)uilding  of  the  reservoirs  and  laying  of  the  pipes,  the 
residents  of  North  Adams  were  dependent  for  their  supply  of  water  u.pon 
springs  and  welhs,  and  were  illy  protected  against  the  dangers  of  lire. 
Tlie  village  was  rapidly  increasing  in  size,  and  the  insuiliciency  of  the 
water  suj)ply  and  the  consequent  inconvenience  ami  danger  were  nuitters 
of  frequent  and  earnest  consideration.  At  length  it  was  decided  liave 
a  system  of  watt-r  works,  and  in  }8t)4,  tlirougli  the  elTi>ris  of  Syh-i'i- 
der  Johnson,  a  bill  was  passed  by  the   Legislature  providing  for  the 
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incorporation  of  a  Avoter  corirpaiiy  in  North  Adams.  This  company 
was  not  c>i\u-a]iiz(Hl  at  once,  and  in  1805  another  bill  was  passed  by 
tlie  I.egislnniie,  (']U}M)\Vfri)iii'  the  ilre  district  to  raise  for  the  pro- 
posed system  s;(3(),()00.  and  give  l)onds  for  that  amoiuit,  the  bonds  to  be 
gnai'ant'/ed  l)y  the  town  of  Adams.  By  a  provision  in  that  bill  it  was  to 
tako  ellrct  oidy  wlieri  ratified  b'V  the  town  ;  bnt  as  the  annual  town  meet- 
ing was  that  year  held  in  South  Adams,  the  voters  in  that  village  turned 
out  in  force  and  defeated  the  project.  The  Wilson  House  was  then  in 
p>rocess  of  erection,  and  as  several  prominent  men  had  pi'omised  the  pro- 
prietor that  if  he  went  on  v/itli  the  work  his  building  should  be  supplied, 
witli  water,  and  as  the  ire  of  tlie  movers  in  the  defeated  [)roject  had.  been 
kindled  by  the  action  of  the  town  meeting,  it  was  decided  to  go  to  work 
iindei'  the  bill  of  1SG4.  Accordingly  the  North  Adams  Water  Company, 
consisting  of  S.  Johnson,  Harve}^  Arnold,  I^dwin  Thayer,  W.  W.  Free- 
man, and  several  others,  was  organized  with  Shepherd  Thayer  as  treas- 
nrer.  This  company  began  work  in  July,  ISOo,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Edwin  Tliayer,  and  the  general  direction  of  a  committee  composed  of 
Harvey  Arnold,  Edwin  Thayer,  and  S.  Johnson.  It  was  intended  by  the 
company  to  raise  money  by  issuing  bonds,  but  through  a  series  of  mis- 
takes and  delays  in  printing,  the  bonds  were  not  ready  to  be  issued  until 
late  in  the  fall,  when  purchasers  could  not  be  found.  Meanwhile  the 
work  had  progressed,  and  an  expenditure  of  nearly  $30,000  been  made, 
this  money  being  advanced  by  members  of  the  company.  There  was 
scarcely  any  work  done  upon  the  reservoir,  there  being  a  natural  basin 
at  that  place,  and  the  lower  and  distributing  reservoir  was  made  by  ex- 
cavating a  hole  in  the  ground  and  throwing  up  embankments.  Between 
the  np})er  reservoir  and  the  Notcli  whence  the  water  was  obtained  there 
were  long  distances  where  the  trenches  were  cut  through  the  solid  rock, 
and  in  the  village  the  progress  of  the  workmen,  especially  in  Union  street, 
was  constantly  impeded  by  large  boulders.  Pipe  to  the  value  of  ;s40,o;)0 
was  obtained  upon  the  agreement  of  the  water  company  to  pay  in  instal- 
ments of  thirty  days,  bnt  no  bonds  were  sold  until  the  spring  of  1SG6, 
when  the  company  succeeded  in  selling  its  bonds  for  ninety  cents  on  a 
dollar,  and  running  twenty  years.  Up  to  the  spring  of  ISGG  the  principal 
streets  in  the  village  were  supplied  with  water,  and  additional  appi'opria- 
tions  were  made  from  time  to  time  for  extending  the  water  mains,  until, 
in  1870,  about  $110,000  had  been  expended  uj^on  the  work.  Tlie  water 
company  existed  about  two  years,  when  its  property  and  liabilities  were 
assumed  by  the  North  Adams  Fire  District,  under  the  authority  of  a 
special  act  of  the  Legislature.  In  the  summer  of  1877  a  new  storage  res- 
ervoir was  built,  under  the  direction  of  W.  AV.  Freenum,  J.  Ix  Jackson, 
S.  W.  Brayton,  A.  W.  Hodge,  and  J.  E.  Hunter,  and  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  John  J.  Marsh. 

In  (he  fall  of  1884  the  tire  district  saidx  two  artesian  wells,  which 
discharge  ovt.>]'  a  million  ^d' gallons  of  pure  war'.-i- every  twenty-four  hour>. 
A  biiilding  ha.^^  l)tien  erected  over  the  wells,  and  [)umps  have  been  put  iu 
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for  i-lie  purpose  of  filling  the  mains  when  the  rown  supply  should  fall 
sliort. 

The  Soutli  Adams  Fire  District  was  first  orgr-nized  in  the  year  .1872, 
and  was  authorized  to  take  water,  water  rights,  imd  land  in  Bnssett's 
Brook,  in  C/heshire,  to  furnish  water  for  pnbiic  and  domestic  purpr>ses. 
During  the  year  1873  the  dam  was  Iniilt  and  pipes  were  laid  to  bring  tlie 
water  into  the  village.  The  dam  was  built  raider  the  superintendence  of 
a  committee  of  the  hre  district.  The  pipes  were  laid  by  John  J.  Marsh, 
of  ]N^orth  Adams,  the  whole  work  costing  about  $100,000.  Money  was 
raised  by  the  issue  of  Adams  town  bonds,  which  were  loaned  the  fire  dis- 
trict for  tliat  purpose.  The  biinging  of  water  into  the  town  was  one  of 
the  most  useful  projects  tliat  wns  ever  carried  out  as  regards  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  South  Adams.  Before  that  event  tlie  only  supply  of 
water  was  from  private  sources,  and  was  very  limited  in  amounc,  a^  well 
as  frequently  impure  and  unfit  for  use.  At  that  time  people  hesitated  to 
build  on  account  of  the  vei  y  limited  supply  of  good  water,  but  the  com- 
pletion of  the  water  works  solved  the  problem  of  water  supply. 

in  1804  a  cliarter  was  gi-anted  to  Amasa  W.  Eichardson,  Sylvander 
Johnson,  and  John  B.  Tyler,  as  the  Xorth  Adams  Gas  Light  Company. 
The  first  meeting  was  held  April  *2d,  18G4,  the  mains  were  laid,  the  works 
built,  and  gas  made  in  that  year. 

The  Adams  Gas  Light  Company  was  organized  on  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust. 18G0,  at  South  Adams,  with  a  ca^ntal  stock  of  87,o00,  divided  into 
shares  of  825  each.  William  C.  Plunkett  was  elected  president,  A.  H. 
La  Mont,  treasurer,  and  W.  C.  Plunkett,  T.  E.  Dean,  and  B.  F.  Phillips 
were  elected  directors. 

In  1864  the  Xorth  Adams  Hotel  and  the  entire  block  in  which  it  was 
situated  were  destroyed  by  tire. 

The  Wilson  House,  the  finest  hotel  f)uikling  in  Western  Massachu- 
setts west  of  the  Connecticut  Piver,  occupies  the  same  site.  It  vras  built 
in  1SG6  by  A.  B.  Wilson,  the  inventor  of  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  sewing 
machine,  at  a  cost  of  81^0,000,  and  was  opened  to  the  puiuic  by  Inin  in 
1867.  At  the  end  of  one  year  it  was  leased  by  the  ^lanufacturers'  As- 
sociatiorj,"  and  redeased  by  them  to  A..  E.  Richmond,  of  the  old  Berk- 
shire House,  who  soon  afterward  redeased  it  to  Edwin  Rogers  and  H.  M. 
Streeter,  who  kept  it  till  the  close  of  the  association's  live  year  lease. 
The  property  was  then  bought  ])y  John  F.  Arnohl,  for800,<H)o,  and  at'^er 
many  improvements  had  been  nnide,  was  leased  to  Streeter,  Smith  A  Co., 
the}' keeping  it  al)OUt  two  and  a  half  years,  and  dui'ing  the  time  they 
were  its  proprietors  the  property  passed  into  (he  Imnds  of  the  Adanr^ 
I^ational  Bank,  of  ]N'orth  Adams.  In  1877  lion.  Foster  E.  Swil'i,  ar  one 
time  senator  from  the  X<>rrh  Ihu'ksliire  Distriia.  became  rhe  s;)]e  la'oiu  i- 
etor,  and  afterward  the  sole  owner.  The  sizf:^  of  the  hotel  and  its  tim^  ap- 
pointments and  tl\e  excellent  nnmner  in  wldeh  it  is  kept  ha\e  nnide  it  a 
noted  resort  for  exeui'sivuiists  from  all  quariers. 

The  Commercial  Rouse  was  builr  by  Maturin  Ballon,  in  187'\  :ir  a 
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cost  of  840,000.  It  was  kept  by  ^fatmin  "Ballon  until  1876,  wlieu  Edwin 
Tliayer  foreclosed  a  mortgao'e  of  612, 000,  a  nil  took  possession.  For  a 
year  afler  ^fr.  Ballon  left  it  the  hotel  was  kept  l)y  A.  A.  Jones  and  John 
Thayer,  and  on  Mr.  Jones'  retirement,  John  Thayer  h,\ased  the  house  and 
was  keeping  it  on  the  3d  oi  Jannary,  1881,  when  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire. 

On  Monday,  October  4th,  18n0,  the  village  of  North  Adams  was 
visited  by  an  nnusnal  Hood.    The  total  danuige  was  estimated  as  liigh  as 
$100,000.    A  pouring  rain  commenced  on  Sunday  morning,  which  con- 
tinuerl  to  increasp  througlj  the  day  and  night  until  Monday  afternoon. 
On  Sunday  evening  the  rivers  were  running  high,  Inir  on  Monday  morn- 
ing they  burst  theii-  banks  and  liood^^d  the  village  in  all  dii'ections.  Mill 
dams  WT^re  carried  auay,  brida-es  were  swept  down  sti'eam,  foundations 
were  undermined,  gardens  torn  and  washed  with  sand  and  stones,  and 
roads  and  streets  plowed  up  and  ruined.    Dnring  Monday  forenoon  there 
was  the  greatest  alarm  along  the  whole  course  of  the  Noi-th  Branch  from 
the  Beaver  to  Bi'aytonville.    Families  were  driven  out  of  their  houses  in 
haste  and  terror  to  escape  the  flood  which  roared  and  dashed  through 
doors  and  windows.    Union,  Kiver,  and  Eagle  streets  were  torn  and  gul- 
lied, and  floodwood  and  debris  were  heaped  in  all  directions.    Part  of 
the  Holden  street  bridge  vras  carried  against  the  northern  abutment  of 
the  iVIarshall  street  bridge,  which  was  badly  damaged.    Ri^  er  street  from 
the  Estes  mill  to  Johnson's  ground  looked  like  a  mountain  torrent.  The 
only  manufacturing  ^establishment  in  the  village  that  was  ready  to  begin 
work  on  Tuesday  was  the  Arnold  Print  works.    In  that  part  of  the  vil- 
lage known  as  Wilhow  Dell  the  water  made  complete  islands  of  the 
houses,  VN'ashing  away  their  door  yards,  fences,  sluide  and  friiit  trees,  and 
gardens.    Large  forest  trees  two  feet  in  diameter  were  torn  up  by  the 
roots.    The  Clay  road  leading  from  Church  Hill  to  the  Union  was  w^aslied 
out  completely  to  the  bank.    As  tlie  flood  went  down  the  North  Branch 
it  carried  oft'  a  wagon  shop  of  E.  WitlierelFs,  and  at  last  the  lower  Union 
street  bridge.    Union  street  fi'om  this  bridge  to  Eagle  street  was  deeply 
plowed  and  gullied,  and  all  the  houses  on  the  north  side  were  more  or 
less  flooded.    The  water  pipes  in  the  North  Branch  were  broken  and  the 
supply  of  Waaler  greatly  interrupted.    The  west  end  of  the  tunnel,  from 
the  west  portal  to  a  point  beyond  the  west  shaft,  nearly  a  mile,  was 
flooded  with  water  and  one  man  w^as  drowned.    No  trains  came  into 
North  Adams  for  several  days.    From  Monday  until  the  folh^wing  Thurs- 
day the  village  was  practically  is(dated  from  the  outside  world. 

A  militia  company  was  oi-ganized  the  27th  day  of  August,  1877, 
when  F.  N.  Ray  was  elected  captain,  and  it  held  together  harmoniously 
iinti]  1884  when  it  was  disbanded  by  ordei's  from  the  adjutant  general. 
Captain  Ray  was  afterward  elect^nl  majo,i-,  and  John  E.  Drew  was  chosen 
captain.  The  other  captains  were  S.  B.  Dibble,  Frank  S.  Richardson, 
and  Charles  U.  Frink.  T!)p  ronipany  during  if-;  slunt  hist(U'y  gave  sev- 
eral military  bails,  uluch  weiv  evcTits  of  considerable  social  importance. 
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The  company  was  dissolved  in  the  spring  of  1884  and  removed  to  Gard- 
ner hy  order  ol  the  adjutant  iieneral. 

'J'he  ineonveuience  of  holding  rlie  town  meetings  alternately  in  xVdauis 
and  JSortii  Adams  began  to  be  seriously  felt  as  the  population  of  Adams 
increased,  ydie  cost  of  transporting  tlie  voters  and  the  loss  of  time  at 
every  election  involved,  togetlier  witk  the  diiliculty  of  managing  a  lai'ge 
town  meeting,  and  the  diversity  of  local  interests  in  Xorth  Adams  made 
the  division  of  the  two  vilhiges  not  only  desirable  but  irievitable.  A  pe- 
tition to  this  effect  was  circulated  in  Adanis  in  the  winter  of  1877,  and 
presented  to  the  Legislature  at  that  session.  TLie  principal  mover  in  tlie 
matter  was  Mr.  Isaac  Collins,  of  A.d;ims.  The  town  of  Adams  was  at  that} 
time  the  largest  town  in  the  State,  and  many  citizens  in  all  ])arts  of  the 
town  were  opposed  to  a  division,  thinking  that  a  division  would  result  in 
loss  of  political  power  and  prestige.  A  remonstrance  was  circuhued, 
numerously  signed,  and  presented.  Mr.  William  C.  Plunkett  and  Mr. 
Edward  R.  Tijd\er  were  pronunent  in  tlieir  opposition.  Tiie  committee 
on  towns  in  tlie  Legislature  decided  favorably  on  the  x')etition  and  reported 
a  bill  setting  off  tlie  town  of  Xorth  Adams  from  Adams.  This  bill  was 
defeated  in  the  Senate  at  the  last  moment,  and  thus  the  division  was 
postponed  for  one  year.  Early  in  the  following  winter  the  agitation  was 
rene\ved.  Petitions  were  circulated  in  favor  of  the  division  of  the  town, 
and  in  favor  of  a  city  government  for  Adams.  A  draft  of  a  city  diarter 
was  drawn  up  and  published  in  the  Trcmscript.  The  petition  for  rhe 
division  of  the  town  was  the  more  numerously  signed,  and  the  people  iu 
both  ]Sortli  Adams  and  Adams  at  length  settled  down  to  tlie  feeling  that 
tliey  could  not  proiitably  be  united,  by  the  granting  of  a  city  charter  and 
that  two  compact  towns  were  greatly  to  be  })referred  to  a  double  barreled 
city.  The  opposition  to  the  division,  however,  had  not  died  out.  T!ie 
bill  for  the  division  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  was 
amended  in  the  Senate  so  that  its  acceptance  by  the  town  was  made  to 
depend  upon  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the  citizeirs  of  Adams.  This  action  ol 
the  Senate  excited  general  indignation,  and  resulted  in  the  following  pe- 
tition, wdiich  was  signed  by  nearly  all  the  prominent  business  men  in 
Adams,  and  by  a  majority  of  the  same  class  in  North  Adams. 

"  Whereas,  we,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Adams,  wiihout  regard  to  the  propriety  ot 
incorporating  the  town  of  North  Adams,  believe  that  the  provision  contained  in  tUe 
bill  for  that  purpose,  providing  for  its  acceptance  by  the  legal  voters  in  said  t<va-n  of 
Adams  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  those  present  and  voting  there(.>n,  is  unrcinib- 
lican,  unjust  and  not  called  for  by  the  importance  of  the  act,  and  liable  to  eni^ender 
strife  and  discord.  We  therefore  [)ray  that  the  words  '  two-thirds,'  wh.erever  they 
occur  in  said  bill,  be  stricken  out  and  the  words  'a  majority'  substitated  in  it." 

The  remonstrance  was  carried  to  Boston  and  handed  to  lion.  F.  P. 
Bi'ov/n,  of  Adams,  then  senator  from  the  North  Berkskiie  District.  This 
ended  all  opposition  to  the  pt)ssage  of  tlu'  bill,  and  as  the  budiuu"  in  its 
I'avTjr  then  seemed  i\>  be  almost  un;ininu>us  i:i  all  parts  of  du'  towa.  :ii  (he 
suggestion  of  Senator  Brown  the  bill  was  passed,  to  lake  elfect  iip«>n  its 
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passage,  without  any  submission  to  tlie  people  whatever.  By  the  hin- 
guage  of  tlie  bill  the  village  of  Nortli  Adams,  including  all  the  territory 
north  of  the  Old  Military  Line,''  was  incorporated  into  a  tov.n  by  the 
name  of  Xoruli  Adams,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  other  towns  in  tlie  commonwealth.  The 
proportion  of  State  and  county  taxes  to  be  paid  by  the  respective  towns 
was  to  be  ascertained  and.  based  upon  the  valuation  of  Adams  in  1877. 
The  towns  of  Adams  and  Xorth  Adams  were  to  be  respectively  liable  for 
the  snpxjort  of  all  present  or  future  paupers,  '"whose  settlements  were 
gained  whether  by  original  acquisition  or  derivation  within  their  respec- 
tive limits.''  The  town  of  Xorth  Adams  was  to  pay  annuaily  to  the 
town  of  Adams  one  third  of  the  cost  paid  by  the  last  named  town  f(.)r  the 
support  or  relief  of  paupers  **  whose  settlements  were  acquired  in  saidt 
tov/n  of  Adams  as  lieretofore  constituted,  or  were  derived  from  a  settle- 
ment acquired  therein  in  coiii^equence  of  military  services  in  the  war  of 
the  Eebellion  ;  provided  that  the  person  who  rendered  such  military 
service  was  not,  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  an  inhabitant  of  said  last 
named  town  of  Adams.'' 

The  corporate  property  belonging  to  the  town  of  Adams  at  the  time 
the  act  took  effecr,  including  un[)aid  taxes,  and  the  public  debts  of  the 
town  existing  at  said  date.  v\^as  to  be  divided  between  the  tovrns  of  Adams 
and  North  Adams  "according  to  the  valuation  of  tlie  property  within 
their  res]jective  limits  as  assessed  May  1st,  1877.*'  The  expense  of  mak- 
ing tlie  survey  aviid  establisliing  the  line  between  Adaans  ami  Xorth 
Adams  was  to  be  borne  by  the  towns  in  the  same  proportion. 

Any  justice  of  the  peace,  as  soon  as  the  act  took  effect,  was  author- 
ized to  issue  his  warrant  directed  to  any  inhabitant  of  the  t(^wn  of  Xortli 
Adams,  requiring  him  to  notify  voters  to  meet  to  choose  officers. 

By  the  advice  of  the  selectmen,  S.  Proctor  Thayer  sent  to  Boston  to 
the  secretary  of  state  for  an  official  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  and 
on  rhe  loth  of  April,  1S7S,  issued  his  warrant,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
to  James  11.  Flagg,  an  inhabitant  of  the  tow^n  of  Xorth  Adams,  directing 
him  to  "notify  and  vrarn  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Xorth  xVdams, 
qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  in  Armory  Hall,  in  Xorth  Adams, 
on  Wednesday,  the  twenty -fourth  day  of  April,  1878,  at  nine  o'ch»ck  in 
the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit  : 

"  First.    To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 
Second.    To  determine  the  number  of  selectmen,  assessors,  overseers  of  the 
poor,  school  committee  and  constables,  the  town  will  choose  for  the  year  ensuing. 

**  Third.  To  choose  all  such  town  officers  as  towns  are  by  law  authorized  and 
required  to  choose  at  their  annual  meetings. 

"Fourth.  To  see  how  tlic  next  town  meeting  to  be  held  in  tlie  town  of  North 
Adams  shall  be  notified." 

The  meeting  was  cmIUhI  to  order  at  nineo'(*lock  by  S.  i?r>>ctor  Tlmyer. 
who  stalled  to  rend,  ihe  l;ill  inc(;r[)orat ing  the  town  of  Xoi'lh  Adams.  On 
motion  of  Hon.  Shepherd  Thayer,  the  reading  of  the  bill,  wilh  tlio  excep- 
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tioii  of  thnt  portion  relating  to  the  calling  of  the  roeeting,  ^vas  dispensed 
with.  After  reading  the  town  warrant,  it  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Hon. 
Shepherd  Thayer,  to  exclude  from  the  platform  all  persons  except  the 
sele^'tmen,  tellers,  and.,  the  pi'oper  officers.  On  motion  of  William  Bower 
it  was  voted  to  procf^ed  to  the  election  of  moderator.  There  were  thirty- 
tliree  votes  cast,  all  but  one  of  which  were  for  Mr.  A.  W.  Preston.  Mr. 
Preston,  upon  assuming  the  position  of  moderator,  made  a  brief  speech 
expressing  his  gratitude  for  having  be'^n  the  iirst  person  elected  by  the 
new  town  of  North  Adams.  He  coiigratulated  the  "  mother  town  of 
Adams  "  on  having  elected  proper  and  competent  officers,  and  hoped  that 
the  mind  and  heart  of  every  voter  would  l)e  bent  only  on  securing  for  che 
town,  that  which  was  for  her  l)est  interest.  Judge  Jarvis  Rockwell  moved 
that  tlie  election  of  tovm  officers  l.)e  proceeded  with,  and  read  the  list  of 
othcei-s  to  be  elected,  and  on  motion  of  E.  E.  Tinker  it  was  voted  to  elect 
these  officers  on  one  ballot.  Arthur  D.  Cady  was  appointed  by  the  mod- 
craror,  clerk  j?rG  ttya.:  Wallace  hh-eeman,  L.  M.  Flagg,  and  E.  D.  Tyh^r 
to  preside  over  the  check  list,  and  George  L.  Rice,  S.  Proctor  Thayer, 
George  F.  Miller,  and  Fraidv  S.  Richardson  vv'ere  selected  to  count  the 
votes.  Dr.  George  L.  Rice,  Charles  H.  Ingalls,  and  Hon.  S.Thayer  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  draft  i)y-Iaws'to  be  submitted  to  the  next  town 
meeting.  The  officers  declared  elected  were  as  follows  :  Ch^rk,  A.  D. 
Cady;  selectmen,  R.  G.  Walden,  J.  H.  Flagg,  George  French;  school 
committee,  J.  Rockwell  for  three  years,  O.  A.  Archer  for  two  years,  S. 
Proctor  Tlmyer  for  one  year  ;  treasurer,  E.  S.  Wilkinson  ;  assessors,  S. 
W.  Bray  ton,  AYilliam  Burton,  R.  R.  Andrews  ;  town  agent,  S.  Thayer. 

Thus  nearly  100  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Adams 
did  tlie  town  of  North  Adams  begin  its  sejjarate  and  independent  corpo- 
rate existence.  The  town  meeting  in  the  town  of  Adams  had  been  held 
the  week  previous.  The  officers  elected  were  as  follows  :  Town  clerk,  T. 
E.  B.  Munson  ;  selectmen,  H.  J.  Bliss.  A.  B.  Mole,  R.  A.  Whipple  :  as- 
sessors, 1).  J.  Dean,  Andrews  Hall,  W.  G.  Farirsworth  ;  school  commit- 
tee, Rev.  C.  H.  Ham  for  three  years,  W.  B.  Green  for  two  years  ;  treas- 
urer, F.  F.  Mole;  town  agent,  H.  J.  Bliss. 

The  property  of  the  town  of  Adams  was  divided  as  follows.  All  the 
real  estate  and  fixtures  in  the  town  of  Adams  as  after  the  division  vrere 
awarded  to  the  town  of  Adams,  and  all  the  real  estate  and  llxtures  in  the 
limits  of  North  Adams  Avere  awarded  to  the  town  of  North  Adams.  The 
town  farm,  howevei-,  l')cated  in  the  town  of  NiU'th  Adams,  was  awardt^d 
to  both  towns  to  be  owned  in  coinnion. 

The  x^-eliminary  meeting  for  tlie  organization  of  the  Berkshire  Na- 
tional Bank  was  held  at  the  otrice  of  Jarvi-;  Rockwell,  September  i^i.'i li, 
ISTS,  when  it  was  decided  to  call  the  Jiew  bank  tln^  *' l>erkshire  Naiional 
Bank  of  North  Adams."  Tlic  following  g.uithMnen  were  nonunattnl  t\>r 
directors:  Judge  Jarvi.s  Rockuidl.  A.  W.  Ib.Klge.  H.  T.  Cad\-,  James 
Hunter,  S.  \V.  ingalis,  and  W.  H.  (.bi\ iorvi,  of  North  Adam^  ;  .1.  Ix. 
Houghton,  of  Staniiord  ;   James  C.  Chalmers,  of  Adanrs  ;  and  Jo^seiJi 
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White,  uf  Williatnstowii.  Tlie  next  nieetiivi;-  wns  held  oq  tlie  Orh  of 
AugasI:.  The  board  of  direetors  previously  uomiiiated  was  couhrined  and 
the  following  additiv^Mial  oihct-rs  were  elected:  j)resifleiit,  Judge  ,)arvis 
Rockwell;  viee-presideMt,  A.  W.  Hodge;  cashier,  Ciiarles  EL  Ingalb.  It 
was  voted  to  call  in  hl'ty  per  cent,  of  the  subscriptions  within  a  \veek,and 
a  coninjirtee  was  appointed  to  secure  banking  rooms  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  in-w  bank  begaii  business  on  the  l^t  day  of  October  following, 
occupying  roonns  in  Davenport's  l)lock.    Tlie  circulation  w;is  at  first 
000,  of  which  s7.").o;)0  was  in  -s."),  and  s;i."),oo()  in  s2  and  81  bills.  George 
Davis,  of  Xorrh  Adams,  transacted  the  lirst  bnsiness  with  the  new  insti- 
tntion,  by  depositing  $500  to  his  own  credit.  ■ 

In  the  winter  of  1S78  the  Boston,  Hoosac  Tunnel  &  Western  Railway 
Company  was  organiz^vl.  The  company  consisted  of  a  few  Boston  capi- 
talists. General  William  Burt  was  at  the  head  of  the  com[)any,  and 
furnished  the  energy  and  push  that  thwarted  opposition  and  procured 
the  necessary  legislation.  In  cari-ying  out  this  project  General  l>ui-r  was 
opposed  by  tne  Troy  &  Boston  Railroad  and  the  New  York  Central  Rail- 
road Company.  The  courts  were  appealed  to  in  Ne\v  York,  and  tlie  aid 
of  the  Legislature  was  invoked.  The  Troy  &:  Boston  Railroad  Con3[)any 
tried  the  same  tactics  in  Massachusetts,  but  the  victory  w^as  finally  wirli 
the  new  road.  The  road  was  formally  opened  on  Monday,  the  'ilsi;  day 
of  L>ecember,  1S79.  An  excursion  train  left  Schenectady  at  8  o*ch)ck 
that  morning,  taking  on  guests  at  varions  stations,  but  the  train  of  hve 
coaclies  did  not  arrive  at  North.  Adams  u.ntil  a  little  after  1  o'clock.  After 
a  sliort  stop  the  excursionists  were  taken  through  the  tunnel  to  the  east^ 
side,  where  an  express  train  from  Boston  carrying  guests  was  waiting. 
The  w  hole  party  then  letnrned  to  North  Adams  and  repaired  to  the  Wil- 
son House,  wdiere  they  gave  their  attention  to  an  elaborate  lunch  which 
Landlord  Swift  had  p<repared.  At  the  C()nrdusion  of  the  feast  President 
Burt  made  a  strong  speech,  describing  the  advantages  and  possibilities  of 
the  tunnel  route.  Speeches  were  also  made  by  G.  Clinton  Gardner,  then 
manager  of  the  Troy  cl^  Gr-reenheld  Railroad,  ^Major  Winn,  of  Shelburne 
Falls,  Judge  Yates,  of  Schenectady,  and  Judge  Gibson,  of  Salem. 

In  the  warrant  for  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1879  there  w;is  an  ar- 
ticle 'Mo  see  if  the  town  will  establish  a  system  of  sewers  and  main 
drains  and  will  appropriate  money  for  that  purpose.''  Action  on  tliis 
article  was  postponed  until  a  sx)ecial  town  meeting  held  on  tht»  I'Jrh  of 
June,  1S79.  Mr.  George  B.  Perry,  in  behalf  of  a  committee  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  made  a  report  recommending  the  adoption  of  a  system  or 
plan  of  sewerage,  and  that  sewers  on  Main,  Eagle,  and  Center  stn^ets  be 
first  constructed  with  a  nniin  sewer  from  Main  to  River  streets.  The 
town  voted  to  accept  th^  report  of  the  committee,  and  that  the  select- 
men be  instructed  to  borrow  sr),00i)  in  conteuiplatiou  of  taxes  assessed  in 
1880  to  pay  for  the  sauie."  And  that  the  consti'uct ion  be  referred  to  the 
selectmen  in  connection  with  tlie  conunittee.  hnd'ore  thr  tiist  of  October 
that  year  over  a  half  nrile  of  sewer  was  constructed,  comph-ting  Center 
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street,  a  poi-tion  of  Eagle,  niul  that  part  of  Mnh]  street  west  of  tlie  juiH*- 
tion  of  Main  and  Eagle.  On  this  line  of  pipe  six  man  lioles  were  bailt, 
breaking  np  the  whv)le  lengrh  of  sewer  into  sections,  thereby  placing  tlie 
whole  systeni  niuler  p.erfect  control.  At  tlie  annnab  meeting  on  April 
8th,  ISSO,  87,000  were  appropriated  to  complete  the  system,  the  '^swan^j" 
to  be  scv/ered  tirst.  It  was  also  voted  that  every  person  entering  the 
sewers  should  pay  a  reasonable  sum  for  the  sam^^. 

The  selectmen  of  the  town  held  several  meetino-s  with  the  sewer  com- 
niittee  to  decide  whether  a  sewer  should  be  built  in  the  "  swamp"  ac- 
coidiiig  to  vote.  ])Ut  could  not  come  to  any  agreement  about  the  matter. 
At  the  annual  town  meeting  it  was  voted  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  selectmen  and  the  sewer  committee,  and  they  decided  that  it  vv'ould 
not  l>e  advisable  to  lay  a  sewer  until  the  town  authorized  them  to  lay  a 
larger  one.  At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  su.mmer  of 
1884  the  selectmen  laid  a  sewer  through  the  "swamp"  from  land  of 
Mr.  A.  P.  Porter  to  land  of  James  Hunter  to  drain  oft*  surface  water. 

0]i  the  8th  of  April,  1880,  the  North  Adams  Club  gave  a  reception 
which  was  an  nnqualitied  success  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  social 
events  that  ever  occurred  in  Berkshire  county.  The  North  xVdams  Club 
was  organized  at  the  Wilson  House  on  the  3d  of  February,  1873,  as  a 
social  club.  The  original  members  were  :  Myron  H.  Barrows,  H.  P. 
Briggs,  George  C.  Briggs.  F.  R.  Blackinton,  FT.  J.  Clark,  C.  H.  Cutting, 
Wallace  Freeman,  F.  H.  Goodrich,  S.  W.  Ingalls,  S.  Smith  Joy,  W.  S. 
Johnson,  N.  C.  Pettis,  George  L.  Rice,  F.  E.  Swift,  A.  M.  Tinker,  E.  D. 
Tyler,  and  Y.  A.  Wliitaker.  Of  these  S.  Smith  Joy  has  been  the  most 
earnest  and  loyal  supporter  of  the  club.  The  rooms  now  occupied  by 
the  club  in  Marrin's  block  were  then  leased  and  titted  up  for  its  occu- 
pancy, A  handsome  parlor,  with  tasteful  appointments,  is  the  central 
figure  of  the  room  ;  to  this  has  been  added  two  smaller  rooms  for  billiards 
and  other  amusements.  The  first  president  of  the  club  was  Henrich  P. 
Briggs,  who  was  elected  to  that  position  for  two  years,  and  the  presidents 
to  date  have  been  :  George  C.  Briggs,  F.  W.  Grimes,  C.  F.  Luther,  H. 
J.  Clark,  Wallace  Freeman,  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  and  H.  G.  B.  Fisher.  An- 
nual elections  had  been  held  in  January  with  one  exception,  and  in  1880 
the  club  had  an  enrollment  of  42  non-resident  and  resident  members. 
The  name  of  the  association,  originally  the  "Adams  Club,"  was  changed 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  1880,  to  that  of  "  the  Xorth  Adams 
Club."  The  reception  given  by  the  club  in  April  in  the  same  year  was 
notable  for  the  presence  of  distinguished  guests,  and  made  highly  enjoy- 
able by  the  gathering  together  of  nearly  all  the  mend:>ers  of  the  du)), 
resident  and  honorary.  It  undoubtedly  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
already  high  opinion  entertained  by  the  residents  of  other  towns  of  the 
enterprise,  thoroughness,  and  hospitality  of  yortli  Adams,  while  adding 
to  the  club's  reputation  and  influence. 

After  the  setting  oil  an^l  the  incor]>oration  of  the  t(nvn  of  Xorth 
Adams,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  a  safe  and  suitable  place  for  tht.^ 
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town  office  and  tlie  recoi'ds  of  the  town  of  Adams  became  apparent,  the 
subject  of  building  a  town  hall  that  would  furnish  a  .suital)]e  place  for 
Iiolding  town  r.ieetiTigs  and  the  necessary  ofiices  \vas  freely  discussed  in 
the  ])ublic  n.ewspa^pers,  as  well  as  in  private.  Finally,  in  the  spi'ing  of 
ISSO,  in  town  meeting,  a  committee  consisting  of  AYilliam  C.  Plunkett, 
Daniel  Upton,  A.  B.  ^Moh',  James  C.  Cludniers,  and  George  Adams 
\vas  appointed  ''to  consider  the  subject  of  building  a  Town  Hall  and 
make  report,  with  plans  and  estimates  for  the  same,  at  a  subsequent 
meeting."  At  the  annual  nu-eting,  March  26th,  18S1,  the  committee 
made  their  report  recomniending  the  building  of  a  town  hall,  and  Alfred 
B.  ]\folp,  Dallas  J.  Dean,  Daniel  Upton.  Elisha  Burlingame,  and  Daniel 
D.  AVlieeler  were  appointed  a  committee  to  carry  into  effect  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  previous  committee.  The  committee  conferred  wdth  the 
county  commissioners,  and  found  that  they  were  desirous  of  joining  with 
tlie  town  in  the  erection  of  a  building  sutllciently  large  to  accommodate 
the  legistry  of  deeds  ami  tlje  Probate  and  District  Courts.  Accordingly 
an  act  was  passed  in  the  Legislature  impowering  the  commissioners  to  sell 
the  old  registry  and  Probate  Court  building,  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ,$10,000  for  a  perpetual  lease  of  room  suifficient  for  that  purpose. 
Notiiing  was  done  during  that  year  except  to  purchase  two  lots  adjoin- 
ing the  Academy  Lot,''  situated  at  the  corner  of  Park  and  School  streets, 
for  the  site.  At  tlie  annual  meeting,  March  2Sth,  1832,  the  sum  of  sio. - 
000  was  raised  toward  building  the  town  hall,  and  it  was  voted  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  s.So.OOO  be  expended  for  the  building  including  the 
site.  L.  L.  Brown  was  added  to  the  committee  in  place  of  D.  D.  Wheel- 
er, deceased.  Subsequently,  at  a  meeting,  ^lay  ^iJth,  1SS2,  it  was  voted 
to  add  slO,000  to  the  sum  previously  voted  to  build  and  furnish  the  hall. 
The  committee  contracted  v\-ith  Bartlett  Brotliers,  of  Whately,  to  erect 
the  building  according  to  the  plans  submitted  by  AY.  C.  Brocklesby,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.    The  total  cost  of  the  building  and  site  was  841,8-10.72. 

Hospital  at  Ncrrth  AlIcltus.—Oxv  the  21st  of  September,  1882,  three 
men  were  killed  and  several  severely  injured  by  a  collision  of  freight 
trains  at  Zoar,  on  the  Troy  and  Crreenheld  Railroad,  and  the  injured  men 
had  to  be  cared  for  in  farm  liouses  and  wherever  friends  could  best  secure 
accommodations  and  medical  attendance.  The  lack  of  some  suitable 
place  to  treat  and  cure  these  sufferers  was  then  keenly  felt.  On  the  21st 
of  October,  1882,  a  caboose,  loaded  with  men,  left  the  depot  in  Xorth 
Adams,  bound  for  their  labors  at  the  east  end  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  and 
before  they  had  gone  200  yards  their  engine  collided  with  another,  and 
thirty-h've  men  were  injured.  All  tliel)oarding  luuises  were  crowded  with 
injured  and  dying  men,  and  tlie  poor  feliovv's  did  not  receive  half  tluu^are 
the^'  might  have  liad  under  other  cirtnimstances,  while  the  railroad  men 
and  doctors  did  all  in  their  power,  Tiu.^  accident  occurred  about  seven 
o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  and  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  sanu^  day  \V. 
L.  Brown  and  \V,  S.  Johnsv)n,  staited  a  su!.>scription  for  a  ut^w  huspiial. 
Their  efforts  were  sacces>iul,  and  resulted  in  several  thousand  dollars  s>ub- 
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scriptions.  Ir  -was  then  thought  ])etter  to  allow  every  one  to  siilvscribe, 
and  the  solicitatioii  of  lai  ger  subscriptions  was  stoi'ped.  In  accordanf^e 
therewith  an  article  was  piil)lished  in  tlie  we^l.Tran script^  of  wliicli  the 
following  is  a  part  : 

"  The  most  worth}-,  and  from  its  spirit  the  miost  promising  public  enterprise  yet 
attempted  in  North  Adams  is  trie  present  movement  to  found  here  a  free  hospital. 
The  persons  interesting  themselves  in  the  undertaking  are  of  business  position  and 
influence  to  secure  its  success.  The  design  is  to  provide  an  institution  suitable  for 
probable  needs  and  to  interest  in  its  construction  as  large  a  number  of  contributors 
as  possible.  With  this  viev  excessive  contributions  from  v/eahhy  men  have  not  been 
solicited,  but  the  most  niodest  sums  v/ill  be  gratefully  received.  The  *  v/idovvs  mite' 
will  testify  to  an  interest  in  the  undertaking,  which  will  fail  of  its  full  success  unless 
it  elicits  the  abiding  regard  of  the  entire  community. 

The  towns  of  Adams  and  Williamstown  will  be  included  in  the  field  of  sub- 
scription since  it  is  designed  that  these  towns  shall  share  in  the  benefits  of  the  in- 
stitution. When  established,  benevolent  men  and'women  of  sufficient  m.eans  will  un- 
doubtedly endow  beds,  one  endowment  being  already  assured.  If  necessary  it  is 
believed  that  $25,000  can  be  raised.  As  soon  as  a  sufticient  sum  to  secure  the  success 
of  the  undertaking  has  been  pledged,  a  meeting  of  all  contributors  will  be  held  to 
perfect  an  organization.  The  hospital  is  to  have  a  desirable  and  sightly  location 
so  that  the  eyes  of  the  sick  may  minister  to  recovery." 

A  short  time  after  the  publication  of  this  article  a  meeting  of  citizens 
was  held  at  the  AVilson  Kouse  pjarlors,  and  the  following  were  appointed 
a  hospital  committee:  W.  L.  Brown.  W.  S.  Johnson,  C.  T.  Sampson,  H. 
G.  B.  Fisher,  and  AYilliam  Arthur  Gallup).  The  committee  had  several 
meetings  soon  after  and  made  efforts  to  get  different  localities  they 
thought  desirable  for  hospital  purposes.  At  last  on  the  first  of  March, 
1S83,  they  decided  to  buy  the  land  on  Liberty  street  near  Abughtonville. 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Estes  estate,  and  W.  Arthur  Gallup  bought  it 
at  auction  for  83,400.  After  this  there  was  a  long  pause  and  people  be- 
gan to  ask  about  the  marter.  The  fact  was  was  that  the  architect,  W.  L. 
Brocklesby,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  W.  L.  Brown,  and  other  members 
of  the  committee  had  been  consulting  with  Kew  York  physicians  and 
had  several  times  changed  the  plans,  hnally  arriving  at  what  they  con- 
sidered the  best  obtainable.  The  plans  were  published  and  bids  were 
taken,  the  lowest  being  that  of  Bartlett  Bros.,  of  East  Whately,  x^fass., 
who  had  built  several  large  buildings  in  the  vicinity.  Their  bid  was -sll,- 
750.  They  first  broke  ground  for  the  building  on  Saturday  the  27ih  of 
October,  1883.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1883.  It  was  of  Longmeadovv' stone  and  bore  the  inscription:  North 
Adams  Hospital,  1883."'  "When  the  exercises  began  there  were 
about  a  thousand  people  present.  The  people  were  called  from  their  en- 
joyment of  the  beautiful  prospect  stretching  away  at  their  feet  by  W.  L. 
Brown,  wIhj  acted  as  master  of  ceremoines.  Prayer  was  olVered  by  Kev. 
Dr.  S.  ^[cKean,  aiid  an  addreso  was  d^divered  by  Judge  Jarvis  Uockwell. 
At  the  close  of  his  address  the  judge  read  a  list  of  articles  to  be  placed  in 
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the  corner  atone  as  fojl()V>'s  :  North  Adams  directory,  1883;  Tovvn  report. 
Fire  District  report,  Trihinie  AliDanac,  1883;  North  Adams-  Tninsjrljjt 
and  Hoosac  Y alley  A'c^c^^ .  United  States  postage,  one,  two,  three,  four, 
and  five  cents,  a  penny  and  a  nickel.  United  States  greenback.  Statements 
of  the  Adams  and  Berksliire  National  Banks,  package  from  the  Troy 
Greenfiehl  Railroad  Co]n})any,  oi'derof  exercisers  of  the  day,  and  a  pack- 
age from  the  Sons  of  A^eterans.  The  box  was  sealed  by  ^\x.  Porter, 
placed  in  its  receptacle  by  William  Arthnr  Gallnp,  and  mortised  by 
Contractor  Bartlett.  A  double  quartette  under  the  direction  of  David 
liobpi-ts  sang  two  selections,  Bev.  IL  I.  Bodley  spoke  extemporaneously 
and  the  exercises  wei'e  concluded  by  a  benediction  by  Rev.  Dr.  xV,  C. 
Osborn. 

The  building  was  completed  during  the  summer  of  1884.    The  orig- 
inal sclieme  embraced  the  election  of  a  central  or  main  building  with 
flanking  wings,  about  30  feet  wide  by  75  in  length  and  one  story  in  height. 
The  central  buikling  only  was  put  up, provision  ]>eing  made  for  the  addition 
of  a  wing  when  demanded.    The  structure  as  completed  presents  a  front- 
age of  32  feet  and  is  70  feet  long  and  tliree  stories  high,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ell,  which  is  two  stories  high.    The  building  faces  nearly 
south.  The  material  used  is  brick,  with  trimmings  of  Longmeadow  stone. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  building  is  a  piazza  consti'ucted  for  pa_tients,  tlie 
access  to  it  being  Imd  by  a  door  located  in  the  center  of  the  corridor  con- 
necting with  the  future  east  wing.    This  piazza  is  fitted  with  adjustable 
glazed  sash  to  enclose  it  for  use  in  cool  weather.    Passing  through  the 
main  entrance  doorway  on  the  south,  the  visitor  is  ushered  into  a  hallway 
seven  feet  wide  and  well  lighted.    I'lie  room  upon  the  left,  ten  by  four- 
teen, and  twelve  feet  high,  is  planned  for  a  nurse's  room.    On  the  right  of 
the  hallway  is  the  operating  room,  similar  in  size,  but  with  the  addition 
of  a  bay  window.    Both  rooms  have  open  lire-places.    The  patients'  din- 
ing hall  opens  from  the  main  hall,  and  will  be  accessible  also  in  the  event 
of  extension  of  the  hospital  to  the  west.    The  kitchen,  laundry,  and  the 
pantry  occupy  the  ell  of  the  building  on  the  ground  floor.    The  former  is 
conveniently  arranged,  equipped  with  range,  colTee  boilers,  and  plumbing 
appointments  of  serviceable  character.    Opening  from  the  kitchen  on  the 
north  is  the  pantry  and  store  room,  fitted  with  m.arble  slabs,  and  carefully 
p.lanned  in  respect  to  lockers,  cupboards,  and  slielving.    The  laundry, 
carefully  plumbed  and  having  all  soapstone  v.ash  trays,  is  east  of  the 
kitchen,  and  into  it  light  is  admitted  on  two  sides.    Nearly  the  entire 
portion  of  the  building  on  the  fir.st  floor  is  devoted  to  tlie  hospital  ward. 
The  room  is  over  thii'teen  feet  high,  occupies  the  width  of  the  luiilding, 
and  is  twenty-nine  feet  deep,  over  1,3^H)  feet  of  air  being  allowed  each  of 
the  ten  beds  to  be  placed  in  the  ward.    Light  is  admitted  on  three  sides. 
The  ward  is  heated  both  Ijy  direct  and  indii'ect  radiation,  and  the  impure 
air  is  witlidrawn  by  a  duct  leading  to  tiuMittic.  The  \\ard  walls,  like  those 
of  tlie  operating  ro(un,  after  having  liadi  a  coat  of  glue,  were  iieated  with 
silicate  of  soda  or    water  glass,''  the  object  being  to  prevent  any  possi- 
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ble  retention  of  disease  <.';erm.  The  flooring  is  of  oak  laid  in  narrovr 
widths.  The  wood  casings  are  of  pine  of:  plain  design,  and  finished  ivi 
natural  color  with  hard  oil.  The  plnnd)ing  througliout  the  entire  bnild- 
iiig  was  done  in  tlie  most  tlioiongh  and  careful  manner.  The  wliole 
building  is  lighted  with  gas,  and  electric  call  bells  are  located  in  the  ma- 
tron's room,  connecting  witli  the  servants'  rooms,  which  are  planned  in 
the  main  bnilding,  on  the  second  floor,  and  also  with  tlie  nurse's  room  on 
the  ground  floor. 

Kori'h  Adams  Fiiblic  Lihrarn. — The  Agricultural  library  Associa- 
tion met  according  tu  a  public  notice  in  the  office  of  Tliayer  cl"  Potter  on 
tlie  5th  day  of  January,  1866,  and  voted  that  this  association  present 
their  books  to  the  Xortb  Adiims  Library  upon  condition  that  the  library 
pay  all  expenses  of  transfer,  notices  of  meeting,  and  also  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  not  already  members  of  the  Library,  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  the  librar,y  for  one  year  without  charge." 

In  the  month  of  July,  18S3,  a  company  of  gentlemen  met  in  the  par- 
lors of  one  of  their  number  and  discussed,  in  an  informal  way,  the  wisdom 
of  trying  to  establish  a  public  library.  No  definite  measures  were  flxed 
npon,  though  many  practical  suggestions  were  made,  and  a  general  spirit 
of  approval  pervaded  the  meeting.  The  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  nine,  v.dio  made  a  report  which  was  published  in  Nortli 
Adams  Transcript  ol  September  27th,  1883.  This  report  was  signed  bv 
Eev.  T.  T.  Munger,  Rev.  A.  G.  Osborn,  and  A.  D.  Miner  for  the  commit- 
tee. The  re]jort  was  addressed  to  the  citizens  of  North  Adams.  It  rec- 
ommended that  a  movenifm.t  be  made  for  ''a  free  public  library — a  library 
for  the  town,  to  be  owned,  controlled,  and  fostered  by  the  tovrn.''  It 
suggested  that  a  room  be  procured  at  once,  and  that  efforts  be  made  to 
secure  the  books  belonging  to  the  North  Adams  Library  Association  as  a 
nucleus.  It  also  suggested  as  one  method  of  raising  money  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  library  until  the  next  annual  town  meeting,  that  a  public  fair 
should  be  held  which  should  also  enlist  the  people  at  large  by  making 
large  numbers  contributors  to  the  undertaking.  This  report  bore  fruit  in 
a  meeting  at  the  house  of  E.  S.  Wilkinson  where  a  general  committee  to 
take  charge  of  the  matter  was  appointed.  This  committee  consisted  of 
twenty-one  persons,  as  follows:  •  Col.  John  Bi-acewell,  A.  D.  Miner,  AV. 

A.  Gallup,  Thomas  \V.  Sykes,  C.  T.  Sampson,  Dr.  J.  II.  A.  Matte,  George 

B.  Pei-ry,  Charles  H.  Read,  P.  J.  Poland,  Y.  A.  Whitaker,  S.  Proctor 
Thayer,  A.  B.  AVright,  James  E.  Hunter,  Austin  Bond,  Geoi'ge  Hopkins, 
W.  \V.  Butlei-,  A.  J.  Witherell,  George  Mobbett,  and  George  W.  Chase. 
The  conimittee  on  the  fail"  wej-e  E.  S.  Wilkinson,  A.  B.  Wilght,  George 
Hopkins,. S.  Proctor  Thayer,  W.  AV.  Butler,  Thomas  AV.  Sykes,  J.  IT.  A. 
Matte,  P.  J.  Boland,  and  W.  G.  Cady.  The  officers  elected  were  as  f(^1- 
lows:  President,  Col.  John  Bracewell  ;  vice-president.  Jarvis  Rockwell  ; 
secretary,  William  Arthur  Galhip;  treasurer,  V.  A.  AVhitaknr. 

The  North  Adams  Libiary  Associiititui  promptly  voted  to  give  its 
books  to  the  public  library  upon  condition  that  the  nevr  library  should 
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be  assumed  and  cnivd  for  by  the  town.  One  of  the  stoi'es  in  Davenport's 
l)]ock  was  ]iired,  tJie  books  placed  therein,  and  the  libj'ary  was  inaugu- 
rated. In  the  nioriiti  of  Deeendier  a  pnbbc  fair  was  hekl  in  '.Martin's 
Hall,  Lasting  froin  the  lOrli  to  the  28d  inclnsive.  All  denomina- 
tions contriluitecl  to  the  snpport  uf  the  fair  and  made  it  a  great  success. 
Entertainments  were  given  on  each  night  and  many  beautiful  things  were 
given  and  sold.  Tlie  net  jeeei})iS  were  over  82. 500.  At  the  next  annual 
meeting  iii  ISSi  the  towji  voted  to  estabiisli  a  public  library  and  that 
S*2,5(K)  be  laised  for  its  niaintenance  and  i*or  tlie  purchase  of  new  books 
for  th,e  ensuing  year.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  lilmiry  and  reading 
room  have  six  Tuanagers,  two  for  one  year,  two  for  two  years,  and  two  for 
three  years.  The  couiinittee  ekicred  were  :  for  one  year,  John  Bracewell, 
A.  J),  jliner ;  for  two  years,  E.  S.  Wilkinson,  V.  A.  Whitaker ;  for  three  . 
years,  J.  H.  A.  Matte,  Jarvis  Rockwell.  It  was  voted  to  accept  tlie  gift 
of  books  from  the  North  Adams  Library  xVssociation  and  to  make  the 
reading  room  expenses  for  that  year  come  under  the  appropriation  of 
s*2,oOU  for  general  expenses.  O.  A.  Archer,  A.  I).  Miner,  Miss  E.  H. 
Denison,  Arthur  Eobinson,  J.  II.  A.  Matte,  and  S.  Proctor  Thayer  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  buy  the  books.  This  committee  had  several 
meetings  to  select  the  books  which  were  bought  for  the  library  by  S. 
Proctor  Thayer. 

77ie  Blaclctnton  Library  Association  was  formed  Feluaiary  19th, 
1859.  It  grew  out  of  a  felt  want  of  reading  material  for  the  young  people 
engaged  in  the  Blackinton  ^Yoolen  Mill.  0.  A.  Archer,  who  had  then 
lateh'  moved  into  the  village  of  Blackinton,  encouraged  the  boys  and 
young  men,  whom  he  found  lounging  about  public  places  evenings,  to 
read,  by  loaning  them  books  from  his  private  library,  until  the  demand 
outran  his  ability  to  supply,  and  he  then  conceived  the  idea  of  establish- 
ing a  public  lil)rary.  For  many  years  a  small  fee  was  charged,  but, 
finding  that  some  were  by  this  means  cut  otf  from  the  advantages  of  the 
library,  the  Blackinton  AVoolen  .Company,  about  the  year  1874,  made  it 
free  to  the  inhabitants  of  Blackinton  and  vicinity.  The  library  has  now 
about  1,500  volumes,  is  well  patronized,  and  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
education  of  those  living  near  it,  O.  A.  Ai-cher  has  been  and  is  the  only 
librarian. 

In  the  summer  of  18S4  the  town  of  North  Adams  received  a  great 
im2:>etns  in  the  way  of  building.  Lai-ge  brick  business  houses  were  built 
as  well  as  private  tenements.  Ouabain  street  was  built  the  new  Xorth 
Adams  Savings  Bank  building,  with  its  handsome  granite  front.  On 
Bank  street  was  bidlt  the  Eeardon  &  Wright  brick  blocks,  with  pressed 
brick  and  marble  fronts.  On  State  street  was  erected  tlie  II.  \V.  Clark 
block  for  a  wholesale  grocery  store,  and  on  Ashland  street  a  new  shoe 
factory.    During  the  year  there  were  over  170  new  I.)uild!ngs  erected. 

William  C.  Plunkert  died  on  Monday,  January  21st,  1884,  at  the  age 
of  eightyd'our,  after  a  lingering  idness.  In  the  Septerid)er  yirevioJis  he 
caught  cold  Mdiile  delivering  an  address  jp.  the  to\vn  ludl  :ir  rhe  ivun- 
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ion  «'>f  the  ]'^Jrty-n^]lt]l  ivginieiit.  He  had  <-iijoye»l  i  etr)arlvabl(3  liealrli  up 
to  that.  time.  He  was  active  in  business,  and  fiilJ  of  iuteiest  in  tlie  life  oi: 
tlie  \  iJlag'e  and  corjiry.  He  was  always  a  cDnspu-Uf^iis  fi^mire,  and  it  was 
wonnt-'i  Lid  r<,)  notice  tliar  his  i'(>r)n  at  ei,ii:lity-l'' JiU'  wns  still  as  erect  as  ever, 
with  hardly  a  trace  of  wldte  in  his  thick,  black  hair,  and  tliat  face  as 
bright,  firin,  and  ph-a^ant  as  it  was  at  iiity.  It  was  a  hjDir,  strenuous, 
useful,  and  lioij.'iable  life,  full  of  labor  and  work,  and  puldic  spirit  and 
unwavering  tidt-lity  to  his  triists  and  convictions.  He  wa^  a  native  of 
Lenox  and  was  born  in  1700,  in  a  log  house,  and  speiit  liis  boyhood 
in  that  viliage.  He  ^\as  the  oldest  of  the  three  remarkable  ])rothers, 
William  C,  Thomas  P.,  and  Cliarles  H.,  all  of  vv'hom  achieved  wealth, 
public  position,  and  wide  influence.  AVilliam  C.  moved  to  South. 
Adams  in  ISMO  ^\i^ll  S'J70  in  his  pockets,  to  begin  that  long  and  remark- 
able career  of  business,  social,  and  political  success.  Tliis  money  was  all 
he  could  bring  to  the  copartnership  which  founded  the  old  mill  of 
Plunkett  Wli^H-ler,  but  he  liad  boandless  hope  and  eneigy,  excebent 
judgment,  and  a  business  sagacity  that  conducted  tlie  firm  to  success  and 
wealth. 

For  tlie  last  few  years  North  Adams  has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a 
brisk  railroad  competition  between  the  various  railroads  wliich  center 
there.  This  superioiity  of  North  Adams  as  a  shipping  point  has  elfected 
a  marked  change  in  the  method  of  disposing  of  the  production  of  mills. 
This  change  incliules  the  storing  of  goods  here,  under  the  low  insurance 
of  the  mill  owners*  association,  selling  the  goods  to  the  trade  direct,  tlius 
keeping  accounts  but  once.  This  method  contrasts  most  favorably  with 
the  old  method,  by  which  goods  were  sent  to  a  commission  house  as  soon 
as  made,  and  insured  against  hre  at  high  rates,  Avith  the  possibility  of 
total  loss  in  case  of  great  fires,  as  at  Boston  and  Chicago  ;  tlie  old  method 
also  having  the  disadvantage  that  the  commission  liotise  nught  sell  at  a 
sacrifice  to  get  funds.  The  Arnold  Print  Works  and  the  Freeman  ^laii- 
ufactnring  Compan}'  have  sold  their  goods  for  some  time  direct  to  custom- 
ers, and  in  some  instances  have  shipped  goods  to  St.  Louis  a  dollar 
on  a  hundred  pounds'  weight  cheaper  than  the}^  could  be  shipped  to  the 
same  point  from  ISTew  York. 

During  the  last  twenty  years  the  growth  of  North  Adams  has  been 
rapid  and  permanent.  In  that  period  it  has  more  than  qtiadrupled  in 
manufacturing  and  commercial  importance.  One  illustration  of  its  re- 
markable growth  is  afforded  by  the  fact  that  where  only  otie  or  two 
mongrel  or  mixed  trains  did  all  the  business  of  a  day  a  few  years  ago, 
there  are  now  many  full  fledged  passenger  expresses  and  other  traiirs  to 
do  the  work. 

Even  the  much  boasted  Sprlnglield,  with  its  years  of  development 
and  prestige,  is  not  to-day  a  nu)re  im})ortaT\t  railroad  center  than  North 
Adams  has  been  rendered  by  the  Hr>osac  Tunnel  thoroughfare.  Five  uu- 
portant  railroads  ha ve  a  ternuuus  here. 
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Manllfae^ares. — Giles  Tinker. — The  Old  Brick  Factory.— The  Eagle  Factory. — Blackintoii. — 
Tiie  "Pl'iujnix," — Furnaces  and  ^Machine  Sliops. — The  "  Boys'  Factojy." — Stephen  B. 
Brown, — BraYtonvillo. — Stone  Mill  on  jJiver  Street. — The  Union, — James  E,  Marshall, 
— The  Print  Works.— The  Iron.  Business. — Freeman  Manufacturing  Coinpany, — AV.  W. 
Freeman. — Johnson  IManufacturijTg  Company. — Sylvander  Johnson. — Greylock  Mills. — 
Arnold  Print  Works. — Tanneries. — Boots  and  Shoes. — Zylonite. — Grist  I\lills. 


OXE  of  tlie  pioneers  in  iiianiifacturing  in  tlie  old  town  of  Adaras,  and 
one  wlio  did  nincli  to  develop  its  resources,  was  Cliles  Tinker.  Mr. 
Tinker  was  a  nieclianic,  and  con^iderin.s:  tJie  times  in  wliicli  he  lived,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  he  connnenced  and  carried  on  business, 
one  of  uncommon  ingenuity  and  power  of  mind.  He  was  horn  at  Lyme, 
Conn.,  and  in  1802,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  came  to  reside  in 
North  Adams,  then  a  small  village  of  twenty  one  houses.  For  some  time 
he  worked  at  cabinet  making,  but  the  demand  for  such  work  was  very 
limited,  and  his  ambitious  spirit  soon  craved  a  larger  field.  About  the 
year  1804,  when  machines  for  carding  wool  into  rolls,  to  be  spun  into  yarn 
for  Ijome-made  cloth,  were  coming  into  general  use,  and  superseding  liand 
cards,  Ricliard  Knight  and  Koger  AYing introduced  one  of  these  machines 
into  Adams,  and  a  demand  for  them  also  sprang  up  in  Pennsylvania, 
CentJ-al  ^""ew  York,  and  Canada.  They  were  sold  at  ^^^350  to  $400  for  sin- 
gle machines,  and  $600  to  $700  for  double  ones.  This  was  Mr.  Tiidver's 
opi3ortunity,  and  he  at  once  commenced  the  manufacture  of  these  ma- 
chines, wdth  no  previous  experience.  The  first  ones  he  constructed  in  some 
portion  of  the  premises  of  David  Estes,  on  River  street.  All  portions  of 
the  machine  that  could  be  made  of  wood  were  so  constructed,  and  the 
iron  work  was  made  by  Joseph  Darby.  Tinker  and  Captain  E.  Rich.- 

mond,  an  ingenious  wood  worker,  formed  a  copartnership,  in  1804,  foi' 
the  manufacture  of  carding  machines,  and  occupied  a  red  shop  "  on  rhe 
corner  of  Main  and  Bank  streets.  Afterward,  each  worked  on  his  own 
account  in  the  same  shop.  Captain  Richmond  continued  the  inisiness 
Some  time  after  Mr.  Tirdser,  selling  the  machin.^s  througlu/ut  Central  »w 
York.    In  ISOj  Mr.  Tinker  married  the  daughter  of  Richard  Kniglit,  a 
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Vv-ealtby  faiTiier.  ]n  1803  he  pni'diasetl  of  Eefliuel  Finney  n  lot  contain- 
ing about  two  acres,  fronting  on  iMaiu  street,  and  extending  from  the  cor« 
ncr  of  Bank  stivet  eastei'ly.  The  price  paid  was  82,000.  ^fr.  Tiidvcr 
cai'ried  on  business  in  liie  bast^iiient  of  this  house  for  .aiH)ut  a  year,  v.dien 
he  built  a  shop  on  the  premises  Ivnown  as  the  "  old  yellow  building.  '  In 
"1811,  -when  tlje  spirit  of  enterprise  iu  the  cotiou  manufacture  had  begun 
to  spread  from /Rhode  Island,  its  tirst  seat  in  this  country,  a  company 
was  formed  b»y  tije  citizens  of  this  and  adjoining  towns,  for  the  erection 
of  the  Old  Brick  Factory.*^  Mr.  Tinker  and  Captain  E.  Kichmond  were 
shareholders  :  and  having  gained,  experience  from  their  carding  machine 
business,  and  beijig  sai';acious  men,  the  company  liad  full  faith  that  they 
could  construct  tlie  necessary  machinery  for  the  mill.  So  a  conti'act  was 
made  with  them.  Mr.  Tinker  went  to  Rhode  Island,  engaged  experienced 
help  and  procured  sucii  tools  as  were  then  in  use  for  the  construction  of 
mill  machinery.  The  contract  called  for  all  the  improvements  extant  for 
cotton  manufacturing,  the  spinning  frames  and  mules,  but  riot  the  picker 
or  power  loom,  which  w^ere  then  unknown.  The  contract  w^as  taken  by 
Messrs.  Tiidver  Richmond  at  816  per  sx)in.dle,  amounting  to  about  8"^',- 
000,  and  affording  to  the  contractors  a  net  proht  of  about  81,000  each. 
This  amount  was  to  tliose  young  men  a  substantial  benefit,  an  impulse 
both  in  capital  and  experience,  which  prompted  them  to  a  wider  field  of 
action. 

The  ''Old  Brick  Factory"  was  erected  on  the  site  between  Marshall 
sti'eet  and  the  Hoosac  River,  in  1811,  by  an  incorporated  joint  stock  com- 
pany of  twenty  persons  each  investing  81,000.  The  water  privilege  and 
about  six  acres  of  land  were  purchased  of  Jeremiah  Colegrove  on  the  7th 
of  March,  1811.  Among  the  original  incorporators  were  Dr.  James  Cum- 
niings,  Josiah  Q.  Robinson,  Jeremiah  Colegrove,  Richard  Knight,  George 
Whitman,  Giles  Tinker,  Edward  Richmond,  Benjamin  Lapham,  Joseph 
How  land,  George  Lapham,  William  Waternurn,  and  others,  principally  of 
Korth  Adams.  The  agents  or  business  managers  of  the  company  were  as 
follows:  tirst,  J.  Q.  Robinson,  second,  Dr.  James  Cummings,  thii'd, 
]S"ehemiah  Allen,  and  fourth,  George  Lapham.  This  was  the  lirst  cott'>n 
mill  in  Adams  and  one  of  the  first  in  the  county.  By  contract  witli  the 
company  Jeremiah  Colegrove  constructed  tlie  ditch — whicii  was  nearly 
an  eighth  of  a  nrile  long  and  was  regarded  as  a  wonderfrd  undertaking  in 
those  days — erected  the  mill,  of  brick,  four  stories  higii,  hfrydive  by 
thirty-four  feet,  and  also  built  four  small  dwelling  houses  near  the  same. 
The  first  machinery  was  very  primitive  as  compared  witli  that  now  in 
use.  Wood  was  nsed  rather  than  iron  in  the  machinery,  wherever  it 
could  be  made  to  answer.  Tlie  picker  and  lapper  were  tlien  unkuowii, 
and  the  power  was  lying  dormant  in  the  brain  of  the  i!iventoi'.  The  only 
labor  saving  j)rocesses  carried  on  in  the  mill  were  the  carding  and  spininim", 
so  that  a  great  variety  of  machinery  v/as  not  required.  The  cotton  was 
bent  out  among  vaiioiis  families  to  be  whipped  and  picked  by  haiul,  a:  a 
cost  of  three  cents  per  pound.  The  tirst  contrivance  used  for  "  wliipping 
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of  that  (lay,  was  a  corded  frame  about  two  and  one  liali  feet  liigli  and 
three  feet  squai'e,  inclosed  (m  three  sides  with  boards.  On  this  the  cotton 
was  laid  and  thoronglily  wlupped  with  sticks,  ro  expel  the  dust  and 
loosen  its  compactne  ss.  The  whipixn' held  a  stick  iii  each  hand  and 
"pnr  in  the  licks''  equal  to  an  an2:ry  school  niastei'  dealing  with  a  frac- 
tious pupil.  The  cott(>n  \vas  then  picked  to  j)ieces  for  the  most  pare  by 
women'y  and  cliildren's  ninih-h'  hne.'ers,  Tlie  yarn  was  also  sent  out 
among  families,  to  be  woven  into  sliirting,  at  first  by  the  common  loom, 
afterward  by  the  liy  or  sj^ring  sliuttle,  thrown  by  hand.  Almost  every 
dwelling  was  the  scene  of  some  branch  of  the  cotton  manufacture  and 
there  ^^■as  a  constant  disti'ibution  and  .u'atliering  up  of  the  products  of  this 
^' hoUiC  industry."  The  price  paid  for  weaving  was  six  cents  per  yard, 
in  cotton  yarn  ;  and  No.  12  yarn  sold  for  83  cents  per  pound,  in  square 
live  pound  bunches. 

The  fashionable  blue  ''checks and str-ipes,"  woven  from  .yarn spun  in 
this  mill,  sold  for  B8  to  4'?'  cen  ts  per  yard  ;  and  the  sliirtings  and  sheet- 
ings were  worth  about  40  cents.  The  close  of  the  war  and  the  opening  of  our 
ports  to  European  goods,  in  181o,  caused  this  mill  to  be  stoi;)ped  like  hun- 
dreds of  others  in  the  country.  It  lay  idle  until  1819,  when  it  was  leased 
by  David  Estes  and  Oliver  Pai-kej'  and  run  for  three  years  ;  then  it  lay 
idle  again  until  about  1^25  wlien  Thonias  Higgin]K>thanh  Ivalpli  Howard, 
andt  Daniel  F.  Merriam  puj'chased  the  entire  iprop^erty  for  82,500,  and 
carried  on  business  for  several  years.  The  real  estate  then  included  all  the 
laud  from  Alain  street  north  to  the  Xortli  Branch,  excepting  the  Coh^grove 
mill  x^i'operty.  No  road  existed  in  that  direction  excepting  from  Main 
street  to  the  mill.  The  whole  estate,  which  cost  the  original  proprietors 
$20,OC0,  located  in  the  very  heart  of  the  village,  on  a  most  eligible  site 
and  water  power,  with  six  acres  of  land,  had  lain  unproductive,  rhe  build- 
ings going  to  decay  and  the  machinery  getting  obsolete,  for  more  tlian 
half  the  time  after  it  was  first  improved.  None  of  the  citizens  were  dar- 
ing or  affluent  enough  to  purchase  it  for  the  sum  of  82,2' >0,  the  sum  for 
which  it  was  at  one  time  offered.  .The  proverb  "  a  burnt  child  dreads  tlie 
fire,''  will  illustrate  the  feeling  prevalent  at  that  time  among  men  of  en- 
terprise and  substance.  Their  pecuniary  condition  and  inferior  machinery 
were  no  match  for  the  wealth  and  trained  skill  of  Great  Britain,  favored 
as  it  was  by  a  low  tariff. 

Messrs.  Higginbotham  &:  Co.  therefore  labored  under  great  disad- 
vantages. The  buildings  were  very  much  out  of  repair,  the  machinery- 
antiquated  and  nearly  useless  from  lying  idle  so  long,  but  they  could  not 
afford  to  throv/  it  aside.  Mr.  Merriam  was  an  excellent  maohinisr,  and 
the  firm  deemed  it  advisable  to  repair  the  old  machinery  and  buihl  new. 
They  introduced  some  foi'ty  looms.  They  built  an  addition  of  thirty 
feet  to  the  Avest  end  of  the  mill.  All  this  was  expensive  and  embarrassed 
them  also  as  their  ca[)ital  was  limited  and  future  profits  were  relied  on  to 
meet  outlays.  The  business  was  fair  for  some  years  iuid  for  a  p.ortiou 
of  the  time  quite  protitable.    All  the  partners  were  energetic,  hard- work- 


ADAMS  A^'D  NOirriT  ADAMS. 


517 


ing,  nnd  persevei  iii:;-  in  tlieir  efforts  lo  sncceod.  But  tlie  lieavy  debts  to 
be  provided  for,  and  acliange  of  tlie  times,  caused  this  linn,  like  its  pved- 
ecessoj-s,  to  suci'iu!!').  Thfy  sold  the  property  ia  132D  to  Joseph  Mar- 
shall, nil  exteirsive  nianai'aetarf]' in  Tludson,  N.  Y.  James  E.  Marshall 
next  owned  it,  theri  AVells.  White  Co.,  and  Joseph  L.  White.  A.  P. 
}3utler  Co.,  purchased  it  at  nuction,  and  in  IS.jS  sold  It  to  Jackson, 
Eay  t^.  Co.  The  Old  Bi'ick"  was  not  used  after  1S57,  wlien  its  time- 
worn  walls  ceased  to  reverberate  with  the  clatter  and  clang  of  machinery. 

The  second  cotton  mill  in  town  was  the  Eagle  Factory''  which  was 
built  in  ISloby  Giles  Tinker,  W  E.  lirciytoii,  Benjamin  SlMey,  Wiliiam 
Bradford,  and  Henry  Remingto]i.  It  was  a  wooden  stracture,  eighty-tvv'o 
by  forty-live  feet,  four  stoJ  ies  high,  and  vras  located  on  the  North  Branch, 
noi'theast  of  the  Eagle  bridge.  The  machinery  was  built  by  Giles  Tinker, 
of  the  ordinjiry  patterns  of  that  day.  Owing  to  the  same  causes  which 
blasted  the  cotton  manufacture  in  the  "Old  Brick,"  after  the  close  of 
the  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  "  Eagle  factory  "  did  not  pay.  The  four 
named  proprietors  sold  out,  and  the  mill  lay  idle  for  many  years.  The 
"Eagle"  company  labored  with  a  zeal  deserving  of  good  fortune,  and 
that  they  were  thwarted  in  their  efforts  was  not  altogether  their  fault. 
About  the  year  [S'20  Caleb  B.  Turner  hired  the  Eagle  factory  and  eventu- 
ally purchased  it.  He  aftervrard  leased  it  to  Brown,  Jenks  &  Tyler,  who 
for  three  years  operated  that  and*,  another  mill  near  it.  The  next  lessee 
was  Dr. Isaac  Hodges,  who  ran  th(3  mill  for  two  years.  About  the  year  1S38 
it  was  purchased  by  James  E.  Marshall  and  rented  to  and  operated  by 
John  H.  Orr  and  John  N.  Chase.  Tlie  entii'e  mill  and  its  contents  were 
destroyed  by  lire  in  lS4o.  ^Nfessrs.  Orr  &  Chase  lost  about  83,000  in  ma- 
chin  ei-y  a.nd  stock. 

The  same  year,  1813,  that  witnessed  the  erection  of  the  "Eagle"' 
factory,  also  witnessed  the  erection  of  the  lirst  factory  at  Blackmton. 
The  first  house  erected  in  Blackinfton  had  been  bnilt  in  1770.  If  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  old  William  Blaclvinton  house.  It  was  kept  as  a  tavern  in 
1815  by  David  Darling.  It  was  probably  built  and  at  all  events  occupied 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  Nathan  Smith,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  the  town,  grandfather  of  Alpheus  and  Reuben  SmitJi.  He  re- 
sided in  several  parts  of  the  town.  He  was  one  of  the  noble  heroes  who 
shouldered  his  musket  and  engaged  in  the  Bennington  "tight,"'  He  was 
knov>-n  dviring  the  latter  part  of  his  life  as  "Governor  Smitli,"'  and  was 
reputed  to  have  been  102  years  old  when  he  died. 

The  second  house  in  Blackinton  was  built  near  the  bridge,  within  the 
lindts  of  Willianrstown,  very  soon  after  the  htnise  just  mentioned.  The 
tliird  house  was  built  of  logs  by  Abel  Gary.  The  ')ne  story  house  iiow 
standing  just  east  of  the  burial  gri.und  was  removed  to  its  present  loca- 
tion in  18o0  from  the  Smedley  farnj.  (^ajotain  8anuud  Kellogg  was  born 
in  this  house  in  1708.  These  tlii-ee  h(va>(.\s  w(.mv  all  that  exisred  in  Black- 
intoii  in  18J(',  and  n-)  oiher  rua-l  ^v;iS  ileui  open  to  \Villiaansi(>wn  excepr- 
ing  the  one  past  these  hiurses.    The  fa.ct'.)ry  erected  in  lUackinton  in  I8b> 
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was  built  by  Artenuis  Crittenden.  It  was  a  w^ooden  stiiicture,  t\vonty-fi\-e 
feet  ])y  sixty,  three  stories,  and  was  constructed  by  Cadisli  B.  Hopkins 
and  Stutley  ^Veave^,  the  pi'incipal  corpenters  of  that  day,  on  contract. 
It  Avas  intended  f(jr  the  manufacture  of  satinet  and  all  wool  cloth,  in  part 
by  niacliinery,  and  was  the  first  mill  of  the  kind  erected  hi  the  town.  Mr. 
Crittenden  also  carried  on  wool  carding  and  cloth  dressing' in  his  new  mill. 
All  the  weaving  was  performed  on  hand  looms,  and  as  high  as  twenty- live 
cents  a  yard  was  paid  for  the  same.  "Rufus  Wells,  J.  L.  White,  and 
Sanford  Blackinton  were  apprentices  to  Deacon  Crittenden  about  this 
time,  nnd  boarded  in  his  family.  The  subsecpient  success  of  these  young 
men,  who  rose  from  slender  beginnings  to  wealth  and  distinction  upon 
the  same  local iry  where  tliey  learned  their  trade,  is  owing  in  no  small 
degi'ee  to  the  liabits  of  morality,  industry,  frugality,  perseverance,  and 
thoroughness  in  their  calling,  inculcated  by  Deacon  Critttenden  and  daily 
illustrated  and  lived  out  by  him. 

The  universal  stagnation  vrhich  followed  the  peace  of  1815  aU'ected 
the  manufacture  of  satinets  as  well  as  other  manufactures,  and  made  the 
business  unprofitable.    Al)out  the  year  1S17  Deacon  Crittenden  sold  all 
his  interest  to  John  Willey,  who  sold  the  property  to  Aaron  Foot  in  1821. 
He  then  remov  ed  to  Pownal,  Vt.,  and  engaged  in  the  same  business  on  a 
limited  scale,  in  connection  with  wool-carding  and  cloth-dressing  for  cus- 
tomers.   About  tlie  year  1819  he  returned  to  Xortli  Adams  and  rented 
tlie  clothing  works  of  Jei'emiali  Colegrove,  doing  cpiite  a  large  business. 
Tlie  yarn  A\'as  spun  on  a  spinning  jenny  and  woven  by  hand  loom>  in  the 
stone  building  of  Marshall  Jones,  on  the  hill  w^est  of  Main  street  bridge. 
In  182*2  Deacon  Crittenden  formed  a  co]3artnership  with  Evenal  Estes.  and 
manufactured  satinet  in  the  clothing  works  of  David  Estes.    The  cloth 
was  woven  by  hand,  ten  cents  per  yard  being  paid  for  weaving.  About 
this  time  Giles  Tinker,  desirous  of  testing  the  power  loom,  made  ariTinge- 
ments  witli  Estes       Crittenden  to  try  the  operation  of  one.    He  there- 
fore went  to  Providence,  11.  I.,  and  procured  a  power  loom  all  fitted  up. 
It  was  composed  almost  wholly  of  iron  and  was  very  cumbersome^  weigh- 
ing over  five  hundred  pounds.  This  loom  was  among  the  first  introduced 
into  the  county.    It  was  operated  by  Mrs.  Asa  Peak,  successfully, 
and  Estes  S:  Crittenden  ordered  more  of  the  same  kind,  which  were 
manufactured  l)y  Giles  Tinker  in  the  ''Old  Yellow  Building"  on  Main 
street.      Soon    afterward    Mr.    Tinker    introduced    the    first    cor  ton 
power  loom,  mostly  constructed  of  wood,  into  the  ''Eagle''  facr-uy. 
The    introduction    of    the    power    loom,    next    after    rhe  spinning 
frame,  was  of  vital   importance   to   the  cotton  ni;! nu facture,  simpli- 
fying the  business,  cheapening  the  })r(.)du^'t,  tuid  giving  enipk)ynient 
-to  a  vast  number  of  pfM)pie.    l!i  181o  Mr.  Tinker  sold  his  interest  in  tlie 
Eagle  factory  and  engaged  in  the  niercMiuile  business  wirh  W.  Iv  Bray- 
ton.    This  continued  until  1822,  Mr.  Tinker  still  cari-yiim*  on  his  ncirhine 
shop.    In  1824  his  busiut.'ss  of  making  nuu'hin^u'y  had  e!dar_:\'d  and  re- 
quired more  room  and  a  permanent  water  power.    He  was  presse.l  v.dtli 
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orders  from  all  quartei'S,  mnny  comiiiu'  from  distant  places.  So,  in  1855, 
he  purcjiased  of  Jeremiah  Colegrove  the  okl  grist  mill  and  water  privi- 
lege, now  tlio  site  of  M.  D.  A.  W.  Hodge's  grist  mill,  and  erected  a 
brick  mnchine  shop,  called  the  '^PluToix."  In  1S2S -he  enlarged  it,  mak- 
ing it  34  by  110  feet  and  four  stories  high.  During  the  same  year,  Vv'iiile 
occupying  the  twu  low^r  stories  as  a  machine  shop,  he  filled  the  upper 
stories  w  ith  machinery  built  1)y  himself,  consisting  of  sixteen  looms  for 
sheeting,  450  spindles,  auvd  the  necessary  apparatus.  In  the  same  build- 
ing was  for  a  short  time  a  grist  mill  with  two  run  of  stones,  and  adjacent 
thereto,  a  furnace  and  trip  hammer  shop.  In  1829  IMr.  Tinker  erected 
for  his  r)wn  residence  a  brick  buikling  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Bank 
streets.  .  In  the  fall  of  1S32  Mr.  Tinker  s  health  had  beguji  to  fail  from 
close  application  to  business  and  from  the  effects  of  a  severe  cold  con- 
tracted by  exposure  in  water  while  making  some  repairs,  and  he  died 
very  suddenly  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  where  he  had  gone  for  his 
health,  in  tlie  52d  y*^ar  of  his  age.  His  death  was  a  great  loss  to  the  town. 
He  was  instrumental  in  giving  the  lirst  impetus  to  cotton  manufacturing 
in  North  Adams,  by  his  prompt  and  skilful  adaptation  .  of  the  recpadsite 
machinery.  He  was  an  energetic,  public  spirited  citizen,  ever  ready  by 
voice  and  example  to  sustain  the  ]ight  and  repel  the  wrong.  As  one  of 
tlie  pioneers  in  the  temperance  canse  he  was  one  of  tlie  lirst  to  ab^ulsh 
the  use  of  cider  in  liis  household,  thoiigh  boarding  a  large  number  of 
men  and  at  a  tin^e  wl]en  cider  was  regarded  as  ii  liaianless  beverage,  v.nd 
was  not  even  forbidden  in  temperance  pledges.  Mr.  Tinker  pracidced 
what  he  preached.  He  was  a  member  of  the  lii'st  organized  class  of  tlie 
Metliodist  Society  in  North  Adams,  and  was  one  of  the  forernosr  pro- 
moters of  that  denonn nation  while  he  lived.  One  of  his  sons,  Edvvard  R. 
Tinker,  has  heen  the  collector  of  internal  reveiiue  foi'  the  Twelfth  Con- 
gressional District  for  many  years.  Between  3.fr.  Tinker  au'l  Deacon 
Crittenden  there  was  a  marked  parallel.  Both  were  men  of  great  iue- 
chanical  talent,  l)usiness  sagacity,  industriotis  habits,  l)readth  of  niiiid, 
and  moral  character.  They  were  both  builders;  they  built  liouses,  fac- 
tories, and  churches.  The  ])ecuiu.ary  burden  of  supporting  th:3  tirsr  Trav- 
eling Methodist  preacher,  and  tln3  exx^ense  of  erecting  the  lirst  Met  ho  list 
church  was  l^orne  in  gi-eat  part  by  Mr.  Tinkei".  Xor  was  the  Congrega- 
tional Society  hardly  less  indebted  f<.)r  its  organization  and  its  lirsr  house 
of  worship  to  Artemas  Crittenden.  Tlie  town  lost  them  both  about  ilie 
same  time,  as  Deacon  Crittenden  removed  to  tlie  State  of  Xew  York 
about  the  year  1829.  They  were  both  good  men  and  theii'  works  iuive 
amply  justified  them. 

About  thf  year  1817,  Loring  Darby  and  Buel  Xort.au  f-u'tn-ily  of 
Bennington,  Yt.,  fitted  up  for  a  cnpoia  f nruac.' a  Iniihling  wiii.di  had  i)c'.ui 
formerly  erected  for  a  tri[)diamnun'  sli()[),  on  (»r  iiear  the  site  of  the  buiKl- 
ings  of  the  Freeman  Manufacturing  Conip.my  on  Uni(Ui  sireer.  Darby  \' 
Norton  made  iruu  ca>iing>  i'or  null  gearing  ami  niaclii a^^i'y  and  sold  Lh«.un 
for  six  and  eight  cents  per  pound.    Hon  machinery  was  tlien  o  nuing  into 
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2Tioi-e  general  use,  f  rom  the  increased  skill  in  its  construction  a  nd  the  de- 
velopment of  t^orron  nnd  woolen  manufacturing,  as  confidence  began  to 
revive  after  t'le  ^vhy  of  1812. 

Very  few  stoves  were  tlien  in  use  and  those  were  principally  C(u,]dng 
stoves  of  awkvN-ard  and  inconvenient  shape.  Stoves  we're  made  ar  tlie 
furnace  of  Darby  S:  Norton  ;  box  stoves  and  cooking  stoves  nearly  S'.juai'e 
with  two  ovens,  on^  al)ove  the  other,  and  boiler  holes  on  top.  The  plates 
were  very  thick  and  held  together  by  rods  and  nuts.  Tiie  cooking  stoves 
extensively  manufactured  had  dimensions  about  3|-  feet  long  by  2^ 
feet  wide  and  2  feet  high.  Thj^  lire  client  and  b^u'ler  lioles  wei''^  on  top, 
the  plates  were  plain  and  heavy  castings,  witluait  ornament,  and  held  to- 
gether by  rods  and  nuts.  The  latch  and  liinges  were  made  of  wrought 
iron  and  had  to  be  fitted  to  plates  by  a  Ijlaclvsmith.  It  had.  no  pipe  l)Ui 
was  set  on  brick  work  about  six  inches  high,  with  a  flue  extending  into 
the  lireplace  which  was  bricked  up.  The  heat  and  smoke  passed  o\  er 
and  around  each  end  of  the  oven  and  under  the  same  to  the  center  of  the 
botfoi]!  plate,  there  entering  the  brick  Hue.  It  cost  from  610  to  800,  ac- 
c;U'di. ng  to  size. 

This  cupola  furnace  after  being  in  operation  for  a.  short  time,  stopped 
about  1826,  Otis  Hodge,  jr.  purchased  the  premises,  and  in  connection 
with  William  E.  Brayton  carried  on  an  extensive  business  for  some  years 
in  th(:  manufacture  of  machine  and  j)]o\v  castings.  The  prox)erty  was 
affei  v/ai-d  bought  by  Caleb  B.  Turner.  Al)Out  1828  Giles  Tinker  ei'ected 
a  brick  building  for  preparing  his  own  castings.  It  stood  east  and  near 
his  machine  shop,  on  the  land  now  occupied  b}'  M.  I).  &  A.  W.  Hodge. 
After  Mr.  Tinker  s  death  Alanson  Cady  and  L'>ring  Darby  hired  the  fur- 
nace and  machine  shop  and  carried  ir  on.  Afterward  Mr.  Cady  rented 
the  furnace  alone  and  made  castings.  It  wms  also  hired  and  run  ftnir 
years  by  William  Hodskins.  Finally  the  whole  property  came  into  the 
hands  of  James  E,  Marshall,  and  in  1847  the  furnace  building  was  t;iken 
down.  Turner  &  Lailin,  in  1832,  erected  a  brick  furnace  on  Union  street 
for  [troducing  their  own  castings,  and  in  1847  William  Hodskins  erected 
a  furnace  on  the  present  site  of  the  Troy  and  Greenheld  freight  de[)Ot  at 
a  cost  of  81,900,  includirjg  the  land. 

In  March,  1822,  Rufus  Wells.  J.  L.  White,  and  Sanford  Blackin ton, 
already  spoken  of  as  apprentices  of  Artemas  Crittenden,  commenced  l)us- 
iness  in.  Blackint(UE  The  lirst  factoi-y  they  built  was  tweuty-hve  by 
fifty  feet,  two  stories  high.  It  stood  near  the  road  in  front  of  the  present 
mill  ;  the  same  building,  rennn'ed  a  few  rods  west  of  its  former  posititju, 
is  now  used  for  storing  wool.  The  price  [laid  for  suOicient  water  power 
for  this  mill  was  a!)out  $300.  .  Tlie  hrst  mill  co^t  about  s80('.  It  was 
fitted  up  with  second  luind  machinery  from  an  old  woolen  mill  at 
AVilliamstov.ui,  at  an  ex[)ens(^  of  8{,0i.)().  The  new  lirm  had  very  litth^ 
money  to  start  with,  ami  tliey  wt^re  all  so  youthful  that  for 
many  years  their  ostabli^hment  was  known  r hroug'ii )ii r  the  neigh- 
boring-  jviiion   as    the    *■  Bo\'s'   Eactoi^v/'     The-  mill    wa^    run  for  a 
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portion  of  the  time  on  cnstoni  work,  and  a  portion  of  tlie  time  in 
manufactiiring  satinets,  .worrli  about  seven! y-fiNe  cents  per  yard.  The 
avr'iiige  quantity  produced  at  first  wa>  fifty  yards  per  day.  All  the 
Aveaviiig  was  done  }.)y  hand  looms  in  t]]e  mill,  for  in-enty  cents  |)er  yard. 
The  average  price  of  wool  per  pound  for  se\'eral  yeai's  was  50  cents,  and 
of  cloth  per  yard,  fj-oii]  C()  to  To  cents,  according  to  quadity.  The  first 
satinet  power  looms  were  used  in  this  mill  in  or  18-26  ;  they  were 

manufactared  by  Giles  Tinker.  In  1825,  Wells,  Blackin ton  c^:;  White 
bonght  out  Aaron  Foot,  who  owned  a  woolen  mill  near  tlieirs,  of  a'oont 
the  same  size  and  character.  They  paid  him  $6,000,  all  in  manufacturing 
cloth,  he  furnishing  wool.  It  proved  an  unfortunate  bargain  for  Mr. 
Foot,  but  an  advantageous  one  for  the  "boys."  They  paid  him  in  full 
in  one  year,  and  the  mai'ket  for  cloth  being  very  poor,  Mr.  Foot  could 
not  sell  the  clotli  for  as  much  as  tlie  wool  had  cost  him.  In  the  early 
clays  of  manufacturing,  the  goods  were  teamed  to  market  by  one  of  the 
lirm.  Mr.  "White  usually  acting  as  teamster.  The  goods  were  sold  to 
jobbers,  always  on  time."  at  hrst  in  Albany,  afterward  in  Boston. 
They  did  not  enjoy  tlie  advantaues  of  a  l>anlv  for  about  ten  years  after 
they  started,  but  transacted  their  financial  business  at  Troy,  Albany,  and 
sometimes  at  Pittsfield.  In  1853  rhey  built  a  new  factory  building  of 
wood.  If  was  two  stories  high,  and  connected  by  a  race  way  with  the 
stone  mill  directly  east.  It  cost  about  810,000.  In  1S5G  AVilliam  T. 
Blackinton  purchased  from  John  R.  Blackinton  and  John  B.  Tyler  their 
interest  in  the  linn  wdiich  was  then  S.  Blackinton  &Co.,  and  thus  became 
equal  partner  with  his  father,  Sanford  Blackinton.  The  firm  was  then 
known  as  S.  Blackinton  &  Son.  On  the  second  day  of  April,  1857.  the 
stone  mill,  picker  house,  and  dye  house  were  destroyed  l)y  lire,  causing 
a  stoppage  for  a  year  while  rebuilding  was  going  on.  When  the  mill  be- 
gan running  again  the  business  of  the  country  had  not  recovered  from  tlie 
panic  of  1857,  and  the  business  was  not  pushed  for  a  year  or  two  altintugh 
the  nulls  were  started  and  continued  to  run.  The  breaking  out  of  the 
war  01  the  Rebellion  in  1861  gave  the  business  a  great  impetus,  and  the 
company  began  to  enlarge  their  plant,  gi'adually  extending  their  build- 
ings and  adding  machinery.  The  last  important  addition  to  the  capacity 
of  the  works  was  made  in  1872,  when  a  large  building  was  erected  and 
considerable  machinery  was  brought  from  England,  making  the  mill  an 
eighteen  set  plant  or  double  its  capacity  at  the  commeucemenr  <^f  the  Civil 
vv'ar.  During  the  war  the  firm  had  lai'ge  contracts  fertile  manufacture 
of  army  goods  lynl  found  thfin  i)iofirable.  On  the  4lh  (^f  September. 
1875,  William's^  Blackinton  diod  vei'y  .suddenly.  His  deaih  ukuIh  it 
necessary  to  v/ithdraw  his  interest  fi'om  the  busine-s.  and  in  1870  a  sto^dc 
company'was  fornuMl  In  Sanford  B)la(dvinton,  L-Muutd  Poineroy,  Ivlward 
S.  \\'ilkinson,  and  ().  A.  Archei',  as  cor[)oraio!s.  und(M'  tln>sryh^  of  the  S. 
Blackinton  Woolen  Co?n[Ki ?iy,  with  a  ])aid  \\p  ca[)ital  of  8-5  Since 
Sanfoi'd  BIacl'v!:itv 'U  'm>--;ui  bii^in*'-^>  in  \^'2-2  ther  '  has  m^vci-  !),»eu  a  total 
suspension  of  woi'k  in  ih?'  mills  for  any  hmg;  li  of  time  e.vcepr  in  ca^e  of 
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fire,  nor  has  there  heeii  at  any  tirae  a  fail  are  to  pay  em[)loyes  promptly. 

One  ol'  tlie  most  prominent  iiianuiiiet  urers  of  Adanis  for  a  period  of 
nearly  twenty  years  was  Srej^hen  B.  Bi'own,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
Berksliii'e  county,  October  19th,  171)8.  Soon  afterward  his  father  par- 
ch.ased  a  farm  in  Sonrbi  Adams  and  there  he  vras  reared.  He  commenced 
work  in  the  "old  brick  factory"  in  South  Adams,  sitnate  at  tlie  north 
side  of  the  hill  on  the  north  of  the  vihlage  of  Alaple  Grove.  Mr.  Brown 
began  to  climl>  the  ladder  at  an  early  day,  passing  from  a  lower  to  a 
higher  position  in  the  mill.  He  commenced  business  in  1820,  in  partrier- 
ship  with  David  Anthony,  of  South  Adau^s.  withoiit  capital  of  his  ov.  n 
or  wealtiiy  friends  to  assist  liiin.  His  only  reliance  was  on  habits  of  in- 
dustry, economy,  a,  spirit  of  energy  and  eurerprise,  aud  a  determination 
to  succeed.  The  lirm  of  Anthony  <.t  Brown  began  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  stripe  in  the  little  old  building  which  vanished  some  years  since, 
before  the  march  of  improvement,  and  has  given  place  to  a  spacious  stone 
mill.  Manufacturing  in  those  days  differed  almost  as  widely  from  the 
present  facilities  as  the  old  structure  differed  from  the  new  one.  The 
yarn  was  spun,  dyed  of  various  colors,  and  carried  around  in  tins  iuid. 
adjoining  towns  to  be  woven.  The  prompt  ingenuity  and  industry,  and 
the  tireless  arms  of  our  mothers,  were  the  motive  power  then  relied  on  to 
throw  the  shuttle  and  fashion  the  yarn  into  fabrics.  ^Notwithstanding 
their  imi)erfect  machinery  and  straitened  means  this  hrm  was  quite  suc- 
cessful, and  abotit  1824  or  182o  they  purchased  a  water  power  and  erecred 
a  small  wooden  building,  thirty  l)y  forty  feet,  on  the  site  of  the  spacious 
mill  situate  at  the  Har!)or.''  in  Cheshire.  Here  they  put  in  power  looms 
and  inade  cloth.  Mr.  Brown  at  a  subsequent  period  bought  out  the  iii- 
terest  of  Mr.  Anthony,  and  soon  after  sold  the  property  to  Eiisha  Jenks 
and  Lincoln  Brown.  About  the  same  time  ^fr.  Brown  and  Duty  S.  Tyler, 
his  brother-in-law,  made  cotton  stripe  in  the  old  Turner  mill  at  North 
Adams,  Mi*.  Tyler  residing  there,  at  the  Pollock  place.  Mr.  Brown  then 
went  to  Williamstown  and  Iniilt  a  t)art  of  a  spacious  mill  situate  on  the 
main  street  of  the  tovvn  near  the  bridge  and  since  burned  d(nvn.  He 
did  not  long  ]"emain  there,  but  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  pro[)- 
erty  and  removed  to  this  village  in  1827.  The  next  year  he  foraied 
a  partnership  with  William  Jenks,  of  S  nitli  Adani^,  and  Duty  S. 
Tyler,  of  North  Adams.  Messrs.  Brown,  Jenks  &  Tylei'  leased  of  Caleb 
B.  Turner  for  the  term  of  three  years,  at  an  annual  ruit  of  s[,oOv),  the 
two  cotton  factories  known  as  the  old  "  Eagl^  "  and  the  "Gould  Mill." 
also  six  dwellings  and  a  Inlck  store.  The  **  Gould  ^fill  "  was  situated  in 
North  Adanrs  on  the  north  side  of  Union  strt*et,  and  was  built  by  Caleb 
B.  Turner  in  the  year  1826  and  tilled  with  macirunu-y  for  t!i'^  manufacture 
of  cotton  goods.  From  181'>  te>  isM.  it  v;as  ir><ed  by  C.  !>.  Turmu' and  Tur- 
ner k  Latiin,  who  iMiilt,  in  18:i^,  an  addition  to  the  .south  end  of  the  mill, 
and  S.  Burlingame  Co.  rent<-d  the  building  and  furnish»Ml  it  wiih  ina- 
chiiu.u"}- for  the  manufacture  of  satinets.  Al)out  the  y^-ir  b"^l'>  Willard 
and  Samucl  Goiild  leased  thc^  l)uildiug  and  put  in  cotrtm  niachiieu'y.  The 
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buildin^ii'  and  water  power  were  afterward  owned  by  James  E.  Mnrsliall, 
who  made  piint  goods.  The  new  com]:)any  put  in  some  new  machinery 
of  tlieir  own,  runniivg  iri  all  forty  looms.  They  muade  shirtings  and  print 
goods  and  transacted  quite  an  extensive  business.  ^Tannfactaring  uPAler 
the  operation  of  the  tarifT  of  1828  paid  well,  and  the  trio  were  prosperous 
as  they  desired  to  be.  encii  }Kirtner  being  well  adapted  to  the  departnienb 
assigned  to  him.  At  the  expiration  of  tlie  lease  in  1831  the  firm  dis- 
solved and  M]-.  Brown,  after  spending  sevei'al  months  travelling  tlirough. 
the  Sonth  and  AV.'St,  formed  a  connection  witli  Dnty  S.  Tyler,  under  the 
tii-m  of  Brown  c\:  TN'ler,  for  the  mannfacture  of  print  goods.  They  pur- 
chased of  George  Whitman,  for  the  small  sum  of  8800.  the  water  power 
and  about  nine  acres  of  land  adjoining,  now  the  site  of  tlie  mill  of  the 
Johnson  ^Mannfactnring  Company.  The  stone  for  the  main  building  was 
drawn  from  near  tlie  stimmit  of  the  mountain  north  of  the  premises.  It 
was  quite  liazardons  to  attempt  such  a  business  in  xidams  at  that  period, 
as  the  business  was  very  intricate  in  its  nature,  rcvquiring  large  capital 
and  an  exact  understanding  of  details*  Neither  of  the  partners  had 
very  much  knowledge  of  wliat  it  required,  either  in  the  way  of  buildings 
or  machinery,  and  the  manufacture  of  prints  Vv^as  slu'ouded  in  all  possible 
secrecy  by  those  engaged  in  it,  and  experienced  workmen  were  very 
scarce.  The  means  of  the  t^vo  partners  v/ere  also  ccm[)aratively  small.  Mr. 
Brown  had  about  88,00').  and  ^Ir.  Tyler  $1,000.  Tlie  new  establishment 
commenced  X->rii^ti^^g  goods  in  the  spring  of  183*2,  and  carried  on  an  ex- 
tensive and  prosperous  business  for  several  years.  Prol)ably  no  tvs  (j  per- 
sons were  better  qualified  to  manage  bu.siness  in  partnership  than  Messrs. 
Brown  il'  Tyler,  the  first  as  main  projector  and  tinancier,  and  the  latrer 
as  a  careful  superior  manager  of  the  innumei'able  details  pertaining  to 
the  manufacturing  department.  The  partnership  continued  prospei'ously 
for  about  eight  years,  during  which  time  the  estate  was  increased  by  ihe 
purchase  of  about  3(»0  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  prinr  works.  About 
1840  or  1811  Mr.  S.  B.  Brown  purchased  Mr.  Tyler  s  interest  in  the  print 
works.  He  soon  received  as  partners  Elisha. Harris,  of  Providence,  B.  I., 
and  Arthur  E.  Wilmarth,  for  a.  long  time  vice-president  of  the  rJr>me  In- 
surance Company  of  2s  ew  York.  The  new  hrm  was  Brown,  Harris  c^c  Co. 
An  immediate  heavy  ouJlay  was  incurred  for  new  machiiu'ry  and  lixtures. 
Mr.  Brown  went  to  Europe  and  engaged  a  laig'e  force  of  workmen,  paying 
their  expenses  here,  and  giving  them  high  wages  f(U'  tln^  times.  Eroni  t  his 
cause  in  p>art,  and  from  the  introduction  of  low  t)riced  delaines,  in  conipeti- 
ti(m  with  the  liigh  ]/riccd  prints  they  wore  making,  the  company  met  with 
indifferent  success,  and  in  1840  they  w(4"e  obliged  to  sristnuid  opei'ations. 
Among  the  various  reas(  ins  for  tln-ir  f:ului'(\may  be  assigned  as  a  proniiucut 
one,  the  severe  and  repeated  domestic  atilii-tions  Mr.  Brown  was  called  on 
to  suffer,  together  with  his  own  gradually  faih"ug  healtli  from  an  iniral- 
ing  disease,  whi(4i  to  some  (Extent  must  have  crittpled  hi>  energies,  un- 
stiMing  his  mind,  aud  dis*[ua IiTumI  him  fvjrcliepost  of  chi(d' manager.  Thac 
the  embarrassments  migiii  have  l^een  overc^'oaie  seems  probable,  nor  (Uily 
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from  the  fair  divideiul  wliicii  tlie  estate  finally  ])aid,  i)UL  from  the  full  con- 
lideiiee  and  llrni  credit  which  the  company  liad  extensively  gained.  The 
p]'ostration  of  Mr.  Brovrn's  liealtli  had  been  hastened  by  the  death  of  an 
amiable  and  only  daughter  in  th>^  full  bloom  of  married  youth,  wlio  v/as 
an  earthly  idol  of  his  heart;  and  about  the  same  time,  his  only  remain- 
ing child,  tlie  son  of  his  fond  hopes,  was  brought  home  a  corpse  from  a 
foreign  land,  where  he  had  in  vain  sought  relief  from  consumption.  This 
gave  a  fatal  l>low  to  the  parent  stock.  Within  four  years  he  Jiad  buried 
all  his  children  and  grandchildren.  He  never  arose  from  Ids  sick  bed, 
but  expired  April  16th,  1S47,  leaving  a  wido\\'  to  mourn  his  loss. 

i\rr.  Brown  was  elected  representative  of  the  town  in  1S34,  the  hrst 
whig  member  chosen  in  an  old  democratic  stronghold.  He  was  after- 
ward chosen  for  two  terms  as  a  senator  from  Berkshire  county.  He  was 
not  a  professed  politician,  but  witlj  sound  judgment,  business  tact,  and 
a  knovvdedge  of  tlie  }3ublic  wants,  he  discharged  every  duty  honorably  to 
himself  and  beneficially  to  his  constituents.  During  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  such  was  the  extent  and  character  of  his  business  operations,  that 
no  man  in  town  exerted  so  direct  an  influence  as  he  over  its  prosperity  or 
the  resources  of  its  industrial  ipopulation.  Mr.  Brown  was  public  spir- 
ited, and  ever  ready  to  contribute  to  worthy  objects  by  his  voice  and 
means.  Brown,  Harris  Co.  subscribed  §5,000  in  aid  of  the  Pittsfield  & 
North  Adams  Kailroad.  Mr.  Brown  said  it  was  better  for  this  village  to 
contribute  the  whole  amount  required  as  a  bonus  (s31,000)  than  not  to 
have  the  road  built.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  which  consummated 
the  introduction  of  the  first  railroad  into  Adams.  The  effect  of  Mr. 
Brown's  labors  was  to  create  workshops,  to  develop  hitent  resources,  to 
render  waste  places  productive,  and  to  give  scope  and  reward  to  a  diver- 
sified industry. 

Mr.  Brown  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist  society  in  Xorth  Adams, 
contributing  liberally  to  the  support  of  the  same,  and  also  to  all  the  de- 
serving objects  of  benevolence.  As  a  man  he  was  noted  for  an  ardent 
and  ambitious  temperament,  correct  habits,  a  high  sense  of  honor— his 
word  being  proverbially  as  good  as  his  bond.  Although  he  did  not  })e)'- 
haps  reap  that  pecuniary  success  which  his  efforts  merited  he  contribu 
ted  more  than  any  one  of  his  time  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
town  and  the  comfort  of  a  great  share  of  its  population. 

The  manufacturing  establishment  known  here  as  Braytonvilh^  is  loca- 
ted one  mile  west  of  Xorth  Adams,  on  the  road  to  AVilliainstown.  The 
water  power  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  valuable  in  town,  comprising 
both  branches  of  the  Hor)sac  River.  In  IS'M  William  E.  and  Tliomas  A. 
Brayton  formed  a  p>artnership  under  tin.-  name  and  lirm  of  T.  A.  Brayton 
&  Co.,  and  purchased  of  Luke  Broun  the  water  ])ower  a,nd  some  two  ami 
a  half  acres 'of  land  for  the  sum  of  fCdO  Tin'  building  t»f  a  dam,  and  the 
excavation  of  a  canal,  f(n'  applying  water  upon  the  wheels,  was  (^vpensive. 
Afterwai'd  a  cN'lind^^!'  riaiid:  wa>  sej )sfirut'Ml  fur  :i  ^.;]rt  <'f  the  uay.  obviat- 
ing all  previous  d!fli<'ulties.    In  IS-'/?  this  tirm  (U'ected  a  stone  mill.  40  b\- 
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74  feet,  three  stories  liigli,  with  iin  attic.  The  stone  iov  buihling  v/as 
cirawii  from  nnar  tlie  summit  of  the  mountain  north  of  the  premises.  Tlie 
first  set  of  machinery  was  built  by  Captain  Giles  Tinker,  and  consisied 
of  twenty  looms  and  fixtures.  Print  clotlis  were  manufactured  52  by  52 
^.^idies-wid-e.  Most  other  mills  made  44  by  48  at  that  time.  More  land  has 
been  added  to  the  premises  since  the  first  puj'chase.  In  1853  VV.  E.  Bray- 
ton  sold  his  interest  to  T.  A.  13rayton.  In  1851  an  addition  of  wood,  46 
feet  long,  was  built  <U  the  vv^est  end  of  the  mill,  and  in  1859,  a  further 
addition  of  24  feet.  Tlu^  building  is  now  144  by  40  feet,  containing  70 
looms  and  ample  prejoaration.  Ir  is  contemplated  to  increase  the  numl)er 
of  looms  to  90,  the  water  power  l)eing  aniply  sufhcieut  for  200  looms 
and  preparation.  The  goods  manufactured  are  sheetings  and  drillings, 
of  wdiich  about  17.000  yards  are  turned  out  weekly,  consuming  seven 
bales  of  cotton.  Number  of  hands  employed,  o5  ;  total  population  of 
Braytonville,  about  175.  Connected  with  the  establishiiient  is  a  store. 
Thomas  B.  Brayton,  son  of  the  proprietor,  devotes  his  time  and  pei'sonal 
attention  to  the  aifairs  of  tins  nourishing  concern. 

The  Stone  mill  on  Kiver  street  was  erected  in  1881  by  Edward  Rich- 
mond and  General  Jabez  Hall.  The  water  jjower  and  three  acres  of  land 
cost  8300.  The  factory  building  and  three  dv/elling  houses  cost  about 
$7,000.  At  first  twenty  looms  were  put  in,  with  a  complement  of  ma- 
chinery ;  twenty  more  looms  and  ecpiipments  were  afterward  added. 
Printing  cloths  were  manufactured.  Loririg  Darby,  an  ingenious  me- 
chanic, was  for  a  short  time  engaged  as  a  partner  in  the  mechanical  op- 
eration of  the  mill.  Richmond  &  Hall  disposed  of  the  property  in  1842 
to  Joseph  Marsliall.  It  was  afterward  passed  into  the  hands  of  James  E. 
Marshall,  and  vras  purchased  of  him  by  Wells,  White  &  Co.  Mr.  Wells 
sold  his  interest  to  Major  Lorenzo  Rice.  The  property  is  now  owned,  by 
the  Freenuiu  ■vlanufa(^turing  Company  and  htted  up  with  new  macliiner\'. 

That  district  in  Xorth  Adams  known  as  the  "  Union''  was  originally 
known  as  the  ''Gory  lot."'  Thi^  name  was  probably  given  to  it  from  rhe 
fact  that  a  colored  man  named  Gory  lived  there  alone.  He  was  employed 
at  the  flax  machine  then  standing  upon  the  sire  of  the  Slater  mill.  iMiis 
flax  machine  was  built  in  the  year  1800  by  Bethuel  Finney,  owner  of  the 
land  and  privilege.  George  Whitman,  about  1811,  purchased^  of  ^fr. 
Finney  the  whole  joremises,  and  operated  the  machine  for  some  years, 
when  the  dam  and  mill  were  carried  away  by  a  heavy  freshet.  Mr. 
Whitman  disposed  of  the  whole  pi'operty  about  1816  to  Giles  Tinker  foi* 
the  small  sum  of  8600.  This  property  then  comprised  the  whole  tract  of 
land  and  tliree  water  j^rivileges  from  the  Shiter  inill  to  the  Union  null,  now 
used  as  a  school  house.  Mr.  Tinker,  in  1826,  sole  to  Artemas  Critrenderi 
and  Salmon  Bni'lingame  the  water  power  of  the  ''Enion"  mill  and  one 
and  one  half  acres  of  land  for  sl50.  In  18^0  Dr.  Isaac  Hodges  purchased 
of  Giles  Tinker  all  the  remaining  land  and  water  power  desciilKnl  above 
for  §700.  Hodges  sold  to  O.  Arnold  A  Co.,  in  18:U.  the  watt-]'  'power  and 
three  acres  of  land  for  §300.    They  erected  the  stone  mill  known  as  the 
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Eclipse/-  now  owned  hy  tlie  Arnold  Print  Works,  in  the  same  year. 
They  afterward  l)ong]it  tlie  Slater  mill  and  bnilt  extensive  additions  to 
the  ''Eclipse''  mill.  Dr.  Hodges  also  sold  to  Wilhu'd  Gould  and  Gad 
Srnitli  thi'ee  acres  of  land  and  water  power  for  a  saw  mill.  ^ 

Crittenden  cl'  Biirlingame  erected,  on  the  property  purchased  by  theai 
of  Giles  Tinker,  a  wooden  building,  thli'ty  by  fifty  feet,  and  two  dwelling 
honses.  They  mannfactiired  satiiiet  and  all  wool  cloth  with  only  two 
loonjs  ;  and  also  carried  on  wool  carding  and  cloth  dressing  for  customers. 
In  1S2S  Mr.  Burlingaine  sold  liis  intei'est  to  Edwards  Burke,  of  Conway. 
In  ISeO  Mr.Crittenden,  having  become  largely  indebted  to  W.  E.  Brayton 
for  means  tu  build,  sold  out  to  him,  and  he  soon  afterward  disjiosed  of 
his  lv>-(>  thirds  of  the  j^ropert}^  to  Samuel  Ingalls  and  Rodman  IE  Wells. 
There  were  then  six  satinet  looms.  Mr.  Wells  vras  then  not  quite  of  age 
and  had  learned  his  trade  at  the  Boys'  Factory."  The  entire  capital  of 
Wells  (t  Ingalls  amounted  to  less  than  $100.  In  1829  this  firm  purchased 
more  land  and  built  an  addition  to  tlie  south  end  of  their  fact(uy,  rent- 
ing a  pai't  to  Arnold  »S:  Co.,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods.  In  1881 
Ingalls  AVells  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  became 
sole  proprietors.  In  1836  a  fuirther  addition  was  made,  and  the  machinery 
was  incieased  to  eighteen  looms.  In  1845  Mr.  Wells  retired  from  the 
firm,  and  Duty  S.  Tyler  became  his  successor.  The  factor}'  buikling  and 
most  of  the  machinery,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  stock  v/as  de- 
stroyed by  tire  May  otli,  1852.  The  loss  was  heavy  above  insurance,  but 
in  the  same  year  the  mill  was  rebuiir  125  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide,  and 
four  stories  high.  In  1854  Sanford  Blackinton  pui'chased  an  interest  in 
the  establishment,  and  the  style  of  the  firm  was  Ingalls,  Tyler  &  Co., 
until  ISGO,  when  John  B.  Tyler,  the  son  of  Duty  S.  Tyler,  purchased  his 
interest,  and  Henry  Clay  Bliss  purchased  Sanford  Blackinton  s  interest, 
and  this  firm  continued  under  the  name  of  Ingalls  &  Tyler  until  1869. 
when  they  suspended.  The  mill  remained  idle  until  1882  Avhen  the  whole 
j)roperty  was  purchased  by  the  Arnold  Print  Works  and  the  mill  was 
sold  by  them  to  the  town  of  Nortli  Adams,  and  remodeled  and  fitted 
up  for  a  school  house.  The  Slater  mill  has  long  since  disappeared.  The 
"Eclipse,"  after  the  failure  of  Elarvey  Arnold,  in  1876,  passed  into  the 
hands  of  E.  H.  x\rnold,  who  sold  it  to  the  Arnold  Print  Works  ;  thiscor- 
X)oration  built  a  large  addition  and  refitted  and  improved  it.  The  lo- 
cality known  as  the  Beaver"  doubtless  gained  its  name  from  traditions 
handed  down  by  descendants  of  the  early  settlers,  more  especially  those 
of  Clarksburg.  It  is  said  there  was  a  beaver  dam  of  great  strength  and 
durability  erected  by  those  little  industrious  animals  on  the  Hudson 
Brook,  at  the  narrow  gorge  just  below  the  Xatural  bridge,  and  that  the 
constant  toil  of  those  ci'eatures,  together  with  the  lioodwood,  etc.,  which 
constantly  accumulated  there,  raised  the  dam  to  a  great  height,  and 
caused  the  water  to  flow  back  so  as  to  obliterate  the  falls.  This  was  of 
course  impossible,  yet  there  are  jdain  evidences  tluit  the  uacer  must  at 
some  period  have  washed  the  whole  surface  and  worn  otU  the  fissures, 
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chasms,  and  basins.  Captain  Sliippee,  wlio  resided  just  above  the  falls, 
some  sixty  years  ago,  lias  l)ee]i  lieard  to  say  that  he  I'rerpiently  saw  the 
remains  of  the  beaver  dam  ;  and  the  Clark  families,  who  also  descended 
from  ihe  earliest  settlers,  confirm  this  statement.  Tlie  now  rhriving  set- 
tlement known  as  the  '"Beaver,"  which  is  so  snugly  ensconced  between 
the  hills,  was  in  its  original  state  a  wild  and  sequestered  locality. 
In  fact  it  was  scarcely  approacliable  on  foot  by.  the  lisherman  and  hun- 
ter, owing  to  tlie  steep  and  almost  perpendicular  rocky  bluff  just  above 
the  Slater  mill.  People  novr  can  hardly  realize  the  difiicaities  of  build- 
ing a  road,  and  much  more  of  improving  a  water  power  in  a  place  so 
rough  and  forbidding.  Yet  live  Yankee  enterprise  will  accomplish  al- 
most anything  it  undertakes,  and  pi<jneers  always  start  up  when  a  neces- 
sity arises  fo]'  them.  This  Iloosac  valley  now  teems  with  a  comfortable 
and  intelligent  population,  and  capital  and  labor  have  joined  their  efforts 
and  erected  a  splendid  mill,  handsome  dwellings,  boarding  house-^,  a 
store  and  school  Infuse.  In  1S82  Major  Lorenzo  Eice,  a  cai'penter  by 
.trade,  formerly  of  Savoy,  and  George  AY.  Bly,  a  practical  machinist, 
formerly  of  Sx>ringheld,  formed  a  copartnership  undei'  the  hrm  name  of 
Eice  ^  Bly,  and  leased  tiie  basement  story  of  the  Slater  mill  in  order  to 
manufacture  cotton  machinery  for  their  own  use.  In  the  same  year  they 
purchased  of  Silas  Shippee  the  "Town  lot,"  containing  twenty-six  acres 
of  land  and  all  the  Avater  power  (the  present  Beaver  mill  site)  for  So()0. 
In  1S33  they  erected  a  stone  mill,  forty  by  eighty  feet,  three  stories  higli  ; 
also  several  dwellings.  The  lii'st  set  of  machinery  was  put  in,  some 
twenty  looms  and  preparation  for  making  print  goods.  The  same  year, 
after  much  effort,  the  town  of  Adams  was  induced  to  lay  out  the  road 
from  the  Union  to  Clarksburg  line,  Messrs.  Eice  <fe  Bly  rendering  im- 
portant aid  in  building  the  highway  and  bridges.  A  committee  of  survey 
had  x^reviously  declared  it  impracticable  to  construct  this  road.  In  1855 
Edmund  Burke,  an  exrensive  manufacturer  of  Conway,  became  a  silent 
partner  in  the  concern.  The  sweeping  financial  panic  of  1S3T  was  weath- 
ered in  safety  by  this  firm  ot  only  five  years'  growth,  which  had  begun 
to  build  its  mill  with  scarcely  means  enough  to  lay  the  foundation.  Tfiey 
kex)t  running  and  met  all  their  obligations  when  many  older,  larger,  and 
ai.)parently  stronger  establishments  succumbed.  The  secret  lay  in  the 
unceasing  industry  and  economy,  the  shrewd  management  and  moral  in- 
tegrity of  these  men.  In  1845  Thomas  P.  Goodrich  became  an  active 
partner  in  this  concei'ii  and  business  was  done  as  the  firm  of  Eice,  Biy 
Co.  During  the  preceding  year  tlie  firm  had  nranufactnred  on  their  (nvn 
j)remises  more  or  less  machinery,  and  with  what  the\'  had  purchased  they 
had  at  the  time  mentioned  sixty  looms  in  operation.  In  1815  an  //  part 
of  fifty  feet  was  added  to  the  mill,  and  thirty  lo>»ins  and  preparatioCi  put 
in,  making  a  total  of  ninety  looms.  A  commodious  store  had  also  been 
built. 

In  Novembei'.  1849,  Mr.  Bly  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  ^fajor 
Eice  and  retired.    The  firm  was  continued  as  L.  l^.ioe  S:  Co.    lu  Decern- 
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ber,  18.50.  the  mill  was  vv']i<:>]ly  consiuj^ed  by  fire,  causing  a  severe  loss 
above  the  insurance.  In  the  spring  of  1851  T^lajor  Ivice  purcliased  the  in- 
terest of  Burke  k  Goodrich,  and  exchanged  the  ^vhole  remaining  properly 
witli  II.  II.  Wells  for  Ids  iiderest  in  the  i\rm  of  Wells,  White  &  Co.  At 
a  hiter  period  Major  Kice  sold  out  and  removed  to  Winsted,  Connecticut. 

In  18.51  Messrs.  Eodriian  II.  Wells,  Shubnel  W.  Bray  ton,  and  Henry 
X.  ^Vells  furnied.  a  copa.rtne]\ship  uiider  the  firm  name  of  Wells.  Brayton 
S:  Co.,  and  the  t^vo  latier  became  join!:  owners  with  tlie  former,  of  the 
prop)erty  wliicli  he  had  purchased  of  Major  Rice,  the  water-power,  du-el- 
lings,  store,  etc.  The  new  company  erected  on  the  side  of  the  burnt  edi- 
fice a  well  constructed  stone  mill,  ]02  by  40  feet,  four  stories  high,  for 
the  manufacture  of  satinets  and  cassimeres.  They  tilled  the  same  with 
new  and  improved  machinery,  comprising  forty  looms.  They  worked  up 
about  200,000  pounds  of  wool  annually,  manufacturing  from  300,000  to 
330,000  yards  of  Union  cassimeres,  worth  probably  §180,000.  Tliey  gave 
eraxdoyiuput  to  eighry  hands,  and  sustained  a  population  of  about  250 
persons.  The  senior  partner  of  the  firm,  Mr.  11.  H,  Wells,  was  a  practical 
manufacturer,  having  commenced  as  a  ''bobbin"  boy  at  Blackinton,  and 
having  been  for  several  years  of  Ingalls  <fc  Wells  and  Wells,  Wiiite  & 
Co.  Mr.  Brayton  v\-as  an  active,  practical  business  man,  giving  personal 
supervision  to  the  aflairs  of  the  concern.  II.  X.  V\''e]ls  and  R.  H.  Wells 
sold  out  tlieir  interest  to  Sylvander  Johnson  in  1802.  In  1870  the  mill 
was  burned  down  and  was  immediately  rebuilt  with  a  large  brick  mill 
adjoining  it  on  the  north.  The  wdiole  property  was  afterward  sold  to, 
and  it  is  now  ow^ned  by,  Albert  C.  Houghton  and  Willian]  Arth  ur  Gallup. 

James  E.  Marshall  was  another  manufacturer  who  did  much  to  im- 
prove and  develop  North  Adams.  He  was  born  in  England  and  came  to 
this  country  when  a  young  man.  He  spent  a  short  time  with  his  uncle, 
Joseph  Marshall,  a  wealthy  manufacturer  of  Hudson,  X.  Y.  In  1829  tlie 
latter  gentleman  purchased  of  Tliomas  Higginl)otham  &  Co.  the  ''old 
brick"  factory  in  the  village.  In  1831  he  purcliased  the  IMuenix  mill, 
furnace,  etc.,  of  the  admdnistrators  of  Giles  Tinkers  estate.  In  1835 
James  E.  Marshall  came  to  this  village  to  operate  the  above  establish- 
ments, in  which  he  had  a  nominal  interest,  his  uncle  continuing  to  reside 
in  Hudson.  Both  mills  were  greatly  improved,  and  supplied  in  part  with 
new  machinery.  The  Rhcenix  mill  had  ninety-two  looms,  which  were  run 
until  November,  1840,  wlien  the  mill,  with  all  its  contents,  was  unfortu- 
nately destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  was  a  severe  one,  but  the  business 
energy  and  go-ahead  spirit  of  the  Messrs.  Marshall  were  not  to  be  dam- 
pened. The  mill  was  soon  rebuilt,  of  large  dimensions,  and  in  a  more 
substantial  manner,  and  in  the  winter  of  1881-2  it  was  again  set  in  oper- 
ation with  one  hundred  looms. 

In  1842  the  j\[essrs.  Marshal!  purchased  of  E.  Richmond  and  General 
Jabez  Hall  the  ''Stone''  mill  now  standing  on  River  sri'eet  ;  they  also 
purcha.^cd  about  the  sauie^  Lime  tht'  ^'Kagle"  and  "Goahl"  mills,  and 
operated  them  jointly  with  the  ''Old  Brick"  and     rkOoMiix: "  mills, 
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mvdung  in  rill  two  liiinclred  and  ten  looms  and  prej^aration.  Until  JS47 
they  niannfactured  print  cloths  for  tlie  Hudson  Prijit  Works.  But,  be- 
lieving tiiat  if  was  true  hiisluess  policy  to  purcha-rC  the  cotton  and  de- 
liver tlie  mauura.ctur(>d  goods  in  the  I'oi'ui  of  pri!its,  saving  remissions, 
extra  freigiit,  and  losses  attendant  on  tiie  nianufacture  of  cloth  sepai-ate 
from  the  printing,  thisilrni.  in  1843,  purcliased  tlie  then  dilapidated  ]}rinn 
works  ^)\vned  and  op<:>rated,  until  ISoT,  by  Turner  &  Lailin.  Tliese  print 
works  were  erected  in  1S'2S  by  Caleb  B.  Turner,  who  purchased  thefur]i;ice 
tlien  belonging  to  Otis  Hodge,  jr.,  and  land  now  occupied  by  tlie  Freeman 
Manufacturing  Company.  They  werti  the  lirst  print  woi'ks  in  tliecoun.ty. 
In  1831  M]'.  Turner  took  in  AValter  Lafiin  as  a  joint  partner  in  the  real 
and  personal  estate.  Just  l)efo]-e  thie  partnership  was  formed,  a  portion 
of  his  print  works  and  a  lot  of  print  goods  valued  at  s8,0(-'0  uere  de- 
stroyed. Turner  k  Lailin  erected  the  nuiin  brick  building  of  tlie  ]>rint 
vrorlvs  now  operated  by  the  Freeman  Manufacturing  Company.  Tliey 
carried  on  a  vei'y  extensive  business  in  uumufacturing  and  printing  cot- 
tons until  1837.  wdien,  in  the  general  suspension  and  linancial  crashi,  they 
failed.  After  Mr.  Turner's  failure  he  became  a  merchant.  He  did  a 
great  deal  to  develop,  by  practical  effoi't,  the  manufacture  of  cotton  go  jds, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  calico  printing. 

The  print  works  remained  vacant  until  Messrs.  Marshall  took  posses- 
sion of  thern.  They  repaired,  rebuilt  in  p^ai't,  and  leased  them  for  a  term 
of  years  to  two  enterprising  and  sagacious  men,  Harvey  Arnold  and  Je- 
rome B.  Jackson.  In  1847,  before  the  lease  had  expired,  the  Hud-on 
Print  Works  were  destroyed  by  fire.  This  led  to  an  arrangement  by  wliicii 
the  Messrs.  ^larshalbs  and  O.  Arnold  &  Co. 's  goods  were  printed  by  Ar- 
nold &  Jacksoii,  on  joint  account. 

Mr.  James  E.  Marshall  continued  in  business  with  Arnold  &  Jackson 
about  eighteen  months  until  Decendjer  31st,  1848.  He  had  some  time 
previotisly  l)ecome  sole  ovuier  of  all  the  above  mentioned  property.  Jan- 
uary 1st,  1849,  lie  sold  the  entire  manufacturing  estates,  real  and  per- 
sonal, to  E.  H.  Wells,  Joseph  L.  AVhite,  Amasa  W.  Kichardson,  and 
Jerome  B.  Jackson.  Mr.  ]\Iarsliall  immediately  purciiased  an  interest  in 
the  Blast  Furnace  in  this  village  wdiicli  he  retained  until  1858. 

The  iron  business  had  been  very  lucrative  in  North  Adams  for  sev- 
eral years  prior  to  this  time. 

In  1845  the  whole  region  of  counti'y  around  Adams  was  prospected 
in  search  of  iron  ores.  In  the  spring  of  184G  Nelson  II.  Stevens,  of  Kich- 
niond,  obtained  leases  of  se\  eral  ore  beds  in  Adams  and  vicinity,  and 
purchased,  at  a  cost  of  6(^>JX)(\  a  building,  situate  on  wduit  is  now  caUed 
"  Furnace  Iliir'  west  of  the  Hoosac  Iviver  and  formerly  used  by  Hovige 
&  Dean.  He  also  leased  at  an  annual  rent  of  8">^bO  a  tendioi'se  wat^n-  pow- 
er of  James  E.  ]\larshalb  who  then  owned  tlie  IMueuix  nnlb  During  the 
summer  and  wiutei' of  1810,  Mr,  Stevens,  in  cimiuH-tiou  wiih  Stunica  Fat- 
tee,  elected^  a  blast  furnacc'  o»i  tla^  prennses,  at  a  cost  tM' about  80. f"i" 
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the  maniifactiire  of  the  l)est  qiialiry  of  chai'coal  pig  ii'on.  The  business 
was  begun  in  Decent ber  of  that  3'fcar. 

During  the  session  of  the  General  Court  in  the  winter  of  18-17,  a 
cliai'U^r  was  obtained  and  the  stockhohlers  were  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  the  Norrli  Adams  Iron  Company/'  Mi*.  Stevens  liaving  pre- 
viously sold  a  quarter  of  his  interest  to  Eodman  li.  Wells,  a  ipiarter  to 
J.  jN'.  Chapin,  and  an  eiglith  to  Charles  K.  Bingham.  The  valuation  of 
the  whole  propeilv'  v.  as  832,000  for  the  furnace  and  fixtures,  stock  of  coal 
and  ore  on  hand^  ore  bed  leases,  and  the     Paul  "  wood  lot. 

Previous  to  tlie  formation  of  this  company  Lymari  C.  Tliayer,  Wil- 
liam Ilodskins,  and  J.  Q  Robinson  had  purchased  the  Kingsley  ore  bed 
and  ten  acres  of  land,  siruate  on  ihe  east  road,  about  one  mile  south  of 
Nortli  Adams,  for  sjOO.  They  gave  a  lease  to  this  cojupany,  ar  25  cents 
per  ton  for  the  fn'ivilege  of  taking  out  the  ore,  on  condition  that  the  fur- 
nace should  be  built  north  of  tlie  ore  bed.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
smelting  the  ores  the  enterprise  did  not  succeed  well  for  the  hrst  year  ; 
but  afterward,  on  procuring  different  ores,  several  successful  blasts  were 
iDade,  averaging  some  five  tons  of  pig  iron,  per  day,  and  from  1,600  to 
1,800  tons  per  blast.  This  iron  was  sold  a^  high  as  835  to  81:0  per  ton. 
On  the  first  of  January,  1849,  as  lias  been  stated,  the  original  proprietors 
disposed  of  their  interest  and  the  furnace  passed  into  other  hands, 
James  E.  Marshall  being  for  several  years  interested  in  it  and  the  chief 
manager.  But  the  principal  ore  beds  failing  and  the  price  of  iron  de- 
clining as  low  as  820  per  ton,  under  European  competition,  the  company 
suspended.  The  panic  of  1857  dealt  it  a  mortal  blow,  and  it  went  into 
insolvency  in  February,  1858.  In  July  of  that  year  the  furnace  and  all 
its  fixtures  passed  by  assignee's  sale  into  the  hands  of  John  A.  Beckley, 
of  Canaan,  Conn.,  a  practical  iron  maker.  Under  his  supervisioa  the 
business  was  carried  on  for  a  few^  years  longer  wdth  little  success,  and  the 
building  was  finally  abandoned  and  afterward  des:royed  by  hre. 

During  the  long  perijd  of  twenty-three  years  that  Mr.  Marshall  was 
engaged  in  manufacturing  in  this  village  his  extensive  enterprises  alford- 
ed  employment  for  a  large  nund)er  of  hands,  leading  to  heavy  disburse- 
ments of  money,  and  giving  an  impulse  to  every  department  of  trade, 
besides  affording  steady  markets  for  the  farming  community,  and  pro- 
moting the  general  prosperity.  Mr.  Marshalbs  sagacity  and  puldic 
spirit  led  him  early  to  enlist  in  the  project  of  building  the  Pittslield  *t 
North  Adams  Ptailroad.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  confer  witli  the 
Western  Railroad  directors  concerning  the  scheme.  The  amount  of 
freighting  required  in  his  various  enterprises  was  very  large  and  made 
him  fully  conversant  with  freighting  business  generally.  His  teams  at 
first  ran  to  Troy,  and  subsequently  to  Pittslield,  to  coiuun^t  with  the 
Boston  &  Albany,  th.en  called  tlie  Western  Railroad.  He,  in  connection 
with  other  gentlemen,  made  careful  estimates  of  the  passenger  and  freight- 
ing business  to  and  from  the  town  of  Adams  wliich  led  to  thr  building  of 
the  road.    He  was  not  only  active  and  elhcient  in  pf^rsiuial  r^;fi>rts.  but 
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he  subsrribed  the  largest  anioinit  of  any  })erson  or  firm  to  that  fund 
Avhich  proved  tlie  sole  siip])ort  of  the  undertaking.  Mr.  Afarshall  was  a 
geiitleniaii  of  good  ediicritioi],  fair  literary  taste,  ]a]'i;e  convei'sational 
powers,  conrteons  and  dignified  manners,  witli  plain  and  laiostenrations 
dress.  These  qualities,  with  Ids  philanthropic  views  and  liberal  senti- 
ments, constituted  him  a.  valuable  citizen. 

After  th.e  retij'emcnt  of  Z\[r.  Marshall  from  the  management  of  the  old 
"  Union  Print  Works  the  new  iirm  tliat  operated  it  was  known  as  Whiie) 
Eice.  Eichardson  &:  Co.,  in  which  ]\[r.  Jerome  B.  Jackson  became  the 
laj'gest  individrial  o"\\  nor.  A  division  of  the  property  of  tlie  tini'  vras 
afte]-ward  made  by  whicli  the  company  with  Mr.  dackson  remained  asso- 
ciated, took,  the  Print  AVorks,  the  ''Gould,"  the  ''Stone''  iniil,  ro  wliich 
they  added  by  purchase  the  "Estes"  mill,  tlius  consolidating  the  estate 
now  owned  l>y  the  Freeman  Manufacturing  Company.  Mr.  Jackson  sold 
out  to  Samuel  Gaylord  in  ISCO.  In  18G2  they  built  the  new  ''Eagle" 
mill  on  Eiver  street,  audc  in  1SG4  the  Pnion  Print  Works  were  rebuilt. 
Many  changes  in  the  partiiershii)  took  pVdce. 

In  lS(i3  Mr.  W.  W.  Freeman  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Eagle  mill 
and  print  works,  A..  W.  Eicluirdson  and  William  S.  Blackinton  being 
the  other  partners,  L.  L.  Brown  joining  soon  afterward,  when  the  firm 
name  was  Eichardson,  Fi'e»^nian  &  Co.  He  was  associated  with  these  men 
one  year,  until  1S67,  when  Mr.  Eichardson  sold  out,  and  the  name  was 
changed  to  AY.  W.  Freeman  &  Co.  The  property  about  this  time  in- 
cluded the  Stone  mill,  the  Estes  mill,  and  the  Eagle  mill  on  Eagle  street, 
and  a  small  print  works  where  the  present  large  buildings  are  located. 
The  j^rint  works  were  running  with  tv;o  printing  machines,  and  all  the 
machinery  was  placed  in  the  Eagle  mill  after  Mr.  Freeman's  x)urchase,  it 
having  been  previously  ordered  by  Mr.  Eichardson.  The  improvements 
in  the  mill  and  print  works  property  from  that  time  onward  were  made 
constantly  every  year,  there  being  no  p)articular  date  of  any  great  changes. 
The  print  works  were  gradually  enlarged  until  they  reached  a  capacity 
of  seven  machines,  and  used  in  print  cloths  the  manufacture  of  many 
mills.  In  1874  the  name  v/as  again  changed  and  the  firm  incorporated  as 
the  Freeman  ^lanufacturing  Compari}^,  wdiich  is  its  present  style. 

On  the  oth  day  of  February,  1881,  Mr.  Freeman  sold  out  his  intei'est 
in  the  print  works  and  other  property  of  the  Freeman  ^lann.fact ui-ing 
Company,  to  L.  L.  Brown,  liis  partner,  and  on  the  Tuesday  following 
a  corporation  was  formed,  and  the  foHowing  officers  weje  elected:  L.  L. 
Browui,  president :  W.  L.  Brown,  treasurer;  and  John  Bracewell,  agent. 
Mr.  Bracewell  resigned  Ids  position  as  superintendent  of  the  Cocheco 
Print  Works,  at  Dover,  N.  IT.,  to  acce])t  this  position.  Tlie  Frt^eniiin 
jjrints  rank  among  the  foremost  in  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States. 
The  average  weekly  production  of  cloth  in  the  year  1884,  was  i?,000 
pieces. 

The  retirement  of  W.  W.  Freeman  wa.s  occasioned  by  no  disagree- 
ment, but  was  brought  about  by  his  ill  health  whiidi  led  hitn  to  seek  rest 
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and  iVeodom  from  biisiiipss  cares.  The  employes  of  the  Print  Works  pre- 
seiited  him,  on  Ills  rer.iiru  from  the  Soiith.,  on  May  Dtli,  ISSl,  with  an  ice 
pi  teller  and  tray  with  goblets/ as  a  testimonial  of  their  reo-ard.  Mr.  Free-, 
man  was  born  in  Salen?,  Y..  in  the  montli  of  June,  ISIO,  and  died  on 
Sunday,  tlie  9th  day  of  October,  ISSl,  in  North  Adams.  Mr.  Freeman's 
business  life  was  begun  in  Salen),  N'.  Y.  In  1S19  he  moved  v^itli  hi^  fam- 
ily to  Soutli  Adams,  and  established  Inanself  in  a  laige  countr}'  store. 
He  v.as  one  of  the  prinoinai  founders  of  the  old  Beiavshire  Bank,  now  the 
Adams  Natioiia]  Bank,  rond  vras  for  two  years  cashier  of  tluit  institution. 
He  enjoyed  tlm  univHr^al  respect  of  the  community,  because  of  his  iion- 
orable  dealing  and  business  capacity,  and  won  the  attachment  of  t.]uy<e  in 
Lis  employ  hy  Ids  kiiidness.  consichn-ation,  and  courtesy. 

About  tlie  }'ear  1S34  Sylvander  Johnson  with  his  brother,  Calvin 
Johnson,  opened  a  grocery  store  in  the  building  called  the  "Arcade," 
-where  the  Wilson  House  now  stands,  and  continued  ir,  for  a  short  time. 
Afterward  he  ^^'ent  to  Chicopee  and  conducted  a  country  store  tliere  with 
I).  D.  Wheeler,  said  to  be  the  store  and  on  the  same  site  that  W,  W. 
Freeman  owned  at  03ie  time.  Later  he  returned  to  North  i-Vdams  and 
purchased  wdth  N.G. Hathaway,  in  1S47,  the  Brown  &  Harris  Print  Works, 
located  on  the  site  of  tlie  mill  of  the  Johnson  Manufactnring  Company  : 
lie  converted  it  into  a  warp  mill  and  manufactured  warps  there  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Hathaway  afterward  retired  and  Mr.  Jolmson  condncted  the 
business  alone.  The  mil]  was  of  stone,  about  ninety  feet  b}^  forty,  with 
two  stories  and  a  basement.  On  the  morning  of  April  3d,  1872,  the  mill 
with  most  of  its  contents  was  destroyed  by  tire,  entailing  a  loss  of  8T5,- 
000,  which,  however,  was  mostly  covered  by  insui'ance.  The  burning  of 
the  mill  stox:>i:)ed  all  manufactures  for  the  time,  Imt  in  two  montiis  ar- 
rangements were  made  ]>y  a  stock  company,  vvdth  Mr.  Johnson  at  its  head, 
to  build  the  ipresont  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  ginghams. 

In  August,  1873,  the  Johnson  Manufacturing  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated, consisting  of  S.  Johnson,  W.  S.  Johnson,  and  A.  M.  Tinker.  In 
May,  1880,  a  lai'ge  brick  addition  on  the  north  end  of  the  mill  w!is  coni- 
raenced  and.  completed  in  September  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Jolmson  wns 
for  many  years  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  business  and  social  life  of 
North  Adams.  He  represented  the  town  for  nine  years  between  1840  and 
1871  inclusive,  and  was  elected  councillor  in  1868.  He  was  a  director  of 
the  Troy  k  Boston  Eaiiroad  Company  and  his  political  inlbumce  was 
used  at  c»ne  time  to  further  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  scheme,  and  its  hnal  com- 
pletion was  aided  by  his  efforts.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Hoosac  Yalle}-  Agricultural  Society  and  adirectoi;of  the  Adams  National 
Bank  from  its  incorpoi-ation.  Indeed  ^Ir.  Johnson  was  ]U'omimnit  in 
every  pul)lic  enterprise  and  was  always  ready  to  help  wiih  voice  and 
pUise  tlu^  advancement  and  welfare  of  his  fellow  men.  IL^  rejoic^^d 
in  the  gi-owth  of  North  Ailams  and  did  mm^h  to  iviak«^  it  gi*ow.  H«^ 
WTis  kind,  gniiprous.  and  pa.triDtic,  and  his  dt\ith  occa>io!U'vl  gi^nrual  ^:id- 
ness  and  sorrou-. 
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The  tliiiving-  .settlement  of  Greylock  afTords  another  illustration  of 
the  nianiiei'  in  \vliioh  the  growth  of  xVdanis  was  occasioned.  The  village 
of  Greylock  is  located  one  mile  and  three  quarters  west  of  Nortli  Adams 
near  the  road  to  Williamstown.  In  1816  Messrs.  ]McLeHan,  Hunter  &  Co. 
purcliased  of  Deacon  David  Temple  the  water  power  and  ten  acres  of  land 
for  Sld^OO.  Tliey  ere^ned  a  wooden  building  and  put  in  macliiner}- f or  cot- 
ton manufacturing,  also  built  two  dwelling  houses  at  a  cost  of  about  812,- 
000.  The  goods  manufactured  were  yarxl  wide  sheetings.  In  November, 
1851,  James  Hunter  sold  his  interest  to  his  partners,  Messrs.  McLellan, 
MaGee  cl'  I'LiA^ks.  Th.ey  soon  afterward  disposed  of  one  half  of  the  prop- 
erty to  Mason  B.  Green.  The  latter  remained  only  about  six  months  and 
left.  In  1848  the  proprietors  sold  the  whole  premises  to  xVusel  Cain.  He 
failed  in  making  payment,  and  the  ^^^'operty  reverted  to  the  original 
owners,  who,  in  18^)1,  sold  the  same  to  Pitt  &  Snow.  Mr.  Snow  soon 
left.  Mr.  Pitt  continued  in  possession  until  185G,  wdien  he  became  insol- 
vent. In  1857  R.  R.  Andrews  purcliased  the  entire  proj^erty  of  the  as- 
signees. He  gi'early  improved  the  same  by  building  himself  a  line  resi- 
dence, also  several  tenements,  and  adding  an  ell  of  fifteen  feet  on  the  east 
end  of  the  factory  for  a  dressing  room.  The  maciiinery  then  consisted  of 
432  tlirostle  spindles,  840  mule  sjDindles,  and 40  looms.  The  goods  manu- 
factured were  yard  wide  sheetings,  four  and  a  half  yards  to  the  pound,  aver- 
aging 10,000  yards  per  week.  Emphiyment  was  given  to  thirty-four  hands, 
male  and  female,  and  a  population  of  some  eighty  persons  was  sus- 
tained. There  were  then  thirteen  tenements  on  the  ground.  ]\fr. 
Andrews  added  by  purchase  of  Dr.  Hawkes  lifty-tive  acres,  and  of 
T.  C.  Phelps  lifteen  acres,  apart  of  vrhich  he  afterward  sold.  Mr.  An- 
drews carried  on  the  business  until  1805  and  then  di^^posed  of  his  interest 
to  Colonel  Pomeroy.  About  1872  a  stock  company  vras  formed,  including 
a  Canadian  capitalist  and  the  Pittslield  Pomeroys,  with  Pickering  Clark 
for  manager,  who  built  a  new  mill  some  rods  west  and  south  of  tlie  origi- 
nal mill,  now  remodeled  into  a  tenement  house,  which  was  partially  com- 
pleted with  shafting  andi  cards  wdien  the  end  of  the  company's  purse  and 
the  hard  times  of  1873  were  reached  together,  and  the  company  came  to  a 
sudden  stand.  Xotliing  more  was  done  with  this  property  beyond  caring 
for  the  tenements  and  mill  until  1880,  when  a  new  comi)any,  styled  the 
''Greylock  Mills,"  was  formed  with  Tlieodoi'e  Pomeroy  as  president;  S. 
A.  Pomeroy,  of  the  same  town,  as  tieasurer :  and  W.  P.  Plunlvert,  of 
Adams,  as  manager.  The  new  corporation  went  to  work  immediately, 
built  a  new  dam,  a  lar<i'e  weave  shed  was-  built,  and  work  was  becun  in 
Mai'ch,  1881.  A  tine  tenement  bhjck  was  erected  west  of  the  mill  aiidtl\  e 
new-tenement  houses  and  a  store  v/ere  l)uilt,  in  the  fall  of  L88t).  The 
mill  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ginghams  and  its  capacity  is  abv)ut 
25,000  yards  per  week. 

The  Arnold  Print  \Vorks  were  luiilt  in  the  early  period  of  the  war  of 
the  Pebellion  and  di!v.'ctly  :ifter  the  dissobiti(Ui  of  tin*  Uniiva  Priut  AVorks 
Association.    Since  that  time  it  has  had  its  crises  of  good  ami  ill  su-.^h  as 
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mark  the  history  of  ahiiost  every  great  business  establishment.  The 
^^buih'lings  and  machinery  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  December.  1872.  In 
they  were  rebuilt  u^.-on  the  ohl  foundation,  and  equipped  with  the 
latest  improved  macliinery.  About  this  time  the  original  firm  was  dis- 
solved and  John  F.  Arnold  and  Oliver  Arnold,  brothers  of  Harvey  xVr 
nold,  the  leading  spirit  in  the  enterprise,  withdrew.  Harvey  Arnold,  then 
about  70  years  old,  remained  at  the  head  of  afi'airs.  A  further  change  was 
made  in  July,  1875,  when  Mr.  Albert  C.  Houghton  bought  an  interest  in 
the  pi-operty  and  became  actively  interested  as  a  partner  in  the  business. 

T]ie  Ai'nolil  Bi'others  had  beon  well  knovrn  foi'  nearly  forty  years  as 
among  tlie  largest  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  in  Western  Massachu- 
setts, and  were  noted  for  energy,  enterprise,  and  public  spirit.  So  strong 
were  these  traits  in  Harvey  Arnokl  that  he  is  seen  at  the  age  of  three 
score  and  ten  girding  himself  anew  for  active  and  absorbing  business. 
The  new  firm  started  under  great  disadvantages.  The  new  works  were 
rebuilt  on  credit  and  most  of  the  stock  was  bought  on  from  five  to  eight 
months'  time  until  in  the  summer  of  1876  the  extremely  depressed  state  of 
the  market  rendered  it  impossible  to  obtain  ci'edit,  or  to  obtain  for  their 
goods  the  actual  cost  of  their  production.  The  outlay  for  macliinery 
and  other  things  necessary  to  the  successful  manufacture  of  prints  was 
constant  and  heavy,  the  creditors  of  the  firm,  av;are  of  all  this,  became 
.  distrustful  and  pressed  their  claims,  the  usual  bank  accommodations 
were  denied  the  firm,  and  before  they  could  realize  upon  their  produc- 
tions they  were  sued  and  compelled  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Arnold  \vas  always  marked  for  courage  and  firmness  under  the 
pressure  of  difficulty,  but  when  the  final  disaster  came,  v/hich  wrecked 
his  fortune  arid  life  vroik,  his  health  and  ambition  went  down  also.  A 
few  weeks  after  the  failure  his  wife  died,  and  he  soon  followed  her. 

Before  the  death  of  Mr.  Arnold  arrangements  for  reorganizing  tlie 
business  were  begun  and  transfers  of  property  were  made  looking  to  that 
end.    This  purpose  was  carried  out  and  a  new  corporate  organization, 
under  the  name  of  the  ''Arnold  Print  Works,''  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$150,000,  was  effected  and  it  went  into  operation  in  the  month  of  October, 
1876.    The  hrst  officers  were:  president,  David  A.  Bray  ton;  Albert  C. 
Houghton,  treasurer;  and  William  A.  Gallup,  clerk.    The  moving  spirit 
in  the  new  corporation  was  Albert  C.  Houghton.    Mr.  Floughton  came  to 
North  Adams  in  1868,  being  then  about  twentv-three  years  old.    lie  en- 
gaged  in  several  large  business  undertakings  in  a  manner  that  indicated  a 
great  grasp  of  mind  and  a  knowledge  of  atfairs  and  business  sagacity 
which  was  unusual  in  men  of  his  years,  and  whicli  foresluuhnved  his;  Tutiire 
success.    Since  that  time     The  Arnold  Prir.t  Works"  has  giown  in  p(^si- 
tion  and  prosperity^    In  1882  a  large  bi  ick  buihuTig,  110  b\  -JoO  feet,  was 
built  and  connected  with  the  main  building  by  a  covered  passage,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  dyeing  print  cloths  indigo  blue.    This  buihling  is  pr^^bably 
the  largest  l.)uildiug  in  the  world  used  f(.)r  that  i)uri)o.">u.    Ir  contain>  rhi»H; 
hundred  vats,  and  in  it  about  twelve  thousand  pieces  per  wtek  are  dyed. 
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Tlie  buildings  used  by  the  Ariiold  Print  AVorks  covpf  nearly  eigUr  acres, 
and  about  4:)0  liands  are  employed.  Tlie  "Edipse"  mill,  with  thrt-e 
hundred  looms  running  on  print  cloth,  in  North  Adams,  is  also  owned  by 
the  corporation.  The  company  nses  the  entire  production  of  the 
"Eclipse''  njill,  the  "Beaver''  mill,  the  niill  of  the  Williamstown  ^lan- 
iifacturing  Company  at  Williamstown,  and  the  mill  of  the  Xortli  Pownnl 
Mannfacturing  Company  at  Pownal,  Yt.,  araonnting  to  8,000  pieces  of 
forty-five  yards  each  per  weelv,  and  is  oV^liged  to  buy  each  week  10,000 
pieces  in  addition.  The  annual  production  of  the  company  is  82,7.)0,000. 
Mr.  Houghton,  in  1883,  bonglit  out  the  interest  of  David  Brayton  and  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation,  and  William  Arthur  Gallupj  is  tlie 
treasurer.  Houghton  &  Gallup  own  the  "  Beaver "  mill  and  are  large 
stockholders  in  the  Williamstown  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  North 
Pownal  Manufacturing  Company.  Hr.  Houghton's  private  business  has 
greatly  enlarged  the  village  limits  of  North  Adams.  The  district  now 
known  as  Houghtonville  was  built  by  him,  and  thus  many  thousand^  of 
dollars  were  added  to  the  taxable  property  of  the  town. 

The  first  tannery  established  in  North  xVdams  was  locatedt  nu  the 
west  side  of  the  Hoosac  River,  on  Furnace  Hill,  near  the  Main  street 
bridge.  It  was  formerly  known  as  the  Luther  Bartlett,  and  afterward  as 
the  Hodge  &  Dean  tannery  ;  and  a  large  business  was  done  draing  many 
years,  especially  while  it  was  owned  by  Hodge  &  Bean.  It  was  di^i'-ui- 
tinued  in  1816,  when  the  property  jmssed  into  the  hands  of  the  North 
Adams  Iron  Company. 

In  1831  Meri'iam  Hatch  and  W.  B.  S.  Hurlburt  purchased  of  Turner 
ifc  Laflin,  for  S'iOp.  tlie  lot  and  privilege  on  Union  street,  and  erectel  a 
building  30  by  76  feet  for  a  tannery.  After  carrying  on  the  busim^s>  for 
three  years  they  sold  the  property  to  Caj^tain  A.  Bixl>y.  It  was  leased 
for  three  years  for  a  batting  mill,  and  then  as  a  stone-cutting  shc^p.  In 
1837  Liberty  Bartlett,  formerly  of  Williamstown,  rented  [he  premi>t's  for 
two  years,  carrying  on  the  tannery  in  connection  with*  the  pelr  bu-^iness, 
luilling  some  16,000  skins.  A.  C.  Cramlall  leased  the  property  in  1839 
and  in  1840  formed  a  copartnership  with  Ira  Bennett,  and  they  contir.iied 
the  same  busin.ess  until  1842.  Several  changes  followed  until  1801.  v\-nen 
Crandall  &:  Bennett  formed  a  copartnership  with  A.  P.  Ihuler,  wiu)  at 
that  time  owned  anothei-  tannery  which  had  been  built  in  1843.  ;n'ar  (he 
Eagle  bridg*^  by  Benjamin  Bean,  at  a  <U)st  of  8700.  Both  laaih.^i  i.'s  wt-re 
operated  by  Crandall  Bennett  until  18oo.  The  Eagle  bridge-  ;anaiM-y 
changed  hands  several  times  and  was  discontinued  as  a  tannei'y  in  I8o0. 

Idle  Union  street  tannery  changed  hands  several  lim>\s  and  it  i<  now- 
owned  by  I).  .].  Bai-ber.  It  is  the  only  tannery  in  Norih  Adains  and  its 
annual  product  is  worth  ab(Uit  s70,000. 

The  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  was  begun  in  I8i:'>  by  Ivlwin 
Childs  and  Bavid  C.  Ilogers,  who  comniciu'cd  mann facruriug  on  Main 
street  in  Penniman's  row.  The  business  imu-casing,  inl84.Mliev  leaded 
and  occupied  a  building  cui  Eagle  street  adjoining  the  l>ap:i5L  church, 


536 


HISTORY  OF  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 


and  Harvey  Ingrahani  be.came  a  partner.  Tn  184.7  Mr.  Chi  Ids  retired 
from  the  firm  and  \vent  to  Montreal.  In  1847  a  gentlernaii  from  Syracuse 
became  a.  silent  partner  in  the  firm,  wliich  was  styled  Rogers,  Ingi-aljam 
Sc  Co.  In  ISoO  tills  lirm  was  sncceeded  by  George  Millard,  liaving  as  his 
partners  Harvey  Ingraliam  and  AV.  F.  Waterbnry.  In  1847  Mr.  Millard 
bought  out  Jiis  partners  and  niade  boots  in  the  old  fashioned  way  foi- 
some  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Beniiington.  Edwin 
Rogers  manufactured  women's  shoes  for  a  short  time. 

In  185(3  Calvin  T.  Sampson  commenced  manufactuiing  women's  shoes 
exclusively.  He  began  at  first  in  a  small  way,  but  his  ])usiness  steadily 
increased,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  occupied  a  large  wooden  l)uild- 
ing  on  Eagle  street  iiear  the  Eagle  l;)ridge.  He  afterward  removed  to  a 
large  brick  building  on  Marshall  street,  which  had  been  built  by  a  com- 
pany wdiich  vras  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  cutlery  in  1867.  The 
lot  of  land  on  Marshall  street  opposite  the  Arnold  Print  Works  was  pur- 
chased by  W.  AY.  Freeman  &  Co.  for  85,000.  On  it  Avas  erected  a  bnild- 
ing  115  feet  by  49,  three  stories  high,  with  a  forge  shop,  tempering  shop, 
grinding  shop,  and  engine  house.  The  capital  stock  was  $125,000,  and 
the  officers  were  :  president,  S.  Blackinton  ;  vice-president,  S.  Johnson  ; 
directoi's,  S.  Blackinton,  S.  Johnson,  C.  T.  Sampson,  R.  R.  xVndrews,  A. 
P.  Butler,  and  William  Martin.  Afterward  James  Hunter  was  elected 
president,  Horace  W.  Love,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  J.  Srever,  super- 
intendent. Tlip  plan  was  to  manufacture  Love's  patent  augers''  and 
other  mechanical  tools,  l>ut  the  company  never  began  operations  and  sold 
the  l)uildings  at  a  sacrilice  to  Mr.  Sampson,  who  has  since  occrtpied  it. 
During  the  fall  of  1809  and  the  spring  of  1870  Mr.  Sampson  had  trouble  with 
a  trade  organization  of  shoemakers  called  the  Crispins.  In  those  days  ma- 
chinery  did  but  a  small  part  of  the  work  it  now  does  in  the  bottomer  s '' 
room  of  a  shoe  factory,  and  the  dependence  of  a  shoe  manufacturer  upon 
his  women  was  very  great.  This  fact  and  the  strength  of  tluj  Crispins' 
lodges  made  it  possible  to  get  as  good  wages  for  a  given  amount  of  work 
as  good  workmen  received.  Mr.  Sampson,  owing  to  diflicnlty  lietween 
hiujseli  and  his  workmen,  turned  to  the  Chinese  as  the  only  available 
class  of  workmen  reuioved  from  trade  organizations.  Seventy  liv^^  were 
at  first  hired,  and  they  arrived  in  North  Adams  on  the  18th  of  June,  1870. 
A  large  crowd  assembled  upon  their  arrival.  Thirty  policemen  in  cirizt.'u's 
clothes  guarded  the  debarkation,  and  tlie  mandi  t(M|uarters  in  Mv.  Samp- 
son's l)rick  factory,  the  opp()sition  culminating  in  a  brief  assault  aUil  a 
night  in  the  lock-up  foi'  one  of  the  assailants.  Bnt  th.e  feeling  id'  resenr- 
ment  died  away,  and  they  remained  for  ten  years  at  work,  leadinu'a  quiet 
and  orderly  life,  witli  few  exceptions,  quiet  to  an  extreme  ih.'grt.*e  except 
when  ttie  ajqn-oach  of  their  New  Year's  festivity  made  necessai'v  the  ex- 
plosi(m  of  fireworks  or  the  beating  of  dr-.ims.  They  proved  thomseives 
to  be  failhfni  and  com])etent  workmen.  The  sevonry  live  who  lirst  came 
wei-e  increased  within  a  yoar  to  one  hnndrtMl  aTid  t  N\ cnt y  fi ve,  whiidi  w.is 
th(^  a^'ertlge  niimljer  eni}>loyed  for  tlie  mo^r  oT  the  lime.    Thoy  weie^jrig- 
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inally  hired  for  tliree  years,  and  stayed  after  that  witlioiit  an  engagement 
definite  as  to  time.  Most  of  them  laid  up  and  took  away  v.dth  them  con- 
siderable sums  of  money.  All  stayed  a  longer  time  than  their  contract 
required,  and  at  the  wish  and  request  of  their  employer.  But  as  their 
stay  lengtliened,  the  peculiar  conditions  that  led  to  their  coming  passed 
away.  Machinery  began  to  be  applied  more  and  more  extensively  to  do 
the  work  in  the  bottomers  room,  which  was  the  only  place  where  the 
Chinese  were  employed.  The  Crispin  lodges  lost  their  power  and  passed 
away,  and  with  tliem  passed  the  possibiiity  of  outside  workmen  control- 
ling the  relations  between  employer  and  employed  ;  and  so  as  the  time  of 
the  Chinese  expired,  their  places  came  to  bo  taken  by  unemployed  work- 
men in  North  Adams,  until,  in  September,  1880,  the  last  Chinaman  had 
departed. 

In  ISoS  AVilliam  &  Harvey  Ingraham  began  the  manufacture  of  boots 
and  shoes  in  a  building  on  Main  street,  nearly  opposite  Eagle  street,  but 
after  a  few  years  they  ceased  business. 

In  I860  H.  Torrey  Cady  and  AYilblam  G.  Cady  erected  a  building  on 
Lincoln  street,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  men's  and  women's  shoes. 
This  building  was  enlarged  at  three  different  times,  and  is  now  owned  by 
H.  Torrey  Cady,  his  brother,  William  G.,  having  sold  out  his  interest  in 
1880.  The  building  is  120  by  22  feet,  loO  men  are  employed,  and  the  an- 
nual product  is  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  business  of  George  Millard  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son, 
Henry  Millard,  who  bailt  a  brick  building  on  Union  street  in  1867.  He 
had  as  a  partner  Irving  Jackson  and  afterward  William  H,  Whitman. 
The  factory  is  now  owned  and  operated  by  Norman  L.  Millard. 

In  1883  William  G.  Cady  and  Stephen  H.  Fairtield  built  a  wooden 
building  three  stories  high  on  Ashland  street  and  commenced  the  Uiann- 
facture  of  women's  shoes,  and  in  1884,  William  H.  AVhitman,  Warren 
J.  Wilkinson,  and  J.  M.  Canedy  erected  a  Large  brick  building. 

Midway  between  the  villages  of  North  Adams  and  Adams,  and  just 
over  the  Adams  line,  the  manufacture  of  Zylonite  has  given  rise  to  the 
pretty  and  prosperous  village  of  Ilowland.  In  1881  ground  was  })roken 
for  the  erection  of  manufacturing  buildings  and  for  residences  for  em- 
ployes by  the  American  Zylonite  Company,  which  was  incorporated 
during  the  same  year  with  a  capital  stock  of  sToO,000,  the  ollicers  ijeing 
Emit  Kij^per,  of  Adams,  president,  and  S.  W.  Ingalls,  oi'  North  Adarus, 
treasurer.  In  1885  S.  W.  Ingalls  was  elected  to  the  vice-presidency,  Mr. 
E.  L.  Wood  succeeding  him  as  treasurer.  Like  all  new  en^ierprises— -iu 
this  instance  introducing  a  new  process  of  manufacture— the  lirst  steps 
of  progress  were  slow:  but  the  outcome  gives  evidence  that  they  were  surely 
taken  and  since  then  the  work  of  building  factories  and  residences,  and 
making  streets  and  sidewalks  has  been  successfully  carried  out.  In  the 
summer  of  1883  the  tirst  manufactured  goods  of  the  com]xiny  w»n-e  ]^ut 
on  the  nuirket  and  siuce  that  timt^  thcfe  has  beeu  no  hndv  of  okUts. 
Zylonite  is  made  from  paper,  cami)hor,  and  alcohol,  paper  being  the 
basis  and  principal  feature  of  the  stock  used  in  this  systeui  of  manu- 
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factare.  This  paper  is  manufactured  expressly  for  tlie  purpose  by  ihe 
L.  L.  Brown  Paper  Company  at  their  Cuinrnington  mill. 

Zylonite  being  a  niateiial  which  can  be  made  in  any  color,  admits  of 
a  high  polish,  and  in  which  ivory,  amber,  camelia,  agate,  and  mahachite 
have  been  more  sncessfnlly  imitated  tlian  in  any  otlier.  the  articles  which, 
soon  appeared  on  the  market  made  from  Zylonite  were  innumerable. 

Companies  were  formed,  the  most  ioiportant  of  wliich  is  the  Zylonite 
Comb  and  Brush.  Company,  wliich  was  incorporated  in  1883  with  a 
capital  of  81^^0,0^*0.  This  company  now  gives  employment  to  upwards 
of  400  operatives  in  the  manufacture  of  combs,  brushes,  and  mirrors, 
and  are  now  making  ready  to  break  ground  for  new  buidings  wirii  a  view 
to  enlarging  their  already  extensive  business.  W.  L.  Brown  is  presi- 
dent; B.  E.  Kingman,  of  Brown,  Wood  &  Kingman,  New  York,  treas- 
urer;  S.  Warren  Ingalls,  agent ;  and  Isidor  Lewi.-  superintendent. 

The  Zylonite  Novelty  Company  was  incorporated  in  1884,  with  a 
capital  of  8100,000,  and  employs  at  present  about  175  hands  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  novelties  and  small  wares  of  all  descriptions,  among  which 
the  most  important  are  manicure  sets,  umbrella,  parasol,  and  cane 
handles,  desk  furniture,  pipe  bits,  surgical  instruments,  harness  trim- 
mings, book  and  album  covers,  door  knobs,  curtain  rings,  chessmen,  and 
knife  handles. 

Later,  in  1SS4,  the  Zylonite  Collar  and  Cuff  Company  was  formed. 
Here  are  manufactured  daily  thousands  of  collars  and  cuffs,  bur  never 
yet  enough  to  supply  the  demand  which  is  daily  increasing,  because  of 
the  fact  that  Zylonite  remains  lolilte  when  made  into  these  articles. 

The  chemist  of  the  companies  is  George  M,  Mowbra^^ 

The  water  used  in  the  factories  is  supplied  from  artesian  wells  sunk 
by  a  peculiar  process  invented  by  J.  B.'  Edson. 

The  Zylonite  companies  were  the  first  in  Berksliire  county  to  iiitro- 
cluce  the  electric  fire  alarm  system  in  their  works,  and  have  now  one  of 
the  most  complete  aiTangenients  for  giving  alarms  and  the  best  drilled 
private  fire  department  in  the  county. 

The  grist  mill  erected  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Iloosac  River  in  North 
Adams  by  the  terms  of  the  grant  to  Colonel  Epiiraim  AVilliams  was  to  l)e 
kept  in  operation  for  ten  years,  and  it  was  for  a  long  time  the  only  grist 
mill  in  town.  In  lS2o  Evenal  Estes  built  a  small  grist  mill  in  coniieccion 
with  his  cotton  mill  on  River  street.  In  1848  he  enlarged  and  rebuilt  it 
and  fitted  it  witli  new  machinery  for  custom  work  and  tlouring.  This 
was  probably  the  first  tlouring  mill  in  Northern  Bei'kshire.  Upon  the 
sale  of  this  mill  to  A.  W.  Richardson  cK:  Co.,  it  wtis  discontinued  in  order 
that  the  entire  water  power  might  be  utilized  for  the  manufacture  of  corron. 

In  1803  Mason  1).  and  Ambrose  W.  Hodg*;'  built  a  grist  mill  (^n  River 
street  near  the  propert}^  of  the  Johnson  ?^b\nuroCturing  Comi)any.  They 
built  several  additions  and  made  flour.  In  187:)  they  bought  of  Arnold 
k,  Ra}'  the  old  PlKcaix  Factory,"  whi(.;h  they  akerod  over  into  n  flour- 
ing mill  wliich  is  the  largest  in  Western  Masstudmselts.  Ih^-  warer  pow- 
er is  one  of  tlie  best  in  town.  The  capacity  of  the  mill  is  about  ooo 
bushels  of  corn  and  Vl\  barrels  of  flour  per  day. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIL 


ADAMS  AND  XORTH  ADAMS  {continued). 


First  Clmrch  and  Pastor. — The  Friends'  Society. — ^Meeting  House  in  North  Adams. — Baptist 
Church,  North  Adams. — Adams  Baptist  Church. — Methodism  in  Adams. — Meth-.-Jisin 
in  North  Adams. — Universalist  Church.  North  Adams. — Congregational  Church,  North 
Adams. — Episcopal  Churches. — The  Roman  Catholics. — French  (R,  C.)  Congregation  of 
North  Adams. — Blackinton  Union  Church. — Schools  and  School  Houses. — The  Rebel- 
lion.— Soldiers"  A.id  Society. — Soldiers"  Monument. — The  G.  A.  R. 


HE  early  sertlers  of  Adams,  being  mostly  Connecticut  born  and 


X  bred,  ndhered  to  their  early  religious  sentiments  and  habits.  They 
formed  a  Congregational  cluircli  and  society  and.  fulfdled  the  conditions  on 
which  the  townsiiip  was  granted  to  them,  by  building  a  meeting  house 
and  settling  a  minister.  The  first  meeting  house  was  built  of  logs,  on  a 
spot  afterward  occupied  by  an  orchard  on  the  '"Cross  road''  berv/een 
North  Adams  and  Adams.  Rev.  Samuel  Todd  was  installed  pastor  of 
the  church,  but  its  records  are  lost,  and  the  dates  and  other  particuh.'  S 
cannot  now  be  l^nown.  Not  long  after  the  settlement  of  "Mi-.  Todd  r]:e 
poverty  caused  by  the  Revolution  and  the  frequent  changes  of  popula- 
tion cut  down  liis  support.  A  vote  of  the  inhabitants,  taken  January 
3d,  1778,  before  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  appears  o\\  the  clerk's 
books,  proposiiig  to  Rev.  ]Mr.  Todd  to  relinquisli  his  claim  to  the  minis- 
terial lands,  to  wliich  his  being  the  first  settled  minister  entitled  him,  and 
take  his  dismission.  ITe  was  dismissed,  bui  held  on  to  the  real  estate  and 
for  several  years  there  was  an  uncertainty  about  the  title  of  these  lands. 
The  town  in  170G  '\  oted  to  receive  liim  as  their  lirst  minister  and  petitioned 
the  Legislatun?  to  confirm  "Mr.  Todd's  title,  and  the  ditlicultv  was  re- 
moved  by  legislative  enactnuMit. 

Mr.  Todd  was  l>(>ru  in  1710,  in  Xorth  Haven,  Conn.,  took  his  lirst 
degree  at  Yale  C<d]t'ge  at  theeaily  age  of  fifteen,  was  settled  in  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  wlu  n  ('Wly  t>venty  years  old.  I'emoved  to  Lanesboro,  and 
to  Adams  in  17(m''.  About  he  renu)ved  to  Oxford,  N.  II.,  preaching 
occasionally  at  tlie  ladtei'  place  until  his  d.cath.  Vcunan's  ITwiory  states 
tluit  ''Mr.  Todd  p()S.>e>>ed  a  n\ijid  of  wu^ve  than  ordinary  strciii^-th.  :;ud 
great  decision  of  cliaracter  ;  ins  religious  sentiments  and  feelings  were 
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strictly  evnngelical  ;  lie  >varmly  approved  of  the  revivals  of  1740,  and 
exerted  himself  to  promote  tli eni.'' 

An  old  burying  grf)nnd  is  near  tlie  site  of  this  log  chiirclL  and  the 
bones  of  soine  of  rlie  forefathers  of  Adams  repose  tlier-e.  The  first  Inirials 
from  the  village  of  North  Adams  were  doubtless  made  there,  but  Israel 
Junes  v>'as  iiiterred  at  \ViHi:ini>{ov.-n. 

TJie  Frienr/s"  Sr-cicty. — The  Friends'  Society  in  Adams  \vas  formed 
in  1781  and  worshipped  in  a  log  cabin  until  17S6,  v.  hen  tliey  erected  a 
building  al^out  a  half  niile  vvest  of  the  village  of  South  Adams.  The  fami- 
lies of  David  Anthony,  Isaac  Killy,  Isaac  Upton,  Josliua  Lapluim, George 
Lapham,  and  Adam  [darkness  constituted  the  society  at  its  first  organi- 
zation. Robert  Xesbit  was  their  first  recommended  speaker:  he  was 
succeedad  ])y  Mary  Beatty,  and  the  third  was  David  Aldridge.  These 
Friends  or  Quakers  were  principally  from  Rhode  Island,  and  with  their 
kindly  ways,  their  sonnd  morality,  their  hatred  of  aristocracy,  and  their 
thrifty  habits  were  a  desirable  acquisition  to  uhe  town.  The^-  resided 
principally  in  South  Adams. 

Mediiuj  House  in  IVorth  Adams. — Abont  the  year  1782  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  village  of  Xortli  Adams  of  various  religious  sentiments,  raised 
and  covered  the  frame  of  a  meeting  honse,  thirty-eight  feet  long  by  thirty 
wide,  on  tlie  site  of  tlie  house  owned  by  Mrs.  H.  G.  B.  Fisher,  on  Church 
street.  It  stood  witliout  windows  or  lloors  until  1795,  v.iion  the  people 
snbscribed  a  sufiicient  sum  to  reuiove  it  and  linish  it.  Jeremiah  Cohj- 
grove  moved  it.  It  took  him  ranirly  three  days,  Avith  a  large  force  of  men 
and  thirty  five  or  forty  yoke  of  oxen.  The  pine  stumps  on  the  east  side 
of  Church  street  were  cut  down  or  smoothed,  off  for  the  rollers  to  pass 
over,  it  being  necessary  to  k^^ep  the  highway  clecir.  The  site  selected  was 
the  spot  now  occupi*-Hl  by  the  Baptist  church.  There  the  house  was  com- 
pleted after  a  time.  At  first,  services  were  conducted  when  no  under- 
pinning had  been  put  it,  the  floor  being  of  loose  boards  and  the  seats  rude 
benches  without  backs  :  and  tliough  no  large  bell  gave  out  its  solemn 
summons  al)ove  the  biiiiding,  the  tinkliiig  of  slieep  bells  under  their  feet 
was  frequently  heard  by  the  vv'orshippers.  The  house  faced  the  south, 
and  a  porch  was  built  in  front,  with  stairways  leading  to  tlie  galleries. 
There  were  three  aisles,  fifreen  windows,  and  about  400  persoris  could  be 
seated.  The  pews  were  finished  off  in  a  large,  oblong  form,  with  seats 
on  three  sides,  one  end  being  reserved  for  the  pew  door,  so  that  wh^'n 
the  house  was  very  full,  a  ])art  of  the  audience  sat  with  their  backs  to 
the  speaker.  The  galleries  being  wide  and  ratlier  low  soun?  of  those  who 
sat  in  the  pews  nearest  the  wall  could  not  see  the  speaker.  IMn^  gabery 
pews  were  hnished  in  similar  style  to  those  o\\  the  tloov  ;  and  the  seats 
were  "square  as  a  brick,''  and  hard  as  tlie  g(M)d  lumber  of  rhox^  days  was 
apt  to  be.  In  the  winrer  tlie  wonu.ui  carried  foot  stoves  to  kcvM*  tlieir  f«'et 
warm,  and  in  summer  both  l>oys  and  girls  w.Mit  b.irefoor.vl  u:ril  ne  irly 
through  their  teens.  •'Ohl  enougii  C(;  go  to  meeiing  barefooted,"  was 
iiuc  an  unmeaning  joke. 
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On  November  8th,  1795,  the  first  auction  sale  of  pews  was  had,  re- 
alizing 8^40  from  a  sale  of  '22.  A  subL^equeut  sale  of  30  pews  realized 
$670.  These  two  sums,  amounting  to  $1,210,  were  about  the  cost  of  re- 
moving and  fixing  up  the  clmrch.  Pev/s  in  those  days  were  the  private 
property  of  the  owner  and  could  be  disposed  of  by  sale  or  bequest.  The 
seats  for  persons  not  owning  pews  were  not  very  abundant.  These  were 
for  the  fj-ee  use  of  the  i~)ublic.  One  person  would  often  own  more  than 
one  pew.  Jeremiah  Coiegrove  owned  seven  pews.  There  were  but  30 
owners  of  the  58  pews. 

Baptid  CJiurcJi  in  XurtJi  Adams. — For  thirteen  years  after  the  re- 
moval of  this  meeting  house,  or  until  J 808,  there  was  no  regularly  or- 
ganized church  in  Nortli  Adams.  A  Baptist  preacher,  named  Dyer 
Stark,  VN-as  employed  to  preach,  a  part  of  the  time  here  and  a  parr  of  the 
time  in  Stamford,  Yt.  Elder  Bronson  also  preached  in  North  Adams  ; 
and  various  itinerants  of  different  cieeds  held  forth  as  opportunity 
oifered.  The  house  was  opened  whenever  a  request  came  from  a  jJi'oper 
source. 

Oliver  Parker  used  to  say  that  the  early  settlers  held  meetings  more 
frequently  and  exhibited  a  deeper  religious  zeal  when  their  provisions 
became  short  and  their  garments  ragged.  This  has  been  the  case  v/ith  all 
communities,  from  the  Jews  of  antiquity  down  to  the  Americans  oriS57  8, 
the  panic  winter.  In  distresses  they  "call  up»on  the  name  of  the  Lord," 
and  too  often  forget  him  when  relieved. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1808,  a  Baptist  churcli,  consisting  of  twenty- 
three  members,  was  organized  by  Elder  Calvin  Keyes.  From  its  first 
organization  up  to  the  year  1828  the  whole  number  of  persons  who  liad 
belonged  to  it  was  178.  The  first  minister  was  Rev.  George  VCitherell, 
who  preached  from  December  Isr,  1808,  to  December  1st,  1813.  Rev. 
Elijah  F.Wiley  preached  from  December  1st,  1815,  to  April  1st,  1817  ;  Rev. 
Hosea  Wheeler  from  the  fall  of  1817  to  the  summer  of  1818  ;  Rev. 
Oeorge  Robinson  from  the  fall  of  1819  to  the  spring  of  1820  ;  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Sorony  from  December  1st,  1820,  to  February  3d,  182f3  ;  and  Rev. 
Charles  B.  Keyes  from  June  1st,  1827,  to  April  1st,  1834.  During  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Keyes,  in  1829,  the  old  meeting  house  being  vers- 
inconvenient  in  form,  and  much  out  of  repair,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  build  another  house.  A  brick  churcli  was  built  at  a  cost  of  63,059,  of 
which  $128  were  raised  by  subscription  and  the  remainder  almost  wh(>lly 
from  the  sale  of  pews.  Edward  Richmond,  AVilliam  E.  Bray  ton,  and 
David  Darling  were  the  building  committee.  There  was  a  del)t  of  some 
8400,  which  was  regarded  as  the  value  of  the  unsold  pews.  These  pews 
were  gradually  disx)0sed  of,  until  in  1837,  the  four  tluit  then  renuuned 
were  bought  by  the  church  and  made  free,  and  the  debt  extinguished, 
the  pew  holders  being  taxed  the  expense  pro  rata.  Up  to  this  time,  an<l 
in  fact  for  some  twelve  years  longer,  the  church  as  an  organization  had 
no  title  to  its  house  of  worship,  which  was  the  joint  propei-ty  <>f  its  sev- 
eral pew  owners.    Rev.  Asa  H.  Palmer  preached  from  April  1st,  1834,  to 


542 


HISTORY  OF  BEK,K;.SHinE  COUNTY. 


April  1st,  ISBO;  Kev.  Leniue]  Covell  from  May  1st,  18:^6,  to  April  1st, 
1838:  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Rogers  from  April  Isl,  1338,  to  April  1st,  1810  ; 
Rev.  John  Alden  from  April  1st,  1840.  to  April  1st,  184G;  and  Rev. 
Hoi'ace  J.  Love  from  June  Lith,  184r.,  to  April  Isr,  1852.  ,  During  Mr. 
Love's  pastorate  the  first  brick  chnrcli  was  torn  down  and  a  new  one 
built  at  a  cosr  of  812.313.44.  It  was  G3  by  03  feet,  had  a  vestry  with 
class  rooms  under  the  audienee  room,  which  with  its  si'le  g.dleiaes  had 
100  pews.  At  tiiis  time  tiie  pew  holders'  ownei'ship  of  the  building 
ceased  ;  and  the  church  through  its  trustees  came  into  possession  of  the 
title  to  the  property.  At  this  time  also  the  \x\irly  auction  sale  of  rental 
of  ])ews  began,  which  since  that  time  has  afforded  a  fund  adequate  for 
the  yearly  exp.enditure.  The  buildi]ig  c<)mmirtee  of  the  new  church 
were  Sanford  Blackinton,  Duty  S.  Tyler,  and  George  Millard,  It  was 
dedicated  June  21st,  1840.  by  Rev.  Bartholomew  Welch,  D,  D.,  then  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Miles  Sanford,  D.T).,  began  liis  ministry  July  23d,  18o3,  and 
remained  until  March  10th,  1871.  In  18G5  the  church  bought  the  two 
lots  between  its  property  and  Eagle  street  for  83.500.  In  1871  thecliiirch 
edifice  was  extensively  remodeled.  A  new  front,  with  a  tower  and  spire, 
was  put  on,  the  side  galleries  were  exchanged  for  an  end  gallery,  and  a 
new  baptistry  and  jnilpit  put  in,  the  total  expense  being  somu  824,000, 
about  twice  the  original  cost  of  the  building.  The  building  committee 
were  Sanford  Blackinton,  C.  T.  Sampson,  S.  Burlingame,  Jeremiah  Wil- 
bur, and  E.  S.  Wilkinson.  Rev.  Courtland  W.  Anable,  D.D.,  began  his 
pastorate  March  17th,  1872,  and  was  dismissed  March  2oth,  1877.  Rev. 
Abraham  C.  Osborn,  D.D.,  preached  from  September  1st.'  1877,  until  his 
dismissal,  August  20th,  1884. 

About  twelve  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  May  oth,  1879,  a  fire, 
starting  inside  the  organ,  destroyed  that  instrument  and  spread  into  the 
roof  of  the  church.  To  cover  this  loss  the  insurance  companies  paid  the 
church  87,500.  The  trustees  of  the  church,  Sanford  Blackinton,  C.  T. 
Sampson,  and  E.  S.  Wilkinson,  were  appointed  a  building  committee.  They 
finally  accepted  the  plans  of  L.  B.  Yalk,  of  New  York,  whose  directions 
were  followed,  even  to  the  details  of  the  fresco  decoration.  The  old 
church  was  torn  down,  wdth  the  exception  of  the  front  and  tower,  which 
were  added  in  1871,  and  a  new  and  beautiful  building  was  erected  at  a 
cost,  including  the  organ,  of  §42,500.  The  church,  which  covers  almost 
the  entire  church  lot,  is  of  the  Gothic  order,  with  agreeably  varied  pro- 
portions and  outline.  The  main  room  or  auditorium  will  seat  comfortably 
800  people  and  occupies  the  whole  of  the  Cluo'ch  street  side.  The  vestry, 
with  basement,  occupies  the  whole  of  the  Eagle  street  side.  The  nmin 
room  will  seat  500  x)ersons,  and  is  beautiftiily  oi'namented  with  frescoes 
and  finished  in  native  woods.  It  is  connected  with  several  subordinate 
rooms  which  are  used  for  Sabl^ath  school  purposes.  The  chur<di  was 
formally  dedicated  on  ilie  7tii  of  Sepiend)er,  1880.  Rev.  Francis  II. 
Rowley  began  preaching  as  pastor  December  14lh,  1884. 
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A(7a?n.^  BoptJ-'it  CJ/vrch. — The  Bapfisl  cluircli  in  Adams  was  oi-.u'aii- 
ized  July  1st,  IS'JO,  with  fourteen  members — four  males  and  ten  females. 
Previously  to  this  rhrie  there  had  been  no  regularly  constituted  clmrch 
in  rlie  village.  Aside  from  the  Friends'  meeting  house  the  oidy  place  of 
worship  was  a  small  bricdv  building  which  stood,  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  lot  now  occupied  by  L.  L.  Brown's  paper  milh  Here  the  re- 
ligiously disposed  of  rdl  denominations  had  been  accustomed,  iov  several 
years,  to  hold  union  services  ;  tlie  pulpit  being  supplied  with  such  oc- 
casional or  stated  |.)j'eaching  as  cii'cu.mstances  afforded,  without  regard  to 
sect:iri;in  dilTeriiJK  f-s.  This  building  the  Jjaptists  continued  to  occupy 
after  their  organj'zation  into  a  church  ;  and  Elder  Elnatlian  Sweet,  who 
*was  then  preaching  in  Cheshii'e,  was  engaged  to  give  them  his  services  as 
pastor  half  the  time.  This  arrangement  proved  generally  acceptable  to 
tile  peH)ple,  and  although,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  occupancy  of 
the  pulpit  became  more  and  more  exclusively  denominational,  no  serious 
diftlcuky  seems  to  have  arisen  from  tliat  fact.  Aftes'  a  year  or  tvro  of 
service  on  the  half  time  arrangement,  Elder  Sweet  w^as  enabled  to  give 
his  wliole  time  to  tlie  church,  and  continued  to  be  its  pastor  until  1842, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year  (1831-2),  when  Rev.  Henry  F.  Baldwin 
was  the  settled  minister. 

As  early  as  1835  the  question  of  larger  ajid  better  accommodations 
for  the  growing  church  and  society  began  to  be  mooted.  In  this  move- 
ment several  of  the  leading  families  of  the  place  united,  and.  were  gener- 
ous contril)utors,  who  aftervv^ard  connected  themselves  with  other 
churches,  as  they  were  subsequently  formed.  A  half  acre  of  ground  vras 
secured  on  the  west  side  of  Commercial  street,  south  of  the  mill  pond, 
for  §250,  and  a  neat  frame  building  was  erected  on  it  at  a  cost  of  82,000, 
This  was  in  1836.  The  lot  was  conveyed  in  trust  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  the  building  was  designated  for  the  same  par- 
pose.  The  funds  vrere  nominally  raised  by  subscription,  but  in  reality 
by  the  sale  of  pews,  the  subscribers  becoming  permanent  owners  of  slips 
or  sittings  in  the  church — an  arrangement  which,  so  long  as  it  existed, 
embarrassed  the  support  of  the  ministry,  and  was  linalb/  abandoned  with 
consent  of  the  owners  when  it  became  necessary  to  remodel  and  enlarge. 
This  latter  event  took  place  in  1852. 

Meanwhile  Elder  Sweet  had  been  succeeded  by  Eev.  William  M. 
Young,  who  was  pastor  one  year  (1842-3)  ;  he  by  Elder  Loomis.  who 
served  in  1844-G,  and  was  followed  by  Rev.  George  E.  Fuller  in  1847-8, 
w^hen  Rev.  S.  B.  Grant  became  pastor  and  continued  in  that  ' office  till 
1853.  It  was  dui'ing  Mr.  Grant's  administration  that  the  church  was  en- 
larged and  raised,  a  stone  foiindation  put  under  it  as  at  present,  and  a 
gallery  Thrown  across  the  eastern  or  front  end.  These  improvements  cose 
$1,300  and  were  paid  for  by  subscriptions  or  assessments.  The  next  pas- 
tor was  Rev.  J.  Norton,  who  was  ordained  at  the  same  time  to  the  min 
istry  and  pa^^ttu'al  clmrge  of  the  cliui'ch  iu  l.S.')3,  and  resiguod  in  1855.  lu 
1S5'4  the  organ  which  is  now  used  by  the  church  was  purchased  and  put 
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in  place.  This  was  the  first  organ  that  vv-as  ever  brought  into  the  village*, 
and  it  is  one  of  tlie  Appletons'  nianii fact  are,  wlio  vv^ere  famous  organ 
builders  in  their  day.  Mr.  Norton  was  lollowed  by  Rev.  Alfred  Colburii, 
who  was  ])asr(ji'  for  one  year,  lb3G-7. 

During  the  thirty  years  that  had  now  elapsed  since  the  church's  or- 
ganization, it  had  bet;n  making  steady,  ihough  not  ra])id,  progress.  Other 
churches,  nieanwliile.  liad  come  into  existence  and  taken  av/ay,  from 
time  to  time,  prominent  members  of  the  society.  Shar^)  discipline,  too, 
had  been  maintained — not  always  judiciously,  perhaps — and  some  alien- 
ations and  unpleasant  ruptures  had  been  made  ;  but,  on  tlie  whole,  the 
state  of  tlie  church,  if  not  nourishing,  was  at  least  hopeful.. 

In  September,  1S5T,  Rev.  E.  T.  Hunt,  who  had  bt-en  appoiuted  prin- 
cipal of  the  high  school  in  the  village,  accepted  the  chai'ge  of  the  Baptist 
pidpit  as  regular  supply.  This  XK)sition  he  lield  until  March,  1SG3,  declin- 
ing to  be  jegarded  as  pastor,  owing  to  his  connection  with  the  stdiooi, 
though  he  discharged  all  the  duties  of  that  office  faithfully  and  vrell. 
During  his  term  of  service  the  churcli  was  greatly  prospered,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons,  who  had  previously  been  prominent  and 
active  as  uiembers  of  the  society,  were  added  to  its  communion. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  A.  Briggs,  who  was  pastor 
from  1863  till  the  1st  of  January,  1S71.  The  general  prosperity  which 
had  attended  his  i>redecessor  was  continued  during  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Briggs.  The  church  was  steadily  growing  in  numbers  and  strengrli,  and 
some  portions  of  his  pastorate  were  marked  by  quite  large  accessions  to 
the  membership.  Rev.  A.  B.  Whipple  next  became  pastor,  in  1871,  and 
served  tJie  church  for  one  year,  giving  it  as  much,  of  his  time  as  was  pos- 
sible in  the  circumstances,  his  residence  being  in  Lansingburgh,  X.  Y., 
where  he  was  conducting  a  tlourishing  school,  of  which,  he  was  piincipal. 
Mr.  Whipple  was  followed  by  Rev.  L.  B.  Hibbard,  who  was  pastor  in 
1872-3,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health.  About  this  time  the 
church  became  severely  crippled  by  hnancial  revtvrses,  fj-om  which  it  has 
not  yet  entirely  recovered.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Ham  was  the  next  pastor. 
He  was  settled  in  1S74,  and  served  the  churcli  for  nine  years— the  longest 
pastorate,  save  one,  in  its  history.  Again  the  meeting  house  was  n-no- 
vated,  modern  improvements  introduced  into  the  vestry,  the  gallery  re- 
moved, and  the  building  painted  afresh  within  and  without,  at  a  cost  of 
$800.  Hi  the  winter  of  1879-80  there  was  also  quite  an  extensive  revival, 
in  which  some  forty  persons  were  added  to  the  church.  Tho  ]u-esenr  pas- 
tor is  Rev.  C.  W.  Anable,  D.D.,"  who  was  settled  in  March,  1883. 

The  church  now  numbers  2\'2  mend)ers,  of  whom  about  ITo  are  rt<i- 
dents.  It  has  a  flourishing  Sunday  school,  consisting  of  nunv  than  -Jr-O 
scholars,  with  an  average  attendance  of  IGO.  lis  deacons  are  Daniel 
Upton  and  B  F.  Philli])S.  The  audience  room  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
350,  and  the  expenses  of  tiie  church  art^  mut  mainly  by  tlu'  pew  renf^. 
Since  Dr.  Anabl»-'s  st^ttlement  a  very  iiaiul>oinf  par>tMiagv  has  bren  budt 
on  the  cliurch  lot,  al  a  cost  of  s4,000.    This  parsonage  is  owned  at  pre6- 
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eiit  by  private  in*livi-.lna]s,  and  is  re-Tited  by  the  sooietyfor  the  use  of  rlie 
pastor. 

Mdlir^di Sin  in  Afhi ras. — Tlie  earliest  autliputic  I'eoord  of  ?^[etl;':)disai 
in  ttie  viciniry  of  Auai^is  is  fr»uiid  in  t]je  ?^Iet]i« ^dir^r  Gejieral  ^Minutes  for 
1702,  which  speaic  of  PitTslield  Circuit.  It  was  embraced  in  what  was 
then  know]]  as  the  Albaiiy  District,  witli  the  ctdebrated  Freeborn  Garrett- 
son  as  presidina'  eld'jr.  Dui'ing  this  time  some  t\vo  hundred  persons  liad 
been  converted  in  tli^  Albany  District,  which  tlien  inclnded  the  nortiiera 
part  of  ii'erlvsliire  coiinty.  It  is  quite  prol^able  tiiat  previous  to  this  the 
old  itint-rants  had  visired  the  same  rteighb(n'houd  in  some  of  their  preach- 
ing excursions,  from  adjacent  circuits,  sucli  as  Dutchess,  Cambridge,  or 
Stockbridge  Circuits,  out  of  which  tlie  nucleus  of  the  Pittstield  Circuit 
was  formed. 

But  it  is  Inirdly  probably  that  any  considera'ole  body  of  Methodists 
had  entered  Adams  as  early  as  1784,  as  mentioned  in  A'eouianbs  history, 
for  at  thar  date  tliere  were  but  sixty  ]\[ethodists  in  New  York  reporr.-rl, 
UTid  this  was  six  years  before  Jesse  Lee,  the  apostle  of  Methodism  in 
New  England,  blew  the  Gospel  trumpet  beneath  the  shade  of  the  ''Old 
Elm"  on  Boston  Common. 

At  the  conference  in  179G,  the  eccentric  Lorenzo  Dow,  who  became 
noted  tliroiighout  the  iiation,  offered  himself  for  admission  into  tlie 
travelling  connection,  but  his  aj^plication  vv'as  declined.  *' He  lingered 
about  the  place  during  the  session,  weeping  sincere  tears."  "  I  took  no 
food,"  he  says,  *'for  thirty  six  hours  afterward."  In  170S,  however, 
Dow  was  admitted  on  trial.  His  personal  appearance  is  thus  described 
by  his  psr^siding  elder.  He  is  tall,"  v/rites  Colvert,  of  a  very  slender 
form  :  his  countenance  is  serene,  solemn  but  not  dejected,  and  his  words, 
or  rather  God's  words  delivered  by  him,  cut  like  a  sword."  Such  was  th^ 
man  w^lio,  sometime  between  the  years  1799  and  when  he  was  trav- 

elling adjacent  circuits,  called,  as  evening  was  drawing  near,  at  the  hoir-e 
of  Jacob  Jenks,  in  the  town  of  Adams.  Having  refreshed  himself  and 
fed  his  horse,  he  told  Mr.  Jenks  tltat  he  desired  to  preach  in  his  house 
that  evening,  it  then  being  one  of  the  best  and  most  coinmodious  houses 
in  town.  Mr.  Jenks  objected,  but  Dow  insisted  upon  preaching  at  some 
house  in  the  neighborhood,  and  invited  his  host  to  go  and  liear  him. 
L'pon  this  Mr.  Jenks  withdrew  his  refusal,  and  the  meeting  was  held  at 
once  in  the  si^acious  kitchen,  where  many  subsequent  gatherings  assem- 
bled. As  a  result  of  tliese  meetings  a  revival  broke  out,  the  intelligence 
of  which  spread  far  and  near,  as  revivals  were  novelties  in  those  days. 
Among  others  who  were  converted  tli rough  tlu^  agency  of  tliese  meetings 
were  Jacob,  Jenks  au'l  wife,  Harris  and  Daiuel  Arnold,  James  Sly,  and 
Asabel  Ive^  and  his  wife. 

In  ISfVl  Fittstield  was  nmde  the  liead  of  a  district,  embra<uug  all  the 
territory  which  lies  from  the  Connerti(Uit  on  tiie  s(uith  to  the  Canada  iiin- 
north,  and  from  the  Gr^-en  to  the  A<liroiidack  ^b,)untains  ♦^ist  and  ue-^r, 
and  including  Cambridge,  Burlin.gton,  Plattsburg,  St.  Albans,  and  i';;ir 
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of  the  Tro}'  districts.  Adarns  appears  in  the  niiimtesas  a  circuit  in  18(^2, 
with  Samuel  Merwin  as  pi'eaclier  in  charge,  'i'here  v/ere  several  i)reaclj.- 
ing  places  within  the  l)Oiuids  of  the  circuit  besides  that  established  at 
Jacob  Jenks',  and  several  miles  apart.  One  of  these  appointments  v/as 
at  this  time  made  in  the  "Notch,"  chiefly  through  tlie  agency  of  the 
brothers  Harris  and  Daniel  Arnold,  and  the  first  meetings  wei'e  liekl  in 
Daniel  Arnold's  barn. 

The  services  most  highly  prized  and  earnestly  longed  for  in  those 
early  times  were  the  quarterly  meetings.  At  these  gatherings  members 
assembled  from  all  parts  of  the  ^:^xtensive  circuit,  which  reached  to  Pe- 
tei'sburg,  N.  Y.,  and  embraced  Xew  Ashford,  Williams  town,  and  many 
schoul  districts  scattered  through  the  intervening  territory.  These  meet- 
ings lasted  from  Saturday  morning  until  Sunday  afternoon.  The  services 
consisted  of  preaching,  quarterly  conference,  and  an  earnest  evening 
jirayer  meeting  on  Saturday.  Sabbath  morning  found  ^he  members  up 
bright  and  earh'  making  their  lodgings  resound,  with  songs  of  praise. 
Soon  came  the  morning  love  feast,  then  followed  the  presiding  elder  s 
sernuui,  usually  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  hours  long,  delivered  with 
great  earnestness  and  fire.  Then  came  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  whicli  carried  the  services  far  on  toward  Sunday  evening,  when 
the  C(;mpany  separated.  The  presence  of  so  many  i)eople,  from  remote 
sections  of  the  circuit,  gave  sco|)e  for  the  exhibition  of  a  primitive  and 
generous  hospitality.  Almost  invariably  every  bed  in  tlie  neighborhood 
of  the  place  of  meeting  was  appropriated  by  the  sisters,  while  the  breth- 
ren prepared  couches  upon  the  kitchen  floors,  of  blankets,  buffalo  robes, 
and  otlier  suitable  materials  near  at  hand. 

In  sustaining  these  meetings  Mr.  Harris  Arnold,  familiarly  known  as 
Father  Arnold,  bore  the  leading  part.    His  home  became  the  j)"eachers* 
home,  at  which  they  stayed,  during  their  visits  to  the  appointment  in  his 
neighborhood,  and  in  his  house  one  of  their  number.  Friend  Draper,  re 
sided  during  his  ministerial  term  upon  the  charge. 

From  1802  to  1824  Adams  continued  as  part  of  a  circuit  either  called 
by  its  own  name  or  by  that  of  Petersburg,  but  up  to  this  latter  date  there 
had  been  no  regular  preaching  in  the  village  of  North  Adams. 

3Iethodism  in  North  Adams.— '^ome  time  in  the  year  1823  Methodism 
had  its  introduction  into  the  village  of  North  Adams,  in  this  manner  : 
Mr.  Ebenezer  x\lden  moved  from  Pownal  to  North  Adams,  and  about  the 
same  time  a  young  man  named  Josiah  Hay  den  came  to  work  for  Captain 
Giles  Tinker  as  a  machinist.  These  two  w^ere  drawn  together,  and  in 
company  went  frequently'  to  the  meetings  at  the  Notch.  ]\[r.  Hayden 
soon  obtained  an  exhorter  s  license  and  started  a  meeting  at  the  iunise  of 
Father  Alden  on  Centei-  street.  The  result  was  a  revival,  tlie  conversion 
of  sixty-four  persons,  and  tiie  foundation  of  a  church.  In  this  work 
they  were  much  aided  by  a  young  jjreaciier  named  Elisha  Andrews,  who, 
passing  through  the  place 'm  his  way  to  the  seat  of  confe.rreu^'e,  and.  hear- 
ing of  the  good  wc)rk,  remained  with  them  several  days.   A  local  preaclun* 
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named  Lewis,  from  Petersbiirg,  X.  Y.,  who  liad  labored  witli  them  in  the 
revivnl,  formed  a  class  and  organized  the  society  in  proper  form.  xVmong 
tlie  original  members  were  Ebenezer  Aklen  and  vdfe,  Giles  Tinker  and 
wife,  Josiah  Ilayden,  Hart  Ives  and  wife,  and  Thomas  McClellan 
and  vrife. 

The  society  in  the  beginning  met  for  worsliip  in  varions  private  dwell- 
ings, at  the  school  house,  and  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Tinker,  then  located  on 
tlie  south  side  of  Main  street. 

In  the  summer  of  1824  the  society  purchased  a  lot  on  Center  street 
for  s30.  The  deed  is  dated  J  une  21st,  1S24.  They  also  bought  for  a  small 
sum  an  unfinished  frame  building,  which  stood  near  the  north  brancli  of 
the  Hoosac  River,  on  Lincoln  street  This  building  was  removed  to  the 
lot  prepared  for  it  and  temporarily  fitted  up.  The  floor  boards  were 
loose,  the  benches  were  without  backs  for  awhile,  and  four  years  elapsed 
ere  the  walls  were  plastered.  A  large  share  of  the  original  outlay  was 
borne  by  Mr.  Tinker.  The  original  trustees  were  Ebenezer  Aid  en.  Edward 
Holden,  Harris  Arnold,  Giles  Tinker,  and  Orson  Wells. 

For  the  years  1824  and  1825  Friend  Draper  was  preacher  in  charge  of 
the  circuit.  In  1826  Billy  Hibbard  was  appointed.  He  ^vas  a  memorable 
character,  notable  for  his  extraordinary  wdt,  his  devoted  life,  and  useful 
labors.  Hibbard  labored  in  the  church  about  lifty  years,  devctedh^ 
and  successfully. 

In  1827  John  Nixon  and  Nathaniel  Kellogg  were  the  preachers,  in 
1828  John  Nixon  and  H.  Fames,  and  in  1829  D.  Holmes  and  Russell  M. 
Little.  D.  Holmes  was  returned  in  1830  with  F.  G.  IIif)bard.  In  1831  J. 
M.  ^Yeaver  and  Edward  F.  Whiteside  traveled  the  circuit,  and  at  the  en- 
suing conference  of  1832  J.  M.  Moore  was  reappointed  w  ith  J.  G.  Barker 
as  associate.  At  this  session  of  the  New  York  Conference  in  1S32,  it  was 
divided.  Part  of  it  was  organized  into  the  Troy  Conference,  and  Adams 
was  included  in  the  Troy  District  of  the  new  conference,  with  which  it 
has  ever  since  been  connected.  In  the  year  1833  Adams  was  separated, 
from  Williamstown  as  a  charge,  and  Rev.  \Yright  Hazen  V\'as  appointed 
preacher,  and  remained  tw^o  years.  He  was  succeeded,  in  1835,  by  Free- 
born Garrettson  Hibbard,  who  became  distinguished  not  only  as  a  preach- 
er but  as  an  author.  It  was  during  his  pastorate  that  the  Sunday  school 
of  the  church  was  organized  mainly  througli  the  persistent  efforts  of 
Mrs.  Hibbard  and  Mrs,  Harvey  Arnold,  who  made  a  personal  canvass  of 
the  village  to  secure  scholars.  About  the  same  time  a  choir  was  organ- 
ized under  the  leadership  (^f  J.  D.  Stewart.  The  first  instrument  intro- 
duced as  an  accompaniment  was  a  bass  viol,  to  which  were  added  a  llute, 
a  clarionet,  and  a  violin,  to  the  great  disgust  of  the  presiding  elder.  In 
183G-7  Joseph  Fames  and  R.  AYestcott  were  the  preachers.  Orrin  Pier 
preached  from  1838  to  1840,  and  Rev.  Luman  A.  Saniord  was  api)ninted 
to  the  circuit  in  1841,  and  served  the  full  term  of  two  years.  During  the 
year  1842  the  second  church  edifice  was  projected  and  pjirtially  built. 
They  sold  their  old  building  on  Center  street  to  the  Roman  CVitholics, 
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-^vho,  after  rising  it  for  some  year^i,  sold  ir  to  tlie  Freiicli  Catholics,  wlio, 
in  their  turn,  sold  it  to  be  nsed  as  a  livery  stable. 

The  society  then  purcliasud  the  lot  where  their  present  church  now 
stands  and  began  to  build  upon  it,  and  in  the  year  1843  it  was  conipleied 
and  dedicated  by  Eev.  John  B.  Stration,  tlie  presiding  elder.  The  build- 
ing coninritte':^  were  Ilai  vt^y  Arjiold  and  Larunna  Bliss,  but  the  society 
wei'e  indebted  to  Mr.  Haj  ris  Arnold  more  deeply  than  to  any  other.  The 
building  cost  84,000,  and  was  called  tlie  handsomest  church  edifice  then 
in  town, 

Kev.  Timothy  Benedict  preached  from  1843  to  1845,  and  Peter  F. 
narrower  from  1845  to  1847.  Tliomas  W.  Pearson  occupied  the  post 
from  1847  to  1840.  North  Adams  had  hitherto  been  part  of  a  circuit,  but 
it  was  now  organized  into  a  station.  The  names  of  the  pastors  are  as 
follows:  1840  to  1851,  Tlujmas  Dodson  ;  18ol  to  1853,  Eev.  William  P. 
Gray  ;  1853  to  1855,  Peter  Stover  ;  1855  to  1857,  Samuel  Meredith  ;  1857 
to  1850,  Pev.  15.  0.  Meeker  ;  1850  to  1861  th«  beloved  and  lamented  Eg- 
bert H.  Foster,  who  dind  Febr  uary  14th,  1861,  in  his  thirty-eighth  year. 
Chester  F.  Bui'dick  pi-eached  for  a  short  time  ;  Rev.  A.  J.  Jutkins  until 
1863.  Rev.  R.  J.  Wade  remained  one  year,  and  Sherman  M.  Merrill 
preached  from  1864  to  1867  inclusive.  The  centennial  services  of  the  de- 
nomination were  held  in  1866,  and  the  address  was  delivered  by  William 
R.  Brown,  of  Pittsfield.  ^^'illiam  H.  Meeker  was  pastor  until  1860, 
Richard  ^Meredith  remained  one  year,  and  T.  A.  Griffin  was  appointed 
pastor  in  1870.  The  winter  of  1870-71  witnessed  a  revival  in  the  church 
which  resulted  in  nearly  sixty  conversions. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  official  board,  held  October  0th,  1871,  Harvey 
Arnold  proposed  to  the  board  that  he  would  give  §30,000  for  himself  and 
family  toward  the  erection  of  a  new  church  ediiice,  to  cost  not  less  than 
850,000,  or  in  proportion  of  three  to  every  two  dollars  given  by  all  others 
toward  the  same  object  above  that  sum.  This  X)ropositi<:)n  was  at  once 
accepted;  and  the  action  of  the  board  was  ratihed  at  a  public  meeting  of 
the  church  and  congregation,  held  on  tlie  Monday  evening  following. 
The  following  building  committee  were  elected  :  Harvey  Arnold,  presi- 
dent ;  R.  G.  Walden,  Henry  A.  Tower,  Eli  J .  Clark,  E.  H.  Arnohi,  L.  C. 
Rand,  and  Benjamin  G.  Olds.  Plans  and  specifications  were  furnished 
by  Cummiiigs  &  Burt,  of  Troy,  X.  Y.,  and  the  building  contract  was 
awarded  to  J.  Simmons  &  Son,  of  Philmont,  N.  Y.  The  church  was 
completed  in  the  autumn  of  1873  at  a  cost  of  about  860,000.  The  audi- 
ence room  with  the  gallery  will  seat  1,400  people.  It  was  formally  dedi- 
cated on  Tuesday,  Decend)er  20th,  1873.  Two  former  pastors,  Rev.  J.  A. 
Griffin  and  Rev,  S.  .Mereditli,  were  present  and  took  pari  in  the  exercises. 
The  formal  prf'S^ntation  of  the  church  for  iknlication  was  mad*^  by  Harvey 
Arnold.    The  dediciitory  sermon  was  preached  by  Bisliop  Janes. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Farrar  was  appointed  in  1874  and  occupied  the  piilpit 
for  three  years.  Rev.  H.  C.  Sexton  succeeded  liim  and  reauiined  a  si)i>rt 
time.    Rev.  J.  W.  Eaton  preaclied  for  tliree  years  ;  Rev.  S.  M.  Laiigltiin 
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a  short  time  ;  Kev.  Dr.  Samuel  lyicKeaii  preached  for  three  years  arid  Avas 
succeeded  in  18S4  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Thonipsorr  The  present  membership 
is  u])\vai'd  of  050,  wliich  is  a  larger  number  than  any  other  clinrch  of  the 
same  denomintition  in  rlie  county,  except  the  one  in  Pittsilehl. 

UiilvcrsaUsl  Ohurcli. — The  first  Universalist  society  in  North  Ad.ams 
Avas  (u  o'aiii/e^d  in  tlie  year  1842,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  William  Wil- 
cox, formeriy  of  Yernaont.  There  had  been  occasional  preaching  prior 
to  1840.  In  that  year  Rev.  Mr.  Eeckwith  pi-eached  every  few  weeks  in 
the  rhird  story  of  Arcade  Hall.  During  the  years  1841  and  1842  Rev. 
Mr.  ^^'jk'C)X  preaclied,  and  in  1843  Ste[)hen  B.  Brown  purchased  for  the 
use  of  the  society  the  building  on  Center  street  used  by  the  Methodists 
as  a  church,  for  tlie  sum  of  6-l')<^.  The  first  settled  minister  was  Rev. 
Hiram  Torrey,  who  remained  during  the  years  1843  and  1841.  Rev.  J. 
D.  Mandell  preached  in  1845  and  1840,  Rev.  Charles  C.  Hughes  in  1847 
and  1848,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Peck  x:) reached  occasionally  after  Mr.  Hughes' 
departure  until  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Zenas  Cook,  in  1849,  who  remained 
until  1851. 

About  this  time  the  society  not  having  taken  a  proper  deed  of  the 
property  on  Center  street  it  was  taken  by  the  creditors  of  Stephen  B. 
Brown.  The  society  were  not  discouraged,  liowever,  but  in  1851  X3ur- 
chased  of  S.  W.  Bray  ton,  at  a  cost  of  8900,  the  lot  on  State  street  which 
forms  the  present  site  of  their  church,  and  erected  upon  it  the 
building  they  now  occupy.  It  contains  seventy  slips  and  vvdll  seat  five 
hundred  persons.  The  building  was  dedicated  January  1st,  1852,  and 
Rev.  O.  D.  Miller  was  installed  pastor.  He  remained  until  1850  when 
Rev.  William  H.  Waggoner  was  installed  as  his  successor. 

Congrefjailonal  Clturcli.,  North  Adams. — Although  the  first  meeting 
house  was  built  of  logs  in  1700  by  settlers  whose  religious  preferences 
were  Congregational,  it  was  probabh^  not  until  the  year  1770  that  tiiey 
assumed  the  form  of  a  Congregational  churcli  and  society.  Tlie  first  and 
only  pastor  was  Rev.  Samuel  Todd,  who  Avas  settled  in  the  autumn  of 
1770,  and  was  dismissed  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  afterward.  The 
early  settlers  disposed  of  their  lands  to  purchasers  from  Rhode  Island, 
many  of  whom  were  Quakers  ;  and  the  population  thus  becoming  clianged 
the  Congregational  interest  died  out.  The  records  of  this  early  church 
are  lost  and  the  i^articulars  of  its  history  cannot  now  be  known.  For  a 
period  of  fifty  years  or  more  there  was  very  little  Congregational  preach- 
ing in  town  and  comparatively  little  attention  was  paid  to  preaching  of 
any  kind. 

About  the  year  1825  or  1820  John  W.  Yeomans,  then  a  tutor  in  AV'il- 
liams  College,  began  to  preach  in  jSortli  Adams,  at  fir-^t  oc(\isio!^;i]ly  and 
then  regularly,  in  a  scIumjI  house  on  the  corner  of  ^^itiin  and  Eagle  streets, 
and  a  small  band  of  hearers  became  attached  to  liim  as  a  congregation. 
This  little  company  soon  resolved  to  on':anize  a  chu!'ch,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose an  eccli'siastical  couucil  assei\dded  on  the  10th  of  A]M'il,  K^27. 
There  were  twenty-two  original  memi)ers,  seven  males  atui  iifteeii  fciuales. 
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Of  these  sixteen  were  from  the  Congregational  church  in  AVilliainstowii, 
and  six  unired  on  profession  of  their  faith.    The  public  exercises  were 
hehl  in  tlie  Baptist  meeting  honse,  the  use  of  which  wa'^  granted  for  th.e 
occasion,  and  the  sermon  was  preached  b}'  Eev.  E.  I).  Gr-iffin,  D.  D..  of 
AYilliams  College.    Eli  Xortham  and  Artemas  Crittenden  were  elected 
and  ordained  as  deacons.    On  the  29th  of  Septem])er,  1827,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  superintend  the  building  of  a  church  edifice,  and  on 
the  5th  of  September,  1S2S,  a  unanimous  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Jolin 
W.  Yeomans  to  become  tlie  pastor  of  the  church.    The  call  was  accepted 
and  Mr.  Yeomans  was  ordained  and  installed  on  ihe  12th  of  Nov^ember 
following.  The  new  meeting  house  was  dedicated  on  the  same  day.  Diir 
ing  Mr.  Yeoman's  ministry  the  church  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the 
church  in  Florida,  sharing  with  that  church  in  the  ministrations  of  the 
pastor  and  the  support  of  the  Gospel.    Mr.  Yeomans  was  a  person  of 
considerable  literary  attainments  ;  he  wrote  a  sketch  of  the  history  of 
the  town  of  Adams  which  was  published  in  1829  in  a  history  of  Berkshire 
county,  and  he  was  afterward  president  of  Lafayette  College,  in  Easton, 
Pennsyhania.    The  first  meeting  house,  erected  partly  by  the  assistance 
of  friends  of  religion  abroad,  was  built  of  brick,  on  Church  Hill,  oa  a 
site  opposite  the  Baptist  church.    The  building  was  sixty-five  by  forty 
feet;  with  full  gallery  ;  and  with  the  lot,  beii,  and  stoves,  cost  about 
$4,000.    The  society  received  assistance  for  a  time  from  the  Berksliire 
and  Massachusetts  ^Missionary  Societies,  in  supplying  the  desk.  The 
seats  in  the  meetinghouse  were  subjected  to  annuities  to  defray  expenses. 
Mr.  Yeomans  was  dismissed  February  16th,  1832  ;  Rev.  Caleb  B.  Tracy 
was  installed  pastor  July  10th,  1832,  and  was  dismissed  February  2'jth, 
1834;  Rev.  Alvah  Day  was  installed  pastor  Ma\-^  20th,  1835.  and  was  dis- 
missed  May  24rh,  1830;  Rev.  Ezekiel  Russell  was  installed  June  22d, 
1830,  and  was  dismissed  April  24th,  1839  ;  the  Rev.  Robert  Crawford 
was  installed  August  20th,  1840.    After  a  long  and  useful  pastorate  of 
fifteen  years  he  was  dismissed  September  28th,  1855.    During  his  minis- 
try the  church  membership  and  congregation  had  gradually  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  meeting  house  was  too  small,  and  in  1840  an  ad- 
dition of  eighteen  feet  was  made  to  the  rear,  which,  together  with  the 
land,  cost  8l,?00.    An  organ  was  also  put  in  at  a  cost  of  81,0'K).  and  a  bell 
weighing  700  pounds,  and  costing  8250.    The  church  edirice  was  eighty- 
three  by  forty  feet,  with  sixty-six  pews  below  and  twenty-six  above, 
and  would  seat  comfortably  five  hundred  persfuis.    The  whole  property 
was  valued  at  about  85,500.     Rev.  Albert  Paine  succeeded  Mr.  Craw- 
ford and  was  installed  December  3d,   1850,  and  was  dismissed  \\)v\\ 
21st,  1802;  Rev.  W.  Henry  McGifiert  was  installed  May  13th,  1S03,  and 
was  dismissed  March  1st,  1865.    Durijig  his  ministry,  on  the  2(>th  of 
July,  1803,  at  a  i)arish  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  bnild  a  new  cliurch. 
Sylvander  Johnson,  William  S.  Biackinton,  A.  P.  Bntler,  J<>«d  l)acon, 
and  James  Hunter  were  selected  a  building  c<"jnunittee.    I'he  edifice  v\as 
built  of  brick  and  occupies  the  ground  where  the  old  one  stot)d.  The 


chureli  ]tro])er  is  eighty-eiaht  feet  long  by  sixty-four  wide.  In  the  rear 
of  the  cluircli.  coninuiiiieatiug  with  it  l)y  an  enclosed  passage  way.  i^  a 
chapel  thirty-eight  b}'  fifty-two  feet,  and  an  infant  class  r<.»om  twenty- one 
by  fourteen  feet  opeiring  into  the  ciia])r'I  by  folding  doors.  The  corupr 
stone  was  laid  October  Gth,  1863,  and  the  chnrch  was  dedicated  Septe!nl>er 
6th,  I860.  A  l^ell  weigliing  o,12o  pon^ids,  and  costing  over  83,000.  bangs 
in  the  tower  of  tlie  cliurch — the  gift  of  Mr.  Samuel  J.  VV"^hitton.  of  Cole- 
raine.    The  cost  of  the  building  was  about  s33,000. 

After  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  McGifferi  the  pulpit  was  occupied  by 
Eev.  Addison  Builard  until  April  1st,  1866,  when  Ilev.  Washington 
Gladden  was  engaged  to  supply  it  for  one  year.  On  tlie  2Sih  of  Febru- 
ary, 1867,  he  accepted  an  unanimous  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  church. 
Mr.  C-fladden  is  well  known  as  an  able  preacher  and  a  man  of  consider- 
able literary  attainnnents.  He  remained  until  1871,  when  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  position  of  one  of  the  editors  of  the  '^Neio  York  Independtnty 
He  has  vrrit ten  several  books,  among  tliern  VH?ing  "Froui  the  Hub  to  the 
Hudson.''  He  has  also  l)een  for  several  years  a  contributor  to  the  Coi- 
tury-'  and  other  notal^le  periodicals.  Rev.  Lewellyn  Pratt  preacfied 
from  1871  to  1876.  He  was  afterward  professor  of  rhetoric  in  Williams 
College,  and  then  professor  of  theology  in  the  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1877.  a  semi-centennial  celebration  v/as  held  in 
the  Congregational  chnrch,  at  which  a  memorial  sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  Levrellyn  Pralt  in  the  morning,  and  a  reminiscence  meeting  was 
held  in  the  afternoon. 

December  11th,  1877,  Rev.  Theodore  J.  Munger  was  installed  as  r-as- 
tor,  and  he  has  filled  that  position  since  that  time.  The  installar i^)n 
sermon  was  preached  by  Xoah  Porter,  1)  D.,  of  Yale  College.  ^Ir.  ?dun- 
ger  belongs  in  the  front  rank  of  American  preachers  ;  his  style  is  remark- 
able for  its  clearness,  beauty,  and  strength.  He  has  written  several  b^^oks 
which  have  attracted  wide  attention  in  the  United  States  and  in  Enuhind; 
notably  ^^On  the  Threshold,;'  and  '^The  Freedom  of  Faith." 

Episcopal  Churches. — The  following  is  a  transcript  from  thi^  r.\j:i-ter 
of  official  acts  of  the  Rev.  Gideon  Bostvvdck,  rector  of  St.  Jani^--". -  -^reat 
Harrington,  and  missionary  of  the  English  S':>ciery  for  the  Propagati-m  '>f 
the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  from  June,  1770,  to  Jnne,  1703. 

"  1783.  Adam>,  Ocloh'r  2.  Bapiized  Jo^iah,  S.iai'i,  Elisha  and  Miry,  -vjr,^  and 
d'r  of  Elias  Jones  and  Elizabeth  his  wife.  Israel,  Daniel  and  Charles,  sons  o\  Praei 
Jones  and  AHthea  his  wife. 

"  This  is  the  first  service  of  this  church  known  to  us.  It  occurred  in  the  year  of 
peace,  1783,  certainly  a  good  on-ien.  for  her  future. 

*' The  same  clergyman  officiated  wi'h  such  frequency  as  he  could  at  Lanes- 
borough  and  Williamstown.  At  the' former  die  rn')tiier  parish  of  this  part  of  r>erk- 
shire  was  founded,  and  at  the  latter  the  presence  of  near  relatives  was  an  attraction. 

"  St.  John's,  North  Adanis,  and  bl.  .\[ark'<,  .Vdams,  owe  liieir  lurth  t'ncrctore  to 
Lanesborough  and  Williamstown  lyin.g  on  cither  side  ot  t'nem. 
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"  The  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Shaw,  D.D.,  rector  of  St.  Luke's,  Lanesboroiigh,  for  many 
years,  cared  for  such  members  of  this  Church  as  resided  in  this  town.  His  recorded 
acts  extend  fronj  1831  to  1861  and  comprise  baptisms,  marriic^es,  and  funerals. 

"In  June  1855  Shaw  and  Rev.  R.  J.  Parvin,  of  Pittsfield,  held  a  service  in 
the  Methodist  cluirch,  North.  .Adams.  They  then  requested  a  young  \Vii!iams  College 
student  (now  the  Rev.  A\'illiam  Tatlock,  D.  D.,  of  Connecticut)  to  canvass  the  place 
for  pledges  of  support  for  a  missionary.  The  immediate  result  was.  that  several 
people  drove  over  during  th.e  summer  to  the  Sunday  afternoon  services  whicii  Mr, 
Tatlock  was  then  liolding  in  \Vil!ial^l^town,  and  in  September  asked  him.  to  hold  a 
service  in  North  .Adams.  He  did  so,  in  the  U niversalist  Church,  and  had  a  congre- 
gation of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  This  service  was  regularly  main- 
tained until  December  bv  Mr.  Tatlock. 

"On  the  evening  of  ]3ecember  nth,  1855,  a  meeting  was  held  and  a  parish  or- 
ganized. Rev  Wm.  M.  Willian  was  appointed  to  take  charge  by  the  Diocesan  Board 
of  Missions.    The  name  of  St.  John's  parisli  was  chosen  and  adopted. 

"  The  first  officers  were  as  follows:  Rector,  Pv.ev.  William  M.  Willian;  senior  war- 
den, General  Andrew  A.  Fcichmond;  junior  warden,  Wm.  P.  Brayton;  vestrymen, 
J.  O.  Tucker,  Rob't  N.  Willian,  Wrn.  Tatlock,  G.  W.  Adams,  William  W.  Pratt  and 
John  Lid  ford. 

After  a  time  the  services  were  held  in  '  Harmony  Hall '  instead  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church.  The  first  Church  l)uilding  was  of  wood,  erected  at  a  cost  of  ^2,goo. 
The  present  edifice  was  built  on  the  same  site,  being  completed  and  consecrated  in 
1S69.  It  was  the  personal  offering  of  Mrs.  tliram  Sibley  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  but 
formerly  of  North  Adams. 

"  Separate  services  were  held  in  the  Methodist  church,  Adams,  '60-62,  by  Rev. 
Wm.  Tatlock,  who  had  meanwhile  been  ordained,  and  became  rector  of  St.  John's, 
North  Adams.  Subsequently  a  parish  v/as  organized  there  by  Rev.  Robert  Weeks 
under  the  name  of  St.  Mark's. 

"  For  years  the  faithful  little  band  who  constituted  St.  Mark's  sojourned  in  a 
hired  upper  room.  In  18S3  their  present  beautiful  church  was  completed  and  occu- 
pied, since  which  the  parish  has  grown  apace.  For  the  most  part  the  same  rector 
has  served  the  two  [)arishes  at  the  north  and  south  villages  respectively. — Now  each 
has  sufficient  strength  and  work  to  employ  separate  clergymen.  WilliamstO'vn  like- 
wise has  its  own  pastor,  so  that  there  are  three  clergymen  in  1SS5,  each  with  his  proper 
work,  where  thirt}-  years  ago  one  young  layman,  an  under  graduate  of  Williams  Col- 
lege, was  sowing  the  seed  wiih  such  aid  as  the  rectors  of  Lanesborough  and  Pittstield 
could  extend." 

T/i€  JRoman  CafJioJics. — Several  Iri.sh  families  .settled  in  North  Adams 
as  early  as  1825,  but  they  held  no  organized  religions  services  until  18-iS, 
\vhen  Father  Edward  Cavauaugh,  then  pastor  in  Pittstield,  established  a 
mission  in  that  town,  and  said  mass  once  in  three  montlis  in  some  of  the 
Irish  houses.  The  first  mass  was  celebrated  in  the  hoii>^e  of  Micha^T  Uyan. 
in  the  Union."  The  Roman  Catholics  tlieu  numbered  about  twenty 
families.  Father  Patrick  Cuddihy  sncceedod  Father  Cavaiuiugh  as  pas- 
tor in  Pitt.^jield.  and  attended  tiip  mission  in  ^^ortli  Adams.  The  tirsr 
church  was  built  on  Center  street  ai>out  this  time.  Father  Edward  IL 
Pureed -^ncceeled  Fatlier  Cuddihy  in  i^ip,  and  F'arlier  ririi'lt^s  Lynch 
was  appointed  his  a<;sistant  in  the  ^ame  y^^ar.    In  b'>>  than  t\v.>  years  the 
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Konimi  Catliolic  popularioii  had  so  increased  that  Father  L^nich  was  ap- 
pointed pastor  in  North  Adains  with  njissions  in  Sontli  Adams, AVilliants- 
town,  aiid  at  tlie  east  end  of  tlie  Hoosac  Tunnel.  From  Xovenibei-,  iSG'2, 
nnril  18>^3  Fatlier  Lyncii  labored  assidur/iisly  for  the  iloek  intrusted  to 
his  care.  He  bought  a  lot  of  hmd  on  Eagle  street  and  began  the  present 
churcli  edi/ice  in  1804.  The  coi-ner  stone  wns  Laid  in  the  summer  of  1867, 
and  tlie  church  was  completed  and  dedicated  in  July,  1869.  In  the  mean- 
time, seeing  the  need  of  ]n'oviding  for  tlie  other  parts  of  his  parish,  he 
bought  the  old  brick  Iniilding  on  College  Hill  in  Williamstown  and 
luad  it  rejjaired  and  consecrated  for  a  church.  He  th'^n  bough r  the  old 
Congreaational  church  in  South  Adams,  moved  it  to  its  present  site,  had 
it  enlarged,  rt^nodeled,  and  dedicated  in  1870.  At  the  east  end  of  the 
tunnel  and  at  the  central  sliaft  halls  were  procured  and  mass  was  cele- 
brated once  a  month. 

A  few  years  afterward,  as  Father  Lynch  saw  the  debt  of  the  church 
dimiidshiiig.  he  placed  in  the  tower  of  it  a  large  bell  and  a  set  of  chimes. 
In  this  he  was  lil)erally  assisted  by  the  manufacturers  and  citizens  of  N  orth 
Adyms,  one  manufacturing  company  contributing  over  eight  hundred 
dollars  for  that  purpose.  After  the  division  of  the  town  the  parish  v»^as 
divided,  and  Father  Lynch  had  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  his 
parishioners  that  their  church  was  out  of  debt.  He  then  determined  to 
])uild  a  scliool  and  convent,  and  with  that  intention  he  l^ouglit  a  uuich 
desired  lot  on  the  corner  of  Eagle  and  Union  streets  at  a  cost  of  816. 
He  tore  down  the  old  buildings  in  that  lot  and  built  a  large  x>^i'oehi:il 
residence  in  their  stead.  .  He  then  moved  the  old  parish  house  from 
Eagle  to  Union  street  and  built  the  St.  Francis  Institute  at  a  cost  of  about 
81'), 001).  This  building  contains  ten  school  rooms  ca])able  ot  accommo- 
datinix  six  hundred  children,  and  a  large  hall  on  the- first  floor.  Father 
Lynch  lived  to  see  this  hall  completed  and  hoped  to  enjoy  many  years 
of  rest  from  hard  labor  and  anxiety,  but  on  the  2Sth  of  May,  188:1,  he 
was  stricken  with  paralysis  while  pre})aring  to  say  mass  for  one  of  his 
deceased  parishionei-s.  He  lingered  but  two  days,  but  when  visited  rec- 
ognized tliose  who  visited  him.  He  was  fift}^- three  years  old  when  he 
died.  He  had  been  a  priest  for  twenty-six  years,  all  V)ut  five  of  wliich 
were  spent  in  North  Adams.  Father  Lynch  was  severe  in  his  denounce- 
ment of  crime,  but  was  kind  and  benevolent  in  the  treatment  of  his  peo- 
ple. He  was  cut  oil'  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  his  untimely  death  i^iustnl 
iiniveisal  regret.  He  was  succeeded  by  Father  Charles  E.  Burke.  The 
English  speaking  Rou'an  Catholic  population  in  North  Adams  now  nu?n- 
bers  about  3,.jO()  peoide. 

Father  E.  P.  McCort  took  charge  of  the  parisli  at  South  Adams 
September  12th,  187.*),  and  died  tliere  in  January.  188(h  During  hi^  |>as- 
torate  he  built  a  parochial  residence  at  a  cost  of  816,(H)().  He  was  .suc- 
ceeded by  Father  Denins  C.  .'>rorin. 

Bl  idhiid'on.  U  iJ<)iL  ^^-/t'Lvh.  -'Yhev^'  is  nn  orguii/.  vl  clnu'i-h  in  r>!;e"k- 
intoii,  but  for  more  than  f>)rty  \vdy>.  tiiere  has  been  reguhir  preaching 
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there,  held  at  liist  in  a  scliool  house  and  later  in  a  small  public  hall  pro- 
vided for  the  purpose  by  the  S.  Blackiiiton  Woolen  Company.  Pro- 
fessor John  Tatlock,  of  AVilliams  College,  preached  there  for  many  years 
and  was  succeeded  by  Professor  A.  L.  Perry  of  the  same  iustitutiou,  vvho 
occupied  the  pulpit  until  the  year  1875,  when  an  arrangement  was  n}ade 
witli  the  pastors  of  the  Baptist,  Methodist,  and  Congregational  cliurclies 
in  North  Adams,  by  wliicli  tliey  preach  in  Blackinton  in  turn.  In  1871 
tlio  congregation  having  become  too  large  for  the  public  hall  in  whicli 
they  met,  Sanford  Blackinron  built  and  presented  to  the  village  a  hand- 
sonie  church  building,  capable  of  seating  300  persons,  at  an  expense  of 
$10,000.  In  1879  he  presoited  the  church  with  a  fine  pipe  organ.  AYhile 
the  Christian  people  in  Blackinton  are  united  for  church  work  in  tiieir 
union  church  they  maintain  their  membership  mainly  with  the  churclies 
in  North  Adams. 

French  [B.  C.)  Congregation  of  North  Adams.— French  Cana- 
dian congregation  was  established  in  187().  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  P.  T. 
O'Reilly,  bishop  of  Springheld,  who  kindly  granted  the  permission 
asked  by  the  numerous  French  families  in  North  Adams,  of  having  a 
pastor  of  their  own  nationality.  Up  to  that  time  the  French  had  wor- 
shipped witli  the  Irish  Catholics  of  St.  Francis'  Church.  The  first  pastor 
of  the  French  church  was  Rev.  Cliarles  Crevier,  of  the  diocese  of  Mont- 
real. He  took  charge  of  the  congregation  in  January,  1871.  At  that 
time  there  were  '2o0  French  families  in  North  Adams,  and  as  there 
w^ere  about  100  French  families  also  in  South  Adams,  Father  Crevier  found 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  large  congregation  and  mission. 

In  1871,  there  being  no  French  church,  the  peoj^le  rented  the  old  Irish 
chapel  on  Center  street.  After  four  years  this  cliapel  w^as  abandoned 
for  the  basement  of  a  new  church,  \a  liich  the  congregation  had  com- 
menced building  in  a  sighth'  place  on  East  Main  Street.  The  tirst  service 
attended  in  this  basement  vras  Decemer  25th,  1874. 

The  financial  crisis  of  1870  liaving  paralyzed  all  eiforts  made  to  finish 
the  church,  the  congregation  remained  with  a  debt  of  8"34,000.  This  debt 
was  gradually  reduced  to  88,000,  which  is  the  actual  amount  on  which 
the  church  pays  interest.  There  are  at  present  325  French  families  in 
North  Adams.  As  the  French  population  increased  rapidly  in  South 
Adams  a  new  parish  was  formed  there,  and  Father  Crevier  remained  with 
the  North  Adams  congregation. 

In  188]  a  French  benevolent  society  was  esrablished,  under  the  name 
of  St.  John  Baptist.  It  has  150  members.  This  so(uety  pays  85. oo  a 
week  to  any  of  its  members  disal)led  by  sickness. 

For  the  last  two  years  a  French  school  has  gathered  nearly  a  hundr^Hl 
pupils  who,  wdth  tiie  English,  learn  also  rlieir  mother  toim'ue. 

i\Iany  of  the  French  have  become  American  citizens  by  naturaliza- 
tion. Quite  a  numlter  have  become  p-roperty  holders,  and  they  are 
happy  to  loojv  u|.>on  N'>rth  Adi'.ins  as  a  home  fur  l h^Mu^elvr's  au-l  ilh'ir 
families. 
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SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1783,  it  was  ''voted  to  raise  the  sum  of 
three  pounds  for  the  support  of  a  grammar  school  for  the  year  ensuing."' 
On  tlie  17tli  of  August,  17S3,  the  same  amount  ^Yas  voted  for  a  grammar 
school  At  the  ^farch  meeting,  1785,  it  was  ''voted  that  £3  50  be  I'aised 
for  the  support  of  schooLs  in  this  town."  This  allowance  w\as  so  liberal 
'that  it  was  not  all  expended  ;  for,  at  a  town  meeting  April  3d,  17SG,  it 
was  "voted  that  tlie  money  granted  last  year  for  the  use  of  scliools  and 
not  laid  out  be  appropriated  to  the  same  use  this  year." 

The  question  of  school  districts  tlien  came  up  and  proved  a  stumb- 
ling block  for  many  years.  At  the  last  named  town  meeting  it  vras 
"voted  that  the  sele(Umen  and  assessors  of  the  town  divide  the  tovvu  into 
proper  districts."  But  they  evidently  paid  but  little  attention  to  this 
vote  for  on  the  13th  of  January,  1789,  nearly  three  years  afterward,  it 
was  "  voted  that  the  selectmen  divide  the  town  into  proper  districts." 
On  the  lltli  of  31ay,  1789,  a  committee  of  thirteen  wa*^  appointed  ''to 
advise  with  the  selectmen  upon  best  method  to  divide  the  town  into 
school  districts."  On  the  3d  of  May,  1790,  the  pooxde  getting  impatient 
at  the  slow  movements  of  so  large  a  body,  the  "  selectmen  and  committee 
apj)ointed  on  division  of  the  town  into  school  districts  were  instructed 
injuiediately  to  report." 

These  public  servants,  however,  construed  the  w^ord  "immediately" 
very  liberally,  as  no  record  is  made  of  any  report  until  the  9th  of  May. 
1791.  It  was  then  "voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  divide  the  town  into  school  districts  agreeable  to  their  plan."  At 
the  annual  towu  meeting  in  1791,  £100  were  "raised  for  the  support  of 
free  schools,"  to  be  paid  in  produce  at  certain  stipulated  x^rices,  and  ap- 
propriated according  to  the  number  of  children  in  each  district. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1793,  it  vras  "  voted  that  the  interest  of  the  rent 
or  sale  of  the  school  lands  in  this  town  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
schools  only."  Israel  Jones,  Elijah  Sprague,  and  Ephraim  Whivu^le 
were  aj^pointed  a  committee  to  investigate.  They  reported  nearly  £l,('-'»0 
due,  including  principal  and  interest.  On  the  13th  of  May,  1793,  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  consisting  of  Elijah  Sprague,  Humphrey  Tiiiany,  and 
Philip  Mason  were  appointed  "  to  prosecute  and  obtain  the  town's  x>rop- 
erty  in  lands  granted  to  the  original  prox^rietors  for  schools  and  ministe^ 
rial  purx^oses."  This  committee  was  disclmrged  August  *2'2d,  1794.  and 
another  was  appointed  October  3d,  1794.  It  seems  that  quite  a  suai  was 
realized  from  these  lands,  for  in  1829  the  scho(d  fund  anuKinted  to  84,547 
invested  in  lands,  which  yielded  an  annual  rent  of  about  $'270,  which  was 
distributed  among  the  districts  according  to  the  number  of  x^-^'sous  '>ver 
21  year^of  age.  The  school  fund  long  agv)  became  m:}rged  in  th<^  geu^-r- 
al  x^i'operty  of  the  town  ;  and  the  at)propriations  for  schools  are  now 
raised  by  direct  taxation. 

The'^school  i;oolvS  of  olden  times  were  poorly  adapH\l  for  youthful 
minds.    \Vebsttu''s  Spelling  Book,  the  third  part,  and  the  New  Testa- 
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meut  were  the  principal  reading  books.  These  books  were  so  scarce  and 
costly  that  rlie  jnipils  loaiK^d  theiu  to  each  other.  To  purcliase  tlieni  it  was 
necessary  ro  seiid  to  Willianistown  or  Pittstield.  The  Young  ^Nlan's 
C')in])andon was  tlie  first  aritninetic  in  whi<di  federal  ciiri'ency  was  u^ed. 
Tlie  earliest  mention  ol  federal  currency  in  the  town  records  was  in  1703, 
wlien  it  was  ^  oted  that  (lu^  collector  was  to 'be  paid  thtree  cents  on  the  ooh 
lar.  Prior  to  this  time,  in  Pike's  and  all  other  aritlinietics,  the  old  En- 
glish denoininations  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  were  used  and  all  ac- 
counts were  so  kept.  It  would  puzzle  a  Yankee  at  tlie  present  day  to 
reckon  interest  on  a  note  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  as  his  great- 
grandfather did. 

Even  as  late  as  1814  the  school  books  in  use  were  limited  in  number 
and  stilted  in  character.  There  were  some  excellent  reading  books  for 
high  schools,  but  w  holly  inappro^jriate  for  common  schools  ;  notably  the 
''Columbian  Orator,' '  and  the  ''American  Preceptor."  Many  of  the 
bouibastic  words  could  scarcely  be  pronounced,  much  less  understood  by 
the  pupils.  The  other  school  books  w^ere  "Moore's  Gfeography,"  "Fed- 
eral Currency,"  "  Pike's  Arithmetic,''  and  "  Murra3^'s  Grammar;"  the 
last  two  very  difficult  of  comprehension.  There  were  few  educated  teacli- 
ers.  The  study  of  grammar  was  regarded  as  a  waste  of  time,  and  arith- 
metic was  not  considered  a  necessary  accomplishment  for  young  ladies. 

Most  of  the  scholars  of  that  day  finished  their  schooling  at  the  age' 
of  eleven  or  fourteen  years.  Those  who  could  work  were  taken  from 
school  young.  The  male  teachers  received  from  eight  to  twelve  dollars 
per  month,  and  boarded  around  ;  and  for  such  pay  many  incompetent 
and  ill-natured  pedagogues  were  necessaiily  hired.  It  was  often  the  case 
that  the  teachers  lacked  either  the  mental  cpuilifications  for  imparting 
knowledge,  or  the  power  of  good  government,  or  the  general  disposition 
which  wins  tlie  respect  and  love  of  their  pupils.  There  were  many 
worthy  exceptions  ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  a  fact  that  corporal  punishment 
was  the  main  reliance  of  teachers,  even  of  tlie  gentle  sex  ;  and  instead  of 
black-boards,  "black  and  blue"  spots  abounded. 

The  schools  were  kept  by  men  about  three  months  in  the  winter,  and 
by  women  three  or  four  months  in  tlie  summer.  While  their  ancestors 
were  allowed  but  a  few  mouthfuls,  as  it  were,  of  education,  the  young 
people  of  to-day  can  enjoy  a  full  and  hearty  meal. 

The  town  of  Xorth  Adams  remained  one  school  district  until  1841. 

A  second  school  house  was  built  on  Center  street  about  18'2i5,  and 
another  at  the  Union,  oj^posite  the  tannery,  about  18ol.  A  school  house 
was  built  on  State  street  where  the  ILxjsar  Vdlh'i/  Xews'^  office  now" 
stands,  and  the  bri(;k  school  house  on  Cln.rsnut  street  was  built  in  1840. 

In  1841  the  town  of  Adams  was  divided  into  three  school  districts, — 
the  Eastern,  which  usnd  the  ohl  school  house  near  the  Piajnist  church; 
the  Centre  District;  and  the  Western  I>istrict,  for  which  t>ie  sclnnd 
house  on  State  street  was  l)uilt. 

In  the  south  village  the  character  of  the  schools  of  ah'out  thi>  linn? 
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Yv'as  much  tlie  sjirne  as  in  North  Adams.  They  were  all  ungraded  schools 
of  the  old  type,  in  which  the  common  branches  only  were  taught,  and 
those  but  poorly.  if  reading,  writing,  and  ciphering  could  be  taught, 
and  tliese  at  the  smallest  expense  to  the  community,  tlie  people  were 
content.  In  those  times  well  educated  and  efFi(uent  teachers  were  scarce. 
The  low  wages  oilVj-t'd,  ami  the  hards] lips  of  the  pedagogue  in  boarding 
around,  and  the  diiliculty  in  ju-operly  controling  pupils,  v/ho  could  find 
little  inducement  to  study  under  the  system  then  in  vogue,  did  not  tend 
to  call  many  cajud^le  persons  into  the  teachers'  profession. 

From  1835  to  1840  the  educational  interests  of  the  sontii  part  of  the 
town  wei'e  not  at  so  low  an  ebb  as  those  of  the  north.  This  was  chiefly 
due,  as  Gov.  ]higg>,  remarked,  to  the  fact  that  "a  spark  of  the  pilgrim 
Are  bad  dropped  there,"  referring  to  the  Robinson  families  andc  some 
others  of  the  same  stock,  who  had  settled  there  and  kindled  an  educa- 
tional flame.  But  while  the  public  schools  of  the  north  part  were  lan- 
guishing, two  private  schools  were  established,  which  tended  somiewhat 
to  supply  tlie  lack.  A  young  man  by  the  name  of  Eastman,  possessing 
means  and  a  philanthropic  spirit,  built  a  school  house  and  opened  a  pri- 
vate school  for  voung  ladies.  This  was  conducted  for  some  time  bv  a 
Miss  Amsden,  and  afterward  by  Mary  Emerson,  until  the  school  was  dis- 
continued through  lack  of  pecuniary  support.  A  boys'  school  was  opened, 
also,  in  a  building  where  tlie  Wilson  House  now  stands,  by  Mr.  Parsons, 
and  continued  till  the  building  of  the  old  Drury  Academy.  Nathan  Drury 
gave  8500  to  provide  chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus  for  Mr.  Par- 
son's school.  At  about  this  time  the  need  of  better  educational  facilities 
began  to  be  felt  and  discussed.  Dr.  E.  S.  Hawkes  and  Dr.  Isaac  Hodges 
interested  one  Nathan  Drury,  a  well  to  do  farmer  of  Florida,  in  the  pro- 
ject of  building  an  academy,  and  soon  afterward,  Mr.  Drury  having  been 
taken  fatally  ill,  shortly  before  his  death  he  made  a  will  wherein  the  sum 
of  83,000  was  becpieathed  and  left  in  trust  for  the  purpose  of  foiinding  a 
school  to  be  known  as 

Drvry  AccuJemy. — The  following  interesting  extract  from  the  will  is 
herewith  given  : 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  and  leave  in  trust  Three  Thousand  Dollars  to  erect  an 
Academy  in  the  village  of  North  Adams,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  to  be  called 
Drury  Academy,  and  T  constitute  and  appoint  Isaac  Hodges  to  select  a  suitable  piece 
of  ground,  buy  it  and  erect  a  suitable  building  of  Brick  or  Marble  for  said  Academy 
with  an  inscription  on  marble  in  some  suitable  place  of  my  name,  the  name  of  tlie 
Academy,  the  time  of  my  decease  and  such  other  inscription  as  he  may  think  proper, 
and  I  hereby  direct  my  executor  hereafter  named  to  pay  to  the  said  Hodges  the  fore- 
mentioned  sum  as  he  shall  want  to  use  it  to  buy  the  site  and  erect  said  building, 
which  is  to  be  built  within  three  years  after  my  decease.  Said  Hodges  shall  associate 
with  himself  twelve  persons  more  and  be  incorporated  or  apply  to  be  incorporated  as 
the  corporation  of  Drury  Academy,  and  if  incorporated  by  the  l  egislature  they  may 
make  By-Laws  to  govern  said  institution  as  they  shall  think  proper  :i'ad  ii  said  aoso- 
ciates  do  not  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation,  tiiey  may  make  By-I.aus  to  siovern 
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thtmsL^lves  and  when  said  corporation  or  association  shall  diniinisb.  below  the  num- 
ber of  thirteen  by  death  or  removal  from  the  county  they  shall  elect  members  to  till 
their  places  and  said  Academy  and  premises  sh.all  belong  to  tlie  association  or  cor 
poration  of  Drury  Academy  of  North  Adams  so  long  as  it  is  its<jd  for  the  instruction 
of  youth  in  the  different  branches  of  literature,  but  when  it  shall  be  neglected  to  be 
so  used  for  that  purpose  for  oiie  year  it  shall  become  the  property  of  my  heirs." 
Dated  Auj];ust  6th,  1S40. 

In  accordance  \villi  rlie  direclions  of  the  wilJ  Dr.  Hodges  selected  the 
following  gentlemen  as  the  board  of  trustees  :  Josiah  Q.  Robinson, 
Thomas  Tower.  Amasa  Bixby,  Eliliu  S,  Hawkes,  Thomas  Eobinson.  Wil- 
liam E.  Bray  ton,  Alpheus  Smith,  Edmond  B.  Penniman,  Sanford  Black- 
inton.  Harvey  Arnohl.  Stephen  B.  Brown,  and  Benjamin  Hiuhavvay. 

The  trustees  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
which  was  passed  March  17th,  lS4i,  and  Isaac  Hodges,  Tliomas  Robin- 
son, and  William  E.  Bray  ton,  their  associates  and  successors,  were  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  Drury  Academy. 

The  first  grounds  for  the  academy  were  procured  and  prepared  by 
Dr.  E.  S.  Hawkes.  A  sliarp  controversj^  arose  in  regard  to  the  location- 
some  ]n"eferring  the  low  land  somewhere  between  Main  street  and  the 
river — but  it  was  finally  decided  to  sec  the  l)eacon  on  the  hill.  To  afford 
pro[-)er  space  for  the  foundation  it  was  found  necessary  to  cut  down  tlie 
hill  seventeen  feet.  The  work  was  done  in  six  weeks  at  a  cost  of  $100. 
Thirteen  feet  below  the  surface,  under  the  summit,  was  found  a  tree 
about  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  imbedded  in  gniveh  showing  that  the  hill 
was  formed  by  a  njighty  rush  of  water  from  the  north,  bringing  all  kinds 
of  rocks  and  trees  with  it. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees,  February  15th,  1843,  Stephen 
Brown,  Alpheus  Smith,  and  Dr.  E.  S.  Hawkes  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  procure  a  suitable  teacher  to  take  charge  of  the  academy.  The 
committee  were  authorized  to  give  the  use  of  tlie  academy  and  sufficient 
lands  adjoining  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  school  to  the  teacher,  he  keep- 
ing the  same  in  repair,  and  the  academy  building  insured  to  the  amount 
of  82,000.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  code  of  by-laws  for  the 
regulation  and  government  of  the  academy.  April  11th,  1843,  the  fol- 
lowing by-laws  were  reported  by  the  committee  and  adopted  by  the 
board  of  trustees: 

"Art.  I.  The  government  of  the  seminary  is  to  be.  vested  in  the  principal 
teacher  for  the  time  being;  who  shall  have  ])ower  to  make  such  regulations  from  time 
to  time  as  he  shall  deem  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  students  under  his  charge, 
provided  such  regulations  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

"  Art.  2.  No  student  shall  be  received  into  the  institution  as  a  member  who  does 
not  sustain  a  good  moral  character;  and  tlie  Trustees  shall  be  judge  of  the  fact. 

"  Art.  3.  The  Trustees  shall  from  time  to  time  decide  upon  what  terms  students 
may  be  admitted,  the  duration  and  number  of  the  vacations,  etc.,  until  some  standing 
by-law  be  made. 

"  Art.  4.  Every  student  shall  attend  public  vvorship  on  the  Sabbath  unless  pre- 
viously excused,  and  shall  be  present  at  morning  and  evening  prayers  on  other  days. 
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Art.  5.  If  any  students  deface  or  injure  the  building  or  any  property  belonging 
to  the  institution  in  any  way,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  the  dauiage  or  such  a 
sum  as  shall  be  considered  proper  by  the  Board  o!"  Trustees, 

"Art.  6.  No  student  shall  leave  town  without  the  permission  of  the  principal  or 
his  or  her  parent  or  guardian. 

Art.  7.  There  shall  be  an  annual  public  examination  at  the  close  of  the  summer 
term.  And  there  shall  be  an  examination  at  the  close  of  each  of  the  other  terms. 
And  there  shall  be  an  exhibition  annually,  at  the  close  of  the  summer  term. 

AtX.  S.  The  principal  shall  keep  a  register  of  the  attendance,  scholarship,  and 
general  deportment  of  each  student  to  be  examined  by  the  trustees  or  the  parents 
and  guardians  of  the  pupils,  or  to  be  transmitted  to  them  if  necessary. 

"Art.  9.  All  the  property  of  the  corporation  to  be  in  charge  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  or  a  committee  of  their  body,  duly  chosen  for  tiiat 
purpose. 

*'  Art.  10.  There  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  annually  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  and  such  other  meetings  as  may  be  necessary,  which  may  be  called 
by  tlie  president  at  the  request  of  three  members  of  the  corporation  and  written 
notice  posted  up  at  some  public  place  in  the  village  by  the  president  shall  be  suf- 
ficient— not  less  than  seven  days  before  the  meeting. 

''Art.  II.  The  ofiicers  of  the  .corporation  shall  be  a  president,  treasurer,  and 
secretary;  the  two  former  shall  be  members  of  the  corporation  but  the  latter  may 
be  any  member  that  the  corporation  select. 

Art.  12.  The  corporators  shall  be  called  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Drury 
Academy. 

"Art.  13.  The  officers  above  named  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April. 

'  "Art.  14.  Any  trustee  of  said  board  may  resign  his  trust  at  any  annual  meeting 
thereof  and  the  board  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  ballot.  And 
when  any  vacancy  shall  happen  by  death  or  removal  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  in 
manner  aforesaid. 

"Art.  15.  The  By-Laws  may  be  altered,  added  to,  or  repealed  by  a  majority  of 
the  board  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  same;  provided  notice  of  such  intended 
change  be  given  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  tenth  article. 

"  Art.  16.  The  secretary  shall  record  the  By-Laws  together  with  the  act  of  in- 
corporation and  such  parts  of  the  will  of  Nathan  Drury  as  relate  to  the  legacy  for 
building  an  Academy,  and  all  other  documents  deem.ed  necessary  by  the  trustees  and 
shall  also  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  proceedings,  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
said  Board  of  Trustees. 

"Art.  17,  Not  less. than  seven  members  of  the  corporation  shall  make  a  quorum 
for  doing  business." 

The  first  academy  l)uilding  was  erected  in  1843.  It  \vas  built  of  brick 
with  marble  trimmings,  45  by  (30  feet,  with  two  stories  and  a  basement. 
On  the  first  Hoor  were  two  school  rooms.  In  the  second  story  were  one 
large  school  room  and  two  small  recitation  rooms.  It  was  a  plain  }"et 
eabstanciai  structure,  built  under  the  su])er vision  of  Or.  Ilodges,  who 
was  commended  by  the  trustees,  and  the  same  was  accei>ted  by  them  in 
trust  for  the  u^e  specified  in  the  will  of  Nathan  Prnry.  The  building 
was  now  complere'l,  and  Mrs.  Freelove  Drury,  widow  (jf  the  h'gatee.  pre- 
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sen  ted  a  bell  to  the  institut  ion,  anrl  Lyman  Thompson  was  eneiageO  as 
principal.  The  school  was  conducted  by  him  for  ei^ht  years,  and  at 
one  time  reached  a  laonbership  of  about  one  liuiidred. 

That  the  school  finally  fell  info  a  decline  under  his  charge  would  ap- 
pear from  a  record  of  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  under  date  of  April  lOth, 
1849.  **Dr.  Isaac  Hodges  said  that  he  wished  it  distinctly  understood 
that  it  was  his  opinion  that  tlie  school  could  never  recover  frojn  its  low 
and  declining  condition  without  a  cliange  of  principal.'' 

The  condition  and  prospects  of  the  scliool  were  so  discouragini:  to 
the  trustees,  that  at  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  i'9th  of  Octol^er, 
it  was  voted  "  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  to  advise  witli  Mr.  Thom|v 
son  and  the  town  school  conimirtee  in  relation  to  establishin.g  a  high 
school  in  connection  with  the  academy."  An  arrangement  to  this  end 
was  effected,  and  in  1851  a  free  high  school  was  first  establish^:^d  in  North 
Adams,  AVilliam  Pitt  Porter  succeeding  Mr.  Thompson,  and  remaining 
in  charge  until  the  fall  of  1854.  The  public  school  was  kept"  but  six 
months  each  year,  but  the  principal  often  rented  the  building  and  con- 
ducted a  ])rivate  school  for  the  balance  of  the  time.  It  was  voted  by  the 
trustees,  April  12th,  1853,  *'that  the  second  story  of  the  Academy  be 
rented  to  Mr.  Porter  for  three  months  for  $10  ;  also  to  allow  him  82.50 
for  the  repairs  he  has  made."  Jarvis  Rockwell  succeeded  Mr.  Porter  in 
the  fall  of  1854,  and  taught  two  terms.  Then  Thomas  Gornmn  taught 
two  terms.  In  1856  the  school  passed  under  the  charge  of  Frank  Shep^ 
aid,  who  taught  witli  a  fair  measure  of  success  for  about  three  years. 
Other  teachers  who  taught  for  one  or  two  terms  vrere  :  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr. 
Williams,  Hoxey  Hall,  and  F.  P.  Brown.  In  the  spring  of  ISt'io  A.  D. 
Miner  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  school,  and 'he  has  continued  to  the 
present,  a  i3eriod  of  tv/enty  years. 

On  the  27th  of  Septeuiber,  1847.  the  first  examining  committee  was 
chosen,  consisting  of  James  E.  Marshall,  Ezra  I).  Whitaker,  and  Benja- 
min Hathaway.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  examine,  fvoui  time 
to  time,  into  the  condition  of  the  school,  and  to  advise  with  the  teacher 
in  regard  to  the  management  thereof;  also  to  confer  with  the  principal  in 
regard  to  the  hiring  of  assistant  teachers. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  18G6,  it  was  unanimously  voted  by  the  trustees 
to  let  to  the  tovrn  of  Adams,  for  a  term  of  years  (ninety- nine  years  being 
the  time  in  the  lease)  the  academy  property,  the  Drury  Academy  and  lot, 
the  right  and  privilege  of  taking  down  the  old  building  and  ot*  grading 
the  lot  for  the  erection  thereon  by  the  town  of  a  better  building  for  school 
purposes. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1867,  it  was  voted  to  pay  all  debts  stamling 
against  the  institution,  and  pass  over  the  balance  of  the  funds  of  tlie 
corporation  to  the  btiilding  committee  of  ttu>  town  of  Adams  for  the 
purchase  of  a  town  clock  for  the  new  building. 

The  town  of  -Vdams  having  voted  aprrojtriations  aiid.  jq-pviinted  a 
•     building  committee,  the  old  Druiy  Academy  building  wa.>5  takeji  down 
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in  the  spring  of  lSf>7,  and  the  Iiill  again  cut  down  seventeen  feet,  and 
the  present  tine  edihce  ei'ecred  at  a  cost  of  about  800,000.  Messrs.  Harvey 
Arnold,  R.  H.  Wells,  J.  B.  Jackson,  A.  \V.  Richardson,  William  Mar- 
tin, and  A.  V.  Butler  constitaled  the  building  conunitree.  F.  W.  Crnn- 
mings  was  the  aj  clntect,  and  Henry  Pierce  and  S.  H.  Horton  the  builders. 
The  bn.ilding  was  constructed  <>f  bjirk,  with  l^rown  freestone  trinimings, 
60  by  SO  feet,  four  stories  Idgh,  slate-roofed,  witli  a  cupola  for  the  town 
clock.  An  annex  of  tliree  stories  has  since  been  built,  at  a  cost  of  %V2,- 
000,  with  special  reference  to  accommodating  the  high  scliool.  The  en- 
tire structure  contains  twenty  school  rooms,  a  hii^ge  hail,  an  oihce  for  tlin 
superintendent  of  schools,  chemical  laboratory,  basements,  v/ith  ample 
play  rooms  with  cetnent  floors,  and  it  is  heated  throughout  by  steam.  It 
will  well  accommodate  1,000  pupils.  In  one  of  the  halls  is  a  marble  slab, 
containing  the  following  inscription  : 

DRURY  ACADEMY. 

*'  Nathan  Drury  Esq.,  the  benevolent 

Founder  of  this  in.^^titution  was  born  at  Temple,  N.  H., 
March  2c,  1773:  died  at  Florida,  Mass.,  Aug.  6, 
1840.    In  his  last  will  he  left  a  generous  bequest 
to  erect  this  edifice,  which  was  completed  June,  1843, 
to  be  occupied  for  the  Education  of  youth  and 
when  it  shall  cease  to  be  so  occupied  for  one  year  it 
shall  revert  to  the  heirs  of  the  donors. 

Die  est  benefacere. 
The  original  Building  was  taken  down  and 
the  present  Edifice  erected  by  the  town  of  Adams 
for  public  schools,  A.  D.,  1S67." 

By  the  above  inscription  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  academy  build- 
ing stood  for  a  period  of  24  years.  Duiing  this  time  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  was  ever  any  well  defined  systematic  course  of  study  for  the 
school,  or  any  formal  graduation  of  pupils  from  the  institution.  Xeither 
t.  es  it  appear  that  any  person  was  ever  fitted  for  college  in  the  school,  at 
lec.  t  any  person  who  completed  successfully  a  college  course.  With  one 
or  \  'o  exceptions  there  were  frequent  changes  of  principals,  and.  ajv 
pareiidy  very  little  local  pride  in  the  success  of  the  institution.  In  1864-.") 
the  school  had  reached  an  exceedingly  low  ebb,  as  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  a  report  of  A.  I).  ^liner,  who  became  principal  ot 
Drury  Academy  in  the  spring  of  1S65  : 

"On  assuming  the  charge  of  the  old  Drury  Academy  twelve  years  ago,  I  tound 
it  in  a  languishing  condition.  The  term  opened  with  only  about  thirty  pupils.  Hut 
few  essayed  the  higher  English;  none  the  classics.  There  had  been  no  systematic 
attempt  at  grading.  The  discipline  of  the  schools  was  in  keepin^;.  A  spirit  of  l.iw- 
lessness  was  rife,  as  seen  in  br()ken  glass  and  door  p;inels.  The  school  proper>y 
seemed  given  over  to  the  lender  mercies  of  a  band  of  Modocs.  who  by  their  depre- 
dations had  Vk-ell-nigh  caused  the  sacred  tc'mple  of  knowledge  to  be  the  al^odf-  of  Oh* 
owl  and  the  bat.    My  first  impression  was  that  the  property  miglit  as  well  '  revert  to 
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tbe  heirs  of  the  donor,'  in  accordance  with  a  clause  of  the  bequest,  unless  a  chan.i^e 
could  be  effected.  What  I  have  said  of  the  academy  was  more  or  less  true  of  the 
other  schools  of  the  town.  In  a  word  they  all  ranked  among  the  poorest  of  the 
Commonwealth." 

In  the  school  report  for  the  year  1856-7  the  committee  say,  "  that  of 
the  towns  of  the  ^tato  there  are  317  whose  standard  of  average  attend- 
ance is  liiglier  than  that  of  Adams  and  only  seventeen  lower — that  there 
ai'e  273  towns  which  raise  a  greater  amount  in  proportion  to  their  valua- 
tion than  Adams  and  only  furtfj-flt'e  which  raise  less— that  there  are  3*20 
towns  which  raise  a  greater  amonnt  appropriated  to  eacli  child  and  only 
nine  v;hich  raise  ]e^s/'  The  committee  of  tliat  yeai' also  quote  figures  to 
show  that  only  about  two  thirds  of  the  children  of  school  age  availed^ 
thenjselves  of  the  benetit  of  the  schools  in  any  degree. 

In  the  school  report  of  ISoo-O  the  cominittee  lament  the  low  stand- 
ard of  admission  to  the  high  school,  and  say,  ''A  majority  of  the  scliol- 
ars  admitted  to  this  scliool  (I)rury  High  School)  would  have  learned  more 
in  a  good  district  school."  The  high  school  for  that  year  was  in  charge 
of  Thomas  Gorman,  of  the  Military  College  of  Norwich,  Yt.,  whom  the 
committee  speak  of  as  "  thorough  in  his  instruction  and  is  an  excellent 
disciplinarian,"  and  yet  during  the  six  months  of  his  service  no  less  than 
595  cases  of  tardiness  of  pupils  occurred  with  a  total  membership  of  fifty- 
three.  This  Avould  be  at  the  rate  of  about  900  for  onr  present  school 
year,  or  an  average  of  seventeen  cases  of  tardiness  to  each  pupil. 

In  the  report  for  1S57-8  the  committee  think  the  low  character  of  the 
schools  is  due  in  part  to  the  employment  of  too  young  and  incompetent 
teachers.  "  Their  great  olgect  seems  to  be  to  pass  away  the  time  and 
get  the  pay.  No  regard  seems  to  be  paid  to  the  advancement  of  the  pu- 
pils. Many  a  term  of  school  closes  without  any  nmrked  proficiency  on 
the  i)art  of  the  pnpils  except  in  the  arts  of  snowballing  and  coasting  in 
winter  and  building  inud-dams  and  robbing  birds*  nests  in  summer.  To 
this  it  might  be  added  that  there  is  often  great  progress  in  scuffling  and 
profanity,  and  in  making  hideous  bowlings,  which  render  the  vicinity  of 
tlie  school  house  scarcely  less  a  nuisance  and  a  terror  than  a  jungle  tilk^d 
wdth  all  manner  of  wild  beasts."  Another  recommendation  is  that 
"  teachers  shonld  forljid  hand  sleds  to  be  brought  to  school  in  the  winter, 
becanse  many  a  youthful  mind  is  more  intent  on  the  use  of  these  than  his 
books.  Corded  up  in  the  entry  or  aronnd  the  door,  they  carry  conviction 
to  the  visitor  tliat  the  boys  came  to  slide  rather  than  study.  They  will 
take  a  recess,  and  then  comes  a  noise  like  the  breaking  up  of  an  encamp- 
ment and  the  marching  of  a  Roman  legion."  This  j-emarkable  rci)ort 
closes  with  these  words  :  "It  shall  be  a  proud  day  for  us  when  the 
stranger  who  comes  among  ns  shall  adm.ire  the  productiveness  of  our 
farms,  the  skill  of  our  manufactures,  and  even  the  beauty  of  our  valleys 
and  the  grandeur  (»f  our  mountains,  less  than  our  inrelbnTual  ability  and 
moral  culture.*' 

The  building  of  the  new  Drury  Academy  and  of  the  line  graded 
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school  builclinii,-  in  tlie  south  village  at  the  same  time,  mark  the  beginning 
of  a  grand  educational  awakening  in  the  history  of  the  town.  The 
schools  were  careiully  graded  and  I'eorganized,  better  teachers  were  em- 
ployed, including  a  number  of  normal  graduates,  courses  of  study  wore 
]-»huined  and  adopted,  and  improved  methods  of  instruction  were  intro- 
duced. 

Prosperous  higii  schools  were  o];ganized  in  both  vilhiges,  with  a  fear 
years'  course  of  study,  providing  v/ell  for  even  those  who  might  aspire  to 
go  to  college. 

Jn  1869  a  superintendent  of  schools  in  each  village  was  appoinred  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  schools.  In  this  way  the  work  of  tlie 
schools  was  thoroughly  systematized,  securing  harmony  and  co-operation 
among  the  teachers,  and  all  the  advantages  which  accrue  from  a  proper 
division  of  labor.  To  provide  foi'  a  needed  supply  of  better  qualified 
teachers  a  local  training  school  was  established  in  North  Adams,  in  the 
Yeazie  street  school  house  (a  building  of  four  rooms,  erected  in  1873)  in 
1876,  and  it  has  pi'oved  of  great  value  to  the  town.  It  has  enabled  the 
graduates  of  tlie  higli  school  who  have  desired  to  fit  themselves  for  teach- 
ing iiot  only  to  obtain  the  theory  but  tlie  practice  of  teaching,  under  the 
guidance  and  instruction  of  experienced  normal  trainers.  They  have  been 
enabled  to  find  out  somewhat  as  to  the  probabilities  of  success  before 
taking  full  charge  of  a  school.  At  the  present  writing  about  two  thirds 
of  the  teachers  of  North  Adams  have  received  instruction  in  the  training 
school.  The  training  school  was  continued  tit  Yeazie  street  abouc  seven 
years,  and  then,  needing  enlarged  facilities,  it  was  transferred  to  the 
Union  School  building,  where  it  still  exists,  with  tifteen  teachers  c\nd  450 
I3Upils. 

The  same  year  that  the  Yeazie  street  school  house  was  built  (1873 ;-.  at 
a  cost  of  610,000,  a  building  of  abouc  the  same  capacity  was  built  at  Ren- 
frew, and  another  at  Blackinton,  where  by  s|}ecial  act  of  the  Legislature 
a  union  school  was  opened,  to  be  sup[)orted  jointly  by  Adams  and  Wil- 
liamstovvn.  Anotlier  school,  also  included  v/ithin  the  Union  District,  was 
opened  at  Greylock.  But  tlie  rapid  increase  in  population  soon  began 
to  tax  the  school  accommodations  to  the  utmost.  In  188'?  the  Tyler  &: 
Bliss  mill  property  was  purchased  l)y  the  town  of  North  Adams,  and  the 
building  w^as  transformed  into  a  school  house  at  a  cost  of  about  s30,000. 
In  Adams  also  tlie  same  lack  of  school  accommodations  began  to  be  felt, 
and  in  1883  a  tine  school  building  was  erected  on  Commercial  sti'eet,  at  a 
cost  of  about  )<20,000.  It  is  a  model  structure,  with  line  facilities  tor 
heating  and  ventilation. 

During  the  pa.st  twenty  years  the  schools  of  Adams  and  N(.>i'rh 
Adams  have  passed  from  a  low  and  declining  state  t(/  a  condition  of  ex- 
cellence and  prosperity.  Since  tlie  divisio.n  of  the  town  in,  1878,  the 
school  population  of  both  towns  has  increased  even  nu)re  rapidly  than 
before.  For  the  change  in  and  character  of  the  schooL<  in  South  A'/iams 
credit  is  due  to  the  faithful  services  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Burton,  formeily 
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siiperintoTKlent  of  schools,  and  later  a  member  of  the  school  committee  ; 
to  W.  ^y.  Spaiilding,  wlio  was  in  charge  of  the  schools  for  several  years  ; 
to  his  successor,  Arthur  G.  Lewis,  wlio  left  a  record  of  faithful  service; 
and  to  the  present  able  superintendent,  Walter  P.  IJeckwith,  v/ho  has 
done  mucli  to  raise  and  perfect  the  school  system. 

In  the  town  of  Xortli  Adams,  Miss  Mary  A.  Hathaway  ranks  first 
in  regard  to  length  of  service.  She  is  a  model  teacher  and  has  endeared 
herself  to  multitudes  of  school  children.  It  is  to  lsh\  A.  D.  Miner,  super- 
intendent of  schools,  however,  that  the  school  system  of  North  Adams 
owes  a  very  large  share  of  its  prospeiity.  lie  began  his  labois  in  the 
year  1S65,  as  principal  of  the  high  scliool,  and  since  that  time  as  princi- 
pal and  superijitendent  has  been  taithful  and  devoted  to  the  public 
schools  in  season  and  out  of  season.  By  his  skill  and  ability  he  has 
made  for  himself  a  reputation  not  merely  of  local  extent  but  extending 
throughout  the  State. 

ADAMS  IN  THE  ^Y OF  THE  REBELLION. 

The  patriotism  and  public  spirit  which  had  animated  the  citizens  of 
Adams  during  the  Eevolutionarv  war  and  the  war  of  1812  was  shown 
long  before  the  war  of  the  Rebelliotr  It  is  shown  in  the  warrant  for  the 
annual  town  meeting  held  ]\rarch  13th,  1854,  which  contained  the  follovr- 
ing  article :  '^To  see  if  t:he  town  in  its  corx)orate  capacity  will  express  its 
views  in  regard  to  the  attera])t  novr  being  made  in  Congress  to  repeal  the 
Missouri  Compromise."' 

At  that  meeting  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"Resolved,  that  we  are  filled  with  alarm  and  astonisoment  by  the  intelligence 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  contemplating  the  repeal  of  that  portion 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  by  which  all  that  portion  of  the  Ancient  Territory  of 
Louisiana  lying  north  36°,  30',  comprising  a  territory  sixty  times  as  large  as  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  was  by  solemn  and  mutual  compact  more  than  a  generation  ago 
consecrated  to  freedom  forever. 

"Resolved,  that  as  citizens  of  Adams  in  town  meeting  assembled  we  solemnly 
protest  against  the  passage  of  what  is  known  as  the  *  Nebraska  bill,'  and  the  repeal 
or  any  modification  of  existing  prohibitions  of  slavery  in  any  part  of  our  national  do- 
main, because  it  would  be  a  great  moral  wrong — because  it  would  be  a  breach  of  the 
Public  Faith — a  stain  upon  the  national  Honor — in  conflict  with  common  honesty 
and  subversive  of  ail  confidence  in  National  engagements — because  it  will  be  openmg 
the  way  to  the  ultimate  supremacy  of  slavery  over  freedom  in  a  government  founded 
to  secure  to  all  men  the  inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

"  Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  signed  by  tlie  moderator  and  clerk 
be  forwarded  to  our  Senators  and.  Representatives  in  Congress  and  ih.n  they  be  en- 
tered upon  the  records  as  a  testimony  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us,  that  we  still 
hate  slavery  and  love  liberty," 

Thus  seven  years  bcfoi'e  the  v/ar  brok(vout  rlid  the  p.^o[dt^  <>r  the  town 
in  this  noble  tmd  extraordinary  manner  declare  their  iudignatioit  agaiiisr 
slavery  and  their  love  for  fivedom.    After  tlu^  expression  of  such  senti- 
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iiieuts  310  propliet  way  needed  to  foretell  what  tlie  town  of  Adams  would 
do  to  abolish  slavei;v  when  the  opportunity  arrived. 

Tbe  town  of  Ada) vis  has  a  record  for  patriotism  during  the  war  of  th 
]>e])elli()n  which  is  hr-nonible  and  above  criticisai.  The  number  of  soldiers 
sent  to  tlie  war  was  unusually  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  tov^n, 
and  yet  i  he  amount  paid  forbounlies  w^as  smaller  tlianthat  of  many  other 
towns  in  rlie  commonweLdrh.  The  men  for  the  most  p>art  enlisted  out  of 
])ure  patriotism,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  waited  impatiently,  in 
joadiness  to  depart  at  any  moment,  for  the  summons  that  should  call 
them  to  the  sceiie  of  the  conflict.  A\"hen  the  news  of  the  tiring  on  Fort 
Sumter  wns  received  the  fettling  wa.s  inten-^e.  The  local  inilitary  com- 
pany went  into  camx)  and  training,  at  once,  i)ublic  meetings  were  held  and 
eloquent  and  patriotic  speeches  made,  business  was  generally  suspended, 
money  was  freely  contributed  to  ecpiip  the  soldiers,  and  the  universally 
expressed  sentiment  was  that  the  war  was  inevitable  and  that  Adams 
should  do  her  share  in  carrying  it  on.  The  first  man  to  enlist  vras  Wells 
B.  Mitchell,  of  Xorth  Adams.  He  went  to  Pittsfield  on  the  morning  of 
the  ISth  of  April,  and  as  he  stepped  from  the  train  heard  of  the  tiring  on 
Sumter.  He  immediately  enlisted  in  the  Allen  Guard  of  Pittsfield,  vrhich 
was  ordered  to  leave  town  for  Washington  that  very  night,  took  the 
next  train  for  Adams,  where  the  new.s  wdiich  electrified  the  nation  had 
just  been  received,  had  barely  time  to  make  a  few  jjreparations  and  then, 
in  company  with  Daniel  D.  Clark,  of  Xorth  Adams,  and  W.  H.  Mont- 
gomery, of  South.  Adams,  returned  to  Pittsfield,  the  latter  men  also  en- 
listing in  the  Allen  Guard. 

Xorth  Adams  had  had  since  September  2d,  1855,  a  military  company 
known  as  the  Gieylock  Infantry.''  The  first  officers  were:  A.  A. 
Richmond,  captain  ;  J.  Q.  Robinson,  1st  lieutenant  :  I>.  ^Y.  McElwain, 
2d  lieutenant ;  William  M.  Brown,  3d  lieutenant  ;  and  B.  F.  Hathaway, 
4tli  lieutenant.  In  the  following  year,  upon  the  formation  of  the  Berk- 
shire Battalion,  A.  A.  Richmond  w^as  elected  major ;  J.  Q.  Robinson  be- 
came caj)tain,  and  McElwain  accej)ting  a  staff  appointment,  William  M. 
Browm  became  1st  lieutenant;  B.  F.  Hathaway  resig^ung,  S.  J.  Rogers  was 
elected  2d  lieutenant,  and  L.  W.  Goddard  8d  lieutenant,  the  rank  of' 
4th  lieutenant  being  abolished.  Other  changes  took  place  the  following 
year.  A.  A,  Richmond  vras  elected  to  the  command  of  the  brigade,  and 
August  6th,  William  M.  Brown  was  elected  captain:  S.  J.  Rogers, 
1st  lieutenant;  L.  W.  Goddard,  2d  lieuteuant  ;  and  Elisha  Smart,  ;>d 
lieutenaiit.  In  1860  Major  Henry  S.  Briag-s  resigned  and  Captain  \\'il- 
liam  M.  Brown  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy.  The  company  was  then 
in  a  rather  disorganized  condition,  and  as  s<jon  as  it  was  evident  that  the 
services  of  the  regiment  would  be  required  lor  activt,^  <lufy.  Mnjor 
Brown  immediately  set  to  work  to  reorganize  tln^  company  and  get  it  in 
proper  condition  for  service  in  tlie  held.  This  coin]>any  formed  tlie 
nucleus  or  rallying  point  for  the  young  men  of  Adams  and  vicinity,  who 
responded  to  the  fii'st  call  for  volunteers. 
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New  enlistment  papers  were  made  out.  and  such  of  the  old  coin})any 
as  chose  enlisted  for  the  war,  and  on  Thursday,  April  ISth,  1801,  a  I'e- 
crniting  ofnce  was  opened,  and  in  a  week  eighty-three  names  were  on  tlie 
rolls  and  the  company  was  drilling  three  times  d  day.  ^They  occnpied 
the  Phoinix  Engine  House  as  an  armory,  nntil  they  were  ordered  into 
camp.  jNfost  of  the  men  who  had  families  boarded  themselves  at  home, 
but  it  finally  became  necessary  for  the  town  authorities  to  take  the  matter 
in  hand  and  assist  the  men,  as  they  could  not  afford  to  board  themselves 
and  do  nothing.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  company  to  take  meals 
with  a  ]\Jrs.  Quackenboss,  v\iio  kept  a  large  boarding  honse  on  Kiver 
street,  and  for  some  weeks  the  company  mai'ched  three  times  a  day  regu- 
larly to  their  meals,  about  a  quai'ter  of  a  mile  from  camp. 

Cloth  was  procured  for  seventy-five  uniforms,  and  Chapin  &■  Briggs 
commenced  working  them  up.  They  consisted  of  jacket  and  x^antaloons 
of  cadet  gray.  Major  W.  M.  Brown  then  went  to  Boston  to  procnre  the 
necessary  State  accoutrements  for  the  enlarged  company.  The  citizens 
of  Adams  responded  liberally  to  the  vv^ants  of  the  company,  and  a  town 
meeting  was  called  to  provide  means  for  the  sustenance  of  tlie  families  of 
the  volnnteers. 

On  Thnrsday,  Ap]il  30th,  Major  William  T.  Brown  presided  at  an 
election  of  officers,  assisted  by  Major  J.  Q.  Eobinson,  and  Lieutenant  S. 
J.  Kogers.  The  choice  was  as  follows  :  Captain,  Elisha  Smart  ;  first 
lieutenant,  Samuel  G.  Ti-avers  ;  second  lieutenant.  L.  W.  Goddard  ;  third 
lieutenant,  J.AV.  Mai  lory:  fourth  lieutenant,  William  E.  Briggs.  The  com- 
Tjany  voted  to  call  themselves  the  -'Johnson  Grays,"  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Sylvander  Johnson,  the  chairman  of  the  town  committee,  wdiose  liberality 
had  done  much  toward  perfecting  the  organization  and  keeping  up  the 
spirits  of  the  men  while  waiting  for  the  call  for  active  service.  On  Sat- 
urday, the  fourth  of  May,  the  company  went  into  camp  on  the  lot  just 
north  of  the  present  grist  mill  of  M.  D.  &  A.  W.  Hodge.  The  camp  vras 
named  Camp  Johnson,  after  their  townsman  and  patron,  Sylvander  John 
son.  The  volunteers  in  camp  were  amply  provided  for  by  the  town  com- 
mittee. One  noticeable  feature  about  the  camp  was  the  total  absence  of 
intoxicating  liquors  ;  neither  the  soldiers  or  outside,  parties  were  aihnved 
to  bring  aii}^  into  camp,  and  some  parties  detected  in  smuggling  some  in 
were  summarily  dealt  with  by  the  officers.  The  women  of  Adams  were 
not  far  behind  their  husbands  and  sweethearts.  Simultaneously  with  the 
formation  of  the  military  company  the  '"^orth  Adams  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society"  was  organized  and  immediately  werit  to  work.  Tliey  met  at 
first  in  the  hall  over  the  store  of  Salmon  Burlingame.  who  furnished  the 
room  free  for  three  years,  and  there  they  made  the  tlannel  shirts  for  tlie 
company  before  it  left  town. 

On  Friday  morning.  June  14th,  a  gi't\at  (U'owd  colle<^ttMl  on  the  groutids 
of  the  Pittsfield  cl'  Xorth  Adams  Baili-oad  Company,  to  i^id  the  (^rays  a 
final  good-byp,  as  they  weie  to  leave  on  the  train.  The  sohliers  nnid*-* 
their  api)earance,  ninety-four  in  nuinber,  headed  by  Hodge's  Baud,  and 


ADAMS  AND  NOIiTJT  ADAMS. 


took  their  seats  in  the  cars  and  were  off  amid  the  cheej's  of  rlie  assenibh-d 
crowd.  At  South  Adams  tlie  arrival  of  the  train  was  haih?d  with  oreat 
demonstrations,  includimr  tlie  firing  of  gnns  and  singing.  At  Clieshirn  a 
Ini-ge  crowd  was  pres(Mif  on  the  arrival  of  tlie  trnin  and  made  patriotic 
demonstrations.  At  Pittsfield  the  company  formed  and  marched  through 
the  streets.  At  eight  o'clock  they  again  took  the  cars  for  ( heir  rendez- 
vous in  Springfield.  At  S]ning{jp]d  they  were  received  by  six  companies 
already  arrived  and  escorted  to  their  barracks  on  the  Park,  where  tliey 
wei-e  designated  as  Company  B.  In  the  first  year  of  tlie  Avar  every  regi- 
ment had  a  band,  and  Hodge's  band  of  Xorth  Adams  was  selected  to 
mark  the  time  and  cadence  the  step  of  the  Tenth  regiment.  The  band 
was  made  np  of  genial  good  fellows  whose  enlivening  strains  relieved 
many  a  tedions  hour  of  camp  and  march  The  band  was  mustered  into 
the  service  the  same  date  as  the  regiment,  June  2ist,  I80I  ;  but  having 
some  engagements  on  hand,  it  was  not  permanently  attached  to  the  regi- 
ment until  July  9th.  18G1.  The  band  continued  its  service  with  the 
Tenth  until  August  Jlth,  1862,  when  an  order  from  the  War  department 
mnstered  out  all  regimental  bands,  the  finances  of  the  country  at  tiiat 
time  not  allowing  the  expenditure  of  any  money  except  what  was  neces- 
sary for  the  carrying  on  the  war.  The  band  arrived  home  at  Xorth  Adams 
Thursday,  August  ICth,  1862.  In  the  winter  of  1863,  while  General 
Eustis'  I)rigade.  of  which  the  Tenth  regiment  formed  a  lydvt,  was  en- 
camped at  Brandy  Station,  Ya.,  the  band  was  reorganized  under  the 
leadership  of  Burdick  A.  Stewart,  and  February  4th,  1864,  again  went  to 
the  front  as  the  band  of  Eustis'  brigade.  Shortly  after  its  arrival  at- 
Brandy  Station  Stewart  died,  and  as  the  band  could  not  agree  upon  a 
permanent  leader  to  till  his  place,  they  soon  returned  to  Xortii  Adams. 
From  the  arrival  of  Company  B  on  Hampden  Bark  until  tlie  close  of  its 
eventful  service  it  sustained  an  honorable  part.  At  Fair  Oaks  ii  lost  its 
gallant  Captain  Smart,  and  in  that  and  subsequent  engagements  it,  con- 
tributed its  full  share  of  martyrs  to  tlie  cause  for  which  they  fought. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Grays,  afterward  known  as  Company  B 
of  the  Tenth  regiment,  a  town  meeting  was  held  aiid  the  town  commitree 
made  the  following  report  of  expenditures  for  eqnix^ping  the  couipany 
and  sending  them  into  camp  at  Springfield. 

Paid  for  cloth  uniforms.  .  .  ,   S;oo.oo 

Flannel  for  shirts   1:^0.00 

Shoes   115.20 

Caps   ;6g5 

Making  and  trimming  uniforms   707.00 

Boarding  solditrs   954  ^^ 

Soldiers  while  drilhng   ^'^S-'^-Si 

Captain  Smart  as  drill  master  ,   ...  70.00 

Tickets  lo  Springfield   126.00 

IncidtiUc'd  exinmses   .  102.93 

Soldiers  and  families  South  Adams   3--^'^ 
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At  the  next  meeting,  in  ^[arch,  180:?.  the  selectmen  reported  to  the 
towri  that  they  had  paid  for  aid  to  s^ohliers'  families  the  sum  of  $3,742.40. 
In  this  I'espect  the  town  of  Adams  was  amonir  the  lil)eral  towns  of  the 
State,  as  it  ,£i:ave  aid  to  all  ap])]ic;ints,  even  tlie  faniilies  of  otncei's,  The 
selertmen  say  that  ye;n-  in  tlieii'  re])orr,  Tlie  v/ages  of  the  officers  seems  to 
]>p  snflicieiit  to  snp])ort  tlieir  families  but  it  is  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
town  or  its  agents.  Tlie  faniilies  of  some  of  the  officers  being  poor  and;, 
sick  we  do  not  wish  to  deprive  any  family  of  a  comfortable  siippoi't 
whose  liusband  and  farliei'  is  iigiiting  our  battle:^.  They  should  be  ta.]ven 
rare  of  i)y  ns  who  ai'f*  ])ermitted  to  remain  in  our  quiet  homes."  At  the 
April  meeting  in  lf^62  the  town  rati  tied  the  action  of  its  selectmen,  and 
voted  to  raise  tli^-*  sum  of  ><4.ooo  additional  to  aid  soldiers'  families,  which 
sum  was  expected  (o  be  ]-eimbuised  by  the  State. 

At  a  town  meeting  in  July  a  series  of  patriotic  resolutions  were 
adopted.  A  gr^^at  many  public  meetings  were  alterward  held  and  many 
prominent  citizens  said  and  did  many  vrise  and  patriotic  things  of  wJiich 
no  record  was  made. 

Soldiers'  Aid  Sociefy. — As  has  already  been  stated  the  women  of 
Korth  Adams,  before  the  first  company  left  the  town,  had  orgardzed  the 
North  Adams  Soldiers"  Aid  Society.    Instantly  they  went  to  woidi,  pre- 
l^aring  supplies  for  the  camp  and  the  hospitals.    They  made  clothing, 
sheets,  coverlids,  pillow  cases,  shirts,  night-gowns,  dressing  robes,  hos- 
pital shoes,  and  delicacies — tea,  farina,  jellies,  domestic  wines,  and  food, 
of  all  kinds.    They  sent  also,  books,  magazines,  pai:)ers,  and  Bibles  and 
prayers,  and  good  cheer  continually.    They  made  and  sent  everything 
tlmy  thought  would  sustain,  conrfort.  and  cheer  the  sick  and  wounded 
men,  and  the  soldiers  in  the  Held  to  keep  up  their  hearts  in  the  great 
fight  for  the  country.    They  sent  boxes  continually  during  those  four 
meraoialde  years,  to  the  hospitals  of  New  York,  Washington,  and  Har- 
per's  Ferry.    Their  disbursements  amounted  t()  more  than  810,000.  Mrs. 
Miles  Sanford  was  the  first  president,  and  Mrs.  James  T.  Robinson  v/as 
the  secretary.    The  vromen  of  this  society  came  from  all  classes  and  all 
parts  of  the  village,  and  held  meetings  often  every  day  for  months,  espe- 
cially when  battles  were  in  progress.    The  last  year  they  had  a  room  in 
wliat  is  novr  known  as  Bradford  Place,  over  a  store  of  William  Martin  s, 
wlu)  also  gave  them  the  room  without  charge.    P\)r  four  long  years  these 
women  met  and  worked  and  prayed.    It  was  in  the  room  in  Bradford 
Place  to  which  canie  the  dis|  atch  announcing  the  death  of  the  gallant 
Captain  Charles  1).  Sanford.    His  mother  was  at  work  in  the  room  when 
the  messenger  brought  the  news.    Had  a  rebel  shell  burst  it  would  liai-dly 
have  caused  more  consternation  ;  had  a  rebel  sword  pierced  her  heart  it 
could  have  made  no  more  cruel  wound. 

Soldiers  Moiranie/tt,-'-li  iri  Xo  {\\^.^(A'i\\  Adams  ^'Soldiers*  Aid  So- 
ciety" that  the  town  of  North  Adams  owes  its  Soldiers'  Monument.  The 
question  of  erecting  a  soldiers'  monument  had  often  been  discussed,  but 
the  difficulty  about  making  an  appropriation  by  the  town  of  Adams  for 
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a  monuTiient  in  the  village  of  North  Adams  effectually  ended  the  discus- 
sion. But  in  JS7S,  before  tlie  town  of  North  Adams  liad  been  set  off  from 
Adams,  the  Ladies  Soldiers*  Aid  Societ}'  enuie  forward  and  offered  to  erect 
the  moirumenr.  They  had  in  tlie  trcisa ry  abcnt  ^1,200,  and  this  snm 
tliey  decided  sliould  be  devoted  to  thiis  worthy  object.  Tlie  arrangements 
were  placed  in  tlje  hands  of  ]^>fr.  Charles  Niles  Pike,  who  by  foi'iimote 
baj'guining  wir'a  rhi()^(^  from  wlioin  material  was  to  be  <>btained,  and  l>y 
offej-ing  iiis  own  services  ar  a  low  rate,  reduced  tlie  expenses  of  the  work 
coMsideral)!}'.  Afterward  Mi'.  C.  T.  Sampson.  Mr.  George  M.  Movrbray, 
and  Mr.  Sani<ad  rilaclvinron  contributed  iil^erally  to  tlie  complerioJi  oi 
llie  motiiiment.  and  the'  tc-wn  of  North  Adam^  had  been  separated  fnjm 
Adam-<  jii>r  in  time  io  br-  able  to  vote  >^^(h)  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  monument  was  erected  on  the  Common  at  the  head  of  Main 
strept.  in  front  of  the  cliurches.  The  statue  was  carved  from  a  block  of 
Sicilian  marble,  and  re])resents  a  tyj^cal  American  soldier  standing  in  the 
position  known  as  parade  }'est."  The  pedestal  is  of  bi-own  freestoae, 
and  is  11  feet  liigh,  tlie  distance  from  the  sc/ldier's  cap  to  tlie  bottom  of 
tlie  lovrer  Ixise  being  about  IS  feet.  The  ''die  "  is  in  three  sections,  and 
on  the  face  of  the  middle  section  is  carved  in  bold  relief  tlie  National 
shield,  ornamented  with  a  laurel  brancli,  ami  })eari ng  the  dates  1861  and 
I860,  and  this  iiicription  :  "  Pi'esented  to  the  town  of  North  Adams  by 
the  Ladies'  Soldier.s'  Aid  Society."  It  was  originally  intended  to  have 
engi'aved  on  the  other  three  side.s  of  the  die  a  list  of  the  soldiers  who  lost 
their  lives  duiingthe  war,  but  tlds  has  not  yet  been  done.  The  town  of 
North  Adams  gave  the  land  on  which  the  monument  rests  and  enclosed 
the  monument  with  a  substantial  iron  fence.  The  monument  was  dedi- 
cated on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1878. 

Grand  Arraii  of  tlie  Rppnhlic.  —  XhQ  origin  of  the  Grand  Army  Post 
is  as  follows  :  On  the  '2.")th  of  February,  1833,  an  application  signed  by 
William  McKay.  George  L.  Kice,  Henry  J.  Millard,  \X .  W.  Montgomery, 
John  C.  Kobinson.  C.  Frank  Luther,"  IL  C.  Cunningham,  William  F. 
Darby,  Wt^lis  B.  Mitchell,  and  Miles  Sanfr)rd,  was  made  to  the  grand 
commander  of  the  department  of  Massachusetts  G.  A.  K.  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  Post  in  Noi'th  Adams,  and  on  the  24th  of  March  following  the 
Post  was  duly  organized  in  the  pallors  of  the  Wilson  House.  Tlie  name 
first  given  to  the  Post  was  U.  S.  Grant,  but  this  was  afterward  changed 
to  C  D  Sanford,  the  heroic  son  of  Rev.  Miles  Sanford,  the  chaplain  of 
the  Post.  At  tlie  tenth  anniversary  in  1870  there  had  been  in  all  13-1 
members  in  the  Post,  and  tlie  membership  then  was  47.  The  total  anjount 
of  money  received  at  that  time  was  sG,0--?:b20.  Of  this  a.inount  sOiU)  laid 
been  received  from  tlie  t(^v,-n  of  North  Ad:i ni^  and  ex|Hmded  in  deC')ratiag 
soldiers'  graves.  Pecoration  da\'  has  bemi  observed  by  the  Post  every 
year,  and  the  town  of  Nve.th  Adanis  has  ma<le  an  aunual  appropriatU'U 
to  be  used -on  that  day  for  rliat  purpose  .iud  expruuled  by  the  Post. 

Before  the  division  of  Adams  the  riUMunit  was  divided  between  Adaras 
and  North  A(iams.  and  m  hw^^  y(ans  a  pari,  of  tlm  appi\)priat i(m  hais  beeu 
set  off  to  tlie  village  of  Blackinion. 
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ADA3IS  AXD  ^'OKTIi   ADAMS  {conduded}. 

Dr.  Elihii  S.  Hawkes. — AViliiam  Wallace  Freeman. — Calvin  T.  Sampson. — Sanford  Blackni- 
ton.— The  Johnson  Farmly.—Ecbvard  F.  Barnes,  D.D.S.— Fordyce  Joy. 

DR.   ELITIL"  S.  HAWKES. 

V  TOKTH  Adams  has  bad  few  citizens  of  more  note  than  Dr.  Elihn  S. 
.  IJnwkes,  fevr  distinguished  by  as  marked  and  honorable  charac- 

teristics or  whose  moral  inllnence  was  so  powerful  and  wholesome.  He 
inherited  a  combatative  spirit  whicii,  exhibite.l  l\v  his  ancestors  as  sol- 
diers in  the  old  French  and  Indian  ^vars,  was  n]ani  rested  by  hi  nisei  t  in 
antagonizing  evil  \^  herever  he  fonnd  it,  with  his  voice  and  pen,  as  hte 
would  by  liis  sword  or  mirsket  liad  he  lived  in  earlier  or  later  days  than 
he  did.  During  his  active  life  moral  courage  was  more  requisite  rhan 
physical  in  a  patriotic  citizen,  and  at  all  times  it  is  the  rarer  virtue  of 
the  two.  And  moral  courage  Dr.  Hawkes  did  not  lack.  He  did  not 
fear  to  lielieve  in  the  right  or  to  b(ddly  express  and  act  upon  his  cocvic- 
tions. 

The  Hawkes  family  was  famous  in  the  history  of  the  French  and  In- 
dian wars.  Sergeant,  afterward  CoI(jnel  Hawkes,  wlio  is  honorably  men- 
tioned in  another  portion  of  this  work  as  convmander  of  F(^rt  Massachu- 
setts at  the  time  of  its  capture  and  destruction,  was  pi-obabiy  a  brother  of 
Dr.  Hawkes'  great-grandfather,  Eleazer,  who  was  killed  and  scalptnl  in 
1746  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Harrison  farm  in  Xvutii 
x\dams. 

The  early  history  of  the  Hawkes  family  exteiuls  through  several 
branches  in  ^^lassachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  is  of  much  interest  mor- 
ally and  romantically,  but  it  is  impossibhi  to  pursue  it  farther  iu-r.'  al- 
though it  is  fully  and  graphically  told  by  \)v.  Hawkes  and  other  family 
chroniclers.  It  is  perhaps  sutlicituit  tc*  say  tliat  tluir  reliulous  opiuious 
were  vei'y  decided,  opposition  tr>  half  way  covcnimt  being  one  w  Idch 
led  to  the  removal  c.  f  tlie  l)ranch  to  wlH(di  Dr.  Hawkes  If.dougwi  f r.  an 
Connecticul  to  Ibidk.'},  jFa>.^acli u^et  ts,  aud  Ik'nuiugiiui.  N'-a  aiouL  Cbir 
of  the  fau.rily  w  as  periecutcd  as  a  Qiudvhi',  Luii  sln^  w as  a  \\  oiuau  ;  the 
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men  as  a  rule  were  always  I'eady  to  lay  bare  the  arm  of  flesh  when  their 
country  called  fo]'  its  use. 

Dr.  Ilawkes  was  born  at  Deerfield.  Mass.,  July  25th,  1801.  His 
father's  name  was  Samuel,  who  was  the  son  of  Seth,  the  son  of  Eleazer, 
before  menthmed.  Samuel  was  born  in  the  fort  at  Charlemont  where 
the  people  took  refuge  during  the  French  and  Indian  troubles.  The  first 
event  in  Dr.  Hawkes's  life  which  impressed  itself  powerfully  upon  his 
memory  v/as  the  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  in  1S06,  of  which  his  father 
took  advantage  to  teach,  him  the  divine  power  through  the  truths  of  as- 
tronomy. 

Dr.  Hawkes  commenced  his  education  at  the  Deerheld  Academy 
when  very  young,  for  lie  left  it  at  the  age  of  8  years.  He  remembered 
it,  however,  with  affection,  and  in  In's  reminiscences  written  in  his  old  age 
he  said  that  he  was  as  far  advanced  in  all  common  school  studies  as  chil- 
dren of  the  present  day  are  at  10.  When  he  w-as  8  years  old  his  father 
removed  to  Charlemont  where  the  educational  advantages  were  so  poor 
that  lie  was  sent  to  live  with  his  uncle.  Dr.  Allen,  in  Buckland.  There 
he  remained  until  he  w^as  14  years  old,  assisting  his  uncle,  out  of  school 
hours,  in  compounding  medicines  and  thus  obtaining  some  knowledge  of 
medicinal  substances.  He  states  that  he  had  not  at  that  time  settled 
u])on  any  definite  pursuit  in  life,  but  it  is  evident  that  he  had  a  predilec- 
tion for  medicine,  for  he  attended  the  Sanderson  Academy  in  Ashtield 
expressly  to  acquire  such  knowledge  of  the  langunges  as  was  a  necessary 
preliminary  to  the  study  of  that  profession.  This  knowledge  he  had  ac- 
quired before  the  spring  of  1818,  wdien  he  was  as  yet  only  17  years  old. 

His  frietids  thought  him  as  yet  too  young  to  enter  upon  the  practical 
study  for  the  medical  profession,  ux)on  which  he  lia<l,  indeed,  still  not  fully 
determined.  He  therefore  became  a  clerk  in  a  stoj'e.  In  his  reminiscen- 
ces Dr.  Hawkes  says  : 

"  The  four  years  from  the  age  of  i6  to  20  do  more  toward  forming  character  for 
life  than  any  other  four  in  human  existence  nnd  a  country  store  is  one  of  the  best 
schools  for  the  study  of  human  nature.  Here  we  meet  with  every  class  and  every 
grade  of  human  society;  the  cultivated  and  refined  in  their  decorum  and  complai- 
sancy;  the  uncouth  and  ignorant  in  their  brawling  coarseness  and  duplicity;  the 
grasping  miser  in  his  penurious  clutching  ;  the  reckless  spendthrift  in  his  voluptuous 
prodigality;  the  self-inflated,  egotistical  dandy  with  his  borrowed  or  stolen  habil- 
ment,  and  the  tinselled  village  coquette,  with  her  spangled  adornings,  but  barren 
mind.  In  short  every  class  of  every  tribe  of  every  nation  visits  the  country  store, 
either  to  get  what  they  want,  to  look  at  what  they  do  not  want,  or  to  display  their 
verbosity  to  the  chagrin  and  annoyance  of  the  owner  and  to  the  ridicule,  if  not  the 
contempt,  of  the  clerks.  In  a  place  of  that  description  I  passed  the  time  from  ro  to 
20  years,  part  of  the  time  as  clerk  and  the  rest  as  partner.  During  that  time  I  was 
well  schooled  in  the  arts,  tricks,  frauds  and  corruptions  of  business  life." 

We  give  this  extract  for  several  reasons.  It  is  a  good  ^peciuien  of 
Dr.  Hawkes"  style  as  a  writer ;  it  rfC(.unts  vividly  an  important  por:iv»n 
of  his  life  and  graphically  describes  u  hut  \illage  storekoeping  was  in  the 
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era  before  the  te;ni)enince  reformation,  when  New  Eagiaiid  rum  and  im- 
ported dry  goods  were  sold  over  the  same  counter.  Exactly  truthful  as 
Dj'.  ITawkes'  description  of  the  country  store  of  his  time  is,  it  would 
be  a  gross  libel  if  applied  to  the  country  store  of  ISS/).  Half  ii  century 
of  Christian  culture  has  not  failed  in  its  mission  of  making  tlie  world 
better  even  in  counrjy  stores. 

Dr.  Tlawke^"  ex['ej  ie]ice  in  country  storidveeping  liad  an  inj]X)rtant 
inlluence  upon  his  life  and  character.  Facts  which  came  under  liis  ob- 
servation in  that  life  intensihed  the  feeling  which  events  in  his  own  family 
had  iuspired  in  favor  of  total  abstinence  irum  the  use  of  alcoholic  drink 
in  any  foi'm.  He  became  fo]'  all  his  life  an  unllinchinc:  and  aident  advo- 
cate of  what  is  called  temperance,  but  means  total  abstinence.  In  the 
su])port  of  any  good  cause  he  knew  no  lukewarm  or  half-way  course. 

In  the  S2)ring  of  1S21  Dr.  Hawkes  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Drs.  Smith  and  Clark  at  Ashfield,  Mass..  who  had  four  other 
students.  ])rs.  Smith  and  Clark  did  not  agree  on  all  professional  points, 
from  which  youn.g  Hawkes  inferred  tluit  the  greatest  number  and 
variety  of  views  he  could  get  in  the  course  of  his  pupilage  the  greater 
would  be  his  resources  for  instruction  vvdien  the  time  came  to  gather  ma- 
terial for  a  practical  life."  He,  therefore,  changed  his  instructor  to  Dr. 
Winslow  of  Coleraine,  a  popular  operative  surgeon.  In  1823  he  attended 
his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Xtedical  College  in  Pittslield, 
then  in  the  second  year  of  its  existence.  His  description  of  the  faculty 
at  that  time  is  just,  although  -as  regards  some  of  its  mend>ers,  severe. 
It  shows  him  to  luive  been  a  thoroucfh  and  observant  student. 

He  studied  the  next  year  with  Dr.  Washburn  of  Greenfiekt,  who  had  an 
extensive  practice  as  a  family  physician,  and  a  wider  oiie  as  a  counsellor. 
In  the  same  year  he  went  to  Boston  for  study  and  observation  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the 
medical  school  in  that  city,  then  the  best  field  ia  America  for  such 
studies.  He  next  went  to  the  olhce  of  Dr.  Haynes  in  Rowe.  Dr.  Haynes 
was  an  eminent  physician,  but  not  well  versed  in  surgery,  and  his  student, 
with  his  Boston  experience,  took  that  department  of  practice  upon  him- 
self. 

In  the  summer  of  1825  he  took  his  third  course  of  lectures  at  Pitts- 
field  and  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  in  ^ledicine,  which,  as  tlie 
charter  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  then  required,  was  conferred 
by  Williams  College,  and  he  commenced  practice  at  Howe  in  company 
with  Dr.  Haynes,  whose  daughter  lie  married  in  1S2G. 

His  wife  died  three  years  later,  leaving  an  infant  daughter,  auid  he 
was  so  much  affected  by  her  loss  tlmt  residence  in  Rowe  became  pairiful 
to  him, and  in  1S21)  lie  removed  to  Nortli  Adams,  beiug  then  -29  years  old, 
his  father-in-law.  Dr.  Haynes,  going  with  liinj. 

There  were  at  tliat  time  three  physicians  in  ]U'acti<'e  in  tin- town,  Drs. 
Brown,  Field,  and  Bray  tun.  Di'.  FiAd  uas  williug  lo  exidiauge  with  i>r. 
Hawkes  and  remove  to  Rowe,  Dr.  Browji's  health  was  such  as  to  re- 
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quire  his  removal  to  the  Soiuh,  wliere  he  soon  died,  and  Dr.  J3rayton 
was  about  ro  engage  in  ni  an  u  fact  a  ring.  All  were  ready  to  welcome  and 
aid  the  new  corner. 

T)j's.  ])row]i  and  Field  liad  just  bought  out  the  lousiness  of  Dr. 
Hodges,  an  extensive  practitioner,  taking  a  bond  which  they  assigned  to 
Dr.  Hawkes.  Tliis  threw  almost  the  whole  medical  practice  of  the  vicin- 
ity into  liis  hands.  It  v.-as  so  extensive  that  he  was  soon  obliged  to 
admit  a  partner,  for  which  lie  selected  a  former  fellow  student.  Dr.  Long. 
Dr.  Hawkes  hadalniost  ilie  whole  obstetric  cases  of  the  vicinity,  amount- 
ing to  from  120  to  15<)  in  a  year. 

In  liis  professional  life  Dr.  Hawkes  was  extrennd}'  conservative,  and 
yet  ]*rogivssiv(\  Thai  is,  that  wlrde  he  welcomed  and  adopted  all  dis- 
coveries v.  liich  advanced  medical  science  by  recognized  scientilic  methods 
and  after  due  trial,  he  had  a  profound  detestation  of  new  schools  of 
medicine.  He  adliered  strictly  to  allopathy.  His  professional  life  was 
sncc'^-^fiil  in  an  eminent  d'^g]>^e,  but  he  did  nr>t  confine  himself  to  it.  He 
engaged  in  nmny  real  estate  operations,  some  of  which  turned  out  disas- 
trously, but  which  in  a  nnijority  of  cases  were  successful.  A  newspaper 
writer  says  truthfully  of  this,  thar  "while  he  always  kept  in  view  the 
present  and  future  welfare  of  the  town,  he  gained  by  tlie  jiurchase  and 
sale  of  la.nd.  together  with  his  rapidly  increasing  practice,  a  competency 
from  vvdilch  he  always  gave  liberally  to  public  improvements  and  private 
charities.  Foremost  in  every  movement  which  should  redound  to  the 
credit  and  benefit  of  the  town,  he  established  the  first  nev/spaper  ever 
printed  in  it,  purchasing  the  press  and  t^^pe  and  paying  the  cost  from  bis 
own  private  funds." 

It  Avas  mainly  through  his  influence  that  Mr.  Drury  of  Florida  made 
the  bequest  which  gave  to  the  town  Drury  Academy,  an  institution  whose 
beneficial  influence  is  incalculable.  He  was  among  the  earliest  and  most 
zealous  friends  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  and  moved  the  tirst  sliovelful  of 
earth  vrhen  ground  was  broken  in  commencing  that  gigantic  work.  When 
lie  reached  the  town  the  ])redominant  and  almost  exclusive  religious  de- 
nominations wei'e  Quakers  and  Baptists.  He  was  himself  somewhat  alhli- 
ated  with  the  Quakers,  l.)ut  at  heart  he  was  a  most  earnest  Congregatit du- 
alist. He  was  a  Puritan  of  the  Puritans,  and  he  at  once  identilied  himself 
with  the  few  members  of  that  denomination.  By  his  solicitations  and 
contributions,  the  first  church  for  their  use,  a  very  creditable  structure 
for  its  time,  was  built  upon  land  given  by  him  ;  and  for  twenty  years 
he  paid  one  half  the  salary  of  the  pastor. 

In  1803  he  removed  to  Troy  and  engaged  in  a  commercial  venture 
which  turned  out  so  disastrously  thai  it  would  have  discouraged  a 
younger  man  of  less  courage  and  vigor,  but  he  returned  to  ^S'orth  Adams 
and  so  far  recovered  his  [jrosperity  as  to  leave  to  his  heirs  a  handsome 
competency. 

Duriiig  his  residence  in  Tr(n'  tin-  battle  in  the  AVilderness  (-ccurred. 
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and  lie  engei'ly  lespoiided  to  tlie  call  for  volunteer  siirgeons,  giving  his 
services  gratuitously  and  defraying  liis  own  expenses. 

Dr.  Ilavvkes  died  May  J 7th,  1870,  in  his  78th  year.  Tiie  journal 
from  wliich  we  have  ahead}'  quoted  some  truthful  words,  wrote  v\ith 
equal  truth  as  follows: 

**  Dr.  Haukes  was  a  man  of  cuhure,  a  close  observer  of  nature,  and  a  philoso- 
pher of  that  school  whose  teachings  are  founded  upon  tlie  Christian  religion.  Fre- 
quently called  to  rcourn  the  loss  of  near  relatives  he  exhibited  that  patient  submission 
to  the  will  of  God  which  is  the  most  striking  characteristic  of  the  true  Christian.  On 
the  4lh  of  March,  1S76,  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  63,  and  since  thai  liis  grief  has 
delighted  in  honoring  her  memory,  dwelling  with  patlietic  tenderness  upon  her 
Christian  graces,  and  the  great  loss  he  had  sustained  in  her  death,  often  repeating 
these  exquisite  lines  in  Dr.  King's  elegy  to  his  wife: 
"  Sleep  on.  my  love,  in  thy  cold  bed 
Never  to  be  disquieted! 

last  good  night!    Thou  wilt  not  wake 
Till  I  thy  fate  sliall  overtake  • 
Till  age,  ur  grief,  or  sickness  must 
Marry  my  b^^dy  to  the  dust 
,  It  so  much  loves,  and  fill  the  room 

My  heart  keeps  empty  in  thy  tomb." 

This  lady  v.  as  Sophia  E.  Abbey,  born  in  Natchez,  Miss.,  August  21st, 
1812,  to  whom  he  was  niarried  November  Ith.  18o(). 

WILLI A:^L   WALLACE  FKEE3[AX. 

The  old  town  of  Adams  has  long  l)een  conspicuous  for  the  number 
of  its  enter])rising,  public  spirited,  and  successful  business  men;  but  few 
of  them  have  contributed  so  much  as  William  Wallace  Freeman  to  the 
prosperity  of  lx)th  or  either  of  the  sections  into  which  it  is  now  divided, 
and  none  have  borne  a  Inglier  personal  character. 

Mr.  Freem.anwas  born  at  Salem,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  in  June, 
1819,  being  the  youngest  of  ten  children— eight  sons  and  two  daughters 
— of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Freeman.  His  mother  was  born  in  ^Mat  tins- 
bnrg,  N.  Y.  Two  of  his  brothers,  physicians,  became  prominent  citizens 
of  New  York  city. 

Mr.  Freeman  was  educated  at  Washington  Academy  in  his  native 
town,  and  immediately  became  clerk  and  soon  a  partner  in  mercantile 
business  there  with  his  brothei-  Marvin.  While  thus  prosperotisly  en- 
gaged, in  1844,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  A.  Russell,  also  a  native  of 
Salem,  and  daughter  of  Hon.  David  Russell,  then  representative  in  Con- 
gress from  the  Washington  district.  Mrs.  Freeumn,  who  survives  her 
husband,  is  a  sister  of  Major-General  David  All*:^n  Russell,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Winchester,  September  IDth,  IStU,  after  a  biilliant 
career  as  a  soldier.  In  1849  Mr.  Freeumn  removed  to  South  Adams, 
where  he  oi)ened  a  large  country  store.  The  region  is  noted  for  its  pro- 
duction of  cheese,  and  he  soon  becatne  the  leading  dealer  iu  that  article, 
both  for  sale  throtighuut  Wesiurn  Ma.>sachtisel ts  and  for  export  to  the 
cicy  markets. 
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Having  nccumulated  considenible  property,  lie,  in  1801,  became  one 
of  the  founders  of  tlio  Berkshire  Bank,  afterward  tlie  First  National 
Bank  of  Adams,  of  wbieli  be  was  cashier  from  1861  to  J 863. 

When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  commenced  and  Massachnsetts  was 
called  npon  for  aid  in  tlie  support  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Freeman  telegraphed 
to  Governor  Andrew,  tendering  him  all  the  xesources  of  the  Berkshire 
Bank  if  tliey  were  needful.  This  was  the  tirst  offer  of  the  kind  recei\  ed 
by  the  great  vrar  governor,  and  was  made  by  Mr.  Freeman  on  his  own 
responsibility,  relying,  of  course,  on  the  support  of  his  associates,  which 
was  cordially  given.  His  family  are  and  his  descendants  ahvays  will  be 
proud  of  this  pati'iotic  precedence. 

Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Freeman  had  been  interested  in  manufacturing 
property  only  by  the  purchase  and  almost  immediate  sale  of  a  cotton 
and  a  woolen  mill  near  Batten ville,  N.  Y.,  but  he  now  yielded,  fortunate- 
ly for  all  concerned,  to  the  almost  irresistible  impulse  of  Northern  Berk- 
shire cai)italists,  and,  removing  to  iSortli  Adams,  became  engaged  in 
manufacturing  enterprises  which  soon  assumed  very  large  proportions. 
He  commenced  by  purchasing  an  interest  in  the  Eagle  Mill  and  Print 
Works,  the  other  prominent  owners  being  A.  W.  Richardson  and  Wil- 
liam S.  Blackirjton.  L.  L.  Brov/n,  of  Soutli  Adams,  soon  bought  an  in- 
terest and  tlie  firm  became  Richardson,  Freeman  &  Co.  In  1861  Mr. 
Richardson,  tlie  senior  ])artner,  se^ld  his  interest  and  ihe  fii'm  became  W. 
W.  Freeman  &  Co.  In  1874,  Mr.  Blackinton  having  recently  died,  the 
firm  was  incorporated  under  the  general  statutes  of  the  commonwealth 
as  ''The  Freeman  Manufacturing  Company.'' 

After  Mr.  Richardson's  retirement  the  management. of  the  works  de 
volved  upon  Mr.  Freeman,  the  attention  of  his  associates  being  absorbed 
in  other  im])ortant  nninufacturing  enterprises  and  their  confulence  in 
him  being  unlimited.  Under  his  direction,  from  the  year  1864,  additions 
to  the  buildings,  improvemenis  in  the  machinery,  and  extension  of  the 
sales  of  the  product  went  on  constantly,  rapidly,  and  systematic:iHy. 
The  changes  were  not  so  abrupt  that  their  dates  can  l)e  readily  given. 
Mr.  Freeman  watched  and  took  advantage  of  every  new  idea  and  inven- 
tion in  his  ai't.  so  that  the  growth  of  the  Freeman  Print  \Vorks  was 
gradual  and  natural ;  but  the  contrast  between  what  they  w-ere  when  he 
took  charge  of  them  and  when  he  relinquished  it  is  surt)rising  and  most 
creditable  to  his  business  ability,  especially  wdien  we  consider  the  tina.n- 
cial  liistory  of  the  country  between  1864  and  1881. 

When  Mr.  Richardson  retii-ed  in  1864  liie  property  consisted  of  the 
Stone,  Estes,  and  Eagle  Mills.  A  three  story  addition  had  just  l)een 
added  to  the  last  named  which  praciically  made  it  a  new  mill,  and  ma- 
chinery previously  ordered  by  Mr.  Richardson  was  placed  in  it  after  Mr. 
Freenum  had  made  his  purchase.  Then>  were  also  some  sn\:ill  print 
works  where  the  large  ones  were  aftej'ward  built.  These  constituted  a 
very  fair     plant ;  bui  tht-  t)roductious  wtu'e  not  large  and  had  not  a 
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very  higli  reputation  la  the  inarket.  It  had  but  two  print  machines 
which  turned  out  only  3,000  pieces  a  week. 

Early  in  February,  ISSl,  .Mr.  Freouian,  on  account  of  failing  health, 
sold  his  interest  in  the  concern  to  the  firm  of  Tirown  &  Bra.cewell.  In 
the  interval  between  that  date  and  his  purchase  the  property  and  busi- 
ness of  the  company  had  beeii  wojiderfuliy  increased.  It  had  now, 
in  1881,  seven  print  mncliines  wiDi  a  weekly  product  of  from  15.000 
to  20,000  pieces.  It  was  one  of  the  four  leading  print  Avorks  in 
America,  and  weekly  sent  samples  of  its  goods  to  4,000  dry  goods  dealers 
in  tlie  United  Stales  and  Canada.  Tlie  niuiil^er  of  employes  had  in- 
creased from  oO  to  206.  Not  less  than  1.500  operatives  in  difi'erent  cotton 
mills  depended  for  employment  upon  these  print  works.  The  printing  is 
done  on  cotton  cloth,  part  of  wliich  is  made  in  the  mills  of  the  company, 
and  part  purchased  from  others.  In  1804  they  paid  sixteen  rents  a  yard 
for  the  plain  cloth,  and  soon  afterward  tvrenty  cents.  In  1879  they  ob- 
tained cloth  of  the  same  quality  for  tnx>  and  a  half  cents  per  yard.  In  1SG4 
the  printing  was  done  by  a  slow  and  necessarily  costly  impression  upon 
blocks  ;  long  before  ISSl  the  rapidly  revolving  and  sharply  engraved  cyl- 
inders were  subsriru.ted,  greatly  increasing  the  product  and  reducing  its 
cost.  Of  course  these  imorovements  were  general  throughout  the  manu- 
factnring  v/orld,  but  in  the  qudck  and  intelligent  recognition  and  employ- 
ment of  rhem  Mr.  Freeman  excelled. 

To  build  up  so  vast  a  business  as  he  did  Mr.  Freen'an.  it  need  not  be 
said,  required  much  ability  in  otlier  directions  than  those  mentioned,  nor 
need  we  say,  after  recording  the  result,  that  he  possessed  them.  His 
work  speaks. for  itself  and  for  him.  It  is  not  strange  that  a  life  of  such 
arduous  labor  and  anxious  thought  should  have  exhausted  itself  early, 
althongh  in  the  latter  part  of  it  he  had  great  lielp  in  it  from  Ins  son,  Mr. 
Wallace  Freeman.  After  tlie  sale  of  lus  stock  in  the  manufacturing  com 
pany,  February  5th,  1881,  Mr.  Freeman  was  relieved  from  the  cares  oi 
bnsiness,  except  his  directorshij>  in  the  Adams  National  Bank,  and  the 
ordinary  oversight  of  his  investments,  and  sought  to  regain  his  health  by 
a  southern  tour.  In  this  he  was  partially  successful  and  returned  to 
North  Adams  in  May.  A  large  number  of  the  employes  in  the  print 
works  seized  the  opportunity  to  i^resent  him  and  also  his  son,  who  had 
accompanied  him,  with  valuable  testimonials  of  their  appreciation  of  his 
character  and  of  his  treatment  of  themselves.  The  occasion  was  of  great 
interest  and  very  gratifying  to  all  parties  concerned  ;  but,  almost  imme- 
diately afterward,  recurring  symptons  of  heart  disease  led  him  to  visir 
the  health  giving  seaside  resorts  of  New  England.  It  was  unfortunately 
too  late.  After  a  few  vicissitudes  of  gainful  health  ami  n^apse  he  re- 
turned to  his  home,  where  he  died  Sunday,  Oct'jber  0th,  1881,  at  the  age 
of  02. 

Tliis  result  l(ad  for  nmny  months  been  regarded  as  imminent,  but  ir 
created  profound  sorrow  in  Norih  Adams,  .Vdains,  an<l  iuvl..\.'vl  tkn.ugh- 
out  Berkshire,  extending  thj'ougli  to  all  classes  of  >ociety.    One  of  his 
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old  aiiil  trustovl  eraployes  a]>'>n  liearina'  of  his  d*Vith,  exclaimed,  •*  It's 
too  Ivad,  too  bad  I  Sncii  men  a^  .Mr.  Freeman  are  rarely  found.  Voii 
do  not  nieei  tlieni  every  day,  <>r  i]i  e\  ery  to^vn.  Laru-e  hearted  and  gen- 
erous. Ids  name  v.ijl  h:u!g  he  c]i«-Mi.>lied  by  the  njany  he  enrpdoyed  and  as- 
sisted long  after  Ins  remains  are  laid  in  tlieir  last  resting  place.  M]', 
Freeman's  Avc)rd  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  no  man  ever  said  thai  he 
pi'Oinisei]  \vh;\t  lie  did  nor  perform."  Such  an  expression  as  this  is 
woi'th  pages  of  studied  eulogy.' 

Anoliier  expression  of  tlie  same  class  came  frotn  the  directors  of  the 
Adams  National  Ijank,  who  we  are  assured  felt  and  ]>elieved  every  word 
of  what  thev  resolved,  of  whic'i  vre  i^-ive  tln^^  essential  Dortion  : 

"  Whereas  it  has  pleased  God  to  remove  by  death  our  esteemed  townsman,  W. 
W.  Freeman,  who  has  been  long;  identified  with  the  business  interest?  of  this  com- 
muriity,  and  for  i8  years  a  director  of  this  bank,  tiierefore 

ResoKed,  that  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Freeman  we  recognize  not  only  a  great 
loss  to  this  institution  and  ti^c  puldic  in  a  business  point  of  view,  but  in  a  far  greater 
and  deeper  sense  we  deplore  the  loss  of  a  true  citizen,  a  genial  friend,  and  an  up- 
right man. 

"  In  his  character  and  life  were  combined  and  illustrated  many  shining  and 
rare  traits.  He  vv^as  the  soul  of  financial  honor.  His  word  was  ever  as  good  as  gold. 
The  poor  and  needy  ever  found  in  him  a  generous  friend.  For  years  an  employer 
of  labor,  he  never  stood  aloof  from  the  laboring  men,  who  ioved  hirn  and  followed 
him  v/itli  tears  to  his  grave. 

Fie  was  an  ardent  hater  of  shams,  a  chivalrous  and  outspoken  advocate  of 
right  as  he  understood  it,  in  politics  and  all  his  relations  to  his  fellow  men.  His 
dignified  yet  frank  and  genial  deportment  in  the  daily  intercourse  of  life  won  for  him 
personally  and  socially  hosts  of  friends,  and  at  his  sudden  demise  the  entire  com- 
munity are  mourners." 

The  funeral  services  of  Mr.  Freeman  were  held  at  the  Congregational 
church,  where  Rev.  T.  T.  Munger  preached  a  sermon  in  which  he  beauti- 
fully and  truthfully  portrayed  his  character.  The  pall  bearers  were  L. 
L.  Brown,  James  Renfrew,  A.  C.  Houghton,  S.  W.  Brayton,  E.  S.  AVil- 
kmson,  C.  T.  Sampson,  H.  G.  B.  Flslier,  and  A.  W.  Flodge. 

CALYIN  T.  SA:\[FS0N. 

Calvin  T.  Sampson  is  the  descendant,  in  the  seventh  generation,  in 
direct  line,  from  Abraham  Sampson,  who  emigrated  to  America,  landing- 
at  Plymouth,  about  1629.  His  brother,  Henry,  was  one  of  the  company 
who,  in  1620,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  tlie  Mayfiomer.  in  company  with  his 
uncle,  Edward  I^illey.  Not  liaving  attained  his  majtudty,  he  did  not  sign 
the  memorable  compact  made  in  Cape  Cod  liarboi',  Xovend)er  11  rh,  F'Jt); 
and  for  the  same  reason,  probably,  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  his- 
torical list  of  tlie  AlaiifoLCrT  emigrants. 

These  brothers,  with  F'dder  William  Brewster  and  .Mil(\^  Standisli, 
made  their  residence,  in  163-2,  about  six  nd]':'>  norrli  v)t'  the  lirsr  imdlng 
place  of  the  Pilgrims. 
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This  new  settleiueut  received  the  name  of  Dllxbar3^  froni  Duxbnr\' 
Hall,  tlie  seat  of  the  Staadish  family  in  England. 

Abraliam  Sampson  wns  one  of  the  fifty-four  original  grantees  of 
Bj-idgev.ater,  in  16^)4,  though  he  did  not  remove  to  that  place. 

His  son,  Isaac,  born  in  IGGo,  married  Lydia,  granddaugiiter  of  Gap- 
tain  Miles  Standish.  He,  with  others  from  Duxbury  arid  Plyniouth, 
mnde  a  settlement,  about  li6S0,  in  wdiat  was  at  first  called  the  ^Vestern 
Precinct  of  Plymouth,*'  and  which,  in  1707,  was  incorporated  as  the 
town  of  Plymouth. 

His  eldest  son,  Tsanc,  resided  in  Plymouth  until  1730,  when  he 
moved  to  Middleboro,  where  he  died  in  1750. 

His  son,  Jacoby,  born  in  Middleboro,  in  173S,  vrlien  but  sixteen  years 
of  age  enlisted  in  the  troops  raised  by  the  }»lassachusetts  colon}',  to  serve 
in  the  Fi'ench  and  Indian  war  in  1754-  9,  and  was  present  in  the  battle  of 
Monongahela,  and  at  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock.  After  his  return 
from  the  war  he  moved  to  Xew  Salem,  which  w^as  settled  l)y  families 
from  Middleboro  and  Danvers,  the  latter  town  being  then  known  as  Sa- 
lem Farms. 

Early  in  the  Eevolution  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army,  serv^ed 
as  a  sergeant  through  the  war,  and  was  with  Ethan  Alien  at  the  taking 
of  Ticondei'oga. 

His  son,  also  named  Jacob,  born  in  1760,  was  a  trader  in  good  circum- 
stances, and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  Shays  rebellion  After  its 
failure,  his  property  was  confiscated,  and  a  warrant  issued  for  his  arrest. 
He  moved  with  his  family  to  Stamford,  Yt.,  a  town  situated  in  a  moun- 
tainous region,  sparsely  inhabited  and  covered  mostly  by  forests.  Here 
he  engaged  in  farming  ;  the  land,  however,  being  chielly  valuable  for  its 
growth  of  wood  and  timber. 

His  son,  Calvin,  was  also  a  farmer.  He  married  Polly  Millard,  of 
Stamford.  Calvin  T.  Sampson,  the  sul}jecc  of  this  sketch,  was  their 
vount'-est  son.  He  was  born  in  Stamford,  October  2d,  1826.  His  boy- 
hood  was  i^assed  on  the  farm.  When  eleven  years  of  age  he  began  to 
haul  wood  from  the  farm  to  Xorth  Adams,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  and 
in  this  w^ay  formed  acquaintances  which  were  useful  in  later  operations. 

He  had  a  thirst  for  knovvdedge  ;  and  by  working  extra  hours  earned 
some  money  with  which  he  purchased  text  books  ;  these  he  .studied  by 
himself.  At  sixteen  he  was  able,  with  the  aid  of  a  sister,  to  attend  the 
academy  at  North  Adams,  where  he  remained  one  tei'm. 

His  father  died  when  Calvin  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and  his 
elder  brother,  Chester,  took  charge  of  the  farm.  Mrs.  Sampson  liad  in- 
herited about  forty-tive  acres,  and  her  daughter  had  purchased  a  snmll 
piece  adjoining  ;  these  with  some  land  hired  by  Calvin  made  up  a  farm  of 
about  a  hundred  acres,  which  he  now  cultivated.  In  May,  bS41),  he  nuir- 
ried  Julia  Hayden,  of  Clarksburg,  Yi.  About  a  year  after  his  marriau'e 
Mr.  Sampson  had  his  iirst  experience  in  tlie  shoe  business,  (^♦^orire  Mil- 
lard, a  cousin,  had  purchased  the  f:i(^t'>ry  and  st(H'k  in  N.u'th  Adatus  of 
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Eoa<:tM's,  Ingraliam  cl'  Co..  vvlio  had  becoiiie  embarrassed  in  business.  This 
e>tablij?lin]enl  was  located  on  Eagle  sti-eet,  in  a  building  now  owned  b}- 
the  Isbell  esfate,  and  occupied  as  a  furnirure  store.  Boots  and  brogans 
were  tlie  articles  manufacmred. 

Millard  meeting  Sampson  one  da}^  on  tbe  street' at  iS^ortli  Adams 
snid  :  ''1  Ijave  something  I  want  you  to  do  for  me/'  and  explained  by 
showing  him  a  luost  sorry  pile  of  an  old  accumulated  lot  of  boots  and 
brogans  whicj]  were  included  in  his  purchase  of  Rodgers,  Ingraham  & 
Co.  ^'I  want  you  to  lake  these  out  and  sell  them.  Will  l)ilT  them  to 
you  very  low  and  you  can  make  some  money  on  tliem."  It  was  not  an 
inviting  feast  to  look  upon,  but  witli  the  arrangement  that  the  lot  should 
have  a  sprinkling  of  •*  nev/ goods/ '  Sampson  decided  to  undertake  it. 
He  took  a  load  into  his  wagon  and  made  a  trip  into  tlie  neighboring 
towns  and  in  four  days  had  disposed  of  his  load  for  batter,  dried  apples, 
and  a  sprinkling  of  cash,  making  on  this  trip  a  profit  of  s2o.  He  made 
other  trips  with  simJlar  results  until  he  had  disposed  of  the  wdiole  lot. 
He  iheu  sold  his  farm,  and  in  September,  1850,  moved  to  North  Adams. 
In  the  following  spring,  having  thus  tested  his  ability  as  a  salesman.  Mil- 
lard asked  Sampson  to  accompany  him  in  one  of  his  peddling  trips  in 
the  county,  agreeing  to  pay  his  expenses,  and  during  this  trip  ]\iillard 
was  so  satisfied  of  Sampson's  ability,  having  effected  sales  to  parties 
with  whom  he  himself  had  failed,  he  made  him  an  offer  of  a  salary  of 
S600  and  ex])enses  to  travel  for  him  one  year.  It  was  a  most  liberal  and 
tempting  offer  for  those  times,  but  Sampson  decided  not  to  accept  it, 
much  to  the  surprise  and  chagrin  of  his  cousin.  He  had  in  fact  decided 
he  might  as  well  have  all  the  profits  of  his  sales  as  well  as  only  a  portion. 
The  sequel  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  decision. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1851,  he  went,  foi-  the  fii'St  time  in  his  life,  to 
Boston,  determined  to  purchase  if  possible  a  stock  of  shoes  o/i  credit, 
carrying  with  him  only  850  in  cash.  A  total  stranger,  without  any  let- 
ters of  recommend  or  introduction,  the  mission  would  have  seemed  al- 
most fool-hardy.  It  did  require  pluck  and  a  "good  face,''  which  in  this 
instance,  at  least,  jj^wed  effectual.  He  repaired  to  the  store  of  Atherton, 
Stetson  k  Co.,  of  which  firm  he  had  heard  through  one  of  his  customers 
in  North  Adams.  After  explaining  to  them  what  he  had  done  in  the 
way  of  peddling  shoes,  and  what  he  purposed  to  do  with  a  new  supply, 
they  decided  to  furnish  him  with  a  small  invoice  of  shoes  to  tlie  amount 
of  $ll7,  on  three  months'  time,  with  the  condition  that  if  the  amount  was 
paid  in  thirty  days  he  should  be  allowed  a  discount  of  three  per  cent. 

A  similar  arrangemeut  was  made  with  AY.  N.  Sj^inney  at  Lynn;  and 
he  purchased  of  Christopher  Robinson,  also  of  Lynn,  a  bill  of  goods  for 
819  in  casii.  Thus  supplied  with  a  stock  he  returned  to  North  Adams 
and  began  business.  He  cari'ied  his  goods  from  house  to  house  in  a 
valise,  and  in  less  than  ten  days  had  sold  them  all  out.  He  ordered 
larger  invoices  from  Lynn  and  Boston  ;  in  thre^  montlis  was  able  t(.>  \n\v- 
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chase  a  horse  and  wagon,  and  by  Xovember  found  he  had  cleared  above 
all  expenses  over  81,100. 

On  tlie  18th  of  tlie  same  month  he  opened  a  store  in  North  Adams, 
which  he  cai'ried  on  witli  a  retail  trade  until  1S5S,  passing  sriccessfully 
tlirongh  tlie  ilnancial  crisis  of  1857.  An  incident  of  that  memorable  3'ear, 
showing  Mr.  Sampson's  versatility  of  resource  under  trying  circum- 
stances,, is  worth  recording. 

In  anticipation  of  the  inability  of  the  Adams  banks  to  furnish  him 
the  funds  necessary  to  meet  forthcoming  obligations  in  Lynn  and  Boston, 
he  repaired  to  tlie  latter  city  and  purchased  a  jol-  lot  of  shoes  and  rub- 
bers at  a  very  low  price,  and  which  were  disposed  of  to  the  conntry  mer- 
chants at  such  favorable  rates  that  he  was  enabled  to  meet  all  demands 
on  time  by  the  profit  of  the  venture. 

In  18r)8  he  commenced,  in  a  small  way,  the  manufacture  of  women's 
shoes  ;  the  pioneer  of  Avhat  has  since  become,  in  North  Adams,  one  of  its 
largest  manufacturing  industries. 

'  His  first  manufactory  was  located  on  Eagle  street,  in  the  two  story 
wooden  building  now  occupied  as  a  meat  market. 

He  next  purchased  the  tannery  property  on  Eagle  street,  enlarged  it 
and  occupied  it  as  a  shoe  manufactory  until  1869.  This  business  was 
prosperous  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  w^ar,  at  which  time  he  had 
accumulated  about  816,000.  He  lost  considerable  sums  from  Southern 
debtors,  so  that  his  whole  capital  was  sunk  and  he  became  seriously 
embarrassed.  He  kept  at  work,  however,  and  by  1863  liad  regained  a 
substantial  foothold.  In  that  year,  to  secure  a  new  and  wider  held  of 
customers,  he  opened  a  store  in  Boston,  which  he  gave  up  two  years  after; 
and  has  since  filled  orders  directly  from  his  factory. 

In  1869  he  sold  the  Eagle  street  factory  to  E.  R.  Millard,  a  coasin, 
and  in  September  of  the  same  year  purchased  the  building  on  Marsliall 
street,  which  had  been  erected  by  a  company  for  the  manufacture  of 
tools,  but  which  enterprise  had  fallen  through. 

This  building,  much  enlarged  and  improved,  is  shown  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  The  circumstance  which  has  made  Mr.  Sampson's 
name  a  familiar  one  throughout  the  country,  was  the  employment  in 
his  factory  of  Chinese  labor.  It  brings  out,  too,  in  strong  light,  the 
real  character  and  pluck  of  the  man  in  overcoming  any  formidable  ob- 
stacle to  the  successful  prosecution  of  his  business. 

As  early  as  in  1866,  and  from  that  on  to  the  year  1870,  he  had  had 
repeated  collisions  with  the  order  known  as  the  "Knights  of  St.  Cris- 
pin," the  object  of  wdiich  society  was  to  enable  boot  and  shoe  operatives 
to  combine  for  mutual  support  as  against  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Sampson  at  first  yielded  to  its  demands  for  increase  of  wages, 
but  at  last  resolved  to  resist  it,  and  discharged  such  of  his  operatives  as 
he  knew  to  be  a^'tive  in  the  organization,  aiul  in  stirring  up  discontent  in 
his  factory.  He  sent  to  Noi'tli  Brookli'*l'l  ['oi-  others,  and  succeeded  in. 
engaging  thirty-three  operatives  on  explicit  terms;  l)ut  these  men  were 
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soon  prevailed  upon  by  tlie  St.  Crispins  of  NortL.  Adams  to  throw  up 
tlieir  contracts.  Some  time  before  this  last  effort  to  supi)ly  his  factory 
with  American  workmen,  Mr.  Sampson  had  clipped  from  a  newspapei'  the 
statement  tliat  Chiiiese  labor  liad  been  successfally  employed  in  the  shoe 
manufactories  of  San  Francisco.  He  laid  it  by  for  future  use,  and  he 
now  tliought  the  tin:ie  had  come  to  act  upon  it,  and  on  the  sam.e  day  the 
North  Brookfield  men  left  his  factory,  he  started  his  superintendent,  Mr. 
Geoi'ge  Chase,  for  San  Francisco.  The  result  was  that  he  employed 
seventy- live  Chinamen  under  a  contiact  to  work  by  the  laonth  for  three 
years.  These  were  folioAved  l)y  lifty  others  in  the  year  following.  Ac- 
commodations w^^ie  provided  for  tliem  on  the  premises.  Their  work 
proved  satisfactory  and  prolltable,  and  resulted  in  breaking  u].)  the  St. 
Crispin  oi'der.  not  only  in  North  Adams  but  in  tlie  entire  State.  After 
the  termination  of  tlie  three  years,  for  seven  years  thereafter  they  were 
hired  by  the  piece  with  the  same  wages  paid  for  other  help  in  the  same 
departnient  of  work.  These  men  were  exclusively  employed,  in  the  bot 
toming  department,  wliere  the  trouble  had  always  existed.  The  object 
for  which  tliey  had  been  employed  having  been  fully  accomplished,  after 
ten  years  of  successful  employment  the  last  of  these  Chinamen  left  for 
their  native  country,  some  of  them  carrying  with  them  upvv^ards  of  82,000 
as  a  result  of  their  savings. 

'  In  1S7S  the  C.  T.  Sampson  Manufacturing  Company  was  incorporated, 
Mr.  Sampson  holding  the  position  of  president,  George  W.  Chase,  who 
has  been  its  treasurer  sijice  the  organization,  began  with  Mr.  Sampson,  as 
bookkeeper,  in  1S65. 

-  In  politics  Mr.  Sampson  is  a  republican,  and  while  never  a  seeker  for 
T)olitical  office,  has  been  one  of  the  most  staunch  supporters  of  its  prin- 
ciples. He  is  a  director  in  the  Adams  National  Bank,  and  is  president 
of  the  North  Adams  Savings  Bank.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  deacon. 

For  upwards  of  seventeen  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sampson  have  made 
their  home  at  the  Wilson  House,  aud  for  several  years  past,  to  avoid  the 
severity  of  Berkshire  winters,  they  have  passed  thern  in  the  South. 

Thorough  and  honorable  in  all  his  business  transactions,  a  liberal 
contributor  to  all  objects  considered  worthy,  a  steadfast  friend,  and  a  de- 
voted husband,  Mr.  Sampson  well  deserves  thie  high  place  he  holds  in  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

SANFORD  BLACKIXTON. 

The  life  of  Sanford  Blackinton  is  remarkable  in  many  resp^-cts  and 
unique  in  one.  Living  in  this  year.  1 SS5.  at  his  beautiful  residence  in 
North  Adanjs,  at  the  age  of  8S.  in  'he  full  possession  of  all  }i.is  mental 
faculti^-s,  and  being  the  efficient  ]  r-^i  l^nt  of  a  bank  of  hirge  capital,  his 
story  covers  three  quarters  uf  a  <  --:.:'iryof  business  life,  inchuliiig  the 
Vv  hole  period  in  v,  hich  the  woolen  n.an'ifacture  for  the  cuuiu y  has  existed, 
in  its  present  form,  and  having  hiDi--ii  been  identitied  wiih  it  Li\.>ii\  luv 
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first.  The  cotemporary  of  Lemuel  Pomeroy  and  Daniel  Stearns,  of  Pitts- 
field,  and  Russell  Brcnvn,  of  Adams,  lie  is  to  day  the  sole  living  represent- 
ative of  the  earliest  generation  of  the  men  who  have  made  Berkshire  the 
great  niannfactnring  county  it  is. 

Mr.  Blackinlon  was  born  at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  10th,  1797, 
and  was  the  second  of  ten  children  of  Otis  and  Ruth  (Richardson)  Black- 
inton.  Of  their  five  sons,  three  are  living,  Sanford  and  Peter  in  North 
Adams,  and  Noble  in  Denmark,  Lee  Go.,  Iowa.  Of  their  four  daughters 
one,  Mrs.  Jidine  Mitchvell,  is  now  a  widow  and  resides  in  North  Adams, 
and  another,  Harriet,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Josiah  T.  Smith,  D.D.,  living 
near  Boston. 

"We  have  no  precise  information  as  to  the  time  of  the  emigration  of 
the  family  to  America,  or  from  what  country  it  came,  but  the  name  is 
probably  a  variation  of  Blackiston,  a  family  of  note  among  the  gentrj'  of 
the  English  county  of  Durham.  We  do  not  find  the  name  of  Bhickinton 
in  any  of  the  genealogical  or  geographical  works  regarding  Gh'eat  Britain 
which ^are  within  our  reach,  and  such  changes  as  we  suggest  as  probable 
in  this  case  have  been  of  common  occurrence  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies ;  Hobart,  for  instance,  becoming  Hubbard  or  Ilibbard,  and 
even  so  strange  a  transformation  taking  place  as  that  of  the  aristocratic 
name  of  Crawford  in  Scotland  appearing  in  Pittsfieid  history  as  Crowfoot. 

Sanford  Blackinton's  grandfather  and  great-grandfather,  both  farm- 
ers, were  born  and  died  in  Attleboro.  His  father,  also  a  farmer,  removed 
from  Attleboro  about  1801,  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  100  acres,  near  the 
site  of  the  present  village  of  Blackinton,  in  North  Adams.  He  added  the 
vocation  of  schoolmaster  to  that  of  farmer,  teaching  a  school  about  two 
miles  from  the  farm,  to  and  from  which  he  rode  on  horseback,  taking  his 
son  with  him.  Sanford  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
first  under  his  father's  instruction,  and  later  in  one  at  North  Adams. 

When  he  was  about  16  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the  business  of  a 
woolen  manufacturer  as  an  apprentice  to  Artemas  Crittenden,  in  a  mill 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Blackinton  woolen  mills  and  was 
afterward  burned.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Crittenden  four  years  and 
then  worked  something  less  than  a  year  with  Hedrick  Willey  in  Williams- 
town,  earning  875,  and  losing  it  by  \Villey's  failure.  He  then  worked  for 
two  years  in  the  same  concern,  whicli  in  the  meantime  changed  hands 
several  times. 

He  then  worked  at  several  places  for  short  periods  until  the  spring 
of  1821,  when,  at  the  age  of  24  years,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Rufus  Wells  and  Joseph  L.  White,  and  built  a  mill  near  the  old  Willey 
iiMl  which  stood  near  what  is  now  Blackinton  village.  It  liad  one  set 
of  machinery,  u])on  which  the  x)i'op]'ietors  <lid  nn^st  of  their  uwn  work. 
Each  of  the  firm  contributed  sLOO  as  cash  capital,  credit  doinu'  the  rest. 
The  firm  name  was  AVells,  Blackinton  cS:  White,  but  the  mill  was  popu- 
larly kn-nvn  ;is  The  Boys'  l\ictory, "  (>n  account  of  rhe  youth  of  (hn 
builders  and  owners. 
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It  was  ii  snml]  beginning, nnd  the  woolen  nvjinifacture  was  then  in  its 
infnncy,  bnt  ''The  Boys'  Factory''  prov'ed  to  be  the  seed  of  foitune  for 
Mr.  Llackinton. 

The  fij'ni  oontinried  unchanged  nntil  1838,  and  rapidly  bnilt  up  its 
business.  In  the  meantime  they  bought  the  old  mill  built  in  1814,  by 
Willey.  two  rods  west  of  that  built  by  themselves  and  very  near  the 
Williainstowii  line.  It  also  took  the  name  of  "  The  Boys'  Factory/' 
altliough  tlie  firm  were  gerring  well  into  manhood. 

They  had  advanced  very  far  as  eaily  as  1829.  The  mill  of  1814,  a 
three  stoi'y  woudeJi  building  of  CO  by  25  feet,  had  9  looms,  465  spindles, 
employed  20  persons,  and  made  annually  52,000  yards  of  satinet.  The 
mill  of  1821,  a  three  story  wooden  building  of  50  feet  by  25,  making  cot- 
ton satinet  warps,  had  300  spindles  and  employed  20  persons.  The  two 
mills  worked  together,  the  one  doing  the  cai'ding,  spinning,  and  weaving 
of  the  wool,  the  other  preparing  the  cotton  warp.  According  to  the 
custon]  of  the  day,  the  mill  also  carded  wool  and  dressed  cloth  for  the 
household  weavers  who  made  a  large  proportion  of  the  cloth  produced 
.  in  the  county  where  power  looms  were  not  known  until  1827.  The  en- 
largement of  the  building  and  improvements  of  the  machinery  of  the 
"Boys'  Factor}^  "  betvreen  1821  and  1829  were  remarkable  at  that  time 
and  sho\\ed  the  vigor  of  youth  and  sound  business  talent. 

In  the  year  18:^8,  Mr.  AYhite  becoming  dissatisfied,  his  partners  pur- 
chased his  interest,  paying  him  on  the  basis  of  63t\0O0  as  the  value  of 
the  whole  proiperty.  The  busint^ss  was  carried  on  for  several  years  longer 
under  the  firm  name  of  Wells  &  Blackinton,  when,  ]Mr.  AVells  dying, 
Mr.  Blackinton  l^ecame  by  purchase  sole  proprietor.  While  the  partner- 
ship continued  the  present  stone  portion  of  the  factory  vras  built  in  1842 
and  was  at  that  time  the  most  substantial  structure  for  such  purposes  in 
Berkshire  county.  It  was  then  100  feet  long  and  subsequent  additions 
have  made  it  a  45(»  feet  building,  a  portion  being  of  wood. 

Sanford  Blackinton  conducted  tlie  business  in  his  own  name  until 
the  year  1850,  when  he  admitted,  as  partners,  Charles  Atkinson  and  John 
B.  Tyler,  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  Blackinton  k  Co.  This  partnt^rshi]) 
continued  until  1855,  wdien  Charles  Atkinson  retired,  and  John  R.  Bhick- 
inton  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  hrm  with  its  style  unchanged. 

In  1861,  the  interests  in  the  firm  of  John  B.  Tyler  and  Jolin  R. 
Blackinton  were  bought  by  \riliiam  S.  Blackinton,  son  of  Sanford.  who 
became  an  equal  partner  with  his  father,  under  the  firm  name  of  S. 
Blackinton  &  Son,"  which  firm  so  continued,  with  wonderful  business 
success,  until  rhe  death  of  the  son,  in  1875.  a  period  of  14  years. 

Under  the  will  of  W.  S.  Blackinton  the  business  was  rt-npiired 
to  be  carried  on  for  two  years  under  the  old  hi-m  name.  At  the  uud  of 
that  time  the  S.  Blackinton  Woolen  ?kfannfacnuing  Com[)any  was  organ- 
ized under  rhe  statutes  of  the  commonwealth  with  n  \yAh\  up  capiral  of 
8250.000.  a  very  iii>eral  adv-an(.e  on  the  8:)!io       1821 . 

Mr.  SanOjrd  Blackinton       slili  prc-.-iileiu  uf  the  company  and  riie 
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f  ot])er  oflirers  are  0.  A.  Archer,  secretcii'v  and  treasurer,  and  Lerauel 
Ponif-i'oy,  genera]  manager.  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  a  grandson  of  Mr.  Biack- 
inton  and  ^Ir.  .Nrelier  married  his  neiee,  a  daughter  of  his  brother  John. 

I  The  village  of  Bhiclvinton  lias  gio\\'n  up  around  the  hictory  which 

now  affords  support  to  many  operatives  and  tlieir  families,  where,  when 
he  first  went  tliere,  there  v/ere  no  l)uildings  except  the  old  mill  and  one 
old  honsp.  He  has  Inillt  a  clmr:-;i  h  at  his  own  expense,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  a  society  i eprt-sentiug  a  union  of  the  Baptist,  Methodist,  and 

I  Congregational  churches  of  ^^orth  Adams,  wliose  pastors  find  no  difhcul- 

ty  in  hlling  its  pulpit  hrirmeniously,  a-  ct-rtaiuly  would  liave  done 

I  when  Ml'.  Blackinton  began  to  make  the  village  which  bears  liis  name. 

j'         Tliis  village  Avas  his  hum-  until  he  biillL,  in  1872,  his  present  almost  pala- 

I  tia!  resideiu?e  on  Churoli  lJ.il],  in  ^\)rr]i  Adams,  on  the  corner  of  Main 

and  Cliurcli  streets.  But  until  the  |)resent  year  be  has  continued  to  daih" 
visit  the  mill  at  Blackinton  village. 

Outside  of  iiis  }>ersonal  manufa.ctarlng  business,  ^li'.  Blaclvinton  has 
heen  an  active  man,  and  so  continues.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
Adams  Xational  Bank  since  its  organizaton  in  1835,  and  president  since 
it  became  a  national  l.xmk.  Besides  his  handsome  residence  and  his  fac- 
tory he  has  contributed  to  the  archirecture  of  the  town  tlie  fine  Blackin- 
ton Bloc]%.  on  Holden  stieet.  He  is  not  at  all  an  office  seeker,  but  has 
always  taken  an  intelligerit  interest  in  politics,  being  at  first  a  whig  and 
then  a  lepublican.  B^-siuhs  holding  some  honorable  municipal  offices, 
he  represented  Adams  in  the  Legislatures  of  1831  and  183-2. 

He  is  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  but 
liberal  in  regard  to  other  denominations  as  his  action  with  regard  to  the 
chapel  at  Blackinton  shows.  He  was  one  of  the  most  generous  contril)u- 
tors  to  the  building  of  the  Baptist  church  in  North  Adams,  one  of  the 

'  most  beautiful  ecclesiastical  structures  in  Berkshire. 

Mr.  Blackinton' s  first  Avife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Asa  Russell,  of 
Pownal,  Vr.,  and  their  children  were  William  S.,  Mary  Frances,  and 
Austin  ;  the  last  dying  at  the  age  of  3  years. 

I  His  second  wife  was  Eliza,  daughter  of  Joel  Robinson,  of  Attleboro, 

the  old  home  of  the  family:  by  her  he  had  one  son,  Everett  Austin. 

William  S.  Blackinton  married  Sasan  Frances, daughter  of  Benjamin 
F.  Rolunson.  of  Xorth  Adams,  by  which  union  there  vv'ere  two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  His  daughter,  Mary  Frances,  married  William  L. 
Pomeroy,  the  father  of  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  the  present  mamiger  of  the 
Blaclvinton  Mills. 

THE  JOIIXSOX  FAMILY. 

Residents  of  Xorth  Adams  will  recall  Mrs.  Statira  (Spelhnain.  widow 
of  Jonathan  Jolmson.  who  reared  a  fanuly  of  sons  (here.  The  bimily  for 
many  generati(Uis  resided  in  (Ji jnuccricut,  where  these  sons  were  born. 
Lucia- A.  and  P;ojs-i!i<,  two  .>r  rltes'^  :^ons,  are  now  It.vuli ng  citizens  of 
Beh  't.  ^Vis..  where  t];"v  serried  in  1800.    The  former  lia^  n<>  ilesceiid- 
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ants.  Those  of  rho  latter  now  living  are:  "Mary  A.  fMrs.  Theodore  B. 
Wells),  Ohica-o,  Til.:  Edgar  ]\[.,  Whitewater,  Wis.;  Emma  E.  (Mrs.  IL 
G.  ITelTron),  ^Silvertoii,  Colorado. 

edwaj:d  f.  baknes,  d.  d.  s. 

Edward  F.  Barnes,  J).  B.  S..  now  engnged  in  tlie  practice  of  den- 
tistry at  No.  7  \Vesl  Thirty- third  s!]"eet,  Iscw  York  cit}",  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  Ins  knov/ledge  of  hi^  rlu'vnn  pi'ofession  in  Xorth  Adams,  where 
lie  uas  a  ])npil  of  A.  F.  BaA-enport.  B.  B.  S..  beginning  in  1SG4.  He 
gi'adua ted- (Philadelphia)  in  IbTo,  and  afterward  settled  in  XeAv  y"ork 
ciry.  He  rnariied  the  danght<:'r  of  Steplien  Walley,  of  Williamstown,  the 
lirsr  cotton  nianiifacfnrer  in  th-ar  part  of  the  county. 

FOKDYCE  jor, 

Fordyce  Joy  married  Jane  Eliza,  daughter  of  Reuben  Smith,  of 
]!'\ortli  Adams,  and  settled  in  South  Adams,  fie  had  three  children  i>orn 
there.  Of  tliese  the  eldest.  Ann  "\^'.,  w'lie  of  Byman  Van  Jjoan,  died  in 
Firtstield.  Edward  Stansbury  is  now  a  resident  of  Chicago.  He  served 
in  the  vrar  of  the  Rebellion. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


TOWN  OF  ALFORD. 


By  H.  C.  Warner. 


Descriptive. — Early  settlers. — Revolution. — Town  Clerks. — Changes  in  Boundary, — Militia, — 
Mills  and  Manufactories. — Post  Otfice. — Marble  Quarries. — Hotels. — Cemeteries. — Con- 
gregational Church. — 3Iethodist  Episcopal  Church. — Union  Meeting  House. — Justices. — 
Physicians. — Town  House. — Civil  War. 


Ills  town  is  of  irregular  form.    Its  greatest  length  is  on  the  west, 


X  vrhere  it  is  a  little  more  than  five  miles,  while  its  width  varies 
from  240  rods  to  three  miles.  The  town  is  mountainous  and  hilly  on  all 
sides  except  the  south,  and  is  divided  into  an  eastern  and  western  section 
by  a  mountain  range  running  through  its  center.  Tom  Ball  Mountain, 
near  the  south  part  of  AVest  Stockbridge,  extends  into  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  town,  and  as  it  continues  south  it  is  called  Long  Pond 
Mountain.  For  several  years  after  the  arrival  of  settlers,  wild  turkeys, 
raccoons,  deer,  wildcats,  and  bears  abounded  on  these  mountains,  and  it 
is  related  by  old  residents  that  a  man  was  killed  by  a  bear  a  century  ago 
in  "  The  C^-ore,''  near  vvhere  CaiJtain  Sylvanus  Wilcox  settled.  Witli  the 
exception  of  an  occasional  wildcat  or  coon  all  the  above  mentioned  ani- 
mals have  disappeared.  A  cave  called  the  Devil's  Den,  and  the  Frying 
Pan  Spring  are  curiosities.  The  inhabitants  are  mostly  faruiers.  The 
soil  i<,  either  gravelly  or  loamy  with  a  mixture  of  clay. 

Thei'e  is  no  reliable  evidence  of  inhabitants  before  17,")0,  and  there 
were  not  Tuany  until  1756.  The  southern  and  central  part  of  the  town 
are  in  the  Shawenon  purchase,  as  conveyed  October  2'Jtli,  lloij.  by  Joseph 
Quinequaunt  and  Shauanun,  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  to  Tiinotliy 
Woodbridge.  Steplien  Kelsey,  sen.,  Ebenezer  Hamlin,  John  llanilin.  Rob- 
ert Warsori,  Ebenezer  Warner,  Eliatha  Rew,  Elmithan  Pronson,  Anthony 
Hoskins,  Michah  Hoskins,  Jonah  For<:in.  Stephen  Kelsey,  jr.,  Simon 
Cook,  Daniel  Kelsey.  Another  tract  north  of  this,  called  the  Greenland 
Grant,  of  1,500  acres,  was  conveyed  I)y  Josiah  Dwight  and  others,  as  a 
COD  noil  tee  of  tii.e  tJeurial  (jourt,  in  <'(..>iisif'i  eraiion  of  .t:IOi »,  to  David 
Ingersoii,  July  17th,  IToi,'.    In  DectMuber,   i  7JS.  Wdliaiu  lirorisou  w;is 


granted  1,4:?")  acres,  in  the  SLiowenon  pnrrliase,  which  was  surveyed  by 
John  TIanilin  and  Daniel  Kelsey,  and  recorded  in  the  Proprietors'  Book, 
page  127. 

Between  1751  and  17G0  the  settlers  were  Stephen  K-elsey,  sen,,  Dan- 
iel Kelsey,  Stephen  Kelsey,  jr.,  Abel  Kelsey,  William  Bronson,  Elnathan 
Bronson,  Ebenezer  Warner,  Ithamar  Warner,  John  Harper,  John  Hamlin, 
Ebenezer  Hamlin,  Anthony  Hosldns,  Elezer  Barrett,  Eeuben  Kelsey. 
Aaron  Sperry.  Between  17G0  and  17Go,  Ebenezer  Barrett,  William  Jones, 
Kobert  Jolinson,  Daniel  Morris,  Moses  Bronson,  Abigal  Ticknor  (widow 
of  William  Ticknor).  Jonathan  Ticknor,  Daniel  Ticknor,  Sarah  Bostwick, 
Mehetable  Ticknor.  Annie  Ticknor,  Ezekial  Olds,  Daniel  Munger,  and 
Ezra  Crippen.  Betv.  een  1765  and  177o,  Sylvanns  Wilcox,  Benoni  Hop- 
kins, John  Hnlbert,  Simeon  Hnlbert,  James  Baker,  John  Adams,  Deodat 
Ingei'soll,  Daniel  Kellogg,  James  McLallen,  Daniel  Griffen,  Jabez  Olm- 
sted, Nathan  Daley,  Joshua  Hnlbert,  Noah  Hopkins,  Jonathan  Hill, 
James  VN^alker,  Job  >Iilk,  Henr^'  McMan,  Elezer  Morris,  Thomas  Crippen, 
Joseph  Gilbert, Seth  Hamlin,  Abner  Kellogg,  Jedediah  Eew,  Nathan 
Sperry,  and  Seth  Olds. 

Most  of  tlie  early  settlers  v/ere  from  Connecticut.  The  Sperrys  were 
from  Hartford,  the  Ticknor  and  Hamlin  families  from  Sharon,  the  Barretts 
from  Salisbury,  in  that  State,  and  the  Bronsons  from  Amenia,  N.  Y. 

The  original  portion  of  the  town  previous  to  its  incorporation  be- 
longed to  Great  Harrington.  Hi  17G9  John  Hamlin  and  others  asked  the 
consent  of  that  town  to  a  separation,  but  their  request  was  refused.  They 
then  applied  to  the  General  Court,  but  Great  Harrington  again  objected  : 
a  committee  of  the  town  reported  adversely  to  a  town  meeting  then  in 
session,  which  report  was  accejjted  and  David  Tngersoll,  jr.,  the  represen- 
tative from  Great  Barrington,  Sheffield,  and  Egremont,  was  instructed  to 
lay  the  objection  before  the  General  Court.  This  action  for  a  time  pre- 
vented a  separation,  but  it  could  not  be  long  delayed,  and  the  new  town, 
named  Alford — after  a  place  in  England — was  incorporated  February 
16th,  1773.  Tins  ti'act  of  land,  previous  to  its  incorporation,  togetlier 
with  a  tract  extending  southward,  was  called  by  the  Indians,  Shawenon  ; 
and  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  white  m.en,  that  portion  where  the  vil- 
lage now  is  was  named  Podunke.  The  derivation  of  this  word  is  un- 
known and  the  name  is  now  abandoned. 

At  the  first  tovrn  meeting  in  Febi-uary,  1773,  David  Tngersoll  was 
%  moderator  ;  John  Hnlbert,  clerk;  Deodat  Tngersoll,  John  Hulberi,  Wil- 
liam Bronson,  Daniel  Kellogg,  Elezer  Barrett,  selectmen  ;  William  Bron- 
son, treasurer  ;  Stephen  Kelsey  and  Sylvan  us  Wilcox,  constables  and 
collectors  ;  chui'cli  wardens,  John  Morris,  James  McLalland  ;  surveyors 
of  highways,  IKaniei  GritYen,  Jabez  Olmsted,  Daniel  Ticknor,  Eobt-rt 
Johnson  ;  deer  reeves^  Ezra  Crip[)en,  Deodat  Tngersoll  ;  sealer  of  leather 
and  tithing'  man,  Noah  Ho]ikin^  ;  hog  iveves,  Nathan  Daley,  Jv>^hua 
Hu.ll)prr;  DVf-^vs^^ers  of  tlie  v;ov]v  house,  Robert  .b>linson,  .Tames  Baktr, 
Willian.]  Bronson.    The  house  of  Bronson  was  nnule  the  work  house. 
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Through  the  Revohition  the  town  sustained  its  pro])ortir)n  of  the 
public  burdens.  At  a  meeting  at  the  house  of  Simeon  Ilulbert,  Fel^ruary 
9th,  177.*),  'd  committee  was  chosen  to  receive  and  forward  donations  to  the 
poor  of  ]-)Oston.  At  a.  meeting  in  December  of  that  year  they  voted  to 
purchase  powder  and  lead  for  the  use  of  the  town.  In  177G  Dr.  John 
IIull>ert,  William  Bi'onson,  Daniel  Kellogg,  Job  Milk,  and  Sylvan  us  Wil- 
cox were  the  committee  of  correspondence  and  safety.  In  1777  it  was 
voted  to  exempt  men  necessailly  employed  at  the  forge  from  service  in 
the  army. 

In  1777  Deodat  Ingersoll,  Nathan  Baldwin,  Jonathan  Iliil,  Titus 
Barnes.  Geoi'ge  Darby,  and  Cale^)  Hill  were  reported  as  disloyal  to  the 
United  States.  What  action  was  taken  the  records  do  not  state.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  they  became  reconciled,  as  they  remained  in  town, 
and  in  after  years  held  office.  In  177S  Elezer  ]3arrett,  Robert  Johnson, 
and  William  Bronson  were  a  committee  to  provide  food  for  tlie  families 
of  men  absent  in  the  army.-  The  same  year  the  town  voted  tliat  no  per- 
sons be  allowed  to  reside  in  town  unless  they  have  certificates  fj'om  some 
public  officer  that  they  are  friendly  to  the  independence  of  the  Uidted 
States.  In  March,  1770,  £'G0  were  voted  for  the  support  of  soldiers'  families. 
In  T7S0  £2.0o0  were  voted  for  the  i^urchase  of  1,900  pounds  of  beef  for  the 
army,  and  Dr.  John  Hull^ert,  Lieutenant  John  Adams,  Lieutenant  Ezra 
Kellogg,  and  Captain  Sylvanus  Wilcox  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
procure  meti  for  the  Continental  army. 

In  177o  the  selectmen  were  Elezer  Barrett,  William  Bronson.  Syl- 
vanus Wilcox  ;  in  1776.  Job  Milk,  John  Hulbert,  Daniel  Kelsey ;  1777, 
AVilliam  Bronson,  Joseph  Gilbert,  Daniel  Kelsey  ;  1778,  John  Hulbert, 
James  Baker,  Daniel  Kelsey  ;  1779,  Aaron  Sperry,  William  Bj-onson, 
John  Hulbert;  17S0,  Abner  Kellogg,  Joshua  Hulbert,  William  Bronson; 
1781,  Daniel  Kelsey,  Abner  Kellogg,  John  Hulbert  ;  1782,  Sylvanus  Wil- 
cox, Jedediah  Revr,  Joshua  Hulbert. 

Dr.  John  Hulbert  was  town  clerk  through  the  Revolution.  Since 
then  to  1820  the  clerks  have  been:  Seth  Hamlin  to  1785  ;  from  1785  to 
ISOO.  John  Adams,  jr..  Moses  Fairchild.  Philander  Hulbert,  James  Bloss, 
Jonah  Kellogg:  from  1800  to  IS'20,  Isaac  Hulbert,  Elihu  Lester,  Sylvanus 
Tobey,  Charles  Kellogg,  John  H.  Fairchild,  Erastus  Hamlin,  William  B. 
Fenn. 

In  1778  the  lands  west  of  the  ridge  of  Long  Pond  Mountain  were  an- 
nexed to  this  town.  Previous  to  this.  Great  Barrington  extended  so  far 
west  as  .to  include  the  ground  on  which  the  meeting  house  and  a  part  of 
the  village  stands.  The  land  thus  annexed  was  032  rods  long,  vrith  a 
width  of  210  rods  at  the  north  and  2GG  rods  at  the  soutli  end.  In  1819 
another  tract,  sixty  rods  in  length,  at  the  south  end  of  the  tirsc,  was,  on 
petition  of  Elijah  Hewins  and  Xoi'man  Lester,  who  resided  thereon,  taken 
from  Great  Bari'ington  and  annexed  to  this  rown.  In  1847  the  southwest 
corner  01  West  Stocklnldge,  where  Frederick  and  ILuace  Fii eh  reside, 
was  also  annexed.    The  boundtiry  between  tlie  town  and  Egreniout  was 
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established  in  1790.  A  gore  of  lard  west  and  norrli  of  the  Greenland 
grant  fell  within  the  town  by  the  establishment  of  the  line  between  Mas- 
sachnsett"^  and  New  York. 

The  militia  of  the  town  eiglity  years  ago  formed  part  of  the  Xinth 
division  of  the  State.  In  September,  1814,  a  draft  being  ordered  by  the 
State  for  the  protection  of  J3ostoii,  the  town  militia  were  paraded  on  the 
village  gi-eeu,  nearly  in  front  of  the  present  residence  of  Ezra  Tickuor. 
It  beginning  to  rain  the  men  were  marched  a  few  rods  east,  to  the  large 
barn  belonging  to  Dr.  John  Hnlbert,  vdiere  they  took  shelter  from  the 
storm.  Captain  Isaac  Tititle,  tlie  commander,  held  a  hat  containing 
tickets  ::'or  the  draft,  from  v,hich  each  man  in  tnrn,  stepping  from  the 
ranks,  drew  either  a  bhank  ticket  or  one  whicii  designated  that  he 
must  march  to  the  seat  of  contemj)lated  hostilities.  The  sergeants  and 
corporals  were  first  drafted  and  afterward  the  privates.  Among  others 
present  as  sitectators  of  this  draft  was  Deacon  Elezer  Barrett,  then  eighty- 
one  years  old  :  Dr.  John  Hnlbert,  in  old  age  :  and  Ezra  Ticknor,  then  a 
lad  of  twelve  years,  wlio  went  on  the  hay  mow  to  witness  the  proceed- 
ings. After  the  Revolution  and  until  the  militia  were  disbanded  in  jS30, 
the  captains  were  Philander  Hnlbert,  Isaac  Tattle,  Daniel  Barrett,  Philo 
Sperry,  La  Fayette  Barnum,  Hiram  Johns,  Michael  Tattle,  William 
Kichols. 

The  Seekonk  Elver  has  its  source  in  \Yest  Stockbridge  and  ii.ows 
through  this  tOAvn  in  a  southeast  direction.  It  receives  several  tributaries 
fi'om  the  west.  In  1764  Jonathan  Hughes.  Daniel  Barnes,  Joseph  Jones, 
and  Ebenezer  Barrett  erected  a  grist  mill  on  the  west  side  of  this  stream, 
on  lot  Xo.  '23,  where  Stephen  Smith's  mill  now  stands.  In  1793  Elezer 
Barrett,  jr..  conveyed  this  mill  to  Blodgett  Smith.  From  1793  to  1800 
Simeon  and  Abijah  Hnlbert  and  Asahel  Gilbert  were  owners.  In  ISOO 
the  mill  was  burned,  but  was  rebuilt  by  Gilbert,  who,  in  1802,  conveyed 
it  to  Jabez  Hamlin,  sen.,  who  built  a  stone  dam  costing  8500.  The  prop- 
erty continued  in  possession  of  Hamxlin  until  his  death,  in  1830,  when  it 
was  conveyed  to  Captain  Daniel  Barrett.  The  old  mill  was  furnished 
with  wooden  gearing.  Several  years  ago  James  Marsh  had  a  chair  factory 
here,  which  was  operated  until  1856.  In  18S2  the  old  millAvas  taken  down 
and  a  new  one  erected  by  its  present  owner. 

On  the  same  side  of  this  stream,  on  lot  Xo.  25,  a  saw  mill  was  erected 
previous  to  1763.  To  18o5  the  ovrners  were  Ebenezer  Hamlin,  Joshua 
Hnlbert,  Blodgett  Smith,  Jonathan  Sibley,  Joseph  Kich,  ]^Ioses  Fairchild, 
Asahel  Gilbert,  Erastus  Hamlin,  Xathan  Husted.  In  1805  Cliarles  Kellogg 
became  owner.  He  erected  the  present  grist  mill,  which  in  those  days  was 
operated  as  a  fulling  mill.  Mr.  Kellogg  was  succeeded  by  Muses  Fair- 
child  in  1812.  In  1814  he  was  succeeded  by  Daniel  Fenn,  William  Fenn, 
and  Harlow  Fenn,  who,  in  company,  carried  on  the  business  of  cloth 
dressing  unril  1825,  when  they  conveyed  tlie  property  to  Hugo  Dewey. 
In  1830  Ilarlov,-  Fease,  of  Sbellield,  beca'Jie  owner.  He  v>perated  tlie  saw 
and  grist  mill  in  connection  witii  the  clotii  dressing  establishment  until  a 
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short  time  previous  to  his  death,  in  J 870.  This  mill  is  now  ovmed  by 
William  A.  Ticknor. 

In  17b4  Xatliiui  Sperr\'  conveyed  to  Aaron  Sperry,  in  consideration  of 
£100,  one  half  of  a  saw  mill  at  the  west  end  of  lot  No.  3o,  with  one  half 
tlie  lot.  In  179S  Aaron  Sperry  conveyed  his  share  to  Aaron  Johns.  This 
mill  was  rebuilt  by  William  Johns  in  1837.  Stephen  Sperry's  mill  for 
sawing  stone  was  operated  for  fifty  years  previous  to  1850.  These  mills 
have  now  disappeared. 

In  1787,  Job  Milk  had  a  grist  mill  on  his  farm,  vrliere  Tobey  Brook 
^lo^vs  into  tlie  Seekonk  River.  Daniel  Ball  had  a  furnace  for  cas ting- 
hollow  ware  near  the  same  location  about  sixty  years  ago.  North  of 
this,  where  the  south  branch  of  the  Crotch  Brook  empties  into  the  See- 
konk Iviver,  Jarvis  Davis  and  Reul)en  Wilcox  had  a  saw  mill  from  1810 
to  1835.  In  the  northwest  part  of  the  town  Absalom  Calkins  had  a  saw 
mill  from  1843  to  18C3. 

At  tile  moutli  of  Trip-hammer  Brook,  on  lot  No.  20,  in  1705,  Benja- 
njin  Sibley  liad  a  trip-hanamer  and  blacksmith  shop,  wd)ich,  in  1797,  he 
conveyed  to  Ebenezer  Pope.  These  works  were  taken  down  about  1812. 
In  the  southwest  part  of  the  town,  on  the  Green  River,  Cornelius  W^il- 
liams,  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  settled  in  18(H),  In  1806  he  erected  the  grist 
mill  now  (nvned  by  Augustus  R.  Stoddard.  The  saw  mill  at  that  point 
was  built  by  Cornelius  Williams,  jr.,  in  1840. 

In  1801  Captain  Elisha  Tobey,  from  Sharon,  Conn.,  pui'chased  of 
Jolm  Bronson,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  500  acres,  which  included 
the  farm  vv-here  his  grandson,  Elisha  Tobey,  resides.  Captain  Tobey' s 
sons  were  Harry.  Barnabas,  Sylvanus,  Ephraim,  Elisha,  Jonathan, 
Heman,  and  Benjamin.  In  1803  he  erected  a  saw  mill  on  a  small  stream 
northwest  of  his  residence.    This  mill  in  a  few  years  was  taken  down. 

Nathaniel  Husted,  who  came  from  Woodbury,  Conn.,  in  1797,  estab- 
lished a  tannery  a  few  rods  southeast  of  his  residence,  on  the  Seekonk 
River.  This  tannery  he  conveyed,  in  1837.  to  William  Brown.  Brown 
was  succeeded,  in  1842,  by  John  Burget,  who  carried  on  the  business  until 
1853. 

The  trades  have  been  represented  by  James  Mc^Sfann  and  Justis 
Burden,  cooi^ers,  1793  ;  Allen  Faxon,  blacksmith,  1797  ;  Ebenezer  Jones, 
reed  maker,  1800;  Eiiplialet  Jewell,  from  Salisbury,  Conn.,  carpenter, 
1797;  Chester  Foote.  shoemaker,  from  Woodbury,  Conn,,  1815  to  1844; 
Heman  Collins,  shoemaker,  1844  to  1864. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Captain  Daniel  Barrett,  a  representative  to  the 
General  Couit  in  1827-28,  a  post  office  was  established  at  the  village  in 
1829,  with  Ciiptain  Barrett,  postmaster.  Previous  to  that  year  the  post 
office  was  kept,  in  connection  with  Eciremont,  at  the  hotel  of  Major  Jusiah 
Webb.  ^ 

In  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  excellent  marble  is  found.  Sanford 
Fitch, from  Salisbury. Conn. .settled  herein  J 799, and  soon  ad'terward  oi>enod 
a  (piarry  wliich  v;as  worked  by  Joiinson     Stevens  uiiM'l  about  1805,  \s-hen 
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they  opened  a  quarry  near  where  Aaron  Arnold  now  resides,  whicli  was 
worked  to  1810.  The  x^resent  qnarry  of  Frederick  Firch  was  worked  hy 
James  Cook,  1S0cS-12.  It  was  then  abandoned,  but  \vas  reopened  in  1846 
by  Afr.  Fitoli,  wlio  lias  worked  it  to  the  present  time.  x\.nother  small  quarry 
near  Aaron  Arnold's  was, worked  by  Sanford  Fitch  and  his  son  Frederick 
from  1827  to  1S41.  The  quarry  first  worked  by  Johnson  Stevens  was  re- 
opened by  William  Milligan  in  1833  and  operated  to  1854.  William  Johns 
had  a  small  quarry  and  lime  kiln  south  of  the  above  quarries  al^out  1820, 
which  was  abandoned  many  years  ago.  The  Alford  Marble  Works,which 
were  sohl  by  Sanford  Sperry  to  Theodore  McNamee  and  others,  in  1SG6, 
for  sl4,000,  were  abandoned  in  1872,  and  the  buildings,  with  valuable 
machinery,  went  to  decay.  In  the  west  part  of  the  town  a  bed  of  iron  ore 
was  operated  by  John  1),  Trimper  and  others  from  1853  to  1863.  This 
bed  could  not  be  drained,  and  so  proved  unprofitable. 

In  the  southwest  part  of  the  town,  on  the  Afford  and  Egremont 
Turn])ike,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Green  River,  at  a  i)oint  where  the 
river  crosses  the  highway,  and  but  a  few  paces  from  the  southeast  corner 
of  rlie  bridge,  stands  an  old  gable  roof  house,  in  which  George  Darby  jr., 
kept  a  hotel  from  1798  until  his  death,  February  5th,  1810.  From  1791 
to  1810  he  served  several  terms  as  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  was  town 
treasurer  from  1799  to  1809.  Aftt-r  his  death  his  widow  married  his 
brothe]',  David,  who  continued  the  business  for  awhile.  He  \"\'a  s  sue  c  e  ci  -3  d 
by  James  Bump,  and  he  by  David  Wilmot,  who  soon  ceased  to  keep  a 
public  house. 

Sixty-live  rods  northwest  of  Darby's  hotel,  and  west  of  the  turnpike 
twenty-five  rods,  on  the  same  side  of  the  Green  River,  Peleg  Dewey  set- 
tled vrhere  George  and  Robert  Curtis  reside,  and  kept  a  tavern  from  1700 
to  1800.  In  November  of  that  year  Devrey  sokl  his  farm  to  Josiah  Cur- 
tis, from  Sharon.  Conn. .grandfather  of  the  present  occupants.  This  Josiah 
Curtis  was  a  T>rominent  Baptist,  and  a  selectman  in  1816. 

In  the  southeast  part  of  the  town,  on  the  Great  Barrington  and  Alf*)rd 
Turnpike,  John  Scripttire  kept  a  tavern  between  1816  and  1835.  Sci'ip- 
ture  was  the  im-entor  of  a  machine  for  churning,  the  patent  for  which  he 
sold  for  85,000,  in  1808,  to  Abraham  Cole,  of  Upper  Smithtield,  Penn. 

The  largest  cemetery  is  located  northwest  of  the  meeting  house.  The 
land  of  the  older  x^ortion  was  purchased  of  Chester  Foote.  The  first  per- 
son buried  in  tliis  yard  was  Mrs.  Jane  Hopkins,  November  22d,  1825.  In 
1848  the  cemetery  came  into  possession  of  the  town,  and  in  1883  it  was  en- 
larged tiiree  fourths  of  an  acre  on  the  east. 

A  more  ancient  cemetery,  eight  rods  square,  is  located  in  the  south 
X-)art  of  the  town,  southwest  of  Lester  T.  Osborne's  residence.  The  oldest 
inscriptions  read  ''John,  a  son  of  Benoui  Hopkins,  died  1779;  Stephen 
Kelsey,  died  May  29th,  1781,  aged  81."  Dr.  John  IluH)ert,  first  physi- 
cian in  town,  is  buried  here,  but  has  no  tombstone. 

Xorrh  of  iVq  village,  on  the  enst  ruad.  is  an  abandoned  burial  place, 
from  which  many  bodies  liave  been  removed  to  the  new  cemetery.  The 
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oldest  inscribed  stories  are  in  niemoi-y  of  Dr.  John  Adams,  October  8tli, 
1782,  aged  07  ;  Joseph  and  Aaron,  sons  of  Lieurenant  John  and  Chk)e 
Adams,  died  17S3  ;  Xatlian  Sperry,  September  IGth,  1793.  aged  43. 

In  the  northwest  pnrr  of  tlie  town  is  a  small  burial  plac^e  long  ago 
abandoned.  The  most  ancient  inscrip^tion  commemorates'  tlie  death  of 
Jolm  Jaqains.  April  Stl],  170S. 

South  of  this,  near  tlie  residence  of  John  L.  MiHigan  on  the  west 
side  of  tlie  highway,  not  far  from  Tobey  Brook,  over  a  limestone  ledge, 
there  area  few  graves,  but  only  cme  has  an  inscribed  stone,  to  the  memory 
of  llirair>  and  Da^dd  Andrews,  children,  who  died  in  1799  and  ISIO. 
Aged  residents  relate  that  formerly  there  were  fifty  graves  here,  which 
have  been  obliterated  i)y  the  plow,  and  that  this  is  the  site  of  an  Indian 
bui'iaJ  place.  Soutli  of  tliis,  and  on  the  same  side  of  tlie  road,  Samuel 
^'\dlloby,  from  Goslien,  Conn.,  1S02,  a  Hevolutionary  soldier,  who  died  in 
184:^,' aged  S6,  is  buried  by  the  side  of  his  wife,  Prudence,  who  died  in 
1824,  age<l  66.  His  house  once  stood  near  Ids  burial  place.  A  private 
burial  place  of  the  Lester  and  Church  families  is  situated  northwest  of 
the  residence  of  Walter  Ticknor. 

Captain  Sylvanus  Wilcox,  of  the  E evolutionary  army,  who,  with  his 
comj^any  did  servicee  in  the  campaign  against  Burgoyne  in  1777,  died 
July  otli,  1S25,  aged  87,  and  was  buried  on  his  farm,  now  owned  by  Evi 
Champion.  Sophia,  wife  of  Captain  Wilcox,  died  ^November  loth,  1804, 
aged  80.  The  gi'aves  nf  Captain  Wilcox  and  wife  have  been  [')lowed  over 
and  obliterated.,  and  their  gravestones  lie  on  a  ledge  of  rocks  near  their 
supposed  lutrial  place.  Absalom  Calkins,  who  died  in  August,  1879, 
aged  89,  is  buried  on  his  farm  in  the  nortliwest  part  of  the  town. 

Co/i[//'t[/ationaI  Church. — There  is  a  lack  of  authenticated  material 
regarding  the  history  of  this  denomination.  At  a  town  meeting,  March 
3<)th,  1773.  £15  were  voted  for  prearliing,  but  at  a  meeting  December  10th, 
1773,  it  vvas  transferred  to  the  school  fund.  At  a  meeting  January  10th, 
1781,  it  was  voted  to  settle  Rev.  Joseph  Avery  as  pastor,  on  a  salary  of 
£40  annually.  Mr.  Avery  remained  till  1788,  when  the  town  appointed 
Sylvanus  Wilcox,  Daniel  Ticknor,  and  Aaron  Sx^erry  as  a  committee  to 
confer  VNUth  him,  and  request  that  he  sever  his  connection  with  the  church. 
The  dilhculty  between  Mr.  Avery  and  his  people  was  caused  by  dilfer- 
ences  of  opinion  regarding  Shays'  rebellion.  The  ]jastor  was  a  firm  defend- 
er of  the  State,  and  vrould  not  resign,  but  continued  at  his  duties  until 
dismissed  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  September  22(1,  1788.  The  log  house 
where  he  preached  stood  near  where  Lester  T.  Osborne's  tenant  house  now 
is.  After  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Avery  tlie  society  soon  became  extinct. 
As  no  early  records  can  be  found  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  names  of  the 
lirst  organization,.  i)ut  Stephen  Kelsey,  Elezei*  Barrett,  and  Robert  John- 
son are  meritioned  as  deacons  in  tiie  town  records  Rev.  Aaron  Kenne, 
a  Congregationalist,  who  resided  in  town  from  180.3  to  1824,  })reached 
occns{0]"ia  i  iy. 

August  13th,  1816,  Mie  ciiai-cl)  s\as  re-esr!d)lisluul  hy  a  cniincil  of  del- 
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egates  from  nei.c:!) boring  chiirdies.  These  persons  were  aditn'l-ted  to  iFieni- 
bersliip:  Harlow  Peaso,  Ann  J.  Pease,  Berthia  Nooney,  Levi  S.  i\ye, 
Laura  Nye.  Cornelia  Ilewey,  Koxy  Van  Densen,  Livinia  Van  Densen, 
Caroline  Barnnm,  P(^lly  Calkins,  Ornian  Shead  Asenath  Shead,  Anna 
Y.  Crandall,  Sophrona  Crandall,  Mrs.  James  Shead/  Malinda  Dewey. 
Caroline  Fitch.  Harlow  Pease  was  elected  deacon,  and  so  continued  until 
his  death,  Decembpr  23d,  1870. 

June  20t}i,  1867,  council  met  and  a  union  was  formed  with  the 
Methodists,  AA-hich  soon  pi'oved  a  failure,  and  in  1874  the  church  was 
again  leurganizcd,  with  Lestei  T.  Osborne  and  Horace  S.  Fitch,  deacons. 

Since  1846  the  pastors  have  been  :  Pev.  A.  L.  Crandall,  to  1850:  Pev. 
Gardiner  IJayden,  to  1852:  Pev.  Timothy  Woodbridge.  a  sljort  time  :  after 
which  a  vacancy  to  June,  1873,  when  Pev.  Joseph  Swalhnv.  of  Canaan, 
Ct.,  was  called.  He  I'emained  till  187G,  and  was  succeeded  by  Pev.  Jay 
J.  Dana.  Since  1816  the  clerks  have  been  :  Grove  S.  Nouney,  William 
Bolton,  Henry  Pease,  Horace  S.  Fitch. 

MdJiodlsi  Epi-'iropnl  Cliiirdi .--"Wx^  IVIethodist  Episcopal  ch^irch  of 
this  town  was  organized  in  1794,  and  was  one  of  the  aj^]x*i^'^^ii^i^^^bs  on  the 
Pittsfield  Circuit  until  1830  :  from  1830  to  1834,  on  Lee  Circuit ;  and  from 
that  year  to  the  present  on  the  Egremont  Circuit.  Among  the  pioneers 
between  1781  and  1800  were  Hezekiah  Lambert,  Eliphalet  Jewell,  Elijah 
Ticknor,  Xathan  Husted,  and  Isaac  Tut  tie.  Pev.  Ebenezer  Stevens,  from 
Litchfield,  Ct.,  who  traveled  the  circtiit  i]i  1797,  resided  in  this  town  for 
awhile,  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  village,  near  the  west  end  of  lot 
jN'o.  32.  He  was  called  the  Hemlock  Preacher,"  because  his  log  house 
was  surrounded  by  lofty  hemlocks.  Two  chairs  and  a  bench  for  the 
children  to  sit  on  were  all  the  seating  accommodations  of  his  dwelling. 

In  1799  Lorenzo  Dow  traveled  the  circuit  and  was  hospitably  enter- 
tained at  the  house  of  Moses  Fairchild.  A  revival  began  and  several 
were  added  to  the  church. 

The  class  books  of  1807  and  1812  contain  the  following  names  of  mem- 
bers :  David  Wooster,  Joanna  Wooster,  Erastus  Brown,  Matilda  Brown, 
Nathan  Husted,  Annie  Husted,  Jabez  Hamlin,  jr.,  Esther  Hamlin,  David 
Peirson,  Anna  Peirson,  Daniel  Fenn.  Pebeckah  Fenn,  Phebe  Brown,  Phi- 
lander Hulbert,  Clarinda  Hulbert,  Lucinda  Fairchild,  Isaac  Tiittle,  Olive 
Tuttle,  Hannah  Brown,  Sally  Hamlin,  Polly  Tuttle,  Fanny  Kellogg,  Na- 
than Wooster,  PhiloSperry,  Lois  Willoby,  David  Pardy,  Aaroji  Chapin, 
Patty  Chapin,  John  H.  Fairchild,  Sally  Kelsey,  Truman  AVilloby,  Mar- 
garet Hamlin,  Parmeiia  Hamlin,  Phebe  Stanard,  Fanny  Hamlin,  Pichard 
Hulbert,  Edward  Stevens,  Almira  Fairchild,  Orna  Stillsou,  Harlow  Fenn, 
Eliza  Fairchild,  Edmond  stills,  Alfred  Peirson,  Samtiel  Patridge,  Annie 
Pat  ridge,  Daniel  Ball,  sen.,  Daniel  Ball,  jr.,  Hubi)ard  Hulbert,  Esther 
Hulbert,  Sally  Lavv'rence,  Almira  Wooster,  Cyntliia  Fenn. 

Th.e  class  headers  have  i>een  :  David  AVooster,  Philo  Sp»M-ry,  Natlian 
Hust'"a,  Dariit,4  F.jnn,  h^aac  TiLttle,  Cht'>ter  Footo,  Lewis  SjH'rry,  Sam- 
uel Laird,  Calvia  Davis. 
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Jabez  ITainlin,  jr.,  was  a  local  preaclier  ;  lie  removed  to  Ohio  in  1<S30. 
Erastiis  Brown  was  a  local  preaclier  and  a  poeL  He  died  at  Freemonr, 
Ind.,  in  1847,  agvd  seventy-seven. 

Union  Electing  House. — Febrnary  SOrlu  1781,  the  town  voted  to  build 
a  meeting  honse  north  of  ilu.^  road  leaddng  iVoni  Lieutenant-  Simeon  Hub 
bert's  to  Daniel  Kelsey's,  and  west  of  the  main  road  to  Lieutenant  Abner 
Kellogg's.  William  Bronson,  Simeon  Hulbert,  and  Joshua  Hulbert  were 
chosen  a  building  committee.  This  vote  was  not  cai*ried  out.  In  18b7  Phi- 
lander Hulbert  conveyed  oiie  fourth  acre  near  the  center  of  the  village  to 
these  corporators  :  ]SatlKin  Wooster,  Philo  Sperry,  Chester  Foote,  Ohris- 
tojjher  Miner,  Eiihu  Lestei',  Samuel  Stoddard,  Elisha  Kenne,  Forward 
Bai-num,  Jabez  Priiidle,  Miison  Church,  Jonathan  Tobey,  Erastus  Brown, 
Augustus  Tobey,  Elisha  Stoddard,  Jonathan  Hill,  Jonathan  P.  Tobey, 
Enoch  Sperry,  Elisha  Tobey,  Daniel  Barrett,  John  Williams,  Ansel 
Sperry,  Nathan  Husted,  John  Scripture,  King  AVilliams,  Cornelius  Wil- 
liams, Jabez  I>avis,  William  Holienbeck,  Daniel  Ticknor,  Moses  Fair- 
child,  Eeuben  Wiicox,  and  Daniel  Fenn. 

The  edifice  of  wood  known  as  the  Union  meeting  house  was  erected 
in  1817.  The  interior  vras  not  finished  until  1823,  biuches  being  pravi- 
onsly  used,  and  the  church  was  without  a  stove  until  1833.  The  Metho- 
dists own  one  half  of  the  edifice  and  the  Congregationalists,  with  the 
Baptists,  one  half. 

The  jnstices  of  the  peace  since  the  incorporation  of  the  town  have 
been,  previous  to  1800  :  Dr.  John  Plulbert,  William  Bronson,  Abner  Kel- 
logg. Between  1800  and  183i),  Erastus  Hanilin,  Amos  Kellogg,  Philander 
Hul])ert,  Elihu  Lester,  Reuben  Wilcox,  Elijah  Fitch.  From  1830  to  the 
present,  Hugo  Dewey,  Roswell  Picket,  William  ^[iiligan,  Reuben  C. 
Fitch,  Ezra  C.  Ticknor,  Elijali  K.  Williams. 

The  merchants  have  been  numerous  and  a  complete  list  cannot  be 
given.  Previous  to  1800  there  were  Oliver  Grace,  Ashbel  Hull,  Asahel 
Gilbert,  Erastus  Hamlin.  Between  1800  and  1820,  Philander  Hulbert, 
James  and  Joseph  Bloss,  Sylvanus  and  Augustus  Tobey.  From  1820  to 
1845,  Eastman  &  Garner,  Atwood  &  Race,  John  Lester,  AVilliam  Stod- 
dard, Albert  Church,  Henry  C.  Thurston,  Stephen  E.  Smith,  Roswell 
Pickett.  From  184o  to  the  present,  Mark  R.  Van  Densen,  Henry  Pease, 
Prindle  &  Landon,  James  Edwards. 

The  physicians  have  been  Dr.  John  Hulbert,  died  June  22d,  1815; 
Forward  Bai'num,  died  September  11th,  1828,  aged  thirty-nine;  Dr. 
Drake,  previous  to  1829  ;  Dr.  Peyton  R.  Hulbert,  removed  to  Poughkeep- 
sie  ;  Dr.  Giles  Hulett,  removed  to  Great  Harrington.  Richard  Beebe,  a 
graduate  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College  in  1854,  is  now  the  only  doctor 
in  town. 

The  town  honse  was  erected  in  1855,  and  the  new  school  house  op- 
posite, the  same  year.  In  1855  a  high  school  was  opened  on  the  lower 
floor  of  the  town  house,  and  was  maintained  during  the  winter  months 
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until  ISGl.  The  teachers  for  tlie  successive  terms  were  Mr.  Be  Costa, 
Joshua  Graham,  John  R.  House,  and  James  F.  Stone. 

In  the  winter  of  1851-2  Rev.  Gardiner  Hay  den  maintained  a  select 
school  at  his  residence. 

During  the  late  Civil  w^ar  the  town  furnished  its  share  of  men  and 
bore  its  portion  of  the  public  burdens.  From  ISCl  to  ISGG  the  selectmen 
were  William  Stoddard,  Stephen  M.  Church,  Horace  S,  Fitch,  Jonathan 
Ealdwin,  Orvil  J.  Brusie,  Eiissell  Prindle,  Elijah  K.  Williams,  Henry 
W.  Smith,  and  Elihu  Church. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


'TOWX  OF  BECKET. 
By  Jarvis  Norcott. 

Descriptive. — Settlement. — Incorporation. — First  Town  Meeting. — Productions. — Ponds  and 
Reservoirs. — Scraps  of  Early  History. — Roads,  Taverns,  Stores,  and  Post  Oftk^es. — 
Physicians. — Churches. — Cemeteries. — Schools. — Clerks  and  Magistrates. — Beckot  in 
the  National  AVars. 

rHE  town  of  Beckef,  whicli  lies  on  tlie  Green  Mountain  range,  orig- 
inally comprised  what  was  known  as  No.  4  of  the  line  of  four 
townships  established  by  the  General  Court  in  173j.  These  together 
reached  from  the  Connecticut  River  to  the  Housatonic  valley,  and  the 
title  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  to  the  land  which  they  included  was 
afterward  conveyed  to  the  government. 

The  town  as  originally  chartered  was  eigiit  miles  in  length  by  four 
miles  and  210  rods  in  breadth,  but  vaiions  alterations  have  since  been 
made  in  its  limits,  and  its  boundaries  are  now  very  irregular. 

In  1783  the  most  of  that  jjart  of  the  town  which  lay  northeast  of  the 
west  branch  of  the  Westfield  River  was  united  with  certain  other  tracts, and 
formed,  into  the  present  town  of  Middletield,  Hampshire  county.  In  1798 
a  tract  lying  between  Becket  and  Blandford,  and  that  part  of  Otis  tlien 
called  Loudon  were  annexed  to  Becket  on  the  south.  In  1810  another 
small  tract  was  annexed  from  that  part  of  Otis  formerly  called  Bethlehem. 
The  area  of  the  town  is  now  about  26,000  acres. 

Becket  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  AVashington,  east  by  Middlefield 
and  Chester,  south  by  Otis,  and  west  by  Tyringluim  and  Lee.  The  town- 
ship v/as  granted,  in  1735,  to  Joseph  Brigham  and  tifty-nine  othei^s,  and 
in  1740  a  few  settlers  came  into  it  and  built  a  saw  mill  in  the  east  part  of 
the  town.  The  site  of  tliis  mill  is  still  visible.  Through  fear  of  tiif-^  In- 
dians these  immigrants  abandoned  their  undertaking  and  returned  to 
their  former  homes  ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  would 
have  been  molested  hnd  tliey  remained.  Tlie  first  [vn-mnnent  scttltunent 
was  nuule  h\  17.m.  The  settlers  W(}re  mostl}'  t'rom  Connecticut,  and  bore 
the  names  of  Birchard,  Goss,  King,  Kingsley,  Messenger,  AValt,  Wads- 
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worth,  and  Walker.  The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Jabez  Wads- 
wortli.  His  birth  was  in  December,  1755,  and  he  died  in  Becket  in  1S2G. 
There  is  now  Imt  one  family  in  the  town  that  ])ears  the  name  of  any  of 
the  first  settlers,  iliough  there  are  here  some  of  their  descendants. 

The  town  was  incorporated  by  its  yjresent  name,  Jnne  21st,  1765,  and 
the  first  town  meerino-  was  held  on  the  15th  of  Jnly,  in  the  same  year. 
At  this  meeting-  ^Nathaniel  Kingsley  was  chosen  moderator  and  town  clerk; 
Nathaniel  Kingsley,  James  Bircliard,  and  Eldad  Taylor,  selectmen  ;  Jam.es 
Birchard,  treasin-er  ;  and  Jonathan  Walker,  constable.  Of  these,  Mr. 
Bircharcl,  who  died  Jnly  27th,  1S2S,  aged  ninety,  was  the  last  survivor. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  hilly,  broken,  and  rocky.  Boulders  of 
almost  every  kind  are  found,  but  granite  is  tlie  prevailing  rock.  It  is 
found  near  the  surface,  and  in  many  places  above  it.  Large  quantities 
of  tliis  rock  are  taken  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  by  the  Ches- 
ter Granite  Company,  for  building  pui'poses,  paving  blocks,  and  monu- 
ments. It  takes. a  polish  equal  to  the  Scotch  or  English  granite.  It  is 
sent  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  these  rock  bound  hills  may  yet 
prove  sonrces  of  wealth  to  their  owners. 

The  native  kinds  of  timber  were  beech,  birch,  maple,  ash,  hemlock, 
and  spruce.  During  many  years  after  the  completion  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  large  quantities  of  charcoal  were  burned  from  the  hard 
woods,  and  sent  io  Boston,  New  York,  and  other  places.  Chaifee  Broth- 
ers were  engaged  in  this  business.  The  hendock  and  spruce  timber  was 
converted  into  lumber  and  sent  away.  Kudu  cV^  Smith,  Harvey  Plielps, 
Milton  Barnes,  and  others  were  engaged  in  lundDering,  and  the  annual 
production  was  about  2,000,000  feet.  Eighteen  saw  mills  were  then  run- 
ning in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Only  three  exist  in  town  now.  During 
many  years  from  5,000  to  8,000  cords  of  wood  weie  annually  delivered  at 
Becket  station  ;  but  the  primitive  forests  have  fallen,  and  the  souiid  of 
the  woodman's  axe  is  no  longer  heard.  Much  of  the  land  from  which  the 
timber  has  been  taken  has  not  been  cultivated,  and  a  thick  growth  of 
y/)ung  timber  covers  many  a  hillside. 

By  reason  of  the  rocky  broken  surface  but  a  small  part  of  the  land 
in  Becket  is  suitable  for  cultivation.  Corn,  oats,  and  potatoes  are  raised 
in  moderate  quantities,  but  the  farmers  find  their  princi])al  profit  in  the 
cultivation  of  grass,  and  in  the  raising  and  fattening  of  cattle  for  market. 
Dairying  and  wool  growing  were  once  sources  of  profit,  but  these  are  to  a 
great  extent  abandoned.  A  large  majority  of  the  faruis  here  are  less 
productive  than  formerly,  partly  because  of  the  soil  becouung  exhausted, 
and  also  because  of  the  farms  ptissing  into  tlie  hands  of  rhi^se  that  Imve 
not  the  energy  and  perseverance  that  cluiracterized  tlie  preceding  gen- 
erations. The  inviting  city  and  the  fertile  West  have  allured  tlie  sons  (d" 
Becket  from  their  native  soil  to  seek  homes  and  f(U'tunt\s  elsewhere.  Tlu^ 
people  here  can  point  with  pride  to  the  large  number  from  this  town  wln> 
have  been  and  who  are  now  acting  well  tlieir  [)art  and  lilling  im[;oriaiir 
positions  in  ail  parts  of  the  land.    Many  of  tliese  deserve  honorable  men- 
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rion,  but  space  will  not  permit  it.  Only  the  names  of  some  of  those  who 
have  entered  the  professions  can  here  be  given.  Of  clergymen  the  names 
may  be  mentioned  of  Amos,  Alvah,  and  Silas  Kingsley,  Norman  Harris, 
Fronklin,  Henr^',  and  Samuel  Y.  Austin,  and  John  Short.  Of  physicians, 
John  M.  Brewster,  Oliver  Brewster,  John  M.  Brewster,  John' and  Ebene- 
zer  Stephens,  George  E.  Conant,  Vassal  Wliite,  Amos  R.  \Yhite,  Elijalr 
R.  AVliite,  Alonzo  Blair,  James  Freeland,  Nelson  Snow,  Salmon  Childs 
Harvey  Harris,  and  Dwight  J.  Harris.  Of  lawyers.  Bishop  Perkins, 
Matthew  Perkins,  Crocker  Conant,  Matthew  Birchard,  Horace  N.  Chap- 
man, Ebenezer  Walden,  Charles  Birnie,  and  Stillraan  F.  Chapman. 

The  population  of  the  town  was,  in  1860,  more  than  1,400.  In  1880 
it  was  1,123.  The  valuation  of  the  property  in  the  to^vn  in  1884  was  : 
real  estate,  8232,432  ;  personal  property,  $119,436.  The  number  of  polls 
was  282.  The  selectmen  for  that  year  were  Stephen  W.  Carter,  Wiiliam 
H.  Snow%  and  Henry  A.  Jennings.  Mr.  Carter  is  a  veteran  selectraan, 
having  served  longer  in  that  capacity  than  any  other  man  in  the  county, 
or  possibly  in  the  State. 

In  the  extreme  southwestern  part  of  the  town  is  Grreen  Water  Pond, 
which  sends  forth  from  its  north  end  a  small  stream  that  unites  with  the 
Housatonic  lliver  in  Lee.  About  two  miles  southeast  from  this  is  a  small 
pond  which  gives  rise  to  Farmington  River.  On  the  height  of  land  about 
two  miles  east  of  Green  Water  Pond  is  Yokum  Pond,  thus  called,  it  is 
said,  from  an  Indian  wdio  died  there.  The  outlet  of  this  pond  is  at  its 
north  end,  and  it  forms  one  of  the  branches  of  Westfield  River.  Bulk- 
ley,  Dunton  &  Co.  have  control  of  this  pond,  and  also  a  reservoir  they 
have  built  a  short  distance  west  of  it,  which  Hows  abour  20;)  acres.  East 
of  Yokum  is  Reed  Pond.  A  little  north  of  this  is  another  reservoir,  built 
many  years  since  by  the  Tanning  Company,  which  also  had  control  of 
Rudd  Pond,  but  Mr.  Ballon,  the  miller,  purchased  the  right  to  the  same. 
A  short  distance  north  of  the  Center  Church  is  the  Center  Pond.  This 
is  the  largest  pond  in  the  town.  The  stream  from  this  also  enters  West- 
field  River,  and  Bulkley,  Dunton  &Co.  control  the  outlet.  In  the  south- 
east part  of  town  is  Hoi'n  Pond,  the  outlet  of  which  discharges  into 
Westfield  River. 

Scraps  c/ Barl?/ Uisfori/. — The  first  publication  of  an  intention  of 
marriage  w^as  on  the  1st  of  November,  176.3.  The  parties  were  Jonas 
Childs,  of  Becket.  and  Eunice  Alford,  of  Simsbury,  Conn. 

In  1766  tlie  whole  tax  of  the  town  was  £13,  4s.,  6d. 

October  3d,  1770,  voted  "to  putty  in  the  glass  and  git  irons  to  fasten 
the  Meeting  House  doors  and  that  the  selectmen  take  the  care  that  rfiis 
is  done." 

August  14th,  1781,  the  town  ''voted  that  for  every  72  dollars  okl 
money  to  accept  one  dollar  in  silver. 

March,  1796,  '-voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  seven  dollars  for  every  Wolf 
killed  withi?!  tltv*  r')\va." 

A  few  items  are  here  given  illustrative  of  trials,  customs,  and  necos- 
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sities  of  the  early  settlers.  A  roliuDe  might  he  tilled  with  incidents  of 
this  kind. 

In  the  very  early  settlement,  and  prior  to  the  incorporation  of  the 
town,  a  fort  Avas  built  for  the  protection  ot*  the  few  iidiabitants,  and  tliat 
this  was,  to  somt;  extent,  at  least,  used,  is  evidenced  by  the  discovery  of 
broken  wares  wirhin  tlie  enclosure,  which  may  still  be  seen.  It  is  on  the 
farn]  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Joel  Ames  and  William  F.  Tayloi-, 
about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Center  Church. 

Jonathan  Walker  and  his  wife  passed  theii*  first  winter  here  alone, 
near  Walker  s  Brook.    During  the  winter  Mr.  Walker  cut  his  foot>)ndly 

^nd  they  needed  assistance.  Their  nearest  neighbors  were  in  Blandford, 
some  miles  away,  an  unbroken  wilderness  lying  between.  Mrs.  Walker 
dared  not  leave  her  husband  while  she  went  for  aid,  but  taking  the  bloody 
bandages  from  her  husband's  foot  she  fastened  them  around  their  horse's 
neck  and  started  him  for  Blandford.  There  at  length  the  animal 
arrived  with  his  blood  written  message,  and  the  desired  assistance  came. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  town  James  Rudd  and  Micah  Higley  went 
out  together,  hunting  deer.  They  sei:>arated,  and  Mr.  Rudd,  mistaking 
his  companion  for  a  deer,  shot  him.  He  was  so  overwhelmed  with  grief 
for  what  he  had  done  that  it  was  feared  that  he  would  become  insane. 
Luke  Viets  Vv^as  also  mistaken  for  a  deer  in  the  bushes  and  shot.    He  died 

■from  the  wound  October  21st,  at  the  age  of  15  years. 

Iloads,  Taverns,  Stores,  and  Post  Oijlccs. — It  is  difhcult  to  form  any 
definite  conclusion  concerning  the  early  roads  in  Becket  except  that  the 
first  road  was  from  Blandford,  and  that  the  first  settlers  came  over  that 
road.  There  is  evidence  of  a  road  having  been  laid  out  and  used,  to  some 
extent,  during  the  Hevolutionary  war.  This  road  extended  from  Bland- 
ford through  the  center  of  Becket,  and  pnssed  over  the  hill  between  Cen- 
ter and  Rudd  Ponds.  Thence  it  ran  through  the  north  part  of  the  town 
and  over  Washington  Mountain.  On  this  road,  as  early  as  1770,  a  tav- 
ern was  kept  by  a  Mr.  Dewey.  This  was  at  Avhat  was  long  afterward 
known  as  the  Deacon  Kingsley  place.  It  was  the  home,  for  many  years, 
of  Mr.  Harvey  Phelps,  and  it  is  now  occupied  by  ^lichael  McXerny.  An 

^old  and  well  preserved  sign  was  kept  on  the  premises  till  quite  lecenrly. 
It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  A.  G.  Cross,  at  the  Clafliu  House.  On  one 
side  of  this  sign  is 

'*  DEWEY   IN   THE  NAME 
OF   THE  PEOPLE 
(rude  SKETCH   OF   A  HORSe) 
ENTERTAINMENT  FOR 
MAN  AND  HORSE  BY 
ANDO  1776" 

On  the  other  side  is 

(picture   OF   A  >rAN) 
"  EN T E R.  1"  A  I  N  M  V. N  T   F O  R 
MAN    AND  MORS 

BY  DtwEv. 
ANDO  1776" 
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A  cut  of  tliis  sign  was  given  a  few  years  since  in  Scrihaef  s  MoniJdy^ 
in  an  article  on     Signs  and  Symbols/' 

In  1800  a  turnpike  was  chartered,  and  built  tlirough  Russell  and 
Chester  in  Hampden  county,  and  through  Becket  and  Washington,  to 
the  east  line  of  ritrstield.  The  same  road  is  in  use  now,  wit-h  some  sliglu 
changes  in  its  location  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  For  a  time  in  the 
early  pai't  of  this  century  there  were  four  taverns  in  Becket  on  this  road. 
One  was  kept  by  Hiram  Messengei',  on  the  place  now  owned  by  Ashei 
Ballon.  Isaac  Clark  kept  another  near  where  Henry  Turner  now  lives. 
A  short  distance  beyond  was  one  kept  by  Josexdi  Higley,  and  in  tlie  east 
j)art  of  the  town,  where  Mr.  E.,A.  Remington  now  lives,  Amos  Kingsley 
also  kept  a  tavern. 

In  1800  was  chartered  the  Farmington  River  Turnpike,  wliich  ran 
through  the  west  ])art  of  the  town.  In  18U3  th*-  Becket  Turnpike  was 
granted.  This  i-an  from  Chester  to  what  was  called  West  Becket,  v/here 
it  intersected  with  the  Farmington  road,  and  for  many  years  West 
Becket  was  quite  a  business  center.  Mr.  Asa  Baird  opened  a  hotel  there, 
and  v,as  followed,  successively,  by  Aithur  Perry,  Chaffee  Brothers, 
Baird  k  Chaffee,  and  Kendel  Baird.  The  last  named  Baird  and  the 
Cliaffee  Brothers  were  largely  interested  in  the  lines  of  stages  that  ran 
through  the  pLace,  and  these  gentlemen  were  knov\ni  far  and  widens  thor- 
ough business  men. 

A  post  ofhce  was  established  at  West  Becket.  and  Asa  Baird  was  the 
first  postmastei'.    Mr.  Wolcott  Chalfee  opened  a  store  there,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  Altjnzo  Dewey,  0.  S.  Wadswurth  k  Co.,  Seymour  k  Chaffee, 
and  William  Phillips.    But  the  rattle  of  the  stage  hfis  ceased,  and  the 
postman's  Inigle  is  no  longer  heard.    Nearly  all  of  those  that  played 
well  their  pans  there  formerly  have  passed  away,  and  West  Becket  is 
left  to  the  quiet  tiller  of  the  soil.    A  post  ofhce  is  continued  thei'e.  and 
Joshua  Shaw  is  the  postmaster.    A  daily  mail  is  received  therefrom  Lee. 
After  the  building  of  the  Becket  Turnpike  Mr.  Eliada  Kingsley  built 
wdiat  was  long  known  as  the  Kingsley  Hotel,  where  Daniel  A.  Camp 
now  lives.    A   xx)st   othce  was  established  there  in  1812,  vrith  Eliada 
Kingsley,  postmaster.    This  was  called  Becket  post  ofhce,  but  it  has  been 
changed  to  Becket  Center,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Camp  is  now  postmistress. 
At  the  time  of  trie  building  of  the  Pontoosuc  Turnpike,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  18-20,  and  which  ran  across  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
town,  Mr.  David  McEUvain  built  a  hotel,  and  had  charge  of  one  of  the 
gates.    A  post  office  was  also  establislied  ujider  the  n^ime  of  North  Heck- 
et,  with  D.  McElwain  as  postmaster     Tiie  name  of  this  othce  has  been 
changed  to  Becker,  and  Jarvis  Xorc^)tt  is  postuiaster.    As  early  as  1770  a 
tavern  was  kepr,  at  the  Cf'iiter  of  the  town  by  Benoni  Af^'ssenger,  and  it 
was  continued  by  him,  Pt'ter  Porter,  and  Colonel  IMbe  Messenger  tiH 
about  1820,  and  by  Luke  Barb.'r  ami  othtn's  ;i  few  years  later.    A  coun- 
try store  wns  opi'ue.'l  c.t  th*^  Cnnrei'  iii  th^^  e;H'ly  parr  ol'  rhis  ct^nrnry,  ^>y 
John  D.  Stnnlf^y,  aii<i  was  coutiriued.   wirh  some  chauges,  by  }\dmund 
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Kelso,  Williams  <t  Collins,  Jabin  B.  Williams,  and  Benjamin  Phelps, 
till  1S49,  Another  store  was  kept  for  some  years  by  E.  Kingsiey  &  Son, 
David  Cannon,  and  others,  at  the  old  tavern  stand.  After  tlie  completion 
of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Riiilroad  the  business  ot  the  town  centered 
aronnd  the  station  at  Xorth  Becket,  and  trade  was  abandoned  at  tlie 
Center,  as  nt  West  Becket.  In  1835  a  store  was  built  and  occupied  at 
North  Becket  by  Edvrin  Higley  and  J.  L.  Jennings,  but  at  the  commence- 
ment of  building  tlie  Western  Railroad  tliey  leased  tlie  store  to  Bemis  & 
Weld,  parties  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and  it  was  occupied  by 
them  while  the  constrricrion  of  the  road  was  in  progress,  then  no  perma- 
nent business  \Yas  done  till  1849,  when  Wright  Barnes  and  Benjamin 
Phelps  entered  on  a  mercantile  business  there  which  was  continued 
about  twenty  years.  Mr.  Phelps  then  left,  and  Mr.  Barnes  retired  to  a 
small  store  near  and  engaged  in  the  sale  of  boots,  shoes,  and  clothing. 
In  1870  William  E.  Higley  purchased  the  store  and  occupied  it  as  a  tail- 
ors shop,  lie  afterward  engaged  in  the  sale  of  drugs  and  groceries,  in 
which  he  continues. 

In  1846  Mr.  William  M.  Geer  opened  a  small  store  in  a  part  of  the 
house  formerly  occupied  b\'  Zenas  Smith,  where  he  continued  business 
four  years.  He  then  erected  a  new  building,  udiicli  he  enlarged  from  time 
to  time  as  his  business  extended,  till  his  stock  came  to  comprise  every- 
thing required  in  such  an  establishment.  He  is  the  veteran  merchant  of 
this  region,  haviug  been  in  business  here  forty  years. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  railroad  the  Chaffee  Brothers  opened  a 
store  neai*  the  depot,  and  they  continued  business  till  18.53,  when  they  sold 
to  Henry  A.  BidwelL  who  had  been  in  their  employ.  He  formed  a  part- 
nership with  J.  W.  Wheeler,  of  the  Tanning  Company,  and  they  built  a 
large  store  on  Main  street,  where  the\'  conducted  business  many  years. 
When  the  tanning  business  ceased  the  store  was  closed,  and  it  is  not  now 
occupied.    Mr.  Bldwell  has  since  died. 

In  1857  Milton  Barnes  built  a  store  on  Main  street,  near  the  railroad 
crossing,  and  commenced  trade  there.  Business  was  afterward  conducted 
there  by  Barnes  t*c  Eames,  Frank  Barnes,  H.  M.  Spear,  E.  D.  Graves,  A. 
W.  Cross,  A.  W.  Cross  Son,  and  A.  G.  Cross,  till  1870,  when  tlie  store 
was  closed,  and  it  has  not  been  reopened.  In  1858  Mr.  Frederick  Stover 
built,  in  the  center  of  the  village,  a  shop  and  store  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  tin  ware,  stoves,  etc.  In  1867  he  sohl  the  establishment  to 
Clai'kson  Smith,  who.  in  turn,  sold,  in  1869,  to  Jarvis  Xorcott,  the  present 
proprietor. 

In  1860  Z,  Ames  built,  near  the  center  of  the  place,  a  shoj)  and  store 
f(»r  the  man.ufacture  and  sale  of  boots  and  shoes,  a  business  in  wnich  he 
had  previously  been  to  some  extent  engaged.  Aftei-  a  time  he  ceased  to 
manufacture,  and  engaged  in  general  merchandise  till  1876,  when  A.  G. 
Cross  rented  the  place,  transferred  his  st'ick  (^f  goods  thert\  and  remained 
till  1878.    He  ilien  opeUi,-d  the  Clallin  H»>irst\  and  in  ihe  following aut umn 
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sold  liis  stock  of  goods  to  O.  S.  AVillis.  who  has  since  purchased  the 
building,  in  which  he  continues  the  business. 

l>uring  some  years  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Chiiiin  Tloiise  by 
Mr.  Cross  there  had  been  no  regular  hotel  in  town.  City  })eople  were 
however  looking  for  and  huding  honies,  to  some  extent,  among  the  far- 
mers on  the  Becket  hills.  For  the  especial  accommodation  of  that  class 
of  patrours  Mr.  Cross  opened  his  liotel,  and  it  has  been  patronized  beyond 
his  expectations.  This  resort  and  the  Becket  hills  have  become  some- 
what noted  among  pleasure  and  health  seeking  jjeople  elsewhere.  The 
pure  air  and  water,  the  b-eaiitifal  scenery,  and  tlie  quiet  resorts  here  are 
more  and  more  highly  appreciated  by  a  class  of  people  who  enjoy  more 
highly  the  beautiful  i!\  nature  thati  ilie  nnsat istactory  pleasures  and  ex- 
citement of  fashional)le  watering  places. 

The  hillsides  in  Becket  abound  with  the  purest  of  water,  and  the 
streams  are  numerous  and  rapid  ;  but  nearly  all  of  them  have  their  sources 
in  the  town,  and  they  are  too  small  to  supply  abundant  water  for  manu- 
factories. In  early  times,  therefore,  only  a  small  amount  of  manufac- 
turing was  done  in  the  town. 

The  first  grist  mill  was  in  connection  with  a  saw  mill  in  the  east  Dai  i 
of  the  town.  A  savv-  mill,  grist  niill,  and  carding  machine  were  built  in 
the  west  part  of  the  town  at  an  early  day.  Tliey  were  long  since  aban- 
doned, as  were  also  simihir  estabiishnients  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

About  1820  Reuben  Smith  came  from  Middleheld  and  settled  in  wliat 
was  then  called — because  of  two  or  three  little  nulls  for  turning  bowls — 
Dish  Hollow,  but  which  afterward  became  North  Becket.  There  he  built 
a  saw  mill,  to  which  he  added  a  carding  machine  and  facilities  for  ch)th 
dressing.  He  continued  to  operate  this  clothiery  tilltlie  spinning  of  yarn 
and  the  weaving  of  cloth  ceased  to  be  domestic  industries  here.  The  saw 
mill,  to  vrhich  was  added  other  machinery,  was  run  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  by 
Oliver  McElwain,  who  succeeded  him,  till  th3  b!iiidiui:s  were  burnt,  a  few 
years  since. 

About  1800  Mr.  Ebenezer  Huntington  established  a  clothiery  on 
Walker  Brook,  near  wdiere  the  first  saw  mill  was  built,  and  continued  the 
business  some  years. 

There  were  also,  in  Ccirly  times,  two  shops  in  the  north  part  of  tlie 
town,  where  wood  work  for  chairs  was  turned.  Curly  and  birdseye  maple 
were  much  sought  after  in  rht)se  days.  One  of  these  slumps  was  run  by 
Zenas  Smith,  and  the  other  by  William  Stephens,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Joseph  L.  and  Willis  T.  Jennings. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  thei'e  were  two  small  tan- 
neries in  town,  one  on  the  outlet  of  Center  Pond,  worlvcd  by  Xial  Little, 
the  other  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  on  the  stream  near  where  the 
railroad  bridge  now  is,  in  the  village.  This  was  built  and  operated  bv 
David  McElwain. 

In  18-11  A\'illiam  Barnard  ctime  from  Auilier^t  and  built  a  t:innery  at 
the  Vv'est  end  of  the  \iillage,  on  a  stream  that  (Nunes  from  ]\udd  and  \o- 
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kuni  Po7k1s.  Tliere  he  carried  on  tMniiing  alone  foi'  a  few  years,  but  in 
1848  Hon.  Willi  am  Clailin  and  J,  AV.  AVlieeler  bought  the  property, 
grently  enlarged  tlie  business,  and  in  a  few  years  built  another  tannery' 
on  the  same  strean],  near  the  center  of  the  village.  During  many  years 
their  annual  production  was  oO,000  sides  of  upper  leather,  and  they  gave 
employment  to  a  largp  numbej-  of  men.  The  business  was  carried  on 
successfully  about  twenty  years,  with  Mr.  V^heeler  as  manager,  but  he 
fiually  sold  his  intei'esr  to  other  parties  and  went  elsewhere.  His  health 
became  impaired,  and  he  retai'ued  to  his  Becket  home  where  he  still  re- 
sides. The  business  was  continued  by  Clailin  &  Co.,  and  by  the  Becket 
Tanning  Company,  till  18S0  when  the  scarcity  of  bark  and  other  causes 
led  to  the  closing  of  the  works,  and  they  have  since  stood  idle.  The  ces- 
sation of  this  industry  here  has  led  to  a  large  emigration  and  has  depre- 
ciated the  value  of  property  here. 

In  1847  a  grist  mill  was  built  on  the  stream  between  the  tw^o  tanneries^ 
by  Lausford  White  and  Ellas  Ballon.  This  mill  was  carried  on,  with  some 
changes  in  tlie  proprietorship,  for  some  years,  till  finally  M.  E.  Ballon 
became  proprietor,  and  for  many  years  he  has  done  an  extensive  business 
in  meal  and  feed. 

A  few  years  later  than  the  building  of  the  grist  mill  Mr.  White  built, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  a  shop  for  doing  wood  work  of  various 
kinds.    This  was  burned  after  a  few  years. 

In  1857  Bulkley,  Dunton  cv  Co.,  of  New  York,  built  a  paper  mill  on 
the  Becket  side  of  the  stream  opposite  Middleheld  station.  This  they 
have  rebuilt,  and  they, conduct  it  successfully,  making  wall,  wrapping, 
and  other  kinds  of  'paxier. 

Pltyslcians. — Sketches  of  Dr.  Oliver  Brewster  and  his  son,  John  M., 
have  been  given  in  the  history  of  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  Charles  Culver  succeeded  Dr.  Brewster  in  Becket,  but  after  a 
few  years  he  removed  to  Chatham,  New  York.  Chester  E.  Freeland  and 
Vassal  White,  jr.,  located  here.  Dr.  White  remained  a  short  time  and 
went  to  Stockbridge.  Dr.  Freeland  was  the  faithful  servant  of  the  people 
in  the  town  more  than  twenty  years  ;  then  he  settled  in  Worthington, 
whence  he  went  into  Fitchburs;.  where  he  died.  Before  Dr.  Freeland  left 
town  Dr.  William  O.  Bell  and  Dr.  Henry  Pratt  located  in  the  village 
(those  preceding  them  having  been  at  the  old  Center).  Dr.  Pratt  remaim.'d 
a  few  years,  went  to  Ohio,  and  then  came  to  Lanesboro,  whei'e  he  died 
after  many  years  of  successful  pi-actice.  Some  years  later  Dr.  Bell  went 
to  Huntington,  and  thence  to  Westtield  where  he  died. 

Since  Dr.  Bell  Becket  has  had  Drs.  E.  P.  Starkweather  ^dead^  E.  G. 
Wheeler,  now  in  Middletield,  Mass.,  George  Frothingham,  now  a  profes- 
sor in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  >[ichigan,  G.  \V. 
Packard  (dead),  1).  M.  Dill,  now  in  Newark,  .New  Jersey,  I>.  M.  Wih-nx. 
novr  in  Lee.  Pmlolph  Harmes  (dead),  Huhert  Howel,  now  in  Westborough, 
Mass.,  H.  L.  Blair  (dead),  ami  L.  ^V.  Combs,  now  practicing  in  town. 

First  Congregatioaal  Sociclf/.— On  the  ~^Sth       Deceml),u\  17:>j,  a 
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churcli  was  organized,  wirh  five  members,  and  Rev.  P^benezer  ^Martin  was 
ordained  as  its  pastor  February  23d,  17,30.  He  was  dismissed  October 
12th,  1704.  The  Mrst  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1702,  and  it  remained 
about  foi'ty  ^^ears.  After  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Martin  an  unsuccessful 
effort  was  nuide  to  secure  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Seth  Lee.  June  oth, 
1771,  Rev.  Zadock  Hunn  was  ordained.  He  was  dismissed  after  about 
seven  years.  At  about  the  time  of  his  disuiissal  the  people  l)ec;ime  di- 
vided in  religious  sentiment,  and  they  found  it  impracticable  to  raise 
money  by  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  gospel.  After  great  difficults^ 
an  effort  was  niade  to  raise  mone}'  by  subscription  for  that  purpose,  and 
fS5,600  were  thus  raised.  The  subscribers  to  this  fund,  sixty  in  number, 
were  incorporated  as  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  Becket.  February 
19th,  1798.  In  the  autumn  foliowing  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  meet- 
ing  house  by  the  sale  of  the  pews.  This  house  was  raised  on  the  2orh  of 
May,  and  dedicated  on  the  19th  of  November,  1800.  In  October,  1812, 
David  Brown  donated  a  bell  for  this  house. 

After  the  employment  of  various  candidates  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Mills 
was  ordained  June  oth,  1800,  and  he  continued  to  be  the  pastor  nearly 
thirty-five  vears.  He  died  in  Becket  Januarv  18th,  1841,  aged  00  vears. 
He  was  more  distinguished  for  his  goodness  than  for  his  greatness.  Thor- 
oughly identifying  himself  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  their 
tenjporal  as  well  as  their  spiritiual  interests,  he  exerted  an  unseen  inliu- 
ence  that  was  only  good,  and  his  memory  is  precious.  During  liis  minis- 
try 281  members  were  adi.ded  to  the  church,  he  baptized  j22,  solemnized 
219  marriages,  and  recorded  404  deaths,  closing  this  record  with  the  last 
death  in  184U.    Mrs.  Mills  died  September  19th,  1839. 

Rev.  Lavius  Hyde  was  installed  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Mills,  Octo- 
ber 20th,  1841,  and  was  dismissed  December  4th,  1849.  During  his  brief 
ministry  110  men}be]'S  were  added  to  the  church.  Rev.  Zolva  \Vi>i{mo]-e 
was  installed  February  8th,  1852,  and  was  dismissed  June  18th,  18r)7. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Union  College  in  1818,  and  he  studied  tliev»l()gy 
with  Dr.  Emmons,  of  Franklin,  Mass.  He  died  in  Housatonic.  Mass., 
August  .')th,  1807,  aged  75  years.  Rev.  Spencer  0.  Dyer,  his  successor, 
was  ordained  April  21st,  18.58,  and  dismissed  August  21st,  1801.  Rev. 
John  Hart  well  was  employed  in  1803,  and  was  dismissed  October  8rh, 
1871.  The  church  was  then  supplied  by  Rev.  Ezekiel  Dow  and  orhers  till 
1875,  when  they  tiiiited  with  the  Congregational  church  at  Xorth  Bt'cket 
in  the  employment  of  a  minister  to  supply  the  two  churches.  Since  that 
time  they  have  been  supplied  by  Rev.  H.  \V.  Eldridge,  Rev.  Irani  \V. 
Smith,  and  others. 

This  church,  once  the  Mecca  to  which  all  the  tribes  gathered,  with  a 
meml)ership  of  l^etween  two  and  three  hundrt^l,  is  now  reduced  to  tw^dve 
resident  members  and  a  small  congregation  ;  and  wrre  it  uot  t\u'  the  fund 
the  fathers  estal^lished  it  would  ni)t  have  the  preached  \V\)rd. 

The  d-acons  of  this  church  liavc  been  Isaiah  Kingsley.  Elv.^nozer 
Bush,  Xathaniel  KiHgsley,  Ebenezer  Wahlen,  Oliver  Brewster,  Elijah  Ah 
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ford,  Eiios  Kingsley,  Gains  Carter,  Plarry  Chapman,  Benjamin  Phelps, 
David  McElvvain,  George  H.  Hnntington,  Ebenezer  Kndd,  and  Daniel 
Camp  ;  tlie  two  last  named  now  serving. 

In  1811  Deacon  Alford  and  ten  others  were  dismissed  and  formed  into 
a  new  church.  They  removed  to  Ohio  and  settled  a  new  township,  since 
called  Windham,  and  many  others  from  this  town  joined  them  in  after 
years. 

North  Becket  Congregational  Cliurcli. — In  1849  a  portion  of  the  old 
Congregational  church,  residing  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  feeling 
that  a  church  should  be  establisiied  at  what  was  then  called  Xoi'th  Becket, 
a  village  growing  up  at  the  station  of  the  Western  Eailroad,  were  (fifty- 
five  in  number)  at  their  own  request  dismissed  from  the  old  church,  and 
on  the  ^oth  of  Septem])er  in  that  year  were  organized  as  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  North  Becket.  They  built  a  meeting  house,  wliich 
was  dedicated  N^ovember  21st,  1850,  and  in  the  following  Axjril  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Norton  was  ordained  pastr)r.  Mr.  Norton  died  January  6th, 
1857.  .  He  was  a  native  of  AVesthampton,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College, 
an  earnest  worker,  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Rev.  Eber  L.  Clark  became  a  sup>ply  in  1856,  and  died  February  21st, 
185'/  .  September  1st,  1858,  Rev.  William  C.  Fostei' was  engaged  as  a  su])ply, 
and  was  installed  as  pastor  May  3d,  18C0.  Mr.  Foster  left  his  charge  Janu- 
ary 1st,  1804.  nnd  Rev.  John  F.  Severance  was  engaged  as  supply.  He  re- 
mained nearly  two  years,  v-vJien  Rev.  J.  J.  Dana  was  emx)loyed  and  remained 
eight  years.  In  ^fay,  1874,  Rev.  H.  W.  Eldridge,  then  a  student  in  Hart- 
ford Theological  Seminary,  was  engaged  as  supply,  and  in  the  following 
year  was  ordained.  He  remained  till  May  1st,  1877,  when  he  was  called, 
to  East  Weymouth,  ^fass.  He  is  now  pi'eaching  at  Turner" s  Falls,  Mass. 
At  that  time  the  society  united  with  the  Methodist  Society  of  Washing- 
ton in  an  application  to  the  conference  fo]'  a  minister,  and  Rev.  W.  V\^. 
Cox  was  sent  to  supph^  the  two  churches  and  remained  two  years.  The 
church  at  Becket  Center  renewed  their  request  to  unite  with  the  one  at 
North  Becket  in  the  employment  of  a  minister  for  the  two  parishes,  and 
Rev.  J.  W.  Smith,  who  was  then  preaching  at  the  Center,  supplied  both 
.churches  till  May  1st,  1882.  After  his  dismissal  the  churches  were  sup- 
plied by  different  ministers  till  April  1st,  1884.  when  Rev.  Lincoln  Har- 
low, the  present  pastor,  was  engaged. 

This  church  has  also  had  its  days  of  prosperity  and  adversity.  At 
one  time  it  had  a  membership  of  about  2(")0,  but  by  deaths  and  removals 
it  has  been  reduced  to  fifty  resident  members,  and  the  mother  church  at 
the  Center  and  the  dauglite]-  hei'e  are  struggling  amid  adverse  circum- 
stances to  ])erpetnate  th.e  faith  which  their  fathers  ami  mothers  held 
sacred. 

The  deacons  of  this  church  have  been  David  McEl  wain,  Alvah  Fames, 
Benjamin  rhelt>s,  and  Jarvis  Norcott ;  the  last  the  only  survivor. 

Baj)Ll.s[  Ch)jrr](, — The  Baptist  chujvli  in  l^ecket  ^vas  organiz<'d  in 
September,  1704.    They  had  for  their  first  minister  -Rev.  Robert  Nesbit. 
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His  successor  was  Rev.  Ainos  Kiugsley,  who  was  ordained  in  ISJO,  and^ 
who  left  the  town  in  ISi!).  The  next  regnkir  past(>r  was  Rev.  John  Wilder; 
who  was  ordained  in  January,  1881,  and  remained  anout  two  years.  Rev. 
Abram  Knapp  was  ordained  in  1841,  and  also  remained  abuut  two  3'ears. 

In  1814. a  new  meeting  liouse  was  built  at  Xortli  Eecket,  the  old  one 
at  the  center  of  the  town  having- become  urifit  for  use.  ~  In  Octol^er  of  tliat 
year  Mr.  Xormaii  Plarris,  a  native  of  Becket,  was  ordained  t(^  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  in  1S4G  he  went  as  a  missionary  to  Burmah,  where 
he  labored  successfully  for  thirty-six  years.  He  returned  to  this  country 
in  1882.  and  died  in  Hamilton.  X.  Y.,  March  1st,  1884,  aged  seventy-one. 
In  January,  1845,  Mr.  J.  J.  Searriet  commenced  labor  vritli  this  church, 
and  he  \\a>  ordained  in  ]Sovember  following.  He  was  pastor  rill  April, 
1848.  In  September  of  that  year  Rev.  Davis  P.  Shailer  was  installed  over 
the  church  and  remained  with  them  till  1857.  Rev.  IL  A.  ^Morgan  was 
employed  Aprillst,  1858,  and  continued  till  1866.  Rev.  Justice  Aldricli 
supplied  the  church  two  years,  and  Rev.  E.  E.  Hill  from  April  Isi,  1808. 
to  April  1st,  1871.  *  Rev.  S.  D.  Ashley  was  employed  in  May  of  the  same 
year  and  continued  till  May  30th,  1875.  The  church  vvTiS  sup2)lied  by 
Rev.  W.  A.  Cain,  Rev.  L.  B.  Ford,  and  others  till  April  1st,  1879,  when 
the  present  pastor,  Rev.  R.  F.  Alger,  entered  on  his  labors.  There  are 
now  less  than  fifty  resident  members.  The  present  deacons  are  Nathan 
W.  Harris  and  Edwin  L.  Lyman. 

Cemeteries. — In  the  early  settlement  of  the  town  a  burying  ground 
was  established  at  the  Center,  and  it  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  church. 
It  became  necessary,  many  years  since,  to  enlarge  the  original  emdosure 
and  additions  were  accordingly  made,  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to 
obtain  more  ground.  While  the  living  population  is  less  than  in  former 
years,  the  cities  of  the  dead  are  yearly  receiving  additions  to  their  silent 
occupants- 

In  1854,  it  having  become  necessary  to  have  a  burial  place  at  Xorth 
Becket,  tlie  town  purchased  a  piece  of .  ground  for  that  purpose,  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  west  of  the  village.  A  laig-e  number  have  been 
buried  there.  Some  improvements  have  been  made  on  the  grounds,  and 
some  substantial  monumental  work  has  been  put  u}) ;  some  of  the  best 
from  the  Becket  granite. 

There  is  a  small  burying  ground  at  AYest  Becket,  also  one  near  Yo- 
kum  Pond. 

Educaiion. — The  first  appropriation  by  the  town  for  schools  was 
made  November  l::?th,  1770,  when  £10  were  voted  for  that  purpose,  and 
Reuben  Ely,  Timothy  Walker,  and  Isaiah  Kingsley  were  chosen  school 
committee.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  schools  be  kept  in  dillerent  parts 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Kingsley  is  the  first  teacher  mentioned  in  the  records, 
and  March  loth,  1771,  it  was  voted  to  pay  him  £3,  18s.,  Od.  for  his  ser- 
vices. March  lOth,  177'?,  it  was  voted  to  pay  the  committee  £4,  8s.  for 
a  school  taught  by  Mr.  Benton.    In  December  of  that  year  it  was  voLed 
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to  divide  the  town  into  three  school  districts,  to  be  called  the  North,  East, 
and  West  Districts.  Also  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  £15,  to  be  "eaqnaily 
divided  briween  the  distiicts  according  to  their  estates/'  In  1773  Daniel 
Sliaw,  David  Lee,  and  Thomas  Lathrop  taiiglu  the  scliools,  and  Novem- 
ber 11th  of  that  year  it  was  voted  to  pay  David  JSrown  and  Joseph  Kings- 
lev  £1,  10s.  each  for  six  vreeks  school  tanirht  bv  tlieir  wives.  In  1774 
it  was  voted  to  bnild  a  school  house  eighteen  feet  sqi'.are  in  each  of  the 
three  districts,  and  £60  were  voted  for  tliat  X)urpose  ;  but  at  an  adjourned 
meeting  these  votes  weie  rescinded,  and  each  district  was  instructed  to 
build  its  own  house.  As  the  town  became  settled,  d.ivisions  andc  sub- 
divisions of  districts  were  made,  until  foi'  many  years  there  were  ten 
school  districts,  and  81,8U0  have  been  appropriated  in  a  single  year  for 
schools.  In  ISo,")  a  school  house  and  hall  were  built  by  District  No.  9, 
comprising  the  village  of  North  Becket,  costing  nearly  S4,000  ;  and 
for  some  years  three  schools  were  kept  there,  with  over  fifty  scholars 
in  each.  Novv'-  there  are  but  two  public  schools  in  the  village,  with 
less  than  fifty  scholars  in  both,  and  in  1884  only  81,000  were  appr(n3ri- 
ated  by  the  town  for  schools,  altliough.  money  was  approi)riated  and  a 
beginning  made  to  put  the  school  buildings  in  the  town  in  good  repair. 
The  school  districts  were  abolished  some  years  since,  and  the  town  com- 
mittee has  charge  of  the  schools.  William  S.  Huntington,  S.  W.  Carter, 
and  Miss  Etta  Lathro[)  constitute  thet)resent  committee. 

In  1868  a  house  was  built  in  the  village  for  a  private  or  select  school 
to  be  taught  by  ^liss  11.  C.  Snow.  This  school  has  been  in  successful 
operation  most  of  the  time  since.  During  the  winter  of  1884  -5  Miss  Snovr 
had  over  tliirty  scholars,  and  she  can  point  with  pride  to  the  large  number 
that  have  gone  out  from  her  school  fitted  for  teachers,  or  to  enter  higher 
schools,  and  till  important  positions. 

The  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  accord-  . 
ing  to  the  census  taken  May  1st,  1883,  was  158.    Whole  number  attending 
the  public  schools,  219. 

To2c/i  Clerl^s. — Nathaniel  Kingsley  was  the  first  town  clerk.  He  was 
first  chosen  in  1765,  and  he  served  till  1794,  with  the  exception  of  six 
years  in  which  Peter  Porter  was  chosen.  In  1795  George  Conant  was 
elected,  and  continued  in  othce  till  his  death  in  1831,  after  which  Jabin 
Williams  served  till  1835.  Isaac  S.  Wadsworth  served  from  1835  to  1860, 
except  three  years.  Mark  P.  Carter  was  chosen  in  1838  ;  J.  B.  Williams, 
1839  ;  David  Cannon,  1840  ;  Samuel  Ingham,  1860.  In  1861  Mark  P.  Car- 
ter v\'as  chosen,  and  held  the  office  till  his  death  in  1875.  William  S. 
Huntington  served  from  1876  to  1884,  when  A.mos  G.  Cross,  the  present 
clerk,  was  chosen.  George  Conant,  for  thirty-six  years  town  clerk,  also 
represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  fifteen  years,  and  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  from  1805  till  his  death  in  1831. 

Maghdrates. — Nathaniel  Kingsley  ^^as  commissioned  in  1777,  ami 
alone  held  the  i4Iice  till  18u5,  when  George  Conant  was  appointed. 
Others  have  been  commissioned  as  follows:  Benjamin  C.  Perkins,  Asa 
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Baird,  Gains  Carter,  Timothy  Snow,  Luke  Barber,  Jabin  B.  Williams, 
StepLen  W.  Carter,  Mark  P.  Carter,  William  S.  Huntington,  Charles  O. 
Perkins,  Amos  G.  Cross.  Of  these  S.  W.  Carter,  William  S.  Huntington, 
and  A.  G.  Cross  are  residents  of  the  tov/n  and  hold  commissions,  also  R. 
M.  Savery,  who  is  deputy  sheriff. 

Becnei  in  the  National  Wars. — That  Becket  has  ever  been  loyal  and 
firm  in  the  support  of  its  country's  rights  and  liberties  is  verified  by  the 
records  of  the  town.  At  a  town  meeting  held  June  l4th,  1774,  Elisha 
Carpenter,  David  Lee,  Nathaniel  Kingsley,  Peter  Porter,  and  Jonathan 
^Vadsworth  were  clioseii  a  committee  of  correspondence  with  the  town  of 
Boston,  "that  the  town  of  Boston,  through  their  committee,  bo  assured 
of  the  unanimous  support  by  the  town  of  Becket  to  resist  the  unjust  de- 
mands of  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  preservation  of  American  rights  and 
liberties.'*  October  7th,  1774,  Jonathan  Wadsworth  was  chosen  delegate 
to  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  meet  at  Concord  the  11th  of  the  same  month: 
and  he  was  instructed  to  do  no  act  but  is  entindy  submissive  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  he  closely  adhere  to 
the  Suffolk  Resolves,  and  that  he  do  no  act  which  might  be  construed  as 
any  kind  of  submission  to  the  late  acts  of  Parliament."  At  a  town  meet- 
ing held  the  24th  of  April,  1775,  it  was  voted  to  pay,  as  soon  as  the  money 
could  be  collected,  si  each  to  ten  men,  viz.:  Silas  Childs,  Joseph  Foster, 
Silas  Linkon,  John  Messenger,  Bela  ^^lessenger,  John  Davis,  Jame^  Allen, 
Abner  I-Jruce.  Elijah  Aliord,  and  Abel  Crane,  who  that  day  entered  into 
the  provincial  service.  It  is  uncertain  how  many  Becket  men  were  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  but  we  know  of  some  others.  Mr.  James  Harris 
was  one  of  those  who  ca|)tured  General  Prescott.  Mr.  Abnei-  Ames  died 
by  starvation,  a  prisoner  of  the  British.  Sylvanus  Snow  and  Asa  Sn(nv 
were  also  in  the  army.  That  the  town  furnished  its  full  quota  of  men 
and  supplies  is  certain.  In  August,  1777,  the  selectmen  called  a  meet- 
ing and  reported  to  the  town  the  names  of  certain  individuals  whom 
they  charged  with  being  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  or  safety.  They 
were  called  Inimical  persons.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  these  men  came 
before  the  town  with  a  long  and  humble  petition,  acknowledging  their 
error,  asking  forgiveness,  and  pledging  themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power 
for  the  American  cause.    Seven  men  then  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

As  no  record  is  found  of  those  \y\io  served  in  the  war  of  181*2,  and  as 
none  of  them  are  now  living,  we  can  only  say  the  records  show  that  the 
town  stood  firndy  in  defense  of  our  lights  and  privileges. 

In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Becket  was  loyal  almost  to  a  m;in,  with- 
out regard  to  party,  and  every  call  for  men  and  money  was  proiu[>tly  met. 
One  hundred  and  two  men  went  into  the  Union  army  from  the  town,  and 
over  810,000  were  raised  for  war  purposes.  Many  fell,  the  victims  of 
rebel  bullets  and  southern  climate. 


CHAPTER  XXX]. 


T(AVX  OF  CHESHIliE. 

By  Rev.  A.  B.  Whipple. 

Land  Sales  and  Settlement.— Capt.  Joab  StatTord. — First  Church  in  New  Provident^e. — Elder 
"Werden. — Colonel  Low.— The  Barkers. — The  Wolcotts. — The  ]\Iartins. — Joshua  ]\[asoii. 
— The  Revolution. — Incorporation  and  First  Meetin,'.;s. — War  of  181 1?. — Baptist  Chiirclies. 
— Universalist  Society.— M.  E.  Church.— Post  OiTice.— Capt.  Edn.iond  Foster.— The 
Whipple  Family. — Israel  Cole. — Physicians.— Industries. — The  Cheshire  Cheese. 

A GLANCE  at  the  map  of  Berkshire  county  discerns  in  the  north 
central  poi'tion  a  curiously  shaped  town,  having  twenty-five  anghis 
in  its  boundary,  as  if  willing  to  adapt  itself  to  any  contingencies,  pro- 
vided it  niiglu  have  a  share  in 

"  The  hills  rock-ril>bed  and  ancient  a>  the  sun. 

The  vales  stretching  in  pensive  quietness  between." 

In  the  eastern  part  of  this  town  is  a  hill  beaiing  the  name  Stafford's 
Hill.  There,  in  1760,  v/as  begun  a  settlement  by  pioneers  from  Providence 
Hiil,  near  Providence,  K.  I.,  called  at  hrst  Xew  Providence  Hill,  from  the 
home  of  most  of  the  early  settlers.  By  records  it  is  learned  that  Nicholas 
Cook,  of  Providence,  and  Joseph  Bennett,  of  Coventry.  R.  L,  bought, 
June  2Gth,  1660,  of  John  Worthington  and  Josinh  Dwight,  of  Springtield, 
and  others  for  £935,  3,740  acres  and  14  j^ercbes,  north  of  Lanesboro 
partly,  and  partly  north  of  Windsor,  being  a  part  of  a  grant  of  land  ro 
Aaron  Willard  as  an  equivalent  foi- a,  deficiency  of  land  tnken  otT  from 
No.  3  '^Worthington ).  A  look  at  the  ma])  will  show  that  (he  northern 
boundary  of  Windsor  produc^r-d  would  meet  the  southern  boundai-y  of 
New  Ashford,  and  forming  the  once  norihern  boundary  of  [.aiiesl)oro  and 
of  Windsor  as  far  as  tln^  now  weslern  bouiubary  of  Dalton.  These  o,74() 
acres  surroundnd  on  thref  hide's  a  rectritigular  i>ai"cel  of  ground  contain- 
ing 3 ,170  acnes.  ()nce  a  ])art  of  No.  0  i^Savoy).  I1i«>  (b'n»Mal  Court,  in 
1702.  awarded  to  Hatlield,  as  compensation  f(M'  hind  included  in  N(><.  o 
and  7,  an  equivah-ut  on  the  wt-:st  end  of  No.  i».  Uatlitld  placd  thl>  in 
niarkrt,  and  thert'  is  found  ;t  conv  t^N  ance  of  it,  in  l7o.').  hy  lsia«'iand 
"William  Williams,  oi  llafliehl,  and  Israel  ::^ioddar(i,  of  Piusiield.  v)n 
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these  4,916  acres,  constituting  the  'New  Providence  purchase,  is  found 
the  first  traceable  settlement  of  Cheshire.  Having  bought  this  tract  as  a 
speculation,  they  set  about  inducing  men  to  buy  and  remove  hither. 
Cook  never  came  liere  to  live,  but  Joseph  Bennett  did,  having  first  em- 
ployed Captain,  afterward  Colonel,  Joab  Stafford  to  survey  and  map  out 
their  purchase  into  lots,  tliirty-three  in  number,  which  was  done  before 
the  end  of  October,  1766  (see  plan).^ 

Captain  Stafford,  a  townsman  of  Bennett's,  made  the  first  x)urchase 
of  Cook  Sc  Bennett,  November  5tli,  1706;  three  lots  of  396  acres,  Nos.  5,  17, 
and  22.  On  the  next  day  Cook  and  Bennett  made  an  equal  division  of 
the  remaining  land  to  themselves  by  a  line  running  easterly  through  the 
the  center  of  the  purchase.  On  the  same  day  JohnBucklin,  of  Coveiitry, 
E.  L,  bought 'lot  Xo.  1  ;  Nathaniel  Jacobs,  of  Providence,  bought  Xos. 
7,  10,  11,  and  25;  Samuel  Low,  of  Providence,  three  quarters  of  No.  4 
(the  other  quarter  appropriated  for  a  meeting  house,  50  acres),  27  and 
28  ;  Simeon  Smith,  of  Providence,  two  lots,  17  and  the  west  half  of  No. 
3  ;  Jabez  Pierce,  of  Providence,  Nos.  2,  12,  and  20.  November  11th, 
Cook  and  Bennett  bought  Nos.  12  and  20  ;  Joseph  Martin,  of  Providence, 
on  the  same  day,  east  half  of  No.  2  ;  Samuel  Warrin,  No.  23,  June,  1767; 
October  31st,  1767,  Shubal  Wilmarth,  of  Providence,  west  half  of  No.  2  ; 
-N.  Cook,  June  2oth,  1768,  three  quarters  of  No.  6;  February  8th,  1769,  115 
acres  in  New  Providence  were  bought  by  Stephen  Carpenter, of  Providence. 
April  11th,  1769,  Zebediah  Shepardson,  of  Providence,  bought  No.  16. 
May  14ih,  1770,  Samuel  Corew,  of  Providence,  bought  Nos.  12,  13,  and 
14.  August  31st,  1770,  Joshua  Eeecl,  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  bought  Nos.  10 
and  11.  William  Lewis,  of  Riclimond,  11.  L,  purchased  No.  5  and  part  of 
No.  8,  July  15th,  1771.  A  ugust  2d,  1770,  Benjamin  Roberts,  of  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  bought  No.  18.  Only  eight  of  the  thirty-three  lots  remaiiu?d  un- 
sold, as  per  records,  within  six  years  of  the  first  purchase.  The  record 
shows  that  during  tliese  years  some  of  the  lots  were  sold  several  times. 

Captain  Joab  Stafford  is  first  heard  of  attending  the  General  Assembly 
at  Newport,  in  May,  1762,  as  deputy  from  Coventry.  In  1766  he  was 
surveyor  on  New  Providence  Hill.  In  1778  he  was  a  colonel,  empowered 
to  warn  some  one  to  call  the  first  town  meeting  in  Adams.  In  1801  he 
sold  all  his  land  in  the  New  Providence  purchase  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  suggest  that  he  had  not  made  a  fortune.  The  last  deed  of 
his  was  witnessed  by  Richard  Stafford,  his  son  perhaps,  who  married 
Susannah,  daughter  of  Elisha  Brown,  also  from  Rhode  Island,  and  with 
her  moved  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Whether  he  had  other  children  is 
not  learned. 

Elisha  Brown  bouglit  lot  No.  26,  second  division,  north  range,  in 
Lanesboro. 


*  Plan  of  the  grant  of  land  made  by  tlio  General  Court  of  his  Majesty's  proviine  of  the 
Massachu.Hetts  Bay,  aud  is  now  owned  by  and  in  possession  of  .Tose[>h  Bennett  and  Nicholas 
C<i(  k.  li:.iv  e  caused  this  plan  to  be  made  and  put  on  record  ;  said  land  bein^;-  in  Berkshire 
couiuy,  betwr-tni  Lanesboro  aud  East  Iloosick. 
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Judge  J.  M.  Barker,  in  his  "  Early  Settleiiients  in  Cliesliire,"  writiuo- 
of  Colonel  Stafford,  says  : 

''Tradition  preserves  a  pleasant  account  of  his  introduction  of  Mrs.  Stafford  to 
her  new  home  on  the  summit  of  the  New  Providence  Hilh  While  he  was  mapping 
out  the  purchase  and  erecting  a  house  on  the  lots  to  which  he  took  title,  his  wife  re- 
mained in  Rhode  Island.  When  the  new  dwelling  was  ready  for  occupancy  he  re- 
turned for  his  family.  As  they  journeyed  on  the  good  wife  sought  for  an  exact  de- 
scription of  the  new  home  she  was  to  occupy  and  its  surroundings.  But  the  captain 
did  not  see  fit  to  gratify  her  curiosity;  and,  as  they  approached  their  destination, 
sought  her  opinion  of  the  different  dwellings  and  locations  which  they  found  on  the 
road.  At  last  Mrs.  Stafford  found  one  which  delighted  her  exceedingly,  and  after 
the  captain  had  stopped  to  allow  her  to  examine  and  admire  it,  she  exclaimed,  '  Ohl 
if  I  could  only  live  there  I  would  be  perfectly  satisfied.'  Whereupon  the  captain 
turned  into  the  enclosure  and  informed  her  that  they  were  at  home.  It  was  from 
this  home,  whence  he  could  see  the  summits  of  Greylock  range,  apparently  on"  a 
level  witli  him  on  the  west,  and  the  valley  of  the  Hoosac,  nestling  beneath  them  on 
north,  with  glimpses  of  the  vales  in  which  rose  the  Housatonic  on  the  south,  that 
Colonel  Stafford  went  with  the  Berkshire  men  to  the  battle  of  Bennington,  where  he 
fought  and  was  wounded.  Yet  we  hope  it  was  from  that  home  that  in  the  golden 
autumn  dnys  of  1801,  three  months  after  he  had  parted  with  his  last  acre  of  land, 
his  neighbors,  with  their  old  pastor,  v/hom  he  had  helped  bring  from  Rhode  Island, 
at  their  head,  carried  the  departed  colonel  down  the  slope  of  the  hill,  to  the  peaceful 
burying  ground  where  his  remains  now  repose. 

*'  At  the  southernmost  foot  of  the  hill,  on  a  gentle  eminence  around  which 
curves  a  babbling,  crystal  watered  brook,  is  that  one  of  the  ancient  burial  places  of 
Cheshire  in  w^hich  sleeps  this  man,  who,  according  to  the  inscription  on  his  tomb- 
stone, a  stone  almost  bowed  to  the  earth,  as  though  it  sought  to  keep  closer  company 
with  the  dust  of  him  whom  it  commemorates,  so  that  who  reads  it  must  perforce 
kneel,  '  fought  and  bled  in  his  country's  cause  at  the  battle  of  Bennington,'  and  '  de- 
scended to  the  tomb  with  an  unsullied  reputation.'  In  front  of  him  curves  a  splendid 
amphitheater  of  wooded  hills,  their  forest  covering  almost  unbroken,  extending  from 
Whitford's  rocks  on  the  east  to  the  high  pinnacle  of  quartz  w^hich  glistens  like  a  jewel 
in  the  sun  above  the  present  village  of  Cheshire.  Behind  him  rise  the  slopes  of  the 
hill  which  he  surveyed  and  helped  to  clear  and  settle,  great  fields  of  pasturage  from 
which  now  almost  every  dwelling  has  disappeared,  but  rarely  vexed  with  the  plough 
and  trodden  but  seldom  by  any  feet  save  those  of  lowing  kine  or  bleating  sheep.  A 
great  beech  tree  on  the  edge  of  the  bank  above  the  brook  shades  him  from  the 
morning  sun,  and  so  sequestered  is  the  spot  that  at  this  moment  a  great  golden 
winged  woodpecker  has  her  nest  in  a  decayed  portion  of  the  tree,  her  notes  the  only 
sound,  but  that  of  the  rippling  brook,  to  break  the  absolute  silence  of  his  long  home. 
A  peaceful  and  appropriate  resting  place  for  the  patriot  and  the  pioneer,  but  one 
which  might  well  receive  some  care  from  those  who  are  enjoying  the  fruit  of  the 
labors  and  sacrifices  of  him  and  his  associates." 

Of  isicholas  Cook,  the  leading  purchaser,  we  learn  that  he  was  one 
of  the  Coni't  of  Assistants  in  the  Rhode  Island  colony  from  \  7:r2  to  1701, 
and  deputy  governor  in  17GS  and  1700.  In  1701  he  \\as  chaii'irian  of  a 
committee  lorai.-^e  i>y  lottery  i'ij,{)i)0  l\n'  jiaving  tlie  siret^ts  rd'  Provi(len'.M\ 
Joseph  Bennett  was  one  of  tlie  six  on  this  committee.    Possibly  from 
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tliat  contra(?t  they  earned  or  saved  some  of  the  means  for  tlie  New  Prov- 
idence pnrcliase.  Joseph  Bentiett  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land colony  in  May,  17o8,  a  possibh-  descendant  of  one  Joseph  Bennett 
]nade  high  sheriff  in  May,  1700.  He,  unlike  Cook,  became  a  resident  of 
his  pnrcliase.  and  in  the  possession  of  his  posterity  the  old  Bennett 
honse  still  remains,  one  of  the  few  original  lioases,  a  little  sonth  of  the 
line  marking  rlie  southern  limits  of  the  New  Providence  purcfiase.  Land 
now  occn]»ied  by  \Mlliom  P.  Bennett  was  deeded  to  Elisha  Brown,  from 
his  father,  Elisha  Brown,  November  30th,  1773.  Lease  of  right  of  way 
acro>;s  said  land  to  Mt.  Amos  was  made  in  1789  from  Qenry  Tibbits  and 
others  to  Joseph  Bennett  for  the  term  of  500  years. 

John  Bennett  came  from  Vv^arwick,  R.  I.,  in  1780,  and  settled  one 
mile  and  a  quarter  east  of  Cheshire,  where  Mrs.  Amy  Brown  now  lives. 
John  Bennett,  born  December  3d,  17G1,  married  Sally  Bnrlinghame,  born 
May  13th,  17o9,  and  had  children  :  Nancy,  born  April  22d,  1783  ;  Polly, 
born  January  8th.  17S6  ;  Joseph,  born  February  8th,  1788  ;  Asa,  born 
May  29th,  1790;  ChlOe,  horn  October  11th,  1792;  Andrew,  born  April 
28th,  1795  ;  Roby,  born  March  lltli,  1798  ;  Amy,  born  January  1st,  1801. 

The  foundation  and  maintenance  of  a  church  had  much  to  do  in 
fo]  ming  the  character  and  monlding  the  life  of  subsequent  Cheshire, 
and  so  its  history  must  be  studied.  Unlike  other  towns.  New  Provi- 
dence had  no  portion  of  government  lands  set  ofl  for  church  support. 
What  was  done  l^ere  was  the  gift  of  the  people  through  love  for  the 
cause.  This  was  also  their  faith,  being,  for  the  most  part,  Baptists. 
After  a  few  meetings  for  conference  they  met,  August  28th.  1769,  and 
finding  a  iiumber  of  families  from  Coventry,  R.  I.,  forming  a  majority 
of  the  church  there,  they  sent  for  l]lder  Peter  Werden,  their  23astor,  to 
come  and  continue  his  charge  over  his  flock.  He  came,  the  roll  call  num- 
bered thirteen,  and,  like  the  thirteen  States  six  years  later,  they  were  a 
united  body.  Their  names  were  :  p]lder  Peter  Werden,  Joal)  Stafford, 
Samuel  J_iOw,  Joseph  Bennett.  John  Bay,  Jolin  Lee,  John  Bucklin,  Mir^n^y 
Werden,  Almy  Low,  Unice  Bennett,  Bety  Read,  Deliverance  Nichols, 
and  Martha  Lee.  During  the  year  there  were  received  ''from  distant 
places"  37  members.  In  1772  23  names  vvere  added,  aiul  so  on  while  tlie 
church  remained,  in  all  about  500  names.  Elder  Werden  was  their  pas- 
tor for  nearly  40  years,  dying  February  21st,  1808.  He  was  sui)ported 
by  donation  and  the  use  of  50  acres,  the  gift  of  Nicholas  Cook  and  Jo- 
seph Bennett,  the  northeast  fourth  of  Lot  No.  4--a  lot  still  doing  duty 
in  gospel  support.  From  this  land  Elder  Werden  gained  for  the  most 
part  his  subsistence.  In  the  writings  of  Elder  John  Leland,  beginning 
with  page  319,  is  a  biographical  sketch  from  which  the  fcdlowing  is  taken: 

"Elder  Werden  was  born  June  6tn,  i72S,and  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try at  Warwick,  R.  I.,  May,  1751.  When  he  first  began  to  |)reach  he  was  too  much 
of  a  new  light  and  too  strongly  attached  to  the  doctrine  of  salvation  bv  sovereign 
grace,  to  be  generally  received  among  th->  old  r>aplist  churches  in  Rhode  I-l;;ndt 
until  the  following  event  o})ened  the  door  for  hini.  A  crin-iinal  by  the  name  of  Caiter 
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was  executed  at  Tower  Hill,  This  occasion  collected  crowds  of  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  State.  While  the  criniiiial  stood  under  the  gallows,  young  Werden  felt 
such  a  concern  for  his  soul  that  he  urged  his  way  tlirough  the  crowd,  and,  being  as- 
sisted by  the  sheriff,  gained  access  to  Carter  and  addressed  him^as  follows;  'Sir,  is 
your  soul  prepared  for  that  awful  eternity  into  which  you  will  launch  in  a  few  min- 
utes?' The  criminal  replied,  *I  dont  know  that  it  is,  but  I  wish  you  would  pray  for 
me.'  In  this  prayer  Mr.  Werden  was  so  wonderfully  assisted  in  spreading  the  poor 
man's  case  before  the  throne  of  God  that  the  whole  assembly  were  awfully  solem- 
nized and  most  of  them  wet  their  cheeks  with  their  tears.  This  opened  a  great  door 
for  his  ministrations,  both  on  the  main  and  on  the  Island.  He  preached  at  ^Va^wick, 
Coventry,  and  many  other  places,  and  then  moved,  in  1770,  into  this  place,  where  he 
has  lived  almost  thirty-eight  years. 

"  Sound  judgment,  correct  principles,  humble  demeanor,  with  solemn  sociability 
marked  all  his  public  improvements,  and  mingled  with  his  conversation  in  smaller 
circles,  or  with  individuals.  In  him  young  preachers  found  a  father  and  a  friend; 
distressed  churches  a  liealer  of  breaches;  and  tempted  souls  a  sympathizing  guide. 
From  his  first  coming  nito  this  place  until  he  was  70  years  old  he  was  a  father  to  the 
Baptist  churches  in  Berkshire  and  its  environs,  and,  in  some  sense,  an  apostle  to  them 
all.  He  had  an  exalted  idea  of  the  inalienable  riglits  of  conscience,  justly  apprecia- 
ted the  civil  rights  of  men,  and  was  assiduous  .to  keep  his  brethren  from  the  chains 
of  ecclesiastical  power.  His  preaching  was  both  sentimental  and  devotional,  and  his 
life  corresponded  with  the  precepts  which  he  taught. 

''Within  about  three  years  three  ministers  belonging  to  Cheshire  have  departed 
this  life,  the  pious  Mason  took  the  lead,  the  pleasing  Covell  followed  after,  and  now 
the  arduous  AVerden,  who  has  been  in  the  ministry  a  longer  term  than  any  Baptist 
preacher  left  behind,  in  New  England,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age,  while  Leland 
remains  alone  to  raise  this  monument  over  their  tombs." 

The  inscri])tion  on  his  monument,  prepared  by  himself,  is  as  follows  : 
"  Here  lies  the  body  of  Peter  Werden,  late  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Cheshire.    He  was  born  June  5th,  1728,  converted  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  May  9th,  1748.    In  the  month  of  May,  1751,  he  was  ordained 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  Warwick  and  continued  measurably  faithful  in  his  pas- 
toral charge  to  the  close  of  his  life,  which  was  February  21st,  180S." 
On  his  monument  is  the  following  inscription : 
"his  soul  to  god  he  us'd  to  send 

to  cry  for  grace  for  foe  and  friend 

but  blessed  be  the  god  of  love 

his  soul  is  now  w^ith  christ  above 

this  crumbling  sculpture  keeps  the  clav 

THAT  US'd  TO  HOUSE  HIS  NOBLE  MIND 
BUT  AT  THE   RESURRECTION  DAY 
A  NOBLER  BODY  HE  SHALL  FIND." 

'  In  the  minutes  of  the  Shat'ts!)ury  Association  for  th:U  vt'ar  is  found  : 
"Died  February  21st,  i8c8.  Elder  Peter  WcrdciK  of  Cheshire,  in  the  Soth  year 
of  his  age.  For  dignity  of  nature,  soundness  of  judgment,  meekness  of  temper  and 
unwearied  labors  in  the  ministry,  but  few  have  eciualed  him  in  this  age.  He  was  the 
founder,  father,  and  guardian  angel  of  this  Association  until  his  age  pre\  ented.  He 
"followed  the  ministry  about  sixty  years,  and  th.en 
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"  Like  old  Elijah,  in  a  tiery  car, 
He  rode  to  Heaven,  to  be  a  shining;  star; 
May  some  Elislia  catch  his  sacred  robe, 
And  smiting  Jordan  cry  Where  is  Elijah's  God  ?" 

He  was  followed  in  the  iniiiistry  by  Elder  Barrimu.s  Braman,  and  by 
Elder  Samuel  Bloss,  under  whom  the  old  church  "buildin.!;-  was  removed 
to  the  glebe  land,  a  new  church  having  been  sometime  before  erected  on 
the  hill  where  was  a  flourishing  and  beautiful  village,  the  village  of 
Cheshire.  It  had,  l)esides  the  church,  its  post  office  and  its  masonic 
lodge,  called  Friendship  Lodge,  and  a  noted  school  whither  young  men 
and  maidens  iv-om  adjoining  towns  went,  and  where  the  parents  of  the 
present  writer  first  met,  some  sixty-tive  years  ago. 

Nearest  to  the  meetinghouse  on  Stafford's  Hill  dwelt  Col.  Samuel 
Low,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  jjlace,  as  well  as  most  prominent  and 
wealthy.  In  1703,  three  years  before  coming  to  Stafford's  Hill,  he  was 
intrusted  with  the  duty  of  raising  money  by  a  lottery  to  improve  the 
streets  of  Providenpe,  R.  I.  Whether  he  was  rich  before,  history  does 
not  state.  He  came  to  New  Providence  with  four  slaves,  parents  with 
two  children.  In  1790,  he  moved  into  the  State  of  New  York,  having 
freed  the  parents,  but  taking  the  boy  and  girl  with  him.  Afterward  he 
applied  to  the  church  for  a  letter,  but  was  refused  unless  he  would  free 
Jhe  two  slaves.    To  him  Elder  ^Yerden  writes,  March  2d,  1792: 

*'  Dear  Brother: 

"  We  received  your  letter  and  the  brothers  hath  heard  it  read.  That  part  that 
concerns  Anthony  doth  not  serve  our  minds.  Our  minds  is  that  your  duty  was  to 
have  set  him  at  liberty  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  which  was  about  a  year  ago.  As  to 
the  bill  of  costs  that  you  speak  of  you  and  he  must  settle  that  yourselves,  as  we  look 
upon  it  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  that  matter.  We  wish  you,  my  dear  brother,  to 
attend  to  the  proposition  you  mentioned — all  men  are  born  free.  Therefore  our  re- 
quest and  desire  is,  you  liberate  him  immediately,  to  ease  our  sister  and  us  of  our 
pain,  as  we  think  it  will  dishonor  our  profession  if  it  is  not  dun." 

Some  sharp  correspondence  in  retttrn  shows  that  Colonel  Low  knew 
well  how  to  handle  a  x^en,  as  well  as  as  word;  but  space  here  is  too  limited 
for  further  quotations. 

While  Stafford's  Hill  was  growing  other  parts  of  the  town  were  re- 
ceiving occupants,  and  roads  were  constructed.  The  Chesliire  village  of 
to-day  had  but  one  house  till  the  Hill  had  become  well  peopled.  From 
Lenox  to  East  Hoosick  along  the  valley  was  the  main  road  following  the 
stream.  Crossing  this  from  Lanesboro,  near  the  foot  of  (.freylock,  was 
another  road  forming  four  corners,  now  (.'ht\shire.  Among  rhe  early  set- 
tlers the  name  of  Elisba  Brown,  from  AVarwick,  stands  iirst,  as  buying 
Lot  No.  40,  second  division,  north  range,  October  0th,  170S.  Hanit-l 
Brown,  of  Warwick,  in  tlie  following  March,  l>ought  Lor  No.  4."),  and  be- 
came the  most  prominent  man  and  the  largest  la!ullu)lder.  In  April 
John  Tibbetts,  of  Warwick,  bouii-ht  Lot  Xo.  To.  On  k'>t  in  Septem- 
ber. 1771,  eauie,  from  Scituate,  R,  1..  Abiatlnu'  Anii>^b  iollowed,  fluMioxt 
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May,  on  Lot  52,  by  Thomas  .Matteson,  of  Wavvvick.  James  and  John 
Barker,  brothers,  one  f]'om  ^licldletown  and  the  otlierfrom  Newport,  R.  I., 
purchased  parts  of  Xos.  21  and  7G  in  June,  1773,  and  Benjamin  Ellis,  of 
AVarwick,  Lot  41.  in  February,  1774.  John  Lyon  and  his  son,  John, 
afterward  Dr.  Lyon,  had  settled  in  this  section  in  1770,  from  Connecticut, 
where  John  jr.  was  born  in  1756,  and  who  in  the  battle  of  Bennin.irton, 
was  a  Berkshire  boy,  and  whose  home  for  many  years  was  a  low  fj^ambreL 
roofed  house  under  the  great  elms  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  near  the 
crossing  of  the  Kitching  Brook,  in  tiie  south  part  of  the  present  village. 

James  Barker,  uue  of  the  Court  of  Assistants  in  Ehode  Island,  was 
made  a  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Berkshire  in  1781  and 
died  in  1790.  His  home  was  on  the  spot  just  north  of  Dr.  Lyoms,  now 
occupied  by  the  ^vidow  of  Noble  K.  Wolcott.  He  was,  from  1791  to  1790, 
registei'  of  deeds  for  the  northern  district,  and  Cheshire's  lirst  town  clerk 
in  1793,  His  son,  Ezra,  succeeded  him  as  justice  of  the  jjeace,  received 
the  homestead  by  will,  and,  a  generation  later,  was  known  in  Cliesliire  as 
the  ''old  squire.''  John,  the  brother  of  James,  left  Cheshire  for  Ver- 
mont in  1780  and  died  on  the  way.  These  brothers  were  descendants  of 
a  James  Barker,  named  as  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Rhode  Island 
charter  from  King  Charles  11.    Good  blood  flows  far. 

Samuel  Wolcott  (from  Oliver  Wolcott,  a  signei-  of  the  American 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  for  nine  years  delegate  to  Congress, 
and  in  1790  governor  of  Connecticut)  and  his  son.  Samuel  jr.,  were  in  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga  ;  from  Vermont  Samuel  jr.  came,  with  Moses, 
his  brother,  to  Chesliire.  Moses  was  a  merchant  as  well  as  innholder. 
and  a  very  successful  one.  His  store  became  the  x)lace  of  the  first  post 
office,  established  in  1810,  with  Noble  K.  Wolcott.  clerk.  Another  son, 
Eussel,  was  the  father  of  John  C.  Wolcott.  who  gave  early  promise  of 
being  one  of,  if  not  the  most  learned  and  brilliant  lawyer  of  the  county  ; 
but  a  love  of  stimulants  blasted  his  prospects  as  well  as  the  expectation 
of  his  friends,  and  at  this  time  he  is  the  last  one  of  his  family  name  re- 
siding in  the  town.  Moses  Wolcott,  above  named,  and  Nehemiah  Uich- 
ardson  were  in  the  fight,  October  19th,  1780,  at  Stone  Arabia.  They  both 
fled  for  their  lives  from  the  Indians.  The  latter,  being  light  aiul  talh  ran 
easily,  outstripping  Moses,  who  was  short  and  thick,  and  who  cried 
lustily  for  lielp,  or  at  least  not  to  be  left  behind.  They  escaped.  Years 
afterward,  together  with  Captain  Daniel  Brown,  Deacon  Joiin  Richard- 
son, of  the  Stafford  Hill  church,  Amos  Pettibone,  and  J»Mry  l)U<'klin, 
they  occasionally  dined  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Richardson,  jr.,  whose 
widovv",  aged  ninety,  still  survives,  and  who  |)repared  their  dinners,  and 
who  well  remembers  the  oft  told  tale  of  th.e  long  and  sh.ort  runnors. 
also  the  account  of  the  battle  of  Bennington,  in  which  the  four  last 
named  took  an  active  part.  Their  last  dinner  togerher  was  in  18:U'. 
She  remenjbers  there  were  sotne  Indian  huts,  one  on  their  farm  ;  which 

farm  w;.-,  bought  of  — —         lh)wen  about   17ni>.  by  N^'leuniah  Bi»4;:ird- 

son,  her  husband's  grandfather,  who  must  have  lived  els^wlicK^  in  the 
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town  previously,  for  in  tlie  revival  of  1112  liis  name  appears  nmong 
twenty-two  baptized  April  4th  by  Eldt-i-  AVerden.  His  f  arm  is  still 
known  as  the  Hirhardson  farm. 

The  next  farm  south  was  bou,i!,-ht  about  the  srime  tirae,  of  ^lr?>.  Han- 
nah Gushing,  by  Edward  Martin,  from  Rliode  Island,  who,' in  1797,  built 
a  framed  house.  He  had  six  children,  all  becoming  farmers,  or  the  wives 
of  fa.rmers.  Th^  present  l^lward  Martin  is  grandson,  and  his  Avife  is 
granddaughter  of  Elder  Mason,  elsewhere  mentioned.  One  gi'eat  gnind- 
son,  Lutlier  A.,  a  skillful  physician,  is  now  practicing  in  Worcester 
county  of  this  State. 

Joshua  Mason,  the  son  of  James,  a  settler  in  "The  Kitchen,"  built 
the  tannery,  recently  burned,  just  west  of  the  village,  on  a  stream  run- 
ning from  Grey  lock  and  through  the  Hopper,  a  deep  dark  valley,  once 
darker  than  now,  with  a  dense  gi^owth  of  hendock,  the  bark  of  which 
was  the  magnet  tliat  drew  the  tannery  thither. 

On  tlie  tow]i  reoids  is  found  nothing  about  the  Revolution,  because 
it  was  befoie  tlie  incor[)oration.  and  therefore  to  be  found  in  the  histories 
of  those  towns  from  which  Cheshire  was  formed.  As  Stafford  Hill  was 
really  the  young  Cheshire,  though  not  then  christened  with  that  name, 
credit  should  be  given  for  valorous  deeds,  and  so  it  may  here  be  said  that 
Colonel  Stafford  was  in  active  sei  vice.  His  j^ay  roll  for  an  independent 
conijiany  of  volunteers  for  t'ennington  had  the  names  of  forty-one  men 
from  New  Providence,  Lanesboro,  East  Hoosick,  and  Windsor;  all 
credited  wirh  six  days*  services  at  live  shillings  and  fou]-  pence  each, 
August  16th,  1777.  July  16th  of  the  same  year  he  went  with  his  com- 
pany of  volunteers  from  Xew  Providence  to  reinforce  Colonel  Warner,  at 
Manchester,  by  order  of  General  Schuyler.  The  names  of  men  in  this 
company  show  they  were  from  New  Pro\  idence:  Colonel  Joab  Stafford, 
Captan  Shubal  Willmarth,  Captain  Abiathar  Angel,  Captain  Thomas 
Nichols,  Lieutenant  Jeremiah  Brown,  Lieutenant  Simon  Smith,  Lieuten- 
ant Lewis  Walker,  Lieutenant  AVilliam  Jenkins,  Ezekiel  Vrilson,  Ezekiel 
AVighes,  Aaron  Case,  Reuben  Simmonds,  HumjDhrey  Tiifaiiy,  Hooker 
Low,  Benoni  Collins,  John  Richardson,  John  Brown,  James  Cole,  Rufus 
Spencer,  I)octor  Tanner,  and  Lieutenant  John  Willmarth  ;  fifty  miles 
travel,  gone  fifteen  days  and  received  for  the  whole  service  18  shillings 
and  4  peu.ce  each.  So  tlie  people,  if  not  the  town  of  Cheshire,  did  good 
service,  as  further  records,  tiiough  n(.)t  the  town  records,  show. 

Situated  far  fi'om  convenient  town  centers,  it  is  no  wonder  that  on 
August  7th,  17'J'2,  thirty  mea  sul^scribed  for  a  fund  to  pay  the  (diaiges  ()i 
a  coniriiittee  to  the  General  C(Hirt  touching  the  matter  of  incor))ora tit)n, 
the  m.oney  to  be  }>aid  in  i)y  the  tirst  ^londay  in  Septtuuber.  The  i>eti- 
tioners  from  Adams,  Lanesboro,  New  Ashf()rd,  and  Windsor  nuu,  in  liu* 
brick  school  housn  in  Lanesboro  iuot  far  from  the  presiuU  r»aptist  meet 
ing  liouse'i  on.  the  second  .Nfondtiy  of  S^^preird)ei".  A  ('onimiit(>e  was  then 
a t -[vrbi ted  tcnif  'Ta  General  (^)!lrt  comruirte-'  at  C(donel  Ue?ningloirs. 
Ir  \va.s  voted  also  t{,>  raise  nh)uey  to  dt-?frav'  (he  (.^tuirt.  Cv>nimit  tee'i?  e.x.- 
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penses.  On  Ocfol^er  22d,  with  James  Barker  as  clerk,  a  conimittee  was 
chosen  to  examine  the  outlines  and  bounds  of  the  town  proposed  and 
njark  them  by  such  monujuents  jis  they  thoii<^-lit  needful,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Daniel  Brown  present  the  matter  to  the  General  Court.  Novend^er 
5th,  met  as  adjourned  and  voted  to  have  the  town  incorporated  by  tlie 
name  of  ''Yernunr'  (jjossibly  Vernon)  and  that  Colonel  li.emington  be 
authorized  to  call  the  tovrn  together.  In  A[>ril,  1793,  he  issued  his  war- 
rant, to  Peleg  Gi'een,  lately  of  Lanesboro. 

"  Berkshire,  greeting,  Wiiereas  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  begun  and  hoiden  in  Boston  on  the  last  Wednesday  ot 
January,  1793,  <^''d  incorporate  a  part  of  the  town  of  Adams,  Lanesboro,  New  Ash- 
ford,  and  Windsor  into  a  township  by  the  name  of  Cheshire  and  appointed  me  to 
call  on  the  inhabitants  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs — all  living  in  New  Providence 
which  once  belonged  to  Lanesboro  and  New  Ashford,  ail  east  of  the  top  of  Saddle 
Mountain,  as  far  soutli  as  Pitts  Barker's  soutli  line,  thence  eastward  on  said  line  of 
lots  to  Muddy  Brook,  thence  all  east  of  said  brook  as  far  as  to  Stephen  Whipple, 
Isaac  Horton,  Brooks  Mason,  and  Edward  Wood,  and  all  northward  of  Brooks  ^L^- 
son's  south  line,  straight  to  Windsor  line,  and  on  Windsor  line  as  far  south  and  east 
as  to  include  Mr.  Fulshaw  and  iSIr.  Bruchs  and  William  Whitakers,  so  from  said 
Bruciis  east  line  to  the  north  line  of  said  Windsor.  Hereof  fail  not  to  make  due  re- 
turn, &c.    March  16th. 

"April  ist,  1793,  met  and  chose  Colonel  Jonithm  Remington  moderator  and 
James  Barker  clerk, 

"Jonathan  Richardson,) 

"  Daniel  Brown,  r  Selectmen." 

"  TiMOTHv  Mason,  ) 

To  these  were  added  for  assessors,  Hezekiali  Mason  and  William 
Jenkins  ;  Peokhani  Barker,  CDUstable  and  cjlleotor  of  rates  for  sixpence 
on  a  pound  ;  Daniel  Mason  and  John  Bennett,  fence  viewers  :  Benjamin 
Brown  and  Jonathan  Fish,  hfdd  drivers  ;  Eezekiah  ^fason  and  John 
Remington,  hog  reeves  ;  Daniel  Brown  and  Daniel  Biddlecom,  })Ound 
keepers.  They  cliose  nine  men  to  divide  tlie  town  into  Ijigiiway  and 
school  districts.  In  a  May  meeting  they  made  twelve  districts  and 
twelve  surve^^ors.  During  the  year  they  voted  the  first  time  for  a  gov- 
ernor, John  Hancock  having  99  votes  and  Elbridge  Gerry  only  three.  At 
the  next  assessors'  meeting  they  voted  IS  sliillings  to  James  Barker  for 
his  services  as  town  clerk  the  preceding  year,  and  to  Beckham  Barker 
47  shillings  for  warning  thii'ty-two  people  to  leave  the  town.  Expense 
of  incorporation  £38,  lis.,  (3d.  In  the  yeai-s  following  nothing  note- 
worthy appears  in  the  town  Tecords  till  July  11th,  1812,  tomdiing  war 
with  England.  While  the  State  as  a  whoh.'  was  opposed  to  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  Cheshire  had  no  uncertain  .sound  in  her  coum'ils  and  de- 
cision, as  may  V)e  seen  by  the  folloNN  ing  rrcoi'd: 

"The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Cheshire  iii  town  meeting  vissemhled,  Resohe, 
that  the  dt-claraiion  of  i^ar  di^^aijist  Great  lyritiiia  and  her  DrtrnJencics,  was  diiinified 
and  just;  and  the  only  nie  tsme  ieu  for  a  ivuion  to  resort  to,  tiiai  ii.ive  decreed  they 
will  be  Iree.     And  akhoLigh  we  ha\e  long  been  convinced  from  the  hostile,  faithless, 
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piratical,  and  savage  conduct  of  that  nation  wfiich  has  for  years  deluged  in  blood 
Europe  and  Asia,  that  her  ambitioji  would  know  no  bo  "nds  short  of  the  desolation 
of  this  happy  country;  yet  it  is  left  to  the  present  day  for  her  ooenly  to  avow,  that 
in  her  train  to  ruin,  not  only  the  rich  and  opulent  European,  the  peaceful  Ind'ostan, 
but  the  patriotic  and  freeborn  American,  shall  act  a  conspicuous  part.  Thanks  be  to 
heaven  her  mad  career  is  ended,  and  the  genius  of  liberty  once  more  speaks  with  a 
voice  that  gladdens  every  patriot  heart. 

"  Resolved.  That  the  address  of  the  Senate  of  this  Common weaitli  speaks  the 
language  of  a  Haiicock,  an  Adams  and  a  Warren,  in  tliose  days  that  tried  men's  souls: 
it  animates,  it  cheers,  it  feeds  that  flame  of  liberty  which  we  are  proud  to  say  shall 
never  but  with  death  be  extinguished,  and  then  it  shall  be  )?iingled  ivith  our  last  hene- 
diciion  to  posterity. 

"  Resolved,  that  v/e  view  that  great  family  of  America  as  friends,  and  will  cor- 
dially unite  with  them  in  the  support  of  our  beloved  government  and  constitution; 
but  woe  to  the  tory,  v/hether  the  tory  of  the  present  day  or  the  tory  of  the  Revo- 
lution; their  fatal  influence  has  twice  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  We  ihank 
heaven  we  have  escaped,  and  pledge  ourselves  that  tlie  comnnseration  of  their  past 
misfortunes  and  disappointments  shall  never  shield  their  crimes  from  that  justice 
that  has  been  too  long  delayed. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society,  although  formed  of 
unauspicious  plants,  so  long  as  they  demean  themselves  as  peaceable  citizens,  so  long 
they  should  be  under  the  protection  of  the  laws;  but  should  they  be  found  in  the 
support  of  a  foreign  nation,  the  vengeance  of  an  indignant  people  shall  consume  them, 
and  the  insignia  of  the  Father  of  his  Country  shall  be  wrested  by  the  eagle  of 
America  from  such  unworthy  protectors. 

And  we  do  further  resolve,  That  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Senate  of  this  Commonwealth,  a  Committee  of  Safety  and  Vigilance,  to  consist 
of  nine  members,  be  appointed  to  watch  over  the  public  welfare,  to  deal  with  the 
hand  of  moderation  and  forbearance  towards  those,  who,  from  mistaken  motives,  may 
be  led  to  acts  which  they  would  abhor,  could  they  but  be  sensible  of  their  situation; 
but  to  those  who  willfully  set  the  laws  and  constituted  authorities  at  detlance.  by 
tvord  or  deed,  let  the  strong  arm  of  the  committee  be  raised  in  that  manner  that  shall 
teach  thern  that  as  freemen  ice  live  and  as  freemen  we  will  die'' 

.  Perhaps  these  resolutions  reached  the  ear  of  the  government  and 
their  loyalty  to  ]\radison\s  adnnnistration  procured  for  Cheshire  the 
honor  of  boarding  a  Inmdred  or  more  Bjitish  prisoners,  mostly  ofhcers, 
in  1813  ;  many  of  the  latter  were  in  tlie  hotel  built  by  Moses  Wolcott  in 
1795.  The  house  is  still  standing,  though  nu)derni7ed  and  occupied  by 
Mr.  Felix  Pelitclerc.  The  hotel  proprietor  was  then  Daniel,  son  of  Cap- 
tain Daniel  Brown  of  the  Revolution.  Among  the  [)risoners  boarding 
with  hira  w^as  Lieutenant  Jani(\s  Rowe  of  the  i>ritish  navy,  captured  on 
Lake  Cham  plain  in  IS  12.  He  was  an  agreeable  young  olhcer,  and  he  said 
wdien  he  came  to  this  country  he  tliought  to  look  about  and  visit  awhile, 
and  then  return;  and  should  have  so  done  had  he  not  hern  i-ap( ured— -a 
second  time  — by  Miss  Lu<'y  Ibown,  granddaughter  of  tlie  captain,  in  a 
marriiia'c  pugagf^i: -nt;  lior  '\\"a-^  sorry  \\\\\\  rh'.'  s'M'():id  captur^/  resulied 
from  the  iirst,    Tliey,  when  the  war  was  o\cr,  movod  to  Caua-Ia,  wluue 
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theii'  descendnnts  are  still  living.    Tlie  captiiin.  Daniel  B.  Brown,  died  in 
1840,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four;  his  son,  Daniel,  in  1842,  aged  seventy. 

At  a  legal  town  meeting  held  September  24th,  1814,  a  committee 
chosen  therefor  reported  the  following,  and  it  was  unan i?7iGUslf/  ndoryted: 

**  While  the  energies  of  our  country  are  put  in  requisition  to  repel  our  sanguinary 
enemy,  and  the  free  institutions  of  our  government  are  to  be  perpetuated  only  by 
compelling  redress  for  tfie  innumerable  injuries  resulting  from  arrogance  and  cupidity: 

"While  the  enemy  by  their  devastation  and  cruelties  are  disregarding  all  estab- 
lished usages  of  war  and  the  law  of  nations;  pouring  forth  upon  the  defenceless  in- 
habitants of  our  frontiers  their  red  allies,  whose  tomahawks  drink  only  the  blood  of 
the  innocent  and  unoffending,  betraying,  to  the  same  merciless  slaughter,  those  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown  into  their  hands,  wantonly  destroying  undefended  toii.' as 
and  even  monii/nents  of  arts  and  taste  as  well  as  the  repositories  of  scientific  krunvledge 
share  the  same  undistinguished  ruin  from  the  vandalism  of  modern  Britian:  And 
while  the  undaunted  valor  of  our  brethren  in  arms  is  shedding  an  imperishable  blaze 
of  glory  on  our  country's  name,  who,  by  their  deeds  of  honor,  are  rendering  perpetual 
the  inestimable  inheritage  purchased  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers: 

"At  such  crisis,  he  is  undeserving  tlie  name  of  American  whose  hand  shall  vrith- 
hold  the  requisite  means  to  place  the  energies  of  our  common  country  in  a  complete 
preparatory  state  to  chastise  our  insolent  plundering  foes,  in  whatever  point  danger 
may  assail:  Therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  we  will  immediately  provide  every  necessary  munition  of  war, 
not  only  for  our  townsmen  subject  to  military  duty,  but  also  for  the  exempts,  af)le  to 
bear  arms,  and  hold  ourselves  in  constant  readiness,  instantly  to  obey  every  call  of 
the  government  or  demand  of  the  ti^iies. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  view  with  sincere  satisfaction  the  restoration  of  unaniir.ity 
among  the  citizens  of  our  country — in  the  exclusion  of  unfounded  prejudices,  and 
foreign  attachments,  for  the  more  honorable  and  patriotic  sentiments  of  Love  of  Cou/itry 
and  its  sacred  institutions. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  will  immediately  furnish  the  selectmen  with  the  necessary 
funds  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

"  John  Wells,  ^ 

"Ambrose  Kasson,  | 

"Allen  Brown,      J- Committee. 

"  Ethan  A.  Fisk,  | 

"  Francis  Fisk,  j 

"  Dexter  Mason,  moderator." 
In  this  meeting  they  voted  §7.)0  to  defray  expenses  of  soldiers  ar  sir> 
per  month. 

Turning  from  town  to  church  records  again,  it  is  learned  that  Klder 
Nathan  Mason,  born  in  Swansey,  Mass.,  17-26,  was  baptized  in  IT.li',  in 
1763  becauje  a  pastor,  twelve  others  constituting  the  chundL  They  :dl 
soon  afterward  sailed  to  Nova  Scotia  and  grt-w  into  a  cliurch  of  sixty 
mend:)ers  ;  but  not  liking  the  land  or  government,  the  twelve  with  tlie 
elder  came  to  Lanesl^oro  in  1771,  where  tht\v  found  six  more  Swan<'\v 
brethren,  and,  uniting,  formed  a  church  of  the  Six  Principle  l>ai)ri>ts. 
holding  conuectioa  with  the  llliode  Island  yearly  meeting'.  Within  two 
years  they  numbered  2()U,  forming  the  nucleus  of  several  churches,  la 
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1788,  Elder  Mason,  with  a  majoriry  of  liis  church,  dissented  from  the 
strictness  of  the  Six  Principle  plan,  and  formed  the  Second  LanesVjoro 
Baptist  Churcli.  When  Cheshire  was  incorporated,  in  1793,  partly  from 
Lanesboro  and  partly  from  Adams,  this  ajid  the  church  on  Srafinrd's 
Hill  were  both  in  Cheshire.  Elder  \Verden\s,  being  the  lirst  established, 
was  called  the  First  Baptist  Church,  the  Six  Princi}>le,  from  which 
Elder  Mason  seceded,  the  Second,  while  the  newly  funned  church  ol' 
Elder  Mason's  was  the  Third  Baptist  Church,  so  called.  In  1789  this 
church  united  with  the  Sbaftsbury  Association,  having  forty-four  mem- 
bers. In  1790-91,  he,  then  sixtv -three  years  old,  must  have  had  a  great 
revival,  or  gained  many  of  the  Second  Church,  or  both,  for  they  reported 
to  the  Association  112.  In  1793  tliey  reported  1G3,  Elder  Leland  being  as- 
sociated with  Elder  Mason.  His  name  is  down  as  minister  in  charge  till 
1800.  He  died  at  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y.,  180G,  aged  eighty.  Elder  Leland  says 
of  him  :  "  His  character  was  fair  and  irreproachable.  He  was  a  man  of 
peace  and  godliness,  preaching  seven  days  in  a  week  by  his  life  and  con- 
versation." 

In  1817  this  church  vvas  dropped  from  the  Association,  though  hav- 
ing 199  members.  Dissatisfaction  with  Elder  Leland  because  he  would 
not  break  bread  (as  he  did  not  believe  much  in  the  need  of  communion, 
though  strong  on  baptism),  was  the  real  cause  of  a  new  Third  (Jhurch 
springing  up  January  loth,  1824,  under  the  care  of  Elder  Elnathan  Sweet, 
who  had  studied  under  Elder  Bioss  of  Stafford's  Hill.  March  Gth,  1831, 
the  Second  and  Third  Churches  united  and  formed  the  present  Baptist 
Church  in  Cheshire.  Of  the  Third  Church  the  present  Baptist  Church  in 
Lanesboro  is  a  branch. 

In  1849,  February  loch,  a  petition  with  these  six  names:  Barnet 
Mason,  H.  P.  Brown,  J.  G.  iS'orthup,  Justice  B.  Land,  Ira  Kichardson, 
and  William  Clark,  requested  Justice  of  the  Peace  H.  J.  Bliss  to  call  a 
meeting  March  31st  to  form  a  Universalist  Society.  It  seems  a  meeting 
house  had  been  previously  I)uilt  by  friends  of  the  cause,  for  the  meeting 
was  called  to  meet  in  their  meeting  house,  built,  no  doubt,  by  individ- 
uals. Tlie  society  as  then  funned  was  composed  of  seventy  members. 
With  changing  fortunes  it  has  continued,  having  at  this  date  thirty- tive 
members. 

A  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  the  town  by  llev. 
John  Cadwell,  in  February,  1844,  with  twelve  members,  over  whom  was 
installed  as  their  first  pastor.  Rev.  John  Crowl.  Their  meeting  house  with 
a  seating  capacity  for  200  persons  was  built  in  1848-9.  The  socn^ty  has 
now  some  hfty-five  members. 

After  1793  lettei's  for  the  northern  towns  were  directed  aright,  but 
sent  to  Pittsfield,  and  tlience  by  private  post  riders  and  accommodating 
neighbors  to  their  destination;  and  those  uncalled  for  wert^  advertis(\l  in 
the  Fiflsfield  Sun  nUer  ISiH).  with  ninety  days'  gi-u-e.  After  that  they 
visited  the  post  office  dt^[)artmeut  in  Washingf <ui.  A  luUc  iiom  tlie 
first  assistant  postmaster  general   gives    the  following  facis  concMii- 
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ing  tlie  Cheshire  post  office:  Cheshire  post  office  established  January 
22d,  1810  ;  John  Lelajid,  jr.,  lirst  postmaster;  Edinond  Foster,  2d,  July 
1st,  1816:  Noble  K.  Wolcott,  3d.  October  1st,  1818;  Russell  C.  Brown, 
4th,  May  27th.  183.")  ;  Homer  II.  Jenks,  oth,  Mtirch.  30tli,  ISGO  ;  Peter  A. 
Trottier,  Gth,  December  24th,  1801  :  Henrv  C.  Bowen,  7th,  February  ir)th, 
1869. 

In  tlie  cemetery  one  may  read  on  a  monument  ''Captain  Edmond 
Foster,  U.  S.  A  ,  died  1834,  at  the  age  of  50.''  December  12th,  ISOS,  he 
was  appointed  ensign  of  the  regiment  of  riliemen,  and  his  commission  was 
signed  by  Thomas  Jetlerson.  July  3tli,  1812.  he  was  made  lirst  lieuteii- 
'ant  of  the  Ninth  regiment  of  U.S.  Infantry,  and  this  commission  was  signed 
by  James  Madison.  In  March.  1813,  he  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy, 
with  the  name  of  James  Madison  on  his  commission.  He  was  in  the  bat- 
tles in  Brownsville,  Fort  Erie,  and  Lundy's  Lane.  At  the  last  named 
place  liis  right  shoulder  cap  was  shot  oil'.  xVs  lieutenant  and  captain  he 
served  under  Wintield  8cott.  His  son,  Lieutenant  Daniel  Foster,  died 
in  1883,  aged  55.  He  was  in  the  Forty-ninth  regiment  of  Massachusetts 
volunteer  militia  in  the  late  Civil  war  ;  thirty-two  men  in  the  company 
were  from  this  town,  and  were  in  the  battles  of  New  Orleans  and 
Baton  Rouge. 

In  Comixmy  B,  Thirty- fourth  regiment,  was  E.  M.  Hubbard,  who 
died,  aged  34,  in  1864,  at  Andersonville,  Ga,  His  monument  is  in  the 
same  lot. 

In  descrilnng  the  boundary  of  the  town  mention  was  made  of  one 
Stephen  "Whipple.  His  parentage  can  be  traced  back  267  3-ears  to  John 
Whipple,  born  in  England  in  1617.  He  was  married  about  1644,  in  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  to  Sarah  ,  born  in  Dorchester,  of  Pilgrim  ancestors, 

in  1624.  They  moved  to  Providence  town  in  July,  1659,  with  seven  cliil- 
dren.  afterward  increased  to  eleven,  eight  sons.  In  1660  he  received  a 
grant  of  land,  and  in  1674  a  license  to  keep  a  pu.blic  house.  He  was  of 
considei'able  note  in  State  and  town  affairs,  a  co-worker  with  Roger  AYil- 
liams,  and  a  military  chai-acter  enough  to  merit  and  bave  the  title  of 
"Captain  John  W^hipple."  He  was  buried  in  Providence  in  1685.  Ben- 
jamin, his  fifth  child  and  son,  born  about  1652,  was  married  to  Ruth 
Matterson,  of  Providence,  in  1686,  raising  three  boys  and  three  girls.  He 
settled  on  a  farm  of  300  acres,  whereon  to  this  date  some  of  his  tribe  live. 
He  was  buried  on  his  farm  in  1704.  His  first  child,  named  also  Benjaniin, 
was  born  in  1688,  and  in  1722  married  Sarah  Benon,  a  French  lady,  by 
Avhom  he  had  eight  children.  In  1733  he  nuirried  Esther  Miller,  who 
boi'e  him  eight  more.  He  was  a  manufacturer  of  h^:ither  and  >hoes,  as 
well  as  a  faimer.  W'hen  seventy-five,  in  making  shoemakeFs  wax,  he 
dropped  some  on  his  fof)t.  resulting  in  the  loss  of  a  leg.  Nature  kindly 
compensated  him  l)y  giviiig  him  two  new  leetli  aftiu'ward,  by  the  aid  of 
which  he  lived  till  he  was  ninety-nine,  and  then  was  buried  on  his  farm. 
Stephen,  the  ^econfl  s')n  of  the  s>."(X)ud  wite,  was  hcvw  in  .Inly,  1735.  iihoni 
four  miles  west  ot  Providence,  and  was  married  in  1760  (0  Zilpha  Angel, 
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who  bore  liim  twelve  after  their  kind.  When  tbe  eighth  was  a  year  old, 
in  177'7,  they  left  Providence  for  Cheshire,  buying  a  farm  in  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  town,  on  which  the  famous  sand  bed  of  the  Berkshire 
Glass  Works  is  located,  which  works  his  grandson;  Stephen  T.,  now  in 
Pittsfield,  was  largely  instrumental  in  organizing.  His  children  are  here 
briefly  mentioned  : 

FrecJoce  was  married  to  William  Barnes,  moved  to  Rockland,  Yt  , 
had  eleven  children  :  ^1,96^Z  married  Lucy  Wood, moved  to  Hardwick,  N.  Y., 
had  three  children  :  Andrew  married  Polly  Perkins,  moved  to  Pownal, 
Yt.,  had  twelve  children;  Sa?nud  married  Temperance  Post,  stayed  on 
the  farm,  and  had  ten  children ;  Mary  was  married  to  Lyman  Warren, 
went  to  Canada,  and  bad  nine  children  ;  Olicer  married  Polly  Hatch, 
went  to  Shaftsbury,  Yt.,  had  three  children  ;  Zilplia  was  married  to 
Thomas  Hix,  moved  to  Burlington,  N.  Y.,  had  three  children  ;  Sieplien 
married  Louisa  Edgerton,  settled  in  South  Shaftsbury,  Yt.,  had  five 
'children  ;  AiKjd  married  Celinda  Wright,  moved  to  Rosco,  PL,  had  eiglit 
children  ;  Boija ruin,  the  youngest,  married  Amy  Tyrrell,  remained  in 
Cheshire,  and  had  eigtit  children.  Seventy-two  children  could  call 
Stephen  "Grandpa  Whipple.'' 

Of  Samuers  children,  Temy^e  was  married  to  John  Bliss,  and  died  in 
Cheshire,  leaving  two  daughters  ;  Ama/^r7a  was  married  to  Levi  Bradford, 
had  two  girls,  one  now  living,  Mrs.  Heniy  Shaw  (Josh  Billings).  Ellas 
married  Phila,  daughter  of  Deacon  Alpheus  Brown,  of  Windsor.  Of  that 
marriage  the  writer  of  this  is  the  product.  Perry,  youngest  son,  married 
Sarah  Miller,  had  three  children.  Perry  and  wife  inheriting  the  original 
farm,  have  sold  it  and  now^  reside  in  the  village  of  Cheshire. 

Israel  Cole  was  born  in  England  near  Wales,  and  removed  with  his 
parents  to  live  a  short  distance  north  of  Dumbarton  Castle,  in  Scotland. 
When  17  years  of  age  he  was  commissioned  as  a  privateer  by  George 
III.  He  went  to  the  West  Indies  where  he  took  tvvo  prizes  of  rum,  etc., 
but  in  trying  to  get  a  third  prize  he  was  captured  and  thrown  into  prison. 
After  three  years  confinement  he  was  redeemed  by  his  government  and 
put  on  board  a  vessel  to  be  taken  home.  He,  with  fourteen  others,  being- 
good  sailors  and  supposed  to  know  the  way  to  Glasgow,  was  put  in  com- 
mand of  the  vessel,  and  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself  landed  20 
miles  north  of  Boston,  and  going  ashore  did  not  return  but  went  to  Roy- 
alstown  where  he  mariied  a  Miss  Wood.  Three  sons,  Jonathan,  James, 
and  Israel,  were  born  before  1796  when  the  family  removed  to  Cheshire  ; 
Ebenezer,  David,  and  several  daughters  were  born  after  that  date.  Jona- 
than was  the  father  of  L.  J.  Cole  now  in  Cheshire.  Israel,  2d,  located  in 
Pork  Lane.  His  son,  Isiael  3d,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Calel)  Brown, 
of  Cheshire.  He  was  given  his  time  at  the  age  of  19,  after  which  he 
worked  for  six  or  eight  years  for  J?8  per  month.  He  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  farming  all  his  life.  By  industry  and  economy  he  accumulated  a 
large  prop'-iiy.  H<.>  r'v-i'"led  ''ii  one  farm  in  A<lams  for  -IT  yi.^ais,  near  ihe 
Cheshire  line,    lie  owned  another  farm  in  Clie.shiie.    lie  made  cheese 
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for  o3  years.  He  gave  one  clin-'s  curd  for  the  "big  clieese''  for  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  in  ISOl,  and  in  1S29  sent  one  weighing  100  pounds  to  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  from  whom  he  received  the  following  letter: 

"Washington,  May  5,  1829. 

Sir: 

"  I  have  rec'd  to  day  the  large  and  fine  cheese  which  you  and  Mrs.  Cole  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  present  to  me,  and  I  accept  it  with  much  satisfaction  as  a  proof  of 
your  joint  resjiect  for  rny  character.  Its  value  is  much  enhanced  by  the  consider- 
ation that  it  is  an  offering  from  those  whose  industry  and  management  in  this  branch 
of  domestic  economy  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  Country. 

"In  regard  to  the  naval  resources  of  the  United  States  upon  which  you  express 
a  desire  to  have  my  opinion,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  answer  that  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  their  sufliciency  to  place  us  on  a  par,  at  no  distant  day,  with  the  most 
powerful  nation  in  the  v/orld.  This  period  however  and  the  necessity  for  the  naval 
power  to  which  you  allude  must  depend  upon  many  considerations  which  I  could  not 
enumerate  in  this  letter.  Be  pleased  to  present  me  respectfully  to  your  lady  and 
believe  me  your 

obliged  servant, 

"  Andrew  Jackson. 

"Mr.  Israel  Cole,  Adams,  Berkshire  county,  Mass," 

In  politics  he  was  a  decided  democrat  and  he  always  voted  as  he 
thought  for  the  greatest  good  of  the  country.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.    He  died  in  September,  1859,  in  his  8Sth  year. 

His  wife,  known  as  Aunt  Molly,''  was  born  in  Cumberland^,  R.  I., 
in  1777,  and  died  in  1S70.  A  few  days  before  her  death  she  gave  the  fol- 
lowing recital  of  her  earh'  history  : 

"My  Father  and  Mother  with  three  children,  myself  the  youngest,  started  for 
the  far  *  up  country  '  in  a  cart  containing  the  family  provisions  for  the  iourney  and 
all  the  household  goods  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen.  We  traveled  from  5  to  S  miles 
per  day,  much  of  the  way  through  a  wilderness  where  roads  had  to  be  cut  and  bridges 
made.  After  a  long  and  tedious  journey  of  150  miles  and  nearly  a  months  time  we 
reached  our  new  home,  a  log  hut  nearly  two  miles  N.  W.  of  the  present  village,  on  a 
path  known  now  as  Pork  Lane.  Our  cabin  was  very  small  and  v/e  had  to  partition  off 
nearly  one  half  of  it  for  a  fold  for  our  sheep  to  keep  them  from  the  wolves  whose 
nightly  bowlings  echoed  among  the  surrounding  mountains.  After  three  years  my 
father  (Caleb  Brown)  being  a  carpenter  by  trade,  conceived  the  idea  of  a  small 
framed  house.  He  was  cautioned  by  his  neighbor  against  so  wild  a  project.  He 
realized  his  idea  and  became  the  owner  of  a  small  framed  house  still  standing  and 
in  a  tolerable  condition  for  so  old  a  house.  In  it  ten  children  were  born  making 
thirteen  in  all,  of  u-hom  twelve  lived  to  maturity." 

.  Aunt  Mojly  was  the  third  child  of  a  mother  not  then  '20  years  old, 
having  been  nnirried  at  the  early  age  of  14.  Aunt  Molly  was  mnrried  at 
19,  when  but  one  vocation  was  open  for  a  livelihood  to  those  without 
means— farnung—ii  business  for  which  Ix>lIi  heis^'lf  and  husband  wtM-e  iv*- 
markal'iy  well  lifted  as  re.>ults  indi'-ate;  for  probably  !ht  equal  rt.-sults 
were  ever  achieved  in  Berkshire  county,  in  the  single  Inisiness  of  farm- 
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ing',  and  that  iu  the  line  of  cheese  making.  For  52  consecutive  years 
slie'niade  cheese,  mea^^vl^de  I'eEiriirj,-  a  fa.niily  of  eight  children. 

T3orn  in  tlie  early  pa.rr  of  tlie  Revolutionary  war,  in  poveT'ty  and 
Tinder  great  need  of  economy  and  physical  effort,  with  a  naturally  good 
constitution,  great  ambirion,  and  a  strong  determination  for  success  in  life, 
her  constant  activity  and  great  labor  had  hardened  and  tempered  every 
tilx-r  of  lier  being  ;  and  she  wore  out  so  easily  tliat  she  suffered  but  little 
pain,  wliiie  her  mind  was  a  rennirkable  instance  of  calmness  and  strength 
to  the  last. 

Doctors  destu've  a  V>etter  record  than  they  get.  Their  services  to  the 
sick  ai"e  soon  forgotten  on  their  recovery.  John  Johnson,  William  Jenks, 

David  Cushina'.  Isauc  Ilodges,  Seagrave,  T*sathaniel  Gott,  John 

Lion,  McSouth,  ^iason  Brown,  and  Drs.  L.  Cole  and  Tlin.yer,  still 

living,  have  ludju'd  to  prolong  the  lives  of  the  citizens.  Dr.  Cole,  for 
many  years  helping  others,  has  the  happy  skill  of  prolonging  his  own 
life,  being  now  more  tlian  eigljty  years  old.  His  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Ray  nor  and  Mrs.  Petltclerc,  have  just  written  and  published  a  very  full 
and  interesting  history  of  Cheshire. 

Cheshire  from  the  first  has  been  an  agricultural  town  ;  extensive 
daii'ies  liave  been  utilized,  as  the  mammoth  cheese  sent  to  President  Jef- 
ferson, in  1802.  would  testify,  as  would  the  governors  of  the  several 
Slates  to  whom  tlie  president  sent  portions. 

But  various  industries  have  fi'om  time  to  time  been  iatroduced, 
partly  because  of  ehunents  existing  in  tlie  soil  and  partly,  in  later  years, 
from  convenience  of  transportation  by  railroad.  Beds  of  sand,  suitable 
for  glass  making,  were  early  discovered,  and  the  Cheshire  Crown  Glass 
Works  were  built  and  commenced  operations  in  1813.  The  capitalist  of 
the  concern  v,-as  Captain  l)anie]  Brown,  and  tlie  com^Dany  consisted  of 
his  sons,  Daiius  and  Jolin,  John  D.  Leland,  son  of  Parson  Leland,  and  a 
man  named  Hunt.  The  works  were  situated  near  the  present  \vorks  of 
the  Gordon  Company.  Though  they  stood  directly  over  one  of  the  finest 
sand  deposits  in  the  country,  the  proprietors  were  not  aware  of  the  fact, 
and  brought  theii'  sand  from  the  Lane  l)ed,  three  miles  distant. 

These  works  ran  only  between  two  and  three  years,  but  sufficiently  to 
financially  ruin  the  proprietors.  With  the  closing  of  the  Cheshire  Works 
glass  making  in  Berkshire  county  ceased  for  a  generation,  though  the 
sand  from  tlip  Laue  bed  was  taken  to  Sand  Lake,  N.  Y.,  and  to  Keene. 
Is.  11. ,  f'>r  Tuany  }  ears  for  glass  purposes.  This  sand  is  more  than  per 
cent,  pui'p  .>ilex  and  lias  no  superior  for  glass  making.  But  its  inland  situ- 
ation wild  tlie  ditliculties  attending  the  transportation  of  the  glass  to 
markei  pi »'V*..iit-Ml  any  further  manufacture  rill  L^47,  when  the  }>resent 
works  ai  f)»'rkshirM  were  started  by  the  Berkshire  Glass  C.>mpany.  The 
original  incoriiorators  were  Samuel  Smith,  W.  D.  1).  Liuii.  and  William 
T.  Fiih-y.  Tlie  woiks  were  built  in  ISo;',  uiuhn-  the  supiaiiiteudence  of 
Mi  .  a.  K.  F<>x.  v.  h'^^e  wr.rk^  ;)t  S:uid  J/Ak*'  \\  tU'e  destro\  <>d  by  lit  e,  and 
whac   vvas  h'ff  of   flu'  Sand    Lake  works    was  brought    (o  HtM'kshire. 
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Tlie  works  have  since  been  in  constant  operation,  with  tlie  exception  of 
one  year  dnriiig  the  panic  of  1Sj7-8,  and  have  been  mnch  enhirged  und-M- 
the  present  manao-ement,  wliich  began  in  ISoS,  when  the  original  Berk- 
shire Glass  Company  failed.  In  1858  a  division  of  the  works  and  sand  beds 
was  made,  the  w(;rks  and  real  estate  being  bought  by  Page,  Robbins  & 
Harding,  of  Boston,  and  tlie  sand  beds  by  George  W.  Gordon,  of  Boston. 
In  1S&2  Mr.  Rol)bins  sold  his  interest  in  thelnisiness  to  Mr.  Page,  and  till 
1883  the  linn  name  was  Page  Sz  Harding,  and  Page,  Harding  &  Company. 
In  1883  an  act  of  incorporation  vras  obtained,  and  it  has  since  been  known 
as  the  Berkshire  Glass  Company.  The  plant  embraces  one  plate  and  ca- 
thedral and  three  window  glass  furnaces.  During  the  last  ten  years  the 
ribbt^d  plate  and  rolled  cathcdial  glass  Iiave  been  made  largely  here,  and 
only  here  in  the  United  States.  The  cathedral  is  made  in.  a  great  variety 
of  colors  and  tints.  The  quality  of  the  work  done  has  always  been  of 
the  highest  standard,  and  it  is  the  only  glass  made  in  the  country  which 
is  equal  in  quality  to.  and  conunands  the  same  prices  as,  the  best  of  for- 
eign manufacture.  ' 

Cheshire  Glass  Company  was  incorporated  May  2d,  1849,  AYaitsdll 
Hastings,  John  L.  King,  and  Charles  Stearns,  associates  and  successors, 
were  the  corporators,  with  capital  stock  of  825.000  and  not  to  exceed 
850,000.  This  was  mosrl}^  a  manufactory  of  vvdndow  glass.  In  1853  the 
fir^t  plate  glass  manufactory  in  this  country  was  started  in  Cheshire. 
Afterward  the  company  removed  its  works  to  Lenox  and  has  since  be^ui 
known  as     Lenox  Rough  Plate  Glass  Company." 

Iron  ore  was  also  found  among  the  mountains.  This,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  new  outlet  by  the  railroad,  resulted  in  the  Cheshire  Iron 
Works,  incorjtorated  April  17th,  1848.  The  corporators  vrere  James  ]S\ 
Richmond,  George  M.  Well,  Russell  C.  Brown,  and  their  associates  ; 
with  real  estate  not  to  exceed  8200,000. 

The  immense  exportation  of  sand  to  all  parts  of  the  countr}'  created 
a  need  of  barrels,  and  so  there  grew  up,  about  1855,  a  large  sawandsta\  e 
mill  near  the  depot,  for  transforming  the  trees  on  the  mountain  sides 
into  barrels  and  other  needed  wares. 

J.  B.  Dean  and  Alan  son  Dean,  father  of  Warren  B.,  were  its  enter- 
prising originators,  themselves  descendants  of  Zebedee  Dean,  a  black- 
smith, who  came  from  Taunton  to  Cheshire  in  1798.  J.  B.  was  the 
Younarest  of  his  three  sons. 

In  its  earlier  history  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  were  sent  seaward  to 
California.  That  trade  has  ceased,  l)Ut  tlie  mill  now  owned  by  A\'arr''n 
B.  Dean  is  still  a  success,  employing  tifty  men  and  tui'uing  out  its  more 
than  a  million  feet  anniually. 

This  same  J.  B.  Dean  is  president  and  his  son,  George  Z.,  treasurer 
V)f  The  Cheshire  White  Quartz  Sand  Company,  organi/j'd  in  187(>,  air  1 
crushing,  not  wasiiing,  al'out  3,000  tons  for  the  maun fnci are  of  ghiss. 

Three  years  lat»u\  in  1879,  orialTinteil  Tlu'  Ina-kshire  (ilas^  Sand 
Company,  now  u>ingthi'ee  juilverlzing  mills  and  sliipping  ah  uit  |(),ooo  r.-ns 


HISTORY  OF  BERKSillPvP:  COL^NTY. 


of  sand  annually,  with  F.  F.  Peticlerc  president  and  agent  of  tlie  com- 
pany. 

One  cotton  factoiy  in  tlie  north  part  of  the  town  is  in  successful 
operation  ;  and  the  long  unused  tannery,  just  north  of  the  village,  is  at 
this  rime  undergoing  a  kind  of  legitiinate  transformation  into  a  shot;  fac- 
tory. Tliese  factories  and  the  eighty-seven  farms  give  labor  enough  for 
the  inhal)iianis  of  the  400  houses  of  Cheshire. 

After  tlie  election  of  Tliomas  Jefferson  to  the  presidency  Elder  John 
Leland,  who  was  an  acquaintance,  a  friend,  and  a  waj'm  supporter  of  the 
newly  elected  chief  magistrate,  concidved  the  project  of  sen.dini?;  to  liim 
a  unique  testimonial  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  v/as  held  in  Cheshire. 

lie  accordingly  proposed,  from  Ins  pul[)it,  on  the  Sahbath,  tliai  on  a 
certain  day  sncli  as  were  so  disposed  sliould  bring  tlieir  milk,  or  the  curd 
vrljicii  it  would  inake,  to  the  cider  mill  of  Capt.  John  Brown  to  be  made 
into  a  mammoth  cheese,  to  be  sent  as  a  present  to  the  president.  A  suit- 
able hoop  was  prepared  and  placed  on  tin?  cider  press  in  the  nnl],  and 
into  this  the  curd  -v/as  placed  as  it  was  brought  by  the  contributors,  and 
after  the  proper  preparation  it  was  pressed  by  turning  the  screws,  pre- 
cisely as  the  people  expressed  th.eir  cider  from  pumice  into  which  the 
apples  had  been  converted.  So  liberally  had  the  people  responded  to 
the  invitation  of  Elder  Leland  that  the  cheese  was  found,  when  properly 
cured  and  dried,  to  weigh  sixteen  lumdred  pounds.  It  was  the  largest 
cheese  that  had  ever  been  made  and  nearly  every  family  and  cow  in 
Cheshire  had  contributed  toward  it.  It  was  not  practicable  to  take  it  to 
Washington  on  wheels,  but  about  the  middle  of  the  following  winter  it 
was  placed  on  a  sleigh,  and  driven  to  Washington  by  Ekier  Leland,  wdio 
X)resented  his  people's  gift  to  the  president  with  an  appropriate  speech, 
to  which  Mr.  Jefferson  replied.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  the  presi- 
dent said  ''I  will  cause  tliis  auspicious  event  to  be  placed  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  our  nation,  and  it  will  ever  shine  amid  its  glorious  archives.  I 
shall  ever  esteem  it  among  the  most  happy  incidents  of  my  life.  And, 
now,  my  much  respected  reverend  friend,  I  will,  by  rhe  consent,  and  in 
the  presence  of  my  most  honored  council,  have  this  cheese  cut,  and  you 
will  take  back  with  you  a  portion  of  it,  with  my  hearty  thanks,  and 
present  it  to  your  people,  that  they  m:iy  all  have  a  taste." 

The  great  cheese  audits  reception  had  already  become  noised  abroad, 
and  Elder  Leland  made  a  kind  of  triumphal  march  back  to  Cheshire. 
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TOWN  OF  CLAKKSBURG. 
By  George  B.  Griffith. 
Descriptive. — Statistics. — Settlement. — Briggsville.— Religious. — Industrial. 

'nr^HE  natural  beauty  of  Berkshire  in  the  vicinity  of  the  East,  the  old 
X  Bakl,  or  Hoosac  Mountains,  where  two  tliirds  of  Chirksburg  lies, 
needs  only  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Here  may  be  seen  rocks  with 
furrows  chiselled  into  them  by  primitive  icebergs,  for  the  tremendous 
volcanic  upheavals  of  the  chaotic  period  left  this  part  of  New  England 
in  a  desolate  and  shattered  state,  which  must  have  been  wild  indeed,  un- 
til the  great  submergence,  the  deluging  v  atei's  of  a  later  geologic  age 
rounded  off  the  asperities  of  the  surface,  and  left  a  seiies  of  graceful  and 
majestic  mountains  and  pleasingly  undulating  valleys. 

From  any  of  the  great  hills  mentioned  may  be  seen  old  Grey  lock, 
king  of  mountains,  which  always  rises  tlie  center  of  a  grand  picLUie  ; 
about  liim  are  the  groups  of  lesser  peaks  that  make  his  court  ;  tiiere  is 
Mt.  Adams,  a  spur  of  the  Green  Mountain  range,  there  the  beauritul 
curves  of  the  Taconics.  Thriving  villages  climb  the  slopes  in  one  direc- 
tion ;  there  the  hills  are  clad  with  foi'est  :  the  valleys  are  diversilied  with 
held  and  woodland,  bright  streams,  and  wonderful  lakes.  ^Vho  can  won- 
der that  amid  such  scenic  charms  the  poet  and  })ainter  delight  to  wander, 
or  that  Berkshire  county  has  always  been  regarded  by  its  iniia'oitants 
with  pride  and  allecri(_>n. 

"Where  run  bright  rills,  and  stiuid  high  rocks, 
Where  liealtli  and  beauty  comes. 
And  peace  and  ha[>[>iness  abides. 
Rest  Berksliire  flills  and  Homes, 
The  Hoosac  wiiids  its  to  tuous  course. 
The  Hou>a tonic  sweei^s, 
Throngli  fields  of  living  ivtvelincss, 
As  in  its  course  it  keeps." 

East  of  "IVilliamstown.  v  hich  lies  at  the  font  of  the  Taconic  liili^ 
and  just  behind  the  spur  of  Mt.  Adams,  is  found  the  delightful  village 


628 


HISTOEY  OF  BERKSHIRE  COFN'TY. 


of  Clarksburg  ;  shut  in  on  the  west  by  a  lordly  mountain  wall,  2,270  feet 
high,  and  boun.ded  north  by  Stamford,  Vermont,  east  by  Florida,  and 
south  by  the  growing,  bustling  village  of  ^sorlh  Adams. 

The  straight  line  of  the  Pittsfield  &  North  Adams  Railroad  outs  the 
southern  valley  just  below  Clarksburg  in  twain  ;  the  Troy  &'  Boston  Rail- 
road bisects  the  western  valley,  while  the  two  branches  of  the  EToosac— 
tlie  north  brjinch  of  vrhich  flows  the  whole  length  of  Clarkburg — UTiite 
at  North  Adams  and  flow  on  westward  through  the  other  valley  that  di- 
vides Greylock  from  Mt.  Adams.  It  has  vvell  been  said  that  these  three 
deep  valleys,  witli  tlie  village  at  their  point  of  junction  and  the  magnifi- 
cent mountain  walls  that  shut  them  in,  give  the  beholder  a  picture  the 
beauty  of  which  cannot  be  eclipsed  by  any  scene  that  Xevv^  England  can 
furnish.  One  writer,  while  visiting  this  locality,  reverentially  said, 
"It  is  good  to  be  here  :  let  us  make  tabernacles  and  al)ide  ;  for  surely 
there  shall  never  rest  upon  our  souls  a  purer  benediction.'' 

The  town  of  Ciarksluirg  has  the  form  of  a  parallelogi-am,  seven  miles 
long  and  two  and  a  half  miles  wide,  in  the  extreme  northern  j)art  of  the 
county,  about  120  miles  northwest  of  Boston,  and  25  miles  north  from 
Pittsfield.  It  contains  eighteen  square  miles  of  territory,  ninety  good 
farms,  someone  hundred  and  thirty  dwelling  houses,  and  more  in  process 
of  erection,  two  good  stores  (at  Briggsville),  several  manufactories,  a  town 
library,  720  people,  with  a  valuation  of  8247,300.  The  land,  though  quite 
rugged,  is  productive.  The  great  mountain  in  the  vrcstern  part  of  the 
town,  already  referred  to,  was  an  important  station  in  the  trigonometri- 
cal coast  survey.    Its  latitude  is  42^  44'  north,  and  longitude  73"  9'  west. 

The  number  of  persons  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen 
years  is  147  ;  number  of  different  scholars  of  all  ages  in  the  public  scfiools 
during  the  past  year,  155;  number  attending  over  fifteen  years  of  age. 
three;  average  attendance  in  the  schools  during  the  3'ear,  eighty  ;  num- 
ber of  schools,  three — aver}"  creditable  and  large  school  house  haviiiu' 
been  recently  erected  in  Briggsville  ;  amount  of  State  school  fund, 
S215.16;  amount  appropriated  by  the  town  fo)-  schools  in  1884,  s70().()0. 
Clarksburg  has  nearly  ninety  ratable  polls,  and  the  taxes  for  1SS3.  as  per 
tax  list,  amounted  to  84,342.97;  the  population  having  increased  317 
since  1840.  Clarksburg  has  a  debt  of  88,302.25.  This  town  was  incor- 
porated March  2d,  1798,  and,  very  unfortunately,  the  town  records  for 
the  first  twenty  years  have  either  been  lost  or  so  carefully  stored  away 
that  no  one  can  find  them.  According  to  Dr.  Field's  early  annals  of 
Berkshire  county  the  settlement  of  Clai  ksburg  was  commenct'd  in  1700, 
by  Captain  ^Fatthew  Ketchum,  Nicholas  Clai-k,  and  othei-s.  It  i<  said 
that  when  Colonel  William  Bullock  measured  out  the  grant  which  In-u^ 
his  name  he  was  comp^llpd,  in  order  to  complete  his  comph^nuMit  2:>. - 
040  acres,  to  extend  it  around  Bernardston's grant.  He  intendtnl  to  n^nli 
to  the  line  of  Vernnmr,  })ut  not  knowing  precisely  whore  it  was,  and  care- 
ful not  to  lose  any  pai  r,  of  his  grant  l;y  g^un-.:  into  iliai  Si;;;.'.  If  sropp-d 
a  mile  short  of  the  line,  and  prt)ceeded  wtv^tward  four  oi-  live  miles  al<»ng 
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the  nortli  line  of  r^ei-nardston's  grant  and  Adams.  The  part  of  Bullock's 
grant  which  lies  north  of  this  grant  and  town  and  west  of  Monroe,  to- 
gether with  the  gore  whicli  sej^arates  it  from  Williamstown  and  Yerraont, 
originally  constituted  Clarksburg.  A  part  of  it  was  annexed  to  Florida, 
May  2d,  184S. 

This  town  was  named  from  one  of  its  leading  families.  The  Ketch- 
urns,  of  whom  there  Avere  several  that  came  from  Long  Island,  Nicholas 
Clark,  and  Ids  brothers  Aaron,  Stephen,  and  Silas,  came  in  at  nearly  the 
same  period,  hailing  from  Cumberland,  R.  I.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Hudson  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  lirst  white  person  who  felled  a  tree 
in  the  town  ;  and  hence  the  name  of  Hudson's  Brook,  which  passes  under 
the  natural  luidge  soon  after  its  enrrance  into  tlie  town  of  Adams.  The 
petitioners  desired  to  have  tlie  town  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Hudson, 
from  the  man  just  referred  to,  but  v.dio  was  not  known  to  have  continued 
there  more  than  one  or  two  months.  Why  the  name  inserted  in  the  pe- 
tition was  altered,  tlie  petitioners  never  knew. 

The  act  of  incorporation  thus  describes  the  tovrn's  boundaries  : 

"  Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Wiilianistown,  and  thence  running  east  on 
the  line  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the  State  of  Vermont,  seven  miles;  thence 
south  to  the  line  of  Bernardston  grant,  about  two  and  a  hah'  rniles;  thence  west  on 
said  line  to  the  east  line  of  Adams  [this  distance  it  is  believed  is  about  two  miles]; 
thence  north  on  said  line  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Adams  [about  one  quarter  of  a 
mile];  tlience  on  the  north  line  of  Adams  to  the  east  line  of  Williamstown,  tlience 
north  on  said  line  to  the  first  mentioned  boundary." 

The  town  contained  10,400  acres  originally.  As  early  as  1S29  there 
wei-e  four  mills,  which  were  kept  in  operation  nearly  all  the  time.  North- 
am' s  Brook  courses  down  from  tlie  southern  side  of  East  Mountain  into 
the  Hoosac  Biver.  passing  tlirough  the  region  known  as  HuntersMeld, 
and  its  northern  branch,  together  with  Hunter  s  Brook,  Muddy  Brook, 
and  Beaver  Creek,  furnishes  motive  power  of  value  to  the  town.  At 
Briggsville,  where  is  a  post  oflice  (the  lirst  in  town,  established  two  years 
and  a  half  since,  with  A.  A.  Lee  as  first  postmaster),  is  located  the  new 
brick  woolen  mill  built  in  1S6G,  with  C.  W.  and  H.  B.  Briggs  as  proprie- 
tors. The  X)resent  name  of  the  concern  is  "The  Linwood  Woolen  Com- 
pany," with  L.  W.  Barker,  ju'esident ;  H.  P.  Briggs,  treasurer;  E.  H. 
Farnswoi'th,  bookkeeper.  Here  is  located  the  Clarksburg  reservoir, 
which  furnishes  Hoosac  water  to  several  mills  below.  The  woolen  mill 
referred  to  was  established  in  1SG2,  and  here  are  manufactured  rhe  well 
known  cassimeres  which  are  still  in  sucli  good  demand.  The  mill  has 
eight  sets  of  cards  and  employs  140  hands.  Tast}-  and  commodious 
houses  have  been  erected  })y  the  company  for  their  operatives  ;  orlu'ruew 
buildings  and  business  improvements  ai'e  contemplated,  and  an  air  of 
thrift  and  comfort  is  noticeable.  Here  also  is  located  the  weW  lilleil  store 
of  C.  J.Whitney,  the  present  postmaster  and  town  clerk,  and  a  shore  dis- 
tance al)ove,  on  the  Hoos:ic,  i.-3  the  store  ot  F.  W.  ^Vel^l»y,  with  a  grist  ;ind 
saw  mill  attached,  on  the  site  of  tlie  tirsr  mill  and  st(»re  in  town,  lleie 
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for  many  years  was  the  old  red  wadding  and  wooden  bowl  null,  now  owned 
and  conducted  as  a  manufactory  of  calico  boxes  and  dressed  lumber,  by 
Clarence  \Y.  Gallup.  Tliere  are  also  one  or  two  other  mills  doin^-  a,  snug 
little  business  in  this  neighborhood.  Elezar  Ketchum,  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  first  settlers,  now  living  in  Virginia,  once  owned  a  large  prop- 
erty on  the  river  road,  and  Waterman  Brown,  a  famous  school  tcMclier, 
who  died  in  Adams  about  ten  years  since,  and  who  held  nearly  every  town 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  were  frequently  seen  in  this  vicinity. 
Near  by,  on  tlie  middle  road,  stood,  and  still  stands,  the  building  wjiirii 
a  hundred  years  ago  was  known  as  the  old  red  tavern.  There  it  is,  on  tlie 
same  county  road,  but  wliat  a  different  aspect  it  has  assumed  since  it  was 
purchased  hj  the  Eev.  Mr.  Jackson  !  The  free  use  of  shining  paints  and 
the  construction  of  fancy  trimmings  and  porticoes  ou  the  outside,  and  the 
elegant  fitting  up  inside,  has  wholly  transformed  the  venerable  structui'e, 
while  the  grounds,  under  the  careful  management  of  a  trained  gardener, 
are  covered  with  beautiful  flowering  plants. 

Half  a  dozen  improved  telephones  now  place  Briggsville  in  immedi- 
ate connection  with  North  Adams,  and  towns  in  Vermont  and  New  York. 
Jeff  Davis  {not  the  one  of  Southern  fame)  handles  the  ribbons  on  the 
stage  route  between  Clarksburg  and  North  Adams,  running  daily  as  far 
as  Eeadsboro',  Vt.,  also  beyond  tliese  ])oints.  While  there  is  neither 
church,  lawyer,  nor  doctor  in  the  wliole  length  and  breadth  of  Clarks- 
burg, the  town  does  not  languish.  People  in  the  northern  part  go  to 
meeting  in  Stamford,  Vt.,  a  short  drive,  and  those  in  the  southern  section 
attend  divine  service  in  North  Adams.  There  were  formerly  two  Sab- 
bath schools  in  Chxrksburg  ;  one  has  been  discontinued,  or  rather  m;.M-ged 
in  the  Union  Sabbath  school,  sustained  by  tlie  Baptist  church  at  Norrh 
Adams,  v.-itli  George  N.  Darby  as  superintendent.  For  the  past  two 
years  there  have  been  several  conversions  in  the  Methodist-  class  at  the 
Four  Corners,  a  collection  of  houses  about  two  miles  above  Briggsviiie. 
Some  twelve  new  members  have,  during  that  period,  united  with  the 
churcliof  that  denomination  at  Stamford,  Vt.,  whose  pastor,  ^Nfiss  Bessie 
Delavan,  settled  there  two  years  since,  holds  stated  and  gracious  nwot- 
ings  among  the  families  in  that  part  of  Clarksburg,  the  attendance  often 
numbering  as  many  as  forty  souls. 

About  fourteen  years  after  the  first  settlement,  according  to  Field's 
early  history,  the  inhabitants  of  the  uiuncorporated  land  iu  what  is  now 
Clarksburg,  and  Stamford,  Vt.,  united  in  l)uilding  a  house  of  worship, 
nearly  on  the  line  of  the  States.  The  walls  were  built  of  spruce  logs, 
peeled,  and  the  bark  constituted  the  roof.  It  was  used  in  the  summer 
for  two  or  three  years.  About  the  same  time  there  was  a  revival  and 
twenty-six  belonging  to  Clarksburg  joined  the  Baptist  church  at  Cheshire 
Four  Corners.  A  preacher  was  sent  among  them  by  the  church  to  whicli 
they  beloiiged  ;  but  his  questionable  conduct  prevented  his  usefnbiess, 
and  he  was  soon  dismissed.  It  is  further  said  that  in  ITOD  a  ^.^rond  revi- 
val occurred  nn<ler  the  })reaching  of  one  Dyer  Stark,  :i  Ba[Uist.  wli(>  set- 
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tied  ill  Vermont,  near  the  line,  and  a  churcli  was  t'oraiel,  of  persons  l)e- 
longing  in  Stamford  and  Clarkshnrg,  called  the  First  T3aptisr  Churcli  of 
Stamford  and  Clarksburg,  which  numbered  about  sixty  members.  Those 
who  united  with  the  church  in  Cheshire  in  the  hrst  revival  Jiad  by  this  time 
died  or  removed  from  the  place.  Near  the  same  period  a  Methodist  class 
was  formed  in  Clarksburg  and  Stamford  (the  germ  of  the  present  organi- 
zation) end.)racing  thirty-seven  members.  In  1809  a  Baptist  preacher  hy 
the  name  of  Paul  Hines  settled  in  Stamford,  held  occasional  meetings  in 
Clai'ksbui'g,  nnd  some  religious  excitement  prevailed.  Of  the  two  denom- 
inations mentioned,  the  total  members  in  Clarksburg  numbered,  in  18:29, 
about  thirty,  while  at  the  same  period  there  was  oidy  one  Congregatiunal 
professor  of  religion  in  the  town.  There  has  never  been  stated  religious 
prenching  in  Clarksburg  for  any  length  (.)f  time.  Tlie  people  in  olden 
times  occasionally  gathered  on  the  Sabbath,  for  prayer  and  conference,  in 
their  central  school  house,  and  once  in  a  while  assembled  ro  listen  to  an 
evening  lecture  from'  a  neighboring  minister.  But  this  does  not  pj'ove 
that  there  is  any  lack  of  religious  interest ;  the  contrary  is  shown  by  the 
awakening  at  the  present  day,  while  the  facilities  of  attendance  in  adjoin- 
ing towns  has  been  the  main  reason  why  no  churcli  buildings  have  been 
erected  within  the  limits  of  Clarksburg.  No  better  or  more  faitliiul 
communicants  are  found  on  tlie  chuixh  books  of  Adams  and.  Stamford 
than  those  whose  names  are  there  written  as  belonging  to  the  little  moun- 
tain town  of  Clarksburg. 

As  of  yore,  the  principal  families  have  burying  places  on  their  own 
grounds,  in  some  of  which  their  neighbors  are  still  ]_>'^t''^i^tted  to  inter 
their  loved  ones.  All  these  burial  places  are  kept  green  and  trim,  with 
good  fences  neatly  painted.  The  central  and  most  often  visited  cemetery 
has  belonged  to  the  Clarks,  and  v(>ry  recently  the  last  of  that  hon.)rel 
family  was  thither  borne,  with     cold  liands  folded  o'er  his  breast." 

In  addition  to  the  industries  mentioned  as  conducted  on  the  princi- 
pal stream  is  the  planing  mill  of  George  Hall.  The  manufacture  of  bricks 
was  once  a  lucrative  business,  and  a  wool  carding-  mill  used  to  llourish 
here.  During  and  prior  to  the  late  war  there  were  powder  mills  in  the 
place,  and  through  the  Rebellion  and  up  to  1869  three  establishments  of 
this  kind  were  pressed  with  orders  Powder  to  the  value  of  830,0)0 
has  been  manufactured  in  a  year,  and  lumber  to  the  value  of  $4,300  pre- 
pared for  market. 

An  explosion  occurred  in  E.  R.  Tinker's  powder  mill  in  May.  1800, 
killing  Mr.  Milo  Day,  a  highly  esteemed  citizen,  who  had  rec»Mitly 
married. 

Though  the  soil  of  Clarksburg  might  be  termed  hard  and  stony  there 
are  many  thrifty  farmers  in  town,  and  agriculture  is  necessarily  theclnef 
business  of  the  people.  Lumbering  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent,^ 
stock  raising  also,  and  there  nrt.>  n(U  a  few  tine  Inn-ses  and  (dioice  tl)ck^  of 
sheep.  Luml)er  consists  mainly  of  (^ak.  (Oiestnut,  spruce,  and  liemh)(dv, 
and  that  upon  East  :^[ountain,  which  is  still  well  covered,  is  regarded  as 
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most  valuable.  Between  the  mountains  the  soil  is  excellent  for  grazing, 
and  butte]'  to  the  value  of  8l,S00  has  been  sold  in  a  year.  Though  the 
climate  in  winter  is  often  very  cold,  the  snows  deep  in  the  mountain  dis- 
tricts, and  the  facilities  of  communication  limited,  the  air  is  salubrious 
and  tlie  inhabitants  are  healthy. 

There  was  once  an  excellent  Farmer's  Grange  in  town,  but  in  time  it 
.was  discontinu.ed,  and  the  members  have  joined  similar  organizations  in 
the  larger  places  near  by. 

A  representative  of  the  Clark  family  has  been  town  treasurer  inid 
collector  since  the  town  was  incorporated  till  the  last  of  that  name  was 
removed  by  death.    Nicholas  Clark  was  the  first  collector. 

The  death  rate  of  Clarksburg  does  not  average  more  than  twelve 
annually.  In  1883  there  were  thirteen  deaths,  eleven  births,  and  tea 
marriages. 
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PEEVIOrS  to  the  year  1730,  the  territory  which  may  be  proximately 
described  as  covering  the  present  southern  tier  of  tow  ns  in  Xew 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  was  cLaimed  by  Massachusetts,  wirh  a  vei-y 
strong  show  of  right  ;  but  in  that  year  the  British  Privy  Council,  to  vrhom 
tlie  controversy  had  been  appealed,  rendered  a  decision,  consjvlcuous 
among  its  many  inicpiitous  acts  regai'ding  Massachusetts,  awarding  to 
New  Hampshire  the  disputed  territory,  and  with  it  several  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  more  than  she  had  ever  claimed.  In  violation  of  all  right  and 
in  contradiction  of  the  connciTs  own  ])]'ecedents  as  this  decision  was, 
Massachusetts  had  no  remedy.  She  could  do  nothing  but  submit  to  the 
wrong  and  noake  the  best  of  it. 

Not  doubting  her  right  to  do  so,  she  had  nuide  giants  within  the 
ravished  territory  to  various  parties,  either  for  money  received  or  in 
recompense  for  valuable  public  service,  and  the  grantees,  as  required  by 
the  terms  of  the  patent,  had,  in  some  cases  at  least,  i)lanted  settlers  u[)on 
them  ;  generally  by  selling  settling  lots.  The  decision  of  the  Itoval 
Council  rendei-ed  the  grants  absolutely  void,  ^len,  however,  in  those 
days  were  of  more  value  to  the  embi-yo  States  than  land,  and  the  nnu'e  so 
if  they  were  wibing  to  make  their  honu's  u])on  a  frontier  often  harrassed. 
and  constantly  threatened,  by  the  French  and  Indian  foe;  in  which  every 
house  was  a     Castle  Dangerous." 

Xew  Ilampshii-e  was  tlierefor«>  gl:ul  enough  tocor.llrni  the  owuersliip 
of  actual  setileis  in  the  lands  occuju'ed  by  t lieui.  The>(\  however,  formed 
but  an  insignihcanr  portion  oi"  th'^  wlioi*^  ;  a  b'W  h;iir  eh'arrtl  fai-Uis  in  a 
vast  expanse  of  forest.    These  forest  tracts  were  lu-ld  b\  large  proprieior> 
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for  purposes  more  <>r  less  specularive,  uiKler  cilles  with  :\n  iiiiplle  I,  if  !i')t 
an  express,  guarantee  from  Massaeliusetts  for  tlieir  validity.  She  did  not 
liesitato  to  take  tiie  Iionest  course,  and  gave  the  grantees  full  satisfaeriiMi. 
Among  tliese  vv'ere  Oliver  Pai  tiidge  and  others,  of  Hatfield,  in  Hampshire 
county,  who  liad  obtained  the  grant  of  a  township  in  the  soutlnvesi,  cor- 
ner of  what  is  now  the  State  o[  Xew  Hanipsliire,  wliich  took  the  nanuj  of 
the  Lower  Ashu«?lot  from  tliar  oi  tlie  river  whicli  there  joins  theC-uiii-c- 
ticut,  there  beiiig-  also  an  Upper  Ashuelot  township  on  the  same  rlvei". 
These  gentlemen  had  a  very  potent  influence  witli  the  ])rovincial  govern- 
ment, both  at  rlie  Piuvince  House  and  in  the  General  Court,  and  probably 
made  their  own  choice  of  an  equivalent  f'.r  tlieir  loss  among  the  tiiiap- 
propriated  hinds  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,''  whose  limits,  it  m.Jist  be 
remembered,  then  extended  to  the  as  yet  nndetermined  western  ])0undary 
of  the  province,  winch  their  recent  experience  taught  them  to  Iceep  as 
far  away  from  as  possible. 

''Jdiey  chose  wisely.  About  midway  between  the  northern  and 
soutliern  borders  of  Berkshire  county,  and  of  the  State  as  well,  theb  wo- 
tifnl  upland  valley  of  the  Housatonic  expands  on  the  east  into  the  valley 
of  Dalton.  The  spectatoi,  at  this  day,  gazing  down  into  it  from  any 
elevated  point  in  Pittslield,  wliicli  lies  on  the  West,  admires  its  l'r-)ad 
beauty  and  apparent  repose.  If  he  enters  it  he  will  find  the  beauty  no 
illusion:  but  he  will  discover  tliat  the  repose  is  only  that  of  nature,  and 
not  always  tiiat,  for  the  river  which  winds  throngli  it  is  often  swift  and 
even  restless,  keeping  all  alive  the  thriving  and  busy  people  of  the  wealthy 
and  handsome  town  of  Dalton  ;  driving  them  almost  as  ii'resistibly  as  ir 
does  the  vvdieels  and  other  machinery  of  their  far  famed  niills. 

When,  about  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  the  Hatfield  company  selecte  l 
here  their  equivalent  for  their  lost  lands  on  the  Ashuelot  River,  in  Xew 
Hampshire,  it  of  course  lay  in  forest  ;  and  its  sparkling  streams  impelled 
its  extremely  scant  aboriginal  population  to  no  labor  more  arduous  than 
the  catching  of  a  few  trout.  Whether  the  selection  was  made  with  any 
view  to  the  water  power,  which  has  since  given  it  wealth,  is  perliaps 
doubtful,  as,  except  for  grist  mills  and  saw  mills,  it  was  at  tliat  time  held 
of  small  account.  But  Colonel  Partridge  and  his  associates,  however 
short  sighted  in  politics,  had  a  far  look  in  btisiness  ;  and  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  their  original  choice  on  the  Ashuelot  is  rich  in  water  power, 
and  that  in  laying  out  the  township,  wdiichtook  the  name  of  the  Ashuelot 
Equivalent,  they  gave  it  the  tmusnal  proportions  of  4.10  nules  in  length 
by  three  in  breadth,  including  what  has  since  been  incorporated  in  the 
town  of  Hinsdale  ;  and  that  within  it  is  some  of  the  best  water  in  H^'rk- 
shire. 

The  dimensions  of  the  gi'ant  made  in  1743,  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
loss  of  the  Lower  Ashuelot  township,  are  given  in  the  i^uent  as  [Jul  rods 
long  by  760  wide,  with  the  exception  of  300  acres  in  the  noiTheast  corner 
which  had  previously  been  granted  to  Andrew  :^tone.  containing  0,4-J:> 
acres. 


TOWN  OF  DAI/roX. 


635 


In  an  index  to  an  early  voliinje  in  the  reuistry  of  deeds  for  old  TTa nip- 
sliire  connty  there  is  mt- ntion  of  a  deed  of  land  to  Edmund  Dwight,  of 
Hatfiekh  InU  there  is  no  date  :  the  name  of  the  grantor  is  not  given,  and 
the  deed  is  lost  from  the  records.  Mr,  Dwiglit  was,  however,  certainly 
owner  of  a  large  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  township  very  soon  after 
it  was  granted,  as  in  1744  he  sohi  to  Vv'aitstiH  Hastings  three  undivided 
eighth  parrs  of  it.  and  two  eighths  to  Oliver  Partridge  and  Israel  Wil- 
liams.  In  174S  Hastings  sold  an  eightli  part  to  Moses  Graves,  who.  Jan-, 
uary  1st,  1750.  conveyed  it  to  Colonel  Israel  \Yilliams.  By  order  of  the 
General  Court,  and  l)y  the  action  of  the  Superior  Court,  the  grant  had.  in 
1749,  been  divided  into  lots,  and  allotted  out  in  five  divisions  among  tlie 
proprietors.  The  eighth  part  sold  to  Colonel  Williams  comprised  Lots  1, 
10,  28,  39,  46,  62,  71.  74.  88. 

Dr.  Field  states  that  the  settlement  commenced  alhout  1755.  It  is 
possible  that  some  slight  prei)arations  for  settlement,  by  girdling  and  fell- 
ing trees,  may  have  been  made  in  the  summer  of  1754,  although  vre  have 
no  evidence  of  it ;  but  on  the  29th  day  of  August  in  that  year  the  i)m\\G 
created  by  the  Indian  massacres  put  an  end  to  all  attempts  at  settlement 
in  Berkshire  north  of  Stockbridge  until  about  the  year  1759.  Even  in 
Pittsfield,  where  the  settlement  had  made  some  progress,  and.  where  there 
were  four  forts,  the  land  Avas  not  cultivated  except  so  near  them  that 
the  farmers  could  hnd  a  speedy  refuge.  The  permanent  settlement  of 
Dalton  cannot  therefore  date  many  months  before  the  spring  of  17C0, 
if  it  was  as  early. 

The  Chamberlins.  Merrimans,  Lawrences,  Boardmans,  Greens.  Gal- 
Inps,  Atvroods,  and  Parks  were  among  the  first  settlers  ;  but  it  is  difiicult 
to' say  with  certainty  at  what  precise  date  each  came  in.  The  hrst  settle- 
ment was,  however,  made  at  the  south  part  of  the  town,  near  the  Pitts- 
field  line,  where  Dr.  Perez  ^larsh,  Xathaniel  Kellogg,  and  Joseph  Cljam- 
berlin  made  their  homes,  all  of  them  being  long  known  afterwai'd  as  lead- 
ing citizens.  AVilliam  Cady.  Josiah  Lawj-ence,  and  Abijah  Parks  settled 
at  the  eastern  part  some  eight  or  ten  years  later,  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  other  heads  of  the  families  above  named  did  not  come  in 
during  the  period  between  the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars  and 
the  year  1770. 

Dr.  Marsli  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Col.  Israel  ^Villiams,  and  by 
this  alliance  became  connected  with  the  Partridges,  Stoddards,  Dickin- 
sons, and  other  principal  families  of  the  provincial  days  of  Western 
Massachusetts;  if  he  was  not  so  before,  as  is  not  unlikely,  for  the  pro- 
vincial aristocracy  were  much  given  to  intei'marriages.  Dr.  ^[arsh  was 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Berkshire,  nominallv, 
from  1765  to  1781,  although,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  county 
history,  the  people  did  not  x^ermit  the  court  to  sit  after  September.  1774. 
nor  the  judges  to  exercise  any  of  their  functions.  Dr.  >rarsh  hail  a  per- 
haps more  enviable  distinction  in  his  six  beautiful  and  accv>mpli>h'Ml 
daughters,  who  made  his  liouse  a  social  center,  and  whose  marriages  were 
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singularly  fortunate.  Sarali  married  Israel  Park  ;  Martha,  Thomas  GoM; 
Eunice,  and  after  her  death,  ElizaV)eth,  Darius  Learned  ;  Lucretia,  AVil- 
liam  Miller  ;  and  Sophia,  Fordick  Merrick  ;  all  of  Pittsrield.  Martha  was 
the  mother  of  the  wife  of  the  poet  Longfellow.  Jonathan  Allen,  who  thus 
married  two  granddaughters  of  the  most  noted  and  decried  tories  in  W^esr- 
ern  Massachusetts,  was  the  son  of  rhe  fighting  pnrson  of  Bennington  field, 
the  most  radical  of  the  whig  leaders. 

Dr.  Marsli  is  not  included  in  the  list  of  early  physicians  in  the  town, 
and  seems  not  to  have  practiced,  at  least  in  his  later  years,  when  he  kept 
the  leading  tavern,  in  whirli  he  was  succeeded  by  his  widow,  after  his 
death  in  1785. 

From  tlie  earliest  settlement  of  the  town,  the  Charaberlin  family,  as 
is  apparent  from  their  frequent  mention  in  the  general  stor}^  of  the  town, 
has  had  an  active  and  prominent  |.)art  in  all  its  affairs  of  every  class. 
Eliphalet  Chnmberlin  was  one  of  the  selectmen  chosen  at  the  first,  town 
meeting,  and  Ansel  E.  Chamberlin  was  chairman  of  the  board  precisely 
100  years  later.  In  the  meantime  the  family  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been 
without  an  oflicial  representation  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  The  family 
sprang  from  three  brothers,  who  came  from  Wales  and  settled  at  Colches- 
ter, Conn.  The  tirst  Chamberlins  who  came  to  Dalton,  hov/ever,  were  of 
a  branch  which  had  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York.  The  later  came 
from  Connecticut. 

The  records  of  the  Plantation  of  Asliuelot  Equivalent  have  not  been 
preserved,  and  the  history  of  the  township  previous  to  its  incorporation 
as  a  town  in  1784  is  therefore  somewhat  obscure.  Its  growth  previous  to 
tlie  Revolution  must  have  been  slow,  bu.t  was  of  sterling  material  in  its 
men  and  women.  The  settlers  had  come  in  largely  under  the  auspices  of 
the  great  tory  families  of  tlie  Connecticut  valley,  and  a  majority  of  the 
most  prominent  were  under  this  influence,  whatever  the  majority  in  the 
mass  of  the  people  may  have  felt.  Some  pretty  clear  glimpses  into  this 
darkness  are  found,  how^ever,  for  it  is  certain  that  Lieutenant  Daniel 
Kellogg  led  gallantly  a  detachment  of  brave  men  from  "  The  Equivalent'' 
in  some  of  the  battles  which  occurred  when  Burgoyne  threatened  to  come 
down  upon  the  region  ''like  a  wolf  on  the  fold.''  AVlien,  owing  tr-  the 
belligerent  character  of  the  sheep,  the  British  general  and  his  troops 
went  to  Boston  in  a  far  different  guise,  one  division  passed  through  Dal- 
ton, and  an  absurd  notion  soon  possessed  a  great  many  people  all  over 
the  country  tliat  they  had  buried  much  British  gold  on  their  march. 
Years  afterward  men,  sometimes  coming  from  a  distance,  continued  to 
dig  for  this  shadowy  treasure;  so  powerful,  from  the  days  of  tlie 
alchemist  down,  has  even  tlie  most  illusive  hint  of  gold  been  to  make  of 
men  idiots  as  vrell  as  madmen. 

As  to  the  general  relaiious  of  the  plantation  to  the  Revolutionary 
government  it  is  not  diflicult  to  form  an  idea  upon  historical  evidence. 
The  settlers  generally  had  conn*  und^'r  tln^  auspices  of  the  pnqu'ietors  of 
the  original  grant,  who  were  mostly  loyalists.    These  [)roprietors  ()wned 
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a  large  portion  of  its  unimproved  lands.  Their  influenee,  so  far  as  the3- 
dai-ed  to  exercise  it,  would  doubtless  have  been  against  the  Kevohuion  ; 
but  it  would  ])ave  been  extremely  perilous  for  tlieiu  to  do  so,  except  in 
the  most  covert  manner.  The  danger  would  have  been  indeed  even  greater 
for  them  than  for  most  others  of  their  class,  as  we  shall  see  ;  for  they  were 
under  more  rigid  surveillance.  As  to  the  mass  of  the  people  they  were 
as  faithful  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country  as  those  of  any 
other  town.  At  the  first  meeting  oL*  the  town,  after  its  incorporation, 
Captain  Abijah  Parks  was  appointed  to  exatnine  the  charge  that  tlie  ],)lace 
was  deficient  one  nuin  upoii  the  class  tax  in  1TS2,  and,  if  it  should  prove 
uot  true,  to  endeavor  to  get  the  sum  of  £71,  Is.,  and  8d.  charged  for  timt 
deficiency  taken  off.  This  Avas  a  case  where  a  draft  was  made  for  recruits 
for  the  Continental  army.  Towns  were  generally  divided  into  classes  for 
this  purpose,  and  each  class  was  required  either  to  furnish  its  quota  or  a 
certain  sum  of  money.  Ashuelot  Equivalent  seems  to  have  formed  a  class 
by  itself.  At  the  sajne  nieeting  the  town  voted  tluit  it  wouhl  defend  in 
law  him  or  them  wlio  may  refuse  the  person  or  property  of  any  iiulividual 
that  may  be  taken  upon  an  execution  from  the  treasurer  of  this  common- 
wealth for  the  sura  charged  upon  this  place  as  its  proportion  of  the  benf 
tax."  This  refers  to  the  tax  assessed  upon  the  several  towns  in  one  of  tlie 
last  years  of  the  war,  and  required  to  be  paid  in  beef  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  continental  money  having  become  uearly  v/ortldess.  It  was  consid- 
ered very  ])urdensome,  and  some  of  the  towns  most  noted  for  patriotism 
were  slow  in  responcling,  especially  if  they  believed  the  assessment  im- 
posed upon  them  unequal.  There  were  many  calls  upon  the  towns  for 
men  and  for  taxes  during  that  long  and  doubtful  struggle  for  independ- 
ence, aud,  as  Ashuelot  Equivalent  appears,  even  upon  the  strongest  state- 
ment of  the  case,  to  have  failed  to  meet  only  two,  it  is  a  fair  inference 
that  they  met  all  the  rest  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  governinen.t. 

But  whatever  Ashuelot  Equivalent  did  in  aid  of  thn  Revolution,  the 
Revolution  did  much  to  make  it  grow  rapidly  into  the  town  of  Dal  ton. 
The  prosperity  of  the  Williams  family  helped  to  found  the  town  ; 
their  misfortunes  contributed  more  to  build  it  up  and  give  it  character. 

The  story  is  peculiar,  and  of  more  than  local  interest.  Israel  Wil- 
liams, of  Hatlield,  was  born  in  1709,  and  graduated  from  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1727;  five  years  after  the  first  petition  for  a  gi'ant  of  townships 
for  settlement  in  what  is  now  the  county  of  Berkshire,  aud  three  after  the 
settlement  was  actually  commenced  ;  but  four  years  before  any  consider- 
able progress  had  been  made.  Fron\  that  time  on  till  the  Revohuionary 
troubles  began  he  was  detq)ly  (N)ncei'ned  in  the  setrlemeuf  of  rhe  n^w  ter- 
ritory, having  a  proprietary  intei'est  in  several  townshijvs  be>ide>  --The 
Equivalent.**  As  t!ie  leading  local  military  commandei-,  and  as  the  trusred 
confidential  frieu'l  of  the  royal  governors,  he  tt)->!v  a  l»'idiug.  ju  liciou-, 
and  energetic  part  in  the  measures  which  protected  the  w.vsrern  st^rle- 
ments  (d*  the  provine^.-  in  rhe  last  of  tin-  Ereneh  and  Indian  war>«.  .\t  the 
opening  of  the  Revolution  he  was,  and  ha<l  for  many  year-<  InnMi,  a  judge 
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in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Ilampsliire  count^y.  All  this  involved 
many  "iron-clad''  oaths,  as  we  should  now  call  them,  of  allegijince  to 
the  British  crown,  and  moreover  a  genuine  loyalty  to  it.  In  an  evil  liour, 
in  the  year  1774.  it  also  led  to  liis  appointment  as  one  oL'  the  Manda- 
mus" councillors,  the  most  odious  of  the  royal  appointnients  in  the  inte- 
rior counties.  In  a  moment  all  his  services  to  his  people  were  forgotten 
in  the  patriotic  rage  of  the  hour.  Even  his  venerable  years  were  forgot- 
ten. He  was  taken  by  a  mol)  to  a  school  house,  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  his  home,  and  shut  up  in  a  school  room  where  ])ilc]i  pine  lires 
were  kindled,  while  the  escape  of  smoke  from  the  chimney  was  st(jp[>ed. 
Under  the  torture  thus  inflicted  he  signed  whatever  papers  his  torment- 
ors presented,  but  under  mental  reserve  and  jn'Otest.  Afterward  it  uas 
found  by  the  Hutchinson  papers  obtained  by  Dr.  Franklin  in  LjiiJon 
that  Colonel  AVilliams  had  recommended  the  most  severe  measures 
against  the  rebellious  provincials.  It  was  this  which  prompted  the  coup- 
let in  Trumbull" s  quaint  poem,     McFingall  "  : 

"  Have  you  made  Murray  look  less  big 
Or  smoked  old  Williams  to  a  Whig  ? 

When  these  later  revelations  came  he  was  thrown  into  Northampton 
jail,  treated  with  great  indignity,  and  only  released  on  condition  that  he 
should  make  his  residence  at  Ashuedot  Equivalent  under  the  surveillance 
of  the  Pittsfield  committee  of  inspection  and  safety.  Whether  this  wa^ 
at  his  request,  or  whether  he  actually  went  there,  we  have  no  positive 
evidence  to  show,  but  both  are  probable. 

The  influence  of  Judge  Williams'  son.  Deacon  William  Williams, 
upon  the  early  character  of  the  town  is  better  defined  and  more  positive. 
He  was  born  at  Hatfield,  June  loth,  173-1:,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1754,  and  shortly  afterward,  having  studied  law,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  appointed  clerk  of  the  Hampshire  County  Court.  This  is  a 
position  even  now  of  dignity  and  importance,  bttt  in  provincial  times, 
when  the  judges  were  as  a  rule  not  learned  in  the  law,  it  iiad  even  greater 
consideration.  When  the  royal  courts  were  suspended,  in  1774,  there  was 
no  more  place  for  their  judges  or  theii'  clerks.  The  AVilliamses,  father 
and  son,  were  no  longer  in  office,  and  were  moi'eover  under  the  ban  of  polit- 
ical public  opinion.  The  father  had  large  estates  most  of  which  he  re- 
tained, although  suffering  much  from  lines  and  other  penalties  imposed 
by  the  Revolutionary  authorities.  The  son  was  also  a  man* of  consider- 
able property.  But  residence  at  Hatlield  being  no  longer  either  agree- 
able or  profitable  to  him,  he  removed,  in  the  early  i>art  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, to  the  western  part  of  Asliuelot  Equivalent  in  which  his  father  had 
much  real  estate  and  where  his  ])r()ther-indaw,  Dr.  Vow/.  Marsh,  was  al- 
ready established.  It  is  possible  that  he  went  at  the  time  ot  Ids  fatiier's 
enforced  migration,  and  that  the  two  events  were  connei'ted.  The  trt\it- 
ment  which  his  venerable  father  received  at  rlu^  hands  of  the  whigs  in- 
spired in  the  hearts  of  oth-r  mond)er<  of  his  fiuuily  the  most  intmse  ha- 
tred of  the  Kevo] iition  and  its  supporters,  and  it  coulvl  not  win  fvU'  it  ihe 


r 


TOWN  OF  DALTO^. 


639 


favor  of  his  good  son.  AVillinrn  Williams  did  not  become  a  whig  ;  but 
lie  maintained  a  quiet  spirit  whicli,  combined  with  nobleness  and  force 
of  character,  guided  by  entire  truthfulness,  carried  him  safely  and  hon- 
orably, not  only  through  the  Revolution,  Init  through  the  days  of  the 
Shays  rebellion,  which  tried  men's  souls  in  Western  Mas'sachusetts  quite 
as  severely  as  did  those  of  the  earlier  and  longer  struggle. 

His  tory  antecedents  did  not  bar  his  way  to  popular  favor  after  the 
war  was  over,  for,  besides  holding  town  offices  frequently,  he  was  elected, 
both  to  the  State  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  He  was  town 
clerk  for  several  years,  being  the  first  chosen,  and  altliough  the  records 
of  several  Berkshire  towns  bear  witness  to  the  education  and  ability  of 
their  clerks,  there  are  none  equal  to  those  of  Dalton  when  Deacon  Wil- 
li anis  held  the  office. 

A  cousin  of  Col.  Ephraim  Williams,  he  was  ijrorainent  in  the  admin- 
istration of  his  estate,  and  in  carrying  out  his  designs  for  the  founding  of 
Williams  College,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original  and  most  valuable 
trustees. 

Be  was  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  both  in  Hatfield  and 
in  Dalton.  He  married  ]\liss  Dorothy  xVshiey  of  Deerfield.  Nine  of  their 
children  survived  him.  He  died  March  1st,  1808,  and  was  buried  in  the 
lot  of  his  bi'other  in-law,  John  Chandler  Williams,  in  the  first  burial 
groimd  in  Pittsfield.  After  two  removals  his  I'emains  now  rest  in  the 
family  lot  in  the  Rural  Cenietery  of  that  town.  His  death  was  the  occa- 
sion of  general  mourning  in  the  county.  Rev.  Mr.  Jennings  preached  a 
sermon  at  his  funeral  in  Dalton,  Rev.  Mr.  Shepard,  of  Lenox,  another  at 
his  burial  in  Pittsfield,  and  Rev.  Dr.  West,  of  Stockbridge,  commemo- 
rated his  life  and  character  in  still  another  at  Dalton  in  the  follov>-ing 
May.  Summing  up  his  story  Dr.  West  said,  "  He  was  a  leader  and  a 
guide  to  the  people  for  many  years,  an  ornament  and  glory  to  the  town 
as  a  wise  citizen  and  an  active  Christian.'' 

But  to  return  to  the  story  of  the  town  when  he  first  became  a  ciri/t-n 
of  it. 

The  plantation  of  Ash uelot  Equivalent "  was  incorporated  as 

the  town  of  Dalton  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  March  :20th,  1781. 
The  number  and  beauty  of  the  dales  in  the  town  would  lead  the  stranger 
to  believe  that  its  name  was  derived  from  these  ;  but  it  was  really  given 
in  honor  of  Hon.  Tristram  Dalton,  then  speaker  of  the  House  of  Reju-e- 
sentatives,  who  seems  to  have  been  very  popular  in  the  town  which  took 
his  name,  as  it  gave  liini  a  unanimous  vote  when  lie  was  candidate  for 
lieutenant-governor.  He  was  afterward  one  of  the  iirst  two  U.  S.  Sena- 
tors from  Massachusetts  under  the  Federal  constitution. 

The  act  of  incorp(U-n  tion  required  Charles  Goodridge  (Goodricli'i,  E^q., 
of  Pittsfield  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  }u\>miuent  inhabitant  of  the 
Equivalent  directing  him  to  call  the  lirst  mt-eting.  The  warrant  xvas 
direct<^d  to  Deacon  Williams,  and  the  1ii-sr  meeting  was  hold  at  the  inn 
of  Dr.  Pej'ez.  .Jarsh,  April  lOrh,  when  tlie  folU^wing  ollicei's  were  chost^n: 
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^[odemtor,  Josepli  Chainherliu  :  clerk,  "W^illiam  Williariis  ;  sele<;t- 
men,  William  WiJliams.  Lieut.  Eliphalet  Chambeiiin,  Captain  Cleave- 
land,  Solomon  Storey,  Nathan  AW^bb  ;  treasurer,  William  'Williams: 
assessors,  William  Williams,  Eliphalet  Cliamberlin,  Josiah  Lawence,  2d; 
consta])les,  Abraham  Porter,  Daniel  Foote  ;  surveyors  of  ways,  William 
Cady,  Josepli  Cliamberlin,  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Kellogg,  David  Alemman, 
Nicholas  Bartlett  ;  t}'tlringmen,  Eliphalet  Cliamberlin,  Benjamin  Cliam- 
berlin, 2d  ;  fence  viewers,  Robert  "Wiley,  Chester  Marsh;  sealer  of  leather. 
John  Ilovey  ;  sealer  of  vv-eights  and  measures,  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Kellogg; 
wardens,  Daniel  Merriman,  Solomon  Storey,  Nathaniel  Webb. 

The  names  here  given  afford,  |>robably,  a  fair  although  not  a  perfect 
indication  of  the  position  of  the  families  prominent  in  the  new  town.  By 
the  act  of  incorporntion  it  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Windsor,  on  the 
west  by  Lanesboro  and  Pittsfield,  on  the  east  "by  Partridgefield  and 
Jones'  gi-ant  to  the  north  line  of  Washington  and  thence  on  the  same  line 
of  Pittsfield.''  The  territory  thus  detined  was  about  live  miles  long  by 
three  wide,  and  com})rised  what  is  now  the  busy  manufacturing  part  of 
the  town.  In  the  i^ortion  of  AYindsor  next  adjoining  it  there  was,  how- 
ever, some  excellent  woodland,  and  the  spirit  of  annexation  at  once 
manifested  itself,  but  a  motion  with  regard  to  it,  made  in  the  meeting  of 
January,  17S5,  was  postponed,  and  the  matter  lingered  until,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  February  7th,  1795,  the  follov^ung  curious  and  suggestive  vote 
was  passed  : 

"  The  town  again  taking  into  consideration  that  article  in  the  warrant  respecting 
the  annexing  of  a  part  of  the  tonn  of  Windsor,  upon-uiature  deliberation  voted,  that 
that  part  of  the  town  of  Windsor  included  in  the  following  bounds:  to  wit,  be- 
ginning at  the  southeast  corner  of  Lot  No.  4,  and  thence  to  extend  northerly,  on  [he 
east  line  of  lots  4,  5.  12,  13,  20,  21,  28,  to  the  southeast  corner  of  lot  2S; 
thence  at  right  angles  on  the  north  line  of  lots  28,  90,  89,  88,  87,  in  a  direct  line  on 
the  western  boundary  of  said  town  of  Windsor;  and  thence  to  the  soutli west  curve  of 
said  town,  together  with  the  inhabitants  dwelling  on  tlie  lands  included  in  these  lines, 
if  they  and  the  said  town  of  Windsor  shall  consent  and  agree  thereto,  be  annexed  to 
and  made  part  of  the  town  of  Dalton,  and  equally  share  with  us  in  duties  and  privi- 
leges; provided  nevertheless  ^  ^  that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  or  proprietors 
of  the  town  of  Dalton  shall  judge  it  inconvenient  for  them  to  be  included  in  the  said 
vote,  and  shall  decline  being  in  all  respects  incorporated  with  that  part  of  tiie 
town  of  Dalton  above  described,  such  persons  rna)-  have  leave,  at  any  time  within 
one  year  from  this  day  to  lodge  in  the  hands  of  the  town  clerk  *  *  *  a  writing 
under  their  hands,  declaring  tlieir  desire  not  to  be  included  in  said  vote,  and  they 
shall  be,  both  as  to  their  persons  and  their  estate  real  and  i)ersonal,  exempt  from 
the  costs  and  charges  for  settling  and  supporting  the  gospel  ministry,  and  for  build- 
ing and  repairing  a  meeting  house  or  meeting  houses  in  D  ilton,  or  in  that  part  of 
Windsor  which  may  be  annexed  ^  *  *  until  he,  she,  or  they,  so  declining  shall 
in  writing  signify  his,  her,  or  their  desire  to  unite  with  the  said  town  and  share  the 
common  burtliens  and  privileges  of  the  town  in  every  respect.  Sucli  [lerson  thence- 
forward (after  such  paper  is  filed)  to  be  liable  to  be  taxed  their  due  proportion  of  all 
costs  and  charges  that  may  legally  be  incurred  for  the  support  of  the  Gosp.l  ministry, 
and  for  building  and  repairing  a  meeting  h.ouse  or  meetii'g  houses  in  said  towii." 
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A  few  orthe  tnxpayers  seem  to  luive  been  reluctant  to  ndd  to  their 
burdens^in  tJie  support  of  the  gospel  by  the  annexation  of  territory  which 
might  require  an  additional  chni-cli  while  it  would  not  contribute  propor- 
tionately to  the  revenues  of  the  town.  This  was  a  natural  result  of  the 
compulsory  support  of  public  worship  under  a  law  whicli  in(idental]y 
favored  one  denomination  of  Christ iairs.  .Doubtless  some  of  the  recusants 
woukl  have  eagerly  (-ontributed  to  the  su]\port  of  the  gospel  as  they  un- 
derstood it,  wliile  some  were  avowed  Deists.  The  vote  covertly  accuses 
all  who  should  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions  with  avoiding  their 
share  of  public  burdens  whicii  all  should  bear  alike. 

The  wording  of  the  Dalton  vote  savors  strongly  of  the  independent 
municipal  s})int  which  gr^rwv  up  in  Berkshire  in  the  Revolution. 

The  most  sngg(^stive  fact  regai'ding  the  annexation  is  that  the  oJxjO 
acres  which  it  added  to  the  rown  are  alniost  entirely  mounfnin  wood- 
lands, without  any  inhabitants  to  tljis  day  to  ask  anybody  to  i)e  taxed 
to  supply  them  witli  gospel  privileges.  Tlie  authority  of  tlie  General 
Coui  t  in  the  matter  does  not  seem  to  have  received  much  consideration. 

At  the  meeting  in  1785  £oO  w^-rt  voted  for  schooliiig,  to  l>e  divided 
equally  among  the  districts  ;  tiiat  a  bounty  of  £4  should  be  paid  to  any 
inhabitant  who  should  kill  a  wolf  within  the  limits  of  the  town  diiring 
the  next  year;  and  '^that  Joseph  Chamberlin  and  Chai'les  I'ay  shall 
have  the  small-pox,  but  that  after  the  tenth  of  April  they  shall  not  suffer" 
any  person  who  is  n,ot  inoculated  to  come  into  their  homes.''  The  last 
vote  was  not  as  alarming  as  it  appeared.  It  did  not  sentence  the  |3«^iv^ons 
named  to  suffer  from  the  smali-pox,  but  merely  permitted  them  to  be 
inoculated  with  it  in  their  own  houses.  Similar  votes  were  frequent  at 
this  period  in  all  ]\{assaclrisetts  towns,  and  had  been  for  years.  Small- 
pox was  a  scourge  whicli  constantly  threatened  the  people  at  all  points, 
and  inoculation  with  its  virus,  even  after  proper  preparation  of  tlie  sys- 
tem, arid  the  best  treatment,  was  still  dangerous  to  the  patient,  alrliougii 
most  intelligent  persons  with  fair  courage  jji'eferred  to  encounter  it  wlrile 
thus  prepared  rather  than  to  incur  the  danger  of  being  infected  with,  it 
by  casual  contact.  The  infection,  however,  could  be  communicated  by 
the  inoculated  persons  as  well  as  by  those  who  had  taken  thediseasr  in 
the  natural  w^ay.  The  jealous  care  with  wlucli  the  town  watched  the 
process  was  therefore  not  an  evidence  of  ignorant  prejudice,  bu(  only  a, 
wise  sanitary  precaution. 

The  Shays  rebellion  folhnved  hard  ui)on  the  organization  of  the  town, 
and  under  the  lead  of  ^vlajor  John  Vriley,  one  of  its  chiefs,  it  was  drawn 
niore  deeply  into  it  than  most  B(-i'kshire  townis,  although  almost  all  w<mv 
involved  in  it  to  some  extent.  This,  however,  l)elongs  mostly  to  anotlitu- 
part  of  the  history.  It  is  suflicient  to  say  here  tlmt,  as  to  matei  ial  j.ros- 
perity  and  internal  hai'niony,  Dalton  was  move  severely  imnishcd  for  it^ 
share  in  the  insurrection,  tlian  most  towns. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL  IIISTOIiY. 

*  Owing,  doubtless,  to  the  peciilircr  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
grant  of  the  "  Ashuelot  Equivalent/'  no  portion  of  its  lands  was  reserved 
for  the  introduction  and  snpport  of  tlie  "Gospel  ministry/'  or  for  schools. 
The  plantation,  and  afterward  the  town,  were  subjected  only  to  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  State  in  that  regard,  and  these  were  stringent  enough 
when  strictly  enforced.  '^Meetinghouses''  and  ministers,  schools  and 
school  lionses,  were  positively  reqnired,  with  severe  penalties  for  not 
providing  them.  Bnt  wlip.t  ministers  to  "employ,"  and  wliere  to  locate 
ih^  meeting  house,  were  (|uesrions  which  divided  communities  into  lios- 
tile  sections  and  created  feuds  the  traces  of  which  i-emaiu  even  to  this 
day.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  in  any  tlioughtful  mind,  as  to  the  general 
beneficent  etfect  of  the  early  laws  of  Massachusetts  in  organizing  society  ; 
bnt.  especially  after  the  date  of  the  settlement  of  Berkshire  county,  they 
led  to  incidental  evils,  and  linally  to  a  total  severance  of  the  affairs  of 
Chnrch  and  State,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  both. 

Before  this  great  change  was  effected,  and  while  the  building  of  a 
meeting  honse  and  the  settlement  and  support  of  ministers  were  matters 
to  be  determined  in  town  meetings,  the  fact  that  Dalton,  with  no  well- 
defined  and  acknowledged  center,  was  made  up  of  scattered  settlements 
or  villages,  which  had,  or  fancied  they  had,  conflicting  interests,  led  to 
deplorable  controversies.  The  whole  religious,  or,  it  may  be  better  said, 
the  whole  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  town,  for  many  years  after  its  in- 
corporation is,  so  far  as  it  is  a  matter  of  record,  one  of  controversy,  not 
with  regard  to  any  theological  differences,  but  as  to  the  location  of  the 
meeting  honse  which  the  town  was  reqnired  by  law  to  build,  and  in  which 
the  whole  population  of  the  town  were  supposed  to  worship,  and  gener- 
ally did.  It  cannot  be  sup"posed  that  men  and  women  like  those  who 
were  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  Eqnivalent  did  not  liold  regular  religious 
service,  and  freqnent  religions  commnnion  with  each  other,  from  tlie 
first  ;  bnt  no  record  or  tradition  tells  us  of  the  place  or  method.  Prayer 
meetings  and  meetings  for  exhortation  there  mnst  have  been  in  ])rivate 
houses,  and  in  the  school  houses  when  they  were  built. 

After  the  incorporation  of  the  town  from  £25  to  £30  were  voted  each 
year  "  to  hire  preaching  ;  "  except  in  some  years  disturbed  by  the  Shays 
rebellion  or  otherwise,  when  it  was  voted  not  to  raise  any  money  for  such 
pnrposes.  Who  the  preachers  were  who  were  thus  hired,  or  what  their 
eloquence  effected,  is  nowhere  recorded.  The  most  remarkable  case  oii 
the  record  is  that  of  Rev.  AVilliam  Winslow  Paige,  who  was  chosen 
minister  of  the  town  in  July,  1789,  and  accepted  his  election.  In  liis  final 
letter  of  acceptance,  after  due  reverential  acknowledgment  of  the  divine 
wisdom  in  guiding  the  town,  he  writes  : 

*'To  the  Church  of  Christ  and  Con<4rej;ation  in  Dalton: 

'*  I  have  taken  into  consideration  the  broken  state  tint  you  h.ivc  been  in.  and 
your  being  so  well  agreed  now,  and  li  1  should  leave  you  ,it  i>  like  that  you  would  be 
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as  bad  or  worse  than  ever,  as  a  flock  of  slieep  scattered  upon  the  niountain,  leaving 
no  sliepherd  to  guide  them,  I  have  taken  advice  with  my  friends  and  fathers  in  the 
ministry,  give  my  answer  in  the  affirmative." 

Both  the  town  and  Mr.  Paige  seem  to  have  been  very  much  in  earn<^st 
about  the  matter,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  the  ari-ange- 
ment  for  liis  in.stalkuion  ;  tlie  town  agreeing  to  give  him  £100  for  settle- 
ment, £60  as  yearly  salary,  and  thirty-five  corcls  of  wood  annually.  But 
after  all  this  the  town  the  very  next  year  voted  to  raise  no  money  for 
preaching,  and  no  more  is  heard  of  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Paige  or  of  ariy  other 
clei'gyman  for  some  years  afterward.  So  far  as  the  record  shows,  no  other 
candidate  had  been  proposed  in  town  meeting  for  election  to  the  pastor- 
.ate  of  the  town,  and  there  was  no  considerable  oppostion  to  his  election. 
The  "broken  state  in  whicli  the  town  had  been''  mnst  have  arisen  sim- 
ply from  the  controversy  regarding  the  location  of  the  meeting  house, 
which  was  the  one  question  which  divided  the  town  for  many  years. 

There  was,  hov^e^'er,  some  years  earlier,  a  curious  vote  of  the  town, 
which  illustrates  the  life  of  that  period.  On  the  9th  of  March,  1785,  the 
town  voted  to  hire  preaching  for  the  next  3'ear ;  but  to  exempt  from  the 
tax  for  that  purpose  all  taxpayers  who  had  conscientious  scruples  about 
paying  for  it  (/.  e.,  preaching)  in  that  way.  Major  John  Wiley,  Captain 
Eplirainr  Cleveland,  Messrs.  Benjamin  Gallup,  Ephraim  Newell,  John 
Holmes,  Daniel  Bay,  and  John  Hiirvoy.  jr.,  pleaded  conscience. 

Many  men  in  Central  Berkshire  at  this  time  had,  or  professed  to 
have,  conscientious  scruples  with  regard  to  a  paid  ministry,  and  many 
dissenters  from  the  Congregational  faith  made  revolt  by  remonstrance 
against  taxation  for  the  building  of  meeting  houses.  The  trouble  in 
Dalton,  however,  seems  to  have  been  caused  almost  entirely  by  the  con- 
flicting interests  of  different  sections  with  regard  to  location,  and  the  de- 
cision, or  rather  indecision  of  this  cpiestion  occupied  a  large  sliare  of  the 
time  of  town  meetings  for  many  years.  In  178G  it  was  voted  that  the 
building  of  a  meeting  house  be  postponed  for  the  present.''  October  6th, 
'178S,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  house,  3.")  by  40  feet,  on  the  hill  near  tlie  cor- 
ner of  Captain  Jacob  Chamberlin's  lot;  to  raise  £150  pounds  within  the 
year  for  materials,  and  that  materials  furnished  by  taxpayers  be  credited 
to  them.  Nathan  Warner,  Benjamin  Gallup,  Captain  Pai'ks,  Lieutenant 
Spofford  and  Charles  Day  were  appointed  a  building  committee,  and  in- 
structed to  accomnjodate  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  every  inhabitant 
in  furnishing  material.  Ten  days  later  the  vote  was  to  build  the  house 
40  by  oO  feet  on  the  hill  north  of  Charles  Day's.  In  July,  1789,  the  town 
refused  to  reconsider  its  action  ;  but  in  September  it  appoiiUed  a  cnnimirtee 
to  examine  into  "  the  principles  that  ought  to  determine  the  place  of 
settino-  a  n'.eeting  house,  and  iri  Decend^er  to  change  the  location  ar^l 
lx)Stpone  the  building.  In  Aj^ril,  1790,  the  town  would  not  reccn>idor 
these  votes,  but  requested  Nehemiidi  Bull,  Jonathan  Smith,  and  (Gideon 
Wheeler,  Esqs.,  of  Lanesboro,  as  judicious  and  disintt'l•e^ted  persons,  lo 
view  the  tow  n  and,  after  hearing  what  miglit  enable  them  to  form  an  eqiml 
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and  just  judgment,  to  fix  a  place  for  a  meeting  honse.  Ensign  Chamber- 
]in  was  appointed  to  arrange  with  the  Widow  Marsli  for  their  proper  en- 
tertainment at  her  tavern.  At  the  meeting,  Marcli  28th,  1790,  tlie  report 
of  these  referees,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  was  rejected,  and  the 
whole  matter  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Methodist  denomination,  introduced  into  the  town  in  1788  or 
1789,  had  by  this  time  obtained  a  good  foothold,  especially  in  the  south- 
west part,  and  that  fact  may  peidiaps  help  to  interpret  some  of  the  votes 
which  follow. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1791,  an  extraordinary  meeting  was  held,  not 
upon  the  call  of  the  selectmen  or  in  the  usual  place,  but  in  scliool  Ward 
No.  2,  which  afterward  became  a  pnvt  of  Hinsdale,  and  by  order  of  Eli 
Root,  Esq.,  of  Pittstield,  justice  of  the  peace  and  the  quorum.  Miijor 
John  Wih?y  was  moderator  and  James  Wing,  who  was  some  years  after- 
ward nearly  connected  by  marriage  with  Rev.  Theodore  Hiasdale,  was 
clerk  7>;y> ;  Deacon  Williams,  the  town  clerk,  being  conspicuously 
absent.  The  meeting  voted  that  the  part  of  the  town  south  of  a  line 
drawn  from  Israel  Peck's  house  on  the  west  side,  and  Timothy  Burt's 
on  the  east,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  go  off  and  unite  with  other  towns  in 
ecclesiastical  privileges,  and  that  a  meeting  house  be  set  on  the  hill  op- 
posite Mr.  William  Buckley's,  to  accommodate  the  rest  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  town  meeting  January  2d,  1792,  took  another  view  and  refused 
to  join  with  Nathaniel  Kellogg,  Nathan  Warner,  Jame^  Wing,  Caleb 
Goff,  Nathan  Webb,  Jared  Foote,  Charles  Babcock,  Amasa  Frost,  and 
Nehemiah  Frost  in  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  a  committee  to  locate 
The  meeting  house,  and  determine  whether  any  ivdvl  of  the  inhabitants 
ought  to  be  set  off  to  other  towns.  Several  of  the  petitioners  were  or 
afterward  became  Methodists.  In  April  there  was  no  better  success,  and 
it  was  voted  neither  to  I'emove  the  frame  of  the  meeting  house  from  the 
site  w^here  it  had  been  erected  under  an  early  vote,  nor  to  cover  it. 

In  1792,  three  town  warrants  were  issued  of  an  inexplicable  charac- 
ter, unless  tliey  can  be  regarded  elephantine  practical  jokes  engendered 
by  the  local  feuds  of  the  day.  In  June  the  constable  w^as  ordered  to 
warn  some  hfty  citizens  that  they  ''depart  the  limits  of  the  town  within 
fifteen  days,  with  their  children  and  all  others  dependent  upon  them  ; 
they  having  lately,  to-wit,  since  the  10th  day  of  April,  17G7,  come  into 
town  for  the  purpose  of  abiding  there,  not  having  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  town."  One  of  the  persons  w^arned  out  was  "  Abijah  Parks,  Gen- 
tleman," who  signed  the  warrant  himself  in  his  ofhcial  capacity  as  chair- 
man of  tlie  selectmen.  Among  the  others  were  Eliphaler  Cliamix'iliii, 
Gent.,  one  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen.  Major  John  Wiley,  GtMir., 
Gladding  Wateiman,  merchant,  John  Wright,  physician,  Beujanun 
Chambei  iin,  Gent.,  the  wife  of  Robert  Wiley.  Chloe  Isaacs,  s[)inster,  and 
Amos  Smitli,  gentleman.  ;nid  a  lon^-  list  of  yeomrn,  husbandmen,  :\ud 
mechanics.    The  other  lists  wen^  of  a  simihu*  charact^i'     <  )n<»  >  '(  tli^'fu 
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contained  the  name  of  William  Williams,  Esq.,  who  gravely  and  without 
comment  signed  both  the  warrant  for  his  own  banishment  and  the  record 
of  the  constables'  return  of  its  due  service.  The  x^e^'sons  warned  were 
as  a  rule  the  most  substantia]  citizens  of  the  town,  although  some  were 
of  another  class,  and  the  women  may  have  been  included' for  the  sake  of 
giving  poignancy  to  the  satire.  Nobody  went  out  of  town  under  the 
order. 

Having  relieved  itself  by  this  pleasantry,  if  pleasantry  it  was,  the 
town  now  addressed  itself  seriously  to  the  meeting  house  business,  and 
on  the  30tli  of  Deceniber,  1793,  requested  tlii'ee  non-residents,  Hon. 
Thompson  J.  Skinnei-,  of  Willianistown,  Ebenezer  Pierce,  of  Peru,  and 

[Nathaniel  Kingsley,  of  ,  to  fix  a  place  for  a  meeting  liouse,  and 

appropriated  £12  to  defray  the  cost  of  their  arl)itrament.  On  the  3d  of 
Febi'uary,  1704,  the  committee  reported  that  the  house  ought  to  be  built 
where  the  frame  still  stood.  They  say  that  they  had  given  the  matter 
all  the  attention  which  its  importance  demanded,  believing  that  the  polit- 
ical prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  town,  and  their  children  in  a  state  of 
society  here,  and  their  prospects  of  future  bliss  in  a  state  infinitely  more 
permanent  and  important,  depend  in  a  measure  upon  a  happy  and  cor- 
dial reconciliation  of  their  present  divisions  upon  this  subject."  They 
admit  tliat  "at  the  first  view  the  location  sti-uck  them  as  very  disagree- 
able, as  it  must  others  on  a  cursory  view  ;  but,"  they  continue,  ''con- 
sidering that  one  half  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  must  pass  by  the  place, 
that  a  considerable  number  south  favor  it,  that  one  of  the  southern  ex- 
tremities would  be  but  little  benefitted  by  an  alteration  ;  and  that, 
although  the  other  southern  corner  Tafterward  set  off  to  HinsdaleJ  was 
not  so  well  provided,  yet  being  settled  with  a  small  number,  their  inter- 
ests must  be  surrendered  to  the  public  good  in  a  state  of  society,  it  led 
to  the  foregoing  result.  We  are  sensible  tliat  as  to  them  an  exertion  of 
patriotism  and  virtue  is  necessary.''  "In  hope  that  they  may  possess 
this  and  every  other  virtue  of  the  human  mind,''  the  committee  submit 
their  report.  The  eloquence  of  the  referees  was  sufncient  to  induce  the 
town  to  vote  £'70  to  cover  and  enclose  the  house,  build  a  porch  to  it,  and 
lay  the  floors.  Samuel  Wiley,  Daniel  Morrison,  and  Calvin  Spragne 
were  the  building  committee. 

The  location  thus  fixed  was  in  what  is  now  the  South  Burial  Ground, 
near  Craneville,  where  Mr.  John  Chamberliu,  a  few  years  sirire,  found  the 
foundations  ^till  remaining  near  the  receiving  tomb.  The  lirst  town 
meeting  in  the  new  meeting  house  \\ as  held  Dt^cembiM- kith,  17lU.  Al- 
though it  was  voted  to  hnish  the  house  that  year  the  meeting  refused  to 
raise  a  tax  for  that  ju^'pose,  and  voted  that  the  means  should  be  raised 
by  the  sale  of  ''pew  grouiid."  Abraham  Porter,  Kli[)halet  rhamberlin, 
and  William  Williams  were  appoint<'d  to  la>'  out  the  ground  and  sell  the 
lots.  On  the  5th  of  January,  170."),  tlie  conimil tee  ret^oried  that  iht^y  had 
laid  out  the  lioor  of  tht-  ixjuse  as  follows,  there  being  twtaity-tuo  pe\v>  : 
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'*  One  pew  east  of  the  pulpit  nine  feet  long  and  six  and  half  feet  deep:  one 
west  of  the  pulpit  seven  feet  long  and  four  and  a  half  feet  deep;  four  wall  pews  at 
each  corner,  ten  feet  by  four;  three  on  each  side  between  there  and  the  corners 
eight  and  a  quarter  by  four  feet;  eight  body  pews  seven  and  a  half  feet  by  six;  ten 
feet  by  six  and  a  half  for  the  pulpit,  the  pulpit  stairs  and  the  Deacons'  seat;  two 
seats  fronting  the  body  pews  two  feet  and  three-quarters  deep,  and  the  following 
alleys:  one  through  the  center  of  the  house  five  feet  wide,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
body  pews  three  feet  wide,  one  next  the  wall  pews  at  the  south  end  three  and  a  half 
feet  wide;  one  fronting  the  Deacons'  seat  and  the  pews  at  the  north  end  four  feet 
wide." 

Tlio  meeting  \'oted  thiit  every  x>n]'cliaser  of  a  pew  on  the  floor  of  the 
house  should  ])e  obliged  to  take  in  an  associate  or  associates  until  it  have 
the  number  of  adults  specified  in  the  report,  which  number  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  tilling  the  pew,  until  such  time  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
town  sliall  render  it  necessary  to  increase  it,  which  the  town  shall  have  a 
right  to  do,  leaving  the  proprietor  a  liglit  to  choose  his  associates.  The 
sale  then  proceeded  by  auction,  with  the  following  result,  which  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  social  relations  of  the  time.  We  give  first  the  price  of 
the  lot  upon  whicli  the  purchaser  wns  to  bnild  his  own  pew,  next  the 
name  of  the  proprietoi'.  and  then  his  associates  : 

^  No.  1,  850  ;  Capt.  Eliphalet  Chamberlin,  Capt.  Abijah  Parks,  Lieut. 
Nathaniel  Kellogg,  Absalom  Porter. 

No.  2,  sp,7  :  Daniel  Day.  Charles  Day,  Jedediah  Cleaveland. 

No.  3,  833;  Daniel  Boardraan,  sen.,  Lieut,  Andrew  Sbepard,  William 
^Vaterman  Cady. 

N^o.  4,  830  ;  p]enjamin  Gallup,  Eufus  Cady,  Aaron  Fuller,  William 
Yv^alter  Walker. 

No.  5,  8^8  :  Calvin  Sprague,  Martin  Chamberlin. 

No.  7,  8(31.50;  Henry  Marsh.  Israel  Peck,  Daniel  Boardman,  jr. 

No.  8,  855;  Gladding  Waterman,  William  Williams,  Esq.,  William 
Hale. 

-  —  No.  9.  82-1;  Jesse  Merriman,  Luther  Gallup,  Natluaniel  Merriman. 
No.  10,  821  ;  Justin  Cole,  Jonathan  Bassett. 

No.  11,  8-15  ;  Lient.  Benjamin  Chamberlin,  Joseph  Chamberlin,  En- 
sign Benjamin  Chamberlin. 

No.  12,  845  ;  Daniel  Merriman,  ^Villiam  Ensign,  Enos  Blossom. 

No.  13,  813  ;  Major  JoUn  Wiley,  Isaiah  Farnani. 

No.  14,  81T;  Major  John  Wiley,  Ephraim  Newell.  Samuel  Wiley. 

No.  15,  835  and  5  shillings  ;  David  Lawrence,  Amos  SpalTord,  Daniel 
Chamberlin. 

No.  16,  837.50  ;  Oliver  Smitli,  Capt.  Amos  Smith,  Samuel  Wiley. 

No.  17,  817  ;  Abraham  Stockwell,  Henry  Cleveland,  Elijah  Curtis, 
and  the  AWdow  Lydia  Dwight. 

No.  18,  813.50  ;  Williarti  Clevehind,  Vrilliam  Bassert,  Nathan  Basserr. 

No.  10,  817  and  one  shilling  ;  Amasa  Day,  Elmuezer  Ivuss,  Miclia 
Paissell. 
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Xo.  20,  816  ;  Amos  Smith,  William  Cleveland,  William  Warkins, 
Joiiarhan  Hovey. 

No.  51,  5?17  and  one  shilling  ;  Ephriham  Bennett,  Matthew  Birchavd, 
Otis  Bicknell. 

No.  22,  sis,  fonr  shillings,  and  six  pence  ;  Job  Bestow,  Frederick 
Ciirtiss,  Amos  Nichols,  Nathaniel  Hill. 

With  the  nipans  fnrnished  by  this  sale,  the  first  meeting  house  in 
Dalton  was  finished.  Tlie  outcome  of  the  long  wrangle  was  a  plain  sniall 
lionse  of  worship,  in  a.  disagreeable  location,  where  services  were  held  lor 
a  few  years,  and  town  me(^tings  also.  But  it  did  not  bring  peace,  to  the 
latter  at  least. 

The  second  school  ward,  where  the  dissatisfaction  was  the  strongt^st, 
increased  in  population,  and  also  in  discontent.  Eev.  Theodore  Hins- 
<dale,  who  had  recently  been  honorably  dismissed  from  a  church  in 
Windsor.  Connecticut,  bought  a  farm  in  this  ward,  to  which  he  removed 
in  May,  1795.  lie  "found  his  new  plantation  all  out  of  order,''  and  gave 
a  good  deal  of  time  at  first  to  "putting  tilings  to  rights,'"  which,  being  a 
man  of  sufFicient  means  and  no  little  energy,  he  probably  found  little 
diiliculty  in  doing,  especiodly  as  he  had  a  son  quite  able  to  second  his  ef- 
forts, and  supply  his  place  when  he  was  otherwise  engaged.  This  was 
not  infrequently,  as  he  considered  the  gospel  ministry  to  be  his  proper 
work,  and  all  other  aft'airs  as  comparatively  trivinl.  The  desire  con- 
stantly expressed  in  his  diary  is  for  employment  in  this  work.  Many 
days  are  recorded  in  which  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  sru-iy 
of  religious  works  and  wriring  upon  religious  subjects.  He  adhered  to 
the  orthodox  Congregational  faith  of  the  day,  and  regarded  the  rejecri'iu 
of  the  doctrine  of  preordination  or  eleclion  by  the  Methodists,  and  s-,.t>ie 
of  the  dogmas  of  the  Baptist  creed  to  be  dangerous  hert-sies.  The  unedu- 
cated ministry,  whicli  was  common  at  that  time,  he  regarded  with  p-  cu- 
liar  disfavor.  On  the  first  Sunday  after  his  ariival  in  town  he  listened  to 
one  of  this  class  by  the  name  of  Hubbell,  of  whom  he  says:  "He  has 
not  had  a  liberal  education,  but  says  he  received  an  approbation  and 
license  as  a  candidate  from  ministers  in  Hampshire  county.  He  seems  ro 
aim  at  being  an  orator  without  a  good  understanding  of  his  mother 
tongue,  without  clear  ideas,  and  without  imbibing  any  other  kn(n\  ledge 
of  the  gospel  than  a  system  of  morality."  Mr.  Hinsdale's  desire  for 
clerical  employment  was  largely  gratified.  Although  he  never  again 
came  a  "settled  minister,'*  he  sometimes  acted  as  "stated  suj^ply."'  and 
often  temporarily  at  Charlemont,  Bethlehem  (^now  a  part  of  Otisi,  nu'l  at 
home. 

A  few  weeks  after  his  setrlement  a  coiumittee  of  the  Legishmire. 
consisting  of  Judge  Bacon,  of  Stockbridge,  Nathaniel  r.i>;hoi),  E^.p.  <»f 
Richmorul,  and  "Esq.  Taylor,"  of  Buckland  in  the  Bisii-icr  of  ATaine, 
went  to  Dalton  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  grantim;-  th*^  p^^tifion  ..f 
the  inhabitaiits  of  tlie  second  school  ward,  with  a  i.'n-tion  of  thos<^  in  th»' 
west  part  r:f  Partiadgpfield,  t(^  be  incorporated  as  a  town  ov  [^:^l•i-h.  Op- 
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position  was  made  by  conmiittees  both  from  Daltoii  and  Partridgefield, 
but  in  acrordance  with  the  report  of  tlie  committee,  the  new  parisli  was 
incorporated.  Mr.  Hinsdale  was  the  leading  speaker  before  the  commit- 
tee in  favor  of  tiie  measnre. 

From  this  rime  the  chnrch  history  of  this  ward  belongs  practically 
to  that  of  Hinsdale,  ot*  which  it  was  the  germ.  In  1799  the  town  of 
Dalton,  liaving  relinquished  its  opposition,  voted  to  jietition  the  Legisla- 
tnre  to  annex  tliis  ward  to  Partriclgelield,  and  in  1800,  that  they  would 
prosecute  and  pui\sue  this  ol-ject  to  the  next  General  Court.''  They 
did  so,  and  all  parties  persevered  until  the  parish  was,  in  1804,  made  the 
town  of  -  Hinsdale,  taking  2,o00  acres  of  land  and  a  considerable  i^opula- 
tion  from  Dalton. 

Tlie  Congregational  church  of  Dalton  was  organized  February  KUh, 
1785,  but  as  tlie  consent  of  the  cliurch  and  town  was  required  in  the  set- 
tlement of  a  pastor,  the  latter  determining  and  paying  the  salary,  it  was 
long  before  a  minister  was  settled,  an  additional  hindrance  probably 
being  that  the  first  settled  minister  was  not  entitled  by  law  to  the  consid- 
erable portion  of  land  which  became  his  in  fee  in  most  of  the  neighboring 
towns.  We  have  already  stated  the  case  of  Rev.  Mr.  Paige.  Generally 
there  was  a  vote  of  £20  to  £24:  annually  to  hire  preaching.  In  1795  the 
town,  having  obtained  its  meeting  house,  invited  Kev.  James  Thomson  to 
become  its  i)astor,  at  a  salary  of  £20  and  30  cords  of  wood  annually;  btit 
afterward  reconsidered  the  vote  concerning  the  wood,  as  the  burden 
would  fall  unequally  on  the  inhabitants.  The  difficulty  was,  however, 
remedier]  by  voluntary  subscrii:)tions,  and  Mr.  Thomson  was  installed  in 
March.  In  November  the  town  purchased  Pew  No.  2  in  the  meeting 
house  for  the  use  of  the  pastor  s  family,  paying  $25  for  it.  Goldsmith 
makes  his  model  village  parson  "  passing  rich  with  forty  pounds  a  year." 
Considering  that  the  American  pound  was  vv'orth  little  more  than  three 
fifths  of  the  pound  sterling,  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson,  even  with  firewood  and 
pew  rent  added,  could  hardly  be  considered  "passing  rich"  on  twenty 
pounds,  or  about  sixty-six  dollars  a  year.  Ele  only  enjoyed  this  affluence 
until  1799,  when  he  was  dismissed.  He  appears  not  to  liave  invested  any 
large  surplus  of  his  earnings  in  the  real  estate  of  the  county;  possibly 
did  not  retain  as  much  of  it  as  in  the  form  of  dust  adhered  to  his  de- 
parting feet. 

.  From  1799  to  1802  there  was  no  settled  pastor;  but,  noth withstand- 
ing the  controversies  between  tlie  mass  of  the  town  and  the  section  of 
whicli  he  was  a  pi'ominent  leader,  Mr.  Hinsdale  was  engaged  as  minister 
for  one  year  and  a  half  and  often  officiated  during  the  rest  of  the  period. 

Rev.  El)enezer  Jennings  was  oidained  ];)ast()r  Septenil)er  8tlu  1802. 
Mr.  Jennings  was  l>orn  in  AVindsor,  Conn.,  in  September,  1778,  graduated 
at  AVilliams  College  in  18r,(),  and  studied  theology  with  lu'v.  Dr.  Ladirop. 
of  West  Springfield.  He  was  ecccTitric,  witty,  an  indejuMuhuit  thinker, 
and  "singuhnly  cu^iu'inal  in  style  and  mnnner  ns  a.  juwichtM'."  His  pas- 
t(.);ate  fell  in  an  important  and  stirring  period  of  tlu'  hist(U'y  of  tlie  conn- 
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try  and  of  the  State.  It  Avas  also  one  of  much  controversy  in  religious 
afTairs,  botli  as  to  creeds  and  the  relations  of  the  Church  to  the  State,  or 
the  State  to  the  Church.  Mr.  Jennings  was  a  federalist  in  politics  and,  at 
lirst  at  least,  a  strong  supporter  of  the  orth.odox  Congregational  faith  and. 
policy.  Tn  their  support  he  said  some  pretty  sharp  things  ;  but  he  ap- 
pears, nevertheless,  to  have  been  a  favorite  of  his  opponents,  and  it  was 
not  his  conti'oversial  acts  which  led  to  the  termination  of  his  pastorate  in 
1834.  It  is  of  tradition  that,  commencing  his  pastoral  life  with  very  or- 
thodox teachings,  he  gradually,  without  formally  renouncing  any  of  the 
tenets  of  his  creed,  ct-'ased  to  preach,  at  least  as  vigoj'ousl}' as  was  desired, 
the  doctrines  of  preordination  and  eternal  punishment,  and  it  began  to 
be  suspected  that  he  doubted  their  truth.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any 
such  doubt  in  his  mind,  and  as  he  remained  in  town  as  an  active  member 
of  tlie  church  until  his  death  in  1859,  the  presumption  is  that  he  had 
none. 

The  true  cause  of  his  resignation  was  this  :  A  little  before  1834,  the 
success  of  Rev.  Mr.  Nettleton,  an  eloquent  "evangelist,"  raised  up  a 
class  of  imitators,  who  went  from  town  to  tow^n  manufacturing  "re- 
vivals of  religion."  Rev.  Dr.  Humphrey  wrote  of  them  that  "  they 
generally  insist  upon  taking  the  reins  for  the  time  being  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  ministers,  and  by  so  doing  have  unsettled  many  pastors; 
weakened  and  divided  many  churches."  They  insisted  on  extraordi- 
nary means  for  alarming  the  unconverted, and  their  supporters  w^ere  there- 
fore called  new  measure  men.  One  of  these  evangelists,  a  Mr.  Foote  from 
Albany,  created  a  great  furore  in  Berkshire  county  a  little  before  1834, 
with  no  good  results.  At  Pittsfield,  he  divided  the  church,  and  caused 
the  resignation  of  the  ixistoi',  Rev.  Mr.  Yeomans.  Mr.  Jennings  cannot 
be  accused  of  any  remissness  in  spiritual  work  ;  for  in  1829  he  records 
that  there  had  been,  during  his  pastorate  "three  spiritual  refreshings,-' 
the  most  extensive  being  m  1827,  when  it  was  "believed  that  tifty  ob- 
tained a  hope  in  Christ. Immediately  after  this  awakening  it  was 
ascertained  that  neiirly  one  half  the  people  of  Dalton  were  i)rofessors 
of  religion.  Still,  Mr.  Jennings  was  not  a  man  to  have  the  reins  taken 
out  of  his  hands  ''for  the  time  being,"  by  any  evangelist,  and  he  resigned 
once  for  all.  The  pastors  who  succeeded  Mr.  Jennings  were :  Rev. 
Harvey  Boice,  183o-41  ;  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Hall,  1841-47;  Rev.  Oliver  M. 
Sears,  1847-53  iMr.  Sears  is  the  only  pastor  of  the  cliurch  who  died 
while  in  office);  Rev.  Timothy  Ilazen,  18:)4-59  (He  now  resides  in  Lee 
without  a  pastoral  charge);  Rev.  Kdson  L.  Clark,  November  3()th,  1850, 
to  March  11th,  1807  (now  pastor  in  Southampton.  Mass.);  Rev.  Ricdiard 
Storrs  Billings,  July  27th,  1871,  to  July  KUh,  1878  mow  acting  pastor  in 
Somerville,  Conn,  k  Rev.  William  R.  Terret,  i:)ecend)er  1st,  1880,  to  Xo- 
veniber  5th,  1881  (jiow  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  church  at  Saratoga 
Springs).  Rev.  ^V.  E.  Russell  actf'd  from  May,  J882,  to  May,  1883,  with- 
out being  instalU-d  pastor,     lie  is  no  v.- professor  of  Biblieal  Theology  in 
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the  Yale  Tht-olo^-ical  Seminary.     Rev.  G-.  W.  Andrews  became  acting 
pastor  in  Octv)ber,  18S3,  and  still  holds  that  position. 

The  deacons  since  1834  have  been  :  Yarnnm  llohlen,  elected  1835  : 
Zenas  Crane,  1839  ;  Alpheas  Brown  and  Benjamin  F.  Pierce,  184.") ;  Thom- 
as Darling,  1850;  Abel  K.ittredge,  1873,  reelected  1884;  Jolm  D.  Carson, 
1884. 

All  the  pastors  have  manifested  character  and  ability,  and  have  been 
well  snpported  by  the  deacons.  The  clinrch  has  nourished  and  it  has  a 
present  membership  of  145. 

The  traveler  looking  from  the  car  windows  on  tlie  Boston  and  Al- 
bany Railroad,  as  he  passes  through  Dalton,  admiring  its  succession  of 
paper  mills,  and  rlie  beauty  of  the  scenery,  is  attracted  from  them  to  the 
fine  old  meeting  house,  the  best  of  its  class  which  he  will  see  on  his 
route,  and  which  its  proprietors  have  had  the  good  taste  not  to  mo'.iern- 
ize.  but  to  retain  in  all  its  old  fashioned  architectural  beauty.  This  meet- 
ing house  was  built  in  ISI'2.  but  not  until  after  much  controvers.y  as  to 
its  location,  although  the  disturbing  Second  Ward  had  become  a  part  of 
Hinsdale  before  the  question  vv^as  agitated  In  1807  the  town  voted  to  re- 
move the  old  meeting  house  to  the  site  where  the  present  one  stands ;  and 
where  Nathaniel  Hovey  had  offered  an  acre  of  land  for  a  site  ;  but  the  re- 
moval was  not  made.  In  1810  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new  house  on  the 
land  offered  by  Mr.  Hovey,  and  to  rax  the  inhabitants  sl,oO(),  to  be  paid 
in  materials  for  it.  The  old  succession  of  conflicting  votes  and  reference's 
to  committees  from  abroad  followed,  but  the  church  was  finally  complet- 
ed in  1812,  the  builder  being  John  Bickerson,  of  Pittsfield,  and  the  build- 
ing  committee,  John  Chamberlin,  jr.,  Calvin  Waldo.  Xathaniel  Merri- 
man,  Major  Solomon  K.  Chamberlin,  Daniel  Boardman,  and  Abralmm 
Porter.  This  was  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Jennings,  and  tradi- 
tion preserves  a  conplet  regarding  it,  in  which  the  pastor  '*  met  his 
m.atch,"  and  without  which  no  old  Daltonian  would  consider  the  history 
of  the  town  comx^lete.  The  roof  of  tlie  cliurch  is  more  flat  than  wa.>> 
usual  and  the  steeple  higher.  Xathan  Torrey,  ''the  peasant-l)ard/'  of 
Hinsdale,  and  author  of  die  famous  ballad  of  '^The  Pesky  Sarpint  tluit 
bit  the  youth's  heel  on  Springheld  Mountain,''  was  asked  i)y  Mr.  Jen- 
nings for  a  verse  to  celebrate  the  erection  of  the  church,  and  he  gave 
this  : 

'•Flat  roof,  tall  steeple, 
Blind  guide.  i<.;-Tiorant  people.'' 

Mr.  Jennings  was  certainly  not  a  blind  guide,  nor  were  tlie  [)eop!^^  of 
Dalton  ignorant ;  but  the  jingle  of  the  rhyme  struck  the  popular  fancy 
wonderfully,  and  it  never  escaped  the  memory  of  any  Daltonians  ot*  the 
old  time. 

In  178G  Deacon  William  Williams  obtain^'d  from  his  father.  Col. 
Israel  Williams,  and  Deacon  Obadiali  Dickinson,  both  «^f  Hattield,  the 
gift  to  the  town  of  Lots  53  and  54,  embra<'ing -^^4  acres  (»f  land,  fr.r  tlu- 
use  OL  tliH  Congregational  church  and  soeiety.     In  tli.'  y^^ar  U^'iS.  by 
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permission  of  tlie  Lfgislatiu-e,  these  lots  were  sold  to  Lemuel  Ponieroy, 
of  Pittslield,  for  8'i,ij(-'0.  In  1810  the  town  voted  to  appropriate  this 
money  for  the  building  of  a  meeting  house  ;  but  finally  that  was  done 
by  tax,  and  the  money  received  from  tlie  sale  was  used  in  buying  a 
farm  of  seventy  acres  near  the  meeting  house  and  bnildiug  upon  it  a 
convenient  parson;jge,  which,  kept  in  good  repair  and  improved,  is  still 
in  use. 

In  the  year  1788  or  1789  Rev.  Samuel  Smith  preached  tlie  first  Meth- 
odist sermon  which  was  ever  heard  in  Dalton  or  its  vicinity.  Mr.  Smith 
was  an  itinerant  minisier  m  the  Albany  circuit,  wliich  in  its  imirieu'^^e  ter- 
ritory included  Bei'kshire  county.  In  the  southwest  corner  of  Dalton  and 
the  suurlieasr  corner  of  Pirrstield  there  has  long  been  what  is  knovvui  as 
the  Tracy  School  Di^rrict,  the  school  being  maintained  jointly  by  the  two 
towns.  It  is  remote  from  town  centers,  but  its  inhabitants  have  always 
been  people  of  intelligence  and  religious  character.  This  dist;rict  has  the 
honor  of  being  the  birthplace  of  Methodism  in  Central  and  Xorthern 
Berkshire.  Mi'.  Smith's  sermon  was  preached  at  the  house  of  Zebulon 
Ilerilck,  which  stood  very  nearly  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  Dalton 
and  close  to  the  Pittstield  line.  The  appointment  was  contiiraed  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Herrick  until  tlu3  ensuing  fall,  when  it  was  changed  to  that 
of  Nathan  Webb,  alxmt  a  third  of  a  mile  farther  west,  but  in  Pittstield. 
There  it  continued  for  several  years,  and  until  a  separate  appointment 
was  made  for  Dalton.  Soon  after  the  first  sermon  a  class  was  formed, 
which  included  residents  of  both  towns.  In  the  meantime  meetings  began 
to  be  held  and  a  class  was  formed  in  the  center  of  the  town,  where  it  re- 
ceived the  valuable  aid  of  Martin  Chamberlin,  wholiad  become  disaffected 
with  the  standing  oi'der.  Mr.  Chamberlin  entertroiied  the  itinerant  clergy, 
generously  insisting  that  they  should  make  his  house  their  home  when- 
ever they  came  to  town.  Meetings  were  held  at  his  house  in  winter,  and 
his  cider  mill  is  famous  in  tradition  as  the  ordinary  place  of  meetin.g  at 
other  seasons.  Those  meetings  are  remembered  witli  delight  by  those 
who  in  their  youth  took  part  in  tiiem,  and  it  is  told  uith  pride  tluit  a 
formal  ticket,  certifying  that  the  holder  was  a  memlnn-  of  the  <;'liurch,  in 
good  and  regular  standing,  was  required  for  admission  to  the  love  feasts 
in  the  old  mill.  Everything  was  done  Method-isticaliy  ;  nothing  without 
method,  or  disorderly. 

-In  May,  1804,  ^^The  Methodist  Religious  Society  of  Pittslield,  Han- 
cock, Dalton,  and  AVashington was  incorporated  with  the  following 
members  : 

Gideon  Allen,  Loyal  W.  Allen,  David  Ashley,  jr.,  Allen  Barnes,  Sol- 
omon Clark,  John  Clark,  Seth  Coe.  John  Diglitou.  (Oliver  Ihiller.  Ira 
Gaylord,  Robert  Green,  Leonard  GolY,  Enoch  Hubbard.  Elislia  Ilul-bar^l, 
Zadock  Hubbard,  Tlounas  Hubbai'd,  .\r;i1colm  Henry,  Nathaniel  Hub'oard, 
jr.,  Joshua  Luce,  Richard  Osborn,  William  Powers.  AVilliam  Kobfiis, 
Edwarri  Ro^)«M'rs,  <»^n..  Edward  R.^b-r'^.  jr.,  Aaion  Rol^oi'!-;.  AMr-ai  Kc't, 
Amasa  Smith,  Samuel  Stanton,  Xicliolt\s  Staiiton.    Kli^'hah^t  St»>V'a!<. 


652  HiSTOKr  OF  Berkshire  county. 

Jonathan  Stowe,  Lebbeiis  Webb,  Nathan  Webb,  sen.,  John  Ward,  Joshua 
Wliitney,  Joseph  Ward,  and  Josiah  Wright,  with  their  families  and 
estates. 

The  Legishirnre,  during  the  same  and  next  ensuing  sessions,  passed 
tliree  acts  supplementary  to  the  act  of  incorporation  and  favorable  to  the 
new  society  ;  providing,  among  other  things,  that  ])p]\sons  having  once 
become  members  should  continue  so  until  they  had  taken  the  prescribed 
measures  for  dissolving  their  connection.  Our  information  in  regard  to 
the  liistor}'  of  this  society  is  imperfect.  Its  charter  may  liave  lapsed,  for 
at  a  date  much  later  tlum  iS04  the  cattle  of.  Martin  Chamberlin  were 
seized  and  sold  for  the  tax  assessed  upon  him  for  the  support  of  tlie  town 
minister,  wliich  he  refused  to  pay.  But  on  the  other  liand,  Mr.  Cham- 
berlin may  have  refused  or  neglected  to  take  the  steps  prescri'oed  by  the 
hiw  to  relieve  himself  of  the  liability,  or  the  society  nuiy  have  neglected 
for- a  time  to  nuiintain  a  minister,  as  required  by  the  statute. 

Meetings,  however,  continued  to  be  held  in  the  school  house  which 
stood  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  town  hall.  Ilev.  Morris  Raynor 
tirst  preached  there.  Others  followed  him,  the  most  noted  being  Rev. 
Billy  rii})bard,  who  was  appointed  on  the  Pittsheld  circuit  in  1813,  and 
served  for  two  years,  except  a  few  months  while  ha  was  chaplain  of  the 
Berkshire  regiment  ^vhich  went  to  the  defense  of  Boston.  For  one  year, 
at  least,  he  preached  evei'y  alternate  Sunda}'  afternoon  at  Balton,  receiv- 
ing for  Ills  services  850,  which  was  raised  by  subscription  ;  the  subscribers 
being  relieved  by  law  frv.m  their  tax  for  the  support  of  the  Congrega- 
tional minister.  Mr.  Hibbard  preached  often  at  Balton,  both  before  and 
after  this  apx>ointment.  He  was  one  of  the  most  notable  men  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  county  and  of  his  church. 

Until  1840  Balton  was  only  a  society  in  the  large  circuit  to  which  ii 
belonged,  and  we  have  no  list  of  its  ministers,  but  it  must  have  been  well 
supplied,  as  in  1884  the  society  had  grown  so  as  to  be  able  to  build  a 
chuj'cli  edifice  at  a  cost  of  81,-100.  Griflin  Chamberlin  took  the  contract, 
but  the  builder  was  Charles  Marsh.  The  church  was  remodelled  in  18.")0, 
and  again  in  1809,  so  that  it  became  a  handsome  and  convenient  bnihl- 
ing,  with  the  necessary  class  and  lecture  rooms.  Rev.  T.  D.  Thompson, 
a  local  preacher,  and  also  a  carpenter,  worked  as  a  day  laborer  in  build- 
ing the  church,  remodelled  it  by  days'  works  in  18r)0,  and  lie  is  said  to 
have  lost  8.''00  by  contracting  to  rel)uild  it  in  1809.  A  parsommc  \\  as 
built  by  subscilption,  Henry  Chamberlin  giving  the  lot,  which  lu^  esti- 
mated to  be  equal  in  value  to  the  casli  subscribtions  of  eitluu'  David  Car- 
son or  John  Chamberlin,  who  gave  8'^'">0  each.  Cai)t.  A.  J^.  Chamberlin 
gave  8ir)0. 

The  tirst  Sunday  schojl  connected  with  this  church  was  organiztul  in 
182G  by  Grithn  Chand)erlin.  In  this  school  William  lvMin(\  allhn;jo-h 
only  fourteen  yeai's  ohl,  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Ciuimbeiliu,  who  was  his 
class  leader,  a  teacher  of  a  Sunday  school  elas.s,  amon^  wh^i-^e  mcml^'-is 
were  W.  W.  Carson,  since  mayor  of  Xewbiug,  X.  Y.;  Br.  A.  M.  8mith, 
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of  Pittsfield;  David  C.  Smith,  and  Henry  Chaniberlin.  of  DaUon.  In  la- 
ter years  .Afr.  Renne  gave       to  aid  in  founding  the  Sunday  school  libi-ary. 

Dnlton  was  niade  a  station  of  the  Methodist  church  in  1840,  since 
which  the  folluwing  preachers  have  been  located  there  :  ISiO,  E.  B.  Hub- 
bard and  Amos  Osborn  ;  1841,  Alfred  A.  Farr  ;  1842,  P.  B.  Stover,  Timo- 
thy Benedict ;  1843,  Asa  C.  Hand;  1844,  Lemuel  Stover;  1845,  AYilliarn 
F.  Hurd,  Isaac  Devoe,  E.  B.  Hoff  ;  1846,  P.  P.  Srowell,  J.  F.  Crowell  : 
1847-8,  Timothy  Benedict :  lS40-5(),  William  Griffin;  1851-2,  John  Bar- 
nard ;  1853,  ^Yilliam  P.  Gray  ;  1854.  H.  II.  Smith  ;  1855-6,  Albinus  John- 
son ;  1857-8,Egbert  H.  Foster;  1859-GO,  J.  Phillips;  18G1-2,  J.  M.  Ed- 
gerton  ;  1863-G,  B.  O.  Meeker  :  1867-8,  R.  F.  Wade  :  1869,  A.  Heath  ; 
1870-1,  H.  D.  Kimball :  1872,  Robert  Fox  ;  1873-4.  William  J.  Tilley  ; 
1875-7,  E.  A.  Blanchard  :  1878-80,  A.  F.  Bailey;  1881-3,  F.  G.  Rainey. 
Rev.  Ml'.  Johnson  died  during  his  pastorate  in  Dalton. 

There  is  a  local  tradition  thac  a  niission  of  the  Catholic  church  was 
established  at  Dalr.jii  at  abonr  the  same  time  with  that  at  Pitcsheld.  but 
this  must  have  originated  in  the  memory  of  some  temporary  services 
performed  by  priests  sent  out  from  Springfield,  to  minister  to  the  spirit- 
ual wants  of  members  of  theii'  faith  employed  in  the  construction  of  the 
Western  Railroad  through  the  town  in  1841-2.  The  mission  at  Pittsfield. 
which  resulted  in  the  building  of  St.  Joseph's  Church  in  1843,  v/as  begun 
in  1841.  and  for  many  yeai's  included  all  Berkshire  county. 

Previous  to  1861  Catholics  in  Dalton,  if  possible,  made  arrangements 
with  their  employers  to  be  conveyed  to  Pittsfield  on  alternate  Sundays, 
and  many  of  those  who  could  not  effect  this,  women  as  well  as  men. 
showed  the  earnestness  of  their  faith  by  walking  several  miles  to  church, 
and  on  days  of  special  devotion  even  in  inclement  weather. 

As  the  Catholic  population  increased,  Rev.  Edward  Purcell,  who  had 
become  pastor  of  St.  Joseph's  Church  in  1854,  in  1861  recognized  the  ne- 
cessities of  those  under  his  spiritual  jurisdiction  in  this  locality,  by  estab- 
lishing a  mission  which  was  attended  by  himself  and  his  associates  at  Sr. 
Joseph's  Church  until  1873,  when  it  was  attached  to  the  church  at 
Hinsdale. 

Services  were  held  in  private  houses  and  scho;)l  houses  u.ntil  the 
buildino'  of  the  town  hall  in  1861. 

Notwithstanding  the  services  of  the  mission,  a  large  portion  (^f  the 
Catholic  population  of  Dalton  continued  to  attend  church  at  Pittsfield. 
until  the  winter  of  1882-3,  when  St.  Agnes  Church  was  completed  and 
consecrated.  This  is  a  wooden  buiilding  of  graceful  architecture,  and 
with  an  interior  of  exceptional  beauty  :  the  fi'esc.jing  being  especially 
admired.  D  has  a  seating  capacity  of  650.  but  the  congregation  numl>ers 
848;  The  cost  was  Sl7.o0;).  Tlie  Protestant  gentlemen  of  the  town 
showed  their  good  will  l)y  lib-ual  conti-ibiitions.  Ciau^'  Brorliers  gave 
81,000,  Carson  &  Brown  prescnt»^d  the  site,  and  Ibui.  I'yron  Weston 
donated  a  tiiie  bell. 

About  1840  a  town  hall  was  luiilt,  on  the  cornei  of  what  are  ii>»w 
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North  and  Main  streets.  It  was  a  wooden  buildino-,  and  was  of  a  size 
sufficient  for  all  tlie  needs  of  the  town  at  that  time.  The  i30])ulation  of 
the  town  ontgrew  the  csipacity  of  this  buildi^ig,  and  in  ISGD  it  was  moved 
away  and  converted  into  dwellings.  In  that  year  the  i:)resent  town  h.all 
was  ei-ected,  on  the  same  site,  at  a  cost  of  88,000.  it  is  also  a  wooden 
building,  and  on  the  ground  floor  are  tlie  selectmen's  office,  the  library 
rooms,  and  a  large  school  roojii.  The  second  story  is  occupied  by  a 
public  hall. 

In  1852  R.  A.  L.  Cla.rk,  Dr.  Henry  Frye,  Thomas  and  William  Car- 
son, S.  M.  Dnan.  Henry  C'.irtis,  Cyrus  W.  Cleveland,  J.  B.  and  Z.  M. 
Crane,  O.  B.  Hayes,  Granville  Weston,  and  Franklin  Weston  foi-med  a 
voluntary  association  and  contril)iued  funds  for  the  establishment  of  a 
library.  They  purclmsed  300  vohimes,  and  placed  them  in  a  room  in  the 
town  hall.  The  next  year  the  town  aided  the  a.ssociation  to  the  extent  of 
$2(H».  From  time  to  time  afterward  the  town  nrade  donations  varying  in 
amount,  and  gifts  were  received  from  individuals  who  recognizf^d  the  ben- 
efits of  the  enterprise. 

It  has  had  a  prosperous  existence  and  it  now  has  about  1,200  volumes. 
It  is  opened  weekly  for  the  issue  of  these  books,  and  many  in  the  com- 
munity avail  tliemselves  of  it. 

The  present  officers  of  the  association  are  :  James  Reed,  president  ; 
James  B.  Lawrence,  vice-president  ;  A.  G-.  Reed^  secretary  ;  Albert  David- 
son, treasurer;  Harvey  Hill,  auditor;  James  B.  Lawrence,  librarian,  and 
Harry  Parker,  assistant  librarian. 

It  is  contemplated  to  procure  an  act  of  incorporation  making  it  a  free 
town  library,  and  to  enlarge  it. 

DALTOX  WATER  WORKS  AXD  FIRE  DISTRICT.* 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  town  of  Dalton  duiing  the  ten  years  prior 
to  1883  led  many  of  its  citizens  to  think  that  something  should  be  done 
to  give  the  village  a  better  supply  of  water.  Every  owner  of  a  residence 
and  every  manufactui-er  could  readily  see  that  the  few  wells  would  not 
much  longer  supply  the  increasing  demand  on  them.  They  were  steadily 
becoming  lower  during  summer,  and  some  of  them  quite  dry.  The  arti- 
ficial reservoirs  or  cisterns  could  not  be  kept  hlled,  and  the  water  they 
contained  was  impure  and  unhealthy.  The  rapid  increase  of  dwellings, 
naills,  and  other  buildings  necessitated  l)ettei'  facilities  for  protection 
against  fire,  which  might  at  any  time  sweep  away  a  hirge  part  of  the  vil- 
lage, with  the  inadequate  means  in  existence  foi-  extinguishing  contlagra- 
tions.  These  considerations  led  Lieut.  Gov.  Weston  and  some  of  the 
other  leading  and  most  entei-prising  citizens  to  examine^  and  ascertain  if 
a  supply  of  pure  water  could  be  brought  into  the  phu'e.  'I'liey  clindnnl 
the  hills  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  examined  the  fountain  heads 
of  the  various  brooks.  They  watched  them  through  several  dry  seasons 
to  ascertain  which  would  ])e  most  likely  to  alYord  a  pt^vmanent  supply. 
"  By  William  B.  Clark. 
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They  oonsiderecl  tlie  places  best  adapted  for  a  reserroir  In  viovv  of  tlieir 
height  and  the  requisite  pressure  of  t'lie  water  on  the  pipes.  After  con- 
sultation among  tlie  citizens  it  was. agreed  that  the  two  best  streams  for 
the  puj'pose  wer^  tlie  Egy])t  and  tlie  Cleveland  Brooks.  A  chemical 
analysis  was  made  of  the  water  in  these  streams,  and  it  was  found  that 
the  water  of  the  Egypt  Brook  was  the  most  nearly  pure,  and  as  it  af- 
forded an  abundant  supply,  and  the  fall  was  ample  it  was  determined  to 
use  it. 

At  a  town  meeting  on  the  3.1th  of  February,  18S4,  it  was  resolved  to 
organize  a  hre  district.  A  charter  was  gi'anted  by  the  Legislature  April 
7th,  1884,  and  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month  the  town  voted  to  accept  it. 
The  disti'ict  embraces  a  territory  along  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
about  a  mile  in  width  by  two  and  one  half  miles  in  length. 

The  construction  of  the  v\-ater  works  was  coinmenced  in  the  spring  of 
1884,  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  vrater  was  introduced  in  the 
mains. 

The  dam  and  gate  house  were  built  by  Dwyer  Brothers,  of  Dalton. 
The  reservoir,  trenching,  laying  of  pipes,  etc.,  were  done  by  the  advice 
and  undei-the  personal  supervision  of  the  water  commissioners. 

The  reservoir  is  two  miles  north  from  the  village,  and  it  has  a  capac- 
ity for  3,2oO,()00  gallons.  It  is  255  feet  higher  thari  the  bridge  across  the 
the  Houeatonic  at  the  center  of  the  village,  thus  giving  a  pressure  that 
obviates  all  necessity  for  fire  engines. 

More  than  14,000  feet  of  ten-inch  pipe  have  been  laid,  and  22,000  feet 
of  pipe  of  smaller  sizes.  Thirty-two  hydrants  have  been  set,  and  the 
district  is  provided  with  three  hose  carriages,  each  with  300  htindred  feet 
of  hose  and  the  necessar\'  attachments. 

It  is  noteworth}^  that  the  estimated  cost  of  these  work  vras  s^'^O.OOO, 
and  the  actual  cost  only  846,014.47. 

The  officers  of  the  fire  district  from  the  first  have  been  :  AV.  B.  Chirk, 
clerk;  John  D.  Carson,  treasurer;  Z.  Crane,  jr.,  Byron  AVeston,  Abel 
Kittredge,  pi-udential  committee;  C.  Glennon.  W.  M,  Crane,  A.  E.  Cham- 
berlin,  water  commissioners. 
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TowTs  OF  D ALTON  {concluded). 

The  Paper  Maiiiifactiire.— Zeuas  Crane,  the  Pioneer  Manufactm-er.— The  Second  ^[ill  and 
David  Carson. — The  Crane  Mills  and  their  Owners. — The  Byron  Weston  ^^ill;^  and  the 
Weston  Family. — The  Weston  Artesian  AVelis. — AYoolen  3Ianufactare  in  Dalton. — Other 
Manufactures. — D,  H.  Tower. 


IX  iJaltoTi,  as  elsewhere,  the  opening  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  the 
beginning-  of  a  new  era.  Elsewhere  it  was  marked  b}'  changes  in 
political  affairs,  in  modes  of  thought,  and  by  the  passing  away  of  the 
old — the  coming  of  the  new — in  many  phases  of  life.  In  Dal  ton  the 
change,  scarcely  perceptible  at  the  time,  consisted  in  the  introduction 
into  the  town  and  the  county  of  the  paper  manufactui'e,  which  has  since 
brought  fame  and  fortune  to  both.  The  pioneer  in  this  work  was  Zenas 
Crane,  the  founder  of  a  family  of  noted  and  successiul  [laper  manufa*'- 
turers. 

Zenas  Crane  was  born  May  9th,  1777.  The  liome  of  his  father,  Ste- 
phen Crane,  was  in  that  part  of  Canton,  Xorfolk  county,  which  lies  very 
near  the  site,  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Milton,  on  which  the  first  paper 
mill  in  Massachusetts  was  built,  in  1730.  The  struggles  aud  fortunes  of 
the  infant  manufacturer  were  well  fitted  to  intere>(,  aud  fveu  t«>  excite, 
the  imagination  of  an  intelligent  and  quick-witted  Xew  England  youth. 
Stephen  Crane,  jr.,  learned  the  art  of  paper  making  in  tlie  Mibon  mill, 
and  established  himself  in  the  business  at  Xewton.  It  doos  iiot  a[^pear 
that  his  .younger  brother,  Zenas,  received  any  definite  instruction  at  .\[il- 
ton  in  the  "art  and  mystery"  which  became  his  life  work,  and  t!i:it  of 
his  children  and  his  children's  cliildren  ;  but  it  goes  without  ^ayiiig  tiuit 
a  bright  lad  could  not  have  lived  so  neai*  a  peculiarly  fascin:iting  manu- 
facture in  which  bis  brother  was  at  work  without  g:iining  a  tol(>rably  ac- 
curate notion  of  it. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  time  i-une  foi'  him  to  choi^-**  hisrnii>loy- 
ment  for  life,  he  repaired  to  his  biotlu^'s  mill,  in  Newi.m,  wli.Te  he 
learned  tlie  i-uditrnrnts  of  pap*^r  itmking,  aii<l  tli.'U  went  tt.  \\  orcfstcr, 
whon3  he  liuislipd  his  business  education  in  the  fiiill  of  (uMi.aal  Ihirbar.k, 
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a  seveie  and  exacting,  but  very  competent  mnster,  from  whose  instruc- 
tion he  pi'otited  i>oth  in  skill  and  discipline.  Naturally  of  an  independ- 
ent disposiiion.  Ids  jirst  srep,  after  this,  was  to  seek  a  proper  location  on 
Avhich  to  set  up  a  paper  mill  for  himself.  This  was  a  much  simpler  oper- 
ation than  it  would  now  be,  in  some  respects,  but  a  more  difficult  one  in 
others.  Some  of  the  requisites  for  a  proper  location  must  exist  as  long 
as  the  laws  of  nature  endure  ;  others  depend  upon  the  tiuctuations  of 
population  and  trade,  and  the  jjrogress  of  invention.  The  recjuirements 
for  paj'er  manufacture,  sorne  of  which  have  passed  away  foi'ever,  were  in 
the  year  ISoOas  wu  shall  state  tiiem.  There  must  be  water  power  suffi- 
cient to  drive  the  engine,  but  easdy  controllable.  No  such  tremendous 
power  as  is  now  used  at  Holyoke  .and  otlier  grerit  falls  couhl  then  be  man- 
aged ;  and  even  now  it  is  no  more  effective,  to  say  the  least,  for  tlie  best 
work,  than  that  on  a  smaller  stream.  The  purest  water,  in  abundance, 
for  cleansing  the  rags  and  preparing  the  pulp,  was  absolutely  indispensa- 
ble ii^Y  Tuaking  tlie  best  class  of  paper.  Cheap  l?ind  in  the  midst  of  a 
region  which  v.ould  supply  food  at  low  rates,  and  also  alTord  a  market 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  product  of  the  mill,  was  a  prime 
requisite. 

Much  of  this  is  now  changed.  The  home  markets,  although  they 
supply  more  material  and  take  more  of  the  manufactured  goods  than 
ever  before,  have  become  comparatively  of  small  consequence.  Most  of 
the  rags  used  in  tlie  large  manufactories  of  Berkshire  are  now  brought 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth — often  from  the  slums  of  London,  Xew  York, 
and  Constantinople;  and  even  from  the  catacombs  of  Egypt,  where  tliey 
have  shrouded  mummies  for  3,000  years.  Their  paper  is  sent  to  tlie  great 
markets  of  the  world.  Each  mill  can  now  select  its  specialty,  and  per- 
fect itself  in  the  machinery  and  skill  needful,  always  sure  that  some- 
where in  the  wide  world  there  will  be  a  market  for  tlie  best  goods  which 
it  can  make. 

Unfortunately  for  the  earh^  mannfacturers,  the  reverse  of  this  con- 
tinued to  be  true  long  after  the  year  ISOO.  For  years  after  that  date  each 
little  mill  gathered  its  rags  from  a  small  circuit  immediately  around  it- 
self, and  depended  largely  upon  the  same  region  as  a  market  for  its 
goods.  So  far  as  it  had  the  skill  and  means  it  made  all  the  different 
grades  of  writing,  printing,  and  wrapping  paper,  as  the  local  market  for 
the  moment  seemed  to  demand.  The  proprietors  vrere  compelled  to  turn 
theii-  hands  to  anything  which  would  bring  present  pay,  however  nuich 
frequent  changes  hindered  general  j)rogress. 

It  was  with  a  fair  knowledge  of  this  and  other  diihculties  whiidi  lay  in 
his  path  that  young  Zenas  Crane  mounted  his  horse  at  Worcester  in  the 
summer  of  1700,  and  rode  westward  in  seandi  of  a  sit»^  up^ui  which  to  buihl 
his  mill  and  his  fortunes.  At  Springheld  ho  found  tlh^  paper  null  founded 
by  Eieazer  Wright,  i)robably  ]U'ior  to  17S7.  ami  afterwanl  made  famt>us 
by  David  Anius  Sons.  Beyond  chat  ilaae  \\  a'>  m>  mill  id*  this  cla>.s  until 
the  Hudson  Iliver  was  reached;  none  southward  abo\  e  Southern  C^ii 
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necticut,  nor  on  the  north  except  in  Central  Vermont.  Nearly  in  the 
center  of  this  large  region,  unoccupied  by  any  of  his  craft,  Mr.  Cnme 
found  a  site  in  which  were  combined  all  the  requisites  which  could  be  de- 
sired for  his  purpose.  It  was  not  far  from  the  center  of  the  town  of  Dal- 
ton  and  of  Berlvshire  county.  Rere,  in  a  narrow  romantic  gorge  or  glen, 
was  a  waterfall  upon  the  east  brancli  of  the  Housatonic  Riv^er,  which  has 
since  been  made  a  ] tower  of  far  greater  capacity  than  Zenas  Crane  ever 
expected  to  demand  of  it.  This,  however,  was  at  that  time  of  compara- 
tively snmll  consideration.  Waterfalls  were  abundant  in  those  days,  and 
not  costly. 

There  was  another  point,  and  the  most  essential  one,  in  which  this 
location  and  all  others  in  Pal  ton  are  unrivaled.  The  vvdiole  eastern  slope 
of  the  Dal  ton  valley,  as  well  as  most  of  its  bottom  and  much  of  its  other 
surrou}]dings,  is  geologically  a  pui'ely  silicious  formation  out  of  which 
gush  innumerable  springs,  as  free  from  any  injuiious  mineral  combination 
as  natural  water  ever  is.  The  most  eminent  chemists,  after  analysis  as 
strict  as  it  is  possible  1-or  them  to  nmke,  i^ronouuce  the  water,  even  in  its 
mountain  lakelets  and  in  the  streamlets  vrhich  dash  down  its  mountain 
side,  as  near  an  approach  to  chemically  pure  distilled  water  as  nature' 
ever  gives  us.  The  adjoining  town  of  Pittsfield  now  prides  itself  upon 
receiving  its  water  supply  from  these  crystal  hills  instead  of  drinking 
from  its  own  iron  and  lime  impregnated  wells. 

In  1799  the  peculiar  qualities  of  different  waters  had  attracted  little 
general  attention  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  Zenas  Crane  did  not  forget  so 
important  an  element  in  his  calculations,  for  he  needed  to  go  but  five 
miles  fu.rther  west  to  tind,  in  Pittstield,  equally  good  water  power,  in  a 
location  a  little  more  conveiiient  to  his  markets,  and  in  a  community  then 
just  awakening  to  the  home  value  of  manufacturing  enterprise,  and  eager 
to  aid  any  reasonable  project  in  that  direction;  but  the  water  there  was 
loaded  with  deleterious  substances,  fatal  to  paper  making. 

But.even  in  other  respects  the  locality  was  favorable  to  his  venture. 
Dalton  had  then  a  population  of  900,  more  than  half  living  within  its 
present  limits;  the  county  of  Berkshire  had  34, (XH),  while  a  prosperous 
section  of  Hampshire  lay  nearer  to  Dalton  than  to  Springfield.  Outside 
the  State  the  nearest  rival  mills  were  at  Hartford,  Troy,  and  B.Miuington. 
It  might  well  have  been  expected  that  a  region  indicated  by  these  limits, 
especially  as  it  had  two  newspapers,  would  furnish  material  for  and  ab- 
sorb the  product  of  a  one  vat  paper  null,  leaving  but  little  to  seek  in  a 
wider  market  by  way  of  Albany. 

The  cost  of  living  in  Dalton  vras  small,  and  workmen  liad  tew  temp- 
tations to  extraordinary  expenditures,  except  in  the  many  taverns,  the 
seductions  ot  which  indeed  were  suthciently  potent. 

Such  was  the  location  which,  in  tlie  summer  of  1799,  Zenas  Crane  se- 
lected for  the  first  papei-  mill  in  Mas.^achusetts,  west  of  the  Connecticut 
River;  a  section  in  which  some  of  tlie  ))est  pap.-r  iu  the  w(u-ld  is  now 
made,  and  more  iu  one  hour  than  one  of  the  early  mills  could  supply  in 
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a  year.  The  mill,  however,  was  not  actnally  built  until  the  spring  of 
1801,  as  appears  from  the  following  curious  advertisement  in  the  Piil.s- 
field  Sun  of  February  8th  in  that  year  : 

"  Americans! 

*'  Encourage  your  own  Manufactories,  and  they  will  Improve. 

Ladies,  save  your  RAGS. 

"  As  the  subscribers  have  it  in  contemplation  to  erect  a  PAPER  MILL  in  Dal- 
ton,  the  ensuing  spring;  and  the  business  bei'ng  very  beneficial  to  the  community  at 
large,  tliey  flatter  thonseives  that  they  shall  meet  wiili  due  encouragement.  And 
that  every  woman,  who  has  the  good  of  her  country  and  the  interests  of  her  own 
family  at  heart,  v.-ill  patronize  them  by  saving  her  rags,  and  sending  them  to  their 
Manufactory,  or  to  the  nearest  Storekeeper,  for  which  the  Subscribers  will  give  a 
generous  Price, 

Henry  Vv'iswell, 

J  .■  "  Zenas  Crane. 

"  John  Willard. 

"Worcester,  Feb.  Sth,  iSoi." 

In  the  interval  Mr  Crane  was  probal^ly  engaged  in  securing  means  or 
partners  in  his  woj'k.  Of  the  parlnei's  who  signed  the  advertisement 
only  one,  however,  finally  took  part  in  the  enterprise,  John  Vvillard  giv- 
ing place  to  Daniel  Gilbert. 

The  site  belouged  to  Martin  Chamberlin,  who  seems  to  have  been  a 
cautious  man,  for  ho  was  so  doubtful  of  the  practicability  or  of  the  per- 
severance of  the  young  projectors,  that  he  would  give  only  an  oral  per- 
mission to  build  and  try,''  with  the  promise  of  a  sale  when  the  thing 
should  be  done.''  The  deed  was  given  December  25th,  1801,  and  con- 
veyed to  Henry  Wiswell,  Zenas  Crane,  and  Daniel  Gilbert,  fourteen  acres 
-  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  rods  of  land,  together  with  a  paper  mill  and 
appendages  thereon  standing,  for  the  consideration  of  si 9-1 ;  a  fair  price 
for  the  land  and  water  privilege  as  values  then  were. 

^*  The  thing  had  been  done."  The  buildiug  erected  was  a  ime  vat 
mill,  its  main  part  being  two  stories  high,  the  uj)per  being  used  as  a  dry- 
ing loft.  It  had  a  daily  capacity  of  twenty  ''posts.''  A  post  was  a  hun- 
.  dred  and  twenty-five  sheets  of  paper  ;  the  size  in  this  case  being  folio  tor 
printing  paper  and  foolscap  for  wriiing.  By  weight  the  daily  product 
varied  from  100  to  125  pounds. 

The  skilled  workmen  employed  were  an  engineer  at  s3  ]»er  week,  a 
vat  man  and  coucher  at  83.50  each.  One  additional  workman  and  two 
girls  at  seventy-five  cents  each  per  week,  and  a  lay  boy  at  sixty  cents,  all 
boarded,  were^dso  required.  What  Mr.  Crane  received  as  snperintend- 
entand  general  manager  we  do  not  know,  but  a  few  years  later  his  part- 
ners allowed  him  80  a  week. 

The  prospecting  joiirney  of  Zenas  Crane,  in  170'.),  was  almost  exactly 
coincideiir  ^\  irh  tlu;  experiments  Ul  France  and  Scotland  which  led  to  the 
invention  of  the  Fourdrinier  machine  and  the  introduction  of  chUn-ide  of 
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lime  ill  bleaching  :  but  it  was  several  years  before  those  improvements 
were  perfected  :tnd  generally  adopted  ;  many  before  they  began  to  be 
adopted  in  America.  In  the  meantime  paper  was  made  by  the  old  hand 
])rocess,  and  what  bleaching  the  rags  got  was  before  they  became  rags. 
The  quality  of  rhe  papfH-  de|)ended  much  upon  the  care  wiMi  which  the 
rags  were  sorted,  and  in  hasty  work  this  was  little  enough,  as  i  he  varie- 
gated tints  of  old  newspaper  tiles  abundantly  attest.  Dyed  rags  could  not 
be  used  at  all,  except  ia  making  wrapping  paper.  Those  dyed  vrith  indigo 
were,  however,  treasui'ed  up  to  make  tobacco  wra|)pers  ;  the  dealers  re- 
jecting all  paper  nuide  from  others  and  dyed  in  the  making.  They  prob- 
ably fancied  that  it  aJfected  the  ilavor  of  their  goods. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  American  paper  manufacture,  from  the  time 
the  bell-man  with  his  cart  went  through  the  streets  of  Boston,  in  1769, 
begging  the  ladies  to  save  their  rags  and  sell  them  to  hiai  to  be  made  into 
paper  at  Milton,  there  was  always  more  or  less  difficulty  in  obtaining 
them,  until  the  great  wholesale  importation  and  trade  was  organized. 
This  difficulty  diminished,  how  ever,  as  the  tin  pedler  in  his  rounds  taught 
the  New  England  housewives  the  thrift  that  lay  in  saving  materials  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  consider  worthless,  but  which  they  now 
found  could  be  converted  into  paper  more  valuable  than  the  ''rag 
money"  of  many  banks.  But  in  Berkshire,  at  least,  it  was  not  the 
tin  pedler.  but  the  post  rider  who  gave  the  first  lessons  in  this  now  uni- 
versal frugaliry.  In  IS"!  there  were  but  seven  post  offices  in  Berkshire, 
and  not  a  dozen  within  thirty  miles  of  Dal  ton  in  any  direction.  These 
were  in  what  were  called  jjost  towns,  and  all  the  mail  matter  of  the  whole 
region  was  sent  to  them  ;  no  i:>rovision  being  made  by  government  for  its 
further  distribution.  A  system  of  post  riders  therefore  sprang  up,  in- 
stituted either  by  tlie  riders  themselves,  the  publishers  of  newspapers,  or 
other  enterprising  parties.  They  took  the  mail  matter  from  the  post  of- 
fice., and,  each  on  his  own  route,  delivered  it  at  the  doors  of  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  They  also  did  much  of  the  work  of  the  modern  ex- 
press companies,  in  carrying  parcels  and  as  media  for  minor  traffic.  A 
large  part  of  their  business  was  done  as  agents  for  newspaper  publishers. 
There  Avas  little  money  in  circulation,  either  in  the  form  of  coin  or  bank 
notes.  Barter  was  the  ordinary  mode  of  trade,  supplemented  by  a  sys- 
tem of  reci})rocal  credits  under  wluch  balances  were,  or  were  supp()sed  to 
be,  adjusted  at  stated  intervals.  The  post  rider,  therefore,  who  at  other 
seasons  made  his  rounds  on  horseback,  in  winter  ])ruught  out  his  sleigh 
to  transport  the  produce  in  which  he  received  his  newspaper  subscriptions 
and  other  dues.  Of  these,  paper  rngs  soon  came  to  be  a  very  i>ulky  por- 
tion. The  sui)ply  was.  however,  uncertain  ;  and  a  dearth  of  the  best 
materia]  often  cramped  the  mills. 

The  early  paper  make]"  in  Berkshire  had  still  another  difficulty  to 
encounter.  Even  when  there  was  a  fall  supply  of  well  sorted  r:u:s,  much 
depended  upon  the  skill  nnd  ch:ira<'t«u-  of  rlu'  woi-kmnn—n  v.-ry  umN^r- 
tain  quauiity.     Paper  mill  w(.u'ku]en  were  much  given  in  rlm^e  d;iy^  to 
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tramping.  They  came  along,  one  by  one,  English,  Scotch,  sonietinies 
American,  seeking  a  job,  wliicli  was  given  them  if  they  were  needed.  If 
not.  they  got  siip})er,  lodging,  and  breakfast,  for  which  they  madt;  such 
return  as  they  could,  if  there  was  o])portunit3'  for  any,  and  went  on  rhr^ir 
way  after  ]-eceiving  a  dram  ot  spirits  ;  for  this  was  long  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  temperance  reformation.  If  tliere  was  work  for  them  they 
remained  while  it  lasted,  or  until  the  spirit  of  restlessness  took  them 
away.  There  was  great  diversity  in  tlieir  skill,  and  also  in  their  cajxicity 
for  exercising  it  at  dillerent  times.  All  this  vras,  of  course,  troublesome 
and  vexatious  to  the  early  paper  manufacrurer,  and  was  in  strong  con- 
tiast  to  the  present  system  of  trained  v\'orkmen  under  competent  o^^er- 
seers. 

Another  source  of  much  anxiety  and  frequent  loss  was  the  variable 
character  of  the  markets,  which  it  was  more  difficult  to  meet,  as  it  took 
weeks  to  perforni  the  work  which  the  x^i'ogress  of  invention  now  renders 
it  possible  to  do  in  a  few  hours,  wdiile  the  market  is  much  more  stable 
than  in  the  old  times. 

Under  difficulties  and  disadvantages  such  as  these,  Zenas  Crane  con- 
ducted until  1807  the  business  of  the  mill,  which,  with  its  successors  on 
the  same  site,  has  won  a  national  reputation  as  the  "Old  Berkshire.'' 
In  1807  he  sold  his  undivided  third  part  to  his  partner.  Henry  Wiswell, 
the  payment  being  secured  by  mortgage.  Wiswell  seems  to  have  been  a 
well  skilled  paper  maker,  but,  like  many  other  manufacturers  of  that 
day,  was  addicted  to  habits  which  impaired  his  business  ability  ;  so  that 
the  affairs  of  the  mill  soon  became  involved,  and  it  was  sold  under  the 
mortgage  or  on  execution.  It  then  passed  rapidly  through  several  hands, 
but  Wisweirs  knowledge  of  the  art  seemed  still  to  have  kept  him  the 
principal  manager.  In  September,  1S12,  the  owners  were  David  Camp- 
bell, an  enterprising  Pit  tsheld  capitalist,  and  Daniel  Eoardman,  a  well- 
to-do  Dalton  farmer.  They  contracted  with  AYiswell  for  his  services  as 
foreman  "at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  week  for  each  and  every  week  in 
which  he  is  employed  as  foreman,  and  no  more."  They  also  agreed  to 
kee^p  the  mill  in  good  repair.  Wiswell  on  his  part  agreed  to  so  conduct 
the  business  that  it  should  yield  the  proiuierors  *'  so  much  manufactured 
stock  and  other  materials  from  time  to  time  as  will  be  equal  on  a  fair  ap- 
praisement, to  a  clear  net  profit  over  and  above  the  capital  employed  "  of 
eighty  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  for  each  month.  Under  this  con- 
tract the  mill  went  on  for  some  years  with  such  success  as  to  encourage 
further  effort. 

The  second  paper  mill  in  the  county  was  built  at  Lee,  in  ISOi),  by 
Samuel  Church.  The  third  in  Berkshire,  and  the  second  in  Dalton  was 
built  by  Joseph  Chamberlin  in  1800.  It  wm«^  locatt-d  uj.on  a  water  priv- 
ilege equally  good  with  that  of  the  lirsr  mill  and  aboiir  an  t-i--!itli  of  a 
mi?-;  further  down  the  stream.  The  site  was  owned  by  Martin  ("iiaml.-M  - 
lin,  who  retained  !us  old  cautious  hal)its,  and,  noi  iiniil  "flif  rhiiii:-  was 
done,"  sold  to  David  Carson,  Joseph  Chamberlin,  and  Henry  Wisa^Il 
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"Thirteen  acres  and  seventy-two  roJ.s  of  land  on  whicli  was  sitnated  tlie 
saw  mill.'*  The  mill  was  started  in  the  fall  of  1809  by  the  lirni  of  Car- 
son, Chamberlin  &  Wiswell.  Mr.  Wiswell  did  not  discontinue  his  con- 
nection with  the  old  mill  and  the  chief  manager  of  the  new  enterprise 
was  David  Carson. 

Mr.  Carson,  wlio  was  destined  to  play  a  large  part  in  the  business  of 
the  towQ  and  county,  had  come  to  Dalton  in  the  previous  summer,  very 
opportunely  for  the  undertaking  in  which  he  engaged,  if  not  with  an  ex- 
press view  to  it.  He  was  a  young  paper  maker,  w^ell.  skilled  in  his  art 
and  of  rare  business  ability  otherwise,  as  was  shown  in  a  long  life  of 
almost  uniform  success.  He  was  well  fitted  to  carry  to  the  front  any 
business  of  which  he  assumed  the  lead,  and  his  memory  is  still  honored 
in  the  highest  financial  circles  of  Western  Massachusetts.  He  was  born 
at  Albany  in  1783,  of  Scotch  X)arentage,  and  it  should  be  mentioned  here 
that  Miss  Margaret  Green,  of  Dalton,,  whom  he  manied  in  1810,  was  of 
the  same  honorable  lineage  and  a  near  relative  of  General  Ts^athaniei 
Green,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 

Mr.  Carson  leai'ued  the  art  of  x>^iper  making  in  the  mill  of  Hector 
Craig,  a  Scotch  manufacturer  at  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  but  in  1801,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  he  went  to  Worcester,  where  he  woi'ked  as  a  journeyman, 
and  doubtless  heard  of  what  had  been  done  in  Berkshire  by  those  who 
had  gone  thither  from  that  town.  In  August,  1809,  he  went  to  Dalton, 
and  worked  in  the  old  mill  while  the  new  one  was  buikling.  In  this  he 
retained  the  management  until,  in  1810,  he  sold  his  interest  in  it  to  Zenas 
Crane. 

In  1812  he  bought  Daniel  Gilbert's  interest  in  the  first  mill,  and  in 
1816  became  its  sole  owner.  His  sons,  Thomas  G.  and  William  AV.,  were 
associated  with  him  as  they  attained  their  majority,  and  under  their 
management  the  mill  grew  in  its  capacity,  both  for  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  its  work,  until  it  secui'ed  a  national  reputation  for  its  w  riting 
papers  which  brought  fame  and  fortune  to  its  owners.  All  tliis  of  course 
implies  a  vast  extension  of  the  works  from  the  little  one  vat  atlair  of  ISrU, 
before  it  was  sold,  xipril  1st,  1867,  to  Charles  0.  Brown,  of  Dalton,  Getnge 
T.  Plfinkett,  of  Hinsdale,  and  Lewis  J.  Powers,  of  Springfield,  who  or- 
ganized as  a  corporation  in  whicli  they  were  afterward  joined  by  other 
corporators. 

In  1853  David  Carson  was  chosen  the  first  president  of  the  Pittsfield 
Bank,  and  removed  to  Pittsfield  soon  afterward.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  that  town,  Septeml)er  20th,  1858,  but  was  buried  in  the  Dalton 
Cemetery.  In  1863  his  son,  Thomas  G.,  removed  to  P)oston,  whei  e  he  en- 
gaged successfully  in  commercial  and  nuiuufacturiug  enterprises.  In 
1867  William  W.  Carson  purchased  the  famous  Downing  LMac(\"  at 
Newburgh  on.  the  Hudson,  and  remo\'ed  t(»  that  city,  of  which  lit'  was 
soon  chosen  mayor.  David  Carson  had  pi't'sented  his  son,  David  ]).,  on 
his  twtjnty-first  birthday,  witli  a  well  e(pii[)ped  paper  mill  in  the  same 
place. 
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The  ''Old  Berkshire'"  liad  ])een  in  operation  for  nearly  three  quar- 
ters of  a  century,  and  had  grown  from  the  little  old-time  one- vat  mill" 
uf  the  humblest  proportions  and  the  smallest  product  to  a  concern  which 
sent  out  2,o0<)  pounds  per  day  of  the  finest  linen  writing  and  ledger 
X^aper,  when,  on  the  morning  of  December  7th,  1872,  it  was  totally  de- 
stroyed by  lire.  It  was,  however,  rebuilt  in  1873-4,  on  a  much  more 
liberal  scale  ;  the  building  being  spacious  and  tlie  machinery  tlie  l)esL  that 
could  be  ol)tained  for  the  manufacture  of  the  choice  pax>ers  which  were 
its  specialty.  It  was  built  and  equii:>ped  under  the  sole  superintendence 
of  Mr.  Brown,  and  when  completed  w^as  pronounced  by  experts  to  be  the 
model  paper  mill  in  the  country.  ^  The  members  of  the  stock  company 
wliich  owns  it  in  1885  are  the  legitimate  representatives  of  the  men  who 
founded  it  in  the  early  years  of  the  century,  and  fought  the  early  battles 
of  the  paper  n]anufacture  in  Berkshire.  The  president  is  Charles  0. 
Brown,  who  was  born  at  Windsor  in  1827,  being  the  son  of  Deacon  A. 
Brown,  who  soc^n  cirfterward  removed  to  Dalton.  He  commenced  lii^  life 
as  a  paper  maker  with  Zenas  Crane  &  Sons,  in  the  "Old  Red  "  milk  and 
changed  from  that  to  the  "Old  Berkshire,"  which  he  left  in  1854,  after 
becoming  superintendent.  After  much  experience  in  various  places  he 
returned  to  it  in  1867  as  half  owner.  John  D.  Carson,  the  treasurer  and 
business  manager,  son  of  Thomas  G.,  and  grandson  of  David  Carson,  was 
born  in  Dalton,  and  after  a  course  of  study  at  the  military  school  in 
AVorcester  and  an  extended  European  tour,  learned  the  art  of  paper 
making  practically  and  thoroughly.  The  other  members  of  th.ecomp:iny 
in  1885  are  Hon.  William  W.  Carson,  of  Newburgh,  and  Hon.  Zerias 
Crane,  jr..  of  Dalton. 

We  have  intt-rrapted  our  account  of  Zenas  Crane,  rhe  pionet-r  paper 
maker  of  the  region,  and  of  the  mill  of  which  he  assumed  charge  in  iSld, 
in  order  to  give  consecutively  the  history  of  that  which  he  built  in  1801 
and  left  in  1807,  and  of  its  successors  under  the  name  of  The  Old  B-rk- 
shire.'"    We  now  retiirn  to  the  latter  year. 

From  1807  until  1810  Mr.  Crane  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
^it  tlie  eastern  part  of  the  town,  having  fair  success  and  gaining  at  the 
same  time  no  little  business  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  tin-  p^'ople 
of  the  neighboring  region.  While  thus  em])loyed  he  married.  November 
30th,  1809,  Miss  Lucinda,  daughter  of  Gains  and  Lucretia  \Babcock) 
Brewer,  of  Wilbraham,  in  Hampden  couiity. 

On  the  Gth  of  April,  1810,  he  bought  David  Carson's  interest  in  what 
was  then  known  as  "The  New  Mill,"  but  which,  enlarged  and  remiKh^Ied 
until  almost  all  trace  of  its  earliest  self  uas  Inst,  aftei-ward  giew  fatii.urs 
and  venerable  as  "  The  Old  IIM  Mill."  Messrs.  Cram^  and  (;ar>v»n  rlius 
practically  exchanged  [daces  in  the  jnills  whose  wcuk  tlu\\-  h.ad  r^'>[><'ct- 
ively  been  tlie  chief  agents  in  stalling.  After  181<>  ihr  virw  mill  wa^  run 
forawhi](U>y  tlu- firm  of  Crane,  ^\'"is\\a4L  diamberlin  <^  :nid  a!"!»M- 

ward  by  Crane.  Chamberlin  A  i'ol^'  ;  but  ir.  1822  Mi;.  Ciam.'.  wh.)  fioai  rhe 
date  of  his  pundiase  had  })een  superintendent  and  chief  manager,  became 
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sole  proprietor.  Ho  carried  on  his  rnill  successful] v  until  1845,  altliougli 
like  other  business  men  of  the  period  lie  was  obliged  to  brecist  its  regu- 
larly recurring  financial  storms.  In  spite  of  these  and  other  depressing 
circumstances  he  constantly  increased  the  capacity  of  the  mill  and  added 
improved  machinery,  which,  however,  inferior  to  the  automatic  marvels 
which  give  their  aid  to  his  descendants,  was  of  great  value  in  its  time. 
The  first  Fourdriniei'  machines  made  in  America  w'ere  in  1835,  when  only 
two  or  three  had  been  imported.  The  first  in  Berkshire  reached  Lee  in 
1848.  One  was  placed  in  the  Old  Berkshire  mill  in  1850.  The  cost  of  one 
of  them  was  about  three  times  as  mnch  as  that  of  an  entire  mill  of  the 
pattern  of  1801-9.  ^ 

In  the  meantime,  the  first  paper  making  machine  in  Berkshire  was 
placed  in  the  "Thatcher"  mill  at  Lee,  of  which  Mr.  Crane  was  one  of  the 
propj'ietors  ;  and  in  1831  he  introduced  one  of  the  same  kind  in  "The  Old 
Red  Mill."  This  was  the  very  ingenious  and  satisfactory  cylinder  ma- 
chine invented  by  John  Ames,  of  Springfield,  and  which  was  better 
adapted  to  small  works  than  the  Fonrdrinier.  To  this  Mr.  Crane,  in  1834, 
added  the  cylinder  dr^^ers.  He  v\^as  also  among  the  first  Massachusetts 
paper  makers  to  bleach  rags  by  the  use  of  cldoride  of  lime,  or  "bleach- 
ing powders,"  whicli  are  the  same  thing. 

In  1842  Mr.  Crane  transferred  his  interest  in  the  Old  Eed  Mill  and 
his  business  in  general  to  his  two  eldest  sons,  Zenas  Marshall  and  James 
Brewer,  v/ho  had  some  years  before  become  his  partners.  He  died  June 
29th,  1845.  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  His  widow  survived  him  until  May 
2d,  1872,  when  she  died  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-four.  Like  every  man 
who  succeeds  in  busiiiess  Zenas  Crane  gave  to  his  the  larger  share  of  his 
time  and  thought  ;  but  it  did  not  narrow  his  mind  and  was  very  far  from 
absorbing  his  whole  being.  He  recognized  to  the  full  all  his  family,  so- 
cial, political,  and  religious  duties,  and  performed  them  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected of  a  kindly  and  wise  man,  a  good  husband,  father,  and  citizen. 
He  was  a  constant  student  of  books  and  an  independent,  investigating 
thinker,  both  in  matters  pertaining  to  his  own  and  to  those  regarding 
general  subjects.  In  politics  he  was  at  first  a  federalist  and  then  a  whig  : 
and  these  parties,  which  were  as  a  rule  very  scru[>ulous  as  to  tlie  personal 
character  of  their  candidates,  elected  him  to  several  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  Besides  tlioseof  a  municipal  character,  he  was  several  times  choNon 
repi-esentative,  lieginning  in  the  year  1811.  In  1830  and  1837  he  was 
chosen  a  memiber  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Massachusetts  under  (tov- 
ernor  Edward  Everett.  There  were  at  this  time  nine  councillors  amiually 
elected  by  the  Legislature.  The  last  selected  for  this  district  before  Mr. 
Crane  was  Hon.  Heniy  Hub'bard,  of  Pittstield,  and  those  next  succeeding 
him  were  Hon.  Heniy  Shaw,  of  Lanesboro,  and  Hon.  Edwai'd  A.  Xewron, 
of  Pittsfield  :  all  men  of  ability  and  character,  and  all  wiwm  personal  as 
wed  as  political  friends  of  Mr.  Crane.  In  his  place  as  councilhu'  and  in  t  he 
House  of  Bepresentatives  his  sound  siursts  ju'actical  I-.m^wh^dg-',  extensive 
general  i nfpi ination,  and  un(]uestion(Ml  inregrirx'  made  him  of  peculiar 
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value.  And  in  this  connpction  there  are  matters  of  interesting  note  re- 
garding his  descendants.  His  son  Zenas  .Marshall,  who  became  a  leading 
mend)er  of  tlie  free  soil  party  uf  the  county  in  1S4S— when  no  office  could 
be  expected  from  ir — and  who  aided  in  organizing  the  republican  party, 
was  cliosen  one  of  the  Senators  from  Berkshire  county  in  1850  and  1857, 
and  executive  couiicilioi'  in  18G-3-8,  under  rxovernor  Andrew,  and  his  son 
Zenas  Crane,  jr.,  has  the  same  place  in  18S4  aiid  1885,  under  Governor 
Eobinson.  Three  generations  of  the  Crane  family  have  thus  furnished  a 
member  of  the  same  name  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  common- 
wealth. This  is  an  instance  very  rare  in  the  history  of  families  in  rhis 
country  of  constant  changes  ;  and  it  will  seem  the  more  remarkable  when 
our  further  record  shall  shovr,  as  it  will,  tliat  the  same  family  for  the 
same  thi'ee  generations  have  adhered  strictly,  and  generally  successfully, 
to  one  manufacture,  and  that  for  the  most  part  in  the  immediate  locality 
whei'e  their  progenitor  established  it.  Some  peculiar  and  substantial 
family  characteristics  are  required  to  account  for  so  extraordinary  per- 
sistence in  well  doing. 

Anaong  the  obstacles  which  impeded  Zenas  Crane's  business  during 
his  whole  life,  in  common  with  other  Berkshire  njanufacturers,  the  next 
after  foreign  competition  was  the  cost  of  sending  his  goods  to  the  great 
central  markets  and  other  impediments  incident  to  the  isolated  position 
of  BH]*kshire  connty.  In  hh  time  the  little  territory  comprised  in  tlie 
common^^'ealth  of  Massachtisetts  was  then  less  within  the  reach  of  the  mer 
chant  seated  in  liis  counting  room  in  Boston  than  *'  the  whole  boundless 
contiiient — we  might  almost  say  the  whole  civilized  world — now  is.  A 
manafacturer  can  to-day  receive  and  respond  to  an  orvler  from  San  Fran- 
cisco with  greater  ease  and  promptitude  than  he  then  could  had  the  call 
come  from  the  metropolis  of  his  own  State.  Much  of  this  change,  to  be 
^  snre,  arises  from  inventions  and  acliievements  which  have  in  like 
manner  affected  the  whole  country.  The  Inisiness  isolation  of  Pal  ton 
and  other  towns  in  Central  Berksliire  ceased  or  was  greatly  reduct-d  V)y 
the  opening  of  the  railroad  between  Boston  and  Albany.  This  was  in 
1842;  the  very  year  in  which  Mr.  Ci*ane  transferred  his  business  :<)  his 
sons. 

The  increased  facilities  furnished  bv  the  railroad  stiniidated  all  rlie 
industries  of  the  central  portion  of  the  county  an.d  inspired  all  it^  lousi- 
ness men  with  new  courau'e  anil  ambiti^ur  It  gave  to  the  nevr  tirni  easier 
access  to  the  genei-al  and  to  S(uue  local  nnirkets,  tlie  hick  of  which  luid 
embai'rassed  their  father.  Uud<-r  these  and  other  favcu-ing  circumstances 
the  Brothers  Cran*.^  continued  steadily  and  judiciously  t(^  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  old  mill,  im[)rov{'  the  quality  of  its  work,  a.nd  extend  its 
reputati(Ui  until  if  was  burned,  October -^Oth,  ISTO. 

The  loss,  includirig  building,  ma{4iiruM'y,  stock,  etc.,  was  large. 
Tliei-e  was  no  insurance,  l)ut  the  mill  was  iminediately  rebuilt  of  stone, 
upon  a  larger  scale,  and  fitted  with  tiic  h  'sr  machintu-y  flu'U  to  he  t^lu.iined. 
which  has  been  bettered  as  often  as  new  inventi-ui^  liave  giv-en  oppv)rtu- 
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nity.  Tt  is  now  called  ^'The  Pioneer  Mill/'  in  honor  of  tlie  pioneer. 
Zenos  Crane,  although  The  Old  Berkshire''  occupies  the  site  upon 
whicli  he  hrst  built. 

Followiij;;-  [he  tendency  of  the  times,  or  rather  consideiiahdy  in  ad- 
vance of  it,  Crane  &  Co.  gradnally  came  to  devote  themselves  to  special- 
ties, iiH'liidl];g  colored  papers,  papei' for  the  manufacture  of  neck  collars, 
which  [u-oved  lucrative,  Parclirnent,  Bond,  and  Bank  "N'ote  paper.  Fi- 
nally they  came  to  the  exclusive  pi'oduct  of  the  three  last  named  varie- 
ties, and  cliielly  the  ]>ank  Note.  For  this  they  supply  not  only  a  larixe 
portion  of  the  genera]  marker,  but  the  United  States  and  several  foreign 
governments  exclusively. 

Jn  1S70  the  ^lessrs.  Crane  were  awarded  the  contract  which  they  still 
hold  for  supplying  the  United  States  government  with  all  the  piiper 
which  it  requires  foi'  national  bank  bills,  bonds,  certificates,  and  treasury 
notes.  In  order  to  properly  fill  tliis  contract,  they  purchased  the  hue 
brick  mill  which  Hon.  Thomas  Colt  had  built  in  1SG3  at  Coltsvilh%  in 
Pittsfield,  very  near  the  Dalton  line.  This  mil!  is  100  feet  long  by  50 
wide,  besides  an  attic  and  basement,  and  it  has  also  a  "lean-to  in  the 
rear  of  1(K.)  by  28  feet.  It  is  popularly  called  '-The  Government  Mill/' 
from  the  fact  of  its  being  devoted  exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of 
paper  for  the  national  government,  whose  flag  constantly  lloats  before  it, 
and  by  whose  officers  it  is  constantly  watched  and  guarded  to  prevent 
robbery  of  the  distinctive  paper  made  in  it.  For  the  same  r(^ason,  sev- 
eral of  its  employes  are  detailed  from  the  treasury  department  at  Wasli- 
ington.  AVinthrop  Murray,  the  youngest,  son  of  Hon.  Z.  M.  Craji^\  is 
the  immediate  manager  of  tlie  business.  The  Pioneer  mill  continues  to 
make  a  considerable  quantity  of  parchment  and  b^nid  pap?r,  but  its  chief 
product  is  bank  note  paper.  Of  this,  even  setting  aside  what  they  make 
under  contract  for  tlie  United  States  government,  the  ATessrs.  Crane  send 
out  from  the  Pioneer  mill  alone  more  than  any  other  establislim.  rat  in  thf^ 
world  of  the  paper  upon  whicli  the  world's  paper  circulating  )n  .viia  u  is 
printed  ;  and  this  is  simply  because  their  integrity  is  beyond  tb sha  low 
of  a  question  and  because  by  patieutly  acquired  skill  they  have  been 
able  to  produce  an  article  which  possesses  in  the  liighest  d(\j;-ree  the 
qualities  required  for  its  purposes  :  great  strength  of  texture  and  a  sur- 
face perfectly  fitted  for  both  engraving  and  writing. 

In  tliis  connection  there  is  au  incident  whU  wortii  telling  for  its  ruoial. 
In  184G  it  seemed  to  Zenas  Marshall  Crane,  now  the  senior  nietuber  of  (lie 
Crane  paper  making  family,  that  by  the  introduction  into  the  tib»n'  of 
bank  bills  of  silken  threads  in  nund)ers  retn'esenting  tlu'ir  resptn'tive  de- 
nominations the  fraudulerrt  raising  of  their  vahu^s  froui  a  l-twei-  lo  a 
higher  grade  might  be  })revented.  Tlie  opinions  of  cuiservarivt^  baidvcr-; 
discouraged  Mr.  Crane  from  a[)plyiiig  for  a  patent.  Xearly  tueuty  yr'ai's 
after^vard.  however,  when  the  Li'overnment  found  it  n<M'essMry  for  its  pr»'s. 
ervatinn  to  ^-;tabltsli  ti  national  banking  system,  the  pra*'! ica  1  m-n  iln-n 
at  the  head  of  its  hnancial  alfairs  deemeiL  it  e.Mpedieiic  to  adopt  a  plan 
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essentially  tlie  same  as  that  of  Mv.  Gmiie  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting 
of  its  pa.per.  AYl^en  this  was  clone  an  En,2:]ishman  appeared  at  Washing- 
ton Avith  a  chiim  as  ]>aiei)tee.  It  fortunately  happened  that  theMahaiwe 
Bank  of  (iieat  Barrin-;;ion  and  a  few  others  had  adopted  }dr.  Ci'ane'sidea 
long  before  the  date  of  the  Engh'slinian's  patent,  and  preserved  specinien.s 
of  their  b'il!>.  exliily- ting  it.  These  men  sent-  to  Washington  and  saved 
the  governrneni  from  paying  to  a  foreign  p^^^'^y  royalty  probably  quite 
equal  at  least  to  all  tlie  prolit  which  Crane  &  Co.  ever  deiived  from  gov- 
ernment contracts. 

AVe  now  come  to  the  third  generation  of  Crane  x>^per  makers,  al- 
though two  in  this  generation  have  been  already  mentinned  incidi^ntaliy. 

About  midway  between  the  sites  of  the  Old  Red  and  the  Government 
mill  is  an  excellent  water  power  upon  which  the  Ashnelot  W'oolen  mill 
was  built  of  stone  in  1836.  The  history  of  that  enterprise  is  told  in  its 
proper  connection.  xVfter  its  failure  the  building  and  water  power  re- 
mained unoccupied  until  about  ISoO,  when,  under  a  lease,  it  vras  converted 
into  a  paper  mill  by  the  firm  of  Crane  S:  Wilson,  the  active  partners  being 
Seymour  Crane,  the  youngest  son  of  the  first  Zenas,  and.  James  Wilson, 
a  skillful  workman,  wlio  learned  his  trade  of  him,  having  become  his 
apprentice  in  1817.  The  mill,  then  known  as  "  The  Bay  State,"  made 
buff  and  other  Avriting  papers,  the  buh:  being  a  favorite  with  Thurlow 
Weed,  the  New  York  editor  and  politician,  and  others,  who  conceived 
that  the  constant  use  of  white  paper  is  injurious  to  the  eye. 

George  C.  Martin,  a  son  of  Calvin  Martin,  of  Pittsheld,  soon  after- 
Avard  bought  an  interest  in  the  concern,  and  the  firm  became  Crane,  ."Mar- 
tin &  Co.  Mr.  Martin  died  October  2dth.  1859.  In  1865  the  property  was 
leased  by  the  eldest  son  of  Hon.  Z.  M.  Crane,  Zenas  Crane,  jr.,  who  after- 
ward bought  up  all  the  interests  which  hjid  arisen  in  its  succession  of 
transfers.  The  new  owner  commenced  the  manufacture  of  line  papers  of 
a  more  delicate  character  than  had  previously  been  made  in  the  country, 
and  continued  it  successfully  until  the  mill  was  burned.  May  15r[i, 
1877. 

A  new  structure  of  much  better  capacity  at  once  took  its  place,  the 
proprietors  being  Zenas  Crane,  jr.,  Brother,  and  the  junioi- partner, 
Wintlirop  Murray  Crane.  The  manager  of  the  business  is  Hon.  Zt-nas 
Crane,  jr.,  his  brother  being  nianager  at  tlie  Pioneer  and  Government 
mills,  in  which  he  is  also  intei'ested.  The  mill  of  Zenas  Ciane.  jr.. 
Brother  is  among  the  best  of  the  country  in  its  construction  and  appoint- 
ments. For  safety  against  lire,  and  convenient  ari-angement  for  work,  it 
is  absolutely  perfect,  several  im])ortant  additions  and  improvem(Mif>  hav- 
ing been  made  since  it  was  lirst  built.  Early  in  iis  history  Mr.  Z>-na^ 
Crane,  jr.,  inadea  tour  among  tlu'  ])apMM-  inakinu-  establishments  of  lhir>>pe, 
hoping  to  learn  soinething  to  aid  hin\  in  his  own  ;  but  Ik^  i(n\\u\  rip' 
European  pr(K'esses  xxnd  machiiU'ry  no  better  than  the  American,  aud 
cauuj  lionii^  ^v  iser  as  Uj  paper  making,  only  (o  tluit  extent. 

The  mill  is  htted  with  machinery  of  astonishing  delicac\  aud  pouei, 
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devoted  to  the  nianufaoture  of  wliat  the  Paper  World  calls  "The  Cream 
of  line  Stationery/'  Somerimes  it  is  call  ed  Ladies'  Stationery,  and  is 
known  to  rlie  tj-ade  as  *' Wedding  Goods."  It  consists  of  the  choicest 
grades  of  paper  and  bristol  board,  such  as  are  used  for  all  dainty  pur- 
poses; notes  of  invitation.  blUet-doux,  and  all  polite  correspondence. 
Ladies  do  not  consider  their  escritoires  completely  furnished  without  a 
full  supply  of  tliese  pearls  of  the  paper  mill,  jior  does  any  fashionable 
engraver  consider  his  stock  coni^dete  without  the  bristol  board.  Tlietirui 
are  more  solicitous  as  to  the  cpiality  than  the  quantity  of  their  product, 
but  they  daily  send  tc  nuii/lvel  an  average  ol  iive  thousand  pounds  of  tlie 
choicest  goods.  Every  swift  and  nice  requirement  in  the  vicissitudes  of 
changeful  fashion,  in  shape,  edge,  surface,  or  tint,  meets  a  speedy  and 
satisfactory  response,  if,  as  is  more  probable,  the  mill  does  not  create  the 
fashion. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  x:>urchasers  of  the  Crane  fine  stationery  are 
found  wherever  there  are  fastidious  people  fond  of  the  beautiful  all  over 
this  continent,  and  even  beyond  the  seas.  It  is  papers  like  these,"  says 
the  Paper  World,  "  that  have  taken  control  of  the  line  stationery  market 
of  the  United  States,  which  the  English  held  untd  a  few  years  ago  when 
they  were  obliged  to  give  it  up  because  they  could  not  make  paper  good 
enough  for  us."  A  great  change  this  from  the  time  of  the  first  Zenas 
Crane,  when  the  best  American  letter  paper  could  not  be  sold  to  Aaferi- 
can  citizens,  not  very  fastidious  in  otlier  respects,  without  an  English  or 
a  French  imprint. 

Zenas  Crane,  jr.,  &  Brother  have  within  the  last  three  years  estal>- 
lished  a  library  for  the  use  of  their  employes  at  a  cost  of  al)out  ^3,000, 
but  its  benefits  are  open  to  all  who  desire  them.  The  building,  a  hand- 
some structure,  stands  near  the  mill  and  is  surrounded  by  lawns  and 
shade  trees.  The  reading  room  is  supplied  with  all  the  leading  magazines 
and  many  of  the  principal  newspapers,  from  the  illustrated  weekly  to 
the  daily  sheet.  The  object  of  the  Messrs.  Crane  is  to  provide  a  place 
where  their  friends  can  enjoy  innocent  and  intellectual  x)leasure.  The 
inlluence  of  the  pioneer  Zenas  Crane  has  extended  among  his  own  de- 
scendants beyond  Berkshire  county,  besides  its  great  effects  upon  others. 
In  1843  his  third  son,  Lindley  Murray  Crane,  established  a  mill  at  B>alls- 
ton  Spa,  New  York,  where  he  r.-sided  until  his  death. 

His  grandsons,  Kobert  B.  and  James  A.,  have  built  up  mills  of  great 
repute  at  Westfield,  in  Hampden  county,  where  they  manufacture  ledger 
and  linen  paper,  baskets,  etc.  Surely  l)y  pusliing  the  paper  into  new 
varieties  and  new  localities  the  descendants  ot  Ztuias  Craue  have  prov«.'d 
that  the  pioneer  spirit  has  not  deserted  the  family.  They  honor  their 
ancestor  by  following  in  his  footsteps  and  pushiug  on  where  he  pointed 
the  way  ;  and  still  tliey  all  look  back  with  rev.u'ruuN-  and  pride  to  that 
little  mill  of  1801,  with  its  imperfect  appliances,  its  limitcl  and  ahnost 
local  marker. 

Preliminary  to  the  history  of  the  splendid  paper  nulls,  built  and 
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owned  by  ex-Lipuiennnt-Governor  Byron  Weston,  some  account  of  rhe 
leading- meriibers  of  the  Weston  family,  which  has  long  been  prominent 
in  Dalton,  will  hi^  of  interest. 

T^ev.  Isaiali  Wesron,  a  man  of  liberal  education,  and  at  one  time 
pastor  of  a  Unitarian  church  in  Fair  Haven,  came  to  Dalton  in  1814.  hav- 
ing previously  h^en  cc-ih/ctor  of  the  port  of  Xew  Bedford  under  Madison's 
appointment.  Ke  was  active  in  the  measures  for  the  protection  of  that 
coast  aguiu^i  Ei'Ii:sh  ^  i  iii.-vr?,  and  was  of  course  a  democrat  of  tiiat  period. 
In  all  his  relations  lie  ^vas  active  and  energetic.  He  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Eliab  Dea]i,  of  Taunton,  who  represented  the  Bristol  district  in 
Congress.  He  was  a  busy  man  in  Dalton,  building  the  first  woolen  mill 
in  town,  and  being  also  engaged  with  his  brotlierdndaw.  Colonel  Thomas 
Green,  in  the  smelting  furnace  and  foundry  elsewhere  mentioned.  His 
death,  in  1S'21,  at  the  age  of  only  forty-eiglit,  was  a  serious  misfortune 
to  the  town.  He  left  five  children:  Grenville,  Franklin,  Sarah,  Isaiah, 
and  Josiah.  ^  ' 

Grenville,  better  known  as  Colonel  Weston,  was  a  man  of  note  and 
influence  in  town,  counry,  and  church  atTairs.  Locally,  he  is  reuiem- 
bered  as  a  popuhir  and  efficient  militia  ofiicer  ;  a  mau  of  large  and  stal- 
wart frame,  over  six  feet  high,  and  weighing  250  pounds.  He  held  many 
offices  of  trust,  tln^  last  being  that  of  county  commissioner,  for  which  he 
was  especially  wel]  lit  ted.  He  lost  much  of  his  large  property  by  the 
great  failure  of  his  brother-indaw,  Henry  Marsh,  Esq.,  for  whom  he  had 
endorsed  heavily.  He  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  He  left 
three  children,  Grenville,  Sarah,  and  Harriet,  all  now  living  in  the  ATest- 
ern  States.  , 

Franklin  engaged  in  the  woolen  manufacture,  but  was  not  very  suc- 
cessful in  it.  He  was  among  the  foremost  men  in  the  masonic  order,  and 
master  of  Mystic  Lodge,  of  Pittstield,  when  it  suspended  work  on  account 
of  the  Morgan  excitement.  Twenty  years  after,  when,  the  excitement 
having  passed,  the  lodge  resumed  work,  he  resumed  his  post.  He  died 
in  1S67. 

Isaiah  was  a  partner  of  his  brother  Franklin  in  the  woolen  mill  and 
the  store  connected  with  it,  and  also  engaged  a  little  in  farming,  as  almost 
all  men  of  means,  whatever  their  main  occupation,  did  at  that  time.  Re 
married  Caroline  Curtis.  He  removed  to  Tremont,  III.,  in  1S35,  where  he 
died  soon  afterward,  leaving  four  children  :  Isaiah,  who  now  lives  in 
Colorado;  Byron,  the  Dalton  paper  manufacturer;  and  two  who  are 
dead. 

Josiah,  the  third  son  of  l\ev.  Isaiah  Weston,  graduated  at  the  l^ork - 
shire  Medical  College  and  lir>t  practiced  his  profession  in  Natchez,  .Afiss.; 
but  after  a  few  years  he  returntHl  to  Dalton,  where  lie  married  Lucinda. 
daughter  of  Zenas  Crane.  A  popular  man  and  an  t^irnest  detuocrat  he  hrld 
several  oflices  and  contracts  under  tlie  general  government.  In  IS,")?  he 
accepted  tlie  d^rnocratic  nomiiiation  fur  Conu'ress.  The  Ivans. i><-X<'bra>ka 
bill  had  at  that  time  reduced  the  furtuiies  of  tht- democratic  party  in  Mas- 
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sacliiisetts  to  the  lowest  point  winch  they  have  ever  reached. aTid  Dr.  Weston 
was  himself  in  tlie  last  stages  of  cousiunptioa  ;  but  tlie  opposition  to  him 
w?;s  div:d(Ml.  The  know-nothing  party  had  nominated  Rev.  Marlv  Traf- 
ton,  of  AVestfiehl,  who  had  been  elected  two  years  before,  and  the  new 
republican  party  proposed  Henry  L.  Dawes.  Dr.  Weston  canvassed  the 
district  vigorously,  although  his  voice  could  not  rise  above  a  hoarse  whis- 
l^er.  }3ul  tlie  ablest  and  the  strongest  man  could  not  have  successcuUy 
resisted  rlu-  torrent  of  popuho-  feeiing,  and  Mr.  Dawes,  whose  canvass 
was  admiraljly  managed,  was  chosen  by  a  lai'ge  majority,  Dr.  Weston  re- 
ceiving the  smallest  vote  of  three  candidares.  He  died  at  Wasliington, 
D.  C  ,  a  few  months  later,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven. 

Hon.  Dyrotj  AVeston,  the  only  represnnrative  left  in  Dal  ton  of  the 
third  genenition  of  the  family  there,  vv'as1>orn  in  1832,  three  yeai's  }>efore 
his  father's  I'emoval  to  Illinois.  He  commenced  his  business  life  as  a 
bookkeeper  in  a  paper  mill  at  Saugerties,  ]^s.  Y.,  which  was  managed  by 
one  of  liis  uncles.  Here  he  soon  determined  to  learn  the  art  of  paper 
making  thoroughly,  and  he  did  it.  The  first  lesson  was  taken  in  the  Sau- 
gerties mill,  where  news  and  book  paper  were  specialties  ;  but  lie  soon 
left  for  Murray  Crane's  mill,  at  Ballston  Springs,  which  made  hue  writ- 
ing papers.  He  afterward  filled  ]-esponsibie  positions  in  some  of  the  most 
noted  mills  of  Lee  and  Hartford  ;  but  whe]i  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  was 
in  progress  he  was  thrown  out  of  employnaent  by  tlie  failure  of  the  con- 
cern with  ^vhich  he  wa.^  engaged  at  Lee,  and  availed  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  raise  a  company  for  the  Forty-ninth  Massachusetts  regiment, 
of  which  he  w-as  chosen  captain.  His  regiment  was  sent  to  the  Deparr- 
ment  of  the  Gulf,  and  Captain  Weston  had  his  full  share  in  tlie  good 
service  which  it  did,  especially  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson.  Although 
enlisted  for  nine  months,  the  Forty-ninth  regiment  served  for  about  a 
year,  and  v/as  mustered  out  of  service  at  Pittsfield,  August  t24th,  1803. 
After  a  brief  time  engaged  in  restoring  impaired  health,  Captain  Weston 
began  his  career  at  Dalton  as  a  paper  manufacturer  in  his  own  name.  In 
this  he  finally  combined  two  mills  which  had  been  in  operation  for  years, 
and  whose  stor}-  must  first  be  told. 

In  the  center  of  the  town,  near  the  present  depot  of  the  Boston  Sc 
Albany  Railroad,  the  rapid  descent  of  the  east  branch  of  the  llousatonic 
River  forms  a  water  privilege  of  much  power.  On  this,  in  18"24,  David 
Carson  built  the  '-Defiance  "  paper  mill.  The  tradition  is  that  when  the 
dam  was  built,  the  builder  defied  the  devil,  who  is  somewhat  noted  as  a 
builder  of  dams,  bridges,  and  the  like,  to  build  a  better  one.  In  1840 
Mr.  Carson  sold  the  Defiance  Mill  to  Henry  Chamberlain,  with  whom  Cap- 
tain Albert  S.  Chamberlain  became  a  partner  a  few  years  later,  it  was 
burned  May  22d,  1852,  but  immediately  rebuilt.  In  18C.3  it  was  sv^ld  to 
Captain  Weston,  who  found  it  in  ill  condition  and  too  small  for  the  work 
he  designed.  He  immediately  enlarged  it,  indeed,  practically  lelniilt  it, 
and  fdled  it  v.ith  tlh'  lu>st  machinery  of  the  day.  His  sp.'cial  pr^uluiT 
was  Linen  Record  and  Ledger  papers,  which  at  once  took  rank  u  itii  t!io 
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best  in  the  markots  of  the  world,  but  which  before  had  not  been  a  Berk- 
shire specialty. 

In  1S55  Captain  A  S.  Chamberlain  built  a  mill  about  600  feet  from 
the  Defiance,  and  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  village.  This  mill  was  own- 
ed and  operated  successively  by  Chamberlain  &  Mitchell  and  James  Wil- 
son  until  1S67,  w]]en  it  was  bought  by  Gleneral  William  F.  Bartlett  and 
Captain  Edwin  E.  ]Moodie,  commander  of  one  of  the  Canard  ocean  steam- 
ships, who  had  married  Miss  Helen  ^Varriner,  of  Pittshekl,  a  coasin  of 
General  Bartlett' s  wife.  General  Bartlett  was  the  business  manager  and 
renioved  to  Balton,  where  he  remained  for  over  six  months  and  seemed 
to  enjoy  its  life.  He  returned  to  Pittsheld  only  because  he  had  accepted 
a  i)()sirion  which  rendered  that  town  more  central  for  his  business.  At 
that  time  he  purchased  tlie  interest  of  Captain  Moodie  in  the  niill,  and 
admitted  as  a  X)artner,  Colonel  Waiter  Cutting,  a  member  of  a  disiin- 
gnished  Xew  York  family,  whom  he  had  known  favorably  in  the  army, 
and  who  had  maiTied  liis  wife's  sistei'.  Colonel  Cutting  entered  earnestly 
and  intelligently  into  the  business  of  paper  making,  but  the  mill  was 
burned  January  11th,  lS7o,  and  was  not  rebuilt  by  the  lirm.  General 
Bartlett  being  in  hopelessly  ill  health,  and  dying  in  December,  1S76. 
Captain  AVeston  then  bought  the  premises  and  erected  the  extensive  mill 
known  as  tlie  Centennial,  which,  with  that  which  he  operated  before,  h;is 
now  ])ecome  famous,  running  fourteen  paper  engines,  and  capable  of  mak- 
ing four  tons  of  paper  daily  ;  one  of  the  mills  reducing  the  rags  to  halt' 
stuff,  and  ihe  other  taking  it  at  that  stage  and  completing  it.  The  Ledger 
papers  produced  in  these  mills  rival  any  which  are  made.  They  attracted 
vide  attention  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Piiiladelphia,  In  1S70, 
where  they  won  the  liighest  honors  in  medals  and  other  testimonials  of 
commendation.  At  similar  exhibitions  in  New  York,  Boston,  Louisville, 
and  Atlanta  they  had  the  same  success.  At  the  Paris  World's  Exposi- 
tion, in  ]S78,  they  received  the  grand  prize  and  a  gold  medal,  and  were 
recommended  for  "  the  medal  of  honor  and  perfection  "  over  those  of  all 
other  exhibitoi-s.  At  the  Australian  Exposition,  in  1882,  they  received  a 
gold  medal.  Governor  Weston  is  justly  proud  of  these  testimonials  aii'l 
prizes  them  as  nobles  in  other  countries  do  royal  decorations  of  hon-'r. 
Granted  by  the  highest  and  most  critical  authority  at  the  world's  great 
industrial  center  to  the  work  of  paper  mills  in  remote  inland  Berkshire, 
they  bear  evidence  to  its  excellence  which  cannot  be  susj^ecteil  of  par- 
tiality; and  they  add  to  the  assuj-ance  that  the  county,  remote  from  most 
of  those  centers  as  it  is,  can  no  longer  be  considered  as  isolated  from 
them.  In  making  his  superb  exhibitions  Governor  Weston  did  a  servic^.^ 
to  the  county  and  to  all  his  brother  manufacturers  as  well  as  to  himsolf. 

By  request  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  Society  Mr.  Weston  read  be 
fore  that  body,  in  1881,  an  excellent  his(ory  of  paper  making  in  (he 
county,  portions  of  which  he  afterward  delivered  as  a  hn-rure.    It  was 
published  in  tho  Holyok'e  7^//.>'7•  W>>r/^7  und  otlier  j.uirnals 

We  have  already  .said  that  almost  absolute  freednni  from,  extraneou.s 
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matter  is  demanded  in  the  water  used  for  vras]  liiiG,"  m  tlie  paper  manufac- 
ture. This  is  never  lunnd  in  open  streams.  It  rniist  come  from  springs 
natural  or  artificial.  In  the  eailier  days  of  the  manufacture  the  natural 
springs  were  found  to  be  abundantly  sufficient,  and  in  some  locations 
they  still  leave  little  to  be  desii'ed.  But  the  growth  of  the  business  years 
ago  required  an  additlrmal  supply.  Artificial  wells  were  re^'ji-r-d  to,  and 
havec<^me  to  be  a  disringuishiiiL':  feature  in  the  tovv-n's  paper  industry. 

In  18r>4  C^i]»''ain  AiVi^rt  S.  Clian]1>'^']  lain  i>r)red  at  hisiaill  on  the  sire  of 
the  Centennial  mill  a  well  one  huuvdred  feet  deep,  which  for  thirty  years 
has  given  a  uniforni  five  inch  stream  of  12o  gallons  a  minute  of  purt^ 
water.  It  used,  to  be  a  local  saying  that  tlie  water  at  the  Defiance  mill 
was  su  perfect  that  it  would  make  good  papei*  whatever  the  process  of 
manufactuie  might  otherwise  be.  This  was  of  course  an  exiiga'eration, 
but  it  expresses  forcibly  th.e  opinion  of  a  paper  making  cetnm  iuity. 

In  1876  Governor  Weston  ]jut  down  another  well  at  the  Duhance  mill, 
which  is  seventy-six  feet  deep  and  emits  a  three  inch  stream.  In  1SS3 
iie  sank  at  the  Centennial  mill  an  eight  inch  well,  oil  feet  deep,  which 
gives  a  six  inch  ilowing  stream. 

In  ISSlr  he  sank  at  the  Defiance  mill  a  well  of  remarkable  character, 
which  in  efficiency  f«n'  its  purposes  has  few,  if  any,  equals.  It  is  240  feet 
deep  and  is  curbed  for  loO  feet  below  the  issue  with  twelve  inch  pipe.  In 
speaking  of  it  Mr.  D.  I>ul],  the  superintendent  of  the  Xorth  American 
Mining  Company,  of  ^'vew  York,  which  has  bored  water,  iron,  and  salt 
vv-ells  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  said  to  a  correspondent  of  the  ^'^ew  York 
Times,  *'The  greatest  How  of  water  I  ever  saw  from  an  artesian  well 
was  from  a  well  we  put  dovrn  for  Lieutenant-G-overnor  Weston,  at  Dal- 
ton,  Mass.    That  well  is  now  flowing  18,000  barrels  a  day/' 

All  these  wells  yield  a  combined  How  of  from  900  to  1,000  gallons  of 
V,  ater  per  minute,  of  tke  purest  character  and  with  a  uniform  temperatp.re 
throughout  the  year  of  48  degrees  Fahrenheit.  The  cost  of  boring  lias 
been  from  8300  to  83.500  each.  Uniformity  of  temperature  in  the  wash 
water,  it  should  be  said,  is  an  important  element  in  the  paper  nmnufac- 
ture. 

In  1854  David  Carson  k  Sons  bored  an  artesian  well  at  the  Old  Berk- 
shire mill.  It  was  an  eight  inch  bore,  110  feet  deep,  and  it  had  a  flow- 
ing stream  of  300  gallons  a  minute.  The  water  is  chemically  pure,  but 
it  occasionally  throws  up  a  little  sand.  In  the  debris  brought  up  in 
boring,  some  not  very  minute  particles  of  gold  appeared  ;  but  the  com- 
pany are  not  likely  to  be  seduced  into  gold  mining. 

On  tlie  7th  of  March,  1884,  the  Carson  c'y:  Bi'own  Comi>any  b.'u^an 
borino-  fr>r  a  well  at  the  Old  Berkshire  mill,  and  at  a  depth  of  147  feet 
twenty-two  days  afterward  the  augers  broke  though  a  rock  crust  through 
which  a  stream  of  pure  water  came  I'ushing  w  ith  immcus.^  forct'.  Ir  is 
far  more  than  surhcient  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  mill. 

While  buildinu"  up  this  gr-md  birsim.'^s  Govtuaior  \Vrst<>u  has  n<»t 
been  idle  in  other  directions.    At  hoiue  rln-  grratly  impioved  appearance 
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and  prosperity  of  the  .cenrral  village  of  the  town  is  cliiefly  due  to  him. 
Indeed,  wh.at  he  has  done  would  alone  make  it  a  liandsome  and  busy 
town.  His  manufactory  with  its  surroundings  sliow-  the  enei"gy  and  good 
taste  of  a  most  pul)lic  spirited  citizen.  He  had  already  laid  out  several 
streets  and  built  scores  of  neat  houses  when,  in  1883,  he  built,  near  his 
mill  and  in  the  very  center  of  the  town,  a  biisiness  block  which  would  be 
considered  an  ornament  and  great  acquisition  by  the  proudf^st  towns  in 
the  county.  It  consists  of  four  stores  with  offices  and  a  hall  above.  In 
every  movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  town  he  takes  an  advanced 
and  liberal  part.  That  he  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  brother 
business  men  of  the  ccranty  for  integrity  and  financial  ability  is  proved  by 
his  position  as  director  of  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company,  and 
the  Berkshire  County  Savings  Bank,  and  as  vice-presnlent  of  the  Third 
National  Baidv  of  Pittsfield. 

Captain  Weston's  services  as  a  public  spirited  citizen,  a  soldier,  and 
a  man  of  general  ability,  wei-e  recognized  by  his  choice,  in  1874,  as  sena- 
tor from  Northern  Berkshire,  and  in  1879,  1880,  and  1881  as  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  commonwealth.  While  in  these  positioir^  his  tine  social 
qualities,  his  devotion  to  duty,  and  his  sound  sense  in  public  business 
rendered  him  exceptionally  popular  wdth  all  wdio  were  associated  or 
bionght  in  contact  with  him,  and  he  was  prominently  named  and  urged 
for  the  republican  nomination  for  governor.  Many  republicans  believed 
that  if  Lieritenant-Governor  Weston  had  been  nominated  he  would  have 
been  elected. 

The  lirst  woolen  mill  in  Dalton  was  built  by  Rev.  Isaiah  Weston,  in 
1814.  Mr.  John  Curtis,  who  in  1884  is  still  living,  states  tliat  when  a  boy 
of  ten  years,  he  drove  the  oxen  wdiich  drew  the  lumber  fV)r  this  mill  ;  his 
father  received  one  dollar  per  thousand  feet  for  cutting  and  drawing  it.  Th»^ 
canal  w^as  dug  by  British  prisoners  of  w^ar  from  the  Pittsheld  Cantonn\ent 
— they  being  permitted  to  earn  a  little  money  in  this  way,  with  sulTicient 
guarantees  for  their  safe  keeping. 

Mr.  Weston  carried  on  the  mill  until  his  death  in  1821,  making  broad- 
cloths, and  other  goods  popular  at  that  day.  His  son,  Fi'anklin,  carried 
it  on  for  some  time,  and  also  leased  it  to  Moreliouse,  Milner  cl'  \Vhite, 
and  other  parties.  But  the  flood  of  British  goods,  which  for  many  years 
after  the  restoration  of  peace  X)oured  into  the  country,  rendered  the 
maintenance  of  woolen  mills  here  a  much  more  severe  task  than  Mr. 
Weston  cared  to  undertake,  and  he  suffered  tlie  mill  to  fall  down  of  it- 
self, to  tlie  imminent  danger  of  certain  parties  who  were  in  the  habit  ol 
frequenting  it.  Only  tw^o  old  houses  remained  on  rhe  premisfr\s  when 
they  were  bought,  in  180,"),  by  Hawkins,  West  i\:  Co.,  a  firm  (\>m{>ostnl  of 
William  J.  Hawkins,  of  Bittstleld,  Charles  K.  W^'st,  of  Pirtsti.-ld.  and 
Christopher  Glennctn,  of  Dalton,  all  young  and  enterprising  men.  They 
conceirtiated  two  water  ]>i'ivih\L:-es.  mnkinir  on**  < >f  the  be^r  wattM-  powers 
on  the  strean\  north  of  L^e,  and  ^uiilf  a  well  »M{uipp<Hl  wonh'n  bu'iory.  loo 
feet  long  and  50  feet  wide,  with  the  usual  buildings  attached.    They  made 
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repeilants  and  fancy  oassimeres  successfully  until  August  S^tli,  1S72, 
\vhen  the  factory  was  l>urned,  together  with  an  adjoining  building  and 
two  tenement  houses.  Six  months  from  the  date  of  tliis  lire  they  had  a 
new  briclv  factory,  130  i)y  50  feet  in  area  and  tiiree  stories  high,  in  full 
operation. 

Mr'.  Hawkins  died  in  187S,  and  his  interest  was  purchased  by  his 
partners,  as  the  firm  of  West  &  Glennon — Michael  GfUjnnon,  who  had 
been  trained  to  the  business  in  this  milh  being  made  superintendent.  In 
IcSi  it  has  i,ix  sets  of  machinery  and  forty-six  broad  looms.  It  employs 
HO  operatives,  and  sends  to  the  market  annually  OoO,Ooo  yards  of  line 
quality  cotton  warp  fancy  cassimeres,  valued  at  about  s3;)0,000. 

'Jdie  Asliuelot  \\'fH)]eji  Coinpany  was  chartered  in  the  winter  of  18:36, 
and  organized  in  April  of  that  year,  with  a  capital  of  8oO,()00,  stock  being 
taken  by  a  large  nund)er  of  the  citizens  of  Dalton  and  the  neighboring 
towns.    Fifty  thousand  dollars  was  a  laige  capital  for  those  days.  The 
com})any  ownt-^d  a  superior  Avater  power,  and  the  nianagers  were  men  of 
enterp.rise  aiid  enthusiasm,  especially  the   treasurer  and  fiscal  agent, 
Heni'y  Marsh.    Mr.  Marsh  was  a  grandson  of ''Squire  Harry,"  and  a 
lawyer.    He  was  what  was  called  then — and  as  others  like  him  are  called 
now— "a  grand  man."    Fie  was  of  sanguine  temperament,  with  full  faith 
that  the  work  in  which  he  was  engaged  would  bring  prosperity,  not  only 
to  thosv  pci^onally  engaged  in  ir,  but  to  the  whole  town.    The  work  of 
building  a  stone  factory,  a  store,  and  dwelling  houses,  was  begun  in 
18o6,  and  in  1837  the  factory  started  with  six  sets  of  broad  looms.  It 
was  carried  on,  as  was  supposed,  satisfactorily  until  ISl'i,  when  it  failed. 
The  result  was  ruin  to  many  who  had  invested  in  its  stock  or  endorsed  its 
paper.    A  storm  of  indignation  followed,  which,  after  forty-two  ^-ears, 
still  pursues  the  menH")ry  of  Henry  Marsh.    There  is,  howevei",  no  evi- 
dence that  he  was  more  at  fault  than  other  men  of  his  temperament  iiave 
often  been  in  later  years.    He  had,  from  the  commencement  of  the  enc-.u'- 
j)rise,  to  encounter  that  memorable  financial  depression  which  began  in 
the  year  1837,  and  which,  in  several  succeeding  years,  strewed  the  country 
with  financial  wrecks.    He  ]:>reasted  the  storm  desperately,  and  perhaps, 
in  his  desperation,  seized  ui)on  unjustifiable  means  for  self-protection. 
He  hoped  to  the  last,  but  all  at  last  ended  disastrously.    His  memory 
should  receive  charity,  if  not  honor. 

Some  three  quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  the  center  of  the  town  i>  an 
excellent  water  power  which  has  had  a  varied  experience  The  premises 
upon  which  it  is  situated  are  known  as  The  Old  Marsh  Place  ;  "  Henry, 
son  of  the  early  settler.  Dr.  Perez  Marsh,  having,  in  the  year  1800,  built 
the  residence  which  still  stands  upon  it.  "Squire  Harry,"  as  he  was 
called,  held  the  office  of  deputy  sheritT  for  many  yt\irs,  and  was  other- 
wise a  citizen  of  note.  Levi  Herrick  bought  the  place  in  1814,  and  built 
a  saw  mill,  and  the  iirst  dam  at  this  point  ou  the  river.  Afler  thnn^  years, 
the  saw  mill  was  changed,  by  Benjamin  Pomeroy,  to  a  bcdsre:ul  factory, 
and  this,  tliree  years  later,  gave  place  to  a  tannery,  e>ial)li-h.'vl  by  l>eau 
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Richardson,  and  carried  on  by  diiferent  parties  nntil,  in  July,  1S6G, 
the  estate  was  sokl  to  Charles  J.,  Abel,  and  J.  B.  Kittredge,  as  tlie  firm 
of  C.  eT.  Kittredge  Co.  This  firm  repaired  the  mill,  enlarged,  and  a(hl- 
ed  to  the  building,  and  converted  it  into  a  woolen  mill,  Vvdiich,  after 
other  improvements,  in  18S4,  has  six  sets  of  cards,  33-  looms,  and  2,460 
spindles,  making  pure  wool  cassimeres  and  fine  doeskins,  and  employing 
lOOhnnds. 

Vv  hen  ihe  town  was  first  settled,  tliere  vrere  found  scattered  over  its 
surface  and  in  deposits  among  its  drift,  a  great  abundance  of  the  brown 
henuitite  boulders,  elsewliere  mentioned  as  abounding  in  several  sections 
of  the  county.  About  the  year  1800,  Captain  Thomas  Green  erected  one 
of  the  furnaces  or  forges,  such  as  were  common  at  that  time,  to  convert 
this  ore  into  crude  iron,  and  connected  with  it  a  foundry,  in  which  he 
used  the  product  for  the  manufacture  of  ])otash  kettles,  plow- shares, 
stoves,  and  othe]*  articles.  Every  considerable,  farm  in  a  wide  circuit  of 
country  needed  its.potash  kettle.  Lemuel  Pomeroy  nnuie  plows  at  Pitts- 
field,  and  the  old  box  stove  was  in  demand  ;  but  the  best  article  made 
w^as  the  old  fashioned  Franklin  stove,  wdiich  was  practically  an  open 
fire-j>lace  of  iron,  set  out  a  little  into  the  apartment  which  it  vv-armed.  It 
ought  again  to  come  into  fashion;  for,  although  designed  for  the  Ijiirn- 
ing  of  wood  whioh  has  grnv.-n  scarce,  and.  not  adapted  to  the  use  either 
of  anthracite  (>r  bituminous  coal,  with  a  proper  grate,  it  is  adiiiir;i]>iy 
fitted  for  the  use  of  coke.  There  is  a  tine  specimen  of  this  Dalton  numu- 
facture  in  the  house  of  Capt.  A.  L.  Chamberlin,  which,  built  a  hundred 
years  ago,  is  tilled  with  relics  of  the  past  manufacture  of  honsehold 
goods  in  Berkshire,  including  a  clock  winch  has  stood  for  eighty  years 
on  the  same  spot.  Captain  Green's  foundry  was  buj-ned  in  1810,  and 
was  succeeded  by  one  built  by  his  son-indaw,  Thomas  G.  Atwood,  iu\<rly 
opposite  the  present  residence  of  lion.  Z.  M.  Crane.  That  vva.-?  burued 
after  some  years,  and  not  rebuilt. 

About  the  year  1832,  Mr.  AYilliam  Renne,  who  had  been  bred  a 
paper-maker,  in  the  Old  Red  mill,  employed  S(une  seventy  girls  in.  the 
manufacture  of  the  gentlemen's  neck-stocks  then  in  fashion.  The  busi- 
ness was  then  removed  to  Pittslield,  where  we  shall  lind  ]\lr.  ilenne  a 
prominent  citizen. 

DAVID  HOliATIO  TOWER. 

Any  complete  history  of  the  pa})er  mills  and  of  pa])er  making  in 
Berkshire  county  would,  of  itself,  till  a  vobune.  The  cimrrast  brtw^en 
the  simple  implements  employed  when  })ai)er  was  made  by  hand,  and^  the 
costly  and  complicated  machinery  of  the  i>resent  day  is  hardly  greater 
than  tl'.at  between  the  old  and  (he  modern  pai>er  mill  hKilflijuj.  Ihir  a 
few  years  ago,  architecture,  as  applied  to  null  biuldings,  was  almost  un- 
known. The  mills  were  put  up  in  a  hapdiazard  way,  very  litih»  ait»'nrion 
paid  to  details,  and  the  matter  of  conv<M\ience  iti  (ho  arrangomoni  of  (lie 
buildiniis  was  seldom  thought  of.     Thov  weiv  unat(ractive  inovory  sense 
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of  (lie  word,  ])eiTig  dark  and  illy  ventilated,  the  idea  being  to  get  the 
largest  return  from  the  least  mone}^  invested.  But  now  this  is  all  changed, 
anil  tlie  niannfactnrers  of  the  present  day  vie  with  each  other  in  the  con- 
strnction  of  theii'  mills.  The  paper  mill  of  the  present  day  is  an  elabo- 
rate all'air  compared  with  its  predecessors.  It  is  thorouglily  and  substan- 
tially built  from  basement  to  roof  :  every  detail  receives  tlie  most  ciu^- 
ful  attention;  ample  room  is  allowed  in  each  department:  the  rooms 
mu^J-  l>e  light,  well  vonrilatcd,  and  arranged  with  an  eye  to  convenience. 
The  last  mill  built  is  likely  to  be  the  best,  as  improvements  of  some  kind 
are  ])ret'y  sure  to  be  introduced  which  will  add  to  the  production  or 
lessen  the  labor  in  some  direction.  Careful  attention  is  ]^aid  to  the  eco- 
nomical distribution  of  motive  power,  and  in  this  respect  the  modern  mill 
is  vastly  superior  to  the  old  models,  and  to  this  end  the  proper  arrange- 
ment of  vrater  connections  is  essential.  Again,  to  develo])  to  the  best 
advantage  the  natui^al  features  of  each  mill  site  necessitates  special  de- 
signs throughout  for  every  mill,  and  while  many  features  are  common  to 
all  good  mills,  the  way  and  manner  of  obtaining  the  same  requires,  in 
nearly  all  cases,  different  and  original  treatment.  The  suggestions  of 
practical  maniif;icturers  have  been  embodied  in  many  portions  of  nulls  and 
the  science  of  paper  manufacture  has  been  materially  aided  and  devel- 
oped by  the  working  out  and  x^nictical  application  of  tlie  ideas  of  differ 
ent  men. 

jNot  as  a  manufacrurer,  bat  as  architect  and  engineer  in  the  construc- 
tion of  paper  mills,  and  in  the  improvements  indicated,  the  name  lieading 
this  article  stands  most  prominent.  Indeed,  among  men  identified  with 
the  rapid  progress  and  improvement  made  in  late  years  in  tlie  art  of  build- 
ing, Mr.  Tower  stands  at  the  head. 

He  was  born  in  Cummington,  Hampshii'e  county,  "Mass.,  March  7rh, 
1832,  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  ten  children  of  Stephen  D.  and  Esther 
Eliza  (Beals)  Tower. 

The  family  are  of  English  origin,  their  ancestor  coming  to  America 
in  1620  and  settling  in  Hingham,  Mass. 

His  grandfather,  Asa  Tower,  married  Deborah  Dyer,  and  after  his 
marriage  moved  from  Hingham  and  settled  in  Cummington,  where  ail  liis 
children,  ten  in  number,  were  born. 

His  father,  Stephen  D.  Tower,  born  in  Cummington,  in  K^(^7.  married, 
June  2d,  1831,  Esther  E.,  daugliter  of  David  Beals,  of  Windsor,  Mass. 
Her  grandfather,  Joshua  B>eals,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Her  father 
died  in  Windsor  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  ;  her  mother  also  died  there, 
aged  eighty-seven. 

Stephen  D.  remained  in  Cumndngton  four  years  after  his  marriage, 
when  he  moved  tu  Windsor,  I^>erkshire  «'ounty,  Mass.,  where  he  gave  a 
portion  of  his  time  to  the  trade  of  carpenter;  he  al>.'  carried  on  a  farm. 
Of  his  ten  cliildren,  the  three  eldest  were  born  in  Cumndngti  m  and  seven  in 
Windsor.  June  2.1,.  l-.^k  >rr.  and  Mrs.  T.u\  er  c.-h*luare.l  iheir  ••golden 
wedding,"  at  which  time  there  had  not  been  a  death  in  ihr-  lamdy.  Four 
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generations  Avere  represented  at  tins  garliering.  The  ten  cliildren  w^i-e 
remarkable  for  their  height  and  weight  ;  their  coni])ined  height  being 
sixty  feet  and  one  inch,  and  theii'  combined  weight  2,015  ponnds,  as  they 
measured  and  weighed  on  this  occasion.  Stephen  I).  Tower  died  on  t]ie 
13th  of  October,  ISSl,  snrviving  bnt  a  few  months  this  noial)le  reunion  of 
his  family.  One  son,  Jarvis  Edson,  died  October  81st,  1SS3.  Of  their 
other  sons,  Dwight  Gideon  lives  at  Windsoi- ;  RV^iry  Alphonse,  at  Xew- 
biiigli,  X.  Y.;  arid  Asldey  Bemib,  in  Ilolyoke,  Mass. 

Tlieir  danghrer,  Emma  Eliza,  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Congden,  Freeport, 
N.  Y.;  Elma  Loni:.a,  wife  of  Benjamin  Newell,  uf  Dalton  ;  Lucy  Beats, 
living  in  Wind^^or ;  and  Deborah  Dyer,  the  vnt'e  of  William  \ewell, 
living  in  West  held. 

Mrs.  Tower  makes  her  home  with  her  son  I)avid*H.,  at  vhe  homestead 
in  Dalton. 

David  H.  Tower  began  his  trade  as  a  millwright's  apprentice  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  when  most  boys  are  at  school,  having  received  ojily  such  edu- 
cation as  could  be  acquired  at  that  age  in  the  common  school. 

From  1846,  when  he  worked  on  Crane's  '*Red  Mill"  at  Dalton,  down 
to  the  present  year  (1885),  Mr.  Tower  has  been  architect  and  furnished  tlie 
designs  for  nearly  all  the  large  pai^er  mills  in  Massachusetts,  and,  indeed, 
of  Xew  England  and  Vrestern  Xew  York  ;  notably,  hovrever,  of  the  im- 
mense mills  at  Holyoke,  where  he  has  made  his  office  and  headquarters. 
In  1871  he  took  his  brother,  x\shley  B.  To\ver,  as  an  assistant,  and  in  1878 
formed  a  partnership  with  him  under  the  hrm  name  of  D.  H.  c\r  A.  B. 
Tower.  The  work  of  the  firm  is  not  confined  to  furnishing  plans  for 
pmper  mills  alone,  but  includes  that  of  other  uiills :  also  a  general  engi- 
neering work,  the  bnilding  of  dams,  wdieel  pits,  finmes.  a.ddiiions  to  mills, 
and  stock  houses  ;  also  a  general  architectural  work  for  blocks,  scliool 
houses,  dwellings,  etc..  is  done.  Some  idea  maybe  formed  of  tlie  vast 
amount  of  work  that  is  done  in  the  drawing  of  plans  from  the  fact  tliat 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  drawings  are  needed  for  each  null,  and  sonu^ 
are  traced  two  or  three  times  each.  Seven  men  are  k.e])t  constantly  em- 
ployed at  their  ufiice  on  this  work. 

J'rom  the  time  of  its  formation  the  business  of  the  lirni  lias. rapidly 
increased,  applications  for  plans  are  being  constantly  received,  some  com- 
ing from  as  far  away  as  Paris  and  Scotland,  showing  In-^w  extensively 
their  reputation  as  careful,  reliable  architects  and  builders  has  gone 
abroad,  and  the  large  list  of  fine  mills  which  they  have  eitlnu"  wholly  or 
partially  constructed  in  our  own  country  attests  how  well  both  the 
Messrs.  Tower  and  their  w^ork  are  appreciatt'd  ami  ulili/vd  at  luune. 

David  H.  married,  July  2d,  185l),  :^largaret,  daughter  of  James  and 
Agnes  (Allen)  Young.  Mrs.  Tower  was  born  in  Olasgow,  Scotland.  May 
30cli,  1838.  They  have  but  one  child  living.  Walter  Eniuont,  luu-n  De- 
cember 26th,  1868. 
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By  H.  C.  Warmer. 


Early  Settlers  and  llieir  Purchases,  Descendants,  and  Successors. — Mills  and  Manufac- 
tories.— Congregational  Church. — ]\[ethodist  Episcopal  Church. — Baptist  Church. — Tiiv- 
ems. — xVcaderny. — ^lagistrates, — Prominent  Citizens. — Grosvenor  Porter  Lowrey. — An- 
drew Reasoner. 


Ills  town  was  incorporated  February  13th,  1760,  from  lands  west  of 


X  f^^he  North  Parish  of  Sheffield,  and  was  named  after  Ciiar-es  Wind- 
ham, Earl  ot  Egremont,  who  was  Secretary  of  State  for  England. 

When  John  Konkapot  and  other  Indians,  in  1724,  deeded  the  lands 
of  the  Ilonsatonic  Township)  to  the. settling  committee,  they  reserved 
a  tract  five  eighths  of  a  mile  wide,  extending  from  the  Ilonsatonic  Pivtn* 
west  along  the  north  line  of  Sheffield  to  the  supposed  line  of  the  prov- 
ince of  New  York.    This  tract  was  called  the  Indian  Resei'vatii.'U. 

In  1736,  at  a  conference  with  the  committee,  the  Indians  exchanged 
this  reservation  for  the  township  of  Stockbridge,  and  at  the  same  time 
requested  that  the  Dutchmen,  who  resided  on  the  reservaiion  east  of 
Taghconic,  might  not  be  dispossessed  of  the  land  which  they  had  im- 
proved. 

One  of  the  settlers  on  the  province  lands  south  of  the  reservation, 
about  1730,  was  Lodowick  Kartiei",  supposed  to  be  from  Rhiut^beck.  X.  Y. 
His  farm  was  bounded  east  by  the  west  line  of  Shetheld.  In  the  oaily 
part  of  1757  he  died,  leaving  a  wife  and  nine  children:  Andrew,  Jacob. 
Nicholas,  Derrick,  Mary,  Matilda,  Catharine,  Janike,  and  Wensha.  .Vt 
a  Probate  Court  at  Northampton,  July  r)th,  17."37,  the  widow  Carliariiie 
and  her  son,  Jacob,  were  a})pointed  administrators  of  the  testate,  and  were 
notified  to  a|)pear  at  a  Prol^ate  Court  at  Xortiiam[)ron,  .lanuary  PHh. 
175S.  The  widi^w's  portion  of  the  estate,  aside  from  that  of  the  cliib 
dren  was  : 

"One  third  part  of  th'>  hon'^e  and  harn,  also  the  iniprovmi  .Mits  wncre  the  hou^c 
and  barn  stands,  bcL^inning  nortlicrl}-  by  the  Indian  line  ;ind  runn.ing  soulhorly 
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rods,  and  also  eleven  acres  on  the  north  side  of  a  50  acre  lot,  bounded  south  on 
Jonah  Westover's  land;  and  of  the  personal  estate,  one  basin,  two  platters,  three 
plates,  three  jars,  ten  spoons,  twelve  trenchers.,  three  porringers,  v/ater  pot,  coffee 
pot,  two  frying  pans,  flesh  hook,  two  ladles,  two  jugs,  two  chests,  two  churns,  three 
tubs,  fifteen  yards  of  h'nen,  one  bedstead,  dog  irons,  box  irons,  fire  pans,  twenty 
pounds  of  bacon,  sixty  yards  of  woolen  shirting,  kersey,  black  and  blue  jacket,  brown 
and  great  coat,  leather  breeches/ stockings,  leggings,  mittens,  shoes  and  boots  three 
iinen  shirl:,,  Oiie  wagon,  one  corn  fan,  two  shays,  3,500  feet  boards,  set  harrow  teeth, 
sleigh,  plow,  six  hives  bees,  bed  and  bedding,  one  sash,  one  worsted  cap,  speckled 
gvey  colt." 

Andrew  Karner,  son  of  Lodowick  and  Catharine  Karner,  settled  on 
the  reservation  about  17B0,  and  obtained  of  the  Indians  a  lease  of  one 
half  of  it  for  ninety-nine  years.  Some  years  afterward  Mr.  Karner  s 
title  was  disputed  by  other  settlers,  but  an  appeal  being  made  to  the 
General  Court,  that  body,  in  1772,  conlirmed  him  in  his  title,  granting 
thp  land  to  him  and  his  lieirs  forev^n\  on  conditions  that  he  fulfill  the 
stipulations  of  the  original  lease.  It  is  traditional  in  the  family  that 
Andrew  Kai'ner  obtained  this  land  by  allowing  John  Van  Guilder,  an  In- 
dian with  a  Dutch  name,  to  marry  his  sister,  Mary.  To  this  John  A'an 
Guilder  tlie  Indians  gave  or  leased  one  half  of  the  reserved  land  in  Egie- 
inont  at  the  time  Mr.  Karner  obtained  his  portion,  and,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Karner,  tlie  land  extended  west  to  the  mountain,  SOD  rods  from  the  west 
line  of  Sheffield.  The  supposed  site  of  Andrew  Ktirner's  residence  is 
marked  by  a  large  chimney  stack,  of  stone,  near  tlie  west  end  of  tlie 
reservation,  in  the  northwest  angle  of  the  highway  which  leaves  Guilder 
Hollow  for  Mount  AVjishington. 

The  children  of  Andrew  Karner  were  Felix,  vvho  lived  at  Mount 
Washington,  but  aftervv^ard  removed  to  Pennsylvania ;  Xichohi^,  n-iio 
married  Sabra  Kelloixg,  and  died  in  tlie  Revolutionary  army,  and  who 
left  three  sons,  Samuel,  Levi,  and  Felix,  to  wliom  their  graudfatiier 
deeded  each  eighty-tive  acres  of  land  in  17S0.  Samuel,  son  oL'  Andrew 
Karner,  died  at  Sharon,  Conn.  Andrew,  jr.,  died  in  this  town.  Tevi  di^nl 
in  1818,  aged  07.  He  married,  in  early  life,  Polly  Kellogg,  wli  )  dicA  Oc- 
tober 11th,  1S28,  aged  60.  Prudence  married  a  (^uimby,  and  rem«>\o  to 
Ftica.  X.  Y.  Anna  married  a  Bucknuin.  Roseanuah  married  .Tc^hn  \'an 
Guilder,  jr.,  and  died  at  Stockluidge,  Xovember,  1704,  or  Fel>ruary,  17i>.">, 
leaving,  besides  other  cliildren,  a  daughter,  Roseanuah,  who  married 
Israel  Humphrey,  of  Mount  \Vasliingt(Ui,  about  ITSo. 

In  1780,  Andrew  Karner,  1st,  conveyt^d  to  bis  daughter.  Mary. 
of  Lieutenant  Michael  Loonris,  eighty  acres  of  th*^  Indian  laud,  bonad-^l 
north  on  the  north  line  of  tin--  Indian  land,  ea^f  on  tlu^  laU'l  he  ga\-.-  tv> 
^Magdalen,  wife  of  Jose])h  AVincliell,  south  on  tln^  dividing  lin*'  of  tlie 
Indian  land,  and  \\est  on  Daniel  Loomis'  land.  Tlu'  same  year  Mr  Kar- 
ner gave  to  Ills  daughter  Klizabetli,  wife  of  l)aniid  Loomis.  tliirty  ^.'\eii 
acres  in  the  norlhwe-^t  part  of  the  Indian  hind. 

.  Andrew  Karner  die«l  in  1781.  ag.'d  81.    In  his  will,  drawn  h\  Kev. 
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Eliplialoi  Steele,  lie  gave  all  his  land  rlieii  leased  out,  to  the  desceiidanls 
of  }\oseannah,  wife  of  John  Y'an  Guilder,  jr.  Tliese  leases  exrrh  ed  abf:)ut 
1832,  bur  the  heirs  are  not  able  to  enfoi'ce  their  claims. 

Jacob  Karner,  S(»ii  of  Lodowick  Karner,  resided  in  Guilder  Hollow. 
The  ruins  of  his  house  may  l>e  seen  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  hiu'h- 
way,  near  where  the  dwelling  of  Andrew  Karnei'  stood.  Jacob  was  town 
collector  in  1787.  lie  died  February  8th,  1817,  aged  84.  Lucy,  his  wife, 
died  Fe^i  uary  28th,  1817.  aged  76.  They  are  buri^^d  on  Truvn  Uill.  Their 
chi]d:v:i  vw.-re  ;  Lodi.e.,ick,  2d.  Silas,  Stephen,  Plyiia,  and  Parnielia. 

The  children  of  Levi  and  Polly  Karner,  and  grandchiklren  of  An- 
drew Karner,  1st,  were:  Dinimus.  born  1790;  Sir  Lanstel,  1799;  Sabra, 
1802  ;  Andrew.  Bd,  1804  ;  Sophronia,  1806,  died  1819  ;  Levi,  jr.,  18(»ri,  died 
1860  ;  Zadock,  1811. 

That  part  of  the  reservation  called  Guilder  Hollow  derives  its  name 
from  John  Yan  Guilder,  sen.,  who  dwelt  in  or  near  there,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  deed  given  by  the  Indians  to  the  committee  in 
1724.  1}  is  traditior.al  that  he  was  an  Indian,  who,  when  a  boy,  vrandered 
from  his  tribe  ajid  was  brought  u])  by  and  named  after  John  Tan  Guilder, 
a  Dtitch  farmer.  He  was  brother-indaw  to  Andrew  Karner,  and  in  this 
way  the  Yan  Guilders  became  half  J)reeds.  The  family  from  1740  until 
after  the  Pevolutionary  war  were  large  owners  of  land,  and  being  consid- 
ered we:ilthy  tlie  sons  and  daughters  of  Yan  Guilder  united  in  marriage 
with  the  descendants  of  the  early  settlers  of  tliis  town.  John  Yan  Guilder 
appears  to  luive  died  previous  to  1760.  as  April  14th  of  that  year  his  wife. 
Mary,  sold  certain  lands  to  Jonathan  Root,  and  in  1764,  other  hinds  to 
her  grandsons,  Elikim  and  Hezekiah  Winched.  As  tliese  lands  were 
claimed  by  Robert  Livingston,  the  Yan  Guilders,  with  others,  had  fre- 
quent skirmishes  witii  Livingston  and  his  men,  and  as  a  result  A  an  Gidl- 
der  and  son  were  imjjrisoned,  but  were  soon  I'eleased  by  orders  of  Gover- 
nor Hardy,  of  Xew  York.  The  Yan  Guilder  families  appear  on  the  tax 
lists  of  the  town  in  1761. 

In  1775  Andrew  Yan  Guilder  sold  Elnathan  P>ush  forty  acres  of  the  In- 
dian land.  In  1790  this  Yan  Guilder  removed  to  Georgia,  Yt.,  wheiv,  iri 
1819,  he  conveyed  to  Avery  Ainsworth  and  Origeu  P.  Richardson,  of 
Milton,  Yt.,  one  third  part  of  that  piece  of  land  in  Egreinont  which  his 
father  leased  for  99  years. 

In  1807,  Nicholas  Yan  Guilder,  son  of  John  A'^an  Guilder,  "jr..  quit 
claimed  to  Stephen  Root,  of  Eniield,  Conn.,  all  his  titles  to  th.'  Indian 
reservation.  The  last  of  the  name  in  this  town  was  Paniel  Van  (iuilder. 
who  removed  to  Yeiaiiont  many  yeai-s  ago.  His  children  were  Pavid, 
Philander,  Pyer,  Lucy,  and  Ann. 

Saniuel  Winchell!^  from  Annmia.  X.  Y  ,  settled  n('ai-  Xorth  E-remont 
with  his  brother,  Ezeriah,  in  1720.  lu  17J:].  Sammd  rem.)vrd  lo  T\v*4v.> 
Mile  Pond,  in  Monterey,  wliere  he  kept  a  hort4  three  ye:irs.  and  ih.^i 
returned  to  Egremont.    In  a  petition  to  the  (.unaual  Court,  I-\4)ruary  Sih. 
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1743,  lie  states  he  owned  fifteen  acres  of  land  in  Uiis  town.  He  was  re- 
lated to  the  Van  Guihler  and  Karner  laniilies. 

January  19t]},  1703,  Benjamin  Kank  ew-ena-en- ant,  John  Konka-pot, 
and  others  of  the  Stoekbridge  Indians,  relinqnished  all  iheir  riirhts  to  rhe 
reservation  in  Slieffiekl  and  Egrenionr.  .  In  the  lapse  of  yeiirs  tliis  deed 
had  been  forgotten,  and  the  agreement  had  ])econie  t]'adition.  In  1811, 
cei'tain  of  the  tril>e  residing  in  Oneida  county,  X.  Y.,  conveyed  to  John 
F.  Grngg,  of  Angnsta,  X.  Y.,  their  su])posed  rights  lo  cerijiin  lands  in 
this  town.  In  1820,  a  party  liolding  irnder  Gragg  kaid  claim  to  part  of 
the  reservation,  ond  ten  of  tlip  inliabirants  were  induced  to  pay  >'40  each 
to  release  their  lands.  Again,  in  1808,  a  suit  was  commenced  agaiirst 
Seth  Xe^wDum  by  parties  claiming  under  t!ie  Gragg  title  ;  but  the  dis- 
covery of  tlie  deed  of  1703  teraunated  tlie  suit. 

In  1731,  Captain  John  Spoor,  for  £30  and  a  suit  of  clothes,  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians  COO  acres  of  land  on  PZgremont  pkiin.  Captain 
Spoor  had  three  sons,  Isaac,  Jacob,  and  Cornelius. 

By  17o0  a  number  had  settled  both  north  and  south  of  the  Indian  res- 
ervation, and  October  29th  of  that  year  Joim  Poph-nedion-muk-vrok, 
Peter  Poph-qun-nau-peet,  Jehoiakim  Yoakin,  Isaac  We-iuium-peet,  Je 
hoiachim  Shauanun,  of  Stockbridge,  in  consideration  of  -£'20,  conveyed 
to  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  Aaron  Loomis,  Josiah  Phelps,  jr.,  Brujamin  Tre- 
main,  Samuel  Colver,  Samu^^l  Welch,  David  Winched,  Samuel  Young- 
love,  Mary  Shaw.  William  \Vebb,  Xoah  Blandiu,  Timothy  Hopkins. 
Jonatlum  Welch,  R.)bert  Joyner,  Samuel  AVinchell,  Jotiathan  Willard. 
William  Joyner,  Gideon  Church,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Aaron  Sheldon,  Pliilip 
Smith,  Israel  TayLjr,  Andrew  Van  Guilder,  Joseph  Van  Guilder,  Jacol-> 
Van  Guilder,  and  others,  the  Slniwenon  purchase,  which  was  bounded 
east  on  Sheffield,  south  on  the  noiah  line  of  the  reservation,  west  on  land 
laid  out  to  Robert  Xoble  and  others,  called  Xoblerown,  and  ro  extend 
north  to  the  northwest  corner  of  said  town,  thence  east  to  Stockl)rjdge 
west  line.  This  purchase  extended  into  Alford,  and  the  other  grantees 
are  given  in  the  history  of  that  town.  At  the  same  tinni,  as  recorded  in 
the  Proprietors'  book,  the  Indians  granted  land  titles  to  Xehemiah  Mt'S- 
senger,  John  Hopkins,  Elias  Hopkins,  William  Roberts,  Nicholas  Kai'iier. 
Edward  Bailey,  Abraham  Andrews,  Jacob  Karner,  Josiah  Loomis,  Moses 
Loomis,  John  Tuller,  Andrew  Race,  Chilsiopher  P)raze(\  Jacob  KarutU', 
2d,  Josiah  Graves,  John  Hodenbeck,  and  Lodowick  Karner.  their  lands 
being  chietly  south  of  the  reservation. 

In  1735,  John  Tuller,  with  Anna,  his  wife,  came  from  Siurslniry,  ('(.. 
and  settled  near  the  north  lim-  of  the  Indian  reservation,  east  of  the  \ 
lage  of  South  Egremont.  His  tirst  Jh)use,  of  h\gs,  stood  about  iifry  ro-l^ 
east  of  the  Tuller  burying  ground,  in  the  corner  of  a  ni<>adow.  and  on  the 
soiiih  sivie  of  Hubl)aid  Bj'o( Jv.  In  17r»8  I'ldhu'  purcha^t^l  of  Isaac  \'.'s. 
bu]gli,  in  consideration  of  L'3oo,  rhret.'  hun/kr»>d  and  twcnt \- acu'es  ;  it  bi'inir 
part  of  tliat  laTid  which  th<-  Indians,  ni  rh<"  sa!tM>r  Sh.MlicM.  res,n  vi'd. 
It  was  bounded  north  on  a  lim^  running  fiom  the  noith  lu'unding-  lin«'  "t" 
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said  land,  south  tlii-ee  quarters  the  width  of  the  Indion  hind  ;  west  on 
the  west  bounded  line  of  Shetiield  ;  east  so  far  as  to  make  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  Ahout  a  year  before  the  ch)se  of  the  French  and  In- 
dian war  Jolm  TulIeV  began  tlie  erection  of  the  brick  house  now  stariding 
at  the  southeast  termination  of  South  Egremont  vilhige;  on  the  north 
side  of  tlie  highway.  This  house,  constructed  of  bricks  made  on  rhe 
farm,  was  finished  in  ITGl.  On  its  wnll,  whicli  are  lirm  as  wlien  tirst 
built,  is  til'-  date  17Cd .  with  the  initials  A.  for  Anna,  and  ./.  T.  for  John 
Tu]L?r,  witli  an  engraved  heart  between  them;  thus  sliowing  the  happy 
union  \^  hich  existed  between  Mr.  Tuller  and  his  wife.  Before  the  com- 
pletion of  liis  house  Mr.  Tuller  was  called  upon  to  act  as  a  wagoner  in 
transpoi'ting  supplier  to  the  army,  then  acting  in  the  northern  campaign 
against  the  French  aiid  Indians.  He  was  gone  one  year,  and  during  his 
absence  ]iis  descendants  relate  that  the  family  resided  in  the  brick  house, 
which  was  only  completed  to  the  hrst  story,  and  X)rotected  by  a  tempo- 
rary roof. 

John  Tuller  came  from  Simsbury,  Conn., a  poor  man,  but  accumulated 
property,  and  before  his  death  purchased  a  farm  for  his  sons.  In  1700 
his  farm,  by  ah  act  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  was  set  off 
frorn  Shefheld  and  annexed  to  Egremont.  John  Tuller  died  iNTa}'  1st, 
1797.  agrerl  .^o.  Anna  died  Ju^ie  25th,  17'85,  aged  GS.  They  are  buried  in 
a  yard  hfiy  rods  north  of  the  old  brick  liouse.  This  yard  adjoins  a  b;irn 
yard  and  is  about  seventy-five  feet  long  and  forty  wide.  In  addirion  to 
those  of  John  and  Anna,  gravestones  of  ancient  pattern  mnrk  the  biuial 
places  of  John  Tuller  :jd,  born  Februaiy  3d,  17G9,  died  October  JUli, 
1804.  aged  07;  ^largaret,  wife  of  John  Tuller  3d,  died  Februaiy  "JGrh, 
1837,  aged  Co:  Seneca  Tuller,  died  1828,  aged  77;  Joel  Tuller,  May  ]^t. 
1835,  aged  78  :  Mark  Tuller.  July  IGth,  1814,  aged  74  ;  Mary,  wife  of  Joel 
Tuller,"May  2Gth,  1800.  aged  42  ;  Taletha,  wife  of  Asa  Holmes,  1782,  agr^d 
22;  Mary,  wife  of  Francis  Heare,  December  14tli,  1788,  aged  33  :  Betsey, 
second  wife  of  Francis  Heare,  January  3d,  1708,  aged  42. 

John  Tuller,  jr.,  built  the  old  Tuller  house  in  Guilder  Hollow,  now 
occu].)ie{i  by  George  Bradford.  This  house,  over  a  century  old,  was  occu- 
pied for  many  years  by  successive  membei's  of  the  Tuller  family.  Forfy 
rods  east  of  Mr.  Bradford's  residence  there  was  once  an  ancient  burial 
place  of  this  and  other  fandlies  in  tlie  Hollow  ;  here  also,  it  is  related, 
the  Yan  Guilders  and  other  half  breed  Indians  buried  their  dead  for  some 
years.  This  burial  jJace  is  remend)ered  by  a  few  aged  inhabitants  of  tin* 
town,  but  all  traces  of  it  have  disappeared,  and  the  plow  has  many  ti^^^^s 
passed  over  the  last  resting  place  of  many  of  the  original  inhabitanfs. 

The  Proprietors'  records,  commencing  with  tlu^  Shawenon  'purchaM^ 
in  17f;e',  close  in  182G.  The  old  book,  in  a  dilapidated  comlirion,  is  pre- 
served in  the  otfice  of  the  town  clerk.  SaminO  Colver,  Josiah  \V"b'>.  wwA 
James  Baldwin  were  pro})rietors  (clerks)  f<u'  nuiny  yoars.  Among  tli.> 
old  surveyors  \\  ere  :  8auiUpl  ^fessengei",  John  Williams.  17''»'>;  Ismmc  An- 
drevvs,  Nathan  Austin,  ]7(){)-0o;  James  Baldwin,  170:'. ;    F[ihiaim  I'lich. 
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1805.  William  Webb  was  collecti^r  in  17G0.  Tn  l?.')?  Ebenezer  Baldwin 
was  sent  to  Boston  on  bnsiness  for  the  -proprietors.  September  13th, 
1757,  John  Hamlin,  Elnatban  Bronson,  and  Daniel  Kelsey  were  ax^pointed 
li  committee  to  prosecnte  any  person  found  trespjissing  on  the  i^oprie- 
tors'  lands,  and  John  Hamlin  and  Elnathan  Bronson  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  pay  the  Indians  and  take  security  for  the  proi^rietors.  In 
1757  a  committee  was  ap])ointed  to  ia}^  out  highways. 

At  tile  ilr^i  town  meeting,  March.  17()1,  Samuel  Winchell  was  elected 
clerk  ;  Jonah  Westover,  Timothy  Kellogg,  Isaac  Spoor,  selectmen  ;  Sam- 
uel Winchell,  Timothy  Kellogg,  Robert  Joyner,  assessors.  In  1761  the 
tax  payers  ^\  ere  Jonah  Westover,  Stephen  Kellogg,  Timothy  Kellogg, 
Ebenezer  Olds,  Jose})h  Jacobs,  Robert  Karner,  Isaac  Karner,  John  Jin]- 
ienbeck.  jr.,  Derick  Ilollenbeck,  John  Watson,  Jacob  Van  Guilder,  An- 
drew Van  Guilder,  ^lattis  Bunce,  Mary  Yan  Guilder,  Jacob  Karner  2d, 
^latthew  Yan  Guilder,  John  Beals,  Simon  Willard,  Asahel  Porter,  John 
Yan  Guilder,  Hezekiah  Winchell,  Andrew  Karner,  Michael  Loumis,  Ja- 
cob Karner  1st,  Bartholemew  Hogeboome,  Joseph  Yan  Guilder,  Nathan 
Smitli,  Josiah  Loomis,  Andrew  Loomis,  Josiah  Welch,  Jonatlian  Welch, 
Joshua  Adams,  Joseph  AYinchelL  William  Webb,  Josiah  Loomis.  jr.. 
Cliarles  Bliin  Jacob  Boice,  Josiah  Phelps,  Samuel  Younglove,  Peter  Te- 
zcii,  Si'iuLiivI  Culver,  Isaac  Grimes,  Simeon  Noble,  Andrew  Race,  Christo- 
pher Brazee,  Philip  Smith,  Ebenezer  Smith,  John  Collins,  George  Roller- 
son,  Nehemiadi  Messenger,  John  Perry,  Ephraim  Fitch.  Danitd  Welxtcr. 
Nicholas  Karner,  Isaac  Tolbrey,  Samuel  Roberts,  Isaac  Spoor,  \Ylieaton 
Hicks,  Jonatlian  Hill.  Noah  Blandin,  Widow  Brazee,  Jacob  Spoor,  John 
Hollenbf-ck,  Mikeal  llolienbeck,  William  Hollenbeck,  Benjamin  Tremain, 
Jonathan  Darby,  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  Robert  Hollenbeck,  John  Race. 
Jonathan  Center,  Robert  Joyner,  David  Rew,  Ebenezer  Taylor,  Saniu»-1 
Taylor,  Samuel  Winchell,  Thomas  Smith,  Edward  Bailey,  Hooker  Hub- 
bard, Isaac  Graves,  Nicholas  ^'an  Guilder,  and  Paul  Tibbett. 

Robert  and  William  Joyner,  from  Cornwall,  Ct.,  about  1740,  wt/i-e 
noted  men  in  town.  Yllliam  was  an  ofiicer  in  the  war  of  the  proviiK'es 
against  the  French  and  Indians.  The  hardships  of  the  campaign  bronidit 
on  disease  from  which  he  died  after  his  return  home.  He  was  buried  on 
his  farm,  where  Frank  Baldwin  resides.  His  tombstone  has  thi^  inscrip- 
tion : 

"  HERE  LIES  INTERED  YE 
BODY   OF  LIEUT 
WILLIAM  JOYNER 

WHO  DIED 
DECEMBER  YE   1 5 
1760  &   IN   YE  42 
YEER  OF  HIS  AGE, 
OUR  GIDE   IS  OONF,  WK 
ARE  LEFT  A  LONE  r.UT  ON 
THIS  STONE  WE  MAKE 
OUR  MONE  HAIL  HAPI'I 
OFF^Fkl^G  DO  NOT  SV  TH 
THIS  BRITAIN  DIED  FOR  LIUEKI  V." 
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liobei't  Joyner,  brother  of  Lieutenant  Joyner,  juid  ji)-st  ciiptain  of 
Egreiiiont,  died.  Xoveml>er  lltli,  180:2,  aged  17.  Lucy,  his  wife,  died 
Februnry  9th,  IBOL  aged  70.  They  are  buried  in  Town  Hill  Cemetery. 
Robert  left  Octavius,  a  captain  of  militia  and  member  of  the  General 
Court  in  ISl^).  From  Octavius  are  descended  the  different  branches  of 
the  family. 

Noriiino;  croi  be  said  regarding  the  proceedings  of  the  several  town 
meetings  daring  the  Revolution,  as  the  records  were  destroyed  by  the 
buriiing  of  the  store  of  Sawyer  &  Race,  at  ^S'orth  E2:remont,  in  February, 
1838. 

It  is  traditional  that  no  tory  was  snlfered  to  remain  in  town,  and  that 
on  one  occasion  a  party  from  Livingston  Manor  encamped  near  the 
cemetery  at  i^orth  Egremont.  A  skirmish  ensued,  a  tory  named  Fields 
was  captured,  and  having  a -British  lieutenant's  commission  on  his  person 
he  was  sent  a  prisoner  to  AVest  Point. 

Baldwin  Hill,  near  the  center  of  the  town,  w^as  named  after  Ebenezer 
Baldwin,  who  ^eilled  tliere  between  1730  and  175G.  He  died  April  SOth. 
1793,  aged  78.  His  sons  were:  Benjamin,  died  August  21st,  178o,  aged  2]  ; 
Joseph,  July  loth,  1803,  aged  51  ;  James,  September  4th,  1843,  aged  84; 
SamueL  in  1828,  was  an       D.,  in  Oxford,  X.  Y;  and  Jonnthan. 

The  south  part  of  the  town,  between  the  mountains,  was  set  off  from 
Muuui  Vrasbington  in  1817,  and  called  Willard's  Hollow,  after  Simon 
Willard,  who  settled  there  in  1760. 

The  first  saw  mills  and  grist  mills  w^ere  built  at  a  very  early  date, 
and  their  history  is  lost  in  oblivion.  Among  the  earliest  of  which  any 
record  can  be  found  is  the  saw  mill  of  Andrew  Karner,  on  HublKird  Brook, 
at  South  Egremont,  v\diich  Karner  conveyed,  in  1780,  to  his  grandson-in- 
law,  Francis  Hare.  \Yest  of  this  ndll  Hooker  Hubbard  had  a  grist  mill 
in  1797.  Hubbard  was  a  wheelwright  in  town  as  early  as  1750,  and  i-er- 
haps  erected  his  mill  about  that  time.  In  1797  Hubbard  conveyed  his 
saw  mill,  a  little  west  of  his  grist  mill,  to  John  Lightbody.  This  sawmill 
was  built  by  Andrew  Karner  and  others.  In  1832  Xathan  Benjinni:i  nnd 
Chester  Goodale  purchased  certain  water  rights  and  ere<3ted  the  new  giist 
mill  w^hich  was  conveyed,  in  1850,  to  Calvin  W.  and  Joseph  A.  Benjamiri. 
The  grist  mill  at  North  Egremont  was  owned  by  Moses  Church  in  179-J. 
In  1304  oil  from  llaxseed  was  manufactured  at  this  mill.  Since  that  ycai' 
the  successive  owners  have  been  Isaac  Hatch,  Peter  ]>enedict,  Joshua 
Dakin,  Abraham  Race,  John  Brazee,  Andrew  Race,  John  Colver,  Azariah 
Judson,  Daniel  Winchell,  Asa  and  Milo  Tahnage,  Samuel  and  .Mih^s  Mil- 
lard, Thomas  Wood,  Joshua  L.  Millard,  John  K  Van  Branu  r.  In  K<:i2 
Nathan  Benjamin  had  a  distillery  at  South  Egrem(>nt.  and  Peier  Millai-d 
one  at  North  Egrenu^nt.  in  1841  D.  P.  Hutchinson  had  niai  ble  works  at 
South  Egremont,  and  Phiio  Upson  a  cloth  manufactory.  In  1S(.S  Samu-d 
and  Setli  Newman  granted  permission  t(^  Isaac  Spoor,  of  SholliehL  to 
build  a  dam  on  Guilder  Bi-ook  for  a  fullinu"  and  car.lim^-  mill.  Thi-  ndll 
stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  r(»ad  which  leaves  (niil  !-  ;'  IMlow  for 
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Mount  AVasliington,  near  the  residence  of  Seth  Newman.  In  1833  Rufus 
Ne\ynian  conveyed  this  mill  to  Frederick  Church,  who  opei-ated  it  as  a 
fulling  mill,  wirli  a  carding  machine  and  dye  house,  until  about  ISGn.  • 

On  Guilder  Brook,  five  eighths  of  a  mile  northwest  of  b^eth  Xew- 
nian's,^  on  the  road  from  the  Hollow  to  Mount  Washington,  where 
Ephraim  AVelch  resides,  Michael  Loomis  erected  a  grist  mill,  of  which, 
in  1790,  lie  conveyed  one  third  to  Nicholas  Eace.  Aftei-  a  f«w  years  this 
mil]  was  succeeded  by  a  saw  mill,  which  was  abandoned  twenty-tive 
years  ago. 

In  1843  hw-in  D.  W.  Baldwin,  of  Yan  Deusenville,  in  Great  Barrins;- 
ton,  purcliased  a  farm  of  the  heirs  of  David  AVheeler,  on  the  turnpike, 
one  and  one  fourth  miles  west  of  South  Egremont.  Removing  there  he 
soon  erected,  on  the  site  of  the  old  stone  saw  mill,  a  building  three  stories 
high  and  sixty  feet  long,  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  with  his  brother, 
Orrin  Baldwin,  in  the  manufacture  of  chairs  until  the  present. 

At  Sourh  Egrauont,  previous  to  1845,  Benjamin  Cole  had  a  coach 
building  establishment,  which  he  sold  that  year  to  David  Dalzell,  sen. 
The  firm  how  know^n  as  Dalzell  &  Co.  is  engaged  in  the  raanufactnre  of 
axles  for  carriages  and  wagons. 

77/ e  Conrjregational  Church.— In  17GT  the  people  of  Egremont  erected 
a  meeting  house,  I'aised  money  to  procure  {^reaching,  and  invited  Rev. 
James  Treadway  to  become  their  pastor.  He  declined,  and  for  two  or 
three  yeai's  sevei'al  candidates  were  employed.  The  lirst  church  was  <n-- 
ganized  February  20th,  1110,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Strong,  pastor  of  the 
church  at  New  ^larlboro,  assisted  by  a  council  of  delegates  from  neigii- 
boring  churches.  The  first  members  were  Ephraim  Fitch.  Timothy  Kel- 
logg, Samuel  Culver,  Daniel  Cooley,  Seth  Strong,  and  Louisa  Strong^ 
his  wife. 

June  28th,  1770,Rev.  Eliphalet  Steele,of  West  Hartford, Conn.,  agrad- 
uate  of  Yale  College  in  1764,  was  ordained  pastor.  During  his  pastorate 
the  follovving  persons  were  added  to  tlie  church  :  Ebenezer  (.)lds,  Jolm 
Tuller.  Anna  Tuller,  Abigal  Loomis,  Lydia  Fitch,  Deboraii  ^Yestuver, 
Kezziah  Kellogg.  Anna  Olds,  Pliilip  Smith,  Edward  Bailey,  and  Sai-ah, 
his  wife,  Samuel  Winchell,  Abigal  Jacobs,  Anna  Kellogg,  Paulina  Tnlhor, 
Daniel  Webster,  Hannah,  his  wife.  Moses  Corban,  Eunice,  his  wife.  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Samuel  Colver.  Martin  Tuller,  Oliver  Pier,  Elizabetli  Pier. 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Tremain,  Azariah  Root,  and  Elizabeth,  ills  wife, 
Samuel  Bush,  and  Rachel,  his  wife,  Josiah  Loomis,  Mind  well  Kellogir, 
Jacob  Karner,  Lucy,  his  wife,  Rebecca,  wife  of  Daniel  Cooley,  Mary,  wite 
of  Edward  Daley,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rev.  Eliphalet  Steele,  Mary,  ^ife  of 
Robert  AVatson.  Alugal,  wife  of  Andrew  PalUM->()n,  .Vnua  Bar(1r-it,  a 
widow,  Andrew  Karner,  Hannali  ]]enjamin,  William  Dah.'y,  Lavinia  Stnifii, 
widow,  William  Joyiuu',  Thaidvful,  wife  of  Jonathan  Nasli,  S  irali  Joyner, 
a  widow,  Josejdi  Baldwin,  Sanond  Oibble,  L\  dia,  hi-  Nvif,\  A<<Mi->rh.  wife 
of  Jonali  \\\"stMve!\  Mary  I)t.']nm>r<\  .Nhtigarei.  w  i fe  of  .b >hn  Kool .  D'»ny, 
wife  of  Jacob  Loomis,  Rachel  Loonds,  John  Ro(~>t,  Andrew  Loomis,  and 
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Thankful,  liis  wife,  Mary,  wife  of  Moses  Cliurcli,  Jolin  Kellogg,  Fanny 
Curtis,  widow,  Lucy  Almancler,  A'bigal  Kaee,  a  wid(;w. 

For  several  years  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Steele  wos  successful,  and  it 
appears  that  he  was  esteemed  by  his  people  until  near  the  ch>se  of  his 
pastorate.  Serious  dissensious  tJien  sprung  up  among  the  iniiabitants, 
originating  in  the  Shays  war.  As  he  was  supposed  to  be  favorable  to  the 
govej'nnient,  the  malcontents  became  his  enemies  and  opposers.  On  a 
certain  oct^asion  several  aimed  ruffians  violently  entered  his  liouse  in  tlie 
night,  and  affe]-  treating  hini  in  a  very  insolent  and  abusive  manner,  car- 
ried avrav  })is  wa^cli  and  several  articles  of  r-p, thine:. 

The  c] lurch  must  liave  been  in  a  low  state  at  least  ten  years  previous 
to  liis  disii.is^a],  for-,  in  tlie  b'fe  of  Jei'emiah  Holland  it  is  related  that 
January  ^'th,  1784.  lie  I'ode  with  Dr.  West,  of  Stockbridge,  to  Egremont. 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Association,  where  he  expected  to  be  licensed 
to  i)reach  ;  but  no  one  came  to  the  meeting  but  Rev.  Joseph  Avery,  of 
Alford.  So  they  could  not  proceed  to  his  examination.  The  next  day 
Mr.  Holland  rode  home"  with  Mr.  Avery,  where  he  dined  on  potatoes 
boiled  with  a  small  piece  of  salt  pork,  but  no  l)read,  and  not  a  word  of 
complaint. 

Mr.  Steele  ^Nas  dismissed  April  29th,  1794.  In  1795  he  was  installed 
over  the  Congregational  church  at  Paris  Hill,  N.  Y.,  where  his  ministry 
was  snccessful.  His  wife,  Elizal)eth,  died  in  Egremont  February  4th, 
1793,  aged  44.    Mr.  Steele  died  October  17th.  1817,  aged  75. 

In  1803  Eev.  Aaron  Kinne,  a  graduate  (d*  Yale  College  in  17b5.  took 
up  his  residence  in  Egremont,  and  two  years  afterward  moved  to  Al- 
ford, in  both  of  vrhich  places  he  preached  occasionally  for  some  years. 
Through  his  efforts  the  Egremont  church,  which  had  become  extinct, 
was  reorganized  in  1816,  with  foui'teen  mend^ers.  Of  the  first  church, 
Jacob  Karner,  Lucy  Karner,  his  wife,  Widow  Mary  Daley,  and  John  Koot 
were  living,  but  through  the  infirmities  of  age  were  unable  to  l)ecome 
members  of  the  new  organization.  Deacon  Stephen  Karner,  who  was 
baptized  in  infancy,  now  united  with  the  church,  thus  forming  a  visible 
link  betvreen  the  first  and  second  orgaiuzations.  Xo  pastor  was  settled 
until  November  20th,  1820,  when  Rev.  Cardner  Hay  den  was  installed. 
He  was  dismissed  October  2Grh,  1831.  His  successors  have  been  :  Rev. 
Saul  Clark,  June  5th.  1834,  to  October  31st,  1839;  Rev.  John  Goddard, 
installed  March  11th.  1841,  died  Novend)^u'  4th,  1811;  Rev.  John  G. 
Hall,  October  ISth,  1842,  to  April  2d,  185();  Rev.  Elias  Clark,  .lauuary 
6th.  1851,  to  AprU  20th,  1854;  Rev.  James  B.  Cleavelauil,  .1  uly  12rh, 
1855,  to  May  20th,  1862:  Rev.  Timothy  A.  Hayden,  ^^ay  2d,  lSt)5,  to 
May  10th,  1869;  Rev.  H(n\ace  S.  Shaplelgli,  DecembtU'  8th,  ISi'.J.  t<.  July 
lltli,  1871:  Rev.  N.  S.  Dickinson,  October  18th,  1872,  diod  March  2Sflu 
1876;  Rev.  Allen  F.  De  Camp,  February,  1877.  to  May  1st,  1883;  Kev. 
Parris  T.  Farwell,  installed  October  23d,  1883. 

The  church  edifu  t,',  erected  in  1767,  stood  at  Town  Hill,  in  ilu^  south- 
east corner  of  the  cemetej'y.    It  was  us».h1  as  a  place  of  worship  until  the 
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ej-eotion  of  the  present  edifice,  at  South  Egremont,  in  1832.  From  183? 
to  1850  rhe  old  building  was  occupied  as  a  town  house.  In  1850  it  was 
sold  to  Tru  in  D.  \Y.  Baldwin,  who  removed  it  to  near  his  residence,  where 
it  was  converted  into  a  barn.  In  1752  the  chapel  at  South  Egiemontwas 
erecied  and  in  1855  the  parsonage  east  of  the  church  was  purchased. 
By  ail  act  of  the  Legislature  in  183-1  Andrew  Bacon,  Chester  Goodale, 
Levi  Hare,  ^Vilbei-  Curtis,  and  Natlian  Benjamin  were  incorporated  as 
the  C^-iigregatioiial  S(;cie[}-  of  Egremont. 

In^  loTo  the  present  edifice  was  remodeled  and  was  rededicated 
Tebruary  IGth,  ISM. 

The  deacons  liave  been  :  Timothy  Kellogg,  for  several  years  :  Elezer 
Barrett,  3816-21  ;  Samuel  Newmau,  181G-21  ;  Andrew  Bacon,  sen..  1821-10, 
died  August  20th,  18-10;  Stephen  Karner,  1821-49,  died  June  28th,  1840  ; 
Comfort  Sparks,  3  821-41,  died  :May  30th,  1841  ;  Andrew  Bacon,  jr.,  183S-- 
70;  Phxiy  Karnei-,  1849-70 ;  George  Gardner,  1870-73;  Simeon  A.  Foster. 
]\[.]).,  1870-72  ■  Da.vid  Dalzell,  sen.,  1873-70,  died  elune  25rh,  1879  ;  Eod- 
erick  H.  Xorton,  1883,  died  1883;  Orson  A.  Branch,  1883;  Almon  A. 
Smith,  appointed  1884. 

Tl'.e  Mtilu'Klist  Episcopal  Claircli. — The  precise  year  of  the  intro- 
dncti'jn  of  \lethodism  into  Egremont  is  unknown.  There  is  abvaidant 
proof,  }iowever,  that  in  that  part  of  the  loww  called  Guilder  Hollow  there 
Avere  members  of  this  denomination  almost  a  centiiry  ago. 

In  Apj'il,  1780,  at  the  annnal  conference  of  Methodist  Episcopal 
churches  at  Trentun,  X.  J.,  Rev.  Benjamin  AblKjtt  was  appointed  to 
travel  Dutchess  Circuit,  which  extended  so  far  into  Berkshire  county  as 
to  include  ]\lount  Washington  and  Egremont.  In  his  diary  Mr.  Abbott 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  his  visit  to  these  places. 

In  1801,  Lorenzo  Dow  was  appointed  to  the  circuit.  He  says  "a  re- 
port that  crazy  Dow  had  got  back  from  Ireland  brought  many  out  to 
hear;  Blount  AYashington,  Egremont,  and  Sheffield  I  visited,  thence  to 
Hudson  and  on  to  Rhinebeck."  Sometimes  througli  Guilder  Hollow 
traveled  Bishop  Asbury  when  on  his  long  and  weary  journeys  from  one 
section  of  the  country  to  another.  Occasionally  tlie  bishop  tarried  for 
the  night  at  the  house  of  Elijah  King,  who  was,  one  of  the  tirst  Metho- 
dists in  The  Hollow."  From  the  introduction  of  Methodism  into  tlie 
south  part  of  the  town  until  the  building  of  their  lirst  church  the  adher- 
ents of  this  denomination  worshipi)ed  in  barns,  school  houses,  and  dwel- 
lings. A  memorable  occasion  was  a  qtiarterly  meeting  in  Uriah  Sorn- 
borger  s  barn,  in  July,  1819,  The  preacher  of  the  occasion  was  Ibn-. 
Daniel  Coe.  Several  at  that  time  wei'e  baptized.  Meetings  were  a  No 
held  at  the  houses  Setli  ]Newman,  Elijah  King,  Epln-aim  Bunce,  and 
Uriah  Sorrd)orger,  and  these  [)laces  were  always  open  for  the  eutertaiu- 
njent  (^f  the  preachers. 

The  most  pi  ominent  mend)tu's  of  those  years  were  as  follows  :  Elijah 
King,  a  son  of  .lolm  King,  Es([.,"  of  Mount  Washington.  This  Elijah 
King  settled  in  Guilder  IL.dlow  about  1780.    He  died  Sep; ember  24lh, 
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1825,  ao-ed  67  years,  and  wasbniied  in  tlie  old  buri?;]  gTonnd  on  "Town 
Hill."  Setli  ]\ewnian,  sen.,  from  Pond  Ridge,  ^\^estcllestf:;r  county,  N.  Y., 
settled  on  the  Indian  reservation  in  1798.  lie  was  born  January  8rh, 
1772,  an<l  died  June  SGth,  1855.  Sabra  Herrick,  his  wife,  died  October 
13t]i,  1843,  aged  GS  ;  Ephraim  Bunce,  who,  wliile  on  a  visit  to  Saratoga, 
died,  and  was  buried  there  some  years  ago  ;  Asaph  Emmons,  a  class 
leadei'.  from  CoiTiwall,  Conn.,  who  resided  in  that  part  of  the  town  in  ISoO. 
Join]  Kmmoir^.  his  son.  who  was  a  k)cal  jw-^acher  in  1810,  died  at  Canaan, 
Conn.,  May  2rjrh,  18G4. 

Kev.  Elijah  King,  a  son  of  Elijali  King  before  mentioned,  was  born  in 
Egrem^ont.  in  1786,  and  died  at  Cambridge,  Y.,  ^darch,  1S47.  In  1811 
lie  joined  the  Genesee  conference  and  for  twenty-li\'e  years,  or  nntil  liis 
health  became  impaired,  was  pastor  of  various  Methodist  chnrches  in 
Central  Xe\v  York. 

June  25th,  1833,  David  AYheeler,  who  resided  where  Irwin  D.  W. 
Baldwin  now  lives,  in  consideration  uf  820,  conveyed  to  Gurdon  Joyner 
seventy-one  rods  of  land  on  which  to  build  a  meeting  house  for  the  nse 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society.  Mr.  Joyner  conveyed  this  land  to 
David  I.  King,  Seth  Xevrman.  and  Rufus  ^N'ewman,  associate  trustees. 
This  location  was  hfty  feet  west  of  Mr.  Baldwin's  residence.  The  church 
of  svood.  uas  ererred  in  1883,  and  dedicated  by  Rev.  Charles  Sherman 
and  Rev.  Julius  Eields,  several  others  of  the  clergy  from  the  surround- 
ing towns  being  present.    In  this  edihce  the  Methodists  worshipped  until 

1859,  at  which  time,  having  become  quite  numerous  at  Xorth  Egreniont 
and  vicinity,  the  old  edifice  was  sold  to  Thompson  Wheeler  and  removed 
to  his  farm,  where  it  has  since  been  nsed  as  a  wagon  house.    May  ISth, 

1860,  William  Makeley,  William  ^Y.  Stillman,  Orson  W.  King,  Thomp- 
son N.  King,  John  M.  Joyner,  Ira  Newman,  Emory  Xewman,  Bela  X. 
Clark,  Seneca  C.  Tuller,  Dyer  Wait,  and  Ephraim  Baldwin  made  a  peti- 
tion to  Abner  Brown,  justice  of  the  peace,  to  issue  a  warrant  in  the  name 
of  the  commonwealth  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  soci- 
ety of  Xorth  Egremonr.  The  meeting  vras  held,  according  to  warrant,  at 
the  inn  of  Dr.  Richard  Beebe,  June  2d,  1860.  The  trustees  then  chosen 
were  William  Makeley,  B.  X^  Clark,  Ira  Xewman,  D.  C.  :\Iillard,  Jaines 
S.  Rowley.  At  this  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  purchase 
ground,  and  June  15th  one  hundred  and  two  rods,  in  the  village  of  Xorth 
Egremont,  were  purchased  of  William  IIollenl>eck.  Funds  were  secured, 
and  a  building  of  wood  was  erected,  costing  84,000.  It  was  dedicated 
December  18th,  18G1. 

From  1789  to  1816  Egremont  belonged  to  Dutchess  Ciivuit.  From  I81() 
to  1820.  to  Pittslleld  Circuit,  and  it  was  supplied  with  [preachers  who 
traveled  tliose  circuits.  Sini^e  1821  the  preachers  have  been  :  Coh^s(\ir- 
penter,  Lucius  Baldwin,  JS21  ;  Timothy  Benedict,  Parmele  (^ham1>crlain. 
1823  ;  David  ^NFillei'.  John  Lovejoy,  1824:  Samutd  Eiulimy.  1S25  ;  Fhiiio:i> 
Cook.  Billy  liibbard.  1820  7  ;  Xoah  I^i-<dow.  ()iiniTus  Strwair,  1S-J--0: 
Samuel  Howe,  1830;  Russell  M.  J^ittle,  John  W.  Belknap,  1831  ;  l>ese- 
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viRQia  Sraiks  Henry  W.  Read,  Joha  ]M.  P.>ase,  188^-:j;  Matliew 
Stair,  George  W.  Brown,  1884  ;  Henry  Hatiield,  1835;  \Yilliam  Lull, 
Jereniiali  Hani,  J880-7;  Aaron  lioger,  1833  ;  A.  G.  Shears,  .Marvin  Lifling- 
well,  1830  ;  Tlionias  P^dwards,  Levi  Warner,  1810-1  ;  Ezra  S.  Cook,  John 
B.  AN'alkei-,  Jeremiah  Ham,  1842-3;  Hnniphrey  Humpliries,  1841-5; 
John  l»avies,  184G-7  ;  Goodrich  ilorton,  1848-9.  Lncius  H.  King,  1850; 
Alexander  IT.  Ferguson,  William  Ostrander,  1851  ;  David  Lyman,  1852  ; 
John  W.  Jones,  1853-4;  J<)siali  L.  Dickerson,  1855-6;  E.  Ivendall,  1857; 
William  S.  V\^inans.  1858;  Henry  H.  Birkins,  1859-62  ;  William  J.  Ives, 
1863;  David  B.  Turner,  1864-5;  Edward  Ashton,  1866-8;  Nathan  Hub- 
bell,  1869-70;  J.  Hiram  Champion.  1871-2;  AVilliam  Hall,  1873-4;  Silas 
Fitch.  ]875;  William  L.  Pattison,  1876-7;  Jesse  Ackerman,  1878-9;  El- 
ward  H.  Roys.  1880-1  ;  Adee  Vail,  1883-4. 

The  class  leaders  of  this  church  have  been:  Elijah  King,  Ephraim 
Bunce,  Ira  Newman,  Orson  King,  Eli  Parsons,  Gurdon  Joyner,  Uriah 
Soniborger,  and  William  Makeley. 

Tlte  Baptist  Churcli. — The  BajDtist  church  of  Egremont  was  organ- 
ized in  1787,:  with  a  naenibei'ship  residing  not  only  in  this  town  but  also 
in  the  adjoining  towns  of  Alford,  Great  Barringr(;n,  ShelPield,  the  south 
part  of  ^Vest  Stockb ridge,  Austerlitz,and  Hiillsdale  in  the  adjacent  county 
oi  Columbia.  Tlie  first  society  end)ra.cing  too  large  a  territory,  a  smaller 
pai  ish  was  formed,  November  13th,  1789,  with  Jared  Blakely  as  clerk.  In 
1790,  Peter  Orcut  and  Daniel  Loomis  were  appointed  to  serve  the  com- 
munion table.  Before  the  building  of  their  meeting  house  the  Baptists 
held  meetings  in  barns  and  at  the  residences  of  their  members.  Tlieir 
records  state  that  August  6th,  1790,  a  largely  attended  meeting  was  hehl 
in  the  barn  of  Captain  Peter  Ostroni.  Several  were  converted,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  service  others  were  baptized  in  the  Green  Ptiver,  which, 
from  an  early  period  to  the  present  has  been  their  **  Jorrhm." 

•By  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  June  10th,  1808,  Josiah  Curtis, 
Joshua  Millard,  Peter  Millard,  Joshua  Millard,  jr.,  Peter  L.  Bogardus. 
Isaac  Olds,  Seth  Olds,  Joseph  Teed,  Abner  Skiff,  Ebenezer  Hatch,  Wal- 
ter Millard,  Alborn  Millard,  Hermon  Millard,  Josiah  Millard,  Daniel 
Loomis,  Isaac  Race,  Andrew^  Winchell,  Absalom  Winchell,  Isaac  Hatch, 
Reuben  Wilson,  James  Baldwin,  Amos  Winchell,  and  Lyman  Olds,  wirh 
their  families  and  estates,  wei'e  incorporated  into  a  religious  society  by 
the  name  of  -'The  Baptist  Society  in  Egremont."  Josiah  Curtis,  whv» 
had  been  clerk  from  1801,  w^as  re-elected  to  that  olllce.  Daniel  Loomis, 
Joshua  Millard,  and  Reuben  Wilson  were  chosen  a  committee  to  call 
future  meetings  of  the  society. 

The  deacons  have  been  ;  Asa  Palmer,  Edmond  .Millard,  Richard  P. 
Bnnvn,  Ephraim  Codding,  Henry  Codding,  John  W.  Sheldon,  Fn^derick 
Stillman,  Joseph  A.  Kline. 

Their  meetino-  house,  of  w(>()d,  was  erected  at  N»>r(h  EgnMnont  in 
1817.  From  1817  fo  1832  the  interior  was  unlinished,  widi  n«>  phisrer  '>ii 
the  walls  and  the  rafters  exposed.    The  pulpit  was  very  primitive.    'I  lie 
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seats  were  boards  laid  on  blocks  of  wood,  and  as  there  was  no  srove  or 
iireplace  the  people  held  meetings  in  school  houses  in  winier  and  in  the 
church  in  summer.    In  185o  the  edifice  was  again  repaired. 

In  1826  Peter  Millard,  and  Mary,  Ids  vrife,  conveyed  to  the  society 
an  acre  of  land  on  the  southeast  side  of  Winchell  Pond.  Here  was 
erected  a  parsonage,  which  was  occupied  till  I806,  when  the  society  pur- 
ciiased  the  present  parsonage  at  the  village. 

The  pastors  have  been  :  Jeduthan  Grey,  1787-1808  ;  John  Nicliols, 
1808-11  ;  Daniel  Sherwood.  1812-18  ;  Elisha  Hubbell,  1818-24  ;  Enos  Mar- 
shall. 1824 -34  ;  Harmon  Ellis,  1834-37;  Calvin  Munroe,  1837-39;  Salmon 
Hatcli,  1830-43  ;  Daniel  Granl,  1843,  died  while  pastor,  April  1st,  1844, 
aged  fourty-frjur  ;  Benjamin  C.  Crandall,  1844-47  ;  Samuel  Pomeroy, 
1847  -49;  Cephas  Pasco,  1849-59;  John  H.  Kent,  1860-64;  Foronda 
Bestor,  1864-70;  Pobert  Bennett,  1870-73;  C.  H.  Yan  Allen,  1873-76; 
Eobei-t  Bennett,  1876-84. 

Ihverns. — It  is  impossible  to  present  a  complete  list  01  the  laverns 
which  have  been  maintained  in  town  from  the  earliest  period  of  its  settle- 
ment to  the  present.  According  to  the  assessment  roll  for  1761  the  lioiel 
and  store  keepers  were  Ebenezer  Olds,  Daniel  Webster,  Samuel  Roberts, 
Derrick  Snntli,  Ebenezer  Baldvrin,  Samuel  Taylor,  Ebenezer  Taylor, 
Thomas  Smith.  Edward  Bailey,  and  Hooker  Hubbard. 

The  original  Francis  Hare  Tavern,  built  in  1780,  owned  and  kept  by 
E'rancis  Hare  at  the  time  of  the  Shays  rebellion,  occupied  a  site  t\v'enty- 
threerods  from  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Mount  Evei'ett  House,  at  South 
Egremont.  The  exact  locality  is  indicated  by  a  depression  in  the  ground 
from  the  cellar  excavation,  on  the  south  side  of  the  lane  running  back  of 
the  notfd  barns,  and  at  the  southerly  point  of  the  orchard  east  of  the  lane. 

About  the  year  1800  this  tavern  was  removed  to  the  present  site  of 
the  Mount  Everett  House.  At  the  death  of  Francis  Hare  it  passed  into 
the  possession  of  his  son,  Levi  Hare,  who  sold  it,  in  1819,  to  William  and 
Jerome  HoUenbeck.  In  1835  it  was  purchased  by  a  syndicate  of  leading 
villagers  in  order  to  make  it  a  temperance  house.  A  few  years  later  they 
sold  it  to  Sanford  H.  Karner.  In  1853  Chester  Goodale  purchased  riie 
hotel  and  farm  from  Mr.  Karner,  and  I'adically  reconstructed  and  en- 
larged the  house,  transformed  it  from  an  ordinary  country  tavern,  intt^  a 
summer  hotel,  and  named  it  the  Mount  Everett  House.  It  l\ad  pre- 
viously been  called  the  South  Egremont  Hotel,  or  Tavern.  William  Forbes 
was  the  first  landlord  of  the  Afount  Everett  House.  In  1859  the  property 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Samuel  B.  Goodale.  In  1866  Goodale  sold 
ic  to  John  Miller,  who  sold  it,  in  1871,  to  Walter  B.  Peck. 

Shortly  after  the  incorporation  of  the  Alford  and  Egrennmt  'Wwii- 
pike,  in  1806,  Major  Josiah  Webb  opened  a  tavern  ar  Ids  residence  on  rhe 
turnpike,  about  lifty  rods  south  of  the  line  between  Egremont  and  Alford. 
In  1811  a  toll  gate  was  erected  at  this  point.  A  post  (»tlice  for  tlie  two 
towns  was  estal)lished  at  tln^  tavern  in  1S17,  with  Webb  a>  postmaster. 
In  1825  the  olhce  was  removed  to  Xorlh  Egiuiuonr.     In  i8-j3-4  Major 
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AVebb  erected  a  new  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  turnpike,  and 
there  he  continued  to  keep  tavern  for  some  years.  There  were  many 
other  liotels  in  town  about  the  same  period  ;  among  the  most  noted  were 
those  of  Larnt.^ert  Perry,  William  Messenger,  and  Samuel  Newman  on 
the  turnpike  running  west  from  South  P^gremont  :  while  at  the  village  of 
North  Egremont  the  old  tavern  keepers  were :  Isaac  Race,  Daniel  Mes- 
senger, John  Lester,  Jesse  Squires;  and  on  Egremont  Plain,  Michael 
liollen})eck,  and  Colonel  Loomis. 

PlLijslctons. — The7'e  have  been  several  physicians  in  town  during  the 
past  one  hundred  years,  but  the  most  noted  one  was  Dr.  Henry  Chap- 
man, from  Hancock,  a  fevr  years  previous  to  1S29.  Dr.  Chapman  had  an 
extensive  practice  in  this  and  surrounding  tovrns  until  1852,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Virginia,  where  he  died  in  a  few  years. 

Another  physician  was  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Bassett,  who  died  in  this  town 
in  ]So6,  aged  3'?.  Mrs.  Ezra  Millard,  of  the  homeopathic  school,  is  now 
the  only  physician  in  town. 

Academy. — About  1830  a  high  school  vras  opened  at  the  village  of 
Egremont.  .  The  building,  which  stands  in  the  sotitheast  corner  of  Mount 
Everett  Cemetery,  was  erected  on  land  purcliased  of  Isaac  X.  Race,  and 
January  24th,  1832,  the  Legislature  enacted  that  Wilber  Curtis,  Levi 
Hare.  iNathan  Benjamin,  Cuester  Goodale,  William  H.  Hollenbeck,  Abel 
Hull,  Isaac  N.  Race,  Jerome  Hollenbeck,  Solomon  AVinegar.  and  EpliJ'aim 
Baldwin,  and  their  successors  be  made  a  body  corporate  by  the  name  of 
the  Egremont  Academy,  with  power  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  value  of 
So, 000,  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  810,000,  to  be  applied  to  edu- 
cational purposes.  This  school,  with  several  intermissions,  continued  for 
almost  fifty  years.  In  1882,  Chester  Goodale,  William  C.  Dalzelle,  Ros- 
coe  C.  Taft,  and  Mary  S.  Dalzelle,  the  successors  of  the  corporators,  sold 
the  building  to  the  town,  and  it  is  now  used  as  a  town  house. 

Magistrates. — A  complete  list  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  cannot 
now  be  given,  but  the  following  have  been  the  most  prominent  :  Ephraim 
Fitch,  Seneca  Taller,  James  Baldwin,  Andrew  Bacon,  Ephraim  Baldvviu. 
Levi  Hare,  Wilber  Curtis,  Abner  Brown,  Nathan  Benjamin.  Samuel  Ba- 
con, Samuel  C.  Newman,  Henry  E.  Codding,  Richard  P.  Brown.  John  M. 
Joyner,  William  Stillman,  John  Austin,  Joseph  A.  Benjamin.  Sanuu-l  B. 
Goodale,  James  H.  Rowley.  Seymour  B.  Dewey. 

Prominent  Citizejis.— Chester  Goodale,  jr.,  was  born  at  West  Sto^'k- 
bridge,  April  2oth,  1791.  He  sprang  from  a  pure  New  England  or  Puritan 
ancestry,  with  Scotch  antecedents.  His  father  was  for  many  ye:irs  a 
schoolteacher.  He  came  from  Pomfret,  Conn.,  the  home  of  a  branch  of 
the  Goodale  family  for  several  generations,  having  served  as  a  soMier 
nnder  General  Putnam  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  the  fifth  in 
descent  from  Robert  Goodale,  who  sailed  from  Norwich,  Enghuul,  in  the 
the  ship  '^Elizabeth,"  in  1<>^4,  landing  at  Salem,  and  s.^ttlingon  an  .-^ra te 
which  remains  in  the  family.  Ch^.^tei-  (lOodaU-  came  from  Richmond,  in 
this  county,  to  Egremont,  in  April,  1812.    He  stood  and  escaped  drafts 
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for  the  army  botli  at  Eichmonci  and  Egremont  the  same  year.  July  -il?*", 
1812,  he  purchased  of  Wiiber  Curtis  and  Levi  Hare  "all  that  piece  of 
land  lying  between  three  roads  intersected  by  the  brook  in  the  village  of 
South  Egremont,"  upon  which  is  located  his  late  residence  and  the  house 
of  Almon  Smitli.  In  1S13,  he  set  out  on  this  lot  those  biittonwood  trees 
now  grown  to  large  proportions.  In  1815  he  located  a  tannery  on  the  lot, 
and  built  a  shoe  shop  and  bark  7uilL  His  water  power  was  obtained  by 
danHiilng  the  brook  jusr  south  of  the  bridge  on  the  turnpike.  Here  for 
twenty  years  he  carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  tanning  and  the 
manufacturing  of  boots  and  shoes,  employing  a  number  of  journeymen 
and  apprentices.  He  was  one  of  the  lirst  in  the  trade  to  commence  the 
manufacture  of  stock  boots  and  shoes,  selling  to  merchants  and  shipping 
to  Canada. 

In  1820  he  completed  the  house  in  which  he  died,  and  of  which  he 
was  an  occupant  sixty-four  years.  Aj^ril  21st,  1821,  he  married  Sophia 
Buslinell.  daughter  of.Samuel  Bushuell,  of  Sheffield,  and  granddaughter 
of  Jonathan  Hubbard,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
that  town.  She  died  June  3d,  1871,  aged  seventy-one.  About  1836  Mr. 
Goodale  acquired  the  extensive  marble  quarries  not  far  from  his  home, 
which  for  forty  years  he  successfully  developed,  furnishing  marble  for 
Oirard  College  and  Eo.tton  custom  house.  He  was  a  successful  farmer 
and  an  efficient  town  officer  :  several  times  representing  his  town  in  the 
•Legislature  at  Boston.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Maiuiiwe 
w  Bank,  and  a  director  of  that  institution  for  twenty-eight  years.  There 

are  now  standing  at  South  Egremont  not  less  that  nine  dwellings,  includ- 
ing the  hotel,  which  he  erected,  besides  the  grist  mill  and  saw  mills.  For 
several  years  he  had  lived  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  David  Halzell  jr.  The 
death  of  Mr.  Goodale  occurred  at  his  residence,  January  31st,  1884.  He 
had  eight  children,  six  now  living:  Lucretia  Bushuell,  wife  of  Lewis  B. 
Warner,  of  Nunda,  X.  Y.:  Charles  Chester  Goodale,  of  Rochester,  X.  Y.. 
Caroline  Sophia,  wife  of  Rev.  Pliny  F.  Sanborne,  of  Springfield.  X.  V.: 
Samuel  B.  Goodale,  of  Xew  York  ;  Henry  S.  Goodale,  of  New  York  i 
Martha  B.,  widow  of  David  Dalzell.  jr..  of  South  Egremont  :  Jane  Good- 
ale, died  in  1832,  aged  two  years;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Xew- 
man. 

Josiah  Millard  died  at  Xoi  th  Egremont.  April  r2th,  1803,  aged  eighty- 
three.  He  was  born  at  Sharon,  Conn.  At  seventeen  he  settled  in  Egre- 
mont, and  September  oth,  1797,  married  Thankful  Loomis.  She  died  in 
1858.  Sixty  years  before  his  death  he  was  a  15aptist  pioneer  and  an  ad- 
mirer of  John  Leland.  and  that  divine  was  a  fr«npuMU  guest  at  hi>^  house. 
Mr.  ]\rillard's  barn  in  those  days  was  the  only  building  that  could  a.^«'i>m- 
modate  the  crowds  which  the  name  of  Leland  caUed  together.  In  1824 
and  183G  Mr.  Millard  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 

Colonel  Ephraim  Baldwin  was  born  in  this  town  September  12r!i, 
1780,  and  died  at  Xtu-th  Egremoni,  .lun«Mst.  IS  53.  Ib^  \va-  a  -lanJ-.Mi 
of  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  tliis  town,  who  was  l>orn 
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at  Mnlden,  Mass.,  August  1st,  1713,  His  father  was  James  Baldwin,  a 
highly  influential  man  in  town.  In  1812  Ephraim  entered  the  army,  and 
-rose  by  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  the  First  regiment  of  "^infan- 
try  of  Massachusetts.  In  1829  he  represented  this  town  in  the  lower 
branch  of  the  General  Court,  and  was  reelected  next  t^rm..  He  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  from  1S31  to  1845,  and  postmaster  at  Xorth  Egremont 
from  1842  to  18o0.    In  1815  he  married  Miss  Dimmis  Karner. 

Colonel  Joseph  Curtis  came  with  his  wife  and  child,  Jasper,  on  horse- 
back  from  Newinoton,  Conn.,  in  1780,  and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land 
where  the  village  of  South  Egremont  now  stands.  He  was  the  father  of 
Hon.  Wilber  Curtis,  captain  of  militia  and  first  president  of  theMahaiwe 
Bank.    Colonel  Curtis  died  in  1810,  aged  fifty-four. 

GEOSVEXOR  PORTER  LOWREY. 

Grosvenor  Porter  Lowrey  was  born  in  North  Egremont,  Mass.,  Sep- 
tember 25th,  1831.  -His  father  was  William  Lowry  (this  being  the  old 
time  manner  of  spelling  the  name),  a  native  of  Claverack,  Columbia  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  Dutch  family.  The  hrst  wife  of  William 
Lowry  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Webb,  of  Egremont,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children.  Ira  Jc>hn,  and  Mary.  The  latter  became  the  wife  of  Cornelius 
Vnillaiii:^,  ui  Alfviid.  Hh  second  marriage  was  with  Mrs.  Olive  Rousu 
Hubbard,  of  Egremont.  Two  children  were  the  result  of  this  union  : 
Henry  William,  born  in  February,  1821,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Grosvenor  Porter  Lowrey  received  a  common  school  education  in  his 
native  town  and  completed  his  studies  in  the  law  department  of  La 
Fayette  College.  Easton,  Pa.,  gaining  admission  to  the  bar  at  that  place 
in  1854.  His  law  preceptor,  Andrew  H.  Reeder,  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Pierce  the  first  governor  of  the  territory  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Lowrey 
accompanied  him  titber  as  his  private  secretary,  remaining  until  185(3, 
and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  disturbed  political  affaii\-  of  that  terri- 
tory on  tiie  ''Free  State''  side.  He  was  obliged,  with  Governor  Keeder, 
and  a  large  number  of  "Free  State''  men,  to  escape,  to  avoid  indictm^^nt 
for  treason  for  resisting  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  so- 
called     Border  Ruffian  Legislature''  of  1855. 

Returning  to  the  East  he  engaged  actively  in  the  support  of  the 
election  of  John  C.  Fremont.  At  the  session  of  the  Xew  York  Legislature 
of  1856-7  he  acted  as  correspondent  of  the  JVcic  York  Eoiing  Pu-sf  at 
Albany,  and  in  the  spring  of  1857  settled  in  New  York  city  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  During  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  in  which 
he  has  been  in  |)ractice  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Porter,  Lowi>' n  , 
t^oren  &  Stone,  of  which  tlie  senior  member  was  John  K.  Porter,  pre- 
viously one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  well  known  as  an 
advocate  through  his  defense  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  of  (General  I'ab 
<;ock  at  St.  Louis,  and  his  prosecution  of  Guiteau. 

During  his  professional  career  Mv.  Lowrey  was  for  tifi^H'U  \  ears  i:-en- 
eral  counsel  of  the  Western  bnion  Telegraph  Company  ;  and  from  the 
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time  of  their  organization  until  1882.  and  during  the  litigation  previous 
to  the  consolidation  of  the  ^lanhaitan  and  Metropolitan  Elevated  Rail- 
ways, was  general  counsel  for  iliose  companies.  He  has  also  been  counsel 
for  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.,  the  Tnited  States  Express  Company,'  and  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Telegraph  Company,  the  Baltimore  cV^- Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  and  many  other  important  corporations.  During  the  term  of 
Salmon  P.  Chase  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  was  often  employed  by 
the  government  in  the  trial  of  revenue  cases,  and  was  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  one  of  a  commission,  of  wdnch  Augustus  Schell,  Charles  P. 
Kirkland,  and  A.  T.  Stewart  were  the  other  members,  to  codify  the  cus- 
toms revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  commission,  however, 
was  superseded  by  subsequent  legislation  of  Congress. 

DuT-ing  the  war  Mr.  Lowrey  wrote  and  published  a  pamphlet  enti- 
tled ''The  Commander-in-Chief.*'  a  work  designed  to  justify  on  legal 
grounds  President  Lincoln's  proclamation  of  emancipation,  and  as  a  re- 
ply to  a  pamphlet  by  ex-Judge  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  of  Boston,  entitled 
"Executive  Power,'-  which  had  criticized  the  issuing  of  that  proclama- 
tiou  as  an  abuse  of  the  powers  of  the  chief  executive  of  the  narion.  He 
also  wrote  a  pamphlet  under  the  title  of  ''English  Neutrality,"  intended 
to  shovr  that  the  Ahibaina  and  other  Confederate  cruisers  which  had 
hf><:.n  V>m']t  in  Brit5cb  ports  in  violatinn  of  the  British  Foreign  Enlistment 
-Act,  were,  within  the  meaning  of  international  law,  British  vessels,  for 
whose  depredations  the  builders  and  British  government  should  be  held 
responsible  to  jnivate  owners,  no  title  being  capable  to  pass,  under  the 
terms  of  the  act  referred  to,  from  the  British  builder  to  the  Confederate 
government.  The  latter  pamphlet  was  extensively  republished  in  En£r- 
land  and  w-as  the  tirst  of  the  inquiries  into  this  subject,  which  wer^ 
finally  put  in  the  way  of  settlement  by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  and 
the  Alabama  arbitration  at  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Among  the  numerous  important  litigations  in  which  Mr.  Lowrey  has 
been  engaged,  those  involving  the  largest  sums  of  money  were  the  gieat 
Quadruplex  Telegraph  case,  the  trial  of  which  lasted  three  months  and  in- 
volved property  valued  at  from  four  to  six  niillions  of  dollars  ;  the  case 
of  the  New  England  Iron  Company  vs.  the  Metropolitan  Railway  Com- 
pany for  between  seven  and  eight  millions  of  dollars  ;  the  Western 
Union  and  American  Union  Telegraph  Cons(didation  Case  ;  and  the  lead- 
ing case  of  Kent  rs.  The  Quicksilver  .Mining  Company. 

Mr.  Lowrey  is  now  a  member  of  the  law  hrm  of  Lowrey,  Sti)ne 
Auerbach,  with  offices  in  the  Mills  Building.  He  has  a  city  residence  ar 
121  Madison  avenue,  and  a  country  residence,  known  as  ''Solitude,"  at 
Tarrytown  Heights,  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  lirst  married  in 
1802*^  to  Laura,  sec(Uid  daughter  of  Francis  Tryon,  Esq.,  merchant,  of 
New  York.  By  her  he  had  hve  children  :  Francis  Porter,  born  Novem- 
ber 21st,  1803;' Royal  Phelps,  born  July  22d,  1860;  Gnwvenor  Porter, 
jr.,  February  -1th,  1S71  ;  A'iiginia  Kent,  August  1st,  1^7".;  au.l 
Tryon,  February  Gth,  187";.    liii>  S(^cond  marriage  occurred  in  S  'ptembcr, 
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ISSO,  with  Kate,  eldest  claugbter  of  Hon.  John  Doii^elns  Armour,  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  liie  Court  of  tlie  Qiieeirs  Bench  for  Ontario. 
By  her  he  lias  one  chiUl,  Grace  xVrrnour,  born  March  31s(,  1S82. 

ANDKEW  REASONEK. 

Aiiclrew  H^asoner,  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Berkshire  county, 
was  born  January  3d,  1821,  in  South  Egremont,  in  the  old  house  west 
ui  the  gilol  Miili,  then  owned  by  his  father,  Edwin  Reasoner.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Beekmanville,  Dutchess  cormty,  New  York,  born 
April  8th.  1795.  He  wat,  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Xixon)  Reasoner.  Jacob  Reasoner,  his  grandfather,  came 
from  Holland  some  years  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  had  nine 
children,  among  whom  were  John,  David,  Benjamin,  Tallman,  and  Peter. 

Edwin  Reas(nier  received  his  education  in  the  com.mon  schools  of 
Beekmanville,  and  at  the  age  of  17  yeai  s  went  to  work  for  Martin  Buck,  a 
blacksmith  of  the  })lace,  vrhere  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years. 
In  1817  Mr.  Reasoner,  then  a  first-class  workman,  moved  to  South 
Egremont  and  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  on  the  site  now  occupied  b\'  the 
axle  manufactory  of  Dalzell  &  Co.  February  22d,  1820,  he  was  married 
to  Christina,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Aurena  Race,  of  Egremont.  In  1836 
he  bougiit  and  uiLA-ed  to  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  in  the  south- 
west part  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  on  the  road  leading  south- 
west to  South  Egrennmt  village.  A  blacksmith  shop,  previously  occu- 
pied by  Samuel  Crippen,  stood  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  yard,  and 
in  this  shop  Mr.  Reasoner  labored  early  and  late  until  84  years  old, 
when  he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life, 

February  22d,  1870,  a  party  of  about  sixty  friends  and  neiglibors 
called  at  the  residence  of  this  worthy  couple,  and  in  a  manner  b.-^htting 
the  occasion  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage.  Mrs. 
Reasoner  died  February  21st,  1875,  at  the  age  of  76  years. 

Andrew,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended  the  public  schools  *>l'  his 
native  vibage  until  12  years  of  age,  and  then  went  for  three  years  to  the 
Sonth  Egremont  Academy.  At  the  age  of  15  years  he  went  to  vroi-k  for 
Jerome  Hollenbeck,  proprietor  of  the  village  hotel,  remaining  with  liim 
two  years.  He  then  engaged  with  Mr.  Goodale  in  transporting  tn:irble 
from  the  South  Egremont  quarries  to  Hudson.  About  the  year  1842  he 
moved  to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  by  George  W.  Sher- 
man, in  running  stages  between  Norwalk  and  Bridgeport.  When  the  Xew 
Haven  Railroad  was  finished  he  engaged  with  Robert  L.  Schuyhu".  then 
president  of  the  Harlem  Railroad,  in  tiausporting  the  cars  of  borh  roads 
to  the  City  Hall  and  Canal  street.  After  the  Hudson  Kiver  Railroad  was 
finished  to  Peekskill  he  was  employed  by  that  comininy  to  take  charge  of 
the  lower  end  of  that  road  as  agent.  His  duti(\s  w(U>^  to  supei-inttMid  the 
movement  of  trains  and  the  hauling  of  cars  from  Thirty  second  srr.vu  to 
Chambers  street.  He  remained  with  this  company  muil  the  yrar  lSi>2, 
during  which  time  he  had  the  honor  o\'  arranging  iln.'  Haiu  (liar  con- 


696 


HISTORY  OF  BEliKSHIKE  COUNTY. 


vevfjcl  President  Lincoln  from  Alban}^  to  New  York,  on  Ins  trip  to 
Washington  to  be  inangnrated,  and  also  arranged  and  conducted  the 
train  that  took  Lincoln  on  his  memorable  private  tiip  to  West  Point. 

In  the  early  part  of  1863  Mr.  Reasoner  took  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road from  the  liands  of  the  receiver,  and  as  superintendent  closed  np 
the  Atlantic  street  tunnel  and  built  the  nev/  road  from  Hunter's  Point 
to  Jamaica.  During  the  draft  riots  of  1803  a  motley  crowd  gathered  at 
HuntPi-'s  Point  and  clamored  for  a  train  to  Jamica.  tiiat  they  might 
^'^t\'-h  ^]^^.(  poL'ic  to  desLioy  the  draft  boxes  ;  but  by  a  display  of  re- 
ma  rkabh^  courage  arid  firmness  Mr.  Reasoner  held  the  excited  and 
furious  mob  at  bay  and  frustrated  their  design. 

In  April,  186.').  he  took  charge  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way as  superintendent,  with  headquarters  at  Milwaukee.  The  road  then 
rau  from  Milwaukee  to  La  Crosse,  with  a  few  branches.  He  remained 
with  them  until  January  1st,  1807,  during  wliich  time  lie  was  one  of  the 
originators  of,  and  had  charge  of  laying  out,  the  Minnesota  Central  Rail- 
way, running  from  Minneapolis  to  Prairie  Du  Chien,  now  one  of  the 
<livisions  of  the  ^lilwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway.  In  1867  he  was  engaged 
by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  as  superintendent,  and  linished 
60  miles  of  that  road  which  was  then  under  way,n]aking  a  direct  route  from 
Chicago  to  Cincinnati.  He  remained  with  this  company  until  the  road 
\vf^«5  h>n-^^ri  to  tk.^  Pci"iii>ylvania  Central  Compan}',  in  1860.  In  May  of 
that  year  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Morris  &  Essex  and  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  &  Western  consolidated  roads,  which  position  he  has 
ever  since  filled,  having  charge  of  450  miles  of  track.  The  road,  which  was 
a  small  affair  at  the  date  of  his  engagement  with  it,  is  now  one  of  the 
heaviest  transporting  roads  in  the  country.  Under  his  supervision  the 
company  has  spent  millions  of  dollars  in  improvements,  among  which 
may  be  menrioned  the  construction  of  the  large  coal  and  freight  piers, 
and  of  the  great  tunnel,  through  which  its  trains  have  to  pass  to  reach 
the  Hudson  River. 

Mr.  Reasoner  holds  the  office  of  director  in  tliree  railroad  companies, 
and  is  president  of  one— the  Sussex  Railroad  of  Xew  Jersey. 

April  3d,  1846,  Mr.  Reasoner  was  married  to  Euphemia  Byxbee, 
of  Norwalk,  Conn.    Their  present  residence  is  Morristown,  Xew  Jersey. 
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FLORIDA. 


By  Cteorqe  B.  Griffith. 


Geographical  and  Descriptive. — Incorporation  and  Fii-stTown  Meeting. — Early  Events  andCus- 
toiLis. — Post  Offices  and  Postmasters. — Churches. — Industries. — Schools. — To^vn  House. 
— Grange. — Florida  in  the  Nation's  Wars. — Streams  and  Moimtains. — Hoosac  Tunnel. — 
Stock  Raising. 


NY  lo^'er  of  nature  who  lias  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  traveh'ng  leis- 


l\  lire! 3^  over  the  roads  of  this  mountainous  town,  eitlier  in  suninier 
or  winter,  can  fully  appreciate  the  praise  bestowed  on  its  scenic  beauty 
by  Washington  Gladden.  '  "Every  artist,''  says  this  well  known  aatbor, 
"whether  in  Vv'Cirds  or  colors,  otiglit  to  look  upon  this  landscape." 

Ii  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  this  famed  region  j^os-^esses  extraur- 
dinary  beaut,y  ;  that  no  i^art  of  the  world  possesses  a  more  enchanring 
summer  and  autnmn  than  this  section  of  Berkshire  county,  while  even  a 
wintej'  visit  in  its  stimulating  atmosphere  and  alpine  wonders  ^^■ould  also 
prove  delightful. 

Florida  lies  on  the  northeast  extremity  of  the  county,  occupies  three 
miles  and  205  rods  in  lengtii,  and  is  quite  irregnlar  in  widtli.  Tiie  Jiorth- 
ern  part  of  the  town  was  granted  to  the  town  of  Bernardston,  in  consid- 
eration of  the  loss  sustained  by  that  town  in  running  the  line  betwet?n 
Massachusetts  and  the  New  Hampshire  grants,  now  the  State  of  A  ernionr. 
The  tract  was  known  for  many  years  as  "  Bernaidstim's  Grant."  Bul- 
lock's Grant  and  King's  Grant,  so  called,  each  contributed  territory  to 
Florida,  and  it  is  situated  on  the  height  of  the  Green  Mountain  range. 
The  town  is  l^o  miles  west-by-north  from  l>ost<)n.  and  'J-?  n«u  (  n-northeast 
from  Pittsfield.  It  is  intersected  by  the  Grt'enlield  Hciili^Kid  and  rlio 
Hoosac  I'unnel,  and  for  reasons  already  stated  is  peculiar  in  forrii  and 
boundaries,  having  Vermont  and^lonroe  on  tli*^  ncu-ih,  K^we  and  Glnirlt^- 
mont — by  which  it  is  divided  by  Deerlield  Uiver  in  a  (h*vious  Hue  —on  the 
east,  Savoy — fr(»m  whiclt  Cold  River  in  part  >^e]>aratt'S  it  -tui  the  -^fUtlu 
and  Adams  and  Clarksburg  on  the  west.    The  underlying  rock  is  calca- 


69S 


HISTORY  OF  BERKSHIRE  COUNFY. 


reous  gneiss  and  tlio  Quebec  group.    In  it  occui's  an  exreiisive  serpentine 
marble  quaiTv  wliieh  promises  to  be  well  vvortli  working. 

F](^rida  was  ineoixjoiated  as  a  tovrn,  Juno  loth,  1805,  and  it  contains 
7,350  acres.  Dr.  Daniel  Nelson,  tlie  iirst  settler,  from  Stafford,  Conn., 
went  upon  the  territory  in  1783.  Previous  to  1795  Paul  Knowlton,  from 
Shrewslniry,  Syh'anus  Clark,  from  Southampton,  Nathan  Drury,  Esq., 
from  Shelburui^  Falls.  Jesse  King,  from  Deerfield,  and  Stephen  Stajjles, 
from  Adams,  joined  liim,  imd  soon  after  this  the  settlement  was  consid- 
erably reinforced. 

From  the  town  books,  wlrich  are  in  excellent  preservation,  it  is 
learned  that  the  first  town  meeting  wos  held  at  the  residence  of  Captain 
Luke  nice,  on  the  hill,  August  2.2d,  1805,  and.  was  designated  as  a  gather- 
ing of  the  freeholders.  Captain  Luke  Rice,  for  many  years  afterward  a 
prominent  man  in  town  affairs,  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Jesse  King- 
town  clerk.  The  following  gentlemen  constituted  the  iirst  board  of  se- 
lectmen :  Mr.  Jesse  King,  Nathan  Drury,  Captain  Luke  Rice.  The  first 
collector  was  David  Staples. 

The  first  birth  recorded  in  the  town  books  was  that  of  Diantha  Whit- 
comb,  born  February  27tli,  1805,  before  the  formation  of  the  tov/n,  and 
the  next  of  Loizia  Heminway,  October  23d,  1810  ;  and  among  the  largest 
families  was  that  of  Dr.  Danipl  Nelson,  twelve  children,  six  boys  and  rlie 
same  number  of  girls.  Among  the  first  marriages  In  Florida  svas  that  of 
Benjandn  Negur  with  Abigail  Ladler,  both  of  Zoar,  married  by  Jesse 
King,  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  half  penny  was  the  favorite  mark  to  distinguish  the  sheep  of  this 
town  from  those  of  other  settlements.  The  tract  of  land  knov,'n|as  Zoar— 
a  i)rosperous  and  gi'owing  community  since  the  completion  of  the  Iloosac 
Tunnel  and  introduction  of  railroads— was  for  a  long  time  nnincorporared, 
being  very  mountainous  and  broken.  Daniel  Pierce,  of  AVoburn,  settled 
on  the  tract  in  1766.  It  lies  southeast  of  Florida  and  partly  east  of  Deer- 
field  River. 

The  death  list  of  the  inhabitants  prior  to  1810  cannot  be  found. 
The  oldest  person  now  living  in  Florida  is  Betsey  Beman,  a  native  oC 
Goshen,  Atass.,  aged  ninety  years,  who  resides  on  the  turnpike  road 
to  North  Adams. 

Ephraim  Tower,  John  Porter,  and  Jeremiah  Pike  served  as  constables 
of  the  town  for  a  long  period.  One  of  the  foremost  citizens  and  a  jmli- 
cious  manager,  as  well  as  a  successful  farmer,  was  Nathan  Drury,  for 
many  years  the  efficient  town  clerk.  ,  Pie  amassed  a  handsome  property, 
was  the  founder  of  the  Drury  Academy  at  North  Adams,  and  gave  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars  to  this  now  tknirishing  institufion.  At  his  d^nilh 
he  left,  among  other  bequests,  ^^loo  to  the  Baptist  Stnte  Convention,  the 
interest  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  foj  (he  Sabbath 
school  of  that  denomination  in  Florida.  On  his  highly  cultivated  farm 
in  the  northwestern  ])art  (^f  the  town,  700  laislals  of  [x.taioe-^  have  be^'U 
raised  in  a  single  season,  most  of  which  weiv  fed  to  the  stork  (>n  ( he 
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premises.    His  widow  gave  fDiirceeii  acres  to  thy  Baptist  society  for  a 
parsonage,  some  thirty  years  ago.    The  clock  owjied  by  Mr.  Driiry  is  ik.w, 
as  is  tiie  far.ai  and  the  homestead,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Moses  W 
Bliss. 

In  1829  there  were  SO  families  and  75  dwelling  houses'in  Florida.  At 
the  present  time  (18S5;  the  populacion  is  472,  and  the  valuation  of  the 
tovv'ii,  $157,811.  There  have  been  but  tliree  postmasters  in  the  western 
paj-i  of  ihf  Lovvri  iiiice  the  offiv-e  was  e^Lablished,  viz.:  Lake  Rice,  Dennis 
Thayer,  and  ^'athan  White,  the  present  incumbent,  who  was  appointed 
during  Janius  K.  Polk's  administration,  in  1848.  A  post  office  was  estab- 
lished at  Hoosac  Tunnel,  with  W.  T.  Jencks  as  postmaster,  in  1858.  The 
present  incumbent  is  C.  IL  Groodell,  who  keeps  the  only  store  in  the  tovrn, 
on  the  site  of  the  first  building  of  this  kind  erected. 

A  Baptist  church  was  formed  in  1810,  the  members  of  which,  in  1829, 
had  increased  from  18  to  31.  The  society  built  a  meeting  house  in  1824, 
and  had  prpaching  a  part  of  the  time.  This  editice,  which  occupied  a 
sighth^  position  on  the  hill,  served  as  a  church  till  1861,  when  a  new 
place  of  worship  was  built  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  and  but  a 
few  ]-ods  distant.  The  old  church  was  bid  off  at  auction  by  a  gentleman 
fi'om  North  Adams,  converted,  into  a  dwelling  house,  and  with  but  few 
change3  ctill  stniids  where  it  was  put  up,  being  occupied  by  James 
xS  ewman. 

In  the  spring  of  1883,  at  an  outlay  of  8500,  general  repairs  were  made 
on  the  new  church.  Excellent  heating  apparatus  vras  put  in,  the  wails 
were  frescoed,  and  new  furniture,  etc.,  obtained  ;  the  whole  accomplished, 
without  resorting  to  fairs,  by  a  few  active  members.  The  present  pnstor 
is  Rev.  George  L.  Ruberg,  who  was  settled  in  1882,  this  being  his  fourth 
pastorate  in  Berkshire  county.  The  jnesent  membership  is  79.  The  Sab- 
-bath  school  has  an  average  attendence  of  45,  Xathan  8.  Tandy,  superin- 
tendent. 

Among  those  who  have  preached  in  Florida  are  Rev.  Messrs.  Xathan- 
iel  A[cCuliock,  a  native  of  the  "New  State,"  in  Savoy;  John  Green, 
William  Bogart,  Noah  V.  Bushnell,  and  Rev.  Jacob  Davis. 

A  Congregational  church,  for  some  time  discontinued,  was  formed 
May  4th,  1814,  with  eleven  members.  The  society  was  always  small  and 
existed,  in  a  measure,  as  a  branch  of  the  flourishing  church  at  Norih 
Adams,  by  whose  minister  it  was  sometimes  supplied.  Anothei'  chiurch. 
DOW  extinct,  of  the  Christian  faith  was  formed  here  in  1835  with  abv>ut 
twenty  five  members,  and  with  Rev.  Seth  Ross  as  their  ])reacher.  In 
ISoO,  a  Universalist  church  was  formed;  they  utn-er  owued  a  nu'^'i- 
ing  house,  but  had  occasional  preaching  until  1850,  v)r  a  little  later,  lu'v. 
Joy  Bishop  wns  their  last  pastor,  and  among  those  who  e.xpoundcd  tht- 
word  unto  them  were  Rev.  Messrs.  David  Ballon,  Banitd  Tliayei,  .Ios(^p!i 
Barber,  and  Ilosea  F.  Ballon. 

The  meclianiral  industries  of  the  towu  h:iv<^  som.'wlial  fall-Mi  --•iV.  '"it 
this  has  been  made  up  by  agricultural  improvouieni s,  and  tiie  Mimulus 
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given  the  town  by  the  completion  of  tlie  Hoosac  Tunnel  aucl  tlie  intro- 
duction of  railroad  facilities.  In  1855  there  were  fourteen  saw  mills  in 
F'Oridi!,  some  of  them  run  by  steam,  ogainsl  three  now  in  operation,  be- 
sides the  State  machine  sliop  and  mill,  and  the  nevr  pulp  establishment 
at  the  east  end  of  the  tunneL  At  the  i)eriod  mentioned  tjie  production 
of  thc'se  mills  ranged  from  20,000  to  100,000  feet  of  InmuHr  per  annum,  to 
the  mill.    A  tannery  and  grist  mill  were  also  carried  on. 

The  woorl  pulp  esta])jishme?it,  a  coraparntively  new  industry  in  Elorda, 
was  formerly  used  by  the  State  for  its  condensers,  while  the  work  on  the 
tunnel  was  still  unfinished.  It  has  three  stories,  and  the  company  run- 
ning it  is  composed  of  large  ciipitalists.  They  make  two  classes  of  pulp, 
commonly  called  bleaciied  and  unldeached,  and  have  the  reputation  of 
making  the  best  mechanically  drawn  pulp  in  the  country.  The  mill  has 
ten  grinders  and  forty  boxes,  which  have  made  as  much  as  17,000  pounds 
of  pulp  in  thi)*teen  hours.  The  capacity  of  the  water  used  at  the  mill 
for  turiiing  the  grinders  is  621  horse  power,  and  twenty  four  men  are  em- 
ployed, the  mill  running  both  day  and  night.  It  is  illuminated  through- 
out by  the  incandescent  electric  light. 

There  are  now  six  school  districts  in  town  ;  two,  known  respectively 
as  "Hoosic''  and  No.  6,  having  been  formed  since  1855.  An  elegant 
new  school  house,  built  under  the  supervision  of  F.  S.  Rice,  chairman  of 
the  selectmen,  has  just  been  completed  at  the  tunnel,  and  it  cost  nearly 
§1,800. 

The  money  raised  by  tax  yearly  averages  $1,850,  of  which  the  sum 
of  $500  is  appropriated  for  schools.  There  are  45  square  miles  of  terri- 
tory and  43  miles  of  roads.    Kate  of  taxation,  two  and  one  half  per  cent. 

Florida  has  a  tine  town  house  known  i\s  Tloosac  Tunnel  Hall.  The 
original  building,  erected  in  1865,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1875.  The  new 
and  more  com?nodious  hall  was  completed  December  15th,  1884.  There 
are  two  public  houses  in  town,  Jencks  &  Rice's  hotel,  a  famous  summer 
resort,  and  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  House.  The  first  named  hostelry  was 
opened  by  Erastus  Rice  in  1837. 

A  live  farmer's  grange,  known  as  Florida  Grange,  Xo.  lOJ,  was  insti 
tuted  in  1875.    The  present  master  is  Elmer  D.  Rice. 

Florida  sent  to  quell  the  late  Rebellion  45  men,  of  whom  eleven  were 
lost.  George  W.  Bliss  and  Albei't  W.  Alden  were  among  the  first  to  en- 
list. Silas  Wiley,  supposed  to  have  died  about  August  1st,  1802,  tills  an 
unknown  grave.  A  large  proportion  of  Florida's  quota  were  in  active 
service,  and  were  wounded  in  defense  of  their  Hag. 

The  only  facts  of  Revolutionary  history  connected  with  Florida, 
worthy  of  special  note,  are  that  four  Milesian  desertei's  from  Hurg.)yne  s 
army, previous  to  his  surrender,  went  into  this  town,  and  gaineil  their  live- 
lihood mostly  by  hunting  and  tishing,  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  which 
they  were  easily  enabled  to  do,  as  there  were  good  streams,  and  several 
thousand  acres  of  wo-xlhrnd  ;  ;nid  that  a  body  of  American  troops  passed 
over  the  mountain  (IL.^osac)  in  miriwinter,  and  i!i  their  ha/.;u\l>u^  march 
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wliicli  lasted  rlivee  \\*peks,  cnnie  near  starving  and  freezing  to  death.  It 
is  said  that  these  soldiers  killed,  roast''3d,  and  ate  a  dog  that  accompanied 
tlieni,  in  the  village  uf  Headsboro,  Yerniont,  on  their  way  to  Gharleniont, 
Mass.  One  of  tlieir  nnnil)er,  v/hr)  enlisted  at  the  early  age  of  flft^:^en,  was 
so  exhansted  nnd  bennmbed  with  cold  that  he  hiid  down  to  go  to  sleep; 
he  was  sc»on  missed  by  Ids  companions,  who  turned  back  and  helped 
him  along. 

A  Colonfl  White,  a  great  landlioldei'.  onct;  ovvned  the  J'oad  over  The 
Deerfield  River,  near  the  tnnnel.  Ilei-e  he  had  a  toll  bridge,  and  a  most 
efficient  employe  in  a  Mrs.  Nelson,  wlio  had  a  very  sharp  eye  for  busi- 
ness. One  very  rainy  night,  just  as  the  old  lady  was  al)ont  to  retii'e,  a 
y<'>ni!g  blade  came  rattling  along  in  a  chaise,  and  rushing  out  shoeless 
and  bareheaded,  she  stood  on  a  board  by  the  side  of  the  gate  to  receive 
the  customary  fee.  Reaching  down  his  brawny  arm,  the  young  Jelju,  in- 
stead of  dro]:)ping  his  p)ence  into  her  open  palm,  adroitly  lifted  the  aston- 
ished dame  into  his  vehicle,  and  in  spite  of  her  expostulatiotis.  car'ied 
lier  to  the  next  tavern.  Here  he  paid  her  lodging  for  the  night,  and 
gave  lier  fifty  cents  to  pay  her  stage  fare  home  in  the  morning. 

Florida  is  well-watered,  by  tlie  river  just  mentioned,  by  Tripe  Brook 
in  the  northwest,  and  several  lovely  tributaries  of  the  Cold  River  on  the 
souiii,  while  Xiutli  Tuiid,  II  sparkling  sheet  of  water  covering  over  twelve 
acres,  enhances  the  attractions  of  the  southvrestern  angle  of  the  town. 
One  of  the  most  famous  v/aterfjills  in  ]^>erkshire  county,  known  as  tiie 
Twin  Cascade,  is  located  near  the  entrance  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel.  Two 
charming  little  I'ivulets,  bubbling  along  from  different  directions,  gradu- 
ally near  each  other  and  leap  over  the  rocks  to  the  distance  of  forty  feet 
into  the  same  basin  below  ;  hence  the  proper  appellation  of  "Twin  Cas- 
cade.'' 

The  Hoosac  Mountain  is,  of  course,  the  striking  feature  of  the  t-wn, 
and  from  the  carriage  road  over  it  most  magnihcent  view^  of  this  wild  al- 
pine region  are  obtained. 

The  entrance  to  the  far-famed  Hoosac  Tunnel  is  on  the  west  'oan^:  of 
the  Deerfield  River,  in  the  eastern  center  of  the  town.  The  top  of  the 
tnnnel  is  a  semi-circle,  with  a  radius  of  thirteen  feet ;  and  the  sides  ai-e 
arcs  of  a  circle,  with  a  radius  of  twenty-six  feet. 

The  denizens  of  the  mountain  districts  of  Florida  are  quite  lai-^vly 
engaged  in  stock  raising,  wool  growing,  lumbering,  and  and  fainiuig. 
Some  400  sheep  are  pastured  here  annually,  and  as  many  a<  17.(V.)0 
pounds  of  delicious  maple  sugar  have  been  numufac^tured  in  a  year, 
through  the  winter  winds  are  piercing,  the  snows  deep,  arid  conunumea- 
tion  between  the  farm  houses  scattered  among  the  lofty  hills  di'licr.lf,  the 
people  are  cheerful  and  happy. 


